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CHAPTER T
LITRODUCTION

The purpose of wthis study is To analyzc the sernmons of
Petor in the Book of iAets for their kerygmatic content. For
this purpose, Chapter II shall sorve as a rapid sumsary of
the concept of proaching in the Hew Testament, called kerwyrma.

Chapter IIT is the analysis of the various kervumatic
elemonts as Tfound in the Petrine sermons., This study will
show that there are oight distinet slements in Peterts i:exn",-';ma.
‘Tn conncetion with each keryzmatic olement found in Peterls
oreaching this study will endeavor to show that it is in cg=-
sentlal ogreosment with the keryruma of the ontire licw Testaw
ment. o this end, cach slement in Peler's sermons will be
comparcd with the Petrine Enistlsess, the teaching ol Jesus,
and tho preaclhiing of Paul, This comparison will show that
the lkeoryrme as found in the sermons of Peter is in essontial
agreewent with the Ierygme of the lew Testament,

hapter IV serves as an application for the preacher of
today. I the modern herald wishes to be trus to the New Tos=
sament ke cma, 1o must model his preaching alter the lew Tes=-

tamente.
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KEREGNA IN THE [EW THSTANENT

[

Lfter the Asgcension thie discipnles began 0 proach the
story of Jesus and to tell its meaning for men. Thoy began
this work in tho viecinity of Jerusalem and gradually, in ever

widoning eireles, they brought this message to the Gentlles,

“

n the How Testament the two most imporbtant verbs found to

describe this act of nreaching are Are Jrorsey andeﬂtﬂchlfu&c.l
In classlc Greek I(m:—,-y'o'rgav meant %o be a herald, or %o
officinte as a herald.2 Basic to the meaning of A‘ngafo’rgw
is that of serving as mossenger or horald.3
Yhe substantive form, A’n’ qud',a.a s 1s the message pro=-
clained or broughb.t
In thoe llew Testament Aa qafra'u.v means vo proclaim as a
herald to the people the good news of the Cospel (aa’myra’ Acov) B

I{ﬂgl/’d‘o’uv emphasizes the idea of an "on-the-spot pro=-

lpien Richardson, & Theologpical iord Book of the Bible
(ilew York: The Mocmillan Company, 1952)s Ds 171 sub "preach,"

toach,"

21'45.6.&@11 and Scott, A Greek-Bnglish Loxicon (OxTord: Clar-
endon Press, 1948), p. 949 sub gneFecw

3Tbid., sub x72¢v &
hibid., sub x;fgzl/.u)d.

SBernnard Kurzweg, "low Testament Preaching” (S.T.M. Thesis
pregented to the faculty of Ooncordia Seminary, St. Louls, Mo.,
1952)’ De ,.I.Oo

Rz |
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" Mon getive proclamation."® Throughout the lew

clamation,
Pestauent this is the chief enphasis, as can ve scen in the
fact that the noun, A%#€w¥E , is found there only three times.
Thus the How Tesbtament i1s more concerned with the proclametion
than with the herald. ind egain, the substantive,/(n gadw.cz 3
oceurs only eight times in the New Testament?, showing that .
the emphesis is on ths dynamic zection of muqv’rrecv L
AngFaaw is froguently used with zd ea’rdgra’;\uh

Thas the preaching is a proclamation of the Gosvel, or good
news, and this egaln shows thet Axn qa'rrd'slr and El}d.*f&h’{ E(Jdd
are practically s:nmn'mmus.

xagyrru and awzJJ-a N % awde have essent:.all*- the
sanie meaning. There is, however, & slighit difference, as
Lurzuoey spows?

The Ywo llew Jes Smnt,exnressions sie sh’ emegdc and

Kngaaeeey To & ! Edleioy ere pra ical ¥ Synonymous.
Z2oth terms ..xay be ansla sod, 'pz-ocla.im the Gospell or

'publish the good news.! 4&nd yet therg ig a slight
dilferonce. Thn latter, l{mgvrﬁ'a‘w 7o eau(Jr Atov
appears to be mors spontaneous. op- spo ]lz’-oola'uatlon,

cmgnasizing even more than aua{!& l eo‘ a¢ tho idea
oi‘ proclaining, which was us nore generally in classic
Groek to sroclain good news Irom the scene of action,
wnile An@¥cose)was the term used to proclaim the vice
tor at the babttlefield or the arena.d

S1bid,

Tiloulton and Goden, & Concordance Uo the l'rree.: Testanent
(Bainburs: Te & To Clark, reprint 1950), DD 5

SKurzwes, ope cite, Do Lb.
QIbid., De 1|.0-
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In the Now Testement preaching; then, either I(nga'o‘rur

5 Y 4
or zaafdrzh{ znﬂd.e is: 1) synonymous with preaching Christg
2) it isg an ective proclamation to men in a 1living situationg
3) it is a proclamaticn of & faet, of an evendt in history at a
particular timeg Il.) 1t is the proclamation of &n everit that
1:1*0&11(:95 feith in Christ; 5) it i1s the proclemation of the
Gogpel, the good news manifested in the events of Christts
life,; his death,; resurrection, and aascension; 6) 1t 1s a Pro=-
clamation of the reality of siny 7) a proclamation of Law and
Gospel; 8) and finally, it 1z the proclaiming of life, fore
glveness, anc peaca .10

The content of this New Testament preaching, we may say,
is implied in the word keryma (A7 gojud). HModern scholar-
ship has used this word es a designation of tho New Testament
preaching. Archibald M. Hunter defines kerymma thus:

Lerygna; in its usual New Testament signification and

in the sens¢ in which we use 1t, means the »roclaimed

megsage of salvabtion. It is practically synonymous

with ¢ ellion, 'gospul.'! It is a proclamation con-

taining 55-;0:.:3 news!, the good news of an event, the

event, thc saving act of Ged in Jesus Ghrﬁt, whereby

'Ho has visited and redesmed his people.!
In thls study we use the term in the same senss, We mean it
to be the thing preached by the Church about the coming of Je=

sus Into history. This ke s Or message of the New Testa~

10753d., ppe 70=73.

11 :
Archibald M, Hunter, The Messapge of the New Testament
(Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 194), Ps 25s
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ment preaching, runs throughout the "variegatod fabric of the

Hew Testemont now ¢lear and consnlcuous, now veiled and hide i

don.%i2 This common preaching, or kerjyrma, can be traced in

the Gospels as well as in the Lpistles i3 : i
The keryrma was the preacilng concerning Christ. It cone

tained various eloments, or facets, of the vodenptive fact,
These elewonts were held in common in the "apostles'doctrine®
and were transnitted by them to the Church, That thelr preach-
ing of the kervimie was presonted in very definite elements can
be soen ln the fact that the laber church sccepted these keryp-
matiec elemsnts into her creods. Charles lI. Dodd remarks:

Ls the Church produced a setitled organization of its life,

vhe conbent of tne kerypua entered into the Rule of Falth,

whilch is recognized by the theolioglans of The second and

third cenbturics as the presupnosition of Christian theos
logye. Oub of the Rule of Faith in turn the Creeds omerged.

(33

‘he sowgolled spostles! Creed in varbticular still botrays
in its form and language 11:F divect descont from the priu-
itive ipostolic Preaching.lli
Since the NHew Testament preaching hes a common message, o
keryocme, thabt can Le traced throughout the Hew Testament, those

who distinguish between A gt and deda x:{ 15 %ghould

127bid., De 35

13ipid., p. 31; Richardson, op. cibe, pe 171; C. H, Doad,
he Apostolic Preaching and Its Developments (London: Harper
T4 Drothors, 19G1)s De 553 ClLe 6180 Home L:2=53; 10:3-9; I Cor.
15:3 o3 Gal.. l:3«l for what appears to be credal docunonts or
outlines of the kerygma in Paull’s eplztles.

ul'DOdd; Obae cit.’ PPe 73 1,

153’30&@1 is the chiof proponent of this distinction. Ie
argues: "The Hew Testament writers draw & clear distinciion
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be conscious of the fact that the distinction concerns the
form of the lossage and the state of the hoarsers, not its
essential eloments,"16

The lplistleos are detailsd ezpansions of the kerwrma which
deal with the basic problems in the life of the Christians.
All of this so-callod othical instruction in the Epistles is
the application of the keryrsma to the life of the of the Chrigt-

jian Churchi.

botweon preachln; and teaching. The dlstinciion is preserved
alike in Cospels, Lcts, Bpistles, and Apocalypse, and must be
considered charactoristic of early Christian ugage in general.
Teaching (didaskein) is in a large majority of cases othical
instruction, OUccasionally it seems to include what we should
call apologetic, that is, the rsasoned commendation of Christe-
ienity vo porsons interested bLut not yobt convinced. OSometimess,
especially in the Johamiine writings, it includes the exposi-
tion of thoologieal doejrine.” Ope. citey; Pe 7¢ For a detailed
enelysis ol the aJecZ( » Tollowing Dodd's distinection, cf.
He Go Go Horklotz, LA iresh ipproach to the llew Testament (New
York: Aibjngdon - Cokesbury Press, 1950), Dp. 03=07, whero Gthe
edad ¥ s or ethical elements in the New Testament is enal-
yaed according to the Decalogus.

16y1113am Backus, "in Analysis of iissouri Synod Preach=
ing Based on the Content of the liew Testament Kerygma" (S.T.H.
Thosis presented to the faculby of' Concordia Seminary, St.
Iﬂﬁis, I"IO.’ 1952) De 8.

.



FA e o

L

CHAPIER III
HERIGHA IW PETER'S SERNOCLS

L tondency very apparent in lew Testamont studles today
is the attempt of scholars to detect and uncover underlying
simileritics in the :'azassa;_-;e. of the Now Testament writers.
Thoy contend that although tho liew Testament corpus contains
twenty-seven books, it does not follow that thelir message iz
ai variance., ALlthough the writers may use different termine
ology they still 2ll agree in their ossential message. This
newer approach of scholarship is "synthetic" -~ it is a drau-
ing togethor of the various writings and teachings; showing
how thoy all agree in substance one with anothor.

i

This "synthetic" approach received a great impetus from

the 1ittle volume of C, H. Dodd, The Apostolic Preaching and

Tis Developuents.t Dodd maintains that the older "analytic®

method of lew Testament study was not fair in its over-cmpha=-
sis of pointing up the so-called differences and divergent
teachings in the Hew Testament books. The "emulytic" msthod
went to great length to show the pecullarities of individual
writers,.but often failed to show the essential unlty of teach-
ing and message of the lew Testament wrlters, in spite of the

varied style, phraseology, end smphasls in formulation of

1c. H. Dodd, Tho ipostolic Preaching and Its Developments
{Iiew York and London: Herpor and BrOss 4951)e.

PRITZLEFE MEMOIHIAL LIBEARY
COHCORUIA SEMINERY

W T AWTTVSY AT
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doctrine in each individual writer. DUodd has been followsd in
his position LY such men as &£. M. Hunter and . G. G, Herklotz,.
I we read the lNew Testament in large sections we soon
become eware of the fact that here we are reading a story.
It is & story which is so simple in form that even a child ecan
grasp i1t. "It is the story of how God decisively intervened
in bhuman hisvory in the person of Jesus Christ."2 Yot the im=
plications of this story ars so profound Tor man anaitin world
that they challenge the study of learned theologians,
What is the ossential content of this story? The answer
is found in one of the classlilec pasasages of Scripture, John 3:16,
Tho ¥New Testement story concerns the love of God for the world
as manilested In the sending of Hils own Son to dile fopr man,
It 1s Heilsreség;chte; that is, é story of salvation (eI, hcts

13:26; Bohe 1:13)a

& ptory has many dlvislons or facets to ite That is true
also of the llow Testsment story of Godls intervention in his=
tory in the person of Jesus Ghri§t.' This, too, containe many
facets, or elomonts, but they are all part of one truth. Hune
ter makes a point of this whon he writes:

The Hellspeschichte of which the llew Testament speaks from
beginning; to end, includes many things . « » bub chiefly
three things; and these (%o use the technical terms) aro:
Christology, Ecclesiology, and Soteriology. In other
words, the Heilsgeschiciate treats o' a Savior, a Saved
(and Saving) Feople, and the means of Salvations ind
these three are at bottou one « three strands in a single

2, . m. Hunber, Introducinc the New Testament (Philadelphias:
The Westminster Press, 1940), Pe 1ille
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cord, & trinity in unity. For the "story" is of the
conswmation of God's saving purpose for hils People .
{iicclesiology) through the cending of His lessiah (g'nrist-
ology) and of the means of Salvation (Soteriology).

We are endeavoring to uncover what the nature of the kerysma

in the Prlmitive Church wag, especially in the sermons of Petor.
Ue have previously defined keryrme, iiow we must show what we
mean.by the Primitlve Church. ¥We niust also deteruine how woe
ere to find historic documents for this discussion. Finally,.
we must show thet thoe keryrma of the Primitive Chmreh, sspc-
cially that of Peter, 1is in s.:;r-eemmﬂ: with the rest of t"_ie Hew
Testament keryrma. e will also want to show that the Petrine
lerypma, o oreaching, is. In agroemont wlth the whole low Tesw
tanent, with Jesus; Paul, and vhe rest of the writers, and thab
thic preaching of Peoter ies in agréa:nent with the New Testament

srzegelic

hte, or story of salvation,
he llow Testament was the zﬁroducb of the second half of' The
fipst century. t has been plausibly argued that the sarliest
boolk written was the letter of James.h

The czmei:[‘i::ion of desus is usually regarded to have taken
plece in 30 A.D. Thus we have ‘an interim period of about fif-

teen to ‘twonty years betwesn the ascension of Christ and the

31, M. Huntor, The Hessage of the New Testement (Phila-
delphia: The Westminster rress, Ce.i9LlL), Ps 1l.

bmheodor Zahn cates James in 50 A.D. Samuel Cartledge
places it in 45 A.D. CI. Theodor Zahn, Einleitunz in das
Hoeue Testament, Zweiter Dand (leiozig: . Deichertische Ver=
Tagevuchn. Bacals 'Ueorg Boshme',; 1907). Cf. undoer Zelttafel,
pPe 653-6563 Samuel L. Cartledge, i Conservative Introduction to
tho Hew Testament (Grand Rapids, Mich.T sondervan Fublisning
mse' 19 D )e
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beginning of the wrlling of the ilow Testament. Tails interim
perlod bDotween The ascension of Jesus in 30 £.D, and the first
misslonery journey of Paul ({9 or 50 A.D.) iz called the Pep=-

-

iod of the Primitive Church, the church being.centrelized in
Jerusalem. Hore is a poriod in the early church that is all
too ol'ten overlookeod. Yot it is just thias period that is so
very vital to the developwment of the How Tezbament, for on 1%
depsnds the continulty of the teaching of Jesus with that of
the New Testament authora.

The importence winich the tesching of the Primitive Church

had upon the fubure development of the church and its toaching

as cxpressed in the How Testament Canon is clearly shown b:,

Floyd V. Filson in his book, One Lord - Gne Faith, a si:udy

which endcavors to detecraine whether or not the teaching of

Jesus was falthfully tavght by the Apostolle Church:
In carrying out a careful study of this problem of con=
tinuity, the events of the first Christien generation
are of chief interost and imporiance. It is the church
of this first generation, e: teﬂdin[; from the Resurrection,
about L.0. 30, to the emergence of Paul as writer and
oubat andi“t_, leader of the Gon{'.ila ehurches, about L.D. 50,
wa.icr- is here meant by the Primitive Church., £nd it is
rocisely this period which 1s decisive in a gtudy of
cortt:v.nm.ty. If the rirst geneoration of Christians lacked
the ability or the interest nscessary to pressrve and
transmit the spirit and message of Josus, no later dil-
igenco could make up the loss. On the other hand, il
the cerliecst dlsciples did remewber wilth reasonable ac-
guracy, and transmit with essontial £icelity what their
Haster taught and lived, then. the Churchl!s conviction
thet thers was unbroken conbtinuity finds solid ground.-

91"10'3& V. Filson, One Lord - One Faith (Philadelphia:
The Weztminster Press, 1903), ODe L fe
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he chlef source available for Ilaforaation periainine to
the earlisst {hristisn church is found in the fets of the Apog-
tles. That primitive period of zome Lilteen years Lefore Paul
vezen his successful evangelizetion of the Gentiles and The
founding of the Centile congregatlions has 1zt ns litivle ine
Tormation rsﬁarding 1teselr.b It is only in icta whars Luke
recondﬂ thiz early cermons uné spscches of the :rlaitive Christ-

izns that some substantiel facts ars obtainabls regarding thelir

Q

teacining and cuatoms, op as Imke tells usg in lLebs 2:42, r.y Jf-Jd,[il
rdy dmovridwr Kal rﬁ xuvww'zt o Lets conbtaine two sermons
of a mizslonary character adérassod to the people of Israel,

The first 1s ths scrmon of Pster on Pentscost (Lets 2:14-L0),
tneg second is a seruon of Peter unich was addresaed {rom Sol-
omonts Porech {ficts 3:12-26), Tue Lobts slso conteins & misslion-
ery serwion of Pober to the Gentiles. This is his clessic ade
dress Yo Cornelius (Acts 10:36-i3}. Thers ave also two gpaszcnss
of reter in daofense belore the Jazhedrin al'ter he Enq John had
caused saeh a stir beocause they had healed the leme man {Acts
Li:l=123 3:29=32). Several statements of the early church ro-
gerding aisclisline and pollty also are found (Acts 533 £f.:

6:2—&; :20~23; 11:5=17)e & praver of tao Primitive Church is

6“mcruusa of this lsek of documenbtary evidence, the Frin-
itive Churen has often falled 5o receive the intensive study
1t deserves. s£ooks deallng with the nlpgtory ol relligiousg de=-
velopment of the Hew Testament churci have usually touched -
1ig htly upon the primitive aoranﬂ -and hestened on to the aurer
r"x':mmi. of the career of Panl,’ Ibide, pe 17.




12
found in chapter L:2l-30. In a majority of these instances
of »rimitive proclamation we find Peter as the recognized
spokesman, This leads us to believe that he wes the leador
of the Zarly Church. If, thon, wo glve Petor an earnsst car
we nmay find the ideas that were entertainsd by the Primitive
Chmreh in their teaching, church polity, and sbove all, theirp
Keryoma, or preaching. )

Potertg four najor sermons will then afford us substen-
tial documentation for rie’cemﬁ.ning mora particularly what the
kerygmatic elesmsnte were in his preaching, and in a wider
scope what the elemente of the primitive lkerygme were. IHis
four major sermons were: 1) tho Penbtecost address; '2) the
sermon in Solomon's Porch; 3) his first defense before the
Sanhedring L) his sermon to Cornelius. F. s Bruce in his

The fets of the Apostles nakes this very clear:

Hlost of the spceches in the first hall of ac. are reports
of the proclaiming of the good nows to Jewlsh sudiences,
end wost of these are put into the mouth of Peter. Whon
we conslder that Irom these spneeches we can reconatruct
an outline of the Gospel story « « « We have good reason
for confidencoe that here we are face to face with the
Christian kerymma in its primitive form., This confidence
is supuorted o’y The primitive Christology of the speaches
and by other merks of early date.(

e are not concernad in this study with the credi‘oilitys

TP, F. Bruce, The Acts of the Apostles (London: The Tym=-
dale Press, 1951)’ Pe 1550 ;

OFilson romaris that Torrey, in his book, The Composition
of the Book of fcts, meintains that theose speeches in Zcts are
wnrelieblc since Gthey come f{rom an framailc source., Acts 1:l1 to
15:35 was written in Aramaic and translated into Greeck by the
author of the second half of the work. Filson, op. gite, Do 5l.
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of’ the sveoches in .cts., Conservetive scholarship is agresd

that they ave tho specches of Peter and that thelr contents
are in substance the very worﬁé o’ the apostle. LU ney be
woll to guoto authorities in this maiiter. Filson maintalins
that the Primitive Church accurately tranamitted the teach=
ing of Jesus bto Paul and stood in dirsct continulty between
Jegus and thelsecond half of the first century:

The student of the Primltive chureh has in the Acts an
important and valuable source of information. When
comparcd withh the arocryovhnel books glving the Acta of
ne o more anostlos, our canonical work stends oub as
remarikably free from the feuntastle, and as trustworthy
in oacentisl content. It was written in all probebil-
ity by luke, who had oxcellent opnortunities to incuire
into the course of events. It roflects a srinitive
Pelestinian situetlon in its early chapters, oad ibs
norbrayal of' the doveleopment of the Gentile churech i'rom
the 1little group of disclples at Jerusalem is in essen-
tlals credible and couvinelng. It la a strong wiiness
for contimiity of mcssage in the Primitive clivmch.”?

