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PREFACE

The purpose of thls papeor 1s to glve the history of tho
dovelopment of tho monastery of Cluny with speolal emphasis
on the dovelopment of the Clunlacs ns an Crders or that
roason thoe paper will not cover the entire fisld of Jluniac
hiatory cnd influences To glve a eanplaée»si:udy of t'fm topic

would involve a study of flelds boyond the scopo end purpose

- of tho present worl., Tho author would propose ‘Ot_'ri.ei': _phases
that would prove quite Feuitful for Purther works fAmong those
toples would be: 1,) the regular church roform of Gre:;orsr
tho Sevonth and its connection with the Cluniae roform;

2s) the Germen empei.'orn and the Cluniac reforms 3J) a de=
talled study of the charters granted to Cluny by both sm
and occleslastical lordss 4s) the spread of Clunizc influence
bogyond tho territory of Fransej 5.) the developmont of

lator Zomedictino groups as they were influconced by the prine
ciples of Clunye

The author was umable to obtain cortaln works that would
have contributed materially toward rounding out the prosent
worlts Among those are: Adolph Harnack, Das iicenchbtum, Seine
Ideale und Seino Geschichbtes GC.Fe Tucketi, Charters and
Rocords of Clunys =e Sackur, Dio fluniacensor in Ihrer Xirche
lichen und Allpemeinzeschlichiblichen Wirksanmiteits L.l
Smith, "Cluny and Cregory VII," in English Elstorical Review,
XXVI, 19113 A. Gauck, Eirchengeschicito Teutschlandss



Tie Martena, Crogory Viie Thoe work by lartens and the one

by Smith stress particularly the work of Grogory VII and
tho Cluniac reformj therefora, they would be highly signifi-
cant for any study of Cluny and Cluniac activitye. .

i1



CHAPIER I
IHNTHRCDUCTION

Within the cowrse of the past year several volumes deal=
ing with Trapplst wmonks have appeared on the ﬁ.ﬁer:.can book
" '!':'49.1‘}':'6 o These works have established themsolves as best sellers
anong present day liﬁerary productionse. h‘.ore;o'v_er. in the nous-
papers throughout the country there have appeared noitices of
indlviduals and famllies who have deserted the full activity
of everyday living to devote themselves to the prsroti'ce of
agcetleizm within monastery walls, In an age that views the
wholo monastic ildeal as somewhat foreign to its daily line
of tainlting, such activities and such works are recelved
with varied feolings of curiosity, amused interest; and
serious conalderations Yet, ropgardless of what the reaction
might bo, that such things have ocourrcd is evidence that the
idea of monasticlam has not dled out completelys There still
renains within the consciousncss of even the modern man the
conviction that the ascetlic life, by the very ideal that it
presents, is the good life and earnestly to attained. It
is not the purpose of this paper to criticize the theology
that llea at the base of such endeavors, to ooncluda whether
the pursult of the monastic idezl is sound and healthy. WVhat
should bo recogmized, howover, is the fact that man, even in
a stage of clvilization that 1s considered to be the highest



that man has over constructed, still abides by the age old
ideal of monasticlsms Han still pursues a formula, compara=
tively austore in nature, that ho hopos will provide for him
that life that will assure him satisfaction and perhaps re-
wards benoficial for his other world status. lior is such an
innovation the fruit of Twentieth Century thinking alone. It
is rather the product of man of any age and any period = man
in his seaxl'ch for that which will permlt his eonaeience» to
rest at caso in the knowledge that something is being done to
itself for that day which follows tomorrow, Some will laugh,
and some will severely oritize the whole idem of monastioism
and the ideal it hopes to achieve. Scofi and snear and ridie
cule as thoy will the simple truth cannot be denied that the
ascetlc life 1s part and parcel of man's nature, ind if
centuries of past history can be used as a standard for what
will happon tomorrow, we may be falrly certain that the mon=
astic ideal wlll be one of the eloments of society and civile
igation when the next century has run itself out.

The present work will deal with one of the many reform
perioda that has swept through -the field of monasticism, the
Clunliac reform movement of the Tenth, Eleventh, and Twelfth
Conturies, emanating from the monastery of Cluny in a pro=
vince of southern France. Specifically, it will cover the
poriod from Abbot Derno, ca. 900, to the death of Peter the
Venerable in 1157, The movoment does not stop with Peter
singe the Cluniacs survived as a body until 1792 when the
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French govormment disbanded them. However, after Peter, the
movement loast much of its influencé and was replaced as the-
refomning force in the regular church by younger and stricter
monastic systems. It is the purpose of thls paper to trace
only tho development of the movement and then to dwell upon
the asignificance of the work which it produceds One phase Iin
particular will be emphasized, that being the development of
the Cluniacs ea an Grder in itself as a measure to assure
reforn efforts. Iy this we mean that while claiming the her=
itage and tradition of historic Zenodictinlsm, actually what
Gluny developed was beyond and above the basic principles
that St. Bonedlct hadé seen fit to.adopt as the gulde lines
and instruments for the realizatlon of the 'monastlc ldeal.
Provious to the era of Cluny any group that divirged from the
loettor of the Benedictine Rule was considered more or less a-
gocte SUrlctly spealking, Cluny should by all rights be
placed in such & class, as a renegade group, a spurious grow=

th on the trec of Benedictine tradition and practiceo. ¥Yet by

virtue of its development and the emphasis it laid on specific

aspects of monastic life and polity, Cluny advanced past that
stage to the point whore in cssence and spirit it became a
group distinet and independent; Cluny bocame an Order, not
morely a branch or phase.of Eenedictinisnm,

Yot the developzment of .such,a program did not take place
with the outset of the movement, but rather 1t followed a
process of growth covering a century and a half. It is this

A P I o
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process of growth and dovelopnent that wo seek to trace. And
to accomplish this purpose we shall discuss the iives of the
great abbhots of Cluny since tho character and make-up of the
indlividual cbiota seoms to have deteimined the charactcr and
dilrection of the wmovemont itsellis

This paper does not pretend thet every aphere of Cluniac
influence will be Gealt with, Such an undertaiking is complete=
1y veyond the acope and possinllity of the preaent work. Howe
evor, it l1s the intontion of the wrlter to present as mony
facts as poasivle so that a genoral conca_ntiim is gained of
the scope and purpese of Cluniac’ works

i8 o background against which to conslider the facts of -
the history of theo Glmiiaos, we feel that from the beginaning
one impression rust ve born in nind cnncarningtha program of
Cluny: that the Clunlacs were not highly ascetlc and uncoz~
promising members of tho Benediotino oysteme The Cluniaogs were
not a striet and highly austere order. Interssted in the up=
lifting of the roguler church, the order adopted and adapted
to 1tself and its institution those ingredionts that seemed
boat to suilt its purpose and best fittod to mest conditions
prevalling at the time., Ior that reason changos orept In, so
that Peterts conception of the monastio ideal differed gulte
noticeably from that of Herno. Yet, regardless of what each
held to constitute monasticism and its ideal, each followed a
path of procedure that was dircoted to one end, the attaine-
ment of the monastic ideal and through that the uplifting of
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the regular church. Tho ostablishment of the monastis fdeal
and the attainment thercol = that was the spirit of the Clunlac

movonment. Vhat transplred did so agalinst such a background.



THE HONASTIC IDEAL IFROX BENEDICT OF
IURETIA T0 DIRHC OF CLURE

The Bonedictine hule

To all right thinkers 1t is clear that the providonce of
God has sc provided for cortain men that, by means ¢f thelr
transitory posgscsaicnsg, il they use thom well, they may be
able to merit ovorlasting rewards., I, William, Count and
Duize Ly the grace of God, diligently pondering this, znd doe
siring to provide for my own safety while I am stlll able,
have considered 1t advisadle = nay, most necessary, that from
the teuporal glits which have been conferred upon me,; I should
give some 1itilo portion for the galn of my souls I do this,
indoed, in order that I wheo thus increcased In wealih may nob
nerchance, at the last be accused of having apent all in care
ing for my body, bLul rather may rajoice, when fate hath snatoh-
ed all things away, in having regorved something for nyself.
Uhich end, indeed seoms attainable by no umore sultable moans
than that; following the precept of Christ: "I will mako tho
poor ny friends" (Luke 16, 9) and making the act not a temp=
orary one bubt a lasting one,; I should support at my own GXZ=
penago a congregation of monks: eesinerefore e It knowm to
zll who live In the unity of a faith and vho welt the nercy of
Christ, and to those who ghall succeed them and who shall
continue to exlst until the end of the world; that, for tho
love cof Cod and of cur Saviour Jesus Christ; I hand over from
=y ovn rule to the holy apostles, Petor; namely, and Paul,
the possessions over which I hold sway, in the town of Tluny,
namely, with the court; demeno manor, tmi the chwrchessto=
gethor with: all things pertaining to it

With this charter, granted by William the Pious, Dule
of Agquitaine, to Abbot Zerno in 910, the monastery of Cluny
officially came into oxistences: At the time of the founding
the event seemed so Insignificant that Duke ‘-::'illim hesitated

1 B, F. Honderson, & P .1 Documents of the
iiddle Apea (Londons Georzo %1 SonS,; 1996)s Ba 020
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to burm out his hunting hounds to meke room for the ronks.s
Yot in lesa than two hwndred yoors the name o;:.‘ that monastery
had hgeome famous throughout Burops, and Clhuny ibaslf the
head of an international systeme. Ihoro once monks had bullt
sheir wooden houses 'according to their own skill and Imow=
lodge?, avross e now sud famous achool of archi'-egt:ﬁre. vhere
onco tho modest building had been :c-eaarc.ed tnrau&h the lack
of funds, »oze the church of Ot ?eter'a., Ehe Ld'mir“ti.on of
the worlds Vhora once the formor hunbing lodge aboosl, rOge
a monastory so extensive in sizo that Ste Touls ef France and
izls coutlors couJ:d atay thoro without one ...onic imvi.ng to -
loave his celle | - =
According o the charter of ¥Willlam the ?1oué 5 the grsat

-

of Cluny wae mado -v:....‘t tae unéerstanﬂ:tu[, that- ;m 1111:13' a reg=
ular monastery was to bo umatmcto:.., and tl.at thare -the monks
should cozz;:;m:_.-,ate ané live according o the Ry.zle o;‘ 3%ae Dene=
1ct+2 AL the time the Rule was four hnndréd j'aars old, -
having first been sot down and applied at uonte Ga.a.:mo in
_525. In drawing up h:la fule the l'hnrsian had snonaored a tuo=
.fold break 111 th past, 5..@. elimingtion of extreme m..atarity

and the suojeatin,g of the individual monk in -the oo_mm!.ty

2 L. Eo Smith, Tho Early HEistory of the Honsstel :
Gy, (Hew York: OxFord University Press, It

U Hendorson, ope+ gits.; pe 533,

PREZZLAEF M EMORIAL LIBRARY
S COED j?;.:a = :.::xr,-‘ﬂf

ul- .m .{n‘ ...: L=

- ad T



8

of his profesion.4 These innovations were not so much a
dovelopment from previous.rules and formmlations but a rovol=
ution in the field of monastlcisme The general character of
monastic life from 3t. Anthony to St. fasll was identical, in
that it demanded the utmoat austerity of living, and that in
structure it was nermitical.d Only with Pachomius is, there
any evidence of community life, snd even then the: 1life of the
individuel monk was still cssenlblially hermitical, although
in & cormmnity of ascetic zealots. +tith wnea ioct, howaver,
there was & brogk, albtoring the complexion. oi‘ mon’astic livinge.

The idea that Denedict had in mind, so far as oan be
debernined from hils Rule s can be traced along sh: t'eneml
1inea,® . §i

1.) The purpose of the Rule was to sstablieh ;f's_;,-: sohool
for the Lord's service in the m*ganization of ﬁhieh':v'lé trust
that we shall ordsin nobthing severe and hurﬁenaom*’ '7 Mhen

8% Benedict first decided to be a monk, he acted’ 1n acoord=

ance with theo monastic ideal of Zurope of that t]a_y,- that of"

4 Tom Cuthbert Zutler, Denedictine aonastioi.sm (B:'ew Yorks:
g:mns, Green and Joe, 19245, De 454

\ S For a fuller description of the development of monagt-

icism, sco Ibld., pe 1=22.

q
» ¥

6 Ibidy, pps 25-24. Cfe also, Ruli I‘leﬂ, The Idea of

. Perfection in -..-hnstm.ﬁ Theolo {London: OxTond University

" Press, 1994), PDe L150=i7Ga F'% places the idea of monasticism
. under ihraee neadings- 1. Commmnion with Ead, 2« The Cross;
© "3, Comprehensivencss. _ :

7

Henderson. ope Sit., D« 274«
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the Egypbianas. fHe retired to a desort spobt and lived in a
cave, anduring hunger and thirst, heat and cold, and all the
other inconvenlences of place and weather., But when he came

to write hls Rule and legislate for his own monastery and its
1ife, as woll as thalt for others, his ideaes had undergone a
crect change. Instead of hardness and austerity, the ‘Rule
hreathed moderation. .Henedict had no intentic;n of establishing
a systom that would enforce theo strlct asceticism of the Egypte-

iang. In thls the wisdom of Donedict is seen. Furope was

being settled by pecple of Teulonie strailns. They were warriors,

men vho lived active lives. They wore not basically of a
mystical or contemplative bent as wors the Crientals of tho
Hear Basb. Denediot was a practical mene. From his own sxper=
ience he reallzed thet 1t would be fruitless to impcse & sirioct
rule on men who woere not culturally, paysically cr climatically
accustomed to a progrem of severc asceticism. What .Senedict
desired was thal monastic 1life should bo cmbraced by the great-
@ést possible mumber. Therefore, lest the practice of the mone
astic 1lifo ve limited to a f'ew who possossed the naoeaaary.
make-up to follow tho atrict rule that the Best offered, he
from the very outset established the tone and tenor of his

Rule = "We trust that we shall ordain nothing sovere and nothe
ing burdensome."S

8 Compare the chaptera of the Rule dealing with food,
clothling, sleep, worl, and reading required for tho monks,
In many respects the existence of the monkzs was more ideal
than that of tho peasants and farmers outside of the monastery.
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2.) Another one of Denodlct's fundamontal ideas appoars
in ﬁw first chapter of the Hule. After spesking of other
kinds of monks, both geod and bad, he says in conclusion,
"Lot us proceed to treat of the best kind, the cenobites.®®

3e) it Femodict introduced a modification into the idea
of a conobibtlical 1life, While previously monks were bound
together Ly vows to the practice of monastic life, still they
vore not tled to a particular monastery or communlty but were
allowcd Go pass from cloistor to cloistor with little diffi-
culty. Henedict's spocial and most tangible contribution to
the development of monasticism was the introduction of the
vow of stability.l® By 1t he put a stop to passage from
monastery to monastery und incorporated the monlc by his
profossion to the oo-.muﬁ:'.ty of his monsstery. Ste. Cenodlct
thus bound the monks of a monaster together into a permine_ht
foamily of community, united by bonds that lasted for 1life.

€e) & neogative aspoct of Benedict?s idea lies in this
that he had no thought of instituting an 'order's St. Eone=
dict had no intention that the monasteries that followed his

finle should form a part of a larger groups. ZEach Benedictine

¥ Henderson, Ope cite., pe 275 The worst possible type
of monic was the gyratory who was approved of no rule, who
wandered from monastery to monaster, who shut themselves up
in groups of two's and three's, experience being their only
. teacher, thelr law the satisfaction of their desires.

z di‘otggmpﬁra c‘i:g.ptora 2?-3 gzngngscof the Rule. Aalso, mug:,
fencdiatine lionachisn, De +G« CToulton, Five Centurles
of Eeﬁgfousmcmbﬂdge: Cambridge Press, 1929),; pallOe
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houge was a separate unit, a specific entity, autonomous and
Self eontained, having no organic vond with other monasteries,
go that in reality there were as many unlts as there were
fully organlzed Bonedictine monasteries S The baslc element,
thén, of Henedictine polity, such as there was, was decentral-
ization, in that therc was no organization over and sbove the
individual house 1itaolfs The idea of a fodorated system, one
that emﬁraeed all the units so that they formed one organic
unity, is essentially foreign to the idea of Eenediota.

Horeover, with tho Benodictines thore was no special

form of work to be completed, A man became a monlk ;p_reoiaely

because ho felt called to bo a monk and for no other purpose
or object whatsoever, nor as a preparation for anything olsew"
cxcept heaven. The monks object was to sanctify hils soul and
serve CGod by leading a life in a comnmmity in accordance with
tho Cospel counsels. That work, however, of verious kinds was
given to the monks to be done 1s evident, but thoy are second=-
ary, and no ocne of thom was part of his ossential vocation,
that of a monk.l2

5.) The service of God which Zenedict establishod is
contalned in the three services: self discipline, prayer, and
worite Of these three, self discipline was the basis and con-
ditlon of the others, that which gave meaning the whole 1ife.

i1 Blltlar', ODe Cites Pe 200e
12 Ibid., pp. 28=29.
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St. Pencdlet placed prayer, in particular common prayor as
observod in the canonlcal offices, first in the list of ex=
ternal services.lo

6e) Work foll into the catagories of manual labor and
reading, the hours not spent in church being apportioned
between the twoe. The labor was predominantly work in the
fiolds and gardens oy kitchen. Reading was confined to the
Seriptures and the Fathers, and was devotional rather than
intellectunl in scope and characteres BEenedict had no intente
ion of training scholars and lcarned men; but men devoted to
one purpose, 1.0+ the attaining of heaven.t%

Under this neading should also be included EBenedioct's
position regardlng the property of the monk. Poverty was to
bo absolute in a personal though not in a corporate sense.
The moniz personally was not permitted to own anything, neither
vook, nor tablet, nor pen, nor was it allowed him to own hils
will or his owm power. But rather, all things were to bs
held in cormon, in subjection to the a‘n‘:mo*lz_.:l'5

In swmary, the idea of Benedict was in complete harmony
with the purpose end aims of monasticlem of the early church.

13 gf. Butler, op. olte, chapters 4=9 for tho canonioal
offices. Cf. also Cardinal Gasquet, Introduction to the Rule
of St. Benedict (London: Chatto and i Windus, 193G), De

14 5, Bottenson, Documents of the Christian Church
(London: U%ford University Prasa._'lml, PDs Liowl74, Ufe also

Coulton, Five Genturies of Religious Thought, pp. 212-214,
15 Henderson, ops Sites Pe 289
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In this age the conception of ubility or purpose, other than

the perfecting of the individual soul,; does not seem to have

entered into the idea of regular llfe. Honestlclsm was regard-
ed solely as a systemmatbtized form of life based on tho gospels
of perfcotion, to be lived for its ovm sske as the full ex-—
presslon of the church's true life and spirit. This was to be
cbiteined by the removal of every hindorance tt.a the elevation -
of the nind, erising from self or external things, and by the
practico of the Christian virtuvwes ascording to the counsels

of pexrfoction. ‘-E}natever mlght prove conducive to the resle
izaticn of the higher life was adopted and cagerly sponsored.
So Fenedict seleocted from the rules of his day end from his
owmn porsonal experience those practices and- principles he

folt most suitable for the atteimment of the monastic ideal,
Hegular living was the goal he desired to achleve, and to
attain that highest ond the Tule was forrmlated and executed.
Henodict perceived tho idea of ths reguler life, What is
embodied in the Eule constitutes merely the means, the channels
vhich Zcnedict considerod most likely for the realization of
tho ideoal. And while the details cover many phasas of 1ife
and deal with divers and sundry practical problems, at the
base lies the prinoiple - the complete absolute subjugation of
the imli.vs.du-al,. thae suppression of the solf=-wlll, Therefore,
the statement of disclpline and obedlence aro not in theme
sclves an end bubt merely the means to tho end.
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B. Donodict of lursia to Honediot of inmiane

Ideal as the Fule of Benodict may have been for the in-
ducement of regular monastic development; thar__e _t::ara inhsrent
withic tho frameworl: of the Xule itmelf definite drawbacks
$hat would not stand the test of timo and tmﬁéi}ér.i;, z-éﬁul‘.;ing

in the inovitable, that changos and delir.-;ia'i:io;xﬁ’ 'éhoﬁld et

—y

ins It cannot b sald that thoso wealmesses on overy occasion
wore di.rectl;:i roaoponsit:le for the courae that Banéc‘é;!.ﬂtinlsm
was o follow during the next centuries. Yot haﬁin‘cl the
scenes ono cuamaot bub sense that had the princinles of the
imle boon differently defined, the path of mon&at.".c' 1ife
would not have led so directly into abuse and Gisintegration.
From the vantage poilnt of today it can be said that such
uas toc be expecteds IL was inevitable that there should
arise strong personalitics within the Donedictines who should
gee flt to define in detall the naturs of the autonomy of the
commmlty, lece. that cach house was a law unto 1tself .10
Admittodly, tho Hule supplied tho main principles for each
unlit, but as is the oconseguence of general principles, the
details that fall within theo prinoiples are governed by custw-

cus, conveniences, and conditions; moreover, a body of customs

16 gatukins W. Willioms, lionestle Studies (Manchestor:
¥anchester University Presa, 1958), De 78
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convenlences, .md conditions usually have a teu&enuy %o
foliow of ""O".‘:E_‘;'.'..E.f“"lf and local likoneosses.X? Thus sredually
and imperoepltibly theore orystallilized asomathing lilzo a constile
tubion for this group and that congrogatlon; a ‘process' wlﬂ.cﬁ
after tho courac o Foars would rocclvo the sancticn of bot‘x
scowlar and coclesizsficnl rulors,1® all of which tended to
stimlate irvegularliy of practicec and theroby woslken tho
force wxl aubhority of the original Rule of St. Doncdicta
Ifabx'"-cavc"* the autonomy of the Bonodlictine oo:zmﬂ.ty
rovoalod its wooknoss in thab et this timo bodics of monks,
wproboctod by cenbral subhority or a mbuel bond of union
with m;’.-g‘z:.iaoz-inﬁ; ao:-:mmn:‘atios, wore unable to stand up under
the proggwre of a::’i:emwél atliack, en thase é.i:tac‘k:n' coana; the
monka, boing isolatod and cubw-off, had no other vcocurse bub
to submit to these external forcou cnd dlsporsc. The hiatory
of lonto Caosino and Felra cloarly shows this. ' Joth were loft
deaclate for long poricds of time following the invasions of
the Iombards in tho Sixth Contury and that of the Saoracens in’
tho Finth Contury. Had thore been some senbral authority oute
gide and sbove the individual monasteries themselves, the
periods of doolinc would have beem roducod or oliminatod.l?

