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Te Inbroduction

Cinxreh Ristory has been defined as "the record and the cxnlanation
of vhat the cimpdh hao aporienced in the pasty of the influonce the
church has wiclded on the 1ife and thought of the world surrounding i,
andd cgain of the influonce which the world has cxerbed on the Life end
ﬂxwé‘nt of the clnaghe” ¥ Such 2 definition ymderlics tho primaory i
pose for this thesis, namcly, o consider, on the bases of aveilable
cources, Luc last gioel persocution of the Christlans by an organized,
gyotonnbic atiack of the pagen fMoman Empivos It must be ronlised thal
a study of an ovent in history of as groat impord as tho f£inal attemt
to staup ont Christianily could bgcomo quite lengthy sinco the various
phaases, if dealt with individually in a thorough and cxhaustive manncry
would naturaily result in litorally volwms of factsy opinions, and nue
morous conclusions, Howover, ths writer intends to keop ac his cone
trolling purpose in suimtting‘thismrkﬂ:.ofouoﬂng-tommm
a1l view, & gonoral picture, of tho persocution of the Christisns by
the cipire of Romo at tho time of Dioclotiens

1 Drs Theodore Hoyery Church flistory liotess TII Yoary pele
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This porsecution vas,; as we shall see, the futile atteuyb of a fast-

passing and deteriorating pagan systen to forestell what clearly ssemed
to be in store,; loss of top position in the f£ield of religion, and
eventual disappearance from prominence altogether. "The attack of
Diocletian, the last and most bloody of the persecutions, was heathen-
ism!s final blow in the contest.? :

From the time this writer first lsarned of the persecutions of t.ha
Christians in the {irst three cen‘bur:lnsmdnm:l.n'i, it has been his de-
sire to dolve further into this period in historys and to search out and
to learn for himself the basis for the general facts presented in most
elerentary history toxtbookse The peraecut:lun which occurred under
Diocletian wme chosen for study since it is one which marked a turnin:

point both in the history of the Christian Church and in the history of

the Roman Trpire, In addition, this persecution is remembered for iis.
extreme cruclty showm toward the Christians, even as Arthur Liason writes:

uA11 former persecutions of the faith were forgotien in
the horror with which men looked back upon the last and great—
est: the tenth wave (as men delighted to count it) of that
great storm, obliterated all the traces that had been left by
others; fThe ficndish cruslty of llero, the. Jeolous fears of Do-
nmitian, thc unizpassionsd dislike of iarcus, the mapingm-
pose of Decius, tho clover devices of Valeriam,-fell into ob=
scurity when compared with the concentrated terrors of that
finalgrapple,michreuultedinthodeshuoﬂmoftheold
Ronman Empire and the establishmont of the Cross as the symbol
of the world's hope.” 3 _

2. K.H.E.I‘Jaier,'mecansasmmmmimdtham

Ghristians, p.2.

3. Artinur J. Mason, The Persecution of Dioclotian, pel.
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The facht thot the existonco of the Christisn Church, thersfore, was
threatoned by en &ll-out offort on the part of the Roman state makes tbe
.eonidemtion of tho persscution of Diocletian a profitable study, since
mch 'E:!.lera is to be'lcm'ned fron the roles played by the State, the
Church, and tho individual Christim, And Yt this crisis, it is impore
tant to survey the state of Christianity, as well as the character of
the sovercign and of the governmont, which mede this ultimate and most
vigorous attempt to suppress the triumphent progress of the new fa.ith.'h
Certain problems will orise in connection with our study and these
will be diccussed in the thesis at the place they present thenselwves.
The writer does not proposs to solve these problems, but merely to offer
opinions, thoughte,; and evidence which may be of help in guiding the

" reader toward both a realization of the seriousness of the situation and

a2 satisfactory sclution of the problem. Vhether or not Diocletian is the
real author of this final blast against Christianity is one such problem,
Another problem ic the deteraining of the real cause for the persecution.
Was it part of Diocletian's plar of reorganization or did it come about
because of another rcason or reasons? Also to be considered are questions,
the ancwers to wiich shod much Light on this period and the effect of the
Bgroat persecution® in generals mémmmmmmwa
act the way thoy did toward the Christians? Just vhy did they persecute?
How Aid the Christisn Church and the individuel Christian weather the

mﬁéiﬂéabmmm? That was the attitude of the persecuted? as
there -‘ary differemce in the reactions shown by the Christians to the

strong-aymed tactics of the forces of the Roman Empire? Vhat were the

Lo Henry Hert iluan, The History of Christianity, p.207.
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results of the Diocletian Persecution?

It is, perhaps, wise to mention here that the study of the persecu—
tion of the Christians under Diocletian, his coregents, and his izmediate
successors will be prosented, for the most part, in chronological order,
thereby maliding usec of the elesent of time in the onslaught. of paganism .
over against Christianity. The presentation of the events related to this
persecution in order of their occurrence will avail the reader the oppor—
tunity to sce the gradual progress of the State towerds defeaty, the Church
towards triumph, Therever possible accounts of the actual happenings will
be insorted to complote the picturey and the remarks and conclusions of
various historians will be noted to assure the reador that more than just
stating facts, howover historical they may be, is involved vhen one under—
takes the investigation of an event in history of such importance to the
growth and spread of Christianity here.upon earth as the persecution of
Diocletian is.

Befors the porsoccution itself can be considered some attentlon
must be given to the background involved. The drama of the Diocletian
percecution can bect be appreciated only when thg stage is set properly
and effectively. The characters in our exciting and oducative craza
move across & stage built upon the social, economicy political and re-
ligious factors which shaped the course of. history in the years just be-
fore the advent of Diocletian and a reign of umsual worthe Chapter two
of this thosis is entitled, *The Roman World Prior to Diocletian®, and
therein will te considercd the situstion confronting Diocletian as ho
asconds the throne as Emperor of the vast erpire. To gain a better
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wdorstanding of why cortain courses of actlon mre taven and to be awro
thet many of the main participants in tho persecution acted ao they did

. because of imowledge of previous history or becauso of their individual

backgrounds is duciod nocessary and profitable by the writer as we undorw
talo o study of this kind. -

Two terms that appoar quite often in this otudy are not too well=
Inowm or rocelving such usage in tuentioth contury writing, Thoy, thoroe
fore, romire definition, The worde arc "edict® and "totrarchiys An edict
ds "a public prac%:umt‘zon or decroe iscued Yy a sovoroign and having the
forco of o law,® Mﬂmﬂm?ﬁoﬂoﬁ’wmwmm
followod in rapid succossion®s  Tho othor word, “totrarchy,” is the
tornm used for the systen of governmont introduced by Dioclotian in 292
AJs A totroren is dofined as "a Ronan governor whoso jurisdiction oo
fmxbdovcrai‘omﬁ:partofapm."’ Under Dioclotian, howovar,
the axranrcrent woc  slightly different in that the entire expire was
divided among four neny and whilo ecach had his perticular area to rule,
the senlor Augucius, Dioclotian, was still the supromo authoritys All
this will be fiwther cxplained in Chaplor Threey but it io mentioned
hero cince the tera warrants explenstion provicus to usege in the thesis
propers Ono could soy that the word "totrarchy” hore has & meaning :

Se Woboterts lew Standard Diction

hin
6o Willian Be Me
Te Tiobsterts How
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somewhat poculiar to this particular peribdd in history, since the tera is
found used in other periods of Roman history also.

The area of time to be emrad in this thesis mgl of necessity be
linited to the reign of Diocletian hinself and ﬂle-! years following his
reign up to the Edict of Toleration issued by Galerius in 311 A. De o
To go any further would be to open an entire new fisld of study and defeat
the purpose of this paper. Of course, vhere it is necessary to refer to
an event or happening beyond the period from 28} to 311, montion. will be
made of sane, since only then can the reader receive a clear picture of
the implications of the persecution of Diocletian, his coregents, and his
immediate successors, as the title of this thesis states. The erea of
Constantine is of itself a topic vhich warrants a seperate siudy, and yet
gsince mch of the results and findings of our present study lead over -
directly into this period, reference will be made occasionally to that
Emperor and his reign. However, the coverage ofat.hia tenth persecution, -
“tenth in order, and of a ten years! duration,”  will be accomplished
by keeping within the period 284=311 A.D.

8. Philip Smith, The of the Christian Church the First
Ten Centuries, p.126«




IT, The Roman World Prior to Diocletian

Ythen we glanoeattlmnmanmﬂd!;xthammmead:\ngthe
accession of Dioclctian to the throney we find that it embraces almost
thoe entire arca of the Hediterrancan Fa';rlﬂ. From Britain and Gaul in
the Vest to Palestine and Asia Mnor in the East, in addition to the
northern part of the continent of Africa, the Romen systen held swaye .
And then with the death of Aurelian in 275, which was lamonted by the
porulace, conditions in government and politics took on a serious nature.
The army, because of its presi'.:lga and contimal eonquest; was a great
inflvence in matiers politicale The senate; on the other hand, accustomsd
to being o power toward directing-affairs of state and made up of the
leading citizens of the empire, resented this mta;'famme of the army
in the affairs of the'covarmnul".. A crisis, therefore, was imminent.

Upon the death of Aurelian the Scnate rofused to name a successore
The arny, however, insisted, and yeb for aloost six months there was no
raler upon the throne. Fipally, the aged Taoitus becaze the choice,
and he desired to docline the offer but Ws Get by the insistonce of the
Semate and was forced to accept. The senate had gained a victory and
also ropained soms of thelr formor rights, sme of which wore to nams
onaoftheirmmgrmtoﬁfﬂee,todstemimﬂwmdﬂﬂm
dm,,mwmmmmﬁﬁ&m“ﬂwmm.w
give force to tho edicts of the emperor, and to have some authority with
_ regard to the question of financese

RITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCURDIA SEMINARY

~ST. LOUIS. MG
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Tacitus repelled the Alani-Scythian invasion during his reign, but
his occupancy of the ruling chair was of short duration, for six months
and twenty doys after being mado emperor, Tacitus died.

This untizely doath was not lamented by his brother, Floriams.
Instead he irmediately usurped the purple, remaining in possession of ity
however, for the chort spzec of three months. For as soon as Tacitus passed
&y s Probus, a goneml.:m:m the Zast, stepped upon the scene. It wasatt
long bofore his famous past of splendid service was publicized, and he
was proclaimed Cmperor of the Roman World., Reigning for six years,
Probus monaged to restore psace and order to every province of the Roman
World, This was domo, of course, with the assistance of able lieutenant-
gencrals, souc of whom were Carus, Diocletian, Eaximian, Constantius,
Galerius, Asclepiodatus, Annibalisms, and 2 host of others. Perhaps
the most important service of Probus vas the deliverance of Caul from
Bonosus and Proculus in the closing years of his reign. Peace was es-
tabliched with the vanquished nations of Cermany, and many of the captlve
barbarians were soattered throughout the empire, a plan vhich for the
most part proved suceossful and yeb also yielded some disappointzenise.

The revolt of Saturnimis in tho Esst and some troubles in the West
demendnd quite some attention frou the emperors and more than once Probus
folt that it was elmost too much for ome men to kesp control of the
world emnive. This is an :Inbaz‘esﬁnd observation, especially in view of the
fact that Dioclstian's plan of reorganization has been thought of as
having come about as a result of that emperorfs desire to insure the
peace of the empire against such uprisings and troubles.
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Cn' the occzsion of his triwghal entry into Rowe Probus exhibited
himezelf 25 2 men begiming to considor himself as a kind of indispensable,
unconquerable individnzls While military discipline was less cruel than
wnder Aurclian, nevertheless, Probus maintained a discipline that was
strict, rigid, and c;nmc'bg, But the army proved to be dissatiafied with
their ermeror, and the desire by Probus to do away with the army vhen
peace was commletely ostablished on:l,v hastensd them along in their plan
to remedy the situationy Az a rosult of a mabiny by the soldiers; Probus
met death, with ons thousand swords being plumged into his bosoms

The man %5 succesd Probus was his Prastorian Praefect, ons Carus by

“name, who wes about sixly yeers of age when raised to the position of
emparors And with his clevation the authority of the Senate cxpireds
Carus was nut into offico without the consideration of the Semate. With
the advent of Diocletian the Senale was pushed even further into the baclke
ground as wwill bs noted later one
" Porsia, snce again on tho march end waging wer in' the Eist, made it
necessary for Carus to asoume the responsibility of crushing their
advance, Just before hie loft for the East he namd his tam sons, Cerdms
and Muzerien, ac Ceesors, and delegated the most power to Carimss
Succoss was expéricnced by the Romin forces at first in the Persian Var
but the death of Carus Gispélledﬂ:epredﬁtiwsoffurtherclm
conquestsa ;

Bumerian and Carimms succeeded their fether, Carims rosaining in -
Rome and Tumerian going to the battlefront to take over the leadership
of the arzy. Vhen lumerian, therefore, directed the retreat of what



was & victorious arsy, the Persians were pussled st such direction and
1eadership, so much that the retreat was not particularly hindred.

Carinus, a vain, indulgent person, who is reported to have had
nine wives, meemwihile reigned at Rome, putting into office all kinds of
reproachful characters, and making his adainistration one of merit cnly
in so far as history could relate its uncommon splendor and poets could
write of the pleasures and entertaimments that were all too prevalemb.

Rumrﬂandisdthringtheretmotmtmopsfrmrersia,aﬁdit
was then that the generals and tribumes of the army selected onme Diocles,
who was then commender of the imperizl body guards, to be the emperors
This incident will be discussed more in detail in the next chapter, as
well as the death of Numerian, Garimsmbda_uth,aaanmltofhu
dabapchem.slifamthemrmemyothum.’

Thus it was that the political situation in the Roman world as
Diocletion received the reins of.conbrol m_om necessitating i.med:labe
attention, A disgrumtled Scmate, a mutinous, quick-acting army, and
mmim@mﬂmmmmthemﬁmm
membimdtocmsethematmmwﬁlofwtobaonhia
guard and alert in divecting the affairs of administratiom.

It may bo of mote to mention here that Eusebius, the Greek historian
matmism;mmmhwﬁmmmm
Diocletians _

shurelian, therefore, after a relgn of six years, was suscoodsd by

to the reign of
B.Faamdataﬂdmeombdﬁemm%mrgﬁ

Diocletian consult Edward Gibbong Ihe
the Roman Empire, Vol.l, Chapter Zils PPe -




Probus, and he held the government the same mmber of yoars, when he was
succeeded by Carus, together with Cariamus and Numeriams. These again
did not contirus three full years, when the government devolved on Dio=
cletian; and those aubséqmnb:vaamhtedwithhﬂm‘m

Econoxically the Romen world was in a state of crisis. Coinage was
varied, and taxation was cansing havoce Reform was w;'we- The
dm-uvedmi@sofmammmmdeémmm.
next to impossible, for cach emperor struck commemorative coins to-his
1liking, Taxes of varying degrees were made nacessary both by the continme-
ous waging of war and the mainterance of a large subsidized army, and the
style of living to vfnichmmvorthamrursaccuswéd thenselves. This
eltuation affocted the axisting pagen societys “During the secand helf of
ﬂwthirdcentm,rﬂzﬂnﬂm@misﬂmﬂhumhﬁamlid&bﬁngitsposi—
tion after the poreecution and increasing its membership, pagam culis, it
wﬂdseea,mmsurrumgmwmmemmmemm
mmrshadmithwtimmmwmmem&ﬁligim,andfhﬂ
1iberality of private citizens was pan:mad.' Yor was this a situation
centered in ons localitys. Far'theevidenceor:lnscriptiomtenaus];he
mmmmmmmmmswmmw

There were two distinct groups in Roman socisty: Christians and
Ppagans. Ascanbea:q:ectedeaohoi’theaehadmomnbpaﬁa. In the

u. H.H mm. & T ‘. Gam! “J'/‘ s
W,Mm&, tharlesmrbh,andﬂnnﬂs, 3.y VOLel2y P-Ol¥.




Roman set-up you were usually born into a certain class and remained
there. But with the Christians there was mo particular sttemtion paid
%o whether one was rich or poor, clave or free. Thic trait of the
Ghristians to scceph any comsr to &n equal fooking was foreign to the
pagan mind, Henco the Pagan Roman held stedfastly to his recognized
way of doing things. He couldn't see it any other way, and yot his system
lacked somsthing, sonethingwhich would stop ite rapid decline. "This de-
cline of paganisn vas the ciurch's opportunitys doctors, lawyers,
rhetoriciens- the representatives of the culture of the day- were joining
the Christien commmity. lany were, however, still repelled by the
prejudice of the educated against the wulgar sizplicity of the style of
the Christian Scriptures: in a world where literary form and verbal
elaboration were so‘ﬁ@lymdﬂmmmmgnﬂadas
Ybarbariens} ignorant follk, («,a-.gcmm), completely lacking in the
d‘lﬂmsa:ﬂgraeasofcivﬂimdufe..n It was a situstion like this
that caused literary works to appeare If the culture and society of the
Roman world could be revived many felt that socially the situation in
the empire would be one easily handled, For the culture of the world
was finding its place among societye Both the Spagan and Caristian
shared a common pppreciation of the lagacy of the pasts they were
diyidadomybyreugjmorbyaﬂlﬂosophym'ns itself essentially
ﬂlii:_ious."m -
During the latter half of She third century the Roman state showed
1Mﬂimmmmmm,mmm-mwmm

E’ mﬂ.. 906530



N mmmswra erected., "In Rome itself, hetmthamtbnrsto!

o <19

responded to 'I.r.he positions of honor offered to them. While it was not
general, military service ab this timo was forbiddem. TYet "there must
nmmmrmmmmmummwm&uuortm
Frpire whon Diocletian cane to the throme. And in the 1ife of the
mmicipalitics Christians no longer sought to live apart from their
pagan neighbors: they held office as mumicipal senatorsy apparently, to
Judgeﬁ-muecmmofumcmmuozmﬁn,twmmmam
to mnicipal pricsthoods.?