Ge Vo Lechler, an older scholar, hes this Lo says

f we look bhack at the gquestlon in the light of the hizg=
torical credibility of the iActs, we must confess that
the speeches of the apostles ure arranged in & way that
vears all the feabturcs ol internal truth in 1tself, and
is & pgunarantee of thelr historical pgenuineness. Not
only the cntire coloring, not only the standpoint o &
whole, not only the Cld Testament baclground, and the
method of Scoripturs proof smnloyed in the speeches,; not
only the longing of the spirit after the Hessianic fue-

ure, but also individual traits and favourite cxpres-
sions, {or example, raspecting the person of Jesus, are
of such & nature as to present an Internal testimony for
their truth, s0 that & free composition, or more cOr=
rectly, Tletlon, from a later standpoini, could not pos=-
sibly have wvroduced these discourses.

9Ibides Pe 506

10zotthard Victor Lechler, The ‘ipostolic and Fosi-iApostolic
TimesE tr. b7 L. J. Ko Davidson (Bdinburgt T, = T. Clark,
] - .
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Yow we may seb out in our quest of sifting out the keryg-
matiec olements in Poter's sermons, limiting ourselves o his
Tour chiof spooches.

Ce He Dodd shows that all four speeches troat substan=
tially the same subject mabber., EHven as to thelr style of
oresentation and shraseology little change or advance can
be detected as we pass from one speech Lo another, Their
conbents supplement one another. If these contents sre placed
into divisions or categories, a comprehensive view of Petertis
zeryoma can be found. They are!

2. The age of fulfilment has dawned. !

be This fulfilmeont has talken place through the ministry,

doath, and resurrectlion of Jesus.

ca dJosus has boen sxalted nt the right hand of God.
de The Holy Spirit in the church is the sign of Christ!s

present power and glory.

Ges Lhe lMesslanic age will shortly reach its consunma-

tion in %he return ol Chrlat,.

e &L pgeneral appeal for repentance and the forgiveness

of sins.l
L8 hes been mentioned, most modern scholars follow Dodd essen=
tially, varying only slightly in their presentation of the
primitive keryema. (Cf, Hunter and Herilotz).

A study of these sermons may show that Dodd has been a
1ittle narrow in his scope. Dodd!s six elements are no doubt
essential and most evident in the sermons. &8%till it can't be
denled that other kerysmetic elements maey be found. & recent

article written for tho Hibbert Jourmsl 'by T, Fe Glasson

\
|
uBOdd, op. _9_!-!1:-" PPe 21-21!.. d F |




15

entitled, "ihe Xerygme: Is Our Version Corrsct?®ll staies
that ot loast twenty keryrmatlic elomon'_bs can be gathered,
Dodd eliminates from his outline of the kerygma the testimo-
ny of the spostles to the mirecles and 1life of Jesus as a
sign of his lesslahship, and slso the fact that the ipostles
are to witness Jesus as the liessisn. These two elements -
should be added.

(lesson, on the other hand is in Tavor of a more ,na:m'.'m:
cabegorization of the keryrma. He would restrict it %o five
eledents: 1) the lMessiah's coming has been foretold in Scrip-
ture; 2) Christ must sulffer; 3) Hé will rise from deaths
L} repentanco and forgiveness of sins should be preached in
fiis nawmes 5) the asostles are witnesses to this fact. Glase
son malntalns that only those slements should be i.ncl\.'.d;ed
waleh occur with prominence In sach sermone Thorefore he
eliminates the sending of the Holy Spirib end the peburn of
Jesus in the "Parousia® from what he considers essential lke-
ripme.+3 Yo say only that can be considered vital and essen-
ticl which occurs in every sormon is arbitrary.

The present studfr of the keryrma is divided iInto the fol-

lowing eight eloments: 1) The age of liesslanic fulfilment

12'1'. F. Glasson, "The Kerysma: Is Our Version Correct?”
Hibuert Journal (Jen. 1953), pp. 129 .

131pia., pe 129,132, Glasson claims that the last ver- °
sos of Tuxzo prove that.his fiwve slsments arc the most essen-
tial parts of the kerypma, cf. Luke 2i:26=-28. Yot the admis-
sibility of other x*ita& eloments cannot be denied, otherwise

" how can their repeated occurence in Petor's sermons be explained?

-
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has dawned; 2) This fact has been atiested by the life and
miracles of Josus; | 3) This lessienic fulfilhent has been
nade ;:oos;sib'.!.e by the death, resurrscilon, and esscension of Jo=
sus; l) Jesus has veen exalted abt the risht nand of the Fa=
ther; 5) His exaltation has been attested by the sending of
the Spirit which serves as & sign of Chrigt!s present honon
and glory; 6) The ezalted Christ will roturn again in His
"Pavougial .'.\s. the "Judge of guick and dead™; 7) The call to
repentence and the promise of the forgivencss of sinsy 8) The

apostles arec witnesses to those things.
The Lge of lMessianice Fulfilment has Dawned

Pentocost Sernons

Lets 2:U-23 Bub Poter, standing up with the cleven,
1ifted up his voice, and spake Iorth unto thom,; saying,
Yo meon of Judsea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalen,

be this lmown unto you, and give ear uwnto my words. For
these are not drunken, &s ye supposes- seoing it is butb
the third hour of the days bubt this is that which hath
been gnpoken through the provhet Joel: And it shall bo in
the last days, saith God, I will pour forth of my Spirit
upon: all flesn: 4&nd your sons and your daughters shall
propheay, And your young wen shall see visions, And your
old men shall dream dreams: Yea snd on my servants and
on ay handmaldens in those days Will I pour forth of uny
Spirit; end they shall prophesy. #4nd I wlll show wonders
in the heaven above, ind signs on the earth beneath;
Blood, and firec, and vapor of smoke: The sun saall be
turnsd into darkness, £nd the moon’ into blood, Dsfore ihs
day of the ILord come, That great ond notable day: daind it

shall Ve, that wvhosoever shall call on 'the name of tho Lorxd
shall be saved. Ye men of Israel, hozr those words: Jesus
of Nazareth, a nan approved of God unto you by mighty works

and wonders end signs which Cod did by him in the midst of
you, even as ye yourselves know; him, being delivered up
by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of CGod, ye
by the hand of lawlesc men did crucify and slay:
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Sermon in the Porch of Solomon

fcts 3:12-15 £And when Peter saw it, he answersd unto

the *:eople, ¥e men of Israel, why mervel ye =t this man?

or why fasten 7o your eyes oxn wa, as though 'o:; our own
pouer or godliness we had mede hin to walk? The Cod of
!.ora..m, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, tlie God of our fa=-
thors, hath glorified his Servant Jesus; whom ve delivered
up, and c.ﬁniad before the face of Pilate, wien he hed de~
tormined To release him. IDut ye denied the IHoly and Right-
oous One, and asked for a murderer to be grﬂ.m.ﬂd unto you,
and killed the Prince of life; whom Cod raised from the
deads -m.e'ﬂeof e are witnosses,.

Acts 3:17-10 ind now, brethren, I know that in ignorence
ye did iv, as cli.d alzo your rulers. But the things which
tod foreshowed by the moubth of the prophets, that his
Christ should suffer, he thus :fulfillau.

Aets 3:122=-25 loses indeed sald, A prophet shall the Lord
God raise up uato you from smong your brethren, like unto
mej to him shall ye hearien in all things whatsoever he |
shall speak unto ':fou. Apd 1t shall be,; that every soul
that shall not hearken to the prophet, shall be utterly
destroyed from among the nsoz:le. Yea and all the prophets
from Samuel and them that followed after, as many as have
spokon; they also told of these days. Ye are the sons of
the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with your
fathers, saying unto Abrahem, And in thy seed shall all
the femilies of the surth be blessed. ;

Sevmon Before the Sanhedrin

Aets bi2ll He is the stone which was set at -'xo eht of you
the builders, walch was made the hoad of the corner. |

Sermon to Cornelius

Acts 10:36~37 The word which he sent unto the children of
Israel, preaching good tidings ol peace by Jesus Christ
(ne is Iord of all) =- that saying ye yourselves kmow
wiich wae nublished throughout all Judaea, beginning f‘z-c.'-:z
Galilee, alter the baptism which John preached;
;\cts 10: 1;2-1- And ho charped us to preach unto the neople
¢ to testify that this :I.s he who is ordained of God to
be 1:116 Judge of the living and the dead. To him bear all
the prophets witness, that through his name every ]ﬁne that
believeth on him shall vecelve remission of sins.

UiTn this paper our quotations are made from the American
Standard Version bocause of its literal accuracy. The io
{owly odited by the imerican Rovision Committee.
""E‘—Efard Bdition (Few York: Thomas llelson and Sons, 1901).
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The Hew fge which has Deen pronised to Izrael by tho pro=-
phets has nou finally taken place. Thils fact rings clearly

throughout Poter!s four sermons. Iin the Pentecost sermon  Fo~

Gate
were £illed with the Holy Spirit. This Pentecostal ;-;ii:t of the
"thot which hath been spoken through the prophet
Joel!? (Acts 2:16-17), nawely, "in the last days" the Spirit
wouléd bLe pourcd ‘ou*:. vpon all menitind, This prophetic promise
was now being fulfilled end the Mew iAge had davmed. This Hew
igpe had been forstold by the Cld Testament Prophets. In all
four sermons thls note is in evidence. In Solomon's Porch, Pe=-
ter declarcs "the things which God foreshowed by the mouth of
the prophets « « » ke thus fulfilled,” (icts 3:19). & 1ittle
later in this semmon (vv. 22=23), Peter rominds the peopnle that
lioses had promised that God would raise up for them & prophet.
This prophet has come. "Yea and all the prophots from Samusl
and then that followed after, as many as 'nave spoken, they al=-
g0 told of these deys," (ve 2i)s Thus Peter here is stating
that tho apge of prophetic promise had finally dewned.

Ho-t-: was this How Age brought to fullilment? C. H, Dodd
gugs it up in these words:

It was a standing orinciple of Hebbinle exegesis of the

0ld Tostament that what the promm'bs nredlcited had refer-

ence to the "days of the Mossiah," that is to say, to the

expscted time whon God, after long centuries of walting,

should vislt His people wii‘.h Jjudgmont and blessing, bring-
ing to a climax His dealings with them in history. The

apostles, then, declare that the Nessianic age has davned.15

15D0d.d., ONe Cites Do 21,

i o
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Poter secs the llew fLigo as being fulfilled :1n the person
of Jesus. ‘Jesus of lazareth, a man ajproved oi‘ God unto you
e o o Rin, being dolivored up by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of CGodl (lLcts 2:22-23) was lc whom God hed se-
lected to usher in the Promised 4ire to Isracl,

The couming of Jesus into the slane of history was not .ﬁ
haphazard even’c.]-(’ It could not have been, for his sdvent
had been dotermined by God in eternity (LAets 3:18). dJdesus!
conming was & nistoric event but in addition it had been curs-
£ully ordored in the mind of God. Mie was ordained of God,"

(fete 10:42) "by the doterminate counsel and forelknowledge of

God" (fets 2:23). So then, we have in Jesus'! coming a histori

event in wihich the finger of God moved to effecet His purposes
for mankind's welfare. "The story was & recital of events in
hlstory. "ub thoy were more than historical events; they were
related Lo history's begloning and its end,"17

This Jesus who by the "counsel anf foreknowledge of God"
had come to bring about the promised New Lge was also the

Chrlist, the promised lMessiah of Israel. In Solomon's Porch

16r1180n, o %2. cit., Ds 91, advances this comment on God's
use of history To effect His purposes: "But the God of personsal
oxperionce was also the God of hisbtory. Ie was known, not by
uithdrawal from the comple:: course of evenits, but by understand-
ing the significance of ths world Process « o o Cod's true na=-
ture was rovealed in his conerote and timely action CRCIC Hig-
tory was the essential vehicle of divine expression."

17y, G. G. Herklotz, A Fresh Approach o tho New Testament
(Yew York Jasnv.:.lle. -.b:l.ncﬁ =Cokesbury Pross, 1950), De Gle

- el A




20
Peter calle Him the Christ (Actz 3:18) and the Son of God (3:26).
Zefore Cornelius he gave Him the name Christ as a title and then
adds that "He is Lord of all" ek Tnaed Xgeored odros
Ercey wdvewy KIGeos (ficts 10:36). TPhis Jesus, then, was
both Xg:o‘ra’s and I(U’S’Mﬁ 13

Whet iz the significance of the titles, Lord and Christ,
given to Jesus by Pelor? Jesus was His human name gilven %o
him by his parsnts. The Hebrew form of this is the familian
01ld Testament nawe, Joshua. The word "Christ", however, is
not o name oub & title evoen though wo ofton take it as a se-
cond namo, 1t means "the anointed one" and is the Greel: trans-
lation of tho Hebrow "ifessiah®. Thus when Peter calls Jesus
the Hegsiah he 1 claiming that this Jesus is lie for whom Is-
racl has been walting for salvation and deliversnce from all
ner encmiss.l? Hunter has this to say regarding the signifi-
cance of the lMossianic titles, Lord and Chrlist, as applied %o

vesuss

15&-’011 other H.T. references to Josus as the Christ and
Lord efe. Hatte 1:23; 28:10-20; Luke 2h:hl ff. The goeneolo-
gles in Matt. end luke to prove the Davidic descent of Josus.
latte. enphasilzes ths fullfilment of U.T. prophecy in the serson
of Jesus. 1lark emphasizes that Jesus is the Son of God, The
nrologue of John emphasizes that Jesus as bthe Incarnate Logos
1s tho Hesgish (Cen. 1), ¢f. Dodd, On. Cit., De 70, John 3:163
17¢3: 1:3; 13l 9:253 é:zu, 20; 137093 1G:303 20:31; fcts S:li2;
17:3: Rom. 10:6-1l; 2:163 Col. 2093 1:15~-20; I Cor. 3:2; I Pet.
he2, &6 £f.3 2:2; 2:13; 3:15; 3:22; 1:2; 1l:213 2:5; I John 2:22;
531, Hobrews as a whole proves the superiority of the Now Cove-
cnant to the 0ld, Jesus, the Christ is its High Priest who has
soccurod access to God,

191191‘.‘5{10{';2’ O ciﬁ-’ De 65.
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The designation "Christ" meant that for them he was the
divinely commissioned Ueliverser whom God would send to
redeem Isracl « a person oi unigue end sol;.tar;«; dignity:
'i'.here mizht be many prophetis; tqere could be only one
Hegslah, But they also give him the name "lord" = a
uewuuaf'lvm title for God = and transferrsd to Jesus words
used in the Old Testament of Jehovah,20

=

Thus Teter mokes it cleoar that the fundamental fact in his

-

kervema is the proclanmation of Jesus as the Lord and Christ.

}

It is through the actlve parbicipation of Jesus in hiastory that
he Moessianle Age has comoc. This is The cornerstone of Poterts
sermonse. iHe who had been promised to Israel by the prophsts
has come, ordained by God Himsel{ for his Kossianlc mission.
Tho ancient yecamming of the Children of Israel for thelr lesg-
siah*has been fulfilled. This is the joyous message Peter of=-
fers the people. Suall wonder, then, that it is the corner-
stone of all the primitive preaching. Just how vital this be-
licf that Jeosus was the Christ for the Primitive Church is made
clear by Theodor Zohus “
Doch zelgt sich vielfach nocnh das lebendige Bswusstsein
wa dile ne nste wnd eigentliche Bedeutuny des Hamens, dass
er den im Alten Testament verheissenen und zunachst dem
Volize Isrcel gesandten Brloser bezeichnet. Zu den Llemen-
ten der Missionspredigt und der innergemelndlichen Iehre
auch auf dem Geblete der lieidenkirche gohorte daher der
1‘-350111-:913, Gass Jesus in don Hauptmomenien seines Lobons
und Winkens gdem alttestamentlichen VWelssagungsiilde
entspreche.

"iis Hessianic Age has reached its full completion in the

20iiunter, The lessape of the Hew Testament, op. cit., p. UD.

2lohsodor Zahn, Grundriss der Heuentostamentlichen Thoolo-
(Lal mg Ao Deicimrtscim Verlagsbucnhendlung D, Werner
53011011’ 192 )' De .
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coming of Jesue as tho lessiah. Petor, in guoting the prophot
Joel (Acts 2:17) says that they were living in the last days
( éo"ngrms iﬂe'gms ) since the Spirit has been poured outb
upon the pecple. This pronhecy of Joel has been di‘fectually
falfilled. And agein in his geruon in Solomon'!s Porch, after
he had reminded the people that lioses had promised that God
would raise up a vrophet {ron among them, he tells the people
the days of prophecy have been fulfilled. "Yea, and gll the
prophcts from Sammel and them that followed after" had svoken
of those days (Acte 212l ke Kdraf,eu{cfr' T™S RHufgds TADTAS).
Petor makes it very clear that the Messianle Age has reeched

1ts full and tobal vealization. The last days have core,

But as surely as the llessianic iige has dawyned in its full

gsignificance for Isracl, yet 1t will be consummated witk the
return of Christ in the "
Bernhard Welss has an illuminabing comment which resolves the

seening tenslon in the paradoxical stetement that, [irst, the

(4
it E'r;(drdt 77,u£gv£¢ " has come, and secondly, "lrg:'v Ezll.Qn"v

Hatear Kogioy Thy ,u.sd-d’;hlv Kxi empava® (icts 2:20):

4lthough the ksssiah has not yet brought the completion
of salvation, yet there coi uld be no doubt that with his

appearance there had commenced the liessianic time to which

al,:} the prophets had pointed (IzI. 2l4), as the last days
( Eayarad mu.g«u -’ as translation of‘ the Cld Testa-
ment M N TI'0D s cf. Gen. x1lix. 1; Mic. ive. 13 Isa.

ii. 2), ih which aIl the deeress of Jehovah must be accom=

plis.‘med. In 1i. 17 Peter expressly inserts this term,
tech. of Hesslanic prophecy into the prophecy of Joel,
whose fulfilment he there points out, in order to show

Yarousia." This is a secning paradox.
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That with this Mlifilmnent at least the lessianic end
of the time had come,

This liessianic hope had been deeply rooted in the cons-
ciousness of Israel. 4 vast amount of 0ld Testament prophecy
ochiced this consciousneas. Peber, reelizing thls, made much
use of guotations from the prophet333 in his semons using
them &s proof f'or the Msssiahshlp of Jesus., He interprois
those psalms and orophets which were popular among the Jews,
ldentilying thelr fulfllment with Jesus. le employs the same
method in iﬁtarpretatioﬁ that wes used by Jesus, St. Paul, and
the subhor of the book of Hebrews. "ie finds nuuerous types of
the profoundest doctrines of the oreed,”2l thaot doetrine which
has as 1ts basls the lesslahship of Jesus.25

In addition-to the lesslaniec Title of Christ, and the

€23ernnard Weiss, Biblical Theolos of tho llew Testnment,
; Devid Daton from the Third hevised nAibion (Lain urg s

Yo !.'l:

T & TS Cl&\ﬂ{, !\.od.), I, 181.