1‘7 "I:stmaai:iu:l.sm, J caz:br%- Hodloval Nistory (New York:

1_'8 williama, SDe Sitey Ds 0o
19 vyonaotiolam,” Sambridee Hedloval jilstory, Vs 658e
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At this point 1t s nignillcant to note a chango that
viaa brought about in Denedictine 1life and.as a consoguence,

Bonedictine ildeas. As m result of the Invasion of the ILom= -

bards in the Sixzth Century, the monks Immigratad to Tiomg 420

Tho chanpe i'rom country to town life affected the routine of

the commnity by ronderinz impossible long hours of agricule
tural labore With that step the noxt followed quite easilye.
Honls bocamo ordalned priests. Ior was that change without
resulsse Humaal labor was abandoned asg the nrino-inal LT
pation of the monks; and with more spare time on tha.s..\ hands,
in order to provide activity for the monks, the Hass wag
colebrated moro f’rauueﬂtiy and the eanonioal lzoﬁrn innraased,
thoreby keoping the monks in the church .f.‘or mors hours £ the
days and finally thoe prosgence of servanis in tho fields and
kitohens 2l This was the first groat change that was to
alter tho principlos of Penedict of Tursla 2%

¢a the othor hand, the autonomy of the coummity sudw
Jooted the group to the continual risk of internal decaje
The rule of a weak or careless abuot,; under no effactive supors
vision, was a cmzsi:-aﬁt souwrce of dangarwas AL the e time

]

20 Butler, Ope olte.; Dpe 292-293.

2l 1bid., p. 295, By tho-gradual displacement of manual
labor by the monks, servants were necesaar:r to do the work
ordinarlly aaaignea to the monks.

22 7pid., p. 253. :
25 myongstiolsm,” Oambridme kedloval History, V, 658. -
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the growth of temporal possessions fostered the temptation to 2

ra‘lu.?i roliglous obsorvences and to admlt secular customs to
creop in that were quite out of harmony with the terms of the
RPules PBoth of theso conditions combined to frustrate the
attompts to maintain the principles of the Rulo :I.n oonfomitﬂ'
with the ideals and ideas of the founders 24

Thus tho essontial waakmzsa s autonomy o:‘ the Benadict-
ine commmity, the lack of contral authorlity = evidp;xtly _npt

. apparent to Benedict whon he drew up and formulated his Rule =

oither directly or indirectly gave birth to a combination of
ahuses and doliniations from the iInitlal principle of the
Rules A8 the docades passed these malignant growths, in themw
selves not destruetive to the health of monastic life, devel-
oped atrange fruits that both in nature andé character werc
detrimental to the Rule of Henedict as such. ¥hat was being
produced and propagated was not Eenedlctine In practice, al-
though it was atill such in principle, but was an irregularity
among the regulars. To maintain itself in the spirit of .true
Bonedictinism, there was urgent neced of reform and reform-—
ulation. From the worlkings of yoars of irregularity, vhat

was called for was the spirit of conscientiousness and cone=
georation; to rebulld and reestablish the framework of the
early Sixzth Ceatuvry. The materialization of such a spirit
appeared on the sc.ens in the first part of the eigth century

24 1pid., V,6506..°

e
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in tho form of Bonedlct of Anianes Through the instrumentale
ity of his station and stature the Rule was restored, but it
wvag not the word of the Rule that was reestablishod; rather 1t
was the spirit. With him the second great change that was to
alter further Benedictinism is noted.2°

‘¢ . Benediet to BERNO

Although Benedict of Aniane was the first purely monastic
reformor within the Eenedlctine system, 26 ne began hia
car/roer as an opponent of the Henedlctino i'iule.; d'es"piéing it
as "fit for beginners and feeble folks,"=7 The Rulo of the
Fastorn monks, with their extrome auaﬁerity, ‘alone seened %o
reoach a fitting helght of asceticism. The prlnc_].pn;'r. -quact-
jon of Benediot to the Hulo was that it held up a standard
of 1ifo atteinable by the many. VWhen he founded his owm
monastery, however, he soon learned that the rules of the
Orientals were not caloulated for his districts and his men.
His first attempts to hold men with him in the pursult of the
monastic ideal met with Glsmal failure. Benedlct then realized
that the old Ruie of Ste Benedioct was not to be underrated,

25 Butler, ops cit., P« 206.
26 smith, op. gites Ds 5e

27 willlams, ope Oits; De 85. For a fuller narrative
on the 1life ond early monastic development of Benedict of
Anlane, see Williams, lonastic Studies, chapter VIiI. Also,
Herbert B. Worlman, The Lvolution o: ilonastic Ideal.
(London: Charles Kelly, 1913), ppe 225-226e ;
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for it was better- suited to guide tﬁa many in attaining tho
apiritual 1ife and sot up s standard which certainly could

bo reached undey the given ciroumstancese Ironically then,
Bonediot learmed to valuo the .Rﬁie for tho very same reason
that he once desplised it. So the fule was adopted by Benedict
as the standard, not only for h:i.'s own nonastery, but also for
the housea that 5.;1 later years he would reforn.2° :

. However, the rule that Honedict applied to the various
monagteries as the aian&ard for reform was not the originsl
form of the Zenedictine R'-;'tle:. Parta and certain pointa of the
original ne rejectod or pemﬂ.tbed to stand according to his
otm conslderations, and where the Rule was allent or some=
vhat obsoure, Honodict supylomented it '€1tly and rationaly.!2?

Tho Congordila Regglarum, the monumental work of Senedict of

iniane, clearly shows such a process, for it is a collection of

all tho meonastic rules and institutions of the eastorn and west- -

ern fatiiers prior to his timse. Those rules, gathered and formme-
lated in accordance with the desire of Louls the Pious to pro=
mote uniformity of monastic diacipline, wore compared with

the Rule of St. Denedict, so that from them all "a teaching

one in its essential form with that of the Rule™? might

28 gr, Augustus Neander, General History of the Christian
Helimion and Church {Boston: Houghton HITFils sud Cors
1il, 415 Alao, Williams, ODe clts, pp«85=87, for more details
on the change of attitude Honedict toward the Rules

29 smith, op. oit., De 7o
50 i11tams; op. olt., pe 93«
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finally be composed.St Tims,; while Bonediotine in spivit,
having the Hule as the primary basls, Donedict of inlane
drew up and codifled wliat to him secmed nost conducive for:
the attainment of tho higheat ideal, the monastic lifes
Somevhere around 782 Benedlct attracted the attention of
almr_eﬂm@n,a'? who Dy this time had begun to take steps to
improve the cultural conditions within the Frankish limpire.
Also, around 782 Lienedlct completed his new enlarged rionastery
on the Anlane River.S® That those two events foll within the
same period ls significant. 'Cherlemagne recognized that ths
restoration of monsstic disclpline was o nscsessary part of
the establishmont of' law and order in the .Garolingian ‘Empire.
Lorgover, he recognized thoe value of monaterieq as centers”
of leoarning for ecivilization, culbture, and study, and that a
woll organized monagstery was an asset o his kingdom and a

poslitive eloment in the improvement of conditionsa in his emp!.re'.s

51 mugo Hendarus, who edited tho Concordis in 1653, gives
a list of twenty-six rules from which It was composed.

52 y1111ens, op. cite; pPs 58

55 Tbid., pe 58e

3¢ "pomastiolsm", Cambridge Médieval History, III, G58=
G658, Almo, VWells, Charles, ﬁ-ﬁ 3 @ ol Uharle a!: {low Yorlk:
Charles Scribmer, 1913), D«28ls ¥ Charlcmegne ecclesiassti-
cal rcform.was an Important subjlect of legislation. Through two
channels he sought to carry out such reform work. irst was.
the Yoanonical.life"” introduced by Chrodegang of etz among
his cathedral clergye. This rule was the application of the
Benodictine nule to the Clorgy associated with the bishop in
his cathodral; with the mission of the vow of povertys. The
second was tho revival of the Rule through Benedict of Anliane.
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For that reason Charlomagnc gspoused tho couse of monastic
lifo, and by placing Zenecdict in charge of monastic reform,

contributed that stimilabting force that sided greatly in the
sproading and reestablishing of the Fule in Gaul.?® In fact,
much of the succosa of Zenedlotts entire reforu activity was
duc to the imperlal sponsorship of Charlomagne and, later,
of hls son Louis the Pioug.d :

Benedict had to contond with three main abuses that had
ovept Into monastic lifo. The faet that such sbuses had to
bo attacked is evidence that they must have been present for
a poricd of timo bYefore. These abuses weres: l,) tho custom
of granting wonssteries as fiefs to lay propriators; 2.) the.
zihandonmnt of rogulay olLservances; J.) the diversity of
oboorvancoss This lutter ovil was the main cause of irreguw
larity«S?

The action that Eenediot took Lo combat these practices
‘we £ind eopitomizod in the capitularics of the Council of
Aochon, 01l%. The council had es its purpose, as Tar as the

nonasteries were concorned, "that es all monsateries had one

85 Ibide, pe 659« Bonedict was first givan authority to
reform the monnsteriaa of Aquitaine; but by the time Louls
hadcascended the throne this authority was extended to all
of Gauls

36 gf, Vitlliams, Lomat:lc Studles, ppe. 08«89, 94=96.4
Zoth Charlemagne and Lo s grantad ﬁédict charters of privie
r lﬁua.

37 “wonasticiaom”, Cambridpe Hodieval History, III, 659.
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profossion, 8o also they should have one servisoablo constiw
tubione«"@° ihat was Lo constitute Senedict's notlion of
serviceablo wes something quifte differont from what it had
boone. The alm of Jenedict was to estawlish over a wide area
sone measure of uniformity and regu.lariby, .“gopd custom which,
according to tho mind of St. Zonedict himself and sccording
to thse true inner meaning of the Ruls, are not out of accord
wlth tho Eules"3? The 'good customsseeln aceord with the
fule' stipulated that all luxury was to be forbidden, that
monks :ust look after the offlces of the house themselves and
do all thoir own worlk, that visits of strangers t_é the monge
steries were to be prohiblted, thet vi.ttinglmonks md to be
entertained in soparate dormitories, that the apirj.tﬁnl aubhor-
ity of the abbot was to be upheld as abaolute,_"‘g that monks
were to speak no superiluous wora'its, that monks wore to boar
thomselves with extrome humillty before the avbob, that ab
the name of the abbot the monlks wore to bow the _ls:nee,‘n that
the Cpus Del, whose cbservence was the chief duly of tho monk,
wee to bo strictly executod.*2 These stipulations, talen as

whole, represont an attompt to bind all monasteries to a

98 ¥illiams, op. cibes; Ps 94e

99 Ibide., pe 97

40 Gembridge Mediovel History, v, 66l.
4l smith, ope cite; De G

42 1pide, pe 26.
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acale of simp;.e living and to la.y c}t:.'wn= tho' principle that
uniformity of custom wags to be observed in all the raformed
houses. In lts more practical a._np'.‘.icai:;‘;.on ;meh ¢ princlple
moant tho linking i:ogether' into ona. congrogation all the soat=-
tored Benedictine momastorics. The finali result was that, con=
trary to the dosires of Zonodict of Fursia, the reform work
of Bsnedict of inione lelt i.n its waike tho first examplo of a
larger sccilety, bound undsr one head, abave and boyend the
sonmmal anlteS

Zub tho single oxporiment waa to prove izmuffie‘i’gnt to
hoad off completoly tho further detorioration of monasticism,
for whilo Bonedict was praisod as tho man who had given back
tho Rulo to Gaul, %% ho was porhaps too narrow in his oublock
to carry through & universal roform.®S iaying too much stress
on singlo points,; he did not sco deoep enough into essentials.
That ho succecied as far as he did was lsrgely duo to imporial

support, wvithout whioch the movemont would have collapsed after

45 Hoander, ops ilie, IIT, £416.

4¢ Smith, ope Oltey, Dw 8Os The monks of St. Cornelius
had so0 ncolaimcﬁ Senodiot of Aniane.

45 tioriman, opeclte, De 226. Woriman says, "In his efforts
to segure raforam. on Denedict (227) of Anlane made one fatal.
migtalze: he sought & renmunciation which should express itself
in rig;lﬂ uniformity. Neat, drinik, the cub of dress, the order
ol sorvico wore to be cxactly alil:e, the production of an
almost mechanical mill. +..7ho mechanical can never he
anythlnb ¢iso than short lived; the swaddling-clothes of a

rigid uniformlity never £ail in time to crush the new~borm
ont-ms:l&sm and powor.”

e EREEam
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his death in B8l. ¥et tho fault does not 1lle with Senodict
coupletelys, Already iIn G2 Louls hed o call the bishops!
attontion to the refora and oxhort thom Lo further ib.30
“ven Louls! seal wamed faint alter a times laber it was the..
bishops who ned bto remind Louis that the monks had bsen cone
Lirmod in their right of fyece oleotion of i;ha.:!.r aﬁbots.
Gradually more and 2wre monasiteries fell prey to worldly
vishops and grecdy laymen; snd in the abvsence of strong spirlte-
ual guidance disoipline among tho monks booame lax, Thus a
aynod at Troaly in 009 laments over the universal decay of
nonggtleism, now fallen iunto contoupt cven. smong the ._.lait:r,
and it traced the oauso of such conditlons to the fact that
nearly all tho Prenkish monasterles were then In the hands
of lay abbois .é'i

Finally, into Gaul camo fresh incursions vy the Horihmen
and the lung, which furiher prevented the developuent of
peageful monastic lifee By the beginning o.‘:- the ‘:?.‘enth Gonbm
wey the Rulo survived only in isolated and rare communliiess

S0 again, as at the ond of the Zigth Century, what was
needed was the spirif of conscionticusness aﬁ& consaecration
to rebuild and reesteblish the framework of Sixth Century

noneaticion,

46 Heander, Ope Gibes III, 4164
47 Smith,; ope gite; De B




CHAPTER III
s E"G"JEEDIHG- OF CLUERY AHD HER FIRST ABBOT

In the dosolate years that opened the Tenth Century it
was Cluny that set tho example of religious duty and disci-
pline and dignity of service. Founded in an age of material-
ism, she set oub to recall to mon's minds that Interest in
things spiritual vhich seemed to have been lost, and to do so
by setiing up an ideal in diroot contradiction to.the spirit
prevelent around here. %What the age called for was a reviving
spirit the ideal that monastiolsm sought te achieve and that
had not beon evoiced in the Hinth Century., Such a ép.’g.:_ni.t was
£inally to Le crecated with Cluny. |

As stated abovel the monastery of Cluny itself came into
belng tlrrough the instrumentality of William the Pious, Ifuke

. of Aquitaine, Count of iuvergne, 910. Originally the site

had bolonged to Hildebrand, bishop of Macon, but through some
mimown oxchange had §asaed to Ava, & gister of the Duke of
Aquitaine, who in turn deeded it to he:y’ brotuer William in
892.2 Through such a process the property, the villa of
Cluny came into the possession of Duke ¥William, who uscd it
for a hunting lodge and kennelsa for his houndse. Considering

1 30e chapter I, page &« i

2 Yatkins W. Williams, Honastic Studies {ianchesters:
lianchester University Press, %55385, Ps 23e
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the geograpny of the area, the site was quite sulted for
such purposes.

After the course of a fow years Iuke %Williem, diligently
pondering that "rich men by means of thelr transitory possess=
ions, if they used them well, may be able to merit everlasting
rewards and desiring to provide for his own safeby while atlll
ablo, thoreby gaining something for his own soul® determined
that no more sultable weay was open to him to achieve such an
end than to build and establisi & monastery. Accordingly, he
handed cver from his own rule to the apostles Peter and Paul
the possossions over which he held away, the town of Cluny,
with the court, demene manor, and the church, together with
all the things pertaining to 1t.? So the entire comnmity of
Cluny, from the towm itself dovmn to the uncultivated ground
around it, was deedod over lock, stoolk, and barrel for the
purpose that in Cluny a rogular monastery should be constructe
ed in honor of Poter and Paul.

Viilllam continues in hils cherter that the monks "shall
poascss and hold and have and order these same things into all
time."® Borno was to be the firat abbot, having complete

powor and domination over all the monks and possessions as

3 B, P, Henderson, "The Foundation Dooume:(:t of Cluny",
Select iHistolcal Documents of the liddle Ages (London:
eorge Cell and Sons, 1B08), Ps o20s

4 Ibido, Pe 330

S Ibidas, PPe I51=330«
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long as he should live. Upon his death the monks were freely
to elect their own new abbot, neither William nor sny other
person daring to inSerfere with the election. The monks were
to pay Rome & trlbute of den soldil, a vory small sum, every
five ycars and to have papal pr«:ni:mzi:i.ozu6 - <
The most important clause of the charter is that which
deals with the freedom of the monastery. The mom:s wore sube
| ject nelther to “:'113.13:.1, his relation, royal off;qial.ﬂa nor
any other earthly yoke. o secular prince, cmmt, bishop, nor
even the pope himself was to selze tho property, divide it.,
diminish it, nor give it to benefit snother, Nor were they to
got en abbot over the monks egainst their will, ‘ﬂ‘ﬁ.’i:l'.s,am called
on the holy spostles Petor and Paul and on the .popé. o e
guardlans and protectors of Cluny, by canonioal and apostolic
outhority to drive from the communlty of the church and eternal
life those who attaclked or seized the proporty whieh had been
g;lvez_z to then, A& tremendouns curse was calleﬂ dowm on any who
violated this charter., Thus the orlginal charter from the
hand of the foundor himself willed that from the beginning
Cluny was to be absolutoely autonomous. Thus from the outaet
Cluny was to stand for and was the symbol of monastic autonomys’
Beyond this the will gives little additional information.

6 L. H. Smith, The Barly B t_g_rz
Cluny (Hew Yorks G;ford Uhivers ela -152 14.

7 Iblde; De 1lds
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It deals only with the-deed of gift and with Viilliam's intent=
lons rogarding the monastery. llo program was sct down beyond
hat tho Benedictine hRule should be followed, NHo formal cone
atitution wags drawm up except the stipulation of the will of -
William, What course was Lo bo followed was left pretty mich
up to tho disoretlion and good judgoment of the abdbote Duke
William in his chartor stated that the abbot slmulﬂ ‘preside -
ovor the monks regularly according to-his knowledge and ability.a
With the exception of the wide principles laid down by Bsnedicl
of Tursla the rule of tho monastery was subject to the abbot
alons. Where h.e saw work %o be done, it could be éoz:e with
comparativoly little Interference and infringement from rules
and rulers other than himself,

That is not ¢o say that the Rule was dead letier among
tho monks. Zerno, while composing no specisl rule, did obli-
zate his monis to follow aa strlotly as possibles the Rulo of
Ste. Benodict.? Whet Berno hoped to achieve was concord and
regularity. Therefore in the monasteries under his supor=
vielon ho exhorted the monks to obsorve uniformity in the
mamner of thelr life, as regards ritucl, . the observance of
sllence, food and érink, and above all the giving up of pri-

€ Henderson, op. ite, pPe 351.