[Since we are primarily interested in the religlous situstion in Eho
Roman world prior to Diocletian we shall now turn our attention in that
direction. Chrisbienity had come to be a Troliglo 1ioita® with the  decemed
accession of Ganiems,ﬁndapariodofforw;vaarsofperrectpeaee,
extending eishicen years into the reign of Diocletian, followed. There
was one inconsiderable exception at the time of Aurelimn. That emperor
attemnted to remew hostility near the end of his reign but was asszssinzted
before he signed the decrees or hefore the decrees had been sent through 2
the provinces, e T affiras, "alliems (260-260) gave 2™
peace to tho c.&mhmm,mmmmm{;mmwua
religio licita. #And this cala contimued forty years.® iChristianity,
Guring a1l this time, was not only perfectly free, 1tiasglsowﬂr
W" 2 There were many Christians in public office, and many — -

19
the Dibclet'lan persemm, thore were no less than forty churches;®

‘3 15 Ibid.. p.660. ,
ﬂ B eit‘!m. of the Christian m’ VM' P+63.
W’ 1oc. cit.
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0
ﬂﬂ'aspeethrtﬁmnppemdmtnbh. Bat the situstion had

mta]:aaysbeen'b!ms M:gthefhstwbwmmmtymthmghb
ormemlyae"ommpoiammﬂﬁﬂmfmﬂumt,ﬂnﬁuﬂ-
Mmﬂaerofqueerandrewlt!mcﬂts.a memm—
'Mh:ﬂymﬂm&rﬁmshﬂmﬂofthﬂmmld"ﬂ Then
ﬂthﬁwmwwntmmim.mmasmtomtaform
gwdoftheutatc,oﬂytomﬁm,uiththnbﬂrthorthethhd
qntw,.mwmaa\wmmdummm@-'
posing the new faith. Hany wore the attacks against the Christian Chmrch
and its sacred books fosteredlvth:le mtivelynswphase&mugm
knomn as Teo-Flatonimm, with ite desire of reconciling the teachings of
Plato and Aristotle with oriental conceptions. Grad;mlla'; however, the
RmStatelerdt'wochﬁaﬁammmmeetotmsutehrbas
was g0 choracteristic of the conservatism of the state 'bhemp:lzed.iﬂ
m‘bpassarvraliavﬂngact.aa "T!msitmthatmnaslataasths
ﬂrsthalfofthethizﬂcantmy,uhmmdhutuorutmleatm
mchasme.:haqmsuggaabadthegodsmangeredwlthm,tha
mmtmammmwmmmsmmmmu

the wreth of an outragod Heaven, and then it 15 the attitode’of the 2h e o

mmmrmmsmmﬂwofmmmu
Tt 43 the middle of the third centuryy at the time of Decius, before the

20' Thid.y pe U8T7s

S ey P T L oo G
22. Ibm.sr Ops CiGey P
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situation changes. Then the state resumes its policy of repressionm,
that initiative in repression having been asswmed by the people prior
to this time,

SHBotween the Roman State and the Christian Church there had stood
no greater obstacle to reconciliation than the worship of the ecmporer « « «
The pagan could not understand the Christian objection to this tribute
of respect o tho ruler of the Roman world-the Christian refusel puzzled
and Irritated meny a well meaning Roman governors :ltae-!sdtoh:lm;u
to larcus Amlins,apemrsaobatimqy.“zs Here we see amother factor
of agitation in the religious situation. Vhile peace was.being enjoyed
by the Christien Circh, mevertheless, the pagan system of worchip wos

* seeking. an opportunity to suppress onck and for all this threat to its

existence and control of the religions situation in the Roman world.

E. C. Goltmllmhasthefomiﬁgobmwthem=
"They are o third or a now race religiously, as almost all the early
Christian writers in;aist,becmﬁwprofessammlig:lonthsbis
stinsuishod fron Jodalsm by thetr falth in Jesus es Ussish and dis-
tinguished from polytheism by their monotheistic inheritance from Judaism.®
And because this was the case, this sams author can mke the further
statement: “mcomeptofthethirdm,ofthechﬂsumasamand
Mmmmdmmmm'ummofmummmﬂ
the first fow centruiesy it was also the victory that overcame the world.®

« Toid., pe 658, '
i-m,bga&;gcolmn, reactions sgainst Christianity in

o Binen Sopirer, i Bviroienta Tastors in Giriskisn istery, N,
Spinka, and Willoughly, cdey Pe Ofe

27 Ib:ld.. Pe T1e
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T"Docletian indeed came to the throms of the Ronen world which pre-
gented hin with the tash of esteblishing unity in the affairs of the
state, security in economics, and lasting peace in matters religious, and
of doing so immediately. The religious situation, vhile it seenmingly was
existing anid peaceful surroundings, nevertheless,rested upon several
foundations which were violently opposed to one another in teax:h:lng_and
in practice. The following quotation from A Bistory of the Church by
Philip Huches provides a fitting sumary to the Roman Vordd and religion
Just prior %o Diocletian:

g the third ;:antury drew to its close the old State rcligion and
the philosphical deism drew together in opposition to the object of their
. common hatred. Popular feeling there was in plenty to expoit against -
the Christiens, a tradition shich drew some element from cvery rank and
class. - Tt noeded tut the opportmmity and the vast coalition would move.
That opnortunity none could create but the Emerory The moment caze
vhen he was won over; and the long peace ended, suddgg-lh in the greatest
of all. persecutions, That Emperor was Diocletiand®




Ty

IIT. The Era of Diocletian

With the stage set for the last of the great persecutions of the
Christians it is only proper we turn our attention to the =en who were
either larzely responsible for the persecition itself or active during
the time of its execution. Tn the period of cur study eix men are more
noticeabls than any othors, with Haxentius,; Licinius, and Constantine
also playing ninor roles. These latter three will be referred to when
nececsary later in this papere For the present we are concerned with
the parts played by Diocletian, Vaximian, Galerius, Gonstautius, Severus,
and Vaximin Daia., To acquaint the reader with each of these men by
reans of = bricf biogrephy and remarks seems to the writer the best way

of introducing cach to the readers

/Tirst and foremost it is Diocletian who steps before us for
recognition. 2XAs emperor (he reigned from 28!;-325):‘119 took for his

full name Gaius Aurclius Valerius Diocletianuss before ascending the

throne, however, it is of note that ™iis f£irst name Diocles, taken fron
the city wherc he was bornm, Dioclea in Dalmatia. Buwmm
same name agc the citye. After his accession to the empire, to give his

30

nams a moro Romen form, he called himself Diocletiams ingtead of Diocles."

['Born of humble parentage, "his parents having been slaves in the faxily of

o ®Diocleti Britammica, fourtcenth edition, VII; 393.
;g- -;o?an B;tmizh‘i’ T end laxinian®, in The =

Lives of the Roman Emperors, J Ee Heods edes Yol Sy Pe 10«




393,

w18

. . 4“
; Amlims, 2 Roman Senator,®  Diocletian cntered this world in 215 A.D. -

His rise to fame was sinilar to that -of many other emperors in that it
came ‘about. through service in the army.' He worked himself up to top
position. From service in minor outposts in the province of Gaul under
Lm]im,md“asmhﬁoeahmcam;hfmhmeﬂm o
totheeumndoftham'abo@gmﬂ';szbmwmﬂﬂtﬁ_
can be said that "in the person of Diocletian, the Emperor of Rome be-
anOrientallbmrch."” mmﬁmmmm
Yhe had also held the office of consul«® But despife all his military
experienco his-ability as a soldier was average. Diocletian was no oute-
standing warrior, Yet it is correct to say "he had a sound kmowledge of
the requirements of the army and a good eye for the larger aspects of
Mtegy.ss Aadthistalmxbdﬁmvaotnﬂh!ntbehhradﬂnism-
tivepolicieaofthiamm

It was after the death of Numeriams that Diocletian was chosen
emperor by the troops returming from Persia, at Chalcedon, on Septe 17,
281:-36 Tumeriems had succeeded his father, Carusy (as was discussed in
Wn)andmremmmamﬂththnreﬂim'm,inthe
m!ghborhoodofmmm,hammwinmm. Thngamrah
without, troubiling themselves about Carims; (the other som), elected cme
of their own mmber in the place of Humerian, and it was in this vay that

30; FoakoonJackoum, The History of the Giristisn Gureh to A.D. L6,

‘Pe 830
32, H. Yattingly,” "The Inperial Recovery®s in The Camhridge inciemt

Cook at. d.’ “&. Vol ]2’ Pe
) {] d.t.. p. 209
. l!. Matt Q_._g_., P 32he

3% Wisrettant, Wuwﬂmmﬂ-




=19~
|

Diocletian, commender of the imperial guard (comes doresticarum), was. .
raised to the throne (Sept. 17, 281;).!37 That there was some color to
this scene W f£ind when we look at the account of Arthur Mason, who has
mdé &n extensive stedy of this very poriods We quote ia part the yersion
he gives.as {o vhal took place after the death of I'meriams.

fArrius Aper, preloct of 'the Praetorians, had been canvassing to
succeed his son~in-lmr whenever the vacangy should occury.and had been
actually giving the orders during the young Brperor's illness. « . He
was now brought in chains before = cowrt-martial at Chalcedon. Diocles,
(such was Diocletian's name whils he was yst a subject); who presided in
this council, had been Frefect of the corps vhich guarded immediately the
Buperor's nerson. « o Apor was his most foraidable rival. « + Lifting
his cye: to the sun-(the enblen of divinity) Diocles protested his om-
innocence,—n clear indication that Aper had endeavored _1-.6 asperse it-
and then pronouncing solemnly, as if on his own personal Imowledge, that
the prisoner was the surderer of Kumerian, he exocuted the sentemce of,
death upon hin with hiy owh handy~ & clear indicationthat: Aper could
have proved his charga.“BB i '

A gimilar opinion es.to Diocletian's hastening this act of justice
15 fownd in Foakes- Jacison vhere one.veads: "ithout entering into any
investigation, vhich might have implicated others and perhaps himselfs,
Diocletian, e::claiuing, "This is the murdever,® plmaﬂhis mrﬂ into
ﬂpﬂr's breast." 5 '

37 Louis Duchosne, Ear of the Christisn Church, Vole 25 Pe 2.
38.!-!asou,Pe:.-se::ut.’ﬁm:lg%’ﬁlT Pe 3e .
39. Foakes- Jackson, ops Gbrs Pe B2




The reason Aper was the victinm of this hasty Judgent cam perhaps .
be traced to the prophecy of a certain Droidess who had foretold that
Diocletian would someday be Emperor. This was to happen after he had
killed the hoer, Apor, and since "it is chatacteristic of Diocletisn that
. all through his lifetime he believed hinself to be the object of a
special cdestiny, wose_mklngammuma discoverable in advance,®
1t15undersbandableﬂvhemmdodtoggtinanmmehaamm
above. Diocletian was about thirty-nine years of age vhen he was pro-
ch:lmdenpsror.hl

4g this study progresses the reader shall have ample opportunity to
become betier acquainted with Diocletian as Emperor and as individualy
and hence not uoomchofhisliﬂoandnipvﬂlhamnbwatthis
prosent tire, Generﬂchmcteria‘biuandMiﬂmhmdaﬂ
thispo"nts!:waoncauahmmvadhhthemﬁehmmmﬂmam
Wﬂﬂl@ddﬂ,ybetak:nlv’thmvmmmmuhulﬂe
!alatiw-to:hhepersemﬁm. Tt must be kept in mind that this chapter
and these few paragrephs are to give a somevhat clear picture of the Era
of Diocletian, - : : B U

History remembers Diocletian as ':Imims. covetous, ostentaticus,
and arrogant,” "To his contemporaries he was an object of intemse
&dnimtion, tinged with a certain uneasiness and distruste It was cer-
tainly by divine favow that he had been elected by the army. He was a
notabile persinality, wise and subtlo, buty withal, & san sho would

ho. Yason, Persscution of Diocletian, pe ks
——r—uz——"w

!‘2. ’ 2. ClUep p.
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satisfy how ovm aeverityﬁzmﬂa leaving its cost in wnpopularity to be
paid by his assistants.”  Diocletian was a man of spending and rather
of an avaritious nature. As Lectantins remarks, Diocletian had fa certain
endless passion: for building. « ¢ Here public halls, there a circus,
here a minty, and there a workhouse for making implements of warg in ons
place a habitation for his empross, and ‘another for his daughter."hh

The m:-:::; lziocletian was the possessor of a-"far-seeing and comprehen=
sive n:lnd“,bb and this will become apparent as his plan for roorganiza~
tion of the Erpire unfolds in the succeeding pages. With his manifeste
tion of cnergetic statemanship he "indeed gave his -govermment a somswhab
Oriental charactcr."' For if ever a man was superstitious and-foud of
pomp and circunstancey this Emperor was of such a kinde Grandeur was a
vitel part of his cot-up, Tard it is Tecorded that Caligula, Domitian,
audl)ioclct_an mmtnmmmrsmdewtobestymm
et deus. “ i Of a decpotic nature and with an extremsly auperstitious
nind (vhich will be dealt with later because it enters into the dis-
cussion of the causes of the persecution); Diocletian folt the nsod of
exhibiting the splendor of the sovereign and of exacting the loyal
Teverence of those who came under the jurisdictlon of the-Roman eagle. :
For & furtubr consideration of this, Arthur lason!s reuaris are of note.
Concerning Diocletian am'grazieéu- he writess

ﬁ: He l.attinglar EB. ci'l'n; Pe 35- 1ch:the o ', iny
Ante-liicone Fatbera Bobarta and Domldm, ed.y Yole VII; Do 303

Wu Po

h?c n:’ 4 Sponea—Jonea. ﬂle my Christians :hlm, Ps ll2. note 1.
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"He was himself susceptible in a high degree of the express-
ions of artistic order and of grandewr, and he knew =en well
enough to see how strong is the love of pomp even in the
proudest minds, He was aware that men's fear hatred of rit-

and
ual is the strongest tritute to its efficacy. And he made
a bold use of this power. The Emperor is no longer, as in
the time of Carus, a simple soldier seated barcheaded on the
grass “o rcceive a foroign ambassage. Every theatrical effect
is used to inculcate the grandeur of the throne:- the whole
arny look on with awe-struck eyes, while a Cassar, clad in the
imperial purple of Rome, is forced to expiate his fault by
marching a nile on foot before the car of the incensed
Augustus, The plain titlo of an Tmperator conveyed no adequate
notion of the majesty of a Diocletiant= it was but the highest
dignity of a decayed Italian towm. The Lord and Master of the
world assumed a stylo which express hin better; — Sacratissimus
Domims loster. The word was 2ll the better in the opinion of
Diocletian for being abominable to Roman ears: for Diocletian
had broken with the narrow traditions of a Romen rule. L'etat
clest moi. The mightiast general, the most venerable semator,
nisht no longer drew neor his divino Mmen with the old familiar
erbrace of a fellow Roman. He had sssumed, together with the
diaden 211 the other observances of the Persian Gourt. Those
vho would approach him (if theiwraik and if their tmsiness
werranted the favor) approached through many circles of guards
an eumuchs, until at last with their forcheads touching the®
ground they bowed before the throms, vhere in rich vestments
from the far Bast, sat the wily Dalmatian scrive.® 1,8 :

In concluding this brief biography of the Emperor Diocletian let it
be known that the diccussion of his.role in the persecution, his activi~
$1es during his memorable Toign, his sicimoss and ebdication, and the
Wmmmhmsmmmmmmmumm
hﬂaesrm@ectimpueosmthum,md;ummmmof
thndofthoughtatpraaen‘bwhokatthemthofmochﬂan.
Hmmmmopmmmgmnmmﬂmmmdasaiamm
“hiﬂmbandordnetom:hn'almaeaism‘bgemmm But
for the mpoggimgmpmmusml_:atthamm-as
found in seversl sources. FPhilip Schaff attritutes his desth to suicids.

L8. Yason, The Persccution of Diocletian, pe =15,
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"Diocletian retired into private life in 305, under
the curse of the Christiansy he found greater pleasure in
planting cabbages at Salona in his native Dalmatia, than in
governing a vast empire, but his peace‘was disturbed by the
tragical misfortune of his wife and daughter, and in 313, when
all tho achievements of his reign were destroyed; he destroyed
himself." 9 And again in Schaff, "Diocletian had withdrawm
from the throne in 305, and in 313 put an end %o his embitter-
ed life by suicide.” 50

Lactantius, a contemporary of Diocletian, gives this dramatic ac-

count of the end of the Emperor: '
UTossing to and fro, with the sonl agitated by g_'i.af,

he could neither eal nor take rest. He sighed,

and wept often, and incessomtly threw himself into various

postures, now on his couch, and now on the ground. So hg,-

vho for twenty years was the most prosperous of emrerorsy

having besn cast down into the obscurity of a private statiom,

treated in the most contumelious manmer, and campelled o ab-

hor 1ife, becane incapable of receiving mourishment, and,

worn out with anguish of mind, expired.”-51 i i

Tt is interesting to note how lactantius is prome to paint Dioclstian
as a vicious personality, and we catch this thought in the abové. In
succeeding references .t.his characteristic will be more readily moticed.
Fason informs us that Diocletian, "that venerable man vho bad been the :
maker of so many princesy and survived so many reigns,®  died in 313

AC D, He further addss

whom he admired and loved with almost a childlike simplicity,
because they professed a religion in which he saw no harm.