232ruce, op. cib., believes that the 0.T. quotations used
wy Zeter and the rest of the li.T. wrliters were derived Irom &
very early collectlon of Testimonia, or proof-texits, pp. 186=21,

2y, -7, Stokes, "The Acts of the Anostles" in The Lxnos-
itorts Bible edited by W. Fobertson Nicoll (Cincinmnati, ilew
Yot dJennings % Graham, n.d.); I, 123.

25For a clear study on Peter!s method of using the 0.T.
vrophets cf. Crawlford Howell Toy, Quotations in the New Testa-
mont, (low York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 190L). ©pe 96-
for Peter'e use of the 0,T. and the LXX in hils sermons, Cf,
also R, V. G. Tesker, The Old Pectamsnt in the liew Testament
{Philadelphin: Tho Westminster Pross, C.i94[). lote cspe=-
cially the third chapter, "The ow Age™ pp. 69-50, for Feoter's
method of quoting the G.T., in his preaching.
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identification of Jesus with the Cld Testament Jahwe in the
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Lord, Peter adds several other namcs to Jesus in his
address in Solomon's Porche In explaining how he and John had
been able to heoel the lame noan, Peter tells them that it wes
not by eny inheront power, as dlsciples of the Lord, but solely
vceavee of the oower of Jesus whom they had denisd before Pie

"

ate (dcts 3:13)e In denying this Jesus who had the power to

heal the lame man they had also denled hilm who was (3:13) the

Servant of God, tho Holy Ome and the Just (3:1l), the Prince
of Life (3:15)s Finally, it was in the Bomo of thls man whom
the Jews hed denied and kkilled that "ne lame man had been
healed through falith (3:16).

5o then this healing of the lame man had served a3 2 sign
that Jesus was the author of salvation. This bringer of salva-
tion is the Servant portrayed in ths famous passages in Issial

L2, b, 52, and 53.26 As CGod's Servent he must suffer in order

e

snet salvetion and restoration mighit be secured for the tribes

of' Jacob. This rvestoration could only be obteined by his sule

fering as the man of sorrous.2f This conception of Peterls

26¢7r, Bdward Gordon Selwyn, The Fiprst Eplisile of St. Ze=-
ter (Lond::n: Maemillan & Co.- Ltd., 19 'Tho descri_f* on
'6'1""Jasu:> s.“ God's “"e,x-vant“ (zhv maiéd adzod 1in Lots III. 13,
26, zov cov maléd aov in kets IV. 27 (30) is alwost cor-
tainly ue ived from the Servant passajes of Deutero=-Isaiash, a
Taevorite book with the author of I Poter." Pr. 3l f.

27¢f. Richard Bolward Rackham, "The Acts of the ipostles,"
eighth odition, in tho Uestminster Conmentaries, ed. by ‘h‘alter
Tool {London: Iethuen iz GO. Lttes 194G)s Ds Gle
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Jesus was the Servant plays a vital part in both his ser-
and in als Bpistle,.

It is not strange that this Servant conception - this
r'mf-:z-r‘»:unle Plead of .strength and submisglon, achieving
viebory through apnarent defest - should appeal to Pe=
tér. Lo was himself an ardent, whole-zouled man who
knew both J.a.i'eau and v...ctoxr,r. Moreover he had hired
servanis (Mazk 1:20), end now f'op years had boen & serw
vant of Chri st {ef. .&cts Iis d?).za

Je e Farmer in his article on the Gospel of Hovlz found

19 Intornational Standard S5ible Encxclog_ gdia, suus up Issl-

anls

(4]

s

teaching on the Servant concept under seven points. The

seven poinbks arse:s

1) He is God's chosen; 2) He has a mission to establish
Jjudpeent on the earthe « « The word is His instrument and
the Lord is in the Word, or rather He Himselfl is the imper=-
sonation of ity 3) His endowment 1z the Spirit and an in-
vinelble faithy b)) thers is in Him o marvelous combina=-
tion of preatness and lowliness; 5). there are inevitable
ufiorings = bearing the nwmlty of others! sins; 6) He
thus redecms Israel and brings light to the C-enuiles,
7) Israel!s repentance and rostoration precedes the broad-
ey bleassing.

In addition to killing the Servant of God the Jewa had

rilled the Heoly and Righteous One., Jesus is without the slight-

est faunlt in nis relation to both God and man, Israel had been

wnfaithful in her relation to God but this Jesus was falthful

»

in his service to Gode.

Righteousness signifies the Tullfilment ol the law of God.
llore again Isroel 1, and all men besides, nad fallen short:

283, H. I"armer "The u-ospal of Mark," The Internstional

Standard Bible Enc clo edia (Chicapgo: 'l‘ne Howard = Sevevance
Gompany, Cel9l5), EIT 199L.

29Ibid.
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all wers Gransgressors and uarightoous, But Christ oveysd
the -511 of’ God to the ubtermost and a0 was the righteous
ONG <

In kiliing the Holy and Righteous God, they had also killed

the Zrince of Life.

The word Prince or Author (1) means he who goes first or

Leaders end Jesus was the iirst to rise . « - (2) the

Leader is genorally the caplaln o0r Frince ¢« « ¢« and

Chvist oy his victory over deabh was declarsd to be the

Prinee of Life, the victorious captain.“-ﬁ

Finally, Peter states thet the lame man had been healed:
in the nawme of Jesus (3:16), This Jesus who was revealed as
the Sewrvant of CGod; as Holy and Highteous, as the Prince of
Life has power in His name, the vower of healing. It had been
in his name that the leme man had received strength and "per-
fect soundneas" and "had been saved." It is only through faith
in the name of Jesus thot we find healing and "soundness."32

Thus we see that in all four spseches Peter anmounces that
the liessianic Age of restoration and healing has dawned just
es the orovhets had promised. The dawning. of the Hew ige comes
also with the advent of Jesus on the stage of history for this
Jesus is not only meni le is also the Christ, the Lord, the

Servant of' God, the Holy and Hignhteous One, the Prince of Life,

Does the reght of the New Testamsnt also contain this

3°Rackhnm, ope cites; Do 51
1Tbide, Do 526

32¢r, Brooke Foss Westcott, The Epistles of St. John
(Grand Rapids, Hich.: Wm, B Eér’&'z?a'nsi Fublishing Company,
1953)ﬁ pPe 213 £, for his coument on tho significance of the
“Hame" as used in the 0.T. and tho NeTs
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erypmatlic eloment? Deter, in his cpistle states in unmistake-
able terms that the liow Age. has dawned., "iho was foresknoun
indeed before the foundation of the world, but was menifested
at the end of the times for your sake" (I Pet. 1:20).

In the Uogpel account Jesus makes it very elear that the
Hew fge hos dawmed. This he does through his proclamation of
the Sasileia, or Hingdom. This Baslleis is a present reality
(Matte 12:28 fo5 Luke 17:21 f.), it ls already among the pso-
vle, it is elso a present blessing (HMatt. 23:13; 21:3: 63333
11:12; 13:hh-li8), andéd finally, the Bsgilela is present in the
porgon of Jesus (Matt. 1l:l=1ls 12:28; ILuize L:17=-21)., Filson
shouws that the Primitive Churen wes faithiul to this teaching
of Jesus:

Ths developments in the Serly Church indlcabes that it

maintained the ossontial feabures of the Xingdom concept

of Josus., 4z movement in living touech with its situation,

it naturally devoloped now enphases and altered its Lor-

minology. Hovertheless, it never lost the senss of the

unrestritied clainm of God on men, It know that he was the

ective God of history. It saw his docisive interposition

in tho coming and work of Jesus. It sensed the continuance

of that divine action in its ocwn expanding life and oxper=
ience.33

Paul also mekes Trequent mention of the fact that he preached
Christ whose coming had been foretold by the prophets (iets 17:
l-li), Iuke also gives us insights into the method of Paul's
preaching to the Jews, "for he powerfully confuted the Jows,
end that publiely, showing by the Scriptures that Josus was

33Filson, op. clte, Pe 106,
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tho Christ" (4ctes 18:28). Paul says that he preached nothing
but the tradition he recelved regarding the Chrlst, whose sor=
vant he was (Rom, l:l-l; I Cor, 15:3; II Cor., 5:19; I Cox, 3:11).

Iebrews is espesciglly rich in ;*eferancas to Josus Christ
as the ovringer of the Promised Ag_-:a. This book i1s expressly
wrltlen Uo prove the suporiority o.: the lisw Covenant to ths
0lde Christ is the High Priest who instibtuted this lisy Cove
enant, and thus socurocd access to God, This Few Covenant
ung promised of old by the prophets and is fulfilled in the
fiew LApge which has crashed through history in the coning of
Cheist n the flesh (IHeb. l:l-2). The whole book of Hebreus
may well be read in this 1lipght, nemely, the superiority of the
How Uovenant in Jesus Christ in contrast with tho 01d Covenant
ol lioses.

“he Tget thal the Yow Lge has come can be traced throughe-
out the llew Testament. By the historic act of the Incarmation
in the person of Josus the New Age has culminated. Herikloiz
swng wo the signifilcance of this Taet Tor Chrigtian faithe

It is the Christians!clalm that mm.'i. men could not do,

God has donej that God has once for all acted in a special

serics of events in history in such & way as to show men

forevor what ne is like, and to create for sll men the

*masipillty of immediate and developing fellowship with
hime 34

31' erklauz’ _O_E. Git., Pe 69.
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The Mossianic Fact has beon Attested by the Life

and iiracles of Josus

The second element of the FPrimlbtive Xerysrma in Feter's ;
sermons is o specilal embhasis on She ministry and miracles of
Josus Christ. They serve as & sign that the fAge of Fulfilment
has dawned.

ligading through Peter's sermons we [ind this kerysmatie
oloment as follows:

Pontecost Sermon

Acts 2:22 Ye men of Israel, hear vhese words:  Jesus
of Hezoreth, & man approved of God unto you by nighty
works and wonders and signs whlch God did by ainm in
the nidst of you, even as ye yourselves know;

Seraon to Cornelius

Lete 10238 Lven Jesus of Hazareth, how God anointed him
with power: who went atout cdoing g£ood, and healing all
that werc oppressed of the devil; for God was with hia.
£nd we are witnosses of all things which he did both in
the country of the Jeus, and in Jeruselem; whom also they
glevw, hanging him on a tree.- :
Haking the teaching and mirscles of Jesus & spocial mejor
emphasis in the keryzma may be challeonged, &s it has been by
e o = =5 ».
Uodd.3> Dodd places this eloment alongside and as part of the
doath and resurrection of Jesus. Glasson also does not include
it since, according to his ruley; only that element of the ker-
yima can be considered a iajor enmphasis which oceurs in every

sermon of Pei_;er.36

35Doad, op. clte, ppe 21 fo
36G1asson, op. gcites, Ppe 129 f.
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The Teaching and miracles are included in this study
bocause of the full treatilont they receive in the germon oo
Cormelius. In this svcech the other elemenbts of the Fotrine
keryeme are treated rother briefly whilo the miracles of the
Lord have an essential part. Uodd also mekes this point:

Such reforences fLo the teaching and mirvacleg] sre only
slizgh% in the first four spoeches of Peter , ¢« « ¢« BEut
the case is different in the speech attributed to Peter
in Acts x:. 34~i3s The prineipal elemente of the herycma
can be traced in this speech=~-ths fulfiiment of prophecy,
the death and reaurrection of Christ, His second advent,
and the oifer ol forgivensss. Bub all ig given with ex-
treme brevity, except the section dealing with the his-
toric facts concerning Josus. They are herve tveated in
feirly full outline.3

it is agreed that Peter does not malke as much of the mir-
acles as of the.other kerysmatie cloments. Howover, they do
hold a place of welative importance. The burden of nis preach-
ing is not to substantiate The Messianic claim with the nir-
aculous. He had e more nowerful argumont in rescrve. &
eloar rougon for this hurried mention of the miracles in the
leryyma is hinted at in the sermons. We hear Peter say (Lcts
2:22) that God has wrought miracles amon; them as they them-
solves imew. ©. T. Stokes comments: '

5%. Peter taught boldly the mirsculous elenent of Christ's

1life, describing Him as "a man spproved of God by mighty

works and wonders and signe which God did by Him." Yet

- 2 - - ® o
he did not dwell as mch as we unight have expected upon
the mirocculous side of Christls ministry. In fact, the

earliest horalds of the Cross did not make as much use of
the argunent from miracles as we might have expected thom

3TDodd, op. gites Ds 27,

B
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to have done. £And That for a very siﬁple roason, the
inhabitants of' the Bast were zo asccustoned %o the proc-
tices of magic that they si.mly' classed the Christian

mi .,.slonzlris with mag iei&nm <he Jewish explenation of
the nmiracles of our Lord 1s of this description. The
Talimdists do not deny that il woriked miracles, but ase-
sert that Ho achieved them by = speclal use of the Te-
tragasmaton, or the sacred name of Jehovah, which was
linown only to himself. The sacred writars and nreachers
reflor, therefore, agzain and again to the miracles of our
Sav_or-, a5 Ste Potor does in the second chapter, as well-
imown end admitted facts, whatever explanation may be
offersd of i.hem, end thon turn to othor aspects of the
auestion. "

Poter uses throe words to desceribe the miracles. "Jesus
Hazereth, 2 mon approved of Uod among you by miracles
( ém'«:wzcrz) end wonders {z‘eqat e ) and signa (enweloes )t
+hesc miracles God performed awong the people of Isracl by Je-
sus of Hegzareth who came with CGod's cpproval (Lcts 2:22). 39
Yglor aluo tolls Comelius that Jeaus of lazareth hod boen anw-
nointed with the Spirit and power: that he "went avout doing
zood, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil" (icts
10:35). Jven though Ile is ascended, Peter tells the assembly

thered In Solomon's Porch, Jesus still is working miracles.

wes ho wino had healed the lame man by the Instrumentality

of Potor and Johm {(Lets 3:16). “hat miracle had not been

33%0!:03, op. eit., Pp. 121 T,

3%oratio B. Hackett, i Commontary on the Acts of the
ipostles (Philadelphia: fimerican Eapﬁs T Publiphing o aoiﬁw,
1062) De 1;.9 cor:ﬁ::entin{: on the significanec of van..uts 9 LEEAS
and 67 cCoy o liiracles gnd wonders and sipns form obvi-
-ously an intensive Sxpression but they are not synonymous with

each other. HNiracles are called vowors because they are wrought
by divine power; prodipies, bacause they appear 1ro¢calicabla to

men; and 6 7. ele (8igns) because the;-r attest the character
or clalms of those who periorm ther.'
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wrought by any inherent power of thelr own or won Ly their oun
erits and pletys it had been wrought by God to the glory of
Jdgsus of llazareth, in whose namc the 1.me man had been healed,
In the Gospels, Josus vses hie miracles as a teabimony
that the Basilela has come. Jesus goes aboubt in Galilee "teach-
1]

l‘ﬁf‘

ené "healing® (liatt. 123 £.). Whilo Josus teaches ho also
perlorns miracles., When tho Jews see his miraeles they belicve
in his nprie (John 2:23), Jesus says that he has a greater wit-
ness to his lNeaslahship than the fact that John hes come "o
prepere his path,” namely, the worita which he has done. They
bear witnoss to the fact that the Father has sent him {John

5236)e Josus also spoaks woe upon all who refuse %o Lolicve

him in spite of the mighty works n.e had performed, IU will
be mowe tolersble for Sodom on the day of judgment, which did
not have the great works of Jesus as a witness, than to that
eity (Chorazin and Bethsailda) which had the miracles of Jesus
as an effective witness to his Hessiahship and still refused
to beliove (liatt. 11:21-2L).

: Just ac Pster does not emphasize the miracles for apolo=-
gotle uses, so Jesus performed nﬁracles only upon roquest or .
petition, never to domands. Ho does not legitimatize his witg-
ness on the fact that ho is a wonder-worker, VWhen the Jeus
ask him for a sign (zd TRmEZOV o(émra{as %adl) he refuses them

(Jonn 2:13; ef. also Mabt. 12:33 £.)s The mirccle serves as a

.gencion to the proclamation of Jesus thet in him the Kingdom

has come; he is the Messlah, His miracles are not ncedod as

proof of thils fact. They arc wrought as a testimony (semelon)
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that God has esteblished his sole dominion in Chrlat Jesus,

the lMessish (ef. John 63263 Matt. 12:20). The dominion of the
devil has beoen Lrokein, as the miracles of Jesus suggest (cf,
Luke 13:11-16; 10:18; Matte 8:16 f.).

Doee Paul also make use o.,. the miraclss of Jesus &8z & prie
mary selement in his kerymma? Dodd has this to says

There is, indeed, very little in the Jerusalem keryima

which does not appear, aubstantiallg' in Paul. -'Wlumé'n_eﬂe

is one Important element which z2¢ flrst sight at leest is

asbaent from his preaching, so Ia:' as we ¢can recover it

from the eplstles, namel,,, the oexplicit reference to the

m_n:a...\t.r},r of Josus, His miracles (Acis i.n.. 22) and teach- .

Tae (hobe 111, 22} 0

Paul, in writing to the Corinthian:, tells them that when
he firat came to them he preached nothing bult what he had re=-
coived as tradition. "For I deliverad unto you firat of all
that which also I roceived" (I Cores 15:3).. Since Paul was in
intimate cmatact with the prinliive congrepgation at Jerusalem,
he muet have recelived the kerymms from guch men 23 Peter and
James. Part of the Jerusalem kerygma was, as we have soeu, &
preaching of the miracles of Jesus. So it is that although
Paul lays very small stress on this fact in his preaching, it
can never be said he did not use it. The burden of his message
ves tnre atonement won by Christ for the neople. In a message
of this kind, mirscles would naturally be of secondary impor-
tance. AdAomembering also that Paul was & misslonury to the liel-

lenie world where the miraculous element would be Tar more

40pogd, op. gltes D¢ 27.
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suspect then in the mystically inclined Zast, Paul accomodates

his proaching to the specific neceds of the Graek., C. H. Dodd

commnents on the lack of the miraculous slement in Paulls preoach-

Ing:e

In the preaching attested by Paul, although it was simiw-
larly addressed to the wider public, therc doss not sesm
to be any such comprehonsive sunmary of the facts of the
ministry of Jesus, as distincet from the facts of His
death and resurrection. It would, however, be rash ©o
argue Trom silence that Paul completely iznored thne iife
of Jesus in his preaching; for, as we have seen, Thab
preachling is ropresented only frogmenterily, and as it
wora accidentally, in the epistles. That he wus sware
of the historical l1llfe of Josus, and cited fHis sayings
as anthoritative, need not be show: over again, It may
be, for all we know, that the brici recital of histori-
cal facts In I Cor. zxve I 3qgqe 18 nly the conclusion
of a peneral sumiary walch may have included some Fefer-
enge to the ministry. But this remaing uncertaindtl

This ilessienic Fuliilment has been Made Pogsible by the Death,

Resurrcction, and Lscension of Jesus

The llew Apge which Poter has announced as having dewned
was mode possible Ly the coming of Jesus, the Christ, the Sore
vant of God. IHis coming was made effectual first, Ly his 1life
of ministry end miracles, and, secondly and foremost, by his
death and resurrsction.