9 pi Pourrat, Christien Spirituality in tho Hiddle iges
{(Londons Burns, Oatos, and Washbowrno Ltde, 1924), I, Ga
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vate property and possesslons, if not better at loast as well
as they had done In the days preceding their entrance to
Cluny.lo That, however, changes were present and in foree
cannot be donieds It will be remombered that Denedict oatab-
ished his Rule in Italy. Uhen Abbot Perno adopted the Rule,
it wos for 2 comrmnity in Fronce. Thorefore, what modiTications
wore instituted wore made on account of the climate and weather
conditions.il The mounwhile, rogardloss of how strictly the
letter of the Rule was adherod to, what the abbot had in mind
and whet motivateod his actions was loyalty to the a;_oirit of
the fownder, Senedict of lursia.l? The sense of distross at
the relaxation of the anclent Rule and tho over present zeal
to osteblish again the monaatic ldeal, created that frame of
nind that compelled the great abbot to work even more dili-
gently for the establishment of that ideal that so thoroughly
possenscd the flrat great sbbot of Honte Cassino, that in the
regular life of the monastic commmity lies the highest type
of satisfactions

The foundation principles falrly well defined, the work
of constructing the monastery was carrled on by the monks ¢ 19

10 smith, ope gitsy Pe 15s

11 parvin Re Vincent, The Age of Hildebrsnd (New York:
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1915)';. Pe 18.

12 w4111ams, Ope cites Do 24¢
13 gdd as it may secem Duke VWilliam stipulated that the

monks had to build their own monastery according to their
ovm abilities and povers. :
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Berno was oalled as tho first abbots It was by no more acciw-
dent that ¥illlam chose such a man, for cven vefore going to
Cluny, Borno had established himself as gealous for monastic
reform. OUne account of hils 1ife scya that Berno bocame quilte
disgusted with the lu:::ur!.es of Durpundlan life, of which he
was & full sharor in view of his_status s that of & Bur@:ndian
nobles.t? Morsover, he bocame dissatisfied with effeéminancy of -
tho majority of the monks of his time.ld In accordance with
the procepts of the Gospel and for the purpose of 1‘a§'1n,g up
for himsolf troasures in hoaven, he built a monastow ab Gim
on his own proporty and endowed it with his own wealth. Mnks
were thon invited to acttle there. Berno became aso-sabtisfied
-with the work done that he fianlly took the vows and entercd
his ocwa monasterys. later he became abbob. His rule was 80
thorough and so prudently conducted that his fame soon sproad,
to the extent that hs was'- asked to take over the monastery of
Baume, vhich he soon restored to its original religious and
temporal proaperity.l® When Villiam then deeided to establish
his monastery, he called to his counsel Berno, ol vhom his
I‘ollom_:r.s who freguently visited EBaume and whe were well re-
ceivod there, spoko in highest terms. Berno accopted the

14 Augustus-Neander, A Gonoral History of the Christian
Folision and Uhurch mew'rorE"n—ough ton Bifflin and Uoe,
7, IoL, 4.

> 41Ge

15 Tbides Do 416,
16 smith, ope cite, ppe 10-11.



SSluee— s SO

JL

iInvibation of Wililam and Jouwrneyed: to Cluny in the company of
the abbot of Ste Fartinele=Aubun. After dlscussing the project
thoroughly, a sitc was sought. Finally the alte of Cluny was
shogen,. Duke Willlam was of the opinion that a betteor site -
could bo ohosen but Lfinally aguiesced to the opinion of bota,
Borno and tho abbotl.l? ; |

Thore ia an intorosting story commscted with the tradi-
tion of Clwy in the Life of Sb. Iugh:of subune z\.ne'a::ding to

the narrative the origin of (luny ls linked To that of Hoate

3

aasino, the mother of western monasticlsm. In the Sixth Cenw
tury men from Gaul asked Zenediet to send mon 'J?'z-ﬁz: ifonte Caage
ino %o Saul to instruet them in the disclpline of the Rule.
' Benodict aent twelve men. This group went to @\Lnjq; ‘v’:hem_ the
monastery of Glawfoull was foundeds Because of incursions by
1o Horthumen, the moniks fled soubh where thoy settled ab St. -
':%:.'.vi.n, Poitiorss There monastlic lifo flourisned, 80 ‘bha.‘q Ste
Savin's bocame a nmodsl monasterye. Cne of tho mnka, ,_Léadﬂ.llo,
defiermined to restore the abbey of Ste Martin's iutun, and ho
gont to &te Savints for monks for reforming purposes. The work
was successful so that £&s ¥artin's flourisheds AL tho same
time the monastery of Bawme was totally lacking in monamstic
regulapity. Honks of St. Martin's wero asked to reform it, so
Derno was sents Thls Berno later was to become the first abbob

17 y111%ems; OD. ‘Gite, ppe 28+83. Ofe also, Hean
_qﬂi eit...". III‘ éis..:&,v-:-.' .pp : o - x m‘.
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of Cluiye Thus the chaln waa formed that linked Ionte Cassino
with Cluny.iS '

Thore is alac a sonse in which tho parentago of Cluny
may be traced to Ste. Denedlet of Animnes A4rdo, a writer of
this period, reports that Penodict of Aniene sont twelve
moniss i:b Gte Savin's. In about 870 tho monls of It. Savin's
undertools the Testoration of tho ebioy St Hartints=lo-iubune
With the first abbot of Ste Hartin's, Arnulph, would thon have
come the apirit of the Joncordla Resulerum and the observances
preseribed at the Jouncil of Aachen in 817« Vhila It is not
probable that Sormno was even living at Ste Eari:in'-‘si yet it
1g probablo that 1t was with the aid of monks of 8t, Hartin's
that he began his work at Jura where he founded the monastery
of Gigny Lefore taking over Baume«19 Also, it should be
rencnbered that it was in the company of tho avbot of Ste
Martin's that Derno undortool tho founding of Cluny. Hores
over, the author of the Life of Odo mentions one important
fact, that at Baume the precepts of a certain Futicius were
followeds The svidence available as to who this Tutloclius was
points to Bonodict of Aniene.20 Thus Bermo while faithfully

18 smithy ope oite, PPs S-lle

19 willtams, ops cites PDs 92=93s

20 smith, ope. o:u:., ps 12. Cfe also, Mionastic Order,"”
%&“-5@#%%%-5 va%‘*‘%“ﬁfiuﬁoﬁ%m%ﬁm”
Téoal (Londons Charlos H. Eolly, 1015), ps 295, says, "The

name of Zenodiot was assumed on his conversion in placa of his
first name Uitlsza or "‘utiaiua-
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laboring at the establishment of a new monastery, bogan his
work with tho force of tradition and custom behind hims And
wvhilc following faithfully the command of Pulke William to
establish at Jluny the Fule of St. Bonediet; if what the
accounts of the wmilters of tho pericd can be relied upon,
what he acbually put into practice at Cluny was not the
oripinal Rule of Benediet which he had enforacd upon the monks
at lontc Cassino, but a version of the Yule that had unders
Zone a series of chma.gba and alteratlons durlng the course cof
tho proceding centuries, noteably the chanz;es_wéught'hy the
action of Zonedict of Anlano and the Aashon copitulariess

The work of the Iirst abbot was not without its :'e.:mlta.‘
Criginally Berno had fwo monasterles under his control, Paume
and Cluny. ZEcfore he dled in 927 two or threo had beon added :
to that number, sc thai his succeseor fell heir to al lsast
£ivo monestic wnits,2l goch one while a separate unit in it-
self yet wmder the direct control of the abuot of Cluny. The
infinence of ferno apread quickly boyond the confines of Cluny
partly by tho founding of new monasteries and partly by theo
incorporation of those alroady existiap, all undor the direct
control and supervision of Cluny and her abbot-as Duke

2 ngluny," ineyelopedia Brittanics (Encyelopedis
Lrittanica Incey Dew Tovk, 1057)s V, GOLs

22 “gluny," Cathclic Encyclopedia (Hew York: Robert
.%pPletm comm,’ 1908) 2 Iv’ TS
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¥iilliem already at the time when the charter was granted had
stipulated that the monastery and its possessions should be
held under the direct control of the abbot.?® The result of
such plamning and such stipulations was that by 629 Cluny
was the head of a small congregation, the nucleus of the
Clunilac Order. The complete fruition of this tendency, how=
ever, did not occur during the abtacacy of Sernc but under
the later abbots. Yet the scod was being sown; the sketches
for the foundation were belng drawn.

That Serno was 8o successful wes dus to a number of
factorss The primary one was the personal character of the
abbot himself, Devoted to the cause of momat:.qim, he was
extremoly nious and virtuous, his x-aputationrest;ng for the
greater part only on hls woris and deods of pilety and charitye.
Zut there were other factors that worked for Cluny's great=
ness. Coographical position was not the least of thome.
Cluny lay in o series of gently rolling hills, in a part of
Burgundy into which neither Horthman, HIun, nor Sarazen seems
to have penotrated. A~Also, Cluny lay on one of the pilgrim
routes to Rome and near the highways of the Soane and Rhone.
S%ill more favorable for the developmemt of her principle
monastic autonomy was the politiocsl position she held, situated

as Honderson, op.Cltey; Ds 55le



35

ag sho was in a part of Burgundy where independence was
possililes There tho authority of tho Frankish king and the
Corman smperor wero negligible, what semblonce of powor tho
one poasessod heing _neutré.lize& Ly the cther., Cluny }ay GOnN=
veniently distent from both so as to be practically indepon-
dent of botlhe Hor had ahe any fear of the dukes 7 of Burgundy
viho Guring the oarly period of Clunlac hlstory were oéeupied_
in the holding back of the Farbarians. Besides, tharé wes
no reason why any of the powers should have t_raublaé‘%' thonw
selves aboub a small poverty stricken mona-qtérs". 'J'.‘hafefope,
Cluny was loft to develop.2% ind that is precisely what she

adld,

2¢ gmith, ope_olte; DDe 355-36.



CHAPTER IV
FROM ODO 20 LWAJOLUS
Abbot Odo

ne real history of Cluny bogina with Odo the second
aboot who laid the foundatlon for Cluny'!s greatnesc and shaped
tho course of lator Cluniac historys.l He came from a deeply
relipgions famlly and a family of ranlc In the conmumitye Since
in his ocarly childhood ho was a rather delisate child, hia
fathor destined him for the priesthood. Eut- as the boy grew
and doveloped physically, his father decided.to trai._;*x_ hin for
g military career in the services of the Duke of Aquitaine.
YWhile in the services of the Dulte, 0do found court l;.fe quite
distesteful and longed for & l1lifo more sultable to his sensi=-
tive temperment. During thls period ne was plagued with
terrible dreams in which he heard himself accused for his
frivolous pursuits at the court of the Duke. iioreover, he was
afflicted with violont, inourable headaches, the cause of
which he atirivuted to tho type of living :I.n She royal house=
holds All these factors combined to induce him to leave the
court and go to a monsstery for relief. Accordingly, at the

1 Eabilion, Annalea, femdigtua,tini‘::gi mx?a.-szv as
uoted by Vatkins Ve Willlams, llonastic 3 8s (lianchesters
!?tanehastgr 'Uni.vurs.t!';y Press, 1938),; De 20 states that we
would probably be corroct in regarding the first two abbots,
Borno snd 0do, as the co-founders of the Cluniacs. - L
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age of ninetoen Odo ontered St. Hartint's to gain relief from
his physical and spiritual discomforts.?

Up to this point Cdo, it seems, had not taken the vows
of monasticlam, for while yet at Tours he kept company with
OCount Tullke, who was a lusty pursuer of the good thing in
1ife.” 0do soon sourcd on such a 1ife? and turned his atten-
tion to reading and praying, at which he spent moat of his time.
Ils reading vas coﬁs‘;‘:‘..ner.l to thoe classics, not spiritual works,
Gne night he had & dream about a vase, beautiful in form, yet
£illed with snaltes. le interpreted the snakes as referring
to the classics. This greatly impressed him, so that he then
twmed nis attention to the study of the gospel and the
prophotse Such a prastice however was not well recelved by
his assoclates who ancered at Elble readinge _Sui‘ferj.ng the
taunts and Jeers until no longer possible, Odo retired to a ;
ccll and followed & very strict ascetic life, seeking satis-

foction in tho hardest diseiplines.d

2 L.%. Smith, The Early History of the Monastery of
(llew Yorks t':xf—d Unive"'ﬁﬁresa—'f, 92_)"‘"110 PPe 17=20.
.Fx ao, VWilliams, Op. cit., Ppe 25=-26, and .ﬁ.ugu.atus Neander,
A ‘General Hist of the Christian Relizion and Ghux'oh
{coston: uouga’z% ’_‘ff_H'n and Company, %‘TI), iV, 417¢
3 it Tours at this time religious ‘conditions were scand=

alouse The pr:lnciplas of the Rule were completely ignored.
Smith, ODe Oit., Pe 22,

i11liams, op. clte, De 27, relates thet at this time
Qdo i‘lad from Tours anc went to Paris to study. Iie returned
to Tours after he had oomuleted his eduscation,

S Smith e Bit-, Do 15 3130, ?ﬂltm’ Obe Gi’b., Po
25, and Heinaers ops oitus TTI,i€1%a
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Cdo remained at Tours for six years, until he heard of
the reputation of Berno st Baume, Heo then left Tours and went
to Faume, wherc o found all that he desﬁ-ad, and there vy
profesaion becumo a Benedictine monk, This ocourred in 508,
Since he was an educabed man, Beino immediately found in Gdo
& vaiuable asaset, and placed him in charge of the novices in
the monastery school. In this cepacity Udo remaihad wmtil he
went to Cluny with Berno. There he conbtinued to offer in-
valuaivlo services to the ceuse of monastlcistie ’thtle tinme
clapsed vefore the monks recognized in Odo a man of gaes.t
piety and _}mowla::re s and through the oxample he p“aﬂented to
. those around him wany were roused from worldlinesg smd u'ragu-
5 lu.*.:.t,f to penitence anc'l strict obsorvance. !Eﬁua ﬁhrbusn the
fﬁmm that ho had established for himself as'a specsm of viz-
"f'_.“.tue and piety and holiness, Odo becams the' spir:ltual gume of
um:y monks at Cluny and at the momsteriaa aeaoeiabet‘: 'u.'l.f.h her.
g In tho last years of nis 11::‘e Barno :Sésigned h.‘l.s offiae,
.divid;!.ng the monasteries under h:l.s aupewiaion betﬂean 0do
m Cuy,’ both relatives.? 0do.was appoin‘baﬂ to Buceead Berno
:'__as sbbot at the monasteries of Holsy, Dulx, Hassy, snd Cluny,
The ot.her mnasterios, Bafl.me and Glgny, plaoad und-:ar {-.hn rula

: uuy, soon became cent.ers of reaotion, Guy bamg poorly

6 smit oits p_p. 20*-22: Also, ‘:d.lliama . cit
7‘283 3‘1 ;am: _E- Gltng IIIa z‘l’?n 5 2 -’2 <

-~ 7 "%onagtlc.Orders® Gambri%ge iiodieval His ___M (Haw Yoris
E‘acmillan Company, 1929), V, 66bs ‘ :
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oequippod and qualified to act as supervisor for thosc dovoted
to monastic pursulta. Oliviy and the housos under Odo, howovers,
contlaued.in and furthored the work of Dorno, i.6« the ostabe
lighmont of regularity and uniformity of monaatic practices
without Odo the Cluniac movement might woll have come to an
‘onds DBut on the contrary, it flourished, so that by the yoar
041, the death of 0:10; Sluny and her abbo% bocanc recognized
as zeformers of Eenedliotine obsorvance, not only in France
- but in the Vest generally.® e
Groat as Odo was, ho ocould not have ascomplished the worl:

that he did, had 16 not beon for tho fact thot ho entored upon
his worik as no young and uzzbale.nqeﬁ monik, wub a'mﬁ i:rie.d and
tyained in the disciplined 1ife. Probably to that may be
_ atbributed 2is following the p;t'l!w:lple of moderation which so
largely conbribubed to tho monasteryts success.? Woll on to
middle apge when Lo bocame solo abbot of Cluny and having

pagssed thwough a poricd of severo gscotiocism at Touws, he

8 Ibide, V, 665-066. Ey 930 three more houses had
been reformed and in 930 the great house of Fleury waa added
to tho spheres of Cluniac influences

® ¥113%ams, ope 0ite; Do 25, states that groat stross
snould be lald on CGdo's reputation for pious iliving aa oxplane
ing why it was that under his rule Cluny as an institubtion
booemo so effective a reformlng foroe. Ioander, ope cits,
III, 417, says, "0do wao a man filled with zeal for tho re=-
novation of the Chrisblan life, while at thé same time he
was far from placing the ossonee of Christian perfection in
& »igid practice of ascetliclsm, though he did endcavor %o
oppose the severity of monasticism to the soccularized life of
tie clergy and monizs of his time and to awaltam an onthusiasm
in its favor." ;
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was able tn judgo the evils as woll as the merits of sovere
asceticlem and excossive devotion, "in this truly resembling
tho firat Cencdiot."10

Becmruse of the oxperionse that he had mndergone during

his youbh and manhood, the history of Clwy's reform work
for this porlod is the history of Odo's 1life, This is roflect= ;
ed in rolations with monasteries reformed vy hime. The first, |
Hommainmantier, exemplified that. OCdo exhorted ths monks to

follow the disclpline and customs of Cluny, so that they

would not differ from Cluny in regard to food and clothing,
abstinonce, canonical hours, silonce, hoa;;itality, subjection,

and cbodience.lt ZHoth monasteries, Cluny and Rommainmantior,

viers to be held and rulsd by ong abbot. The election of a

new abbot could take place only with the consent of the other
monassery, nor could another abbot be subastitubted for the one
appointed. Odo consaldered that it would be highly unjust if

they who had been led to the mew life by tho monks of Cluny

ahould divide the fellowship of that monastery by following a
course divo;=gent from that of Cluny. inally, to sccure the
proi:eci;ion. of the new monastery, she was plaged under the
guardisnship of Home, thus assuring her liberty and frecdom
from cutside controle In thé event that anyone acted contrary-
wise Lo the.opinion of the abbot concerning the monsstery, a
great curse ohould come down upon himl2

10 Smith, Ope 2&0; Pe S35e
11 M" p-l 58- |
12 7p1d., ppe 57=58.
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During the years of his abbacacy 0do received charters
from both secular and eccleslastical powers that were of
monuwnental significance for the life of Cluny. The first of
these come from Fudolph of Purgundy In 927. Rudolph was con-
corned aboult the autonomy of the monastery, for almoat the
whole of the charter is devoted to that principle. The preaxmble
recoumts how William the Plous bhad founded Cluny, had freed
it from secular domination, under a great and terrible curse
and subjooted it to Rome alone 'for protection, not domination.'
Thorofore, Rudolpir reaflfirmed that Cluny should be free fron
Interference and avsolved from the authority of kings,
princes, rclatives of Yilliam, and all nen. The property of
tho monastery was to be held without interferemnce, nor was
anyono to take away lts serfs or froemen. Honks wore oven
freed from paying toll in the markets. After Cdo's doath
they were to elect froely a new abbot and the monastory was
to continue in that order and administration that Willlam
had laid down.l® About the same time Pope John X wrote to
Rudolph to restore to Cluny property that had been taken Uy
force from the monastory, and that bishop and count wore to

13 1pid., ppe 57380 HRudolph also granted Cluny the
right of colning its omn money. John XI also confirmed this
right. Cluny exercised this privilege for 300 yearse. Joan
Evans, Honastic Life at Cluny (Iondon: Oxford University Press,
1931), De 10
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protect Cluny, a howeo of virtue and learning.r? Again in
929 Hernon, bishop of lacon, confirmed to Cluny four churches
and chapels, These Cluny was to hold as her cwn with no
interference .9

In 931 Joln XI granted e charter that was epoch-malking
in tho history of Cluny. Jokhn says

Decauso it is only too clear that almost all monasteries

have erred from tho rogular life, we grant, that if any

monk from any monastery should wish to pass over to your
(Cdo's) manner of living with the sole purpose of amend=

ing his life, that is, if his former abbot has neglected .

to provide a regular means of subsliastence..., thou (0do)

RIS menantery be Gormetangl = inaR

In the past thia privilege of recelving monks from othor
monagteries had *aee.n granted but very raroiy. The Council of
Agdo in tho Sixth Century had forbidden any abbot to roceive
strange monks into his monastery unless with the abbot's good
will and consent.l?” Also, Fenodict himself in his Rule had
spceifically stated that once a monk had made his profession

at o monastory, thore he must remain so long as he follows a

1¢ 1.X. Hamm, The History of the Popes in the Hiddle Ages
(Ste Louis: Herder """:soo.z'ﬂ_ﬂfo., L3 PR Pl P Anmn
Gigny had violently scized some of the possessions of Cluny
soon after Bermo dled. The reference is to this incident.