19« Schaffy ope cltey Vola 25 Pe Tle:
£0. Thid., Vel 5; po 11, footnotes
m' . eito,‘ P- 317. 333

: 52: lason, Perse of Diocletian, p.
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the best neans of escaping from a difficulty, which, if his
advice had been followed, would nover had occurred: and .

when he had given his still wise ccunsely not only was it osten=
tatiously rejected, but the shaneless persoms whom he had
raised to distinction affronted hin with the offer of a

croom. And as his hairs grew greyer, ant his years entitled
him ‘o 2 sbill desper veneration his sorrows had increasedy

and the insnlts he was: compelled to brook were tmltiplied.® 53

These sorrows and insulis were the more 'eﬂ'ect'iva in the latter years
towards destroying the will and resistancs of Diocletim, for they came
as a result of the treatwenrt of his wife and daughter,; and the refusal
to grant his pless for their safe return and the better treatment of
their persons. And so I'ason attribtutes all these factors to hastening
the death of Diocletian, a death in his opinion, which came as a rosult
of & sort of self-destruction. He ur:l'b.es:

“Broken with sorrow and shams; insult, sickness, and old
age- and (as some say) seized once more with that mental malady
wiaich cares had bofore brought upon himy=- Diocletian gave up
even the decire for life itself. It did not-require much
violence to drive the spirit from the worn body. Diocleiian re-
fused o touch the food which was served hinm and he died.® Sh

History rcmberstha reign-of Dioclstian as one which was uniquey
éynemic, and enduring in meny respectse Perhaps one of the best eulogies
that can be fomnd about the man Diccles, the Emperor Diocletiam, is that

which here follows:

"The verdict of history on the character and achisvemont of
Diocletian has on tho wiols been' favoreble., He vindicated
-thamjestyofnomandéarﬂadherammmmm&o.
every quartcr of the Empire. Berahnﬂtmit:::onm‘w“
foundations and gave her under changed forms ]aaseﬂm

1ife cntime ingenious system of
, e s to vhich his predscassors

! ! the N .
" had sggcnmhp_df.s 'He .established a nmew basis of mﬁ which
L] m Do 31]1.
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finally eénded militeary anarchy. His one conspicuous failure

lay in his religious policy which ngy be contrasted with what
Constantine achleved. Bub nothing loss than a desp change of
heart could have twrned Diocletian from his immate conserva=

tism and love of the old religion to a frank acceptance of the
new, and for such a change he was too old. Constantine cans
to.the %agk in the freshness of youth, .and he had Diocletimm's
fallure vefore hin as a guide and as a warning. Here, as.else—
where, it was given to him to complete the work that Diocletian
had begun. Bub the Pmpire had cause to be thankful .for Dioclatian, ”
as one 'worn for the good of the state.t He had served Roms
loyally eccording %o the light that was in him, and had fulfilled.
the tasks vo which he had set his handg he was abls to commit

the burden of the Empire to a system of his own-and to carry
into rotirement the love and admiration of his subjects. It

is a wonderful nath that leads From Diocles, the lowborn-frecdzan
to Diocletian, 'Tovius)] 'felicissims semlor Augustus! Even-if
much of his tuilding collapsed in that fatal crash he had fore-
seen,' t;g'-e was that in his work that had the quality to en-
d“m %

That such a glowing tribute can be paid to Diocletian will be shown

e

as we contlimo %o stndy his reign and persecution in the succeceding
pages.

Yaxinian (236-305), an old friend and countryman of the Emperor, was
called to bo a gharer in directing the affairs of state in 286, His 30b
was {0 be larpgely supervising the zilitary phases of the administratiom.
For although Diocletian had experienced a successful career whilo in
mitm'yéerviceheuasmgreatw- Tt can thus be assuwved he was
lmvnfhisdeficminthiaraspectand'mtthathemédadm
Mmm“mmupamaormmingm%mdormmu
and yet willing to act in cbedisnce to himself.t At any rate Maximien
was elevated to the position of full Augustus, Wpound to his benefactor
by mo other laws of subordination than thoss which gratitude and good

55. H, Hattingly, ope cit., pp-
56. lason, M—————-—-—’ P20
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faith would snsae"t-"m Vorking ‘mlth Dincletian, Yezrinien looked on hin
“withaquamtly'\mcrs itim:afearand:ﬂdhisﬂctoriaa‘ « o at the
feot of the elder soverc@."sa And wo dﬁl‘l. soe shortly tho cvents
that trans-p.‘rﬂ Guring the reign of thase tnu 'headmpemrs" which gave
Haximian opportunity to be active in n...'l.i:l’.aristic opera:l‘-ims-

Laxim.annasbomin?mmnﬂn, naarswm,ofpamnbsofwryman
condition, and his education was ansmable to his b:l.rbh: and his ignore
ance was so great and notorious, tha.t a pansgyrist, citing before hin
the exploits of Scipio Africams, and extolling h':l.m for nob having
imitated thenm, does not ucr@h to express his doubt whether ilaximian ‘
B loa fnara of thems ¥

Yot much cmbeasmmﬁummctmmmmmsasmw
muam“umlmmmmmmwmm life a
clmmisa soldicr, rustic, violent, pexfidious, cruel, brutally dnbmched."
He was a comrade of Diocletian mthemeaudmamamnpawthe
Senior#ugustusalongthepathofa&uimateringto«naﬂmnnorld. Pern-
haps not, a clever statesmam, butm-ta.myanobedisub co-trorker, !
Yaxindan was made especially happy at thetimsofthepubucatimofthe
edict imguratingthepersamtim,becwehecoﬂdtmseeﬂlebhodshed
and human miseryy and.mwmgappeﬂsdtomma_sasmmandm;w
did, In this respect Uaximian was a ruler with the wrong kind of rpirit,

even as i‘ason c:ncludes:

Elacn, Tho Persocution of Dioclatian, p: 2.
5 m@l‘, EE- Gitc’ Ps hj-

. Ibzid., De
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_ ™lig passions were so emtirely beyond the comtrol of Judge-
mont that not even the hostaeges,; whom subject natioms had placed
beneath his care; were too sacred for his rapacious hands. And

by the inmate kinship of wickednoss,; he was bloodthirsty beyond

the rm even of his savage countrymen. His cruelty was not like

the cruelty of Galerins, sprung from religious fanaticism, impelled

warmngepﬂhatmd,emloyadﬂthnmmuigammm-

pose. lawinian was cruel for cruslty's sake, BDlood was his

Iuzary. The intelligence that Diocletian had at last comsented

to a general persecution mst have thrilled him with an intense

delisht; for his wulture like imstinct told hin that the busi-

ness could never be transacted without a sumptuous feast of

blood." 61 ’

During his stoy upon the throne laximian proved to be an able assist-
ant to Dioolobicn in mamy respects end this will be noted in later- peges
aatherea!arfoumfsﬁwescapﬁqaotﬁesammﬂtibetmmﬂafw
the establishront of the Tetrarchy, and during the early years of perse-
cution: Of course, the abdication of Diocletiam, and the resulting like
act of Maxinian, didn't make the latter Emperor auy too happye He had
bemfondofhigliﬁmdtolayaaﬁafhepuplemanhm]yoﬁethﬂmh:,
him - horedom through inactivitys 'Hiatmntsmdimlinatéigmm i
all for an active life: retircment for him meant st._agw_bion."‘, i

Yore than once Naxinian attemsted to Tegain his foruer position
after abdicating, and his departure from his normelly loyal way of service

tothsﬁ:gemniucletianuwghtoﬂydeaﬁ,andmmmum

-hheﬁwdmtmmmtmmboaMiﬂimgu
. described by Vasons

ta;r'ned “in to Gaul, There he had already mads ome abtempb,
&nﬂng%stmtim'smmﬂm.hmmthem

61. Yason, Persecution of Diocletian, Ppe 149-150.
62. ¥att > T oy Do o *




=20

which in all probability at Carmuntum, he had been compelled
a.sgcond time to doff: but the attempt was but a fiascos
Constantine had returned in haste, and driven Maximian into
Harseilles, and while the old man stood on the town wall
ghowering down cursos on his sone=in-law, the tommspeopls had
_~opened the gates behind hin, and surrendered him to justice.
That time, howevery he had found btut mercy. Constantine made
them unfrock him, and gave him a lecture and.his lifes But in
310 larimian was guilty of a more criminal design. Calling
hic deuyrhtery; be cndeavored to cajole her into a plot against
hor husband's life. It was agreed that Fausta should not kill
the Emperor with her own hands, btut ensurc to Haximian a facile
access to the apartment, where he was to conduct the affair
himself. ‘hen all this was dome, the Empress, a better wife
than daughter, laid the plans before the imtended victin. On
the night agroed, the sentries were few and far between; bub
Yarinion, to mele all safe, acdosted them, showed who he wasy
said thati he had scen an evil dream which he mst tell the
Ermeror instently. He cntored the bedchamber, dagger im hand,
Plunged the ucapon to his satisfactiom into the breast of an
wnlucky cumuch vho had been doomed to occupy his master's
couch, and ac he was leaving the room in exultation, fell ine
to tho hands of Constantine and his armed { « <here was
glliossibﬂity of doefence, r::-d ht:w utoost t& could be ine
ged 1o the old man who years
dor in the world, was the liberty to adjust for himself the
noose in waich he was to hang.” 63

Lactantius records his death for posterity in the following brief

c+

account:

B4t last Maxinien obtained leave that the mammer of his
death should be ab his own cholce, and he strangled himself « « «
Thus that mightiest sovereign — who ruled so long with ex-
Oeﬂﬁinﬁglory,andwhocehmtedhishantiethamimm—
thusﬂmtmsthmghtymhadmmckmm,a.ndeﬁedhia
detastable life by a death base and ignominiocus. &

Gmrmmmammmmn.n.,mmmm:cwsum
Dioeletianalongwlthﬂonsbmﬁua,inmﬂamewiththemoftha
Senior Augustus for a fourfold division of the rule of the Empire.

' ; that
uGal Gﬂuﬂnavmmsmmmsamﬁwof
dﬂsbm:ﬁm south bank of the Danube, called Hew Daciay, ot

63. Masom, Persscation of Diocletian, ppe 297-298.
6k ILactentus, op. oits, Po 313
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sometimes Aurelian's Daclay whore his mothor had
fuge from tho inroads of the fierce Carpl who
- home in Wallachia, His youth was spent in pasturing
his native plainsy and by the malice
stuclk: to hin in his surname; Armentarius.- he came
wards into notoriety, with a bmrlesque exaggeratiom of
principle on which Diocletian and his colleague had assumed ths
awful names of Jovius and Herculius, he suffered it to be re=
ported that his mother had had intercourse with the great God
of Viary the father of Romilus,; and that his own birth was the
result. It was one of the many sad misfortunes of Valeriay

Dlocletiants daughter; to be condammed to the homours of his

bed, and to be tossedy like the Sibyl's sweet sop to Cexberus

9

i i
1
iy

¥

as a check to his turbulent ambition. This man was,

barbarians, brave and warlilke, and owed his position entirely

to these military gifts. There can be no doubt that Galerims

vas a very able general indeed, fully of the office of

Aurclisn and Corus to which he succeeded. He possessed also

those- other fine qualities, without which (*tis said) zo man

can be a good commander = fidelity and cbedience. lio other

“moral virtues can easily be ascribed to him.” 65 d
. Tn physical appearance Galorius was %f stature telly full of flesh,
mdmmntonhorrib]ahﬂktoemlanmtvmspaach,gews,
andlmks,hcma&ehimﬂi‘atmtoallthﬂtemmarhim.’ This
foreboding appearance only added to his terrible character. The role :
m&mmmamtmmmmmmmmwn,
Mithmmssmhmbmmm&"mmmm_tggmdnﬂt
amtimmmiwmasawfmmwmm,- - and
mmtmmwmmwﬂamgm Ha was
"yncompromising, merciless, and excessively ambitious,® vhich in time
made him the obaectof-attantunogfaepagmpw.ﬂmm seeking a
m'mmmwummmmum,chutd

which, was victory over the Christisn Churche

65. Mason, Porsecution of Dio s PDe 53=Slie
“. I} (] LY 3 p‘. to
Ibid.

g: Mattingly, ope cites Pe 326
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As Casser, Gelerius proved himself able, and Diocletian must have
beamed with pride at tho thought that the nan he was grooming o succesd
him wos living up to e:.,_mctatima. Yet, 'ﬂmr.lctory over Narses was
glorious for the eupire, but fatal to Diocletian. It swelled the pride
of Galerius, o ook for 2; the pompous titles of Porsicus, Arczeniacus,
Adigbenicus .ond Yediacus.®  This pride grew within the breast of the
ruthless Cessar, and'Galerius, "forgetting samsthing of his old subservi-
ence to Dioclebizn, bogen bo force his clains and policiss on the
sendor &zgcror."w Salerins becane & prominent power behind the move-
ments of Dincletimn as early as 303 end vent on to recp 2 harvest ell
his cmm in tho yoavs Zollowing the sontor Agustus! abdication and tho
elevation o full suthority of this militeristic personalitys as will bte
shom, :

Tt in the doath of Galerius thet mow receives attention,.and it
is curious that Tuscbius proceeds to not only describe its horrid 00!2913-
remts, but olso give his reasons for such a. terrible end. He writes gon-
cerning Calerinss :

gt o a3, ey s P = i

bumor ammearod aboub the middle of the bodyy then 2 spongy fistula
in theso parts which mmagmmhxmmmaw its
wlcerations to the uizost part
imansemﬂtitudeofmms,hmoanmﬂmbhdubh-lm
efﬂmiamﬂsd,ashisuhohbodrbefmhu-ma‘w
masanoflﬂsgmbtw,hadbeenchmediﬁoanmas Vo mass
of fat, which then bocoming putridy exhibited

intolerable spoctecle to those that drew nears Soxe 5

of the physicians, totally umeble to endure the excessively
mmiwmn,mﬂmmw“mm
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penstrated s and they unable to give any relief
asspmgofsafm,am\mmmmmnmwin

"1ms. *tvms,thatahort]yat‘berthepabuoablonofﬁemof
Toleration in 311, Calerius mncmabed to th:ls d:'eadful disease.

'*hmtmﬂ olﬂnﬂcatﬂmwhnbm,thaobmcaemm
D:locletlm and 1 '“:::.J.an, research givas ]J.ttle information vhich will
halaus in f'o_m.,ane:rba_nmofhismmandcharacter,asm
possible in the cor's..deration of Dioc!at:lnn, Mmﬂ.an, end Galerinaa He
was installt.c. with Calerinsas(k.esar,!.uchl, 292 ADi Ast.rﬂdngtr:lr-
Meisphid%oﬂlasstatwmnbymctmbim,ﬂminrmﬁngabm
'E:pero*a, says; "L pass over Constantius; aprinceunlih the others,and '
mblv’aoh.m.udthesolegmmntofthsmirm“ﬂ E'hisramrkot
ammorurymlters}mdss—ngb.tmthefﬂm: “Elet!\srefm
has above his contenporary enpacmrs the advanl:age of being nob];r borne. EHe
ﬂﬂlﬂmﬁsesmmtomstofmwmmrmasﬁmbhm
ticas mmm,mm,m.wwmnmms;mghtm
happ:!mss of his poople; was regular in his mamners, MNSPBM virtues® .
Withac.zaractoro;thismmimitismﬂbrstmﬁwcmtmm
mave‘rsatonersecutiom Inateadofemrcingtheedicbstotholimit
hmmawe@mmmmm,mnmmﬂemdam

attitxc‘.ctum:ithe -nbjeelssoft?'.epersambimi Ee-msnotachrisbim

m cﬂlsa’ Iy eiti, Ps 326*
724 lactant i cm, :u 30k
\73-& Grevier,

Thd. Artbur- 3 me 376.
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disposition chowm towards the Chrictians in Britain, Spain, and Gaul, where
he reigned, may have been the result of his omm habit of "following only
the dictatos of rosson in mabters of mmﬁﬁ as liochein suggests,ibit
nsvertheless it is evident he followed a apecﬁ'.ic courss' in dealing with
Christions. "Thaoge Christians abowt his percon o ot stoadfast in
their faith, he %rested with opocial regard and confidencey it naﬂ:ng a
comzon romark with him, theb onc who has proved unfa:l.thfn‘.l. to his God, .
would be 5till less likoly to remain faithful to his prince « « « As he
could not, while a Caesar, show an open disregard to the edict that had
been issucd by the Augusti, he suffered the work of destroying the churches
toproeccd far onovgh to save appearances. In Gaul, where he usually re-
sided, the Christians enjoyed per!eet :I.‘l.berhy and quiet, while the perse=-
cutions rosed in other prav:‘nces.

Tho last'two con to bo introduced to the resder are Severus and
Yawimin Daza (somctires Daiz); the two Cassars appointed by CGalerius,
after the double abdicabion in 305 A.D. Doth men wore virtually wnknomn to
the Roman world, and their promotion to theposiﬂon of Cassar caws as a
surprise. Ii%ttlo con be discovered about Severus, except that ho was mth:!ng
more_then a pood soldior (although after mentioned as a "drunlen soldiern )
and at the time of the persecutiony bocguse of his hatred of thoe Christians,
an ardont, executive of the sdicts in Ttalys "Severus, ubo took the names
of Flavins Valerius, born in Tllyricum of cbscure parentago, had a way of

26, Joim Iaurence von Mosheim, Institutes of Ecclesiastical History
amim and lodern, Vol. 1’ Pe

7. Tr. Tngustus loandcr, Gensral Wistary of tis Ghrlstizn Beliclon

and Church, Vol. 1, De 1)50
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thinking as low as his birth. Fond of wine, of dancing, and of every othor
access of that m_.ml, he turned day into night ond night into dw,ww With
such a charactor, it is hardly surprising that Galerius would decide to
add hin to the authoritative circle of men shaping the destiny of the
Roman State.