Pator devoteé a8 considerable portion of his sermon to
this fact. Gathering the material in the four sermons oi Pe-

ter under that heading it would be:

ulIbid., Poe 20 fo 4 useful swmary of' Paulls relerences
to the 1ife and works of gesus in the days §f hig Ileah is gi-
ven by Theo. Zahn in his Binleitung in das Neue lestament, 3.
Aufl., Zweiter Band (Laip‘r"rghz Gt L. LDeicnors, 1907) 171-17he




35

PYentocost Sermon

Acts 2:23-32 Illm, being delivered up by the determincte
comngel and lorsknowledge of God, ye by the hand of law-
legs nen did erucify and slay: whom God raised up, having
loosed Tho pangs of Geathiy vecause it was not possible
chat he should vbe holdon of it. ¥For David saith concern~-
ing him, I beheld the Lord aluays before nmy face; For he
is on my right hend, that I should not ve moved: Therc-
fore my heart was glad, end my tongue 8 jolccd; Horeover
my flesh also shell duwell in hope: Decause thou wilt not
leave my soul unto Hades, leither wllt thou give thy Holy
Cne to sce corrustion. Thou medest known unto me the ways
of life; Thou shalt make me full of gladness with thy
countenance. LEretnren, I may say unto you fresely of tho
pabtriarch David, thoet he both dled and was buricd, and
his tomb is withk us unte tis day. Belng thorsfove a pro-
phot and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him,
that of' the frult of his loins he would zet one upon his
thrones ho loreseeing; this apalte of the resurrsction of
the Christ, that necither wasz he left unto Hades, nor did
his Tlesh seec corruption. This Jesus did God raise up,
uhsrool we all ars witneesscs. :

Sopron in tho Porch of Solomon

Lets 3:13«15 The God of 4Lbreham, and of Ismac, and of
Joeow, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Servant
Jaesugs whon yeo delivered up, and denled belore the Ilace
of Pilate, wnien ne had .detecrmined to release him. ISub

ve dsnled the loly and Highteous One, end asked for a

murderer to be granted unto you, and lkilled the Prince
of lifes whom CGod raiszed from the dead; whereof we are

witnesses,

Sermon Lefore the Councll

Aebs 11210 Be it lmowm unto you.all, and to all the pso=-
ple of Isracel, that In the name of Jesus Christ of liaza-
reth, whom ye crucifiled, whom God raised from the dead,
even in hilm doth thisg man stand here belore you whole.

Sermon to Corneliug

fiets 10:39-5i0 ind we are witnesses of all things which
he did both in the country of the Jews, and in Jerusalem;

whom algo they slew, hanging him on & trece. Him Uod raised

up the third day, and gave him to be menifest.
The fact of Jdesus!? death rings clearly throuzhout these'

four sermons. - On Pentecost Peter states that Jesuas was talken

P
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by evil hands, crucified, and sglain ( Jt:(. p &L g::s q’tvo’,«.wv

wdr:rn’ Tavees areldldare icts 2:2it). Lgain, in Solomon's Poreh

he ugserts that Jesus wes "delivered up, and denied" (mageduw xere

1(_4: n gw{é‘d o“ua-a. ) before Pilutg (scts 3:13-15)'. Before
the counecll and again o Gornalius he mekes it clear thai he
nad been Yerucifisd" (icts 4:10) and that ne was slain and
hanged on a tree (lLets 10:39-40).

The responsibility for the cruc! .f.'i. tlon is pluced in no
uncertelin terms upon the Jewish nation, .!.t was they who were
the instruments causing the death of Christ.  "Ye ‘:.:;sr the hand
of lawloss men did crusify end slay” (_ Ay E{Agcg hots 22
23)e "int yo donled the Holy and Righteous ono® (meeeddporre

ete., iicts 3:1i), "“ml us..e..'& for a mirderer to be granted unto

'IJ
<8

you." "i¥e crucified him" (3jugls gd‘ﬂvggg:dg Lebs 14110).
Peber expressly tells Covrnelius that the Jews were responsible

» the Goath of Chrisk. "And we ove witnesses of all t‘r:iﬁgs
which he did both in the couni;rﬁs' of the -i’ewa: s and in Jerusalems
whom also they slew, hanglng him on a tree ( oy sy availey
_g_g_%&_g’_mwﬂcts 10:39). -

Thet the Christ of the Jeows would suffer asnd dis a hunil-
iating Geath by erucifixion was an sbsolute 'sqs.n.dal f'tlar & pi=
ous Jew. flis E-ie:ssianic idea centersd in .the coming of the
Christ who would remove the bondage and Tforeign yoke I'rom off.
thelr necksa. The Hessianle Kingdon, the Tow Lge, would bea,
egsontielly, the restoration of Isn:el to the grandeur which
she inherited under the rulerships of David and Solomon. Iut

noy this crucified Jesus cleimed to be i;he ligsaiah, ths
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Deliverer of‘ Israel from her bondage. 4 Hossiah humlliatingly
crucified at the hands of the Homans, Irom whose very bondage
this lisszish was to have deli*:erad israel, was nothing bub
hollow wocliery Tfor the Jdeow. IU Lis Chls roactlon to the death
of Jesus that Pelter attacks by telling the Jews that h:?.s‘ death
waa nre=ordained and pre-dotornined by qu.

The death of Je*ms is wmoentioned as a well=imown fsct 8till

frash in the memory of all, bui the offense to which it

nocoessarily gave rise is removed by the notiflcation thai

it waz willed axd pre~ordained by CGod, and had been forg-

told by the _)ro:anei:s.
Peter rominds me scandalized Jew thot hoe was "deliversd up by

he cdoterminate counsel and forelmowledge of Cod" (fets 2:23:

ef's fots 3:18; h:20)s The death of Ghris’i; came sbout solsly
because it hed bheen so willed oy Gode

Poter 'mows thet the Jews stumble at the of'fense of the
croas, S0 Mo pives them a throefold answer in his Pentscost

ermon as o the why and whorefore of the scandal of the cross.

Firat, his death, as alrcady mentioned, 'is brought about oy
fghe determinate counsel and foreinowledge of God." Secondly,
even though his death was pre-ordained by God, the Jows ware
the human agents of hils death. By crueifying Jesus, the Jows
were morally responsible for hils death. &nd f'inally, doath was
not the end of this Christ for God raised him from the dead and
thus vindicated the claim that Jesus was the promised lessilah

of Israol (Aebs 2:22-25) .43

U2reonler, ope Clbes.De 271
I'!'BRH.OI tharm, ODe gites PDe 28 f.

WO i

=win
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Thus Peter sses the scandal in the deatih of Jesus as
vewoved in tho resurrcotion of Jesus. <The power of death has
been overcome in the ilsssianic viclory over death in the resur-
vaction of Christ. In the Pentacost sermon Peoter announced
that God raised up Jesus and "loosed the pangs of death; be-
cause it was not possible that he should be holden of it"

(oda Sir Suvariv xgavetodu adcdv Sm' adcod hets 2:24).
Then e proceeds to quote David!s prophecy (Ps, 16:3-11) ro=
rarding the resurrection of the Messiah thenking God that iie
ralsed his Son fvom the dead and did not leave him in the

calu of the dead or permit his flesh to see corruption (5%1

Ik ed-;ura;lu;us:s R }lla'lzlf oV ECS d&'mr oaJ'a Sdoses tor
Saedy wow Edely Jtatf.,cﬂ-ogow)- David had recelvod this
prowise from God that from "the frult of his loins according
o ithe flesh".ﬁoé_would reise up Davidls heir, the Promised .
Hoszlah, from the dead. This has been fulfllled, Peter says,
in ths dsatn and subseauent resurrectlon of Jesus.

Throughout hils sermons Peterts chiel amphasis is on the
vital importance of the resurrection. The centrality of the
resurrscbion appears in Primitive preaching as the Tundamental
faoct, the Alpha andIOmega of Aposbolic announcement « o o
Iaracl cruclified Him, God exalted Hin to be King and Lord in
the kingdom of God, ©to Sa the Messieh,U So it 1s seon that the

regurrcetion of Jesus is the central fact in the Frimitive

; M!-Lechler, SOpe 9_5_-_!;_-; PDe 267 Le




39

Yerymma, "ihe apoatles preach the resurrsction of Jesus as
something new, laying stress on it as the most important fact,
an act of purely divi;'le agency s 45

Strange as 1t may seeny; at I'irst glance, we nowhesre £ind
& delfinite statement of the ascounsion of Jesus in Petoer's sers
mons. The Ascension is howover, implied throughout ond taken
Tor granted. Peter's ch.ie:f." emphaslis is upon ths fact of the
resurrection, G, T, Stokes gives an oxplenation as to why
Peter nay have omitted an expliclt réi‘erence to the ascension:

The ascension of the Lord is a topic wherson familiarity
lias worked ibts usual results; 1t has lost for most minds
the sharpness of 1ts outline and the profundity of its
teaching becuuse universally it is accepted by Christiang;
and yot no doctrine ralses deeper guestiona, or will yleld
wmoro profitable and fer-rsoching lessons. Mlrst, then,
wo nay note the place this doctrine holds in apnostolic
teaching. Taking the rocords of that teaching contained
in the Acts and the Hpistles,; we find that 1t occupies

a real subastantlal ‘position. The ascension ig there re-
ferrad to, hinted ai, taken as granbed, pre-supposed, bub
it Lz not obtruded nor dwely upon overmuches The resur-
voction of Christ was the great central point of apostolic
Yestinonys Uhe ascension of Christ was simply e portion
of that fundamental doctrine, and a natural deduction
frow ite If Christ hed been ralsed from the dead and had
thus become the Lfirstfrults of the grave, it rocuired

but little addlitional exercise of faith to bslicve that
Iie had passed Into the unseen ané immediate presence of
Deity where the perfacted soul I'inds its complete satis-
faction. In fact, the docirine of the resurrcciion anarst
Tfron the doctrine of the asconsion would have been & mi-
tilated Traguent, for the natural question would arise,
not for one age vut lor every age, If Jesus of Iazareth
has p»isen row the dead, where is He? Produce your risen
iastor, and we will belleve in liim, would be tho trium-
phant taunt to which Christlsns would be ever exnosed.
But then when we closely examine the bteaching ol the
apoatles, we shall find that the doctrine of the ascen-

U5ibides pe 272«
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sion wag just &s really bound up with all thelr preach=
ing and exhortations as the doctrine of the resurrection;
the whole Christian idea 25 conceived by them just as
necessarily involved the doctrine of the ascension as it
did that of the resurrectlon. 5t. Peter's conception of
Chrigtianity, for inatance, involved the ascension. ihe-
ther in his speech &t the election of Matithles, or in his
sormon on the day of Penbecost, or in his address in
Solomon's Porch efter the healing of the cripsled beggar,
his teaching ever presupposes &nd involves the ascension.
He takes the cdoctrine and the fact for granted, dJesus is
with him the Being "whom the heavens mus}, receive until
the tilmes of resbtoration of ell things."

In the Gogpels Jesus makes Trecuent refevences %o his im- -
pe_n:;’aing; death end resurrvection, Matihew has a clessic paasage
in which Josus gives definite notice that he would soon dis.
"From that time began Jesus to show unto his discinles, that
he mist Zo unto Jeruselen, and sufiecr many things of the elders
ahd chief priests and seribes, and be killed, and the third
dey be raised up" (Hatt. 16:21 f.). dJesus tells the diseiples
of' John that the bridegroom will be balten away (iHatt. 9:5).
Iind agaln, just as dJoneh was for three days and three nights
in the belly of a whals sc he would be thres days and nights
in the heart of' the earth (Hatt. 12:40). While Jesus and his
disciples were in Galilee he told them that "the Son of man
shall ‘ué delivered upn intc the hands of men; and they shall
kill him, and the third day he shall be raised up" (MHatt. 17:
22 £.). Thesze cxamples of Jesus! revelatlion of his coming
doath and subsequent resurrection could be multizlied. (Cf.

John 10211 fe3 15:17 o3 2:19; Luke 12:50; Matt. 23:34=39).

<

ll-éstokes, ope cit.; pPe 43 T,



|

hi
In his first o;)i-stla Petor showe clearly that the selva=-
tion of Igrael was achleved by virtue of the death and resur-
rection of Jesus. The Jows wers not rodeemed with perishable
things, such as silver and gold, but "with the precious blood

ol Christ, as ol

i

lamb without blemish and without scot.”
The eoning of this lewb, Christ, wos determined “and forsor-
dained" in eternity and now this liew Age, "these last times,"
has arpived as witnessed to Ly the shed blood of Christ (I Pet.
1:1.-20)¢ “he vlect of God have been chosen according to the
forelmowledge of the Fathier. HMarthermore, the elcet are sanc=
$ified by the Spirit "unto ovsdience and sprlinicling of the
blood of Jesus Christ® (I Pet. 1:2). Christ!s suffering for
us shoulé be an oxeample for all (I Pet, 2:21; 3:18=-22), To
"iod the Father of our Lord Jesuz Christ® is due praise and
blessing because he has given us again "a living hope by tho
resurrechtion of Josus Cnrist from the dead” (I Pet, 1:3; cof.
1:21: 3:18~22). 0 we can ses that also in Poter's epistle
the death and resurrection of Jesus is central in his keryrma.
Paul also gives overwhaluing attestation to the centrality
of the death of Christ in his preaching. He is determined not
o xmow anybhing among the Corinthians "gave J est.ls; Christ aud
him erucifisd.” Thus it was that in his preaching (keryrma)
he refused Lo beguile men with "man’s wisdom" but preachsd
"1 dsmonstration of the Spirit and of power™ (I Cor. 2:2-6).
in the locus elassicus of Paul's keryema, I Core 15, he
claboratiely outlines ; the imnortance of the resurrection of

Christ for Chrlstian certainty of faith. "I we have only
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hoped in Christ in this life, we are of all men most pitisble,™
but thanks to God, "we witnessed of God that he ralsed up
Cheist™ (I Cor. 15:1=19, Cf. Rom. 10:9; Gale 123 fo3 3:13;
I Cor., 1:23. ™o preach Christ crucified" II Cor. lili; Rome
Azl 3:34),

The author of Hobrews shows tho superiority of the llew
Covenant over egainst the 01ld Covenant of law and sacrifices
bocause of the shed blood of Chrisi and hls vesurrsction. Lis

blood was the seal of the New Covenant. "How the God of peace

who brouzht azain from the dead the great shevherd of the shesp

with the blood of an qternal covenant, sven our Lord Jessus"
(liche 13:20. ind agein, Jesus is the sourcé of our faith be=-
cause he endurod the crops and by alis resurrection he is exe-
alted at the throne of God. "Looking unto Jesus the author and
periccter of our faith, who for the joy that was set belore
him endured the cross, desplsing shame, and hath sat doun at
the right hand of the throne of God" (Heb, 12:2).

Thus we see that the Primitive Chmarelh hold the beliefl
in the death end rosurrection of Josus in common with the teache
ing of Jesus, the teaching of Paul, and the later church. In
the cross and open torb they saw thei God was in a wondrous

way working oub their salvation. U7 ‘

Jesus hos been Exalted at the Right Nand of tho Father

Peter toaches that since Jesus has vanguished death in

LiFiison, op, cit., ppe 173 L.
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his resurrsctlon from the dead nec has been exalted at the
right hand of CGod, and now exalbted at Godl's right hand, he has
becowe the iesaianic head (cornsrstone) of the NHew Israel.
This is the fourth prominont kerysmatic element of Petorts
missiocnary sermons in fcts.

rentecost Sermon

feba 2:33-36 Being therefore by the right Mand of God
exelied, and having recelved ol the Fathor the promise
o' the Holy Spirit, he hath poured forth this, which ye
soe and hear. Mop David asconded not into the heavens:
tut o salth himself, Tho Lord ssid unto my Loxd, 3it
thou on my right hand, Till I moke thine enemies the
footstool of thy feet. Lot all the house of Isruzsl
thercfore know agsuredly, that God hath mode him both
Lord and Christ, thls dosus whon ye crucifiied.

sermon in the Porch of Solomon

Lebs 3:13 The God of Abreham, and of Issac, and of
Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorificd his Ser=
vant Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied before
the face of Pilate, whon Il had deternined %o relzase
him,

sernon Defore the Counsel

Lots 11210-12 e it ¥mown unbo you all, and o all ths
people of Isracl, that in the namse of Jessus Christ of
lazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from Gthe
doud, even In him cdoth this nian stand here belore you
wnole. Ile is the stone which was set at nought of

you the builders, which was made the head oi' the cor-
ner. 4&nd in none other is there salvation: rfor neie-
ther is there any other name uvader heaven, that is given
among men, wherein we nust be saved.

Sexmon to Cormelius

Acte 10:L0=il Iiim God raised up the third day, and gave
im to be made manifecat, not to all the people, bui unto
witnesses thet were chosen bofore of' God, even to us,

wito ate and drank with him alter he rose from the deade

is fact of the exeltation of Jesus oceurs in each of

the four sermons under consideoration. Thus it holds an impor-
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hhy
tant plece in his kerypma. Yo the gathered throng on 'Pen'te-
cost Peter stabes that sinco decth has not teon able to hola
Jesus in its grasn he has been cxrlted at God's right hand
(zi Je'ﬂ.;&' odv vrop Jeod V‘;lla-'aﬁ'litls Aets 2:33). This

has come about just as David prophesied in Ps, 110:1., The

or

=

of 2ll creation had told David!s Lord (Christ) that he
would sit upon his right hand and subdue all his enomies

- [4 4 ¢ ) </
(elnrev kvgros 7 K2glw cLov widMow Ex &g’.avmu, Ews Xy

e a Sov
,-ﬂ#; ru‘:s e x/geolfs Goy wron'o'hov rwy moédy iicta 2:35). God has,

. =y Sc/

indeod, glorified his Son Josus ( 240 Eaoev zov muidd adrod
fLets 3:13). Ho whom the Jews rejected as lossiah by condemw
ning hin as & deceiver, God has made the Thead of the corner"

L)

Acts L2ll). Peter makes it clear that Jesus has vindicated
his Meassliahshis by virtue of his resurrection and hils subse=-
gquent pglorificatlon and exaltation at the r»ight hand of Ced.

It is o be noted that the exaltation was consuumiated nobt

by the power irherent in Jesus himself, God has made him both

Lord end Chrlst (lLcts 2:36). "The God of Abraham, and of Isaac,

and of .'iacoh:, the God of our fathers,; hoth glorified his Ser=
vant Jesus® (lcte 3:13).. Thus the Father, in bringing alboub
the resurrection and exaliation of Christ, gives notice that
this Jesus is tho Christ. Thus the dignity of Jesus as the
ilggsian is proven.

The exeltation takes place at the right hand of God.

What is the slgnificance of the phrase Tright hand of God?"

He Hackett maltes this statement:

i o fa R T

B S R R W




L5
In the lew Tentainentllﬂ, when Christ is represented as
sitting at the right hand of Divine Majesty (Heb. 1:13),
or at the right hend of God (Acts 2:33 and Heb. 10:12),
or at the right hand of tho throne of God (lHsb., 12:2),
parcicivation in supreme dominion 1s most elearly meant. 49
Thus Jesus as the oxalted Messiah has the power of dealing with

the children of the Wow Age since he has "supreme dominion" over

In the Pentvecost sermon Peter had quoted the prophecy of
David winilch forectold that his groater secd (Jesus) would, indeed,
diec, éut dying his body would notv be left In Hades, neither
would nis [lesh deeay, but God would raise him from the dead.
Jesuvs, thon, had arisen; but how would Petor ezplain the fact
that Josus was no longer bodily nresont? He shows tho Jews
that his resurrection was the logical step in his progression
to exaltation at his Father's "right hand." He shows this by
again quoting from a psalm of David (Ps. 110).50 "o Lopd
aaid unto my Lord, Sit thou on wmy »ight hand, Till I make thine
enemles the footstool of thy feet” '(Acts-2=3ll-35)- Jesus, in

rising from death, was not abandoned in Hades but was oxalted

L8cr, I Pet. 3:22; Rom. 3:3l3 Mark 16:19; Phil, 2:6=11;
LEphe 1320-23. :

h—gliacke‘bt, OD. g-_-;b_-: Pe 52-

50Rackham, ope clt., De 30: "The rosurrection was only
the fivrst step: ~for as God with a mighty hand had brought the
children of Israel through the led Sea and 'exzalted them out
of Egypt! (XIII 17), so with the sawe right hand or elmighty
nower had he now exalted Jesus o hLieaven. Raclcham, ibid, also
maintains thet Peter in quobing Ps. 110 is inferring The ascen=
sion, although 1% isn't explicitly monticned. It is a logloel
part of the oxaltation, ;
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in glory to the right hand of the Father., Since Jesus has been
exalted ot Uod's right hond ‘it also follows that he 1z "both

Lord and Cheist" and should bs recognized as such by Israsl,

[

Reckham svms up this fact:

From this it avpears that the Meszlah is slso Lord, The
exalbation into heaven and the anointing with the spirit
would of themselves have demonstrated his lordshin or
sovereignty over the human race (x. 36), and the house of
Israel, the peeuliar household or famlly of God, may
Tearlecasly recosnize this ecrucified Jesus not only ac the
Chrlgt but as thodr Lond and liastor..