15 smith, ope 0ibes ‘Po 52

18 3pid., pa 47

17 Rdward H. Landon, A Manual of Councils of tho Holy
Catholic Church (Edinburghs John Grant, 1909), I, 12e
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monastic 1ife.*8 Now, however, with the express sanction
of papsl authority the woy was clear for Cluny's propaganda
work and the -roception of any monastery or monastlc group
under his authority for reform purposes.*® This same charter,
moreover, again secured Cluny against outside domination, and
the freecdom of chiolce by the monks In the elegtion of an
abbot was assured. Finally, no one was to take away the sexrfs
of Uluny or attack its property, and snathoma was pronounced
on those who broke and bleasing upon those who kept fhe
clauses of the chax*ter@m i

Tho next yoar, in 952, the pope roconfirmed the same
privileges of Cluny with a charter. SI1x years J.s.ta_z' Leo VI1
reaffirmod the privileges granted by Jolm and added that Oluny
was free from all outalde domination as Willlam the Pious had
dooroed.?l In 939 King Louis of Frange confirmed tho monast=
ory's privileges. Cluny was to remain as Dulkte William the
Pious had decreed, 'liber ot absolutuat’, subject to Rome

alones. The monks, moreover, were to choose thelir own abbot 22

18 cee chapter I; ppe 5-6e

19 smith, ope Oltes Ppe 47=48. Also, Williams, ope gite,
Dphe 29«30+

20 smith, ope Gite; P« 49
23 Ibldey Pf 4%,

22 Tpid., pe 50+
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This action of Louls probably grow out of a petition by Hugh
the Tlackk who had aaked. Louls to confirm all -of Cluny's
charbtor .25 e !

Pesides the charters confirming the .privileges of Cluny,
yot othor charters. were. reoei#ed in 929, 931, 934, and 939
confirming the possessions that had come to Gluny as part of
the original gift from William tho Pious and as gi.fts from
bishops, counts, and lamnan.M

A3 statod bsforc, these chartora wara apoch—mking in the
nistory of the monastery, and as far as thnt Boes, in the
history of Senedictino monasticlsme '.l‘hrctugh the..provi-.siuns
of theso chartors, privi]'.oges. werae established that set Cluny
aslde as a monastery of speciel significance ond allotted to
her a position of exceptlonal distinotione Although in form
and nature ilenedictine and espousing those principles that
bad come dowvm to hor through Benedlotine tradition, she under
Gdo fell heir to a form of monachism and principles o:; organ-
ization that were foreign to the letter of the originel Rule.
The right to recoivo monks from other monasteries was an inno-
vation without precedent, and while the tendenocy toward central-
ization was in :H;_ ombryo state through tho work of Benedict
of Aniane, yet the actuai practice of incorporating new and
reforimed monasteries under the sole supervision of the abbot
of Cluny was not only new to monastic organization, but in

24 1bid., ps 58e
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dircet contradiction to the principles of Benedlnt of Iursia.
It will bo recalled that Bonediet inthe Sizkh Century strove
to oreate a monastic commmity that was a unit within itself,
owing allegiance to nome othor head or group within the sphere
of Bonediobiniem. Ilowevor, what by charters -.was granted to
Uluny, cut diroctly at the basis of the oor.mmﬁl uni:'f.';,. for the
nonasteries that came to be assoclated with Gluny were no
longer sbsolutely free and conmpletely unfettered, bnt were
subject to the abbobt of Gluny alones In a word, the trend was
no longer btoward daoentmliza.tion but toward centralizat&nn,
and accordingly, away from the temper and tons of Benedictism.2°
This muat be born in mind however, regardless of how close the
connection may have boen with Cluny,; there was no formal
afriliation, 1.0+ no formal system of organisation.d0
Those charters awarded to Cluny one other privilege that

beforc the Tonth Century was foreign to monastic practices
Dukte ¥William the Plous had willed that Cluny should be sub=
joot to the Romen bishop alone. AL the tims when the stipe
ulation was made, thé Duke may have been on somewhnt doubt=
ful ground in himself deeling with the purely acnles;i_astioal
stotus of Clunys The reference to the Romen See in the will
stiould be rogarded perhaps as of the nature of a "solerm
rocoumendation of ita interests and possessions to the charge

of tho Supreme Pontiff.—;l_"a? - Yet regardless of what Willlam

25 Ibide, ppe 50=58. -

g? Evans, ope Gite, -ppe 10=11,.
‘:7111131118, m.. cib.i, Pe S0e.
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actually had in mind, the fact remains that inthe papal and
royal charters greanted to Odo tho stotus of Cluny was astab-
llghed, and that posliion was ono of completo autonomy. Io
gecular, ecclesiastical power of any significancs ooﬁl& selze,
diminish, destroy, or infringe upon either the possescions or
' the privileges of' (luny, nono save tho Roman Pontifi, and even
ho could not oxerolsc ‘complete fresdom in his relaﬁ@a with
‘the monastoery. Thus th@'. position of Cluny wag eata:biishaﬂ,
and armsd with muserous charters from both secular and eccle-
siastical sources, the abbol and his monks wero at v:.l.:._berty
t0 carry on the work of their reform. £

While the beginning was made by Berno by the addition of
at loast three hew houses to the sphere of Glﬁny's influence,
Cdo, in the spirit of his predecessor snd with equal viger,
carried on the work. By 930 three mors houses were reforued,
among them tho great houwse of Flourys From the work dono at
Flowry the Pane of Gdo spread so quickly and so widely tha.t
not only laymen but also several bishops Joined the commmity
at Cluny. 4And, it is reporbed, vhoever bullt a monastery.-in
those days delivered it to the suthority of Cdo that he might
order and direct it.*° :

In the later years of his _11::‘9 Odo spent amch i:ime in

reform work in Italy where tho state of religion was worse

28 gmith, ops 0it., ppe 58=40. Williams, Ope Slbe; De 85,
- gbates that in aeventoen lived under the discipline of

- Glunye
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than in France. Tho entire church from the papacy downward
nad bocome secularizod. In the upper ranks of the clerzy
Iwmary ruled, while the 10'3.193‘.’ vanke of priest indulged.in the
pleasures of tho common people. Soctions of the clerzy opons
1y paraded their wives and conoubiness - In &he rogular church
condlitions were equally as bade ﬁonaaterieé le.ar desexrted
and monastery lands lay waste as tho result -qf' invesions and
only in isclated co*m:unﬁ.i;.tea was any rule foliowed.. i‘i‘i.ni: was
needed wasg strong ‘ntornul roform with compei:ent supports Italy
regeived both in the form oi' 0do as the internal nowez' and
Alberic, Duke of Rome s 0a the external supporta Gdo was appointe
ed by Llberio director of the moncateries in Rume, a.nd no doubt
the work carried on wag o the same-lines as i:nat of Gluny.

The muubor of monasi:griea that felt the influnence o.f.‘.._aﬂa,uqnd
where reform was effected totalled sight at loa.s;i';.,- !;nolﬁéing

iionte Cessino and Sublacos Hefore Odo retuwrned to 'Gii.insr'his
InTiluence extondod as far south as Haples and Salerno.29

Thus in the very capable hands of a plous, virtuous

abbot the work of Cluny progresseds ind Cluny itself sbtood

alona, ths semblence of monastic autonomys
Abbot Aymardus

“hen Odo died In 941 Aymardus becams the third abbob of

29 gpmith, ope olta, pps GO~G4s : g 2

£
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Cluny. Very little is lmown of him and his personal 1ife.50
He evidently was a.ppoi:_wed coadjuster and successor at Cluny
by Odo as earliy as 03849 The early appointment was probably
necesaitated by the frequent absences of 0do. Logend says
that Aymardus was selected because of 2ls deen humilitye In
the charters in which he is mentloned the adjective humllis
is nearly always profixoed bhefore his namo,

According to the Life of iajolus, the history of Aymardus?
suscessor, "Aymardus, son of happy memory and blessed simpll-
c¢ity, was zealous in inoroasing the property of the monastery
and in acquiring material goods. ZPosides thls he was dovoted
on the observances of tho Rules"2 Rudolph Glabe, a:Ulunlas
monk and historian of the Fleventh Century, deeribeé;: hin as
"a simple man though not as well known and famous as othor
abbots of Cluny, yet like them carefully he upheld regular
disoipling !S53 e

In the later years of his life Aymerdus becams blinde It

was provably on that account that after fifieen years as abbob

90 The writer was able to find very littlo on the mana
Vhat materials axe incorporated into this section on Aymardus
are essentially a reprcduction of the pertinent facta in one
chapter and various other referonces in L.H. Smith, The Early
History of the Honastery of Cluny (Oxford University Press:
Hew Xor "

i, 1U20), DPe G6=90s

3L 5 charter of 938 speaka of Cluny whers Lord Aymardus
was abbot. Smlth, LDe. 'Gito’ D= 884

52 piviiothsca Clunlacensis, pe 269, as quoted in Smith,
ODe _0_1-20'.! De Ds : .

85 Smith, OpPe q1t.' Pe 90,
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he retired from active participation in the administration of
the monsstorye. Knowing that ono of the monks in particular,
Hajolus by name, was éul:st_anﬂing for good deeds and virtuous _
1iving, Aymardus called his monks btogether and urged them to

choose a new abbot who could bettor look after the needs of

the monastory. He suggaltod #njolus, whom the md’riﬁé thon
elected,. After Hajolus had been appointed as ‘his suceaasor,

*' the weary, blind abbot retired to the s.ur.u-my to. apana nis
' remaining days in peace c54 P

Begimning with the Rule of Cdo and eontinulng on durj.ng
tho abbacacy of &ynmrdua, Glmmy was presented w.tth mny gifts
of land and property oy both laymen and t:!.taurg;qy:nemr ﬁo ths.t the
physiocal wealth of ths mona.s!:ery grevs Under 0do's :'ule,
while the aplritual reknm of the abboey was estnblished,
1little attention was paid to these material interests; to
thelr organiszation and administrations Here Amudus' more
practical gifts came \to the fore. ILaclking in the allearound
stature of his predecessors, he seem to have been a thorough
organizer and administrator, a talent either lecking in the
other abbots or hidden boneath the more urgent needs of seour-
ing the foundation of the ebbeys How and o what exbent his
work of administration was carried out, is not kmown. However,
beyond being a careful adherent of the Rule as it functioned
at Cluny, Aymardus! chisf olalm to fame lay in his practical

S4 1pids, pe 89
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talents as the organizer and administrator of the property
and wealth of.the monastery.5d

Since he was b1lind and of 1ll health, iymardus could not
travel.as oxtensively as did Odos For that roason his reform
work was quite limited. Only two monasteriea are lmown to
have come under Clunyt's jurisdioticn_uhila ho was abbots The
first was Celsiniacus, whioch Louis IV made a possession of .
Clumye. The second was St. Anands, given to Cluny by Conrad,
king of Burgundy, in 958. Thesc two houses were reformed in
accordance with Clunisc practice and tradition.9% -

Tho gifts from Louls IV and Conrad of Burgundy were both
conlirmed by charter. In 959 Louls the king of Etmgundy COn~=
firmed the possessions of Cluny and slso those of SE.' Amandls.
Yo count or magaate could interfere with the monasteries or
their property, which was for the monk's use e;lonp .5_7 Besides
these, Aymardus received three royal charters from Iouls, king
of the Franks .38 According to these documents Clumy's property
was again confirmed and secured: it was to be held fresly

35 The devolopmont of the Cluny estates brought the abbsy
for the first time into the feudal courts. The earlior Zene-
dictine idea had been that a monk or his commnity should not
bring an aotion to court and that he should appear in court
vnder excoptlonal cirocumstances, as a witness to the. truthe.
Evens, Ope Clts, Pe 15.

36 smith, ope olte, De 92.
37 Ivid., Do 92

S8 Ibid., po 92. These oharters were granted in 946
952, and D56 57 "
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with no interference from outaide authority as former chartere
had declared.39 Also, in 949 Aymardus received e charter
from Pope Agapitus II; The monastéeries liberties and privie
loges wore confirmed and freedom from the domination of kings,
couwnbts, or rolatives of Dulke William the Plous was assured.'
lionks wore freely to elect thelr abbot without consulting
any prince, nor was bialzop, count, or any other person to
onter the monastory or give orders wlthoub the abbot's ox=
vreased consent and pemisgion.v Ho person ﬁaa to seize or
.attack the monastery's propertye. Other possessions, churches,
villages, and lands were confirmed as part of the monasteryts
eatate. and to show that 1t bshoved the Holy Ses to guard
and cherish Cluny, the monzstery was to pay ten‘solid!. to
llome overy five years. Those who did not observe the clauses
of the charter were to be bound with the chains of anathema,
alienated from the kingdom of the church of God, and tortured
eternally by the devil.Z20

Thus the third abbot carried on the work that had baetn
started by the first abbot. ¥While the extent of Aymardus?
reform work was not nearly as great as that of preceding
heads Oluny, yet the charactor and quality was in complete
harmony with the practices and princlples and traditions
~ that had become so integral a part of the Cluniac heritages

359 Tbide, pe 93.
40 Tbide,; Pe 93.
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By charter and docree heor position had again been reaffirmed,
that of monasteory free and autonomous. Although Aymardus

Aid 1little to add to the progross of the development of the

- Cluaniac Order, this mmch can be sald = he did not permit any -
of the monastory's privileges to be removod or har autonomous

pogition to be encroached upons
AbDOC Hajolus

In his later ysars Aymardus became blind and chose as
his suocessor Majolus; who became the fourth abbot Cluny.4l
Dorn of an old provincial family that wes quite woalthy,
Hujolus was provided with a thorough education in the schools
of Iiyon, whore he. was later ordained as priest.42 At an early
age he reotirsd to live a 1life of solltude. 5o great was the
fame of auch actlon however that instead of the 1ife of soli-
tude that he sought, ho was brought more conspicuously into
the forefront of affairs of that arca and commmity, to the
exbent that he was urged to accept tho bishopric of Besanoon..
Thia position he refused to accept because of his humble
nature, He feared that he would become too involved in secular
affairs, for his desire was rather to seck the highest degroe

41 1ocording to o charter of 954 Hsjolus 1s named as °
abbot, but Aymardus! name with the title of abbot atill -
appears in charters up to 956, from 955 to 960 less frequent-
1y, a:;ﬂ finally for the last time in 964. Smith, op, cit.,
De 105, L kY

42 Hvans, O« 9.'.1:?.'" Pe 15 Cfe Smi'bh’ ODe _Q_EO' Da 100,




55

of porfection available to man, that offered in monastic life.

. Accordingly, he left Lyon snd entored Oluny.4® He soon gaine
ed famo ot the monsstery because of his obedient; virtuocus,
humble 1ife and was later eleovated to the abbot's chair by
Aymordus himsell.4€ :

Cne inclident is aignificant to show the qualit!.ea, ains,
and {,oals of the abbots During tho lator part of the Tenth
Jentury when tho stock of Rome had reached such a low ebb,
Ctto II, in 975, upon the death of Zenedict VI, was asked to
obtain the election of a sultable popes Otto callepi:' Ha Jolus
to Germany to consult him on the subjects Through the urgings
of influential mon of the court, iajolus himael,i‘: was asked to
assume the papal thrones The abbot of Clhuny, howeve:p, did
not feel himself competent to manage the mltitude of secular
affalrs in Home and proferred his position as abbot of Clunye
lic pleaded that he had nothing in common with the Romsns, -
neither nationality nor monners. The ianperoé must look elsew
vhere, for hoe could not accept the position. Iot only did the
abbot plend that he was not competent, but he had been warned
by Soripture to refuse the tiara of the Homan Bishop. ‘Yhen

43 smith, ope gite, De 108.

44 Evans, o o ciba, ppe 15-16. The namo that Ha 1us
established ror elf may have been determined by o
foatures of the man. Unlike puny O0do and humble Amardus
~ Kajolus was a speciman of a man. According to Odilo, his

- disclple, he was solexm of galt, exalted in voloe, eloguent
. of speech, angelic in countenance, sereme in appearance, in

" every motion, gesture, or action displaying an aire of
“honorableneas.
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the proposal was made to Hajolus, ho consulted his Hew Testa=.

mont for advice. The text opened at Cols. 23 599 which ho look=

ed upon as a warning that ho ought to reject the proposal as
a temptatlion to ve avolded. Thus linjolus was devoted o the
work of monasticlsm and the work of reform at Gluhy-és
Kz jolus as a‘abot- ocontinued Aymardus'! work in ‘oqn'solm- :

ating the wealth and pﬁaaessitms of Cluny and carrie“d:_‘ on the
reform taska of Cdo<¥’  Plve move houses in Francs were TO-
formed by Hajolus during his lifetime and gifts of land; pro-
porty, churches, chapels were .added to.the 1list of p&sse‘saims
already at tho disposal of the abbey«46  Theo reform énergies

£ Hajolus were alsc expeonced outside of I'rance. - As a close

friond and advisor of Imperor Otto II and his wifey39 ne

spent much time In Italy end et the royal gourte In 'mcomitlon

for hla scrvices the Emperor gave him several monasteries at.

Pavla and Ravenna, which immediately fell under the reforming

45 powaro lest any man spoil you through philosophy and
vain tradition of men, after the rudimentas of tho world, and
not aftor Christ,

406 ilann, ope cit., IV, 31G. OCf. also, Heander, op. olt.;
:‘:II 2 418. ;

47 Bvans, op. gits; ps 16

48 of the 1372 charters which cover the period while
Aymardus was abbof, the majority record deeds of gifts from
laymen, Hany gifts werc also recelived from bilshops.

49 fhe monk Syro of this period reports that "he was the
eay and depository of the imporial secrets, those who had any
dealing with Otto scelting him out as intermediary.®™ Smith,
©p» gite; Pe 1054 ‘ -
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hand of the abbol,d0

A8 Odo and.Aymerdus had done very little to inmcrease the -
umber of monast_arﬂ;.cs daziahdcnt- on Gluny, so R:gjpl*.m ﬁé.s COon=
tent morely %o restore and . reform Benodiotine houses without |
bringing them into any formal relation with Cluny.. ~The worle
o‘" reform did not yob ':rmlude the principle of au‘bmlss.‘:.on to
Cluny.5t then ¥a jolus ‘bocame abbot, only five mone.etaﬂes
were subject Uo him; In the sense that they 10 ked to Glurw
as their superior and source of authority.52 while ; _spve,_z‘al
monagtories had. been revitalized by Hajolus and hac‘i ,:b?i.ttemad
thelir customas and _;pmctibeé upon those of housss féi‘dz‘inad-':by |
Cluny, they were not members of a distinct order. Cl_ofse_tl:r
allled %o Cluny by ties of friemdshlp and by com.non 450&18 g
and objectivesa, they yot recognized no superior .house to wh!.oh
obedience was absolute, but preserved as part of their heri-

tage the Benedictine principle of lcoal aubonomy.«99

50 Zvans, Ope gite Do 16e
81 "gonastic Orders", Cambridze Hedieval History, V, 663.
o2 'snnm, Ope Oits, De 115, :

53 Gamhrigﬁa Led!.aval Alstory, V. 863. This is showmn in
his relabion with the monastery o "loury, once reformed by
Cdoe. ©llbaldy; the abbot, hod boen appointed by Lothar, king
of the Franks, a dlrect infringemont upon the rights of.‘ the
monkge iHen Gerbert of EBobblo asked Hajolus to intorferezhe.
denouncé& the audacity of the king and the abbot. Yet g olus
walle realizing that prestige could be gmined, declinod
interferes The abbot ought to be condenmad, Ea jolus said. but
it was not for him to pass the oondemmation, since Fleury

wos under a different ruler and in a ditferunt land. GCfe
Smﬁth, ob» Git‘t. PPo 103-111, and l..azm, ODs Gito, v,.. S8a
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tthile there was no orgonized movement toward the estab=
lishment of Cluny as tho head of an order, yot it is evident
that under i‘ajolus e tenbtative beglimming in that direoction

vas nade. Soveral monasteries were placed directly under him,

Thua, Ste Soviour?s at Pavia was given directly to ¥ajolus
and confirmed by charter.9% In 967 another monastery in 1
Pavia was given to tho abbot of Cluny. These as well as Ste |
lorcol de Sauvcet, Ste i\m‘-.x_-.c de Rosaris, Arluc, Hontmsjour,
end St. Amand's were oither given to Cluny or placed direote
17 under the outhority of Nojoluss5® And in his relations
with the monkas of lalor Monastsrium the thought of the prime-
acy of tho Cluniac gbbot, while definitely not stated; is
oxprosaed in no uncertain terma,.S6 |
Thas lajolus carricd on the work of reform, bringing
nore and pany monastorics underthe vitalizing influence of .