~ Tho other parsonage clevated to the title of éaesnr under Galerius
was likewise en cnenmy of the Christians, Cajus Galerius Va.iaa.-!ns axininus
by neme. At first he governsd Egypt and Syria, and then after the death
of his wmole Galerius 4n 311 A. D. he made hinself mester of all the Asiatic
prov:i.mes.an Nuled within by cruslty and superstitiom, 't.gia ‘Tough bar=
barisn wes fcalled Maximimms to disgulse him as a Roman.” A nsphew of
Galerius, this fcllow when madg a Caesar "was then very young, void of
education, destitute of culture, retaining all the clomishness of h!.ga
country and birth, addicted o drunkemmsss, superstitious to excess.”
Like Calerius, 'Ta:dm was "the s;l.mpt!.e product of the wilds beyond the
fromtier, tarcd a 1ittle by the army, but hardly improved'from his crude
native harbarim.“as As for pereecuting the Christians laxinin proved to
hmtmrhkgmmcm,@mmnﬂamm of Just
and m? Proof of this is found in the writings of Lactantiuns, who
epeeks tims about this young Caesar: "But that which distinguished his
character, and in vhich ho transcended all former empercrs, was his desire

8
of debauching womon." :
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The role of this Cacsary vho had risen to & seat of dtportance fram
the baclground of & shophord’ me_,as in the groat persecution, znd his
comnection with the Edict of Galoriuo of 311-will be trested in the next
chaptere Tt reuains horo to complate the ploture. of latinin with a brief
reference %o his death. Idke tho other chief persecutors his.domise was
8180 of 2 dreadful naturq. DBver though Mason cxprossos the:opinton that
it is protalile thet Yaximin died.of nothing worse than a natural death,"%
3% is from Tactantius thot ome receives a more’ probable record of the de-
rarture fron this ecarth of this participant in the purge of the Christisms

_ab the bogiming of the Fourth.Century. The last yoars of laximin's life

had not “een peaceful or happys but full of migery and disappointrment. It
is with this in nind that Iactantius presants the following accomnt of
Faximin's death, which is supposed to have occured at Tarsus:

"nd in the anguish and dismay of his mind, he sousht
death as the only resedy of those calamities that God had
heaped upon him, But first he gorged himself with food, and
largo draughts of wine, as thosé are wont who believe that they
eat and drink for the last timey and so he swallowed poison.
However, the force of the poison, repclled by his full stomach,
could not immediately operate, but it produced a
ﬁsm&,mmblmgmmﬁﬂegegmmmnsamd g
., only that his sufferings might be more severe.
~Poison began to rage, and to burn uwp everything within him, so thet
he was driven to distraction with the intolerable paing and
during a f£it of frenzy which lasted four days, he gathered
handfals of carth, and greedily devowred it, Having
various and excrutiating torments, he dashed his forchead against
the wally and his eyes started out of their sockets. And
now, bocoms blind, ho imagined that he saw God; with His ser-
vants arrayed in white robes, sitting in judgment om hin, IHe
roared out as men on the rack are wonty and cxclaimed that
wbm,buhabhers,meguﬂW. In the end, as if ho had teen
racked into confession,-ho.acknowledged his omn guill, and
lavontably implored Christ bo have mercy upon him. Then,

L
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anidst groans, like those of oms turnt alive, did hs breatihe
out his guilty coul in tho most horribtle k:lnd. of death.® 87

The importance of the Era of mocm-.un lics chiefly in two phases of
the activity imitiated by the Enperor Diocletian: the persecltbicn of the
Ghrist_'_ns and the reor,gmﬂzation policy of Diocletian. Vhen cons:lder‘.'ing
the latter it is necessar:r to determine the origin and reasons for the
sntroduction of a new governsontel poligy in the first plece. Rom had
risen o unsurpassed heights in power and combrol. Tha boundaries ox-
tended to the vory linits of the civilized world. The Pax Romana had
been established with a high price in manpower and monies. Now, a de-
cided chanze in policy takes place, 2 chango vhich was to heve far reach—
ing effects and results.: lo longer was there simply one suprere head, ot
aux:lli.al r yulers in addition. Vo longer was there one 1@er:la1 rasidonceo
and rotimie, tut four ostablishnents each as splendid as the other. To
longer wos thes vnbridled revolts and mitiniesy; but a type of check and
balance sysien %o quickly remedy any- situstion prosented by an ﬁisina
in a particular quarber of the Empire. Aud all this can be attributed to
the plen of Diccletiem, inmgurated shortly after his sscont to the throne.
Dioclsbian cxtored upon @ rule over a State taat hed been zade grest
through military triwih. The predecessors of Diocletian hed, for the
most parb, been cspoble in this respect, and, ab the saus timo, sorely
lacling in aduinictrative ability. There were definmite pl‘ob].em to be
solved, homwr, bocause of this very fact. - "'ha position of thB Emperor
vas oftimos wncerbain. i‘hearvmmlmm“mm S
%0 the Sematorial governzemt would have been impossible, for the Bopira

87. -wm’ OE.. cit.., pl 3ﬂ0
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was no longer in any real sense Noman, .FIf the world was %o be delivered
from anarchy; and froz the cruel tyramy of the soldiers, thers was need
of threo grest lhings. The sovereignty must be displayed in its most im-
posim_,; groandeur; to clain the loyal mmee-o}:‘ its subjects. To defend
it from all risk of sudden .asse.ults, an apparent division of it was re-
quired, The succéssion must be mﬂé regular and well Imown bafarehand.'aa
Tt is probable that Diocletian was aware of the neturc of tho affairs of
state, Mthat he had, before he begen to rule, thought over the ways and
reans o hecoms master for the good of that critit;al situation. %This
need 1ot dmply thet he must have come to power with a plan of reorganiza~
tion slreacy fully worlod cub, bub he may have hady in comnection with
tendencies vhich had become apparent earlisr, a goal before his cyes,
'Ehi..ch, in the last resort, envisaged the sccuring of the ,sn;sition o-i‘ o=
porer as the firmast support of the 1m:lty'_ of the Brmire.” Honce, & ro-
vision of the én’c.ire cysten was neoassar;.r,, and that Diocletian set about to
aecoa::g.l'.?.'sh. " ; _

The result was that Diocletian becamo "the founder of a New Eppires =
not the resbsror of an old. Diocletian can in no wise be conceived of as
a reforner, in the sense of that word vhich implies a recurrence to that
vhich is prisﬂtive.’aammmmatamtemntoat;g@tamtm-
gression: e prodiglous shride in advance was what he tool.”

Tvperience had teught hin that tho imperial office had to becoms the
centre of political 1ife, Any imberference by the armles, with their weapon
Of usurpation, had to be dealt with effectively in order to insure the

5 Lason' Persecution of Dioclot P= 13,
38, tason, The Porseoution of Dicclatiens B 3'me castriago tncte
Cook, Adcock, Charlesworth and BayneS, edey Vole 125 Pe °
« llason, Persecution of Diocletian, ppe 10-11.




. natiomal security. The duties of the emperor were such that the Emperor

RE

could very well be cmhimpresent and still be forced to work overtime to
meintain the discipline and effectivensss of Roman rule. There must be
a strengthening of the military forces. "Ihe loyal and harmonious troops
had-como to bo a manace to peaceful soclety. They must be brought back to
theoidnozamdisciplm."’l There was need of a2 change in this set~up.
mmmamimmwmm&m!mmsh-”
Withdraval of the cmperor from ordinary contact with the pecple and the
addition of kingly prostige and even a religious air to the office of
Augustus would prove helpfule Since the Semate had lost its dignity and
m!;hthismaconcaptofanthoﬂwnsmthamww. Then,
00, Pnoglect of the gods had trought down their displeasure, attested
by many a national disaster. Rome must rotuwrn to that reveremce for the
divine waich had made her great."” These problens and others in taxatiom,
cotnage, cnd aconomls 14fe in general all corbined to make recrganization
and reform both practical and necessarye

Diocletian decided to introduce a unique arrangement so that, though
the supreme authority would be centralized, it would still be chamneled
to the cutlying districts of the empire through the persemages of the co-
rYegemts. OThe leading idea of his system was an sbsolute centralisatlon,
ﬁeswpmssimofﬂlmwut?ml“mwdm
libertioss in one word, autocracy.?  Hevertheless, ‘the system evolved
Mmimmt“mmm‘mw
the powers of aduinistration to comtless major and minor assciates.
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A revolt of the Bagaudass bands of peasants in tho ares of Gauly
gave Dioclctian an opportunity to put his new plan into action. Terror-
iged by barbarians and tax-collectors theso people "had set up two om=
perors of their owm, Aelian and Anandus.® Eaxinian, a comrade of
Diocletian, was sent to cupprees this wprising and given the title of
Caesar. "iith the title of Caesar, the reversion of the succession wes
given to hin, bub not yot the co-regency that was conforred on hih with
the titlo of Aurustuse Bub even then tho lesadership of the whole remained
with the Senior ﬁ.ugus‘i_mgé who still set himself apart, as Jovius, from
Vaxinian as Herculiuas®  Victory over the Bagandas was quickly achieved
by Baximian, and the quick attention given this-revolt by the imperial
office indicated that Diocletiants plen was one capable of producing re-—
sult. Advanced to tho rank of Augustus of the West in 286 A.D. Harinmian
becams co-ruler with Diocletian,

Farther provlems demanding attention within the Expire and the desire
for an insured succession in rulers brought about the establishment of the
Tetrarchy in 292. Two Caesars were appointed, Galerius and Comstantins
by nave, a:1d’amp1anmanottodividefheﬂﬂpmwm°mw
but "o quadruple the persomality of the sovereigm.”  Greater efficiency
was achisved and "the two Head-Emperors claimed the Divine Right in the
most literal sense.“ga The harnony of the four rulers was splendide

95« Mattingly, ope Cites Pe 327
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™A1l four ‘mitated the pomp of Bastern Sultans, all four ignored the
Senzte and avoided Tomey and the four together, united as they were by
a common reverence for Diocletian while he lived, formed a college of
emperors which was never seriously shaken by ﬁuti‘:::les."”

Subordinate powers were weakened, and there was 2 seperation of
civil mnd =ilitary ewthority. "One Augustus, Diocletian, held the EZast
with Egypt, Libya, Arsbia, and Bithynia under his om hand, end Illyr-
icu!_n and it vould aprear ithe westorn part of Asia under the care of his
Cagsar,, Goleriun. The othor lawimian, held the Viest, with Fomo, Italy,
Sicily, Afiricz, and perhaps Spain under his control, while Geul and re-
bel Dritain were assigped to tl!c Caesar, Constontius. Each Caesar held
the tribunician power, tub was subject in all things to his Augustus,
vhile Diocletian, by his wisdom and Yauctoritas', domincted ell alike."

. The four worked together ac 4 toam, but the principle of the mobil-
ity of the court brought with it an increased strain on the imperial
finances. Milan becare the seat of Maximian, and Diocletian establisched
his main headquarters in Nicomedia. Wiow it really becace true that Rome
Was where the Emperor -.ms.'lm The division of control made each suprero
in his own arca, and the gradusl decline in local autonomy in the pro-

vinces inercased the mumber of officials, 211 dopendent on the eiperors

+ "The Emperor was now as absolute as lgzi'sar; but like the Tsar, he grad=

ually lost control of the machine.” For, while the schexe of Diocletian

Vol. 2'
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worked for some time toward increasing efficiency, it "ended in civil
war as the clains of natural heirs were set aside in favor of en arti-
ficiel dynasty. Ab the saze timc the system bore heavily upon thae people
and the prosperity of the Empire rapiﬂydsclined = 3 A new systen of
taxation wms introduced, 2 resvlated plan for succession was the rost
open abrogation of the Sgnate' powersy and ®in po:lnl'. of fact, m::cletian,
so far as our records gos behaved to the Senste precisely as though it
did not ezisb."mh

Practorian prefects incressed in influence beczuse of the new tae=
ation system, 'magistri'! became the title for the heads of the departzents,
the large circle of officials was known as the "imperial consilium®, and
Rrationzles vicarii' were added to help in the administration of finances
in the newly creoted diceceses. There was also a large mmgg; of legal
advisors and others called to councils on affairs of state. tThe
supreme heed (Diocletiam) of this immense hierarchy of functionaries,
all ornavented with the most high sounding titles, wes nocsssarily
obliged to rice entirely above the .ordinary conditions of humanily. Ths
person of the Ewperor was.sacred, divine, eternal; his house was also
divire (domus «1:';1«:‘;.11.:1)."m6 Rarely did the emperor put in a public appsar-
ance «nd when he did, the ocoassion assuzed the proportions of a great-
festival, "The seclusion of the sacred person of the ruler is marked by
the grecter difficulty of gaining aduission to hism, apparent in the

103. Joseph Cullen Ayer, A Source Book for Ancient Church Historyy
PPe_257-258. .

10k, !..ason, Persecutior of Diocletiam, p. 18.
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].:I_n:i.tation of the adoratio to a strictly defined circle of personms, in
which we may soe a precursor of the fature higher classes of T
The reorganization policy, with its far-reaching influence, as seen
ahove, cven affcc’tad the personal lives of the two Cassars. This is
mentioned in passing in ordsr to éha'a how sincerely Diocletian aimed at

8 secure order of thingé in establishing the Tetrarchy. "To bind both
, R T
Cassars to hinsclf and his colleague, Dioclotian required them to put

" avay their wives and mﬁw the crowm princesses. Constantius rut avay

Helera, mother of Constantine, end married Theodora, deughter of ¥axinian,
vhiie Ca:l_or%us géve up his forzer wife to*muﬁr Diocletian's daughter,
Va.'l.eria.ﬂleu ;

Tn fact, Diocletien's deternination to omit nothing waich would aid
in strengthening his plan, foumd h_:ln' consecrating the Tetrarchy and
"placing it under the direct protection of the great gods - his om
dynasty, the Jovian, under Juppiter, that of Iaximian, tha Herculiam,
mﬂarﬂércules.“mg This fact was to prove of soms importance in the per—
secution, for 211 four adfisred to pagan taachings in the field of religiom.
mwlingpossiblemsdomtopmpmﬂmcuamformaérﬂers
and to maks the reorganization policy of Diocletian work. "But, in spite
of a11, Diocletian did not succeed im training the subject, who becars
more and more a sere carrier of state burdens, to take a personal interest
in the ;;oiitiea.l 1ife around hin. And so tho State created by D:locletm

107, Ensslin' op.cites P+ 388s °
2108, kt’bing, s ODs cit-’a p. 328,
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resemblod, not the new house that ho intended to tuild, but rather an

exergency shelicr, vwhich could indeed offer protection from the s:bom,

but in 'fﬁﬁ.c‘a_ the lack of light and warath becase more and ..m'e o'wious,"m
The injection of the zccount of the situation at th:ls' time accord-

ing to Lachantins scoms in place herss

"hen Mocletian, the anthor of crimss and deviser of cvils
was ruining all things, not even fron ggainst God could he
withhold his hand. This nen, partly by avarice and pertly
by timidity, overturned tho world. For he.made threc persons
starers with hinm in the goveriment. The Empire was divided
Into four parts, ond arnies were mmltiplied, since each of
the four princes strove to have a2 much larger militory

force than vy emperor had had vhen one erperor alono carried
on the governuente Thoro bsgan %o be a greater rawmber of

Vhose who received taves thon those who paid thems so that
the reans of the husbanduen were exhausted by enormous im-
positions, the fields were ebandoned; and cultiveted grounds
becane woodlands, and universal dismay prevailed. ZDasides,
the provinces werc divided into mimute portions and many
vrecidente and prefects lay hcavy on each territory, and
almost on cvery city. There were namy stewards and nasters
end dopuby presidents, before whom very few clvil causes
cave, but only condemmations and frequent i'o:_.'feitures, and
exactions of mmberless commodities, and I will not say
ofton repeated, but perpetual end intolerable wrongs in

the exacting of them.¥ 111

(3t is to be noted that Lactantius is not very charitable when wril
about Diocletian hnd his reign ond policiess) .

The carly years of the reign of Diocletian and raxinian gave t!‘zesa two
oZ:n arple op;«ortu.;x.f:by 0 be busy shoul the Ewmpire. Each was able :to f£ind
@ place for scrvice. loxinian directed Carausius 2gainst the Frankish

'and Savon pirates but Carsusins rcvolted, giving Haximlan full occasion

to be busy in the north of Caul and in Britein. 1n2_86-7:a=manre-
Pelled:t‘:ae Alenami and Durgundians on the Upper Fhine, Two yecars later

110, Ensslin, on.cite. De ltOB.
m. Ajoz‘, gg,.m 5. 258.
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it bocame nocessary to suppress the Alemamni again. The yoar 283 A. D.
found 1ainian, through his Praotorian profect, Constantius, pushing
tho Franks back to the ocean; And in 289 and 290 the revolt of tho Loors
in Africa was put dowm by Kaximian's go'nernls.

Dlocictian had even morc cause to be kept busy. 286 A.D. saw hin
take the title "Cerzanicus lexims” after wimming in warfare on the
borders of Pannonia and lNoesia. In 288 he induced the Persian king to
surrender all claim to Viesopotamia, and Diocletian became M"Pérsicus
Feximus®. During the sae year the Senior Augustus set. up him nominse,
Tiridetes T7I, as king of Armenia and spent tive in Raetia holping
Vaximian- in a contest with the Chaibones and Heruli. Diocletian fought
the Sarmatiens in 239 and again in 292, and also turned back a Saracen
invasion of Syria in 290, The suppression of a revoli of Coptos and
Pusiris '.m:; accorplished in Egypt in 291.

Wth the naming of the two Cacsars in 292 Dioclstian could confident-
1y fece the irials that were yet o come. These included the revolt of
Carausius in Britain, tho Quinguegentanei in Africa, and the lmmd reclana=
tiom project along the Damibes Constantfus wes perticularly active (end .
succoseful) in doaling with Carausiusy and Galerius was given the task
of reclanation.

4round 296 A.D. there was a revolt in Egypt, the exact cause of which
is wnlmown, although it presusably had something to do with the econcmio
probloms which srose as o result of Diccletian's monetary reforms. (In
this same yoar tho Manichosan Edict wes issued and served as warning

112
m@laatowhabniocletmwddohmgudtothewmsalso. )
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Diocletien, on date o edict, pe 275 £fe




“lilyr

A new enevy was found in Narses of Persia in 296. This ruler was .
at odds with Tiridates, the vassal king of Armenia. Gzlerius was called
up to direct the fighting and at first was most sneoaaam, but then
was caugit in enbush and defeated at Callinicus. Diocletian had moved
to Antioch to assist and rogarded this defeat, which Galerius suffered,
with great scorn. Dioclotian forced his Caesar to be humiliated by
walking behind ths Senior i ! chariot for some distance. But an
opportunity was given Calerius to redeem himself in Diocletian's eyes
and shortly after Galerius, with reinforcements mads up of veterans of -
several successful legions, qu!:clﬂs subdued Harses and captured & -large
boo‘l_w. Evertually a treety m signed and Xesopotamia was definitely
surrcndercd, 2 Roman protectorate was established over Arzenia and
five crall provinces across the Tigris were given to Rom.m The years
from 293 until 298 wero indeed years filled with activity, but the Te=
trudvmtm@jmuitsmmmmd. '

_ Pub nilitary activity was not all that demanded the attention of
the Boperor. lear the end of 295 there are somb ‘ioticsable changes in-
mm-m.m; "ibout the yoar 300, after the restoration of peace and
public ordsr, Diocletian and his co-rulers found themselves face to face
vith a commercial crisis. Tuterest was excessive owing to the scarcity
otcapita:l., and the price of commodities and lebour had risen, in propor-

tdon, hmwnmdthemwmofmm,ﬂchmu
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attenpt (nocessarily msucm];ssm) to £ix the maximm prices for different
kinds of goods arnd labour.®

Inthn i‘:.eldofeclucation “D:loclelggan. » cﬁ.mdthemteofvmb
for varlous subjocts of insbmc‘!'-ion." Earl:ler enperors had lct the -
schools nanage thenselves,

Art ond architecture prospered under Diocletian, and all of the
Tetrarchy had traveling architects in their retimue who ncquired nsw
ideas 2o 'E‘.'ha:,r traveled through the vast Roman world, Even though Diocle-
‘tian possessed no real love of literature personzllyy he is remembered
as having been 2 'mtr m of those apt in this field. -Arnobius ﬁ;d
Lactantius stand oub in the field of literature at this timo.