= -

Similerly, in his address vefors the Sannedrin Pater main-

teins that the lome man was not healed by any power inhepent in

she name of the srucified Christ of Hazareths This crucified
Christ, rejected by thoe Jews is now “the head of the corner"
(Ps. 118): he is the exalted Mossiah. Rackham gives a compre-

wensive and sipnificant commentary upon Peter's use of Pa.

put

118, (fLcts :20=-12). David's prophecy has found a full con=
pletlion Iin Jesus as the exalted Christs

God raised him from the dead, and by that proved him to
Te the Stone - both (o) foundation-stone and (b) corner-
stone = ol God's temple. The Jows were familiar with
the idea of Israel as 'the houge of God'; they called
themselves 'the Temple of the Lord,! The rulers of their
polity would bo Fhe builders; but the chief stone was
the lMesslah or Christ, 'Ihe stone had been laid (a) for
a foundation in Zion by God, but the rulers had set it
at neurht, and cast it out.'! God however had 1ifted it
up I'rom rubbish heep where it haed been cast, thset is
from the grave, and mads it (b) the head of tho corner.
Mis cormor is tho critieal part of tho bullding =
structurally, because here the side walls nmcet; and (2)
in warfare, bacause it is the vantage point of defense,

51Racm, 9:2.,&_&.. Pe 30.
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end hero the battlements often »ise into a tower. Strength
then should be the wmark of the corner, wnd this ls typified
most of all in the head of the comer; or the sionc or
tower witich crowns the battlements. UWe can understend

hen the metaphorical use of 'corner! fovr 'orinee! in the
0.7, and nouw Jesus is mede head of the cormer (1) as the
rfoundation-stone hls Messilahship had been lying hid in
Godls {orelmouledge, bub now it had been made menifest to
the world; it was raised from the lowest leyer to the top,.
(2) L8 cornor-shone he binds the twe walls of Jews and
Gentiles into the one bulildinz of the Christian chmurch.
(3) L8 corner tower or babtllemsnt he is o defense, and
this bullding is the house of salvation., This is evident
from Pee CAVIII vhich 3%. Pater is aquoting, where the pro-
ceding words declare that 'the Lomxi became my sglvabiocn.!

Tl

This interprotatlion of the ovsalm is sanctioned by the Lord'ls

own use of i%e In this corner-stone, then, is true safoty
or tho salvation to be found; and the variety of terus
employed in this vessage shows its completoness - to make
sbrong and give perfect wholenesgs, save and malke healthy,
cure, heal,>@
The winole purnose of Potor's defense is to show that this hesle-
ing has been done solely in the namo of the crucified and exal-
ted Christ.

Summing up thon Peotert's teaching ol the exaltatlion of Je=
sus, he shows that God haz given him the divine stamp of ep-
provel aas the Hesslah. Passing, by virtue of the resurraction,
Yo the right hand of God he has come to partake of his full
vouwer in the Hessianic kingdom, Let Israel then falithfully ac=
cept the crucified Jesus as Lord and Christ; the fulifilwent of
the Messianic hope, as_ he wio has been promised to Israel as

o
nor salvation and healing.23

 Jesus speaks of his exaltation as a means by which he will

saﬂackm, OD. Cit.' DD« 58 r.

- 5307, Woissy ope clf., vpe 179 L.
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continue his activity among men af’.-.n:v his death. Jesus reminds
the disciples that his death didn't mean the end of his commun~
lon with them, bul 1t was rather the sign that he a2z the asecended
and exalted Lord would intensify his activity among them. He
shows thias by saying hils death is not a real separation but ra-
ther a rcal vietory (of. John 12:31; 13:31 f£.3 1}:30; 16:11;
17:hs Tadte 22:53). This victory over death was the token %thet
he, as ths oxalted one, would continue %o rule. This rule will
be mediated by the Comfortsr, {(cf. John 16:7) waile he duclls
in exaltation with the Fabthor. "Lot not your neart be troubled:
ve bolievs in God, believe also in me. In my Father's houge
are many mansions: il it wero not so, I would have told you.
I z0 to prepare £ place for you" (Jomn 1:2; c¢f. also John 103
15-17; '12:20-23-,).
; Also in ls eplstles, Feber mentions the kerysmatic fact
ol Ghrisi:'sl exaltotion. Among tho most explicit passages 1s
I Pet. 3:22. Here Peter states that Jesus is (1) gone to hea=
" ven and (2) is at ths »ight hand of God; (3) He has subjected
all things under him,

Paul also gives added attestation to the fact of the oxal=-
tation of Chrlst. Just es Poter had quoted Ps. 110:1 in his
Pentecosbal sermor, so Poul also says of Christ that "he must
reign, till he hath put 211 cmemies undor his feet" (I Cor. 15:
25)s The nurpose and ond of the de.‘ith, resurrection, and revive

ification of Jasus was that he night be attested as the Lord,

the Christ and lissslah, of the dead and the living (Rom. 1L:9).
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Paul szdés e nobte Yo hils kerygma, in commection with the exal-
tation, not found in Peter!s sermong in Acts, namely that Jew-
sus et the right hand of God maltes intercession for uws, "It
is Christ that died, yea rathor, that is rigen agalin, who 1s

o »ight hand of God, who maloth intercession for us®

The book of ilobrows is excecdingly rich in direet rofer-
ences to the esxaltation. It alsc abounds in numerous alluslons
to that fact. Since Jesus, the Christ has instlituted the new
gternal covenant, sealing it wlth his oum LDlood, he imn enterod
into hils glory at the right hand of God., His e.:al‘i.atl:m atteats
that alaso our redemption has been secured with him in the new
covonant, "ihen he had by himself purged our sins, he szat down
on the right hand of the Majesty om high (Heb., 1:3), end again,
"aut thiz man, after o hed offersd one sacrifice for sins for-
ever, cat down on the wight hend of God" (Hob. 10:12). Just as

1 had stated (Rom. G23l) that Christ intercedes for us in his
exalied sbtute, just so Hobrews says that he entered "into hea-
voni 1tself, now %0 appear in the presence of God for us” (Hob.

G:2l)e Thnoce oxamples of the excltation of Jesus in the boc.)k

of Hebrsws could be ?«.ultlpla.ed. (Cf. Heb. 93123 12:2; 1'13).
The Holy Spirit is the Sipgn of Carist's Present FPower and Glory

The fifth keryemetic element .:.n Paterls 'araac-zing is the
announcement that the Spirit has en’r.erati into the hearts o:[' NeNle
Christ, in his exaltatlon at the right hand of the Father, has

not left himself without witness among men. e sends.the Holy
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Spirit upon the church. The reality of the Spirit dwslling
in the hweartas of men serves as & sign of Christls present
power ond glory while sitting at the rigut hend of the Father.

The whwole Pentecost sermon ia o defense of Poter in ex-
nlanation ol the strange phenomena of ths descent of the Spi-
rit and the speaking with tongues. £11 of thue kerysmatic
slemenis are presented to siiow the people that the sending
of the Spirit is also of God., The definite rsference %o bthe
Soirit in the Pentecost sermon Tollows:

Pentecost Serion

Acts 2:1=-21 DBub Peter, standing up with the eleven,
1ifted up his voiece, and spske forth unto thom, saying,
Ye men of Judeea, and all ye that dwell et Jorusalemn,

be thig Immown unto you, and give ear unto my words.

For these are not drunken, &8 ye suppose; seeing it is
but the third hour of the days but this is that which
hath boen spoken through the vrophet Joel: And it shall
be in the last days, salth God, I will pour forth of uy
Spirit upcn all flesh: 4And your sons and your daughiers
shell prophesy, &And your younz men shall see visionsg,
And your old men shall dream dreams: Yea and on my ser=
vanta and on my handmaidems in those days Will I nour
forth of wy Spirit; end they shall prophesy. &fnd I will
show wonders in the heaven ebove, And aigns on the earth
beneath; Blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke: The sun
hall be turned into darkness, fLind the moon into blood,
Before the day of the Lord come,; That great and notable
dayes Jnd it shall be, that whosoever shall call on the
name of the Lord shall be saved. f

hets 2:33 Being therefore by the right hand of God ex-

alted, and having received of the Father the promise of

the Holy Spirit, he hath poured forth this, which yo see

and hoeare.

Tne Pentecost miracle 1z pert of the mission of Jesuss
another manifestation that he was, indeced, the Hessiah. This
sending of the Spirit had also been promised by the Father.

"Being therefors by the right hand of God oxalited, and having
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recolved of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, (&7-

o e VI etk

drr&)."dv 708 wyeduares nd ;,c'w AAdy he hath poured forth this,
which ye see and hear® (Acts 2:33). This strange mirsele is,
then, ln Mllilment of a promise. Vhat the Jews aro seeing
‘and hearing is a manifestation of this promised Spirit. Ths
$ilt of tongues 1ls a miracle, but it is slso a spiritual gifs,
the gift of ths indwelling Spirit in the hearts of men. Tag-
¥er oxplains the Pentecost miracle as:
¢ o o & miracle of hearing and a niracls of speech.
The significance of tho gift, thus interpreted, iIs that
1t demonstrates the unifying sower of the Spirlt of
Christ, ond the catholicity of the Caristian churcii, .
The punishmont for man's pride in orccting the tower of
Sobel consglistod in the confusing of his speech end the
»ize ol those numerous langueses which have had such a
disinteprating effeet upon numan life. This punishment
iz, on ths viow of the writer of the fcts, reversed at
Yontecost by the "common" language of the Holy Spirit.ﬂl-
Heforo hls ascension Jesus hed commanded his disciples
to walt in Jorusalen until the Spirit should descend upon them.
The ascension left the church berelt of the presence of her

Masbtor. Bub in her neivete55 she failed to realize the full

5""11331:92‘3 Ops Ci'bo, Pe T3e

Ebstolzes, Ope cit., makes the point that also secular
history bore witness to the tremendous growth of the church
arter the asceonsion, cf. pp. 129 . "Soculaer history tells
us, as well as the sacred narrative, that Christianity rose
agein from what seomed its grave at the very spoi where, and
at the very moment, when the crucifixlon had epparently oxtine
guishod it forever. The evidence of the historlian Tacitus
is conclusive upon this point . . « His testimony, written atb
a perlod when, as some maingain, neither the lLcts of the Apos=-
tles nor the Gospels of the New Testament were in existence,
exactly tallies with the account gilven by our sacrod books.
in nis Annals, book xv.s chap. ili, he writes concerning Chrigt-
janity: "Christus, from whom the named Christian has its



52

neaning oi Christ's ascension, Yhe ascension was the sign
that the Spirit would descend and tue church would receilve
the full moasure of the blessings of the New fge. "The de-
parture of Christ into the true Holy of Holies opsned the
channel ol commnication between the eternal Father and the
walting chureh,"36

e ¢« o N0t only was the ascension a naburel and fitting

tormination to the activities of the eternal Scn man-

ifest in the flesh, it was a necessary completion and

Tinish. "It is expedient," sald Christ Himself, "that

i po eways for 1f I go not eway the Comiorter will not

cone Lo you." For some reason secret from us, but hid-
den in the awful depths of that Being who is tho begine

-

ning and the ond, the cource end condition of all crea-

Yed oxisieonce, Tthe return of Christ to the bosom of the

Fathor was absolutely nccessary before ths outpouring of

the Uivine Spirlt of Life and Lowe could take place.
Yeter roprasents the ascension as a real and actual passing
oi’ the rligen Chrlst out of the realm of the seen and natural
into tho realm of the unsesn and supsrnatural. Herse at his
Father!s ripght hand, as the exalted Messlah, he has secured
{for us access o the Father. This access has beon made a re=
ality with the oubtpouring of the Holy Ghost,.

Peter had shoun that .Jesus had himsell predicted the

origin, sufforcd the exireme penalty during the relign of Ti-

verius at the hends of one of our procurators, Fontius PFllate,

and a nost mischievous superstition, thus checked for tho mo=-
ment, again broke out in Judaca.” So we see that pagan his-
tory montions that Christienity had been stamped out, and
thon suddenly came to the fore agaln. low can this bo ox=
plained? The oubpouring of the Spirit is an only plausible
answers

561bid., pe 128.
57IbiGes Pe 49
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descent of the Spi_.ri‘t upon hie church. So as to further

strongthen his argument to the Jews in explalning thaet the
: disciples were not drunken but had the gift of ths Salrit,
he shows that thls incident hacd been promised by the 0ld Tes-
i:a:aen%s prophets. This is documented from Joel 2:28<32 (Acts
2:17-21). Joel prophesiod that in the last days the Spinit
would be poured upon all flesh and they would prophesys sons,
daughitors, young men, old men, servents and handmeidens. In
short, the Spirlt would descond on all manikind {2k lz:’ Ao rod
rve e ards wov Bml micav TAGAR, At wgoyPnTeY covecy Lets 2317).

oy, in his book which analyzes the use of Old Yestament

quotations by the z-rz*li:e;'s of _the How Teostament, shows that
Poteor maintained the Pentecost miracle as God!s way of show-
ing that tho Wew Age was in process. Israel had been saved,
and was beiny caved ag witnessed Lo by the Spirit in their
midss. This was not, howevery a victory over Israella ;poli.i:w
ical cnemies, but a victory in the spirituval sphere. The ex-
alted Messiah had graclously internosed in history by sending
the Spirit and enlightening the spiritusl lives of the peonle
throuzh this sawe Spirit. TPeter shows that Joel had already
nrophesied this evez;.t. Joel saw it as a salvation from na-
tional ruin; Israsl as a whole will come to ¥know God and thus ;
find her salvation in him, Petsr declared that this prophecy
of Jool has been fulfilled by the diffusion of the Spizit up-
on all flesh.55

SBTO'S" OPp. clt.; Do 95.
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Peter, iun quoting Joel, seys that they were witnessing
the "last days."” Iis Jewish audionce naturally couid not
vnderstand why or how this cschatological event for winlch
thoy as a nation hed waited for so long took place under these
unusual circwus"caz;cea. it was inconcelvable that the low Age,

the "last days,” should dawm with such monifestations as

i

gpecking with tonguos and cloven tonzues of fire. Thersiore

shey expleined this Pontecost miracle in a simple way by say=
ing that the diagiples were dr'-.:n‘s-:en._ In the socond part of

his Pentocostal address Peter shows the Jews that theoae wers,
“indeed, the "last days,” ané Israells yearning for a realiza-
tion of thoso eschabtological times was actually being fulfillcd
Lefore thelr very eyes.

In tho second part of the spoech an answer ia glven to
the guestion why {.:r?s uacmtalouical phenomenon, %this
p‘wnn sonon of the "last days," took place at this par=
ticular momont in hi story, and tho answor g.-.wn is that
the Splrit is the [,3.1"2'. of Jcsua of Hasarcth, who in
spite of the signs and uo'xdera that ile had wrought by —
(.od'a nower wien on earth had novertheless Leon destroyed,
7 the dovw 18y but who had been ralsed up by God on the
uhim day, it beling imposaible that he shoulkd be held
by the bonds of death. The resurrection, of which this
,,LL of the Spirit was the geguol, is all part of' the
ceterminate counsel of God as set forth in the Davidic
pesalin, which says, "Thou shult not leave my uoul in
Hades, nor suffer my holy one to see comption The
words could not refer to David himsell for ne did see
corruptlon, but point forward to the coming-of Him, who
though the Son of David, was also Son of God. It was
His Spirit which had been poured out upon His followers.>?

What then is theo meaning of the Pentecost miracle? What

59&'&81:01'. ODa 22-_1?_0' Pe 7’4--
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offcct dld this oubpouring of the Spirit moan for the fubture
of the church? Whot new change would come upon the church?
vWinet new change would come upon the church now that the Spip-
1% was dwelling in her midst? To quote Haclkham:

The change lies In the reolation of the Holy Spirit to
the humen spirit. This rolation was made quite new.

Previously the Holy Spirit had acted on men {rom without,

like an extermal force; as che prophot Ezeltiel describes
it, 'the hand of the Lord was uvpon me.' But now the Ho-
ly Spirit acts from withine He is in wman {John xiv 17).
Defore Pentoecost his manifegtatlions had becn transient
and execepvlonal: now his presence in man's heart is an
'abiding! one and resular. This change hed bscone pos—
sible because the Holy Spirit iz 'the spirit ol Jesus.!
It was the union of the divine and hwaan natures in the
pergon of desus Christ whilch {irst made it possible for
the divine 3pirit to dwell in a human personelity. When

the Word was made flosh, the Holy CGhost Lecame the Spirit

of consurmeted humanity, and thwough the channel of that

.;gs_?gm,, he could be poured out upon the brethl"-en of Jo=-

Josug elways gpoke of the church in comncction wiith the
senéing of the Bpirit. The Spirit 1s nover thouzht of apart
from the Hkiclesia.0r This Ekklesis is spoken oif as a fubure
fact which will come about ai‘tér the death and resurrection
(Jonm 10:3 fe3 18, 17). Jesus tella the Jews that by cruecl-
fving him thoy are deatroying thelr owm temple and cormmmnity.
In its place ho will found a now temple and cormmmiby embrace
ing 81l people, Jow and Gontlle alike (Matt. 21:i2-l133 John
103163 12:20; Mabtte 13:33; 20:19), It is into this new com-
wunity that the Bxalted Christ will send the Spirit.

60Rg clthan, ope cite, PPe 1 £,

61Jesus uged tho term Hidilesia only in two instances,
cfe Hatts 16313; 15217
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Jesus promised the Spleit in John 15 and 16. The Spirit
is described thiere as the Comforter: "Bub when the Comforter
is come,; whom I will send untc you from the Fathor, evon the
Splrit of trubh, which proceedetly from the Father, e shall
bear witness of me" (John 15:263 of. fctes 1:lys Tuke 11:13).
Tho Spirit will descend not upon mankind generally bub
will work his effect on the world through tie disciples {John
7:31=39; 15:26)e The 3Spirit will be lmown as: 1) the Parae
clote, or Comforter (John 1l4:16); 2) the Spirit of Trauth
(John 1h:17; 16:13), and, 3) the Téachins Spirit (John 1i:26).
Tihas we seec that the »romige of the Spirit has a wvital
place in Jesus! teaching. Joesus and the Prinitive Church
tavght almilarly regardlng the sending of the Spirit end the
of'fect this nresence would havo 1.1;_1011 tho church and her lifsc,
Filson also makes this position clear:
Hevertheless, this elcar conviction of Jesus, and the
Lfipst Christlans that God had beoen ective in tho past,
and that a recogsd of his vevelation had been prescrved,
was strictly subordinate to the inspiring consciousness
that God was pursosefully acctive in the nresont. They
gensed a I'resh working of God both in porsonal sxpore
ience and in wider conbtemporary life, God was working
in nistory as he had never done, providing spiritua
opportunitvies and rssources never uefors available,
A fact to be noted, however, 1ls that Jesus! toaching re-
garding the Splrit was not in as great evidence as it is in
tho primitive preaching. Jesus! main emphesis was with the

preaching of the Kingdom, oy Basileia. When the Early Church

62}."3.:!.a=:c>n, Ope Cibes PPe 93 Lo cf'e 8ls0 Do 193,
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was parted from her ascended Haster it was natural that the
Church would lay a greater stress upon the Spirit. Jesus had
also promised thet this Spirit would be theirs as soon &s he
was parted from theon.