Cluny. o longer restricted to Aquitaine and the éurromding

5% smith, op, oifiss De 116
85 Ev&nﬂ‘, _.m.. Git'., Pe 161 : ; ; |

96 The monastery had boen reformed by.FEajolus and thirteen
Cluniac monks at the request of Odo of Chompegnes Yhen the
king heard of the work done, he suggested, after having gotten
papal consent, to Count Cdo that one of tha thirteen monis
be appointod abbot and that the monastery be declared indes
pendent of Clunye. Hoyal and pspal privileges wers granted and
tho meonastery was declared a special subject of Roms, subject
to nono elsc. When Majolus heard of this, he went to the :
monastery to protest. 1In his speech herore the monks he calls
thom gl;l.em sons igml agks why they havge alig:ateg themaelves

mo Horeovor. ve caen
from no‘%yfar ding gh.a e S e mﬁgg
usur i:ag the ius oI‘ Cluny by setting himself up as abbot in
opposition to Cluny. The abbot of the monastery escaped only .

explai.nhég that he acted in asccordance with the kings com-
mﬂhﬂﬂc I C t.’ p. 121..
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corsvmwnliles, the work spfeaﬂ to all parts of Italy, Franca,
and even CGormony. How many hounses agtually were functloning
a8 & result of sction of tho Cluniac monlca 1s wncertain,

¥ot the spirit of Cluny was spreading and in degencrate and
irrvogular monasteries the monastic ideal was again roestablishe
edye TRll in ths stops of the preccding abbots the tgék'ﬂas
being completeds Yot with Uajolus an wdercurrent of thought
end activity is evident, that Cluny wes no longer content to
reform monasterios as parts merely of a greater lenedlctine
crganizetion, bul rather with Hajolus & syatom of contrale
ization, as o mothod of reform, was gradually malcing its

4npearance

[ TSNS W e



CHAPTER V
FROM ODILO TO HUGH
~ Abbot 0dilo

Three years before his death in 994 Hajolus apzointed a
monk of Cluny, 04llo, as his coadjustor, and‘u'pon his death
liajolus was succeeded by Odilo as avbotel 4 descendent of an
old and wealthy family of' Auvergne, hls parents were notad
for their pleby and virtue. &3 a chlld, like odo befora him,
0dilo was physically a weakling, partially naralised, small,
thin, palo, but filled with energye. From c!:ild]mod he waa
dedlicated to the church and at an early age entored %. Julian's
Erioude, where he soon distingulshed himself f-or his humility,
good worikzs, and purity.2 Dut feeling that St. Julian's vas
not sufficient since salvation could be ’attai.no'd only by means

1 Joan Evans, Honastic L‘.Lfe at (London: Oxford
Uni;ersity Praag, 153?:7, 'E f i a%s?i,q L.'B:zi" imig;r The
Early Histo of the Honasate Ou ow Yoric: ozd
Univorsity Preoss, 1920), ps 14de irst charter that
mentions 0dilo as abbot is dated 994.‘

2 An incident from his lator life depicts his character.
0dilo galned great fame on account of his charitable works,
especlally among the poor, during severe famines in France.
On one occasion after all the graneries of the monastery had
veen emptled, he ordered the precious church veassels melted
down and sold the metal plus tho ornmaments of the church to
buy food to alleviate the extreme distress among the paﬁles
Augustus Feander, & General E!.nt of the Christian Re g;orn
and Church (Boston: Houghton, Hifflin and Company, 187
IEI, 418.
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of regular monastic living, he entered Cluny «° There as a
novice he soon gained dlatinction for good works, humility,
and modoration,4 go that ilajolus came to regard him with
special loves Vhen tho old abbot felt death approaching, he
called together all the monks of Cluny and proclaimed 0dilo
his successor. Thoe cholce was rotifiod unanimously by all
the wonlks proesent o9 .
Llttle is knowm of the firat years of his ruie_ g;r.cept
thet at Cluny the number of monks was increased, so ‘that the
building of the monaste_ry were enlargeded ‘Howevor,.: these
early years were probably spent in extending tho reform and
in supervising the houses that were under the guardilanship of
the abbot of Cluny. Ohgrters of gifts and protection give
ovidonce of that fact. Tho Empress Adelaide gave to 0dilo

the monastory of St. Victor's at Goneva and also Payence

S ¢dilo had alveady met Hajolus and it was throush his
friendship wz.th the old abbot that he was drawn to Clunye
.-mth,,__n. [« 35 tc; Pe 1&5.

¢ The Life of 0dilo devotes an entire chapter to one of
the chief virtues of Odilo, that of moderations L.i. Smith,
ops oite, introduction, p. xive Some of his qualities
brought him into the censure of tho severe. 2ut Cdilo told .
them that if he had to be dammed, he would rather be damned
for over=indulgence than for ovors=hardnesss H.K. Hanng
The Lives of the Popes in the #iddle Apes (St. Louls: }Ierder

Eoolz Company, 1925), Vs

S For the life of 0dilo see Smith, opes cits, ppe 143
146« Also, Evans, Dpe glte;, P» 16a

. 6 pa1lo 1iked to boast over his new bulldings, comparing
himself to Julius Caesar, in that ho had found Cluny wood
and left it marble. ZEvuns, ope gite, pPe 20,
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In 955 the bishop of Aviun gave Cluny the monastery of ies-
veresy in 993 one Hudolph gave Cluny a nonastery at Bevaise
ilso, the Count of Chalon an imporbtant monastery at Pacy. In
1010 5t. Andre=de-fap was given to Cluny, and in 1026 Vezelay
came under cluniao rale, In 1030 Amadeus I of Savore=-Belly
made a gift of Halaucene, and in 1038 An‘bri‘érla was added,
Othors wore Hantus, St. Florin, and St.lcg;omha."' Iin eddition
to these varlous houses end monasteries were given and confirme
ed to Cluny by Huperors Otto :."-II in:998, 999, and 10013 by
Henry II in 1003; by Conrad in 1024. These presents to Cluny
wore confiirmed as dependents of Cluny end as such were granted
all the rights and privileges that the mother monastery enjoy=
ed.& Cifts of land, monasteries, and churches were also mads
by dukes and counts, thelr poasession by Cluny being confirme-
ed by charters.? All theso combined to make Cluny a center

of material wealth and a conter of reform activity, the fore-
most of that age.l0

7 tmis 1liat of sites is found in Bvans, gbs gike, De 19
The author says that tneae are far from being tho only acquiw
altionss

8 Smlth, ops oib., ppe 150-152.
9 Ibide, ppe 152-154, :

10 ryst how many monasterles wore connected with Cluny
at this time is uncertaln. However, the number must have béen
quite large, for when Hugh, the next abbot roached the helght
of his work there were 10, 000 monks in the Vluniap systema.
Sucix & number would reguire a large number of monasteries.
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Thile wilkn tho majority of thoss gifts chartora wero -
sronted as a mobtier of formality, several charicrs were gronte
od that avo sirnificante Thun, fox amaai';la, the charier.
prznteod. by Uropory V in U80. In it the pope sxpressed hiis doe
sirs Lo strengihon Cluny with apostolic authoritys. The frocdom
and authority of the monastory was also pmaiameﬁ. : ozmar,
no ong, aowever __,rnrai'. or noweriul, was-to o taa}: it:l m:aastar-
too, 03_1.1, churchss, or any othsr prop&ﬂﬁy, Ho Gulze, bishop,-
Srinss, nor eny other poracn, srect or small, wes to ﬁa&o@%

the monlzs and their pousoncions or dlspube thelr vights Lo

tithes. Under pain of anothoma « and this is ‘porbaps tho wost
fuporient proviesion of the gharler - 1o bishon or pz-iaat T8 -

to . entey the monastery for ordinabion of monls; oumssorabion
of hor ohuarches, or gulohration of Hass unicss zeked to 4o =o
by tho ghbobe -Honke wore o be oxrdalngd Uy whatever bishop andg
In vhatowsr place tho abbot so Sosivode The atuot, who wsa -
to be chosen By the ocomaon coungsel and consont of the monks,
could ask any 4ishop to condcorats hine mizhmm wag oalled
dowa on auy vhw dored go against tho shmdbore Mually; &
Zong 1ist of lands, churchos and monactorics waz inocluded
and thoso wero to bo eudject Lo Sluny sbsolulely and a]‘aana.?‘i
In 1036 thoso same privileges wore coafirmed by Seunodiot VIIX
for Yluny itsolf end cxbonded te all the dependon$ housos of

L Ggtiring Ve ¥illiaus, Homastio Studlos (Hancheabor:
Eanchoster Unlver aity Press, 4 3 Da & also, Saith,
Ope 8ite, Pa 140, and bvans, 0pe cifes; Do IS
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Burgundy, Aquitaine, and Provence.l@

Again in 1027 Jdohn XIX granted Odilo a vory full charter
confirming all of Cluny's privileges and liberties., In the
yvear in the presence of fonrad II the pope maffj.rmecl Clhunyts
privileges. Of speciiic note was the provisicn that no bishe
op was to oxzcomrunicate the monizs of the ab‘r}cs'iis' Also; in
1045=1046 Grogory tho Sixth at Odilots request con{irmed
Cluny's privilegos and posseazion of monaasteries thaltjhad
been granted by Conrad!s royal charterss cloyn_z_é;tt IT .’m 1047
recommended Cluny and iis posseasions to all the ‘blshops;.
princos, end magnates of Gaul and Agquitaine.lé I‘hu.sthe
privileges and liberties of Cluny wero assureds Tho .-'q:utu-‘
nowy granted to her &léeacly by Yiillian the I’ioiyg 'H"Q...B again
established for Cdilo as it had been for the @'&'&t‘_ébbbtﬂ\

- preceding him. Host significant factor about the z;ngirisiqna
of tho chartor 1tself; oxoept for the f_aﬁt that ‘t‘.-:e goneral
auntonoy of the monasbory was reasserted, was. its freedom
from the power of the diocesan bishope Although this cone
dition had been clearly stipulated in previous oharters,

it ameom that only now under 0dllo was the plan actually
 carried into praotice, so as to gain rosultse Such actfon

was, a9 we shall soe, not without its repercussions.

12 Evans, ops oites P« 18e COf. also, Hann, ope gite,
v, 195, Sy S

13 smith, ope ¢ite, Pe 150« CFf. also, Hann, ope oite,
V, 195.- > :

14 1pid., p. 150
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Cdilo lilke his predocesscrs roformed nany monastories.

Put unlike them he tended Lo male these monasierles subject
to Cluny. It is with hia that the idea of a (lunisc Order
mey be seld esotually to have begun, although, as gsen above,
traces of such tendenclos wers alrcady present under Eﬁe.;]olua.ls'
Evidence for such a program may be found in the charter of
Grogory V¥V in 3080. In the words of the charter for the first
time lsnguage is used that clearly sugsests that the abtot

of Clumy was the "ordinary® of the entire Cluniasc congregation,
Tan extension,” as ¥illisms says, "beyond all territorial

1imits of the privileges of Willlam's Testementum.Y® This
sane thought is evident in & bull of Jenedict ViII, granted
in 1016, that "alike'civilly and ecclesiastlically the Capub
Urdinis and all hls pevtinentis owed noc allogiance whatscever
savo only to the Apostolic See."? In a negative manner
Adalboro of Rheims confirmed this new trend of organization
among the Cluniscese. Vriting a satire against the system of
monaaticism at Cluny, Adalberco first atbacked the leaders who,
in corder to carry through thelr reform, falsely assertag! that
they wore reviving thoe prineiples and custom of old. "Thoy
fommlatc now theorios which they oall old, writing abave them
Ylox antiquissimat»"18 Cne of the most vicious of their ine

15 Lvans, _0_2, Oitn_-’ p, IEI,
16 willioms, ops Oite, Pe Sla
17 Ibide, pe 31s

18 4s quoted by Smith, ope git., pe 16Ge

e




novationg, Ldelboro hold; was their teaching the unsondibtione
al obedicnee of the monit to his abbot, ®so that what o monk
wonld rofuse to do of his owa will, he was compelled to do
by force.'t? Thilo this assertion Adelboro doee nof spocie
fically slato the charactor of the new trend of monastic gove
ernment; yeb in his dommeiation of absolute mcns.sei'fq_,: disci-
plinc to the abbot, the tendency is spparent. Whlle -f.i.t is
true that in Benedlatino monasticlism as a whal."e the monls
owed chedlience to the atbot, that feature is given particular
significance when one stops tc consider that vy the bime.
04ilo becoame abbot @ numbor of monasteriea had already boaome
subjeet to and dopondent ﬁpon Cluny and her sbbot. Actually
then, though they yeot occupled cells at Tho monnateries veyond
the territoricl limite of Cluny itself, they for a2ll practi~
cal purposcs by boing subjoct to Cluny, owmed no superior
other than the abbot of (luny. And vhat else was that than
the reslizgtion of the now trend toward definite centrale
ization of power, that of making Cluny the hesd of the Cluniaes
Urdor. Thus there is agrecment with what Ham.*-.li:-aﬁ sgya, that
gdilo's work at Cluny waes distinguished by the inten-
sive application of Clumiac customs te a congregation
dopendont houoeSees It may bo sald that 0dilo lelt
Cluny, hitherto morely a spiritual power among Denee
¢iectine houses, tho head of an order, as distinct from

2 1mere co ﬁation of monasterles within the iZenedicts
ine syatem.”

19 As quoted by Smith, op. Oite pe 166e

Gsio “ionastic Orders,"” Cambridge Medieval History, V,
Po .
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¥hat this innovation meant in actual practice was a far
ory fronm tho origizﬁl Rulo of 3. Benedicte :;coordfl.ng to
its first ex poait'-on theo Hule stated that the monkz was sub=
jest to his abbot. But the abbob exercised Jurlsdiction over
nis own monastery only, there being no commection between
his abbey and that of anothor abbobts With ths il.rmavai:ion of

2dilo this entire sot-up was changed. o lon,_,ar did ultm‘

_denote a particular form of monastic discipline, a new monastic

sechb within a larger organ?.z.a-‘l:ion, but rather; it denoted a
society or assoclation of many monastories thHab acknowlodged
ono head and fellowed the same rule of lifes As Xosheim says
"It donoted first that mode of living which Odo prescribed
to the densdictine monks of Ulumy aad then the whole
awaber of monasteries in dlffereni: parts of Europe which
embraced the reguletions of Gluny and unibtad in a kind
or asancia.tion if whion the abbot of Cluny in France
vas the hoale _
Tma ths cyole was completed, aud Cluny was no ‘lonp_;ar purely
encdlotine but an Order, = congregebion, & spurlous offshoob
110t iniem 22 ~
1..-.421. qigcuinisme™
in spite of the fast that "s.'-nro“r;h papal aad '::'0;9‘3.1 charters
the sutonomous position of Cluny and hor dopeandents WAS Un=
gquestionably esatabllished, Clumy was an odject of attao!c. A8

she grow in Gemporal piches and spiritual roknowm, a,ez-‘ pmi.n-

2L Jomn Ls- msueim, J.nsti'butau o.f.' acelesiasticg liistory,

Ancient and Hodern hew Ior" Robert Larter and 4 Pros., 1871),

.LI-L‘ 126-

22 or. Dom Cuthbert Futler, Denedictine Honachism (New
'S’.b' e Longmang, Grenn and Uoej ia » Ps .
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ence became tho objoot _o'.f.‘ envy and jealousy, her richeos
8tirring uwp the gresd of the lay loxds and her indepondeénce
the joalousy of the diocesan bishiwops In 1016 Cluny was attaclk-
cd by lay lords and in 3.02‘5 by the epiz;copate.%

According to a letlor from Tjené:‘lict VIL1I tc the bishops
of Durpundy, Aquitaine, and Provence, the ncws had reached
. Dome that greedy men had attacled the lands of Cluny, ravaging.
not only the posssssions of the wonestery, but dlso proying
on the posse.:ssiona of the poor that had been commltted to
CUlunye Such action soriously intorrupted tho functioning
of the monics, in that they could no longer give dus service
to God nor extond thelr customary care and hosnitality to the
guests and ﬁoor of tie monastery. The whole church was made
to suffer thoroby, as the prayors and Hasses, which Cluny had
heretolfors offored for all the faithful, had to be curtailed.
Jocordingly, it behoved the ' althful to have compassion on
Cluny’s plight and to rally to her slde. iAg for the thieves
and persecutors, if they did not return vhat had been taken
VY a cortain date, theywere to be exocommmicated by the
bishops and as putrifying and lifeloss mombers, cut off from
the body of the church. A tremendous curse was then laid on
- them.2%4  Since thers is no further report on the action of
the popa, the outoome of the sffair 1s not knowne

23 smith, ope. clbe, P+ 155
2¢ Ivid., pp. 157-15S.



he next abtback that came from the outside was more
serious sivee 1t way directed at Cluny's privileges« At the
Cowneil of Angs in 1026 the bishop of Hadon hed appealed to
the bishops thero assembled as&ins;h ngurclmrd', ~grchbichop of
- Viemme, vho haé goneo against cenonical decreoe and ali‘,,hted
s rights as dlocosan Uy ordaining monis a® Cluny tsithout
his (the bishop of Macon) comsonte Durchard cited 0dtlo to
his defemso. 0Odilo then proceded to show the ch_laz"téx:s and
priviloges granted by the nopes, which he reakonad toba suf=
icient proof for the Gobttan of Burchards The bishopdy hows
ovor, werc not content but went further by condeming the
validity of the charbers as golng against tio deéf&eé of the
Counoll of Chalooden in 451.85 The privileges whiek cdilo
citod wero thorofore not binding sinco they wero not in accord
with canonical docrees. Conwvinced Ly this reasonling, the
bighop of Vienna bogged tie paydon of the bishops and asked
forgivoness of the bishop of Hacon.2%

But 0dllo did not take suoh action quietlyes Immediate-
1y ho appealed to tho Empoeror and popo who took up the
plight of Cluny. %The pope expressged his views in four letters:
ono to the bishop of Hacon for hls audacity; one to the u'qh.-

25 The Councll had decreed that abbots snd monks wore to
susnit o their diocesan snd that no bishop was to ordain
mon!:s without the dlocasan‘s consents Edward He Landon,

Eamial of Councils of ﬁne _ig.:t_,z catholioc chtn-m. {Zdinburghs
 Tob ity L $55p35ts of fhe Zoly Cotholle

;] P -

26 smith, opi oibe, pps 168-159.
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bishop of Lyon condemning the bishop of Y¥aoernj s thind to
0dile confirming Ulumy's privileges and 1liberiica; and a
fourth teo Hobort, king of the Franke. ZIRobert; noe doubt upon
thio admonition cf the pope, followed the nopel'a procedurs and
confirmed the chariers granted Ho Cluny. With bobth papal and
Zoyal avthority substantlabing the elslms of Clma‘,_’t'ne mattar
was settlede Dub peace @id not lasht for long, for soon there=
| after anothwr dlspubte wrose betwesn the Glunidcé and the
eplacopate over the monastery of Vezelay. There a Sluniac
meniz had been eppointed abbot for the purpose of reforming the
menasbory; withoubt tho consent of the bishop of Autun. Hhen

ho Lishop excomEminicated the mony; O0&llo eppealed Lo Momee

t.'.

et vosultsd ie not Imowm, bub eventually the king 'mte:-venea,
toclk: over the :mstex";r, and the affair ended.?!

70 this could Do addod tho satire of Adelbero of Hheima,
in vhich he burlesques the Cluniacs, thelr reform program,
and aots forth his own thoory of eselesiastical hierarchy and
program for roforme The contral thought that runs the ontire
worl: is Adelbero's hotred of the changes trensforming soclety
which he attribubed to monastic influences and which he held
ware contrary to the traditions snd laws of the Fathers and
popes .28 |

4ll these sttaciks were signs of a hrgai- movement, of

27 Ibid., ppe 159~1G3e.

28 Inid., ppe 165+169..
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the growing Jealousy and mistrust by corbanin sections of the
soculay chuweh for tho regulara. Irom the 1oy lords sprang
grood for the monasteryts wealihs from the bishops jealouay,

or their authoriiy was being threabtoned by the anbonory which
Clany clained not only for horself, but algo for her subjoct
monastorlas.