Dub 4t ie the Church and the problem which it presented that comos
before uc now, The persccution definitely had a place inm tho politicel
history of the Bupire. "During the years which followed the atterpt of
Decius and Valerinn to bresk the strength of the Church,the Cliristian faith
had secured its position: it was now 'e State within a State,! foo stromg .
and too w1l disciplined to be ignored. Could Biocletisn in his devobion
%0 the old sancititics of public 1ife and in his revival of pagem ﬂbrﬂhigm
maintein s strict neoutrality in face of a growing and aubitious Church?®

mnemtualmetmgofthismblcmistreatadinthamxbm:
the thought: :i.smntionedhemtomlstharenﬂsrnmdﬂﬂ.thntthomisﬂ
relation vebween the systea of Diocletian and the eventual persemrtion-

115- Je B. SW» .J. a.To Latin smdia_s Pe h20. para. 61;,8.

569, and Gha—xq:r'—ﬂmmp.
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Tn 303 Diocletian journeyed to Rome for the Feast of Vicemmalia, but
since ac Experor he was cxpected to keep pace with all the activities cone
nected with the Feast and he was an old man, he.did not enjoy hinmself at
all, Consequently he departed from Rome after a short stay and in travel-
ing ecastward he was stricken with a strange sickness early in 30L; and it
is Mason who effectively portrays the state of affairs that followeds

"The remainder of the year 304 was a blank in the per-

sonal history of Diocletian.. The parslysis affected not only

his body, bub his nind. That powerful and capacions intellect

which had grasped and solved the nroblems of a world; = which

had found the empire a chaos without form and: void, and within

ety years had evoked a Golden Age; = which had carried,

solibary yei stehle, the aright of all the earth; and umsuppor-

ted fron without as the elephent of Indian allsgory, = had

80 uttorly shrivelled and collapsed, that though the empire

was reeling to and fro with a néw supreme conclusion of the

two croatest forces known, the only subject that suggested to

it any anriety was tho opening of a mew circus at Nicomedia,”" 119

Tho abdication sesmod inevitable, and on May 1, 305, it beceme a real-
ity, to the perbisl satisfaction of Diccletion and to the dismay of laxizlan.

T4 is Celerius wao can be credited with effecting the abdication.
Ever since he gained many victories in his duties as Caesar, a certain
pride had seized Galerius and the desire to have full control had growm to
the danger point. Saveralargumntshadtobeen'ployedandmsone
threatoning occurred before Diocletian could be persuaded to relinquish
the throne. 'For, even though Diocletian scems to have planned on retiring
aftor twenty years of governing, the arrival of the tims found him an:ious.
to retain his authority. The persocution was only bwo.years old, and he

thought 3% required his sttention. The Espirc was only beginning to thrive

119, Yason, Persecubion of Diocletian, pe 21te
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once again. DBut %o these arguments Galerius replied that the Semior
Augustus was very sick and old and incapabls of efficient administration
any longer. »Sesides, Galerius reminded the emperor that he had more or
less promised to retire at this t:l.ma.u Diocletian augé:esl'.sd the establish-
mont of four enperors. Galerius reminded Di.oc]atian of his original plan
of succession; and the elder Emperor still hesitateds Finally, Galerius
said he would take rattors into his own hands, 'lheraupontha aged
Dlocletian annownced his dscision to hdlcates

lactartiue records that after Galerius had spoken thus with his
Augustus, it caused Diocletian to react strangely, for "on heering his
discourse, the spiritless old man burst into tears, and said, 'Be it as
o ERED 1".1.21 .

As at other times Dioclstion consylted divinities when in 2 quandary,
it is o e notedthathealsoconsnludtmmal‘.thistm- For we are
t0ld "he turned once more to his omens and his oracles, a.nd he found the
outlook dsrk. The answer of fate came back that a grest crash swaited
the empive. Diocletian folt that he could not withstand fates he deter-—
mined %o =bandon the Church end the world to the inevitable issue, and
to betak;: the 1ife which after oll had pmlg a failure to the solitude,
the homeliness, the religion of Spalatro.”

The Sclemn act of abdication took placs on a plain just outside the
city of Hicomedia. Naximian abdicated at the saze time, in accordance
with an agreerent betwcen the two Augusti, at Milan, "Constantius succeed-
ed in the Vest, as senior Augistus, Galerius as junior in the East. e

1120.’ O.fc Grevie:r, ge d:b" PP- Ms’ M Eﬂm M
mﬂtm p. 238 (] .
_m.‘!:{émm, , cites Pa 308 e

122, Yason, Parsa%ﬁ_______& Pe lce
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the vacant posts of Cassars, there were two matural claimants, Constantine,
son of Constantius, and llaventius, son of lMaximian. Both, however, were
passed over, on vhatever pretext, and Severus and Yaximin Dala, both
proteges of Calerius, the latter a relative also, were appointed, the

one for the West, the-other for the East..lm It is I.actmbius who tells
us concerning the appointment of Maximin that "all men wondered who he
could be, and frox whencs he eama"m but there seeﬁ to have been no

real opposition to the naming of either of the two new Cassars.

The abdication of Diocletian was followed by eighteen years of dis-
cord and confusion and five civil mra.us Constantius was first Aug:stus
but in 111 health, and Galerius was eager for full.comtrol. Constantins,
Wi had been living with Diocletian, escaped soon after the abdication to
his father Constentiusy who died in July, 306, Then the army of Britain
hailed Constentine as experor, but Oalerius, emnraged when first he heard
the news, reluctantly called him Caesare Three months later (Oct. 23, 306)
Galerius tricd 4o tax Rome 1:uae the provinces were taxed, and the Senale
sot Maventins, son of Marinian, up as Cacsar and salled back Maxinien as
emperor. Severus, uho hed beon made Avgustus by Galerius upon the ceath
of Gonstantius, was semt to Rome to settls the disturbence, only to be -
killed by Fazentins, This brought Calerius to Rome to avenge the death of
Sevorus, but retreat was neccesary goon after his arrival and the sitnebion

reached critical heightse
Diocletian was soughtforcannselandametmgmhaldat Carmmbun

B ey, g 30,
* s ClUs o (]
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in Noverber, 307, licinius, 2 close friend of Galorius, was declarcd
Augustus, end Maxdnian was forced to abdicate agaim. Since Naximin Dasa
hed axacted the title of Exmporor almost by violence in Egypt and Syria,
there were 'si::. enperors for a short' time: Constantine, Haxentius, Haximiam,
Licinius, Vacinin Dasa, and Galerius. Bub after Carmmbum the scemo
chenged slightly and Maximdan'e flight to Constantine's court cnded in
death for that prince a2s was montionsd more in deteil earlier im this
chapter. The dooth of Calerius in 311 left four emperors. eximin Daza
and Licinius srmecd to get 211 they could, the one concentrabing on isia,
the other on Furope. lavemtius, meanshile, was enjoying a populay rule

in Rome, cspecially cince he was making attempts to restore the .o'.'.d Wy Se
Then cam ihc eventuzl combet between Constentine and Maxentius. Some of
Roms wac plad to have Constantine appeasr to free them from tyrampy. Al-
though the strength of the forces opposing Constantine was four times
greater fien his, the Ronans were indulcwt and scon succurbed to-the
werriors, the mon o served under Constontine. Affor a victorious march
on Roze, Constantine defeated the forces of Iaxoutivg at the baitle of the

Filvien Pridge on the Tiber ncar Rome, end ¥axentiug was dromned in the
. course of the enccunter. This heppened in 312, Licinius defeated tho
embitdous Virintn n 313, end in the Joars that Sollowed Lisintus axd
Wisooncamtoaparbdngofthc"ﬂ- ' '

For

and general sides of the reign of Dioclobian, his co-regents, and his
persoc“tion

mososbmmmtuﬂimtaihismmofthnponﬁcﬂ
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vhich was raging throughout most of the years jJust considered. It nay
ocour to the reader that what has already been considered seams beyond
the scopo of this papery but it mst be remembered that an understanding
of the-world o the tins of the last great attack by the Roman State over
against the Christian Chureh and of the men vho played the leading rolss

mtsunhax}evemswﬂlamtpgiuﬂnmmofthembM;
altuation.
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IV, The Groat Persecution Under Dioclstian

For almost forty yoars Christianity had existed as a roligio licita as
a result of the toleration edict of Galliemus, and then suddenly the Church
underwont a brutal and violent assault by the Roman Empire, begimming in
the yoar 303 A.D. and contiming for almost ten years, particularly in the
Eastern pard of the Dmpire. Why such an abrupt change in policy on the
part of the State? That were the underlying causes vhich brought about a
rencval of hostility? Historians do not scem to agree updn one general
cause, and o consideration of their cpinions roveals that many causes con~
trituted to the Initistion of a final systemstic attack by the State.

Christians were holding office in many parts of tha Stnt?, and the
grouth of Christienity had becn phenomenals Schaff writes, "Tn tho first
twenty years of his reign Dioclstian respected the toleration edict of
Callietms. Hic om wife Prisca, his daughter Valeria, and most of his
eunuchs and court officors, besides mamy of the most promincnt public
functionaries, were Christians, or at least favorable to the Christian ro-
lision."n7 Gwetldn mokos a similer statement concerning the Christlans
in public office: "In Dioclotian's palace they aboundsd. His trusted

chamber]ahgmmﬂ:riutiaua,mdhiswifaanddaughtermmmtm £

‘Tunored to be Christians, though that deughter vas the wife of Galerius.t

12.7. SChaff 22 e Cﬂo-'p0169.
128. Eﬂauﬂ:l’ 22. :’ Pe 3280
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The appoiniment of Christians to responsible positions to have
about as a result of their really living the teachings they had come
to learn axd %trozsure. Even Busebius remarks about the honor accorded
faithful Christisn servants and officialss

"Such was that Dorothous, the most devoted and most faith-

ful of x1l to them, and, on.this account; exceedingly hone

oured beyond all those that had the charge of governwent,

and the most honourable stations in the provinces. Ve may

also add Corgonius, equally celsbrated with him, and

many othors that were honored with the same distinction as
- these on account of the divine word." 129

Kagon, in his book entitled, The Persecution of Dioclelian, also siows
thet the church was voslthy ab this time, that some of the bishops lived in

splendér, that splendid churchos were erected everywhere, and that Christian

' laymen wore in high position everywhore. He addss

Wind 4in the court itself, all the highest positions about
the Imperor Diocletian's porson appear to have beea pure -
posely assigned to Christian chemborlains. The three wio
are expressly mentioned, Dorotheus, Gorgonius, ond Petersy ¢ P
_proved iho truth of their faith Ly their death: it is prob-
able, therefore, that they proved it also by their livesy
and thet, as Joseph was raised in the heathen
Potiphar ti11, whatever was done there, he was the doer
of i%t, 8o the wise Dioclstian (who had ample reason to
" kmow thet princes ave sometimes by those
they trust) was induced to select for these trusty posts
nen whosa holy lives raised them conspicuously above
suspicion. These great officers, 8o much more influcn=
ti2l in on Oriental palace then azong us; lived with the
master who was so inaccessible ton:tm’ ::B::‘“ °:°
the most casy familiariiy. Thoy only cted
good a nrince, but loved him and were loved by him like
children with their father.® 130e

Then t00, the persecution:in the Empire dumfng this ten year period

Tiring out strildngly the presence and mmbers of the Curistiams, often

129. Cruse; c.m.ci:l‘u Pe 301 &
130, Vason, Yorsecution of Dio p» 3%
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where we had no prior inklingz of either."

Y ind yet, in spitc of thoee favorable conditionsy the Christians
themselves scen to have given reason for many to agitate toward a mew
persecution. A fow cases, in which an ill-considered zeal led Christ-
ians to insult the Pagan worship, one or two instances of Christians re-
fusing to serve in the army hecause they believed military 1ife repugnant
to thoir creed, a ccandalous relaiation of morals, that had arisen during
the long poace, ‘and the fierce end notorious discord displayed by the

leadors of the Church, contributed in different ways to accelerate the
persacu‘i;ion."lsz . _

The ;Clrarch was "beginning to prove herself the victory 'bhat- over-
coneth the world,“las and ab tho saue time there was a generel restless-
ness in the Bmpire as "men found there was m];.hther peace nor emi.tamb
to be found in the 514 mythologleal'creeds.® . The rites and religlous
servicos of papanism vere often designod for the deification of sensual~
ity. Even 2 rovivel of belief in omens and prophecies, augtl:ries and
oracles could not satisfy. But "Christianity,- and tho special aspect of
it which that age presented, = wes eminently celculated to meet the wants
exprossed in these different forms of religion. It gave an imtense in-
terost 4o the nrosent moment. Tt ained st melding consclousness &s vivid
23 possible. It imvasted with a splendid digaity each most trivisl action

of dﬂm 1ife.*"

Pe 860
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The polythelsts wore awakoned by this appeal to man whic) was chavac-
teristic of Christianity, and their mmakening found them jealous of Christ-
ien zeal and amcious to rtr.edy the situvation, to revitalize their own re-
ligion. After 2ll, wasn't Paganism the strongest mmerically? Why, then,
shouldn?s it remain s0? Tt is lason who gives us an interesting obser—
vation regarding this factor. He writes: : ' .

"Zub oven. il tho Clurch could not claim equality with Pagen~

im_nti.sm.tterofmmhers,ﬂmeremoﬁarpombsbe-

sided thab of positive faith and emorgetic zeal, in uhich che

could hold her own.// Intellectusl and literary power ;

fast pﬁs...m\, over from the heathen sida." 136. This fan‘l'.

alarmed the hoathen Roman and as Charles lerivale omce com=

nented m 2 locture seriesy "ot yet satisfied, not yet relicved,

- nEyy o uangersanddistmseasthiehanmundhm,mm

a:-:n.t'\iﬂa, mora alarned, more furious than every =-the .

hoathen defies the Christian to mortal combat in the ie.tt.er

voraecutions of Decius and Diocletiant he will sweep away

the onemics of his gods in one hurricane of slaughtor, or

perich together with thea in tha impending ruin of his na]iw
avd culbure.” 137

Iorcover, not only the individuel heathen becbms troubled about the
situation, Wb organized groups begin to take action. "Ths pagan priesis
therefore, from woll-gromnded feers lost Christianity to their great and
lasting injury should spread far and wide ibs triusphs, endeavored to .
exéite Iﬁoclctian, whon they kmew o bo both timid end credulous, by means
of feizned or;.cles and other impositions to engaze in persceuting tho

Curtstians.v / 481 cnother grow had arisen which saw in Christisnity
a dangerous rival, and with the aid of literary works and of f£ifth colum
‘activities amon; the priests and statesmen, this group, knom as the lieo-
Platonists, menaged to advance the conflict between Pagen State and Christ-

136, Ibide, pe 3o g e
137. m;sp}‘arivale, The Conversion. of the Roman Empire, pe« Uihie
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ian G}mrch/ So convinced that this group cam be ohasif:led as-the ong

outstand'ng cause of the pcrsecution is ong histor:lan, Foabs-Jaekam,
that he rmales the following statement about the action taken by the
llso=t"latonists:
This is the true explanation of the persecution under

Diocietian, accounting for the phemomena by which it

was characterized. The refusal of the oracles to reply -

to the Eoperor because the Christians were tolerated,

the burning of the Ghristlan Scriptures, the ocutrages of

the chastity of the Christion virgins, and the other

distinguishing features of this persecution may be

traced to the influence of leo=Platonic pliilosophers like

Hierocleos and Theotecmus. The earlier persecutions had

bosn politicals the last great persecution was essantia:us'

I‘CL.LL"J.VIIB." 139 / fot 1

The genersl causes of all the previous perse_cu"‘."ions also can be zene
tioned a5 vnderlying this persecutiom. They includs the causes of racial,
legal, alistic, social, economic, and religious mature, in addition
o the factors of hatred and popular prejudice over against the Christians
for tholir cuclusiveness. Thore was a conflicting philosophy between the
two grost religious systomss the cleim of Christianity as a umiversal ro-
ligion versus the Roman State's idea of natiomal deities, a new creed with
no earthly m.-arc.e'.r and history versus the well-established, powerful po-
gan empire. or"i’ali'bics and relig“_on wore vﬂmd as one comnon arca of
intorest, and affeirs of state were thought to be mwﬂh@nﬂm

mc]nsaunionbetxmeathegmmntandthegocs. 1igion was
considored ac basic to good governzment. Such an jdea included emperor

;‘5

e Foake » Git- Pe 1%.
Eg. cf. 'ﬁ?ﬁgﬁﬁs’ﬁr the Persecutions of the Eerly

Christians,.
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worship, and here again can be seen enother wnderlying couse i"or Perco-
cubing the Chrictians ot this time. The burning of a:bit of incomss -
and pouring out of a fuwr drops of wine before a picture or bust of the
experor upon an sltar was opposed by the Christian, whose determination
was to worship and honor Christ and only Christ. This stubbora refusal
made the heads of govermment at different times decide upon drastic ac-
tion-. TRulers oo different as Fero and Domitian, Hadrian, Antoninmus
Pins, and lNorcus Antonims, Severus, Decius, and Diocletian, and their
ministers, felt that the s-stcmest moasures of repression of the new
Falth wers cheolutely necessary if they would stem the fast advﬁ'uzming
and -agparently rosistless tide of Christianity in the Empire." Only
waen the Christiens percisted in their refusal to sacrifice and give

_adoration o the Emporor and threatened the unity of the Empire "did
the Roman State proceed systematically-against what it deemed the ul;'bst.i-
nate reprosentabives ofta miserable and dangerous superstition.”