The Farly Church made more of the gift of the Spirit.

The fewmoss of the reforences to the Spirit in the Sy=-

noptics is a testimony to their eszential faithful pre-

servation of the Gospel tradition. Jesus centered at-
tention upon the Kingdom. I[le led the movement person=
ally. Occasionally he spoke of the Spirit as the guld-
ing presence and power behind his work. But when he was
gone, it was nabtural and inovitable that the Church
should Teol thrown wack upon the Spirit for rssources
and guldancee.

In the Petrine Epistles the work of the S»nirit is also
takzon into conslideration., %Those who have been elected by
God's Forelmowledge have boen elocted because of the "sprink-
ling of the blood of Jesus Christ” and "through the sancti-
fication of the Spirit" (I Pot. 1l:2). The Gosvel has been
rovealed through nreaching and "with the Holy Ghost sent down
fron heaven" (I Pet. 1:12). Theresfore, as every man receives
the gift of the Splrit he will minister thet Spirit to his
fellowmen es a "good steward of the manifold grace of God"

(I Pet. l{.:l())-

The whole book of AetsOl in general may well be thought

631bid., pp. 180 T,

64poad, op. gites De 59¢ "Tho primitive Church, while
1% enjoyed the fellowship of the Holy Spirit (somewhat na=
ively conceived) as ovidence of the dawn of the Hew Age, did
not reflect upon it, lHor éid it embody any clear doctrine
of the fellowship in its preaching. Such doctrine firat ap-
pears In the epistles of Paul,”
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of as a revolation ol &ha'Spirit; it is a witness to the vé-
racity ol t%e.fuct_phnt tho Spirit had been sent on Pentee-
cost, and hed been erfectivelg_preéent in the life of &the
Early Church and in the missionarwfwork of Paul (cfe fLctss B:
323 5:153 10:h5; 19:2 T.).

In Paul's epistles the doctrine of the Holy Spirit finds
e prominont nlace. The Spirit is elways shown as manifesting
itaelf in the lives of the Christians. The Christian is uni-
ted to the Father God in a vertical relationship because of
his being in Christ. This relationsnip is his because of
thie medieting work of the Snirit. And agein the Christian
is bound o his fellowman in a horizontal relationshin, or
Kotvwyile with both God end his follows because of the
worlkt of Christ mediated through the Splrit.

in Zphesiansg, Paul gives us a clesslc statement az'to
the function of tho Spirit in the work of salvation. "iIn
whou ye.also, having heard The word of' the truth, the gospel
of your salvation, -- in whom, having also bsliewved, ye uere

gealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, which is an esrnest

of our inheritance unto the redemption of God!'s own possession
unto the praise of his glory" (Eph. 1:13-1l; of. also II Cor.
1:22; 5:5; Gal. 3:2=5),

If we have the Spirit within we will be in fellowship
with Christ and our fellow redeemed. raul hore is beginning
to construcet a theology of the doctrinc of the Spirits In
the Primitive Church there secms to have been only little re-

Tflection on the significance of' tho Spirit. Paul, however,
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bogina to drew iuplications and sets down the fact that o
have the Spirit means 2 change of the whole life of the man,
The Christian has hls hope {Rom, 5:3) in i;ia faithful
- God who has called him into fellowship ( Aoe rarvéia 165 uitn

his Sony, Jesus Christ (I Cor. 1293 II Cor. 3:17). The Christe

i~

- - > - : ol
lans ave in Christ (ev Xgu‘rt‘u ), members of one vody. "So

W8, Wio sre nany, are one body In Carlist, and severally mome

. s = 1 ] Lo 4 2 2 -
bers one of anciier” (Ev Gaed E6eV &Y Zq: FTe

Rom. 12:53 eof, also Rom. 12:1=8). It is the work of the Ho-

-

o Spirdt to estublish this Tellowship (ef. Rom, 5:93 3:11;

I Cors 3:163 12:28; II Core 6816 f.3 Gal. 4265 6:15-163 Eph.

=1

33173 L2:0el3; cf. also I Cor. 12-1l; for a crltical analysis
of thie gifts of the Spirit).

‘.;.'hus i1t is clearly scon that the preaching of the Holy
Ghost nad e vital part in the Teaching of Jesus, the Primi-
tive Church, and The Apostle Pauls Herkloiz also makes thi
voint: Ve quote nlm by way of summary:

The exnltetion of Jesus hag been followed by an outpour-
iIng of bho Holy Spirit. The ides of the HOLY SpPirit Was
oL news Luke records that Jesus preached his f'irvsh
sermon in the synagogue at Hazmareth from the text in
Isaleh:  "The Spirit of the ILord is upon me” (ILuke L.:18).
The word "Spirit" means literally breath or wind; it
thus conveys the cense both of 1life and of invisible
power constantly at work. The Christian missionarlies
belioved thet the Spirit had inspirsd the nrophets, tub
they wore also convinced that they Uhemselves had exper-
ienced a new and abiding maniflegtation oi' the Spirld,

651’9.1:.1 aluays sess the Holy Ghost as operative through
followship. This is a developmont of tho 0.T. OCOFf. Is. i
=53 Ezoke 37:12-1l; Mal. 3316-173; L:1-2; Dan. 7:13-1lL; 7
22"2?. . .
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who was the veyy Spirlt of Jesus. He had promised that
o 2apscleto = ono called o o man's side to help him -
would take his place after his physical }:resence was
withdrewn from his followers {sce John 1lli-16), and that
sromige had been fulfilled.  The work of the IHoly Spirit
:'.f'z the Church was the evidence ol Charist's power and
glory.”

The Lxalted Christ will Retuwrn fgein in His "Parousia® as

. The dudge of Quiclt and Dead

The sixth element in Poterls kerygne iz the eschatologi-

cal hops of the primitive Church that the lleaslanic fge will

find a speedy consunmabion in the return of Christ in his "Se-
econd Advent.” The new Messianic Age haes arrived with the ap-
wearance ol icsus, the Messlali. Tho truth and effectiveness

of ... losslenic migsion was chouyn in his miracles and teach-
ingy God wes decisively working anew aniong his people in Christ.

1.
=4

& doath had shown that thoe Gld Covenant was destroyed and the

1=

llew Agnc had been brought in, His resurrcction and following
exaltetlion at the right hand of the Father preceded the outpour-
ing ol the Sa;:iri..t upon all fiesh., This was just as the prophets
hod declarsd years before and God had pre-dotermined in oternity.
How the young church wes eagerly awaiting the promised returnST
of the BExelted Christ to save his pecple and to execube wrath

and judgnent upon those who nad not identiiied themselves with

661iarklote, ope Cibes Pe 665 cf. Dodd, oD, Elt., PPe 57 Lo

6Thocknem, ove eilte, De 53« Yo o « the apostle has alrea-
ay learnt to alsTInguish botwoen a present roalization and a
finel and glorious establishment of the kingdom.
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tho liegsiah and the Hew ifge.

Petor statos his beliel in the rebturn of the Lord in his
sermons &g follous:

Pentocost Sermon

Lets 2:20 The sun shall ke turned into dapimess, And
thie moon into blood, Before ithe day of the Lord come,
That great and notable day..

sermon in the Porch of Solomon

Lets 3:19-21 Repent ye thervsfore, and turn again, that
vour sins mey be blotted oub, that so thero may come sea=-
sons of rofreshing Irom the presence of the Lord; and
that he may send the Christ who hath been apvointed fox-
you, aven Josus: whom the heaven must receive until the
Gimes of rostoratlon of all things, whnoreol Uod spake

Ly the mouth of his holy preophets that have been from

ol 0old.

sermon to Cornelius

Acts 10:2 £And ho charged us o proach unto the peopls,

and to testily that this is Lo who-is ordained of God to

be the Judge of the living and tho deead,

It can be pveadily secen that Peter saw the "Parousia™ or
Socond Coming in a logleal conbext with the rest of the kerymma.
It iz another salicnt factor In the Hesslanic aect of bringing
the liew ige to pass. This was begun already in the earthl
ministry of Jssus o be completed with his woeturn.

The whole was conceilved as a continuous, divinely dirscted

process, in unichh past, presont, and fubture alike had es-

chatological signifiicanco. In the recent past lay the
ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ; the ox-
perience of the present abtested His power in the Church

through the Splrit; the near fulure wou%g bring the Tinal
revelation of the meaning of the whole.

66]}0&&, é_E. 2?;‘[_;..’ De 36,
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A foet to be noticed, however, is that the "Parousie® 1s
not preached as often and prominently by Peter as may bo sup-
posede This holde true to the whole first half of Actz goncr-
ally. Yhersfore its inclusion in the essential kerypma has
been cs.*‘.‘-.'i;lc:’_.zed by T F. Glasson. He makes a strong case for
not including the "Parousia’ as an eszentiel element in the
Primitive koyymma:

Zhe evidence of these apostolic speeches is in striking
contrast Lo the popular view thet the carly Church from
the day of Pentocost onwards was possessed LY an OVer=
rowerling conviction thet the return of Chelst to judge
the world was Irminent. Whether this was so is not our

fnmmodiate coucsrny the peint at issue is rother the quesw~
tlon, Vas this an unvarying and essential part of ths
Chirlstlian moesage? These Iive speoches have one rofer-
onice between them o Chyist as Judge, one furthor »sicr-
ence o hisg return, and it ig lLupossible Lo meintain that
the note of imminancg is at all prowminent, il indeed it
Lo present auywhere.©9 :
This may be enswcred by siating that the Second Advent
18, indeed, prominent enough to warrant ites inclusion. The
whole second hall of the Jool prophecy has an sschatological
sebting. Consider the cabteclysm in the heavenly bodies,
"he aun shall Le turned into derkness, end the meon into blood,
wefore the day of the Lord coms, that great end notable day"
(Lcte 2:20). What can this refer tc but the return of the Lord
on the lest day in Judgment? In verse 21, Peter continues,
"ind it shall be, that whosoever shall call on the name of the
- ¥y 3 w e, 2 a T 1 » 6. i:.- i- o,
Lord shall be saved. This cau only be a delinlte reisrence

to the "Parousia." A4gain, in Solomon's Porch Peter emjoins the

6.9(}13.350!1. O cj-t.. PO 131 I's
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veople to revent that they uay Le in preparsdness for the
"seasons of refreshing” %o come and "the times of restoration
of all things" (icts 3:19-21). 4nd again before Cornelius,
Peter confesses that Chriszt was "ordained of God $o he the
Judge of tho living and the dead” (Aects 10:42), This should
n

indicabe that the "Parousia' does play a suifficlontly promin-

ent nlace In these germons Lo warrant its inclusion es an es«

sential part of Zster's kervmua. That each eloment must occur

in cach zeormon to nake it a prine faetof PESUs upon an apybie
trary nremise.
The eschatologlical note is very much in prominence in

the Pentoecost sermon,; especially in Peter!s use of doells proe-
pheey reparding the ou.tpnuring-; of the Spirit. It is Peter's
purnose to show tne people that the Heasianic ingdon is manie
fested in two ways. First, it is a dispensation of merey as
shown oy the outpouring of the Spirit, Secondly, it will dis=-

ensze judgment end punisiment vwpon those who spurn or rojoct
P J ¥

[

wim in whose name the Spirit is sent. The sending of the Spirit
ig "a savor of life wnbo life" to those who belisve the Cospel;
but to those who roject the 3pirit, it is "a savor of death un-
to death® (II Cor. 2:16). Thoze who spurn the work of the ine-
wolling Spirlt must expect judpgment on the "great and notable

doy of the Lord"ecgar Rugcow n}r.uva'olw grtﬁn?:‘-.cts 2:20).70

TOmpckett, ope cite, Pe 48. MThe e}:pras.?..ion the day of the
Lord, in Ve 20: acoording L0 & vory coumon use in the Hebrow

prophota, denotes a day when God comes to wmalke known his power

in tho punizshument of his enemies = a day of the signal c’isplag
of his vengoonce for the rejection of long-continued morcies.
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Taus elroady on lentecost we find the Primitive Church exprese
aing faith in the "Parousia." Peter reminds the gathered throng
thet Jesus, who was 80. graciously sending the Splrit as his
mediator among men, was also the "Judge of gquick and dead.”
-With the pouring out of the dpirit the prophiecy of dosl
Immediately counnscted the coning of the day of Jehowvah,
le€ey 0Ff the great Hessianic day of judgment, enid dread-
ful signs in heaven (Joel ii. 30 f.), By adopting this
vart also of the provhet (ii. 19, 20) Peter wished to
intinmote explicltly thet, as the lmmedlate sequol of the
last days which have already commencod, the Hesslanic
day of juwdgment is ncar at hand; « « « this is the day
of the socond sending of Jesus, seeing that he comog as
the Lord and Hessiah who hes boen apuointed judge.ll
Again ia Solomon!s Porch, Peter shows that not only will
the "Second Ldvent"” be & time of doom and judgment, but also
2 Uime when Jesus will gather his oun o himself and restore
the full Hessienle glory and Kingdom to Isrsel and to the
world, Petor and Johm had healed the cripple by the power: in-
herent in Josus ilame, The Jéws had sinned in Izililing Jesus
wat now if they repent (fod will bring to pass "seasons of ro-
-~ " 1 1 2 4 s L R
froshing (h,’dtg’oe dvd;b?/g'_sws Lebs 3:19), ené the
; . 4 2 / :
"times of vestoration” (ygovev dmvAdTdTrdrews icts 3:21).
The former, refers to Tho present comfort Tound in Christ and
also the blessednoss which awaits thoso who follow him when
he veturns to roceive his own to himgell in heaven. It is a

refreshing timo because it will bring joy and peace in contrast

‘%o the enxieby found In the old time of the 01d Covenant.

The lutiter pelfers to that time when God will restore all things

7]‘;19159. one cits, ppe 134 L
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both in thoe life cf man and that of the world., Hackhan oxe=

torm: "times of restoration” in these words:

S50 &, Paul taught that the rocovery of Iorael would be
the salvetion of the world: uond that the orsation zlso
would share in the liberty of the glory of the childven
of God. The rostoration then was the fulfilment of Isal-
ehls wrophecy of a new heaven and new earth. Bubt apart
from this literal prediction, a2ll tho noly prophets which
have been since the world began, il.€., ohe Wa01o U,
irom Gonosis IXI, 15 to Malachi IV, &, had looked forwanrd
to a rostoration and the times for this restoration would
como when Jesus, as a second &lijah, returnsd from heaven. (e

Poter tolls Cornelius also that Jesus is "the Judge of the
living end the dead" (Lets 10:h2). A11 wio are alive ab his
"Second Coming" and all those who have died, Christ will bring
to Jjudgmont by virtue of his office azs the Universal 3“&850.

To those whio beliove on him, memvership is freely granted in
thie Hessienle Xingdoms to those wno sourm him, expulsion from
i:he. Kingdem. Dechler describes the significance of the coming
of desus in judgment as followa!?

These words alford a glance into the view of things waich,
according to the apostlecs, lies at the Toundationt the
historical appearance of Jeosus as Saviour, and His resur-
rection from the dead are alrsady a fulfilment of divine
prophecy. »BSubt thore still remein many great promises of
God, given throush the propiets, which have not beon iul-
£illed during the life of Josus now ended, and yet must
be fulfilled. The time of the fulfilment and full real-

: ization o these promises caen only bopin when Jesus ro=
turns Trom heaven; which is not to heppen until all Is-
rael shall be converteds Thls, thersiore, is the time of
the judgment of the world (x. 42), for believers & time
of comfort and refreshing from the prosence of the Loz?-%‘,
but in itself the period of fulfilment of a2ll things,.

7211&01;113!&1, _020 9_1_-_1:_.’ DPe 51]-0
T31echler, op. git., . 202 £
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Ce He Dodd males mmch of what he calls "roalized cscha-
tology." He maintains that the Primitive Chureh lald incon-
sequentlal stress in its preaching upon tho eschatological ime-
ninence of Christ's return. The c¢hief stress, he would say,
lies in the completed reallity of the Hessianic HKingdom with

the coming of Chrigt in the {lesh and hig finished work of abtono-

‘ment. The "Second Coming® is not in the mind of the Primitivé

Chureh as vitally as that ol their rsaligation and belief of
the present fullilment of the Hingdom in thelr lives at that
very moment. £ quotabtion from Dodd in which he explains his
idea of the "realized eschatolozy” follows:

Tho more we try o penetrate in imagination to the statbe.
of mind of the fiwat Christiang in the eaxrliest days, the

more ere we driven to think of resurrection, exaltatlion,
and secoond advent as belng in their beliefl, inseparable
parts of a single divine 3vent. It was not an carly ad-
vent that they proclaimed, but an irmsdiate advent. ZThey
procleined iU not s0 muel a8 a fTuture ovent for which :men
should prepare by repsnbance, bub rather as the imponding
corroborabion of a present Tact. &

This 1s no doubt, an over-cuphasis of a truth. Certainly
the Primitive Cihmrech laid great stiress uwpon the present reale
igy of the Kingdowm as shoun in tholr preaching regarding ths
death, rosurrection, and cxaltation of Jesus, and the giving
of the Spirit, coupled with their new life of fellowship. Dut
agein, just so certainly aid they yearn for the full realiza-
tion of the Messianic Kingdom in the "Parousia™ of their Lord

when he would belte them to himself in heaven. The present

ﬂ-l-Dodcl, ope olt., D. 333 of. also ppe 33 f. and L2,
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realiby of_tho Kingdom among them and also the eachatolﬁ-
glcal hope in the veturn of their Lord was held, at ons and
tho same time, os & paradox of falth, The Messlanic igo was
2t once a present reallty and a fubure hope, Humerous coMl-
montators conecur in this views To quote Filson and Lechler:

" The mention of such vital walues in the Clhristian hope
is onough to make clear that the Primitive Churchils
eschatology was no meaningless survival or capricious
gpiming of unsubstential dreams. The eschatology of
tiese Christlans was an Integral part of their faith.
ey nesded a strong hone, and they possessed it.

Theoy faced the coming experiences of thisg life une
afraid. They Ifirvmly countsd upon personal survival and
orivilesge in the 1llfe Vo come. 4&nd they held all these
pnases of faith in the light of thelr ultimate convic=
tlon that there was a divine purpose behind the secning
confuaion of life. That purpose wes wmoving on to abso=
Iutely certain realizailon, (2

And again Dochler holds a very sane viow of both the prosent
reality of the Hingdom and also its future eschatological
voalization in the "Parousia:

The centre of Chrigstian conscilousness is in the future,
in which all the provhecies of Seripture ars to be per-
foctly fulfilled, although the Crucified One occcupioes
an exalied place by virtue of His resurrection and as-
cecnsion., The fact that Scripturc had been already ful-
filled in Jesus, in His sufferings and death (iii, 18),
a8 well es in His resurrection and ascension, and in
His gift of the Spirit, together with the conviction of
what tho anostlos had personally secn and heard, consti=-
tubes the religious substance of their preaching with
raespect to all that wes and is, The climax of the prim-
itive Christian falth and confession 1a the fact thatb
Christ should coule again as judge .ol The world, that all
Seripture should then first be fulfilled, that all the
words of God should becoms facte and geeds, and that
all His promises should bo realized.”