Hith the death of Cdilo in 204 tho Liret phase of (lun- .
isc notivity came to an ond.2° The principles of roform had
been firaly grounded and carried through, and Cluny stood
foromost as the roforming house of the age. Vhat 0dllo pract=
fced, what ho enjoyod, what he oxorcised was a far cry from

the days when 0do 'a Jearnad man with a hundrad beoka? atood
ot the rates of Cluny to submit hinmaelf to F.erh&, an abbot
of an insiznificant monastory in the woods and »ollinz hills

of Zguibtaline, GCGreabt changes had transplived in practice and
adminiatration, vubt the wnderlying character and traditions
were stlll over present with CAllo as with Borno. IHonasticlam
was 8bill the ideosl, tho 1life to e preferred,; even zbove theo
honors of the secular churches And the work of reiormy, in the
snirit of Clunlac EBenedictinlsm, was still the end and pur=
_pose of the monks.

But with tho pinacleo of fame and glory a realization
and the work of reform at its peak; there was heard the
oninous rumblings of opposition and dissatisfaction. liot

b

29 Inla,, pe 217
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osontent to sec thelr position wourped, ascblon of Both the
clergy and lalty wore building in thelr nearts a -sincaro
animosity for all that the Clunisocs astood fors In eoslealast-
ical cirecles the cpposition caue noi from tho upper clergy,
ut from the diccese, the local bishop and his suporiors,

the archbishop. Such was Lo bo expocted, Tor their control
of The monasterles with thelr wealth and aubhority wuare sure-
1y slipeing awaye With that ovent the mwings of the dlcsesan
would bLe clippede The lay lorda, not conce:ned sc mch .
aboul the power of tho monasberies, wore concernad asout the
mags of wealth and property in the handa of the monks. Ivery
inerease in physical riches meant that just that mach nore
woalth was passing out of their conbrole In bhobth casea 1E
seomed almost a 1ife and death proposliiion. 3So 1t was for
thelr cun posltlon and thelir owm standing as beth scoular

and ccclesiastical .powers that they had to reglabsr concerne
tnd 8o it wan that opon and diveet opposiiion oropned up

azalnst the Ordeor of Clung.
Abbot fugh

0dilo refused to nominate hia successor; sayling that _he
trusted in the will of God and the wisdom of the monks %o
elect a now abbobt. Their cholco fell upon Hugh of Semur; a
descendont of one of the noblest housos of Burgundyeol

S0 smith, The History of Cluny in the Eleventh Tyelfe
th Conturics inﬁo"‘“ﬁﬁ- T PhLLip A “nd 00e Lbdes s Pe Ole
Cfe aﬂQ, EV&!.‘IB] Ope lt.; De 24s
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Hio fathoor was a noted soldler, while his nmother, also of
noble birith, was known for her pleby and groa® virtus. Before
ugh was born a priest had prodicted Luot thé child would bLa=
GoIG o great andG nvible pilllar of tho chuveh, énd as the boy

gy ho with hls vholce hoart and soul longed o be a mcilie
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11ikoly Lhai the voung Hugh would shbain such
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woe his father "Lhousht 1ittlc of hosvenly things,® -
and declided thut the boy should follow o military carcoer,
Frovicuz Yo sueh training, however, Iugh was sonb T~ & Clune -
iee house, SUe larecel-log-lizlon, 7 gain an educabicn, at
wvilel Sask he devobed Limsell most dillcentlys, Thile ai the
house, unlmovn to his fathor, he fled to Cluny to follow a
monastic life. He was then fourteon years old.5l Hugh's.
decision to enter the monastery came as a groat shoock to his
father, who traveled to Cluny at once in hopes of wimning back
his son. Zut his efforts were futile. Eventually, it seems,
ho became reconciled to the fact and accopted the dgcisionsa

though it was done so with saddness and Aiesappoiifment.Sd

31 vmon Hugh entored the chaptor and presented ais peti-
tion to become & monk, one of the brothers said, "C happy Cluny
that todsy recoiveos a tireasure more procicus thon oy other.”
Smith, O 2&., Pe 32

92 vhen ilugh'a father first saw him at the ronastory
"glad in the habit, such grace of GoG was his (Hugh's) that
oven hia father who still Lure hardly his vocatlon, admitted
that he was very veautiful.” =Smith op. sit., pe 33«

2433 Smith, ope oit., ppe 51=33. Of. also, Evans, op. git.
De o =]

1
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Ab 0luny lHush soon  distingulshed himself above his fellows
for his humility, zeal, and charity. WVhen only eighteen years
old he was appointed prior, and was sent out freguently by
0dilo to tend to the business of the monastery. it the age
of twenty-four he became a priest, and finally at the age of

_twenty-five was elected sole abbot of the great monastery

at Cluny.9%

With Hugh a new ora in the history of Cluny began. Pre-
eminontly a stotesman for sixty years, Hugh governa'd‘ithe
Order as & wlse monarch governs his kingdome As aﬁlid_t he was
the first in a 1line of lordly abbots who ccntr,olle;i'_ tﬁo dé;st-
iny of an international system, 1n which official éﬁ'p_jplanted
peraonal rolationshipa. Horeover, Hugh was known of k:h_mga,
emperora, and popess e gave advice to Emperors Hemry IV
anii Vo ©Un one cccasslon ho headed an ewbassy to ths king of
the IMungarians. He influenced the poliecies of tﬁe royal
house of Castiles Ho addressed Willlam the Gonqueror as an
inferiors Ho invited the king of France, Phillip, to take his
vows at Cluny, and as papal legate sat in judmmant" over both

- 5% smith, ope olte, Pe 33s Cfe also, Evans, op. Sitey
PDe 24-25:, In one account of Hugh's election there is evidence
that the cld Benedictine policy by which the abbot was to be
freely nominated by all the moniks had already fallen into mis-
use. This account reports that 0dilo refused to nominate a
succeasor but approved the suggostion made by some of tie nore
prominent persons of the monastery ting whoever they nominated
should be approved by the monks. Accordingly, when Hugh was
nominated, the nomination was acclaimed Ly all prosent. . Smith,
ODs _q_j_._'_b_o.- PPo I4=350. ;
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ecclasiastical dignitariocs and secular princes.o°

Such actlivity, while 1t lay outside the formal dubties of
the abbot, 4did muoh to increase the prestige of the monastery,
both as a spiritual center and as a depository.for temporal
wealth. Host of all, 1% increased the prestige and power of
" the abbot himself.®® - During the course of the 1::1:37 years
that he ruled, Cluny was glven many new monasteries and many
anciont ones were placed undor the supervision of Hugh. The.
oxact number iB not imown.57 C(ne source says that by the
Twelfth Century 314 housos®® comprised the Order, and another
gays that under Hugh the congregation numbered about 10, 000.

monlkza.99 To what extent the figures are absclutely ocorrect

2’_35 Smith, LDoe Oita, Pa 30s Cfe &130". Evans, O 2&';
De Z0a

36 me early abbots had had o lead the common life of
the nonlkzs. They had to follow the dalily devotions, slesp in
the coimon dormitory, eat 1ln the common dining hall, keep
siloncoe abt certain nowrs snd in certalin piaces. =Zubt with the
increasingly prominent part that the abbot came to play in
public life, theose obligations were gradually looasnad and
finally completely removed, thereby releasing the abbot from
thelir demands., Iugh was considered above the diascipline of
the monastic constitution. &Evans, ops cit., p. 25.

S7 A partial llsting is found in Evans,; ope cites; Dpe
27-32. Cf. also the chapters in Smith, Cluny in the Eleventh
" and Twollth Conturies.

S8 "oluny" Enoyolopedia of Bibleoal, Theolopglcal, ond
Eoolesiastioal Knowledss: (Wow Yorks Happ — rOChord;” 159%),
—l I, sge (]

39 "o1uny® Catholio meolosodia (Few York: Roland
Appleton Company, 1908), 1V, ® . =
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is boside the point. Uhat is significanit, however, is that
oy the time Hugh had reached the pesk of hls fame at Cluny,
he sat at the head of a powerful organization; composed of
many houses and many subjectse Ior were these marshalled
forces reatricted to France alone, for Cluny was now intere
national, claiming houses in Scotland, England, France, Italy,
Spein, and oven one in far off Jorusalem.40
tihile his possessions were increasing, Hugh's power over

the menasteries was increased and more clearly defined. His
legliolative, judiclal, and adminlstrative powors were extend-
ed over subject houses es over Cluny itself.%l Such power
vwas; morcover, sanctioned and confirmed by papsl charters

and bulls. In 1049 Loo IX granted a charter in which Cluny's
chavtors, libertics, and privileges were confirmed snd also
reass-ertec'l the papal guardianshlp over the abbey, "in this
doing nothing new bubt confirming the 0ld."42 . The same was
roaffirmod by Loo's successor, Victor II.%° Three years later
Hugh recoived a charter from Stephan VII in which the pope
confirmed Cluny's tenure of subject houses, churches, and
property. Again, no bishop could excommunicate Cluniac monks

or ordain and consecorato her monks or abbots unless invited

40 Evans, ope gite, PP« 30-31.
41" Ibid., Do 25e
“2 smith, op. cit., pe 39

43 .-lbid-' Pe 450
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%o do 8o by the abbot himself 44 'Agnﬁz. in 1063 Alexander IT
in the first year of his pontificate oonfimad Cluny's right
to all its charters s.nc't poasasniona.45 Urban II in 1087
roaffirmod and amplified Cluny's privileges with the.added
provision that only a legate from Rome was o t?z?re cpon his
mouth against Cluniac monks and mmasteriea.“"s A asecond
charter by Urban in 1088 granted Cluny again her old privilege,
that Cluniac libertics and immmities were confirmed, that
the monasteries of Cluny were never to be removed from Cluniac
supervision.s? ..&;;ain in 1095 when two charters were granted,
the privileges of Cluny were confirmed in wérds' identical to
the charter of 1088,4% "Between 1095 and 1097 qrbﬁ'c%nrima
the rights and privileges of numerous houses under Glﬁnw.
establishing them as the property of Ciluny ‘and ‘nthoreforo de=
pendent upon .her.49 Finally in 1097 Urban granted the abbey
another charter, the fullest statement and exposition ever
ziven on the position and privileges of Cluny:5% Urban's:

44 Tbid., pe 44

45 Ipid., p. 5l.

45 Ibid., ppe 84-85.

47 Smith, ope oite, pe 68 states that to this was added
the spoeocial. priv oge that on five great festivals, and on
Epiphany, Ascension, and the anniversary of the dedication of

the abbey's church the abboi was to wear at Mass the episcopal
mitre, dalmatic, glove, and sandalse

48 Ibid., p. 88
49 -Ilb_ld;-!.?a ppi 93'94'-
90 TBid., ppe 95-97.
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suocessor, Paschal II, contlnued the papal poliecy toward _
Clunys though no new prlvileges were granted. In one chapter,
howover, heo spocifically refers to "all priories and cells
subject to the rogimen of Cluny." These were to be held free
vy the nonastery and preserved for the abbot and 'hié‘ Eueeessora
alvays in peace and quiet. Thisy a3 well as Sluny's former
priviloges, especlally those granted by Grego;-y‘ YiI and Urban
iT was most solemmly confirmed.’l Five days iater-l_fgmn the
Lateran Paschal isauea anotier charter almost identlcal in
wording. 52 shmere is yot ono charter uanamed and m.tdentifiad
that expresses the same views and ctpi.rn.om:.53

Thus onse more by the specific statement or papal charters
Cluny!s privileges, liverties, and poasessions were. mquest:l.on-
ably ostablishede 3ut a step forward toward the @Wsllsaﬂm
of monastic authority had been taken, VWhat had been staxrted
under liajolus and lald out as principle under 0dilo was put
into practice as o basic principle of monastic policy under
Tlugha %he Cluniac abbot was now the Superior, not only of
Cluny, but also of every Cluniac houses The abbot of every
other depondent house, regardless of how =powerful, wasg noms
inated by the abbot of Cluny. All abbeys restored or reformed
by Cluny had to enter the -Order and thereby officially register

51 ij.d‘. PPs 101_102.

52 M"l p. 103..

cm,tasz.Evm. Ops olts; Do 25. Evans gives the te3t of the
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ta subjection to the mother abbey anéd declare its acceptance

' of & subordinate ranl to that of Cluny.9* The rank toc which

they were roduced was that of a priory, while the ruler of the
monastory was demoted o :that of a prior; in all things sub-
ject to the Abbob, the grest abvot at Clunye?® Thus in actual
practlice Iugh sat at the head of the Order as a gi'and monarch
and benecth him functioned a vast system of subordinates who
looked up from their geographlical positions, whether in France,

ormany, Spein, or England, to move and to sct at the ‘beck

end call of their lord, the ibvote Thuo also a new principle

of monasticlon was evolved, and in plece of ‘en autonomous
single monastery under one ablbot, an independent Order, not
merely a chepter, under the supreme hand of a monarchioal
head, was created and firmly established. '

flow Benedlct of Iwraila would have reacted to this new
institubtion is & matter of supposition. However, in view of
his Insistence upon the preversation of the complete autonomy
of Uhe individual monastic group, the monastic commmnity, it
seems safe to surmise that he would have .been quite .adverse
to such new ideas and principles of monastic polity. After all,

54 me records of St., Sauxillange record "Hugo de Lercor-

io0, abuot and prior, 1060, because at that time the abve was
refuced to a peiong” hrou§h Sts Lugh the Ureat (of Cluny)e

“73.“3, _20 Gf-t-, Do 26s

z:mns, . ci.t., DDe 25-26. Ofe also, Hoshelm, o
eit., .u.I, Pe 126; and Cambridme Hedioval Biltm, V, 664,

Hl. PHB 1 F'j‘ 1‘?_‘ -i'-‘ ‘-'F""": 'I'-j-l-' 1;'\-.,
COR SE. A DUENARY
LY j,,i:.‘;;j}_"'; D,
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the ereation of an Crder cub directly at the roots of Ste
Bencdict's moast constructive contzibublon to monastic 1life,

the vow of stavilitye. Yot, on the cother hand; wore St., Bone-
alct to Imow the splxit that moved behind the scenes during.
the course of the years in which the principle of ths Crder
dovoloped, it ig equally safe to surmise that he v.;ould have
nodded assent, Although they lived in different senturies,

in different localitles;, and under different nigtorical cone-
ditions, tho abbot of }s!qn’ce Cassino and the abbot of Cluay
strove for onc and the: same end, the attalnment of tho monastie
idoal, that form and manner of life whlch offered most abundante
1y the possibllitlies for the salvation of one's own soul.

That thoy differed as to the channeols and systems of organizaw
tion that muat be followed for the attainment of that end

is secondary. Vhat is signiflcant s the faot that both had
the same goal in minde.

Hugh livod through a period of great historical events.
ilo saw ton popes crowned, ¢ lived through the reform of Gre-
gory Vii, witnessed the struggle between Emperor and Papaoy,
and watched the pilgrims leave for the first Crusade. iAs the
abbot of the greatest monaatic system of the age, the head of
an international institutions; it is of note to examine the

5 raeo IX, Victor II, Stephan IX, Benedict X, Nicholas II,
Alexander II, Gregory ‘VII, Vitor III, Urban 1I, Pagchal II.
gumﬁ Bryece, "Chronologloal Table of Emperors a:lid Popes,"

16 Holy Roman DMmpire (New York: A.L. Burton and Company,
mﬁ ry M’.c
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connecetion that exictod bebtwoon these eventa andl the course of
Cluniac hisSorye
In spito of the important historlcal occurences thab

tranapired during tho abbacacy, thorc is practically no mene

ticn made of any historical events in the sixz lives of Hugh

that ave in oxisbonce. Hot a word is sald of Canosse, and

of the strugple that was convulsing the papacy and the cmpire,
the welters of Hugh's 1ife Imotr nothing or at lezst say
nothinge. Only cnece is Hildebrand's name mentioned and that
ig in commection with monaatic affalrs,57 To Peter of
Jomionne, tho friond of both men, Bugh was cne "not unknown to
Grogory«"9% Boyond that thore seeoms to be no evidence to
support the contentlon that from Sluny camo tho principles of
the Hildebrandine movement of tho Flevenmth Century.

2out99, ags well as ioeller, Ia Garde, Hulllac, Jordet,
Burgettef0, and Renle among others, acceptod the theory that
the Cluniac and Grogoriaon refoyms are one and the samo thing,
apringing from the samo principles and espousing the ductriness
They came to that comclusion by supposing that Crogory ViI was
a Clunlac monk and thorefore strove to enact those tonots that

9 smith, Ops Slte, introduction, zxvie Fhen I-Iugh'a ;
fame roached Rome, L1t waa as a monastic reformore

95 1bidey Pe 93¢

59 o2, Tout, Tho Humpive gnd tho Papacy (London: Riving=
tona, 1208); pe 28 : '

8% murgotte says, "o Cregorlsn mefora meant putting into
action the idoa of Glulﬂ'u“ Quoted in Mth‘ OPe 9_!-2.; De 50
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he hod loarned at Clunye. Thus when Hildebrand as Gregory VII
set ont on his smbitiouns program to esteblish the bishop of
lome as the primary power in bothk ths secular and spiritual
realus s he vaz morely puttlng into practice the idess and p:.:'m-
ciples that he developed under tho influences of the J{luniac
ideclogye. Such a conclusion,; however, is not correct, Hildo=-
brand was not a Clunise moniz.S) The inpression thaﬁ ﬁe vasa
,:;rb*s: out of an crror, a case of misbeien identily. Tonizo of
Sutbri®2, who has been slassified as "thoroughly wnhlstorlcal®,
statod that Hildobrond hod talen the cowl and had _bae;n &t one
time an inuabte of Clunye. Paul of Bornreld, who wrote a hisbory.
of CGregeory Vii, was formerly cited to substantiste this state-
wont, but Poul only stabes that Grogory VII stoyed in Franeia
which might apply $0 any purt of the Rhino arca. In the middle
of the noxit conbury 0ttc of Frelsing not only followed Eonizo

but added furthor- what he admitted he had heard as a MumEr =

6l Horbort D. Vorkman, The Evoluticn of the icnastic
Ideal (Charles i, XKelly: London, 19l5) De 229, Says, -ianough
himself no monlk, Illdebrand so delliberately adopted as his owm
the monastic idesl, especially in the form and practice of
Cluny, that uatil rocently historians were misled into suppos-
ing that he had takon the cowl and had been atone time an
inmate of Clunye. This supposition was not only false in fact;
it tsnded to throw cub of prospective the wiole Cluniaa roform."
Smith, ope 0lts; pe 594 says, "The theory that Gregery VII was
a monk at Cluny und that Fugh and his monks were-the ardent
partisans and right hand mon of the pone still lingers on, not-
withstanding the:lack of original svidence. The argument that
Cluny was tho pionser of the Gregorisn reform rested on the
now giscrﬁdita& aypothseais of HHiidebrand!s having been a monk

£e Bonizo waa a scholar, contemporary with Hildebrand. -
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thot Hildobrand had been prlor of Cluny. Eub all this was a
confusion of facte. The Hildebrand of which Eonizc spoke was
& prior in the Tenth Genbury under Odo, a hundred yoars before
“ Hildebrand cver made his appearanco.