[Even tason concedos ‘that the Ronan 1desl of the State and the very po-
culiar rolation in which politics sbood to religion could only
eventual conflict belween Cimrch and State. We 'quote from the pen 6f
r, Iason: .-

e s et o2 s e R
Catholic Church believed, and still elieves, that there is
a law highor than the law of the State. Christianity is
absolutce Tho State's ideal of religion was a syncretisn

and
(to use a word the Gercan suthors love) of national
partial religions: if the deities o? a newly conguored

12, Spenoe—d. o ine) .c.'n.t.- Po 19L. ]
U3 James Ha:g;sﬁupes, _:gms_tg_ﬂm pe 203,
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nation were willing to take = seat in the Pantheon, the
seats were freo to all-comersy if mot that religion could
rot be toleraled. The loly Catholic Church rofussd this
aboninable proposal, for Christ had no concord with
Pelial. Curistianity is universal, The State, holding
that 211 religions wore on an equality, could suffer no
contest hetueen onme deity and another, no crying dosm of
any deities which 1% had taken under its protoction. The
Holy Cotholic Church was charged with tho message of re=
genecration, and could not rest till men's souls wore
freed from the fouvl tyrarmy of these dumb and devilish
idols. Christianity is sggressives The State was rorbidly
_sensitive of the formation of any socioties which wmight
give it trouble even locally, The Holy Catholic Church,
hile fully recognizing the authority of the Sovereign,
thinks, or (alasi) thoughty that the first allegiance
which was owed to man was owed to hor consecrated Pontiffs.
Chrictianitr is corporate. For all these reasonsy and
nmany, vany norsy tho Church:inovitably must have clashsd,
and ¢id clash again and again, with the old Roman State
e o o I% ic entirely. and utterly misleading to spealk'of, !
the persecution of Diocletian as the clinax of his work
of restoration. A {remendons change had come over the

' political aspect of the world since the death of Caruse
Diocletian had deubemtely,:mﬂﬂr-, ostentatiously, aban~
doned the old Roman ideal.®

And further— "The old Roman notiom, themy of the politics of':.'eligim
b ot 1nrioence DioletIERE" | A
Yot mmerous are the historians who present the opinion that Dio~
cletian himself, both bocause of his persomal religion and h:l.s attitude
mgovenmn% and relizion as a unit, can be named as the sole under-
Gwztldn argues that Diocletian had to

J

lying ceuse of the persocution.
make his systen of mligim oliective, vhen ho writes: "Irue, the uni-
versal religion aimed at by Diocletian wes only t.‘.:e. old‘ paganian and
emperor worships ‘mthurtl;:lst:lm.axvonenight see that if he faﬂad]iis
others in malking it a J:i.ving.pum.mthm remained but Christianity.”

¢ Tagon, Peroscution of D:Incletian Pe T2-3«
1'15. Ibid-, De 3
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Diocletian vas no monotheist, fory aceording to liilmam, "In his assuzp-
tion of the title Jovius, while his eol'.l.eagna took that of Herm:lins,
Diocletian gave 2 public pledpe of his attadmnb to the 0ld Polythe-
m“m? Tt 1s Tacky that Guiggeats thick ¥y such An seperor} the, probe

lem presented by the ropid progress and the profoundly anti-national
_character of Christianity mst have been 2 zatter of serious comsider-

ation, -'1:.1;’31. he weamssu.; of his eharnntar were mast unfavorable to the
k1l

Churchs® ~and Gibbon roninds the readar that Diocletian's Pprudence

rendercd him aversc to any great immovation, and though his {teupor was

not very susceobible to zeal or enthusiasm, he alwaws lﬁgirba:lmd en haw

bituel resard for the ancient deities of the empire.?

Despite the foct that many Christians were employed in his palace,
Diocloticn, in the opinion of Duchosne, could not be truly favorable to
Christinnity, Wiketover msy heve bsen his toleration for the opinions
of his subjects, his officisls, end his family, he, for his part, pre-
served his zttachmsnt to the old customs of the Rozan worship. He fre-
quented the temples =nd sacrificed to the godsy without any mystic ideas,
without ostentetion, but with a déep devotion, daeming, 1o doubt, that he
was thus fulfilling his duty as a nan and, above all, as 2 sovereigne
Such a statc ofnindcaﬂdmtmehimmﬂkfavmblatoﬂvﬂm-
1isions."]5° The “anichosan Ed:l.et, vhich was issued. about 287, accord-
ing to liewsen, indicates that Diocletien was unfriendly to Christianity

Ih?' !li]m. gE. c’-'l'n' Ps 21h. y
e 1o gE ® 0 s
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: N
. almost from the bogimming, Hoander cites an inscription "ghere the

empsror boasis of having suppressed Christianity", -as bringing out the
charge agoinst the Ohristians tb_.aﬁ they were ruining the State; and
gives this as ovidence that Dioclotian wes given to dostroying the foith.
In e:@:'.aini:g way Diocletian turned his hand against the Christians
after so many years upen the throns, Mattingly advarces the idea thot he
s:lzmp'.'yl-‘g;o:: care of the rorg pressing problems of a military nature
first. :

Cneo again, it is ::z@n, who precents 1o the: readsr a thonght-pro-
voking opinicn concerming the personal religion of Diocletian ané its
consequent bearing wpon the persecution. He can see the truth of the

elain #at Diocletian wms Ceoply religlous and ot the sawo tims su-

"Tn ¢he first place, there is nothing whatever to ghew

that Diocletian was ono of the new Platonist school « «

Tho mon ves no theologisn « « « In the second place,
Dioclebian exhibits no spocial devotion towards the old state
- gods of ome » « « Thirdly, Dioclotizn was 2o impulsive

enthusiact.” .
Mason doss vinture to says however, tiie following: "The ouly roal ground
mmxmmmwwMMh?gmm,mm

great nower of thc Church as a corporation.”

151 Albert Hemry Newnan, A Mamual of Church History, Vol. 1, p. 163
52. Ihmdﬂr’ 22. c’-t.. v L ] f p. - @ X

153. !':’.'-ttm]y’ .- cit" Pe: 339. ) : 15_76 b
Yo, Tovoms orgpmin ot Sapositizn of the religion of

Diocletizn, see pe Bl £f
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Eusebius, the Church historiam, considered as the cause (which wonld
possibly be mnsiwmmrmmmuwhm of the per=
secution the sins of the Church and God's judgment upon the same. His
writing on this subject followss '

"Butmsn,wreasonofmessivanhuw we sunk into neg-

ngmmdsloth,omamymgmmmhaw-

ferent woys, and we were almost, as it were, on the point of
wore

up arms against each other, and assailing each

taking
other with words as with darts and spears, prelates inveigh-
ing against prolates, and people rising up ageinst people,

aul!vaocriwanddiasimlaﬁmhadarimtothemtest

height of malignity, then the divine Judgment; vhich usually

proceedswithalenienthand, whilst the multitudes were yet

wﬂ..numbothachureh,withgantlaandnﬂumiuum

began % oefﬂicbitsepiaeopw;thommmm'hgbegan

with those brethren that were in the army.” 156

Truly,inmofallthepamy@hajusbpnmteddaﬂhgwﬂhthe
wnderlyin: couses of the persecutions the readser can conclude with the
historian, Ifimans "Thus, them, an irresistible lg'pnbdutm-of circun-
stances tended to precipitate the fatal erisis.®

Tb.em&iabecamofthemsemiqnmﬂ_niasmeeofm'
edict by Diocletian in 303 A.D. Behind this move, however, there liss
an intoresting storys '

Duﬁngtheninberorm-mmmmathnmsmn
- ‘Nicomedia, His Caesar, Galerius, joined him and began insisting upom a
“Tigorous persecution immediatelys The Caessr was acting spokssman for
leading Teo-Platonists and pagans, who had chosen hi both because of
mhmmmmmwmwwm

Ghr:lst:lnns mmmmmﬂmunwmmﬂmmwnd-

ge. ci:!'..,
IllInan, Ope Cllep P-
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But Diocletian waintained for qu.‘l.te m tine 2 cteody z:esishnce to
the urgents plcadings of the proud Cacsars A1l winter, meeting in per—
foct secrecy, tho two deliverated, the Augustus refusing to give consent,
the Coeser persunding ond trying to 2larme The old prince insisted that
a Chriziien porsecution would disturb the whole empirc. Besides, Dio-
cletion maintained there was the pr'obo.bﬂity of bloodehed and to that he
was averse. For he Imew, being o student of history, th.a:l'. to ghed thoir
blood rathor than heed the commands ofenomuenperorm EOTo agmedalo
to the Christians, It would do mo rood to spill blood, and in doing so,
advance the cause of an enemy, which would most assuredly happen.

Hovertheless, insisted Calorius, the Christians mst be persecuted.
Gradually Diocletian -wa!:eued in his stand and offered to forbid any
Christian to practice his faith within the walls of the palace or the
confincs of the Fmperor's legions. This offer was nade with quite sows
hesitancy, for he was convinced that it would do no good. "The army
world suffer greally by the losse Diocletion would have to part with
servants to wionm he was much attaclmd.“m sz Galerius wesn't satis-
fied. "Thet sealot, encouraged at gaining one decided step, wac deter-
mined to excoute now his full dosigne Pefoze long he had carried anotaer
point; though Dioclebian fought nenfully inch by inch. He porsusded tho
old man not to rely solely uron his om profound wisdom, but to take tho
advice of confidontisl friends. A few dignificd goneralc and a few
civiliang of high position were sccordingly called in to aid in the

158. lason, Porsccution of Diocletian, pe 57.
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mmam.uﬂ, 48 can b expocted, this advisory body, being Pagan,
Joined Galerius in secking a persccution and did so with the sincere in-
Mofmrsuadhgtheh@dmm-hmmmmmo
"Those vho were not thenselves superstitious thought it more prudent to .
side with the Hmperor who was to succeed then with the Emperor who was
to retire, within the year.‘!m

Tt wasn's long after that Diocletian agreed to take the questiom to
‘an orecle, the oracle of-the ¥ilesian Apollo. PIf the oracle of Apolls,
the Sun-Cod, at Miletus, should respond that it was better not to perse-
cute (and surely he would, if he were a wise divinity), the triumph over
- Oalerius would be complete: superstition would be met on its omn.ground.
A soothsayer was sccardingly despatched to put the tremendous questions
&t,mmmrmefeemaanmmmwm_mﬁam
ofhispraplmtormpheteasmdhbmct]yonthaﬂdiofmaldm-
ligion, Th.aoldﬂ:q:em_ennldhold.oubmm-_%muaﬂbm
ﬁamm,éfmrmmmudit;.wmmwmmm
Tecantation of the least wncertein article :Innlocletin'a eclsotic
creed, iat also the abandomment of the state religion, the disestablish-
'm-ofaraithMmsumuwmw-ofthememmﬂm
'Odafirnrseatemthanhiamtotabsomsbamo Ttterly
Wwiedaut,udﬁthammmdsmudmm.wmnm
mmmmwwmmmmemMs,mmm
deferred to Galeriust v:abos.-;ﬂr'iih the’ express and expressive reserve

159- Ibid.o [ 3 wo
160, Y6I:. pe 62
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that no blood.vrs ¥o be shed in the transaction,? Diocletian, in

view of ¥his cccounb, would ccen to heve liked to have hod no porse-

cution of the Yyoe that oncued, and, thorefore. he attomted o ward off:

the outbreak of any persecution at all.

" Drior o the oubbrcak of the groat porsecution there wors scveral
5110.!.{.0..&&, T Ag-‘:ri ':r-.imr, m Of Sorng W’ M mmwm
trond toward o general persccution. Ayor sums those cvents up im the
following words:

"The 1last great persccution was preceded by 2 muaber of

laors aimed to amoy the Christians. On March 12, 295,

all soldiors were ordered to offer sacrifice.” In 295 sa-

crﬂu books of the Christicns were sought for and burned

ab Alcxendria. In 297 or 298 Christian persscutions be-

gan in the ..r-:r but the great persscution itself broke

out in 303." 152 _

In -:d-.li'hioél tc thesa lmm porsccution was largely centerod upon the
military forces in theso years just prior to the Firct Edict, "and In
the argy comoenced the first overt acts ggshasbﬂiw, which were the
progasstics of the genoral porsocutions”

7 Snith molates that .Iz|293anordort:as issmdt.:ai‘.allmrsons_n
allitary ..cr'ﬁf. , or in public cuployment of smy lind, must sacrifice
Yo the gods. lownaen ._x:n‘b:.ons a sinlﬂﬁ.;r comnand, but he dates it a'l'.
about 295 and ascribes it to Galeriuse

Porhaps tho most important inmcidont at this timo was the failure of
the pricsts o c.envcanomnatasacrifieahemnthapresem of

Christians and tho Dmerore This hoppened somtim tofore the porsecubion,

1122. Toid., ° - a4 258

, ° “'.‘I'Br O0e oy Pe o

1630 -51:!;1‘., 22. c.l-tuj ps 21
. Smith, ° ) p.
o Im, t.’ po
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poscibly in the year 297, ﬂ!_:en Dioclotian; in a.morvous state and
trovbled aboul rowo problem, ordered a public sacrifice to determine
the will of heaven. After several attempts there was no result. The
priest in charge blamed the preéenc.o of the m':lstians and the fect they
had made the sign of the cross. "The old sovereign, in an uncontrollsble
it of wveration and frotfulnessy aﬁ oneo gave orders thuhall the pecpls
'aho. woere present should bLe zade to sacrifics, =nd also 211 the serwvants
in his palace. This conduch oi‘.ﬂxe Christians, to whom he had veen so
kind, scemod intended jJust to spitd and vex him. Ho detormined thet all
who refused to do as he bede them should be soundly whippeds [is emxiety
about the crisis which was epproaching (whatever it was) roso to such a
pitch, 'Z'.T;;:;g:l:c'.'en sent out mossages to the ‘commanders oi‘_tha troops about
hin to pronose the same test %o the soldiers under them, and Iif axy
should refuse ity to twn thom once for 211 oub of tlie amy. Hothing
further was dono: tho exciterent soon pasilgg off: no blood was shed, and
the Brmeror did not wish any to bo shedl.”

Somz doubb thatifsuchmincidentcouldhmbrwzhtonauthis
excitemont. "Bat it must be remesbered thet Christians and pagens eliks
boldoved in magie: 3t wes ome thing to tolarste Curlstians, T )

allow them to disturd a solemm pagan rité."
Thres nartyrs ave referred to by Mason as having mot death during

these years.

Ono was Vexrimilian, aged twenty—ons, who in arch, 295, wailc boing

166, f’nson; Porsecution of Dioclotian, pps L2-li3.
167. &WB,WM
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measwred for nilitary geary smmounced his refusal to serve in the army or
wear the badge. He was told that he could be a Christian and a soldier
at the save tim. As proof ho was asked to think of the great mmber of
Christians in military service. nexgg:admtyammo;m
‘business and oventually was heheaded.

The two othors were known as Marcellus and Cassian. IMarcellus, at
a feast in Tangiors, refused o eat the meats boing served, rencundod
the-aawice,m:daddedhismmehtimofmagmﬁtmw
Treated decently at his trianl, he was sentenced to death. Cassian, upon
hearing the Vicarius .to vhon he was actuary promounce the -sentence, "flung
sy his pen and book, and stremcusly ssserted that the decision was e
Just™ and was piven the same pmisllmt-m |

Macon asserts that the treatment of these thres martyrs was not prie
mﬂyocmmwmmwm were Christian. Hsconheuis_a
Wmofmmms-mmmmhﬂlmﬂﬁulmm
.forq;biwzmdmaaon.wlm In fact, lason is of the opinion that the
action of Diocletian at the incident of the sugurs was the result of
Diocletian's nervous disposition. Holding this opiniom, he can write:

T camot but thisk that everything points to the fact

e e S s e e een oy foc etiered aa %o tar-

rify " her by a taste of what he might do if he pleased,

daalt for more leniently than might be expegied.” 17X :
oscurred on Petruary 23y 303, with the destrustion of the magnificent
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hgalm&m,mdﬂthmmmnmcﬁ- ;

swied o ashos.” 172 : ‘
Worthy of note at this point is the fact that the men who destroyed the
dnureh coarched for an dnage of Gods %o their way of thirking, worship
wag always comsected with an idol, & plcture, or o buste Strangs, then,
to then ws this lack of discovory of am imge of the Christian's God.

The proclenstion of the First Edict of Persecution on the day fol-
lowing the destruction of tho Church et Hicomodia did more than cause the
shedding of blood. It declared to the Christimns the procedure which was
to be folloved in the abtack upon them:' The very comtents of the Edick
revealod o now approach in’ dealing.with the Curistians: Although the
exmct text of this edlict vhich insngureted the persecution cammot; b
quoted, the mmpm can be amrindﬂthsom degree of cer-
tainty, Of a1l the sources wilch discuss this edicty Neson sppears to
have arrived at the best summary; which is hamith.presemai

Comiationm T i soplas of tis Bacred Books wers o

o

5trippod of their dignities, but) to be reduced to the

condition of those who had no civil rights whatever; =

‘to consequently torture (1llegal for citizens)
ﬂiglfftmge appliedy = vho night--(be_ sued at law, assaulted;

plundered; have their wives defiledy without tho barest
pbsﬁméyprdgfmmmmhﬂ&) Al Christian men




-5

e offe 1 than the

removal of those living witnesses of the faithy whose ex= .

ample served only to call forth a still greater mmmber to ..

mpwtlwhpm.‘mmmw,mmm.

been cdrried outy to destroy every Serip-

tures, the very source would hay been cut off, from vhich

true Christianity and tle life of the Church was ever

freshly springing with unconguerabls vigors® 1
Other soerces meks similar comsents concerning this recogaition of the
itportance of the Scriptures to the 1ife of the Curchy one source even
..Sﬂssestat}mtthemrstﬁdictmmmﬂorm%shmmufm
hmdpaganamomam;adrmwm-. .

nvanafnertmpummma'mmm!%%ng‘mma
persocution cuch as ho forner erperer had conceived”,  its appearance
throughout the provinces cane about .only graduallye. .This is particular-.
1y intoresting because it wuld.give velght to the opinion of many thab
Dinclatian,evenarbertheouﬂmak-othnstmw.mboﬁhasitmbanﬂ
foarful. Ti appears that there are mmerous reasons for the delsy in
the distribution of this First Edict. "In the capital of Thrace, near as
1tmu1:mm,'mMMMm_ammm
miﬁm-untﬂﬂpiphwofthatmwﬂtw.- In Africa and

17h. Heandor o Citey Pe U : ‘ :
175, cfe Eeo ﬁ%&,ﬁm mﬁ Years % Wﬂ 31 25
Pps 207-2083 mamhm_r_cﬁ.; Pe i Zmmantm e

Diocletimm, p. 105 £fa
mﬂpb gw ci‘b.; Pe 1213-
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Humidia it vas posted in the momths of May or dmes Tt reached Casseres,
" +here Fusobius lived, in the end of Narchy ‘when'as wo are told with
singular pathosc, 'thedaydousm*smﬂm&uﬂmm'
LtAmmm,Hmwmlmmammuth
Chronicle, the siclmnﬂngmmd.vadmdse]ytomthebhasad;lq
orEastsrm"n:lng"

Two palace fires ushered in consoquences in which meny zet deaths
Gﬂoﬁmmm'tsgtimd.amﬁjmhm,ﬂthmmm.
and plotted how he might still convinoe Diocletian to emplay excessive
eruclty in persecutings mmmu-hmn_g:-gmtom;%m
palace end then blamed.the Christiapsy in the. opinion of Lactantiuss

The rosults were dreadfuls Alzost no ome excsped the fury of thé
Senior Augustus as mmwmmmdmﬁamm.
forgetting his doternination to refrain from bloodsheds Galerims, after
mmmrm,mmuwmmm,hnhwwmg;
"Diocletian went to work in carmest with the Christians around him.®
PThe vholo of tho palace suffered in. consequences His wife and daughter
mrmtomtmm;ﬁ_mﬂmmm
the eumchs in favour, Petery Dorotheus; and Gorgontusy the bishop of
Mm,nm;mm,mnmdmm'm“‘
-n.mmbmmordzmduholenho Tims was explated tho crime,
_mgmm’“mﬂrﬁghmmmww@
ﬁhdast.raytmmutm.