T5"ilson, op« cibe, Pps 23} fe; cfe 2lso p. 102,
T6rechler, op. clte, Po. 233 Lo
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Caution must 2lso be malntained, on the other hand, not
to oversmphusize the "Seecond Coming™ in the preaching of the
sarly Churcli, That would only serve to slight thelir emphasis
on the present reallty of Christls ?i-lngaom.' Zoth wers velieved
by the Primitive Church in a delicabtely balanced paradox of
faith. Tasker makes this point clear:

Many of tho carllest Christians had a decp feeling that

the Lord Jesus would soon reburn againg bvut they were

no% 80 avsorbod with awalting Hils return au ©o be un-

conaclous of the new spiritual powers thait were opera-

tive in thelr midst. It is wholly erronsous to suppose

that they were "Second idventlsts" and nothing else.

The main emphasis in the New Testament is upon the Spire

itual blessings of the new aze, which resulted in new

cnergy and new noral power. 7

The teaching of Jesus also had a strong eschatological
flavor. Jesus, not only reminded his disciples thet he would
soon be parteod from them bub also of the Inevitable counter=
part of thils fact that he would return a second time. iHis so=
cond return would serve es-the fulfilment of his "Basileia"
tnroushout the world, (ef. Habt. 25:13: "dateh therefors, for
ve imow not the day nor the hour."™ Ses also Luks 9:26-273
21:27=31). Tho roturn of the exalted Christ in glory will

i

moan that the present course of this world has been terminated
and the beglmning of the new has begun (¥Mabtt, 131393 Luke 20
35 fo)e The "Parcusie® will bring deliverance from all oppres=-
sion and bring with 1t the blessings promised in the “"Sasileia®

(Matbe 252303 Iuke 21:28). On the other hand, the "Parousia

Tragker, OPe cite, PP. 69 T
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will mean judgmont for every enemy of Charist and.his "Bagil-
eia® (Matt. 2&:36; Tuke 19:27). Thus it can be seen that the
prinitive kerysmme also had this in common with the teaching of
Christ, nuamely, the exalted Christ will return agein in his

USeecond Ooming™ aa the Judge of "the living and the dead.”

Joteris cpnistle also bears witness to the primitive bew-
1ief in the "Parousia.” The Christien is admonished to hssd
e example of his Lori and prepare for hig return becauss ths
Christian must "give account to nim that is ready to judge the
living and the dead™ (I Pet. L:5)e And again the Judgment will
come whon the Judgment begins in the Iionse of God. If this
judgment begins among the children of God "what shall be the
end of' them that obey not the gospel of Cod?" (I Pet. L:17).
Paul also lays great stress upon the "Parousia® of his
Lord.” The weburn of the Lord places an urgency to Paulis mes-
sege. uepent, the day of Judgment swiltly approaches. Col.
3:1-l is a classle passage of this imperativeness afd also a
statement of the comfort inherent in the "Secord idvent" of
the Lord for all who are in Christ Jesus:
If then ye were ralsed togetheé with Christ, seelr the
things that are sbove, where Chrlist 1s seated on the
rleht hand of God. Set your mind on the thilngs that are
above, not on the things that ars upon the earth. TFor
ve died, end your life 1ls hid with Christ in God. Vhen
Christ, who is our life, shall be manifested, thon shall
ye also with him be manifested in glory.
Phe "Parousia" will be a day of Judgmont; for the believer
and him who walks in rignteousnasss, 1ife eternal but for the
unbeliever end unrighteous man, judgment "according to that he

hath gonoe"™ (cfe Romes 2:163 13103 I Come 2l £.3 II Cors 5:10).

PN,
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Panl never orguec as to the truth of the "Second Coming."
; He nccepis it without question as the teachlng of Jesus and
the Primitive Church from who k¢ has received this keryrmatic
tradition, '

The fact of Ju.d[;z*en’c to come is appealed to 23 a datum
of faith. It is not ao:r.ei.b:.ng fo;. wnich Paul az-s;ues,

but something from wiich he arzguves; scmothing thersiore
uhich wo nay "ag;itimatel-' assune to hove been a part of
his Tundarenial preaching. Judgment ls for Paul a func-
tion of the universal lordshin of Chrdss, which he at-
talned through death and ﬂesufx-ect"or., and dls second ad-
vent as Judge 1s o part of' the horygume - as Judge, but
alsc as .:aaviour, for in I Thess, 1:9-10, Paul sums up

the effect of his proachlng at Salonica in the terms:
*Tou turned from idols to God; -to serve the living and :
roal God, ond to awaii His Son from heavern, whom lis
“afseu from ths uegd - Jesus, wno saves us from the coun-
ing Hetribubion.” .

The author of Hebrews also includes this element. "Eut my

rightocous one .,hall .L:.ve by faith: And if he shrink back, my
soul hath no pleasure in nin" (Heb, 10:33; ef. Heb. 9:28;
10:25 T o)o

Tiwas it is the unanimous opinion of Jeaus, the Primitive
Church, and the lew Testament writers that Jesus, the Christ,
as the ozalted Messiah, will voturn as the "Judze of the live

ing and the dead,”
The Call to Repentance cnd the Forgiveness of Sins

Pocter can announce that a now age has arrived bhecauss new
croative acts of God wers shown. £ new beginning has been ine

sugurated for the wholo hwuan rece as a dircet result of the

TSpoaa, ope. cites PP. 12 T
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Torpiveness of sins. This forgiveness of sins has veen brought
about by the sacrificial death of Christ on the cross. The of-
Tfective soteriological nature of this sacrificial dying is seen
in the rosurrection of Jesus which serves as proofl of the power
of death., This death supplies the key to all that follows in
the Tew LAges The powers of the lew fige, then, are the powers
ol the risen and exalted, Christ and it is the manifestetion of
the Holy Ghost in the heartz of velievors which serves as a
slgn that the salvation wrought by Christ is, indeed, wordrous.
and efficaciocus,

Jo it is thet Peter's kerymme alsc has in it the nessage
of' the offer of forgiveness and a strong apocal for repentance.
An neceptance of forgiveuness assures the believing heart the
avomise of salvatlion and & 1life in the "ige to Come,."® This
kerypmatic element occurs in each sermon of Peter under consid-
eration.

Pentecoat Sermon

Leots 2:21 And it shall be, that whosoever shall call omn
the name of the Lord shall be saved,

Acts 2:303-39 ind Peter sald unto them, Ropent ye, and be
bapbized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ un-
to the remlssion of your sins; and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. For Lo you is the promise, and
tc your children, and to all that are afer off, cven as
many es the Lord ocur God shall call unto him.

Sermon in the Porch of Solomon

Acts 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and bturn again, that youf
sins may be bDlotted out, that so thore may come seasons
of rofreshing from the presence of tho Lord.

Aetas 3:25-26 Ye are tho sons of the prophets, and of the
covenant which God made with your fathers, saying unto
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Lbreoham, ind in They seed shall all the famlllies of the
earth bo blessed., Unbto you firvst God, having raised up
his Servant, sent hin to bless you, in turning awar ev-
exry one of you from your iniquisies.

Sermon to Cornelius

=

a trubth I percolve that God ls no respecter of persons
but in every nation he that fearsth hlm, and worketh
rightoousness, is scceptavle to hin. ;

Acts 10:3h=35 &4nd Petor openod his mouth, and said, Of
[ ]
L

Lebs 10:h3 To him bear 211 the jrophets witness, bthat
through his newmo overy one that bellieveth on nim shail
receive romission of sina,

On Pontecost Peter enjoins the throng to "Repent and be
baptized” when they inguire of him, "ien and brethren, what
sholl we do?" (Acts 2:37). Poter tells them th:it a change ol
heart and a fimn falith in Josus are requlisltes for particinae-
tlon in the salvation offercd by the Messiah (. sra vo_:{ FaTe
Kdl‘ /j'dlrrlo"pau’rw Lcts 2:36). It is to be noted
that Peter shows baptlsm as Lelng in & close commection with
confession of faith in Jesus,. S0 it is that a change of mind,
or wvopentance is held as insoparable from faith. ‘i‘oggetizer;
repentance and faith ars for Peter the conditions on which for-
givonese is based. It is true that "whosoover shall call on
the name ol the Lord shall be saved" (icts 2:21), but this

call upon God is nourished in the repentent heart. This repen=
tonce and faith will move the istian to be baptized end this
baptism, in turn, carries with it the promise of the Holy Ghost.
This baptism 1s recelved "in the name of Jesus Christ," the
fosolah, Thus beptism serves as an assurance to the believer

that he 1s sharing in the blessings of the lew Hesslanlec fge.

Also in Solomon's Forch Pebor demanded the Jews to “"revent
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and turn again® that their sins might be blotted oub Qazrxmu'c'dn
obv, Kt .&vd‘ma’ydra mge3 b aFulevydivar G vits Quegriasicts 3:19).
Peter here not only takes their general sinfulness for granted,
but thinks especially of thelr horrible erime in slaying the
ioly One end the Just," through their cholce of Barabbas.
Thus they were gullty of denying Jesus and became sharers in
the guilt of his death (Acts 3:13-15). Therefors the demand

'or peaentance without whiech there can Le no assurance of fore-

[ ]

siveness makes this chanie a condition for their obtaining the

forglveness of sins.
Although the Jow was hideously raponsii:le for the death l
of Jesus, his ropentance should mean that he wlll comnletely
avanden hils fornmer sbtate (;m; taﬁv nvnguﬁv iqa’?y sebs 3326).
Since Cod had sont his Son Jesus b0 bless them, so the Jew in
his reventence is to see that a positive blessing has come up-
on the Jewish nation because of the fact that the Jew had cru-
cified his Hesslah.
To the assembled Council, Poter utters a beautiful stste=
ment of Christian faith. After ne informs the Sanhedrin that
Josus, the stone rejected by the Jews, hés become "the head of
the cornmor,” Peter identifles salvatlon with that stone. With
him alone salvation is to be Tound (At odk Eczer &v aﬂt\p
o3devt % cwrngid obbe du'cg dvor Sorey Eregov
s zov odgavor o SsSoudvor &v drdeddwocs
E'v A?J JE? d'w,qﬂﬁrd.t 7;,«.25 Acts L:12)., Jesus of

4
Hezapeth iz the w7 9 and all power of deliverance comes
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from him alone, in his name., Zvery other name whersby men would
seeck salvation is sheor futility.

It is an interesting fact that Petor in a.ddz:-essiz;.g Cor-
nelius, a Gerntile, lays great stress upon Jesus as the Judge
of all men, Yhe coming of salvation 'in terms of the national
liessianic expectations of the Jews would be difficult for a
Gentlle i'.g understernd. S50 Jesus is pressented not so much as
the Christ bub more as the Judge of all men.?9 God as Judge
"is no respector of porsons: but in every netion he that
feareth him, and worketh righteousness is acceptable to him"

fets 10:34-35). And finally, "every one that belioveth on
him shall voceive remission of sins" (Lets 10:43).

With the coming of Jesus the "Basileia" has also a.rrived.
The primery function and purpose in his coming was tc be the
Savior, the rwz-;{s, of’ men (ef, liatt. 15:243 23:37; Iuke 1G:
10; John 3:1é). He brings cternal life in himsell snd whoso=
ever believes on him is. vemoved from; all power of deata (é‘o}m
5:3h; 6:h8; B:51-55; 10:11, 17-18). kan receives this eternal
life. through Jesus Christ since God has revealed himsell in
Christ Jesus (John 8:32; 1h:7-11). .

Jesus! proclamation of himself as Deliverer of the world
alao means that he comes as the Universal Judge., He bids all
to repentance since man apart from him is lost, dead, and ali-

enated from God. If men reliss on his own righteousness, 1%

TIRackham, ope. cites Pe 154.
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is totally insufficient, for in Codls eye man's rightecus-

75

ness is only o form of concelt (cf. Hatts 5:20; 7:1l; Luke 16:
15; 18:9-1)s John 3:18-19),

In the teaching of Jesus three things are required of
mant: first, repentance; secondly, faeith; and finelly, »ight-
eousness (of, Mabtt. 11220 f.3 12:3~37, 39=-4l; 19:16-22; Iumke
51325 Ur233).

Repe

sntance on man's part through ils own power is impos-
sible., It is Codls gift bestowed upon the "publican 2nd sin-
ner"” uho has Talth in Jesus as the Christ (ef. Habtt. 5233

9-1? 'j :-L1‘1{ 10 ?6-27, .Llul'e b 43 f.s - 3-3?‘ lﬁ -lh.; :TO‘Im

9239)e

s Josus! teaching of repentance and falth through the

socrificial death of himself as the Heasilah was faithfully

taught by Petor and the Primitive Courch, Filson mokes thils

Fl

same observation:

The God of the Hew Testament was concelved as a God
whose power was temperecd and econtrolled by merey, and
whose rirj.a"eoas-mss found exoression in active love.
Although doeply indebted to Jewish sources, Jesus and
the Primnitive Church possessed a I'resh apprehension ol
the kindly, fatherly working of God. The result was &
vigorous and unseli'ish miszicn o all men, since it uwas
realized that all were objecets of Cod's concern. Jesus!
concoption of God and loyalty to his redemptive work
were shered by the Primitive Church ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ In grateful
worship, in teaching, and in veraistent mission service,
the Primitive Church faithfully preserved the essential
attitude of Jesus, and brougnt home to es many as it could
roach the reassurm{; messaze that God was \‘:z\eir seeking
Fathor,*

S0F11son, op. clte, ppe 123 T
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The Potrine Eplstles again bear testimony that "repen=-
tance unto faith for the remission of sins" wos essential in
the keryegma, <Thers Peter says that we were redecmed Ly the
procious blood of Christ "as of a lamb without blemlish and
without spot" (I Pete 1:13-20). This redemptlon by the blood
is an "inheritance incorruptible’ and nothing can take 1% fron

us since 1t ig Y“reserved in heaven" for us (I Pob. 1:li)e Our

[~

nherltance has also made us members of thse "noly priecsthood”
and now as living stones, our whole life is Luilt up "a spiriie=
val houso" to offer nleasing sacrifices "to God by Jesus Christ!
(T Pote 2:5)e As his rodoened srissthood, we also sponton=-
cously Iollow the examplo of the lawmb, our High Priest (I Pet.
2:21), Tho Christians "faith and hope" is in Cod who ralsed
this lawb, Jesue from the dead (I Pota. 1:21).

Central also in Paul's preaching ias the so’aeriolc":.cal
value of Chrisit's coming as Messiah and his followlng exale
tation. In I Corinthlaons 15, Paul tells the Corinthians -that
whaen he began nis minlstry emong them, his messsage was centsrod
in the fact thai Christ died for their sins., iHe says thet he
hod recelved this vaeasu“o fyom his Lord and aliso from the ?rim-
itive Church., This Coapel which he *'meaened Wis the power of
God unto salvation to every one i‘rh&b welieveth; to the Jeow Tirst,
and also to the Grook” (Rom. 1:16). God has roconciled the
world end has forsiven our trespasses (II Core 5319). This is
the pgreat domonstration of God's love "toward us, in that, while -
we were yet simners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8). Cod in

nis ingerutible love "spared not his own Son, but delivered him
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up for ue all" (Rom. 8:32). The blessings of salvation, "all
things," are Cfreely ours,
Bub now if we are really risen with Christ, we shall live
a life patterned after the example of Christ {Col., 3:1-l).

the Christian is initiated into this life in Chriat by

(&)

aptism., "Or are yo ignorant that all we who were baptized
into Chyrist Jesus wers bantized into hls death? YWe were bur-
lcd therefore with him through beptism into death: that like
as Christ was raised from the dead throuch the glory of the
Fatiher, so we also night walk in the newmsss of life" (Rom.
613=l.). Baptism initiates the Christian into the tody of
hrist, Christien fellowship, and neuness of life” (I Cfor, 12:
13; cf. 2lso Ephe L25). Herklotz sumurlzes the sipnificance
of baptism in Paul's preaching as follious:
Through baptism they entersd the new fellowship of the
Churciie Paul cmphasizes agzein and agein in his letters
the decisiveness of the act which the Christlan has nade}
iis use of the gorist tense makes clear the "once for
all" nature of what had baken place. Christ had died;
in baptism they too had died to the world. He had risen
fron the dead: in baptism they also lived and died os
men in Christ, The often repe=ied missionary message
becomes the basis for % 1ife in which the baser passions
of 1life ave mortified.dl
The ineuguration of the New idge means for the Christian
that he by feith will be shielded by the. righteous God on the
doy of Judgment (I Thess. 1:10 ". . « who deliveroth us from
the wrath %o comej I Thess. 5:9: "For God appointed us not

unto wrath, but unto the obitaining ol salvation through our

sl'ﬂez'!:lotz,, ORe _g-j_o, De 63,
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Lord Jesus Christ"; ofs Rom. 3:25; B8:3; CGal., 1:3 f.3 3:13;
IZ Co», H:121l; Rom, 10:13).
The whole book of Hebrews is a witnesz of tho greatsr na-
ture of the sacrificial offoring of Christ made for the sins
of' the world, conmpared with the 0ld Covenant of sacrifico.

"low shall we ascape, if we neglecht £0 grosct a salvation?

o

wirlich hnaving at the first been spoken through the Lord, was

confirmed unto us by them that heard" (Heb. 2:3).
Thus it is seen that the Prinitive Church and the later
Heow Testament writers geve unanimous testimony to the fact of
regdempiion in Chrlist, and along side of it, in logical noces=
gity, ‘taught of the righteousness which is to be found in
hrist Jesus, Chiistian fellowship, and the now life of %hs
Hessianic Age, Filson also draws the same conclusion!
These examples enable us to assert conlfidently that the
entirc liew Testawent was at one in holding that faith was
neither morally fubile nor morally indifferent, but mor-
ally effective. This was not & verfectly demonstirated
reallty In every Chrigtian life. There were glaring fail-
‘ures, and there was an cleoment of incomplistensss. Bub
that true Taith is morally creaitive and i‘guitful was a
commuon experience in the Christian group. é y
ind apein Filgon shows that this righteousness had its motl-
vation in the forglveness of sins., This too was vnaniuous
opiriion in the liew Testamont.
Faith did release powor, and make men-live in accord with
God's willl, Chrigtians knew the need and blessing of
forgiveness. But they also knew the joy of living on

a level they had not known before conversion. In the in-
sistonce and.demonstration that faith builds moral fiber,

82r3380n, op. cit., pp. 205 L.
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tho Primitivo Church was faithful in preserving and
transmltiing another important aspect of the mind of -
Jesusg .V

Tno Lpostles Lre Wilnesses to These Things
The Linel Tact in the primitive lkerypma is the elemont of
Lpostolic witnosse Sinee the aszostles had been witnosses o
bthe doath, resurrecition, and ascension of the Christ, thoy now
become the witnosses of this fact to the peonle. This slement
occurs in cach sermon,

Pontoeost Sermon

Lets 2:32 This Jdosus did Cod ralse up, whereof wo all
ars witnesses. .

Sermon in the Porch of Solomon

Leta 3:15 And killed tho Frince of life; whonm God raised
Ipom the dead! whersof we arc wltnessss.

Sermon to formelius

febs 10sh0=l) Him God raised up the third day, and gave

hin to be mede manifest, not to all the people, but unto

witnosses that were chosen rvefore of God, even to us, who

ate and dranik with him alfter he rose from the dead.