Unfortuwnateoly tho editor of the Bibliothecsa vlmms.noensla
took Otte®s assertions not as the rumor ho com?eauec‘t tham to
be, bubt a8 originel cvidence. The EBollandlats of .the sevenw
toonth Contury repested thwe orrore They reascned t%mt it wes
Cdilo who had formed the thinking cof Gregory VII and i:herefore
attributed Hildobrandts ldeas to Cluny, thab ..ildebrand had -
baen 2 monk ot GL therefore his ideals wera. those of the
menastery. This method of reascning was then followed by
many of the modern writers, ospesially by Che French. Thus.
the eryor was brought dowmn to modern times, sndall the while
the repetition of the orror had teunded; as Yorlman stated, .
o throw oub of prospective the whole Glunilsc Teforme"6%

It would be supposed thoat since the pope and HAugh were
doevotod to reform therc would have been a close re.flat.ionahip
. between the twos. Such doos nob Seem to have beon the case
however. Iottors passed betweon Hugh and Gregory show thatb
conflict oxisted rather thean close harmony. In one letter
dated March, 1074, Oregory exhorted the Clumiacs noi to hold

83 For a fuller discussion of this topic sea Vioriznan,
Ope Cib., DPs 2D=30, and Suith, g_g; cite; DPe 53=5Gs Other.
worlis which were not available to the writer are Saclkur, Dle

Oluniscensor in Threr Kirchlichen und Al schlichtiichen
Wirkeaniel$, nlso Hartons, UTopory Vil, %o%a. Co
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secular princes more dear than himself, He wished Hugh's love
burnt mere fervently for the church, and he asked Hugh to res-
strain the insolonce of his monks.®¢ Also, he jives Fugh for
the frequent absence of Clunlac moniks from thelr monasteries,
a jibe at tho relaxatlon of &isciplino at the monasteries.o®
In another letter to Hugh dated January, 1075, Gregory said
that he would ward off tho enamieé of Cluny, for Cluny was s
favorito son of the bishop of Romo. But if the monks were to
Le Peter's sons and solédlers, they must not hold secular
princes dearoer than him. and as if pleading to the Cluniacs
to change their viows, CGregory declared that he could give them
external gifts and rule in heaven, whereas seoular pr.f.nues
could givo cnly poor temporal things., He-wished also more
clearly to lmow who in true faith loved 8t. Peter, the prince
of heaven, not leas than the prince of the world.S6

From 1075 to 1077 there 1ls no mention of Cluny in the
papal legesta, the record of papal correspondence, nor is there
any rocord of commnication botween the pope and Hugh.%? Soon
after Canossa, however, an attack was made against Cluny by
the blshop of Macon. The bishop again attacked the liberties

64 Smith, op. cits, D+« 66. COf. also, J.FP. Uhitney,
Hildobrandine Zasays (vambridge: Caubridgo University Press,
: s Ps 1Lls

S5 smith, op. oites pe 56

66 Ibid., pe 63

&7 1vid., p. 7.
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and privileges of the monastorys. IHugh appealed to Rome as the
abbots had dono in tho days past, but there is not the same
warm personal reasponse to the appeal that had groeted the
other abbota. There was no spontanocous outburst of sympathy
from the Roman bishop, for greater and graver ovents -pver-g
shadowed the importance of the alffalrs of Cluny. hltﬁou@: the
pope sent a lsgate who started sction against the bishop of
Hacon, the action was never carriod outlSS ‘

In January, 1079, Grogory agsin wrote to Hugh, for there
was trouble betwoen the abbot and the pope. "G:'egor:r was ine-
Aignant That Hugh had recoived the Dukze of Burgundy &8 a monlc
at Cluny. Gregory reprimends Hugh for not taking into aon=
aideration the dangor that such action involved. The pope
said that since it wes impessivle to £ind & virtuous pringe,
JHugh had shovn inconslderation to the church which nesded. his
caro., Also, by such aotion ho was going agsainst the advice of
the pope snd withholding obedionse due to the cormands of the
pope. In the future Hugh must act with greater foresight and
put tho love of God and his meighbor above all virtues.52

In June of 1079 there was trouble againe This time in
Spain a series of events camsod the pope to write Hugh ane
other lettor in which he expressed grave coneern concerning
Cluny. Robert, & Cluniac monk, had set himself up against

%8 Ibld., ppe 72-73.
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papal authority, thus undoing much of the wozk of the church
and leading astray thousends of nmen; Orogory does not con=
dorm Fugh but holds him responsible to restrain such insolent
actions end to coxrrect them so a8 to prevent cause of complaints
- Gregory says that had he not restrained them, the-love -of the
| Curia would have turmed to hates70 Tals lebber is the last
rocord in the Regesta of any commmwnication with Hughﬂl
’ Thus while there may have boen ‘m-a;asoaia_tibn hatween
; "}Zugh and the pope, thls relatlonship was not as wa.rmand as
| cordlal as might have been expecteds 2 i
Ta hia relations with the other popes of the per!.od

Hugh zoeons Lo have been on good torms. Hugh "._vasi elected abbot
in the same yosr in which Léo IX booame popo (1049). Hesldes
the chartors received from Loo, ono item is of note. A% the
Council of Rheims held In the year that Ieo became the bishop
of Rome to deal with Che evils of simony and clerical marriage, |
Tugh along with several bishops WS - oalled before the council 1
& 1 pogused of simony. It was only through his eloquent
specch in which he soundly dencunced all simoniacs that Hugh
was eble to prove himsclf innocents?2 : ,

- Hugh was a personal friend of Leo's succedsor; ~Stephﬁn IXe
~* Tho pope expressed his fooling toward the atbot in a letter to
‘::'tho brothers at Clmy. Stephan says,

5
A

g

"?ﬂ Ihid&, Pe T8Bs
2 _I_ht“ gw-, Bc 59-
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oS pissad voiss” b shasove of fos Bk Sok

return for protection, pay with tho comfort of your pray=

ors. _'.'1.111686 ym:. ought always Vto or,fi‘gr aince under the

See you have grown and born I'ruit,,
It will be noted that Stephan considers Cluny'!s chief duty
and the monastories virtue is that of offering prayers.

Undor Stephants successor Nicholas II Cluny is seldom
mentioned in tho papal Hegosta.’® Ho charters to Cluny
from the hand of Hicholes are in oxistence . At the lateran
councll of 1062 when tho college of cardingls was oréanized,
thore la no sign of Cluniac agreement or disagreement with .
the decrees handed dowm,?o e

Iicholas was followed by Alexander IIs Although this
pope granted Cluny oharters confivming her property and privie
leges, it geems that he was prepared to go no furthers In.
fact, at one time he consored the monastery for laxity and
relexing the disecipline among the monka., After 1063, -
ten years before hia doath, Cluny is never agaln mentioned
in the writinge of ilexanders’o

Agein, waile the cvidence is scanty; yobt what facts can
bo assombled give the luprossion that, in spite of the cherished
position that Cluny maintained under the papacy, the relatims

7S Ibldes De 4be
74 Ibid., p. 44

5 Ib& oy Do 46,
76 ,MQ. D= '50"51-
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ship that did oxist between the abbot and the Roman bishop
was not exceptionally warm or intimate.

Yleanwhile in the controversy beotween tho empire and papacy
Hugh and Cluny seom to have taken a noutral position favoring .

; neither side. Thora 1s no evidence that the Cluniacs rallied

a8 a body to the papal standardse It will be remembered thab
Cluny sponsored a mongastic reform movenent. In the éontrovarsy
thet reged between the pope and emperor the issues involved
effectod the secular churche VWhile it is not corrcet to say
that Cluny was entiroly disinterested in the affains of the
socular church, it is also incorrect to say that Cluny thought
of these affairs as tho object of her most &an‘c‘entratnrl con=
gideration. Cluny ooncerned herself about the seeular church
only in so far as the actiona of the seculer church affected
the progress of ClunyYs reform work. Thus when the é‘écular
church toolz action against simony and clerical mrrlaée, Hugh
was resdy to join with tho seculars in attacking these ovils.
However, these attacks pgrew not out of grave concern for the
conditions in the church as iminent dangers to the well-being
of the secular church itself, but rather out of Cluny's concern
for the furthering and establishing more firmly her own reforme??
A roviow of Hugh's comnections with the empire seems %o
substantlate this contention. Already under Henry III Hugh

7T Ibld., pe 79e
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stood in the good grages of the Empum In 1040 Zenry IIiI

 granted Clwny e charter gonfirming her pmiv:ugas. rights, end

liberties. In 106l Helry asked Hugh %o be the godtathm of
fils Infant son. Although Hugh at first refused be'oa\'uo of the

. hardships that a journey to the Empercr would untanc, he finally
x comented and becams the godfather of the ohﬂd who would

. @oon ascend the th;'on_a_- ‘of the Empire as Henxy v, the arch -

- onony of Gregory VIL.T Four Years later when Benzg‘ :EII died
‘.ln 1055 the Empross Agnes hegged o use his :lnﬂm to m‘l:l.

any dissatisfaction that might arise in the: mptﬂ m of

. tho demise ofthuoldqmperormdtopraytwtheaou&of

Henry III and the welfare of her little some’ - ot o2
Vhen Henry IV became ‘the emperor the relntm batlaon
Eugh and the cromm seem to have continmed warn a;_ul cordial.

 Suoh a conditlon existed in spite of the twmilt that was rege
' ing between pope snd emperors Hemry IV had been accused of

simony and deallng with excommunlcated oIargamn. For mch =
conduct the pope threatened to excommmicste hin and for that

matter astually did in 1076.80 Yet in epite of the precarious

position in which such astion placed the Emperor, there 1s no

indication that Hugh broke off relations with Henryes Buk

rathsr, it seems that they were brought oloser togsthere When

78 Ibide, pe 66e
o I_b;.ns-,: Pe G

| w Exrope (m Yorks Gimn end
W& 1894), :}p. ]‘M
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' ' Orogory VIL met Henry at Ganossa in 1077 and humilated him

| by maldng the grand monavoh walt for an audiense, it was Hugh

who nogotiated with the pope to accept again tho penitent

" cmporor.S% Again in 1080 Gregory took the ‘emplre avay from

| Honry and gave 1t to Rufolph of Swablse Henry then prooscded

' to manch to Rome. When the pope refused to admit him to the

§ . oity, tho emperor threatened to olect an sntiepopes At that

i . voint Grogory swmoned Hugh to Rome to negotiate & uoi:tumnt.

| hon Hugh went directly to Rome without first consulting him,

.i-:enry reproached the ébbot, when Hugh replied tha.t he had acted

with the best of intertlons. If he had seemed to place an

- interview with the cmperor before thab with the popa, ‘1t would

P havo worked ageinst the irterests of peacs and alsp would

! have lessoned his power to advance the royal cause in the -

 future. Although Hugh was unsble to bring about a reconoile

' latlon, his reply so far eppeased the emperor that he cams

| to Sutri to see Hugh "not wishing to be seen second ot Rome."52

: Again in 1108 Henry professed to Hugh that he was prepars

_ ed to follow his decision with Tegard to his relaticns with
 the Apostolls Sees He wrote the abbot, A

' Heaten to come to me, for I promises..I will do whatso=

ever you decide ought to be done to-effect a reconciliase
ﬂmuihhﬂmpopaandtomtmmmmmw

S \i'\--'_ M—. AL -"-'\-‘.

: (ﬁu‘m.ldmmq %%%

. Smith, ODe Olbes Do 4le
| 82 smith, O’ a!.t.?, Pe 58-
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of the foman Church.So
In enothor lotter to Hugh, Henry promlsed that if ho would only
come Lo him, he would do his beat o repalr the harm he has

causod ond that "if we oan bring about the unity of the

- empire and papacy, wo wlll go to Jerusalem end thore nore oar=

nestly adore Him.who died for us."©? The next year Henry IV
azein declared his willingnoss to mmlte amends ,to'anjéha whom
ho had harmed by tho advice of Rome and that of Bugh bf Gluny .85
Even aftoer Gregory VII hed dled the nrahblshopl of ..-rfon vrote .
to Fatilda of Tuscuny, the daughter of Boabrico of Tuscuny
and God:’:‘réy of Lorralne and a stawnch supperter of Grogory VII,
that In gpibte of Honry's oxcommmication ané deposition; Hugh
t411 publically continued the customsry preyers for him.S6
Thus, in spite of Hoenry's position in the affairs of the
Eleventh Contury, that of an excommnicated and deposed monarch,
Hugix ag the head of tho Cluniac Crder maintained a continual
and ssomingly warm and cordilal relationship with the grand .
monarch of the Holy Roman Empire, Thls fsot, coupled with the
raelationship between Hugh and Gregory VII, is significant
for tho history of Cluny. The monastery under Hugh, as well

8% H.X. Monn, The Lives of bho Popes in the Middle Ages
(Ste Loulas Herdss Book Gompasy, NG4BJe VITT, 28

8¢ 1pi4,., VIIT, 28,
a5 Idbld., VIII, 26.
86 smithe op. c!.t., Do B2.
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because in the titanio struggle that was mounting over the

0

as wdor the other abbots, does not seonm to have GLoen inters
eaoted in the secular church, ©She looked to the monk follows
ing the traditions of monasticism ag alone fulfilling the exe
plicit oommands of God and thus following an ideal higher

than that of the secular church. Cluny was concerned with
the monastery, monasticism, the monk, not with tho ﬁérﬁroh&,
the pope, the Curia. Tor that reason we £ind the abbot doale
ing with the envoeror as equitably as with the popes * Intorested
in reform the abbot looked to that source from whiuhu_imlp vias
lizely to come. That he looked to tho pope as }ﬁs"‘hé'#&,, ‘13 of
coursae, truc and gqulte natural; for Duke Willlam tha ‘Plous,
the founder of Cluny, had in his will placed the mstm
directly under the authority of Rome, this agsuring the mgt-
ery?s existonce and freedom from lay and ecclosiastical inter-
fevences Thereby Cluny wes reroved romths oonbrel b the
diocosan blshop, o condition that was necessary for the develop=-
ment of her work sincs the dioccsan bishop in many cases was
but the plaything of lay lords and dukes and the ﬁiﬂhﬂp's
ohair tim objeot of Simonlscsl tranasctionsi If Cluny was
o dovelop and ostablish the ideal of religious Life that she
espousod, sho had to remain froe of such power and beyond the
authority of such secularized ocontrols . :
Rome in turn was willing to grant O:I.uny theae pa.'i.v.tlegea
and libertles and ambitious to see that they were preseorved,

primacy of the Roman See and its bishop, the pope could well
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“use a force that would bolster his positlone That is not
to say, however, that Cluny then worked toward the ostablish-.
-ment of the Roman See as the prime power of the West, On

T AR R TR eI R

the conbrary, that climy supported Rome and concerned herself
- with Rome in the struggle waa due to the fact that by guch

. @ pollcy the monastery was offered great possib!.l!.t!.es to
further her own work of roform. Rome wanted to bred: the.
powver of the dlocesan bLishops who had become practmny

. independont of Reme and thereby leave herself the undlaputed
- ruler In the ohurch. To achleve this end Roms ati:g_o_l_;ed aime-
- ony and clerical marriage, for. if the clersy. aéuld‘":be'f' made to .
conforn to tho prineiples of Rome in such mtters, then the

© position of the pope would be that mmch more: onhnnaeﬁ. Cluny
likeowise opposed simony and clerical marriands Bu!::rm! vhat -
purpose? Bocause the Cluniacs reasonsd that if these ovils

" oould be eliminated, the csuso of monasbioclam m;.m be ‘more

| Pirmly established. 'I'!ms, while Romo and Cluny mr!ﬂed 'ﬂith!.n

e o e e o e e e e

? the same spheores, yet the end in view was not the samo. Both -
| pope and abbot used snch other for their own purposes. Aind

i% vhile the purpose was the same, that of reform K:I.n the church,
' the pope's scheme was the establishment of the papal power

in the secular church, while the adbot's was the eatabl!.sh-
ment of mongsticisn in the regular ehux'uh. The purpose or;
§ each ran parallel, vut the streams of aotivity themselves
. ren in different afreotions.

i That Cluny oontributed to the breskdown of simony -
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clerical marriage is True. #ub it was aobt as Clunises thab
such work was done. Internationally lmown for their great
plety and preolse training, the Cluniacs soon built for theme
pelves o reputablon that was unequalled. And as men noted
; for having a foundation of thorough training, many of Clunyt's
monks bacame InTluentlal men In the seonlar ehurch. it was
not wmatural that thoy should have achievsd sush paé;lf.ions.‘
With the practles of the Rule the beais of their ﬁmiﬁing,
it i3 not wmmnabtural that they should oppose the eviiég that
plagued the church, Bubt l.t was not as ropreaentatives of
Cluny that such action was carried out, but rather zs respon-
sible leaders in the sccular church. bt )
Thus 1t was thab ulmry, her purpose and her aaals woll
delined, werked wntiringly for monastic reforme The 1deal
prosented In tho ascetic 1life wus her objootives To that

e she twmed all her ensrzles.




CHAPTER V
PORTIUS AND PETER THE VENSERABLE

¥hile ilugh lay dying the monks of Cluny elected ?ontiua
as hils successor. Iugh confirmed the olection and for the
firgt time in the history of the monastery, Cluny had to en=
dureo tho govornment of an unworthy abbot,

Fontius was of noble birth, The son of Count Helgulel,
he was reolated to many of the princely and royal houses of
- Buropce. In such circu_rnstmcas he was readily exposed to the
splendor and wealth of the greatost courts of the continenta
@t in splte of these circumatances he entered Cluny upon the
advice of Paschal II, his godfather.l Before too long, he was
mede prior of St. Hartial's at Linourges. ihen Hugh neared (
doatin, so ominont had Pontlus becomo for virtue that he was
elected without a dissenting veice and conséorated by the
bishop of Vienno.2

During the firat years of his office, all seems to have
gone well with Pontius at Cluny. As abbot he oxerclsed his
_authority with noderatlon and sobriety. The aots he perform-
ed added greatly to the splendor and glory of the Order over

1 Joan Evans, Honastic Life at Q1 (Zondon: Oxford
Univorslity I‘reas,’lﬁﬁ]. De O7e Fon A been twoughs up
as an oblate at St. Pons=-Ge-Tholerss, and when very young
hac¢ been offercd a bishoprice Paschal II disapproved and
entered him at Cluny under Hughe

2 L.8. Smith Cluny in the Eloventh and Twelfth Canturies
(Zondon: Puilip Allsn and Cos, 1030), De 258 o
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| Calixe
tus II in 1119, The sharter sald that the abbot of Cluny "his

" the office of a Roman cardinal, As a sign that Cluny was never ]
. to be subjugated’ ﬁo any ju:,-iud:.cuon but tho possession of the

mas-’ ’p"
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which he ruleds® One of his early enactments gave every evie.

dence that his cnergles would be turned to the consolidation
and binding together of the Cluniac houses, thus following in
the footsteps of his predecsssors.$ Ioreover; he made the

_ a:l.ready magnificent abbey at Cluany even more sp!.andld by

" rebuilaing the clolater and adorning it with sculptured cap-~
{ itols. Added to that :.a the fact that twice in the. fmt-. :
: year of his abbacacy he reseived charters from Pamhal 11,

i confirming all of clma"a privileges and addl.ng ei@ty-o:l.@:t
| more abbeys and priories to the posaeauima bf the mstew,
all of ‘which were to x-emai.n cuntimmllv mﬂer the '“diagu stio”
of Cluny.5 One charter even granted to the abbot the e

' - paralloled privilege of wearing the mitre o.f & 0ardinal.S

3 Ho acquired throe relics that geined relmown: in 1118

3 . a fragment of -the eross, in 1120 a finger nf Ste Stephan, and

a tooth of John the Bapt!.st. Evans, Ops _n___., P» 5?.
4 0dllo had been prominent in the inmaugaration of All

- Saints Day for the whole church, Pontlus further set aslide a
' spacial day to the memory of all ths OCluniac dead, and the

observance of the day was demanded in all Cluniac houses.
In that way Pontlus acted to bind the various monasteries a
1ittle closer togethers Smith,.Op. sit., Ds 239.

5 Other oharters wers grented in 1118, u14.andme TS
all confirming the libertlss, rights, and privileges o:t Clunye

6 The charter granting this privilege was given by

Bh i a4

own and special monastery” was always and everywhere to hold

abbot and the ixtus invested Pontius with his

om ring. m&? i sss ‘Cfs 8180, Watkins We Wille
g g_t#;_ - (Haho sew: Yanchoster Univoraity ;
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" 0il used in the installation of monks and abbotss The rule

06

Uonsidering thoso achiovements, the way seemed clear for Pone
tius to enjoy a successful and prosporous abbacacy at the fore=
most house on the continents

Bt the outward signs wore not a true piscture of actual
conditions. As Peter the Venerable later said, =

Though Fontius rule earller showed rmch promise, later
his character changed. The lovity of his mind exas ted
end aroused his nmonkss In cases of disputes ho w not
listen to their advice, with the result that the mona=
atery's property was diminisheds Flrst one; then more,
then all his monks mirmured against hime For about ten

~years this state of aifalrs was kept. seoret from the
worlde. 'Then the hidden strife broke forth, tho evil dis~
sentions became known far and wide and flnally reached
the car of the Roman Curia and the popes’

Thus there was dissention among the ranks of tbp monks

. thomsolves within the Order, to the extent that they, the monks,

protosted to the pope himself sgainst the extravagance of
their abbot.® Pontius was summoned to Rome to answer the

7 As quoted in Smith, ope oits, D« 266s

8 piscontent gmong his owvn moniks was not the ounly source
of troubles Zarly in his Tule Pontius had come to blows with
the bishop of Hacon over Pontiust liberal interpretation of
the ohriam privilege, the blossing and conseorating of the

was that the bishop by right should perform this duty, but
Pontius had demanded that it belonged to the abbot of Cluny.
Soon aftor this rub he came into conflict with the bishop of
Teracuanne over tho monaatery of Ste. Betin's. Pontius' claim
to the monastery was quashed by the bishop with papal backe
ing. Cf. Smith, g_g; eite, Dp« 99, 121, 169~162, 243245, In
1114 there was trouble at St. Harial's over the election

of the abbot. From 1115-1116 there were many disputes between
Cluny and subject houses, and in 1118 Pontius called down the
consure of the paﬁal chancery by referring to himself as the
"abbot of abbots.” At the Council of Strasbourg the arche-
bishop of Lyon attacked Pontius and acousod him of causing the
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chargess Bub for some reason or other, before such action

- oould be taken, he resigned his post. Oalixtus socepted the

. resignation by recel.vmg from Pontiua his pastoral staffs In
i 1122 Pontius departed an a pilgrimmage to .Temlen.