1“.1W,WW&BW
1% m%iﬁz %’;wrs. pe 221..
180, Duchesms, ops cites Po . :

AR aEd o




=70=

I'hafactreminsthntthenalcauuor'wmimmu-
so]_._vad mystory to this very daye 2

It cmbemtedhem,-hmm,.umoma,thnmm
!:i:a D:loc:l.etiaq's actions may have given proof to the Christianity of
his m.i'e and danghter. c:mmm:

- BT} was also, then that he compelled, to use Lactantins'

m,mmm,mmmvm,to

gacrifice to idols. If this ve true, if compulsion was

rea]lyusedwitht.m,itisapmofﬂmbthaym

Christians, or at least well inclined to favor Christ-—

ianity, and that they had been instructed in it to a

certain degree.” 181

ricing of Pugenius at Antioch in Syria sodn-came to the atten=
tion of Diocletian and became. an aitded Sactor in disturbing the Emperor's
peace of mind. smmormmmm-mmum
harbor were Christians, it was hastily concluded that this was 2 com~ .
spiracy cgeingt the Emperors BReports that' there were likewise revolts
_!nArmniamdcappadom;undtmwm&wdwwmr
caused even more alarm. UAs in former times of persecution, every.
publicdisaéterl'gasaswibad»tothemgéroftb@uw&wmm'
2 ; ! ;

pious deniars®y and.thadangartothethmthatwﬂdm_
these revolis mmmmummm.ms-
'Tmcm:chmstbedepriwdofitslsaders'

Iying principle in issuing this nuw edicty which appeared so soom after
thef:lrstcne. %Wﬂﬂlmmm@mm

This was the under-

181s Gravler - c:l.tu Ts T
182, Satt, o maﬂ"., “Pe
3- Baynes Ope 'ch‘r-,. Pe 555- :
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and as Busbius inforns the readers" !an wmmmbered host was shut up in
-umyplaceandonever- handpﬂsmbnﬂt]ugmfwmmd
violators of tonbs were now £illed with bishops and elders end deacons;
ﬂthgaadersandeuorcistn,soth&bmmmmwmfleﬁin
them for condemned criminelsi! ®: . (This Sepond Eddet was issuod in
Marchj 3034)¢ !

Tt would scom thit.there was Andeed a definite pwrpose in Dice
dlotian's ordering the leaders of.the Chmrch to be, imprisoneds . "Christ—
dan hopes of rebe]l*.'m;'u"ites Mﬁuﬂdhmw” tremendous

. an exhibition of imperial powery while Cartstion asptrations after . .
martyrdom would be colled by the positive refusal of gratificatiom.®

The occasion of Diocletian's visit to Rome in the fe1l of ‘303 gave
t’xemperoropco“hnﬁtytocoubimamtmumotymﬁng
berty to many of those in.prisons BHe had come to Rows to celebrate
ks Vicemaliz, the twentisth amiversary of his Telgn, with the probe.

" lem of the imprisoned Christian clergy still umsolveds . ' But.zot long
’ﬂfbarmivinginnome,mmumberﬂ.m;tobﬂmomumm
Mmmmwmummmmmmmmm
history hias nazod the Third Edicts Tt wes n ediet containing a con
dition, "mmwumnmaﬂwwmm“
thaaonmgoas. Mmotfmuyun.mwd.lﬂthﬂw“
tortmsofvic:lousdsgxwmbemm “*Bvery effort was mada to,
Gﬂfm'oeoheorc.er: 'mmmunlm'ammbw““b

a3

%g’méﬁ otmoomm p-la'l-.
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would be dragged to the altary the foul and umboly sacrifice would be
thrust into his right hand and then he would be relsased as though he
had secrificed. Another might never even touch the sacrifice, but
-hgotharadeelaradthathehadam.uwﬂdpwmdn
lemcs. Yot another wes 1ifted up half dssd, and was thrown down as
though he vore already a corpsej they freed him from his fetters and
counted him amongst thoso who had sacrificed. While another was
mmmmmmmm&mﬂu::mmkmm
mouth ard silenced by a mmber of attendants appointed for the purpose;
£inally he was violently thrust out of prisom, evem though he had nmot
sacrificed. Soamdmsmﬂwlq‘wmewmmtomto
hnvecainigéthcir ends. *=(Busebius). Thus at length the prisons were
emptied.”,

Yason's remarks on the Third Edict are of note, and are here
quoted in parte
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mmtim)mwhmm.uwmnmm

even to these provided they would sacrifice
thatifu‘:eymededmémmmh;{totmadmu;.a:g
it, .W.“kiggormmmgmhtmmmma

The Fourth Edict, issued in April, 30, extended the provisions of
the/T!_:MEdic‘btoinciudeautheﬂndsbhpa. Every can, woman, and
childwasomdtosaer:!ﬁceonmtyogm Truly this was a
bloody edick. ol ,

Deternining the author of this new edict brings to light that two
mon aro credited with having it published. The fact that Diocletiam was 3
ﬂljusbprior‘botheissunnoeofthisedietamipossib]ystﬂlrpcupuh
ating ic cited as the reason he couldn't possibly have written it.
Baynos and lioshoim contend that it was the work of Galerius, while
Schaff, lason; and Gwatléin nawe Maximian as the author. The writer pre-
mtmmmofmmﬂwmmémnm'-matmm
refors the readsr to the text of each source for further imwestigation.

R ey

edict commanding all-memy women, and children-to sac-
rifice and make libation on penalty of death.® 188
Yoshein: "In the second year of the persecutiom, A.D. 30k,

Dioclotian published a fourth edicty at the
of his son-p:l.:-lmandtheubheremﬂieaotthechrmms.u 139

Schaffs Miaximian issued the fourthy the worst of ally
April,BO;BOh-'m 5 .
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"mmm,putforthanediotthltmm.
wierever found werc to be compelled to sacrifice
in public, or upon refusal die." 191

Gwatlcing after stating Maximian issued this Fourth Edict, contimues:

"Diocletian aived skilful blows at the.churches, the books, and the

clergys liacinian's only idea wos to force on.every private Christian
the choice between apostasy and mam '

With the double abdication of Diocletian and Maximian in 305 Christ-
ians experienced new trends’in the persscution. In the West the hostil-
ity gradunlly subsided, but in the Bast there was a remewal of activity -
and & virtual reign of torror.. lxcinin Dasa had been appointed Caesar by
Galerins, and it is under his direction that the persecution in the East
mﬁm..'ﬂmm“igmd,md-itmwmwa
uulu\nu-ﬁmsmdm,mdmﬁéirmmmm
undactu]]ytastetheacmudm,udthnt];snmmmmtha
markets should be sprinkled wit.lh sacrificial wine." .

As to dating the Fifth Edict there Scems to be & protlem and a1l
that one can conclude is that 1t appomd:lntheﬂrstmd‘lﬂtm
the abdicabion of Dioclstism. Schaff gives the autum of 308 as the
date of its publicat:lon enq‘- Baynes p:lseu it early h 309, with both
mpiwmmmmmmmmmmmwm
the Fifth.: Faict,

Mmmmmmsmmmwﬁhmﬂd-
Gmtlmmmmammm;ﬂmsmmm'“““‘“

191, Mason, Bistorto Nartyrss pe 223+

11332‘ Gwatkin, op. ,upw- 36337 o
« Schaff oy 'He cit. > 611" On p.
.x.ﬁﬁ‘iﬁt_&phﬁgm’ ’ﬁeuwﬂdm

in Cambridge
th.tumuammotmmmoraﬂu
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variance with what hag just been mentioned in the preceding paragraphs.
Writing concorning the decline of the persecution in general immediately
after the abdicatlon and the reaction of Maximin Daza to this situation,
Gwatkin prosents the followings y

"So a fifth edict commanded that the Christians should
. . have the left foot disabled and the right eye cut out

« and its socket searcd, and then bo sont to slavery im.
. ‘the mincs, where further crudlty could be used with-

out attracting tovzuch attention.” 195 U 5 _

At any ratey; the Fifth Edict brought with it droadful conseghences,
espocially since 1ts provisions were of o decisive and bitter mature. Ia
comenting on the Fifth Edict, the historian Schaff, remarkss

"This mnstrmslmmbudnuda_mignofmfbr

.%o yoars, and left the Christians no’ alternative but

apostasy or starvation. All the pains; which iron and

stael, fire and cword, rack and cross, wild beasts and

beastly men eould inflict, were employed to gaim the

usclessc end." u "

The yoar 311 A.D. saw the unexpected happen. Galerius, suffering
from a horrible illness, issued an edict which was published on the
thirticth of April. -l Tt is known as the ‘Edict of Three Emperors! ,
as it was issuedﬁonmmdhinthemofcahrms,constmbm,
andl.ici_ﬂjns."m Shortly after its proclanation Galerius died, and
Uexindn Pasa waged a revival of the persecutlon and inaugurated a pro=

: : ¥
gran of pagan restoraion which eont-m_ndmtﬂhisdnafhinBB. Tever-

mﬁ,mm“vsﬂmmmw&m@mm#

ﬁ: gmehaitmf,’ oC cf,';-PGB-
197. Baynes, 2"6&92. s ’552"'
193.1381', 22' oy Pe : . .




Roman Fxpire."

So that tho reader nay be enabled to understand tho opindons con-
cerning the Idict of Toleration of 311 which will be presemted, the text
of this vdick, 25 found in Busebius, 15 here includeds

Amongst our other measures,; which we are always making
for the use and profit of the commommealth, we have
hitherto endeavored to 'wring all things into couformity
with the ancient laws and public order of

and to bring it about aiso that the Christians, who
have abandoned the religion of their ancestors, should
return to sound reasom. For in some way such wilfule
ness has seized the Christians and such-

them that they do not follow those comstitutions of the .
ancients, which peradventure their owm :
established, tut entirely according to
ment and as it pleased they were making
themselves as they would obsérvey and in
places wore assembling various sorts of
short, when our cozmand was issued that
bobtake themselves to the institutions of
many of thex were subduod.lv

ff

k
]
i

own
+laws

%E

;
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¥
Eeed
it
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ruined. Tet when great mmbors of
determination, and we saw that they neither gave worship
~and’due reverence to the gods mob yet regarded the God

1
i
;
T

of the Christisnsy; we
oild clerency and of the
in this cago also ;
granted to them, that the Christisns might
and might establish their gatherhes, yet
do nothing contrary to good order. By

%E
i
i

[ the com=
of the commonwealth, and for their omn, that
momrealth endnraonaywsidnummdandmt
the?mbﬁblatounm]ymm!rmhma.'zm

®The &dict of toleratiom,” writes.Schaff, "sms an involuntary and
irresistitle conceseion of the incurable impotence of heathenism and

199. Schaff, op. cibes Pe T2
m. &yar’ m’ 0 o § DDe Ms.




'tbindmtructi’alepc*erofwm It left tut a step to the

m;&ommmwummmmmorw

Caesars.'

EiIman offers the following camts:

Whether this edict aasdictatad'bywisdm. or by re-
mrss, or by superstitious terrory whether it was the
act of o statesman, conviliced by experience of the'
impolicy, or cven the injustice, orhissangu:lmryaotsy
-ﬂmtﬁer,mtn_agonissofhismnhtm s ‘his
conscleneamsharassed\vﬂmthoughtofbiaturbud
victimsy ory having vainly solicited the assistance of
his omn deities, he would desperately endeaver to pro-
pitiate the favor, or, at least, allay the wrath of the
Christlans' Gody = the whole Roman world was witness to
the public and h\mil"_ating acknowledgzent of defeat ex-
hortcd from the dy:lng emperor.™ 202

Thctoneoftheedintmpar*ammmm Thepsrsaw.—
tion had been well meants Thefacbmthatithaafaﬂeddnu.apuh
posa. Pema.')sliason'sthwghtsonthnmtufrchﬁtimofmml
Mmmgimmmm-mmmumwﬂ
its contents. Spea:.ingofthoedictﬁasmoﬂoﬁt

T it a few before he expired ho zvestoretﬂmriat-
lanity to 1tng-'.’;.vﬂegeﬂ but the rostoratiom is couched
in longuage trcachercus, contredictorys and sour with the
nostvimlenthatmd.uﬂeﬁmeg‘fnfnlofmm » and foll
of terror. He believed in our

Chrictians believdd in his. -His tortures soanht:hh
be the vengeance of Christ whoss disciples he "
but he lsys the blaie upon the Christians, because they
had forsaken Christ. The dying Empsror MA%MWW'
makes no confession, except of his his impotence.

to
'bod:tmeandaubuitthem Christ, by pretending
hmtnpemmmmtamm.liﬂlam,b

h cdict of toleration in the Church's face, and
ﬂ.f’-;.i”;&;:rsmm that it will win bim an indsmit?-.' 203

%;

201. Schaff, op. ei.t-, ;ol. 3. p. 1.
. L)

202, Eilman (]
2051 Nasem, Henssestion of Disslstian, P 299
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It 1s not to be forgotten that the edict of 311 makes no provision
for the restitution of church property taken during the persecution.
Also, it is to be remembered that the roquest that the Christiams pray
to their God for the emperors might be am indicatiom of Galerius' su=
perstitious mind,

One may wonder wiy Haximin Dasa did not also sign this edict. As
far as can be determined, his hatred of the Christians was an important
factor for his failure to add his meme to a proclamation for toleration.
Only iiason, of all the sources considered, presents a comment on this
subject. Ilis view ist "iaximin refused to set his sesl to Galerius
edict. He found it the easier to réfuss, because his uncle's immediate
doath released hin from the fear of having to give accomnt of his inde-
pendence., Elatingtlwmnmhubﬂd,bmmtﬂmw.
foraal enactment to allow her freedom and Justice.”  Thus it was that
Yaximin contimued to persecute and sttempted to rebuild the pagan church
and systen vntil his death in 313 and the appearance of a far better
edict of toleration, the Edict of ilan.

: Ashasa]readybeeanmrintHsWhmmm
canatmam:!‘l'.heit'avm'.htl.‘eakoi‘'I'.beg!‘llt!’01'“"“"":‘-'-""'"1"""""3't'l"e“5’3'”"f

Dmmm,tmmwmmmumumwhm
to believe. For ome thing, Diocletian wes a man of study and wanted to
stress leniency in dealing with the Christians. Bamogosthiﬂm
Gibbon belleves that Diocoletian permitted the persecution.  His person=

228'5‘: EI%‘% > ?iit.. Yol 2, Chape XV, pe 6le
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al distaste for Lloodshed and his desire for a humeme trestment of the
Christions, which he manifested at the time of dociding to persecute,
also figure into the picture. "I was Diocletian's express wish that
in extirpating Christiantty no blood be sheds He knew what happened
. in earlier persecutions. 'As a rule,! he sad, the Christisns are
only too happy to dle.t H!angnui:motw“tob
conducted on nilder principles.® ;

Although he himself was & follower of the Roman deities, it would
seem that Dioclotian was wise enough o contemplite the possibilities
of a mitual cxistance of the éw systems, according to same. "The gods
of paganisn had not boenyas was the Semitic Jehovah; Jeslous deitiess
thammmomint!mmldngoutothistukmm'oonmtm.d
the worchinpers of the Christian Gods Statesnanship could hardly cons
to any othor conclusions® ; il

In addition %o thoso thoughts, the reader is asked to keep in mind
thtmﬁa@hﬂma@ﬁammwtwhm
mtmmtmmwmmmmmmww
Galerins and Yaxinin Dasa give opportunity for consideration of the
mssimwmmmhammmmmhmm
ma,andmmdisam“tohumt : :

Gﬂarhsmamofmmﬁm“c"m““
lmaheshmdmpiwfofm“'“‘ Vhen Constantins was Caesar
' Ghristians were treated leniently by him and as Augustus the policy of

25: e, Bt sy - 2
207. Bavnss, oy Pe
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this man becawe oven more cormendeblss "The persecutions against the
Christians coased absollrbelyintha eomtr:lsauhicboboyedh:h; and his
Just exomple was foll;ggdw&mm,momatmdpemtotherm
of Ttaly and Africa,” "It wvas quite otherwise in Illyricum; in Thrace,
Asia-iinor, and the Orieni;, where nothing was opposed to the will of
Galerius and of Yaximin, his creature. In these men natural ferocity was
at the scrvice of religioué convictions Galeriws was devout, laxinin a
fanatic. The latter combined an unbridled, brutal, and despotic 1;.8311-
tiousness with an extraordinary szeal for the worship of the gods.”