This clement in Peter's sermons ls usuvally oxcluded from
the leryoma by such men as Dodd, Huntor, and Herklotz. T. F.
Glasson bakes exception to'this and insists that it 'be inclu=
ded., He maintaing that the witness element occurs with such
vopularity that it must not be overlooked, and places it as the
last of the five basic elemsnts of tho kerygma. Glagsson ex-

cludes the sseech in Acts I and includes the speeches of ifcts 5

831014,

R —
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and 13. ‘Mhe {ivo clements are: 1) resurrsction; 2) Gld Tes-
tament »rophecy fulfilled in Chweist; 3) the death of Christ;
i) the oifer of l‘orz;ivénes:s s and 5) the apostles ars witnssses

to these truths. His arguuentation for the inclusion of wit-

ness follows:

The unanimity of the five spoeches in ficts is sufficient
ovidence., But if wo refer to the one place in 3t, Faulls
lotters where ho explicitly sets out the Gospel which

he "pocelved" (I Cor. xve 1 £f.) we find the same five
factors oubtlined above; including the witneasses of the
resurrection. The fulfilment of 0ld Testameant promhecy
iz indlecated in the recurring phrase, "sccording %o

the serintures." The death of Christ is given in verse
3: bub agein the main emphasis is upon the Hesurraction
(vve I I7)s The offer of forgivencss is indiceted in
the statoment that "Christ died for our sins" (xv. 3).
Paprtlcular attention 1s drawm egein ©o the witnesses of
the resurrection: "he appeared Lo Cephas; ther to the |
twelve® (xve 5), otece IT we want tho actual word “wit- |
nogsses” in this comneetion as well as the substance, we
have it 1n verse 15, "Yea, and we are found false wit= .
nesses of God; because we witnessed of God that he ralsed i
un Christ: whom he raised not up, IT s0 e that the dead

are not raised.” llo one would wish to contend that the

buriel of Chriat (xve l) should bo reckoned as an addi-

tional and separate item - LT is clearly montlonad only

to wnderline the real death of Chyist and the miracle

of the Resurrecilon. We thus have in I for, xve 1-11

{onding with the words, "Whethor then 1t be I or they,

so we preach, end <o ye beliecved"), procisely the fivs

wmatiers which ocour in all the early specches of fcts

and no others. The r_.gﬁ"a'i:er could hardly be established

with more certainbty.“=

Glagson marshals his evidence well. It can't bo denisd that
the witness theme occurs in csch sermon and that Paul also ro=-
ceived this tradition from the Primitive Church. Bubt whethor

wlbness is korygma may well be challenged. It is not, in a

strict sense, an elemont of the Hessianle mission of Christ.

hG1egson, op. cit., ppe 130 L.
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Witness 1s rather the confossion of the truth of the Messianic
Yingdom in Cherist and the provagandiging of this fact to all
netions. BSo this as it nay, witness will howover, always fol-

low when somecne has come o reelize the truth that Jesus is

the Christ, The two factors are inseparable. 2Eut since wit-
ness has such a repeated oceurrence i1t may te well to include

it as a Yactor In the kerymma. The witness of the Primitive

Chureh to tho 1ife of Christ and wiiness to the Holy Spirit ;
dwelling in them gave to thelr message the stamp of authority.
That they wors compelled to preach is evident, the Holy Ghost
within drove them by an inmer necessity to precch the keryemsa.
They had recelved the command to prsach from their Jord.
"Preach the Gospel 1o overy creature.” That they faithfully
carricd out this commond of Thelr» Lord iz raflected in the

whole llew Tostauent.
Swanary

Eafing comploted our atqering of' the kerymnatic elements
in Peter's sermons it may be well to gather a few feabures in
his preaching that arvest our gpecial attentlon.

Bofore we began our study of Peter's semmons 1y may have
appearsd that he would have little orgenlization end co-ordin-
ation of his ideas, fo» he was far too close to the great evenis
he preached. The superhuman pwrsohalit? of Jesus had only ro-
cently ceased Lo associate visibly with mon. Would this not
vender it difficult for Peter to meke a real objective estimate

on the life and teaching of Josus* In retrosvect it must be
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sald that Poter follows In a consistent pattern and varies
8lightly from it. In each sormon the same elements gome %o
the lore. This is amazing. It is very rare than an objec=
tive appraisal of any man can be made until ho ig removed from
the active scenc by many years, & feow docedes at tht; very lsast.
4 historian can't write a thoroughly objective higstory until
the historical evenbs under consideration can be surveyed in
the light of time. Bo this as it may, Poter has formlated
his thinking clearly and thorouwghly regarding the nature and
mission of Christ as the Hessigh.

Ve must observe, hwowever, that the Christology in these
cariy seruons 1s very simple in oubline, and primitive in
chwracters It is ncveri;heless 2 Christology. The Christolo=
sleal portrayal can be found substantially in cech sermon
in sowewhait the follow:ia.l,f_:, order: 1) Jesus is the divinely
opnointed Savior as the fulfilment of 01ld Testament prophecy
in hiw cleerly reveals ;' 2) this Jesus was put to death accor-
ding to the divine forelmowledge and determinate counsel of
Glodse Prophecy fulfilled in him again underlines thiis fact;

3) God raised him from the dead on the third day by his powor;
l}) ae the resurrocted Lord he has been exalted at the right
hend as Lord and Christ. These facts are rudimentary ond fun-
Janental, and although they are not an intricate Christology
as that found in Colossians or Homans, it 1s a Giu*isto.‘!._gsf
nonetheless,

Also to be noted is the way the Primitive Church reacted

to the fact that they were now parited from their Haster.
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Thelr whole thinking had to Le rocaste. This Peter also does
effscbively. The Church now bogins to foraulats belief ra-
garding the presonce of the Spirit in their heoarts andé the new
life in fellowship with God through the Spirit and in fellow-
ship with the fellow believer. -Since Jesus no longer was the
daily companion, they now had to weorientato their thinking.
Peter does this wvery efTectively by placing an emphasis on the
oschatologleal hope of the return of Christ. The Christien
lives and works in a realization that his Christ is still with
him through the presence of the indwelling Spirit. Zahn also
makes the same observation:
Lio Prodigt und Lehre der fpostel ist nicht eine blosse
Wlsderholung der Predigt Jesu, sondern eine durch den
sgitherligen Fortschritt der Geschichte umgestaliete Var-
undipgung dea lan dor Person Jesw erschlenenecn und im
Zegltze dor Gemoinde befindlichen Heiles, Die Umgsstalw
tung musste eince durchgrsifende werden, well Jesus nichi
meny der siehtbarc Hittelpunikt der sich um ihn seharcnden
Cemsinde des Gobtiesrelches war, scondern der unsichtbars
Gegenstand ihres Glaubens und weil die flir das Heil
grundlegendon Tatsachon dos Todes, der Auferstehung und
nrhBhung Jesu, welche jetzmt in den Vordergrund des Evan=
geliums Lraten, zZur Zeit des Lehrens Jesw noch der Zumnit
angeh8rton und nic‘gi; Gegenstand der 8ifentlichen Verididi-
pung sein konnten.vd
Although the' Primitive Church had to reorlentate mmuch of
igs thinking, neverthwless in its preaching, it substantially
retvained the thought of Jesuas, changing only a little ol the
terminology. Each elemont in Peter!s kerypma had its ultimate
basis and root in tho wmind of Jesus. There was nothing substan=-

tiaily now in Poter's presaching that could not be found in the

C52amm, op. elt., p- 6l
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Gospel narrstive concerning the teaching and 1life of the Christ.

Vo found this sinilarity between the mind of Jesus and the
preaching of Peter in the following petiern: 1) God rules and
reveals himself through the processes of history; 2) Cod is
the secking Father of mén; 3) Jequ_s. 1s the central fact in the
Gosnel mesaage; L) the cross holds a central pogition in the
woric of C‘::z*ist; 5) the Holy Spirit dwells in The heart of the
believer; 6) faith in Christ is insepereble from repentance;
7) the i‘u‘buz;e ol the believer is sule with Cod., Therefove

we can say with Filson, "The evidence shows that Jesus was
correctly wnderstood. The Primitive éhureh was loyal In pro-
serving his vio:-.rpoini:."ae’

We heve also found -that Petsr and Paul preached in essen-
tials the same kerypgma. Each elomont found in Peteris sermons
can also be found substantielly in the nreaching and epistles
of Paul. %We can seo this also. in the sneech which was deli-
vered by Paul at Plsidian Antloch (Acts 13:16-l1), The gist
of Pzulls sarmon corressonds with the sermen of Peter. Dodd
has swmerized the Pisidlan sermon as follows:

God broucht Israel out of Egynt, and gave them David for

their kinge. Of the seed of David Jesus has come as Sa=-

viour. He was heraldcd by John the Baptist., Iils dis-
cinles followed Him from Ga2lilee to Jerusalem, Thers
He was brought to triel by the rulera oi the Jews before
Pilate, who reluctantly condemmed IHim. He died accordw
ing to the Scristures and was burled. God raised Iim
from the dead, according to the Seriptures, and lc was

861:'118011. ODe c:‘.'l:., Pe 21].0.
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secn by witnesses. Through Him forzivenegs and justifi-
cation aro offered. Therefore take heed.UT
There is nothing particularly Pauline in this ssrmon sxzcent

the torm "

justification.," The whole sermon when broken into
small perte or clements can be found in any sarmon' of Peter.
We notice, however, that it has a full treatment of the nira=-
cles and teaching of Josus. In thils rospect it di:f.‘i‘ers. from
the sewmons in Acts 2 and l., whove the miracles and teach-
inz of Jesus are hardly alludod to. When comparsd with the
sormnon proached to vho Gentile Cornelius, on the other hand,
we zec that its reforences to the miracles and teaching of Je-
sus arc not as fully troated, no reference being nrssent to
the baostlsm of Jesus by John and the miracles periformed in
Galiloe.30

We have thue secn the Petor and Paul agree substan=
tially in thelr kerypma. Ve must also note that they differ
in a few points. Pau'.l._ has varicus empheses which do not ap-
pear in the Petrine lkexmymua. i‘ha:r: are four: 1) Pober does-
not eall Jesus "Sor of God"; 2) he doesnlt say that Jesus died

for cur sinsy 3) he does not montion that Jesus as the exalted

Christ intercedes for wsj ). and, Jesus is nover desecribed as

the pro-existent divinity,3?

s?DOdd, ODe cibey Do 29

88¢r. munter, Tho lessarme of the liow Iestement, op. eit.,
ppe 23 f. To show how cimilar the preaciing of Jeter and raul
ig in their lervematic elements, Hunter has constructed & graph
gset up in parai%ei colums bto illustrate this point,

396.’{’. Dodd, Op. _9_:-!-13_-, DDe 25 1.3 Lochler, OD. E_i_tog De 69
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These differences are more a natbter of emphasis and mane
nor of e::pression.- Yo have secn, that in snite of these var-
lous differcnces, thers ls an essential unity of messapge and
purnose in thelr preaching. And that purpose 1s to vresent
the goocd news that God has graclously interposed in history
by sending his own Son, Jesus Chrlst, To save and redeem his
people and the peoples of all nations, It is the kerysma

which nresents this Christ to the world,




CHAPTER IV
LPPLICATION

We have seen with whet fervor the Primitive Church dis=-
seminated the Gospel message in her preaching, or keryring .

The messeje of salvation was vrought by "the foolishness of
preachiing® to the hearers and spplied to their needs, ezpe-
cizlly thelr need of & Savior from sin.

We confess of the Chuwch teday that it is "apostolic! in
the sonse that it has the task of proclaiming the apostolic
keryrma. This Gospel is still effective todey end the sole
channel whoreby it ploases éod t0 save men. & pertinent ques-
tion lor the Church of today is, "Doos the moderm Church still
preach Chriast? Does it bring to the needs of men the samec sale-
vation presented in the Primitive Kerymma?" IHore pertinent
still, "Does the Luthoren Church - Higsourl Synod in hor »reach-
ing adeguately present the keryrma? Is 1t apostolie in its
preaching?! & master's dissertation presented to the faculty

of Concordia Seminary, Ste. Louis, Ho., studled this cquestion.l

i mawber of sermons found in the Concordia Pulpit were analyzed
to see just to what oxtent these sormons contain the key kerygm-
motie clements, It 1s well to note that preachers represented

in the Pulpit are the more prominent preachers and certainly

Lyi1iiam Beckus, "An Anelysis of lissouri Synod Preaching
Baged on the Content of the Kewrvgma" (S.T.H. Thesis pregented
to the faculty of Concordia Scminary, St. Louls, Ho., 1952) .
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do not represent tho ranke-and-=file of the clergy. Backus sum-

narizes his study on a sad and thought-provoking note:d ’
The preachking of our study has virtually omlitted essen-
tlal elements in the story, end it has time and again
attempted to.present the story oubside the context of the

. needs ol its hearors. We have learmed that it included
clements whlch ars not only foreign to the kerygma, bub
actually contradictory to its sense and import for peonlo.
From this dour picturs the conclusion mmet not be drawm
that all the preaching studied was non-kerycmatic. <“hers
was 8 recurront emphasis on the kerygma among some of' the
contributors. « « [Howover on the whole the preaching
examnined roproseonts o pulplt faro which, whatever its
merite, camnot lay claim to close ldentiflcation with
the preaching of the low Testament.

This woeful lack of the kerysma in Missouri Synod proach-

iy should spur every preacher 5o reanalyze: 1) his calling

as & herald; and 2) the messego, or kerypma waleh he 1ls $o her-
ald and proclaim,.

The Gozpel of the Lowrd is to be brought to the whole world
in general and bo the individual congregation in particular.
For this opurzose the Lord calls heralds to enncunce the Gospel
as his minlsters.’ Those who raceive _i;h:l.s call into the minis-
try cxorcise thelr prorogetive of heralding the Gospel not as
something which they have at thoir disposal but rathsr a thing
shich hes been given to them and for walch they muat also give

an accounting;.l!-

The modorn herald bears witness to Christ. In this re-

'?-Ibid. 3 De 52.

3inders Hyzren, The Gospsl of God, trs by L. Je Trinterud
; (Philadalphia:yb'fhe,i-resﬁmins%r Pross, 0.1951), p. 21.

Lbibid., pe. 18e

T V’f.
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spect he stands in a direct relationshlp to the Lpostolic Church
as the chiefl Ifunction of Lpostolic heralding was %o bear witness
to Christ. The message the modem preacher heralds was similar-
1y the nessage of i;he énosi:les. Although the modern prsacher
is not an actiual eye-wiitness of the message he proclaims, he

still boars the anostol"c office." Otto Piper comments on

L)

the eflicacy ol the nodern minlstry:

The z-.'_ms*:mlic oifice ‘consists in bearing testimony to

our Lord Jesus Christ, We are not eye witnesses of the
1ifec of our Lox»d; wo were not callod end coizaissionad

tc our ninlztry by a special, eﬁ.raardmary' manilfesta=
tion ol the .1.‘-01:'[ Spirit's power., Dubt the differsncs of
nistorical situation that oxists botween ns and the first
:-."all-x;cra of Jesus does not make us uni'it for bearing tos=-
tilnony .'.In-o.z‘_,n the apostles we know of the great deci=-
sive ovents in History, by means oi‘ which God has called
ua inte the fellowshin of The Cihumrcn and called lorth
foith in our hearts.>

[

“ne chilef duty of any herald, or messonger, 1s to deliver
the message entrusted o him authentically and absolutely with-
out the lesst evidence of any tampering with message. The her=
ald daro nover :iel:‘.vc.:r his own message or that which his fancy
mey sugs Nast. his holds especially true for the heralds of
God, Uhot he has received from his Lord to preach he must hold
as sacred and inviolable. The herald will deliver the Lord's
message just as the Lord gave it o him, Hygren makes this
fact clear very pointedly:

Ye gre heralds = that &an d nothing olse. Ths Gospel which
we have received Irom Cod constiimtoa our whole bein‘; as

S50tt0 Pilpsr, "Doctrine and Presching,” Reality in Preach-
ing (Z?hiladali:his;. HMuhlenbers Press, c.1942), D é

e S St
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uinisters. All that which othorwise can be said of our
tosk as ministers is secondary to this, snd rmst be trace=-
able back to the faet that we are horalds, and that Go
has a Gogspel which He will have proclaimed through us,

i,

+he herald dare nevor present a message wileh has as 1ts basis
his own words, ALbove all ho darsc not herald as facts something

i
)

which he hes spun in his own thinking. "ie has a message which

]

|2

5 o be delivered with just exactly that coantent which the
gender has stinulatedl"7

Again the herald as a messenger brings a message I'rom God.
The congregation to which he preaches is to encounter their
(od in the message the herald brings to them. Thus if the con=-
pregation is only aware of its preacher the encounter of the
nearor with his God is lost. Therefore, as Uonald G, iiller
remaria, worthwhile preaching will focus the atientlon away
from the nweacher end cenbtralize it on CGod.

In ideal preaching . « « the presence of God becomes so

real thet the preacher himself drops almost entirgly

out of ths consclousness of the worshipners, so thab

even as the prcacher speaks thoy and God seem to be

left alonc.v

Wo nobed that the disciples of Jesus preached with a very
small emshasis on the apologetic. It is also to be noted tha®

there 1z herdly eny use of polemics. They preacned a fact and

presented it as such and this fact needs no authentication by

63&?&1‘3!1, Rege citesy Do 2l.
7Ibid., Pe 51.

Shonald G, Hiller, "Jords or a Deed," Intorpretation,
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man's arvgumentatlon and sophistry. The event they proached
was ebernally true and was preached with a factual urgency
that thoase hearing should speedily ropent. Again wo note
that thelr preaching was nor morallzing exhortation nor mine
ute formulation of religious doctrine, Thoy preached the simne
ple lact of The kerygma and urged Iaith on the part of the
heaver in the nessage thelr kerygua representoed.

The emphasis oi' the llew Testament lkorymma is always the
preaching of & series of events climaxed in the great event of
the Hesurrection. The witness to these kerymmatic facts is

of primc Ilmportance all else has litile relevance. These

events are seen as parts of tho total event of redemption, Re=

demption is always seen as baking place in "the entirs history
fron Croation to the Purousia."? The modern herald also has
no other message but bthe fact of the incursion of Jdesus into
hisbory and tho effectiveness of this fact for the salvation
of men in'all ages. ie muat-#lso present the kerygmatic ele-

mente as nertinent truth for man's salvation today. It is the

sane Jesus that the Primitive Church preached who also today .
saves men. It 1s this Messiah and Lord who by the same life,
death, resurrcction, and ascension saves us today. It 1s this
same kerymma which the Primitive Church preached that we rust

preach today, Obtto Piper underlines this truths

Thus ag witnesses we have to present Jesus Christ himself

Tibid., p. 133.
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ac the Inescapable fact in the life of the races « « »

There are his incarnation and his sarthly minlstry; his

avoning death, his glorious resurrection, and the sure

proxise of hils return, They are historical facts, unde=

niable and inescapable, and they alone are apt to satlis=

Dy the anxious longing of our contemporaries. Thess

Tacte reach right into our llves because Jesus aa_the

rigon Lord makes us conbemporaneous with himself,l

Thus the modern preacher will live his lile realizing
that tho Incarnate Christ dwells in him and that this Christ
is presented to a dying world through nis ninistry. He will
preach with a fervor and present hisg Christ as the Lord of
the primitive kerypma. The preaching of the Apostolic Chmrch
will serve as his model and just as the Early Church preached
o risen Christ to that dying world so he, as Jonn Goasip sug-
gests:

e o ¢ 1o poing %o try to bring home to the world some-

thing of the mind of Christ concerning God, and man,

and 1life, and sin, and judgment, and destiny, and the

anasing salvasvion God has offered « « o in hime==.

The tool of the modern prsacher is the Kerymma.

10pinor, one cites DPe 60 fc3 cf. also Arthur John Gos-
81D, "ime Whole Counsel of God," Interpretation, I (July, 1947),
325-310 for a Giscussion of the PNEGHEF-:E{OI:I of the kery
as doectrine. LI doeotrinal sermons are based on tho kKeryrma,
modern so-called dootrinal preaching will lose its odious re-
rutation. - -

11GOSBiP, ODe gj._i_-'_-, De 3250
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