. Pontins was suscseded by the prior of ﬂarclm,—- who ruled
| c:l.my for three montha and died. His auoeesm wax Piam
 Haurice de Hontbolssier or, as he 1s comsanly narzm, ‘Poter

.- the Venerablo. From his youth ae axn. oblats at Sams.mge
and monk at Vegelay and Domene, Peter had. H.vod as mber of

T o

Cluny's graa.t orsanization-lﬂ

b From the begtnn:l.ng of hls abbaoacy Pater had to uont'md

: . .‘ “'with opposition and dissention, end in 1185 tm.s oonditim

o3 errupted into open warfare. wWhile Peter was being erncted

" abbot and eatabnah!.ng himself at’ the monastery, Pontius the

I meanwhilo waa in Jamalem vhere he won high muo.

' - attalning a position na:t to tha pa.trhroh. - Bat tn'ins ot

" his journeying in foreign lands, tha ex-abbot returned to '
Italys Eventually he went to Gaul, Finding that Petor tha-

- . diocesa and the h!.shop graat :l.an and loss by violanﬂg
' seising property and possessions. And there was constant :

- attack from the bishop of Hacon. In the last years of Pon~
tius® office three more disputes involved the abbot, cne In
1120 and two &n 1122,  All concerned themselves vlth aubjaot
houses of Cluny. and:houses not under m.un:a.e influences °
Smith, ops o!.t., PDe 8462645 :

: 9 gp Evm ol 37-38 uﬂsﬂth, .oﬂh
"~ ppe 266-257,. » _2- L3 PDh /3 2B '

10 Evann, 2‘2. EL-. PQ &q
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Yonorable at the time was absent from Clunyll making a visita-
tion of Cluniac houses in Acuitalne, Pontius approached Clunye.
Hisg next move, after foellng out the attitude of the monks
regarding the possibility of rogaining his orriéa, vwas to re-
ingtato himsoll at Cluny. This he did by armed force, gather=
ing together a little hand of fugltive monks, MOoaﬁpied
mercenerles, vagavonds, and criminalse le captured Cluny,
drove out those who remained faithful to Peter, and attacked
thwe neighvoring villages with the inbtention of gubjecting

the monasteries in them to himself. Ponti.ué ldo‘&éa.-:b.ll the
treasuries of tho monasteries and melted down the gold snd
silver to pay iis hired soldiers and to bribe the authorities
of tho towms ho had captured. In places where the leaders
could not be bribed, he put in his own men, With such a setw
up Pontlus and his men ren wild, squandering the gold they had
stolen, burning, plundoring, and killing at will,1® Tnis
condition lasted from Lent until October of 1125 when action
against Pontius was finully taken. In the early part of 1126
the pope through his legete called a council at Lyon and o=
dored Pontius to appear before ite. Pontius, however, refused
three times to enswer the summons. Finally, he, the monks

1l ponting had no: intentions of going to Cluny at first.
(nly upon learning that Peter was absent did he declde to
malie his way bacic to the abbeye Smith, ope gite pe 269,

12 one writer says that Pontius abstained from no kind
of varfare, nor felt horror at the theft of property, nor
death of men. Smith, op« Git., pe 270«
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who supported him at Cluny, and anyone else that had in any

way glven him aid were formally oxcommmnicatod.t> Thon both -
: partica from Cluny, Pontius and Peter tho Venerable, “were
oited to appoar in Rome 14 |

Stlll excomsmunicated Pontius went to Rowe with his
monks,+O but because he was still excommnlcsted, he could
not be admibted to tho prosense of tho popes Cardinals were
sent by the pope to convince him to repents Ponti;t_n.s ;;‘aplied
with a curt refusal to plead gullty, insisting-_thgp: m power

on earth could excommunicate him but Sta Peter in heavens For

guch an outburst insult was added to injury; and Pa{xj:ius WaS

. declared not only e::cbﬁnmm_matad but also sohiama‘b":iq‘s_i,;s ‘

S A ey d s . v LT P e e T E TR
i b o PR IR TRl e F e -

Such deflance wag the straw Shat broke tho odmells backe
Pontiust! followers refuaéd' to follow him in such a claims
Somc of his adherents then agreed to fulfill the penance
demanded Ly the pope, and having completed the task went' in

s & e

e e T

to state Pontius! case. Their defense rested on the argu-
ment that the deposed abbot had néver lost the rule of Cluny

13 zven before the cownclil the archbishop of Iyon had
anathematized Pontius and his followers, and act whioh the
pope approved. Smlth, ope 216+, Ps 271s

14 myans, ope olte, pps 58-89« Ofs also, Smith, ope oite,
DDs 266<271. .

15 They agreed to appear on the ove of Hlchaelmas, Septe
29, and exchangod hostages in the prosence-of tho legato as
guarantees thereof. Lvans, ops oits, ps 5%

16 aoe ,
Saith, ops clbe o S72-273s Ofe also, Evans, 0De.
OEbay Dx 0o, b eI PRED .




but had only asked foz- and. been given a leavoorgbamg In

v ._rapiy to the defense the papel Regesta was aom:.tedg There

proof of Pontius? ros!.gnatiun was found and also suple evis
dence that. Patier had been rightfully elected. - ntm m
‘deliberation Bishop Poltn rerd the verdiet ol thu m:rh-
'Pontius uas forever d‘eprived of.any oeoleaiast:loal hnnor or
office in the Roman Churel, and Cluny with all her ‘monks. anﬁ

- property were restore;l ‘to Peters Pontiug,: stm mpenbeuf,,
.’ . .was thrown into pﬂ.aon wheve he died froma favor a.ﬁ tha end

of 1i36. Poter was rainetated to his abbot! bl ehair and

onco again peace was resbored within the walla of Oluny.glv
Yol the damage had been &one, and the i:uk tmtf cmrront-

od Poter was doubly harde First he had to remove from Mime .

-8elf any suspioion and distmst of, and among, the mm;-n

~ and to reform them again into & solid umnxtn thm robuild

- “i:he dlsasterous work. thdi Pontlus had donoe: ‘m thlﬂr ‘hu m

" ‘up & gallant Pight but.fought @ losing batile,si8

Viithin the Order 1tself discipline had bssoms lax. Taers
~was a tendency among the subjeot houses to :.-ebel and attempt.
~ to free thomselves from Clunys? rz-:m had hagun te moTte

oo AT smith, opa cu., pps 15-078s Of« ahu, Evana, e
© 0lbs, Da 40s _
. 18 m,'_ﬂ_i Ui oy pn ‘0‘

. 19 ineg mmspatermwn‘tm Eono:mn
a bull forbi - eightesn Clwilac houses to ohot thl&r

L .“Wts ﬁthmm nis- ew mwg&u Pe &1s
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gepe and pawn the property and lané of the prioriess Pri-
vate property among the monks vecame a prmtic'a- almost taken °
for granted.20 The simple diet of the monks had changed, 80
that »ich focda, meats and splces, honey and-speclal wines
were the rule, not the exception. The hablt 61_;_th§ monks came

" to inclnde rich soft furs snd fanoy materials. - Aﬁfqr nsnual .

labor, it had become @ thing of the paste In general; the

" austerioy of tho Donedictino Rule, vhich had clready boen - -

eased during tne provious decades, after Pontiuabecm a-
rule of lazity and infifferences : | s H_
In 1152 Peter declided that the time had come to draw up
new statutes for tho Order for. reform purposess  The abbots
and priors of all Cluniac houses in England; ?x*n:noa,-bhd o
Ttaly wore summoned to Cluny on the Ehird Sunday in Lente
Two Wundred pricrs and twelve hundved monks snswered the sum-

mons. To this solemm assembly Peter propesed tlnt many of the

rules governing fasta, the periods of silence; and some of the
other stricter provisions of the Rule be restoreds The re~
action %o such a ,propoﬁai was anything but satisfectoryes Hany
of the monks objected to such-a reform, and In the end Pet@_r
had to give in on certain pointsa ‘' In general, however, the

essentials of his proposals wers carried through. These were

- gothor or by two'a, présumibly, however, not always the same

20 confltots ‘.over' ' ivate property hadrmha&luohm
extreme that the abbot ipf.a obligated to appoint "two staid
and zealous brothers* to stand guard day and night, elther to-

two, Williama, Ope 0its, pe 1386
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then embodied in the Status Congregationis Cluniatensis, which
as Pourrat says, gave .an exact expression to the w the life

of & Benedictine monk was, understood at Clunys Sl

Yot strive for refo:m ad reeatablhhnmt o.t‘ the Rule
as Poter did, vhat he held to conatitute tha Ru:l.a vas not in
harmony with striot Benedictinism., His ant:lre app:!oaeh to
the subject of monastlo '1ife, while Benedictine m !ma,
; not of DIenediotine fuba.-i.o. According to thea prerm of tha
Statua, Petor says "that wh:loh is ordained: by thn I.ord to be
unochgngoabvly observed” is an immovable umnﬂmt, hnt et
“that which 1s ordered by man to be observed not for alnyu
but for a time because it. serves soms mem purposo' i.i a

movoablo coxmandmente Hoveable eomndmmta ax-e at*m tl.mc

" useful, at another tme hernful. Fasts, vigils, mmm., bode
_11y exeroise and the 111:3, in short, monastio nﬂ.as, rau In-
to thls categorye. 'I'huu Petor would justify qhansoa on- the
grounds of utility. Thus Peter would :m:tl.tute ohangea thut
wore in accordance with the spirit of the Rule although in
themselvea they might appear to violate the letter of the
Rule 1tself.22 _ ' '

Quite in agreement with such an approach was his attitude

o (Lahg,2ouTTRts Goristian Splsitaity ﬁ.%%s%

Grc also, Williams, Ope Sits, Ppe 136~143, and
-.2‘ oit., DPG 42«43,

22 Pomat, Ops 81te, Do Se
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toward austerity. Vhile he did ecarnestly strive to curd the
laxity that pervaded the Order, his view on ascotiocism portrays
an attitudo that tended toward moderation. 'T6 & prior who

was not dlaposed to relax in the least from over risid ascet=
i.o:l.am, he wrote :

God accepts no aacrlﬂees whl.oh are oﬂ‘em to hﬂ.n con=

- trary to his own appointed orderees The devil invited
Christ to cast himself down from the temple: but: he
who came $o give himself for the salvation of the world
rofused to end 1t by a suicldal act, thereby setting an
example which admonished us that we are not 'to push the
mortification of the body to sslf=destruotion. ..esPaul
ess0xhorts his disciples that ho should provide for his
body with modoration, not that he should destroy ite see
Zut of what avall 1s all the fasting in the world and
all the mortification of the flesh to him who has no
love? Abstaln from flosh end fishj punish the eyesj
spend the night in viglils, the days in toils, still
whother willing or not thou must heay the words, 'Even
if thou gl.vggt thy body to be Purned, 1t pz'o.t‘!.te thee
nothing.*

Regarding natural emotions Peter contended that their sup=
prossion stood at odds with the essence of Christianity.
"The feol:lngs of nature, sanctified by Ghrlltlanl.ty, should
be allowed their right in the shedding of te_m-'“ On the
subject of family ties he wrote

i g it S

illustrious by his miracles. Heither ought any good man
to flee from his friends and relativess.s« He ahould not

25 August Heander, Geneml istory of the __g%
Reli and Church ‘(o )
W, o ST pag e (Rost 5

% Ib1a., 1v, 260
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ve afraid of their mthlw urrectl.om bnt rathe ua!
- to communlcate to them his own hoavenly affestions

Perhaps the most outspoken indiotment of Pem'a views

" and therofore of his practices is found in the A _M_g of

Benedict of Glalrvesux, _m hinmself had once. been directly
. under Cluniac :|.nﬂuence. In this work he attaoka thn laxity
i Junary: 10} thes Ordary charging the monks with zen-mu-
gence, small talk, ond jouulaﬂ.ty. He says that d.uh was-
. added to dish snd eggs were served cooked in mrw fms, and
. morc than ono kind of wine was drunk at a aettj.ng m

45 preforred to look at marb].o rather than Sorl.ptnres- m

furnichings were t0o elaborates. - Cutward: omamtn:,-wro proof
of avarice and love of show, not of contri;t_e anﬂpenitm S

. hoarts. Ho mccused them of taking gifts of villages, castles,
_ peasants, and slaves and holding them against just conpln:lnt

" 'Ho sald they ovserved no suthority, no biahop- ',l‘hu& 1n all

“things, Bermard sald, the Cluniscs errod, deau-aymg the Kule
of Benedict thorebys But in repl;r Poter claimed that slmh
modifications, uheri prompted by love, were propors As aiff=
erent paths lead to the same land, so different euutma and
costumes, with one inspiring love, lead to Jorusalem, e
mother of us all.26 ' s

26 1v1d., IV, 850

26 ppytitp schaff, '
B
org \'£ en ] ] :
~ University Press, 1000), S30-530s '
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vhen the Cluniac Order had thus sot out in a new dire
cction, departing from its anclent austority and when
milder principles prevailed in the Zenedictine system
ganerally, then sprang up, out of a tendency to reform,
an enternrise by which the atriog;,ess of the older models
was again to be invoked to life.
With such words Heander concludes the work of Peter 'bhe Von=
erable. And rightly soe. Eut by the middle of the Twelfth
Century the Cluniac conception of diseipline and the work of
e Hule had departed from the anelent and traditional view
of monastic life. The cry was now raised that the Fule of
the 3ixzth Century with all its severity, austerity, and strict
ascotlioism Lo veinstated. Tho power to do this lay not with
rleh, fauous Cluny bub with the younger and certainly more
atvict chapters of the Zensdlictine fold, thoe Cistercians

and Cartihimgiangs -

- . 27 Neandor, op. git., IV, 25l.
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CONCLUSION

The period that followed Peter the Venprable’ waea one of
docline, It muat not he sald, however, that after Peter the
Cluniace degenerated into insigniflcance, for such surely
would be an overstatoment of faoct. The Cluniacs dld survive
as the great reforming house of Ewrope. The abbot in the years
that followod yuled as authoratively and as majésticg,}.ly as
did Hugh and Petexr tho Venerable before him. The _od@t of
Gluniac houses inorocased and the number of monks éﬁﬁi‘.‘icﬁd by
tho Order grew steadily so that by the end of tﬁe Fifteenth
Contury there were 835 Cluniac houses.l Horsover, the physi-
cal property and wealth of the Order inecreased in 1ﬂ:’-_é prd-
portionas So then, that Cluny d_iminishad and passed into
obscurity is far from correot. It was not until 1792 that
Cluny and her system wore formally dissolved.

But while in her period of greatness there were signs
that Cluny was falling from her high estates And oddly enough,
the elements that contributed to the breskdown lay within the
atructurs of the system itsolf.

1 Herbert Bes Workman, The Evolution of the Honastic Ideal
(London: Charles He Kally: 1813), p» 206. IC scems there is
8till some question as to how many of these houses actually

- wore formally connected with Cluny. It 1s most probably

correct that mumber of the houses mersly followed Cluny's

system of living on their own intiative and thus were not

bone fide membors of the Cluniac Orders Just how many ox-
isted under such conditions is a matter of conjecture.

P W T
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Under tho syatem in vogue at Cluny, that of absolute
subjection to the abuot of clum', the whole burden.of ducin-
. pline of the united order rested with the abbot of Cluny. BHe
was the "general', the absolute monarch of the systems The
| priors of depondent monasteries, however gz'eét,—:'warh but his
| aoputies and nominses, 'If the abbot fell into evil ways or
" boosms the victim of personsl smbitiom snd groed,: the sube
a ordinatod houaas undor this over-centralized mm soon
T roaped the rrn:.ta of bad govermment and muompatant amwuzon.

.Under such conditions it was inconcsivable that tm high stane

- dards of dlscipline and organlsnt!.on oould long be maintained

= -

as stringently as in previous dayss PR
Another element that eventually added:to’ ths breakdown
was the internationalism of the Orders '.t'l:ln.t is not to say thnt
internationalism in itself was fatal or daatructive; but the
conditions that were assocliated with such a_n._,v syatem fostered
an attitude and reaction that was essentlally unhealthy. Aas
a system that embraced many lands and mny peoples and operated
on & gigantic scale, Cluny needod vast resources to function
efficiently, Such resources were m!.hblo ‘to the system in
_ the form of outright gifts and donatlons, Yot the unfavoradle
- element was that the wealth acowmlated beoams mmmod.
'm monastery at Cluny as the head bossmé the resiplent of
Vﬂt amounta of both proparty and actual my.’ -l“ﬂ"”ﬂslh

Sy o TR T L RS S 2
ey Y R T iy,
. : : ; o

2y .- 238, (] Mt from the forty
- Cluniag houaaa’ '2‘:3!%%15 piom mﬁm 000 was sent “
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Cluny itself becamo a center of prosperity and abundances

Yot while Clwny ltslef beocame richer, the subject houscs did
wall to malntalin themselves on such tithes as could be gather=
od in thelr commnitys. The wealth vhich they accumlated

4
]
| o
B

<

4 no longer was the possession of.the members but of the hecad.

That as well as tho novessity of looking to a foreign lend

WA

and to a foreign personality aa the gulde and diractor of all

o —
T T

commmity actlvitios in time stirred up much protest and

dissatisfaction among the houses that were fixed within the ¢ 8

TS FEINTGRST oSS

orblt of Cluniac supervision., lior, in so far as'mon_’ey matters |

werce concerned was it -conceivable that the governments in
countries in which Clunlac houses were to be found cherished
the idea of great suma of money and other wealth passing
beyond the terrlitorial -limita of their own domains to a forelign

= w’ﬂtﬁmlhi CRRTEIRETS

dopository for usc by a foreign organization,
Finally opposition from other monastic groups cortainly

Tl E T e e p e

did not make any positive contributions toward the ggopandizo-

= s §ligi el

ment of Cluny's position, Docause of the decay that had

orept into Cluniac life so far as the observance of the Kule

- was concernad there was o demand for new reform, for new

| uonastic organization, for the ostablishment of the Rule:with

- all its striotness. The ory was ralsed, “Back to St. Bpnedict."
4ind in response the houses of the Clstercians under liobert of

v
4

¥olesme sprang up, which in principle stood opposed to the
‘traditions at clunya -

more intolerable whon England and France were at ware®
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Thus Cluny stood opposed from within and withoute. The
geniug of hor organlzation « that of centralization - while
contributing to the cr‘ea.t;on of a systom that up to that
time stood unperalleloed for influence and :‘Lmyorta‘nc; of

Joriz, at thc same time created those conditions that eventu~

% 2lly would coatribute to her falle The msanwhile, the irony

“of 1t all is that what Cluny ospouged, sutonomy and centrale

izaticn of powor, while her own destroyer, formed the basis

of every auccoesslful oxder thereafbeors

Did Cluny succoed in her program? A£AS a reforn m_ovmnénil;
among monastic houses Cluny mei with conslderable sﬁ.gcess‘;.
ot is only too evident in that sho had houses in practically
overy country of Turope, iorcover, from the position that
she maintained with both sscular and ecclesiasitlcal rulers,
ono carmnot bubt conclude that in hoer work Cluny realized goals
that were beyond the dreams and oxpectations of the earliest
abbots., So 14 may bo sald that as far as Cluny went she was’
successiule IHowovor; that she effected a complete p&ogram of
roforn is not correct. From that point of view 1% will have
to be admitted that Cluny foll far short. Cluny did not ve-
nove the evils that had ingrained themselves into mongstio
life. To do such would have been nothing short of mirae{:lous.*
Yot, Cluny did restoro the Eule again to monasticisme. Cluny
did reestablish again the ideal of the monastic lifee Cluny

d1d bring back regularity and uniformity of practice. For
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thet reason and in that reapect the movement that emanated

from the monastory at Cluny may be sald to have mel _wlth

é:-ént SUcCCas. : _ ’
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