The devotion of Galerius to the pagan system may in itself be con=
siderod 25 reason enough why that personage aa_sunedla great rolc in the
persecution. The pagan leaders needed a pmrful leader to carry out
their ideas of preventing their defeat by tlm chr:l.sb:lans fSuch a one
they found in Dioclenianis son-in-l=w; the Cassar; Caius Galerius Yax-
imien. This princo had raised himself from obscurity Ly his warlils
talents, Educatéd in the blind superstitions of paganism; he was de=
voted %o his Foligion; and moreover zads great account of sacrifices and

210
diV:lna:biom. >

Mawinin Daza, ea:ued by lieander; "the bitterest ene!:d' of Gm'ist:lan:l:lv

21
and the Christians,® mewiseearnedforhimselfa]sadmgro]a:inthe

persecution. mmmsmmmmsdhhhntmw. A
-asatooltothepr:lestss

man "inclined by mnative disposiit:lon to serve
I
andatthe aamtimoraz-ough,mmt,mddespotictmr

such

208, crevjnr, Ops ail‘-.,-p. 9:5 _ :

209, Duchesne, Op. Cites Ps

Zl.0: Lemder,’? H'E., Vol. 15 Pe 1Se
y Do 2¢

211, Thid., Vi
212, T6Id., Vol. 25 Pe 2«
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as Maxinin was, could hardly be expected to.répréss his own desire for
amihilating the Christiens. That is why the studemt imvestigating this
period can discern 2 definite policy in Maximin's parsecuting, especially
in the last persecution he conducteds There were three main underlying

* prineiples: an orgenized repression by mmicipal euthorities, a re-
" vamping of the set=up of heathenism, and tho establishment of education

on a purcly heathen foundation. :
Trom the tims of the publication of the First Edict all through the
persecution the role of the Christiams in the persecution was ome of vary=
ing degree. "Mough they goverally obeyed within the 1iilts of conscience
and submitted boyond thea, deep resemtaent was wiiversaly interperata
lansuagze common, {ierce defiance not rare.” lany were the evidences
of Christian horoisn, bub just as nokiceshls were the defections, as had
been tho case in provious persecutictiss In geveral, it can be said there

. were four courses of action taken by the Christiamss some- remained loyal

to the fvuhandperished,otharahmfmmmm&ath,a-
notherportionresomatomﬂdedtuﬁcstoemhm,andstﬂl

others;gaveuptheirﬁodandsnhﬂthd-
mmmwmmmmmmmm'a

m,audmmmummmmmdmumm

thafacbt.mtmchristimdidmtum:lnlihm.
-hshemmmmtwdhdmmmuth

sinupumirmdm,mmmmmho with death in

e Glnbldn, » dtﬁ mh 351"352'
ZI'é:lJ:iL. Owatidn, -—mz ’: Do 3314
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view, andwarebrandedas!‘raditors.as Kurts remarks that "the nunber
of the Lapsi, thoush still considerable, was in proportion very much

less than under the Decian peraaentlm._'m Fentioning the tortures and
sufferings endured hy the Ghris'b:lana, ¥ilnan gives us the following:
FThose wiwo submitied performed thoe hated ceremony with visible reluctance,
with treszbling hond, averted countenance, and deep remorae of hearty those
who recisted to death were anizated by the presence of miltitudes, ?i"z

if they dared not applaud',_*could scarcely conceal their admiration.”

The historian Schaff offers these words: "In this as in forwer persecu~
tions, ti:e number of apostates who preferred the esrthly life to the
heavenly, was very great. To thess was now added also the new cless of
the traditores wio dolivered the holy Soriptures to the heathon suthor-
ities to e humea.«m NOthers = and examples of this. class we find
particularly in Forth Africa, where a certain leaning to enthusiasa be-
longed %o the native temperenent of tho pecple — chsllenged the pagan
mazistrates to do their officey and courted artyrdom with a fanatic
zeal,™ writes l’ieander.m That there vere even some of the clergy thab
did not reain steadfast is brought out by Duchesue, when he says: - fHore=
overy the bishops end clerg o.ft-an showed themselvas accomzodating and
B2Vo up thoir holy books, thinking, doubtless, that it would be easy
later on to obtein new copies.” Mmmbhoralsosueahsof

those who sought death. "Excited entlmsiasts,® he adds, "rushed to

Gﬂ'n Ds 208. x )
%: fgf'ggm, : £ Vole 1’ Pe 8L«

217. !ﬂlﬁﬂﬂ, 0P -G -’ Pe 229
haff Vol. 24 Pe 69.
215 Hoamien 22""{”_2. o1 35 pe Ll
2200 Duchem, .9 Po 1 Te




33

mwmmmnwmmm,m
mmmm- mmmmamdm
Christians, "Mmmﬂmmm,'hm,wctﬂmm
agraathmtodnmﬂwmmtodo,mmtom
hmdmmr;othmsmsiﬁhgatfiut.mmm.wmw
thehmrofﬂwdnngoommﬂthmottbtm'm Tlnlll'!'
mmmdmmmmu.mmnmmuw
Duchesna, who describes them as followsi"Many deceived the police, sent
their slaves or their pagan friends to sacrifice in their stead, and tims:
obtained their certificate of sacrifice. Others m:l.ondc eiﬂpler nothod
8t111; and bought this certificate, if they could £ind anyone disposed to
,mnittoﬂm.ﬂm.m;mmwm;wmm
their homes, mwmmmmmwms "Instead of
thaoopmsoftmﬂo]xsmma.twmmwﬂf :
some herctical books, and tims tried to satisfy at omce their comscience
and thelr covardice.t  %ind it mast never be forgotten that Guristians
were at times provocative. mmnwmwlw
mmmmmmamaméﬂgwmm““’
timedbeabinghinashammﬂngmmﬂ.'
mmwwmmﬁmmm“mm:
mmmsswmﬂmmmmw'hmmm
mwmmmﬂmrwhmmmmmm‘hmm

Ibid Pe 18.

ﬁ‘ -, Pe 19- - oaks ‘ &.
225. Baynes, 29.._..-3 Pe
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airtyoerbainmehima,withtheirmbdbbdhundﬂy
uncovered, prosented this most foul, cruel, and inhuman spec—
tacle to all beholdersj others again perished, bound to trees

of the martyrs to each of these, they then let loose the
boughs to resume their natural position, designing thus.to
produce - violent action, to tear asunder the limbs of those-
they tims treated. And all these things were doing not cnly
:for a few days, or some time, btut for a seriss of whole
years.® 227 X 3

Once an entire tomn was da:rl'.rq'adg-as Euscbius informs uss

Windeed the armed soldiery.surrounded a certain Christian

. tomm in Phrypia, together with the garrison, and hurling
fire into it, burnt them, together wiik women and childreny
callinz upon Christ the God'of alle And this; because all
the irhabitants of this towmn, evem the very governor and
magistrate with all the men of rank, and the whols.peoplej
confessed’ themselves Christians snd would not obey, in any
degree, thoso that commamded them Yo offer sacrifice.® 220

lany martyrs died in this great persecution, bub the mmber is wn-
Ynown. Tho martyrdom of a pelace domsstic described in Eusebius, 1s
of special intemstsinceithalpstbemadwt.oaae;_hlbhujmatﬂs
the suffering endured by meny en individual Christize

~ -
"He was led into the middle of the aforesaid city, before
thoseenq:erorsalmm'mntiom_d‘ﬂemthanmmﬂdto

227. Cruse; op. ciles PP» 310'311
228. Ibiﬂ.’ Pe -
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unless after theee sufferings he breathed his last before .

they had completed their task. He, howsver, perscversd

in his purpose,. andamuph:lsufe,vietoriminths

widst of his.tortvres. Such was thoe martyrdom of one of

the imperial domestics, worthy in rcn:u.ty of his name,

for he was called Peter.“ 229

'Efost certainiy the muortmmnmmmmmmneum
one of falt:zandcouruge, oroffearandahm. Before going on to the
next yoint in our study it is perhaps of imterest to the reader to Imow
that Avthur Mason, who made eons:ldenbie study of this period and of the
persecution, rolates-in soms cbtaﬂ the treatment and deaths of m:w

230

martyrs. 2

"The inert resistance of the general nass woaried ocut the, vexatious
and haraseing neasures of the government.” - Ab the timp of the First
Edict -E;.herc s a now type of magistrate in office to cxecute the order,
a determined individual, £illed with greed and hatred and the desire for
bloodshed. Bub the scene changed. By the time the Fourth Edict appeaved
the megistrates and governors carrying oub the decrecs were seemingly
less interested. wmmmm%mmmt,m
l'mere were even

the attempt to make them offer sacrifices failed.®
mwho,mthetemorthakoﬂmmmd,mmdotmthm
Put 2 single Christian to doaths Tn the metter of the pagsn actions re-
quired, the authorities were very: ' easily satisfied; sometimes thags regis-
tored psople against ﬂmuwiussmgcomliedﬂtbtham. By

the time t!:eﬂdietofTohﬂtimmismdinﬂl,mtonh‘mchﬂsb-

|

%’ ar p' 306' Persecubion of D:I.oc]atian; . 151-8, 159-1669_11,
172-£i 1331:%:’ m’c:.t ‘De 220+

- 5 - -’ [ ] {3 u

232, losk lﬁm'%g oy Pe 210, note 1l.
2330 Dunhesm-, OPs oy Peo 19«
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mhadplayadastw:gamleinthemmm,mmgm
ment officials ldkewise. 3 vl %

mmamwmmsormmmmmtw
bubhtthaﬁaandthaGhn‘eh msm.hummmmm
‘persemtionwasafaﬂmmdhadmhdto]mﬂm;mitmhm-
take the uasuofestablishinghamowmmmuusomm
vhich had chown itself o be based upon a solid foundationy the Christian
Church, mwm:mmmmmmmm;m
it mst deal with the problems within its m housahold.

Aﬂ!nndsoffhtithmatuhaofmmntmamtm’thew
of relics incrossad, legacndsmg‘.lﬂn much oog;hidomiom and the selec—
t:lonof localpatmnwmmmtm

Wiy Christisns who had been driven by the persecution of Dio- v/
cletian out of Egypt, Iybis, end Syris, took m with the M@W
barbarien tribes, endthemmmma?‘mmﬁm

vhich they could not £ind in the Roman empire.® Thisfwhcﬂ]at!for

the Ghurch's jemodiate attant:lnn, since its mead into mi‘:lalds
mug‘ﬁnthltwmmmmtﬂ!aﬂmm of organiszation.
"hen,too,ﬂmemmpmb]mofmmmm:nﬂorgw
ization of the Chmrche wdmwmmmm.
Thﬁpeoplemrelikashenpﬁtmtam Wmm]y -
hcﬁ-ﬂeduetoenfomdabmof'@hnmso mrmocropm i
mvadleaam @aum.mmmbam-ﬂ.thm#mm-

e,

IIﬂ .ci.
233!5‘- Necmi_?ai,m. 2,p.12h.




and the Lapsi. - ,
ag&ﬁosﬂa.ﬁgggifﬂﬁu
of traditery "so too, sszuﬂaﬁqg&g against whom the

accusation SEE.EEEFE Such a EE@EEE
converted into a ﬁnﬁoﬂhou.gnﬂnegong% the ..

matter to prove. the accusstions.”  There were two parties which tock

a’'stand o e«ﬁ»ﬁgggg gg%i
to each othor in their -argumentatiom, uuan_ggﬁqﬁng
or recognition to the famatic martyrs. ?.E.%?Bl«

Yensurius of Carthage. ?&ﬁﬁdﬂ.gqg.ssﬂuﬁ?
hop in Twridia, folt that those whom lensurins called fanatic martyrs did
deserve honor and credite g&&iﬂ%#&uﬁoﬁ»ﬂ.
matters lod directly into the fazous Domatist and Meletlan schisms.

g&o@oﬂ&w.ﬁsﬂﬂsggsgﬁgggg

' secution wis indeed an immediate comsequence of wajor importance after
the cessation of hostility in the last great persecutiom. .
. With Constantine’s ascent to the throns cane the arder for the re:




~39-

ggg?o&ﬂ&&oﬂﬂ@ggggg
of the indifferonty it affected then the ememies of the church, and
brought ahout & complete revulsion of fesling fomsts the auds hated and

. despiced cect. ¥

: gﬁgaggﬁggﬁggé !
cause echolars to advence opinions. They are the mmber of sartyrs thet
ﬁmzﬂﬁnﬁgg.sogﬂg%gguﬁ! :

and the reliability of the two main primary sources, Fusebius and -

* ' Lactantius.

Tn genoral, the total fumber of thoss who perished’in tio persecu-

tdon; vhother wilfilly or unwilfully, camot be deternined.. "One camot  °
undortaks to give any fair idea of the.mariyrs of even of the tortures of
that tine," writes agf that 9Tt is idle to attempt to

L] ; E
oﬁﬁseﬂsgﬂw&gﬂﬁoﬁagﬂauuﬁgwﬂﬁ.ag

Gibbon proposes a plan wherehy the mumber can be estimated and determined.

T, ."e it 15 ressonable to believe that the country . ;
© which hed given birth to Christianity produced at. :
least the sixteenth part of the' martyrg who suffered. -

%ﬂﬂuﬂhggogaggrgh
thé whole migit consequently amount to about fifteen
undred, a mumber which, if it is equally divided be-
: ‘tween the ten years of the persecutions will allow an
: T




“ cmntingonthia,x,n.aihlerqnsmmmwm
‘ebout the porsecution with curious bias, umwmmm
mnimhisendmm,mmmmmmhhw;
mmsbmt,assimleahﬂmbsotthe.«antsm;huaightoftha
- fact that it rust have been his desigm here to disperage the Christians
and their lea'.'.ers."ahs. .
Asrortixamtmrorﬂamm:ohwmiamm
namod. B&.tﬁmumpmmmwmmmM,
after all, tho real authory aind that tho accounts of history have simply
failed to divorce the name. of Diocletian from the persecution which be=
gen during his reign. What has already been writtea in these pages it
is hoped will help the reader in deciding for himself who thi real
author wes, Tho failurc to mention, however, the arguments of lason,
would be a failure to offer a convincing defense of Diocletian and his
part in the persecution. Fesom writest ' } ;3
mﬂrsaswbmmwmamm.““w ‘
of the Persecutors® is interested to paint Diocletian as
cdious in his persornal charactor, and as hostile to' the
Church es he can possibly meke him. He records most

grodeingly the old Emperor's successive resistances -
how he is torn along from point to poiut, grasping at

i
&
i
B
8
£
%
f
{

of Calerius . « « Euse v i
eighth book was written no special 5 of
- fornation, but ropresents the cwrrent opimion of the

213, E. 0. Sihler, From ugustus to Angustine, p. 158




translates him without modifying, it is

to notice that as late as the middle of the eleventh
century, when the name of Diocletian was as indissolubly
comnecied with the persecution as it is noW, Cefremus,
though he fancies that Diocletimm's perseccutiom had been
raging for a long while past, introduces an entirely new .
contest, in the year 303, under the auspices of Galerius.
And this iz positively all the evidence that we cam glean
from the original authorities, There is not a single wilt-
noss in all antiquity who can be summoned to prove that
the war against the Christians originated with the Great

Augustus.? 24k 3 25

Busebius and Lactantius were contemporaries of Diocletisn and be-
ozuse of this, their accounts are of some values Howevery as can be
detected in the above quotation, each of these men btetray a definite
attitude. There is ome source which can be said to express the gemeral
opinion of most historianss Fusebius and ILactantius center their ma~-
terial in the ecc].eshsticelﬂslﬂﬂﬂ. m_bitter bacanse.oftheparas-
cution. mmummgmh.%mmmmm
worst comstruction on all that Diocletian dide




V. Conclusion

Invievofwhatlmabeenpmmtedinthistham;itumtdﬂ-_
ficult for the reader to perceive that the persecution under Discletiam,
his co-rogents, and his imediate successors had a great effect upon the
mmmmgpmmm:msuu,mm;-mmmm
Christian,

The effect of the persecution on the State was seem in the State's
realization that the persecution had been a failure. The organized a-
ttemttocmsnchrjsumwhaaremmmmsm Christianity
msmmgnizedmaﬂmmimﬂthammeapabhof
erushing and withetending the wnited efforts of government to forestall
its trivmphent march forward. The determinetion to esteblish a system
affording harmony between the Roman State and the Christian Church for
ﬁhehemﬂtanduélfuaofbgththanmiqmmhamthaob-
Jectivaoi‘sucoeadﬂngmhr.a. - :

The persecution of Diocletian effected the Church in a twofold vay.
The ity of it compoment perts end the spparent dissension within its
ranks were both brought about as a result of the persecution, and the
Church saw the need for strengthening the former, and attending to the
problens comiscted with the latter. The stage was now sot for the grest
mﬂwmmmtﬂe'mm#mmhﬁhmm;
stood@agmattheondmshtﬂflmmm The realization of its

E
:
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meOJOMWMMMhMthM
hostmwhadmademthamehhmuummto
buﬂ.duponafimmmmmmsnmummmqrm
could not prevail against it. : :
Even the individual Christisn was effected by the persecutions The
edicts which were issusd so fast and so maliclously had forced hin to make
adecisionaé%omm.mwmbepm The individual had
mraecmmoftmmmofmmmuwnmmtomm
ordafat,andﬂmnm.inspihorthawmm,audm
vas both stoadfast and praiseworthy, Christiaus bocame comvinced that
their roligion was one vhich was alive and one which had something to
offor. Tho fact that Christianity had defeated what many am individual
had thought to be unconguerable did mich toward the strengthening of the
tmmtxmmmmmmmm :
Mmm%ms@iﬂhﬂ%nmmmm
salient points which should be remembered in commection with the perse-
cution of Diccletiam. The reader is aslked to keep in mind that the under-

lying causes for this last great persecution by the Roman State were mu-
merous ond that all of them tended to contribute toward the final purge.

Then too, the system of govermsent and the men at the head of that system
ﬂasumrolesinth.:lspgrsecnﬁonfarmater:muhtiu importance than
linnfomrpersecutiom.- This persecution was the result of a gradual

movensnt toward a showdovn between heathenism and Christisnity, and shils
‘1tisdesmtﬁumgmme.m,htitmmmﬂmm
presented makes it necessary for the student or reader of this thesis to

B T T o S p——.
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mmﬂrmishanai&aofﬂnmm'odngtoahﬂnﬁo_
conclusion as to the authorship. Another point to be remembered is that
the exact mmber of thoso who were martyred or who defscted is not known
batthattheeffectsoftbquﬂmotmmmmmm
drto the Church end the State. )

. The persocution of Dioclotian is indsed an interesting subject to
studys One camnot bit feel that this attempt to stamp-out an orgamise-
tiom not Limited to a partdcular locals has many lessons for the Chris-
tian of the Twentieth Contury, Perhaps it is trus that history repests
itself. At any rate, present day leaders in various parts of the world
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commected with the Diocletian persecution. dJust as determined are many
organized groups today to rid the world of the Christian religion, and it
15 hopod that their trend towrd hostility can ba curbed. The Christ-
ian of the Twenticth Century most assuredly cam see in this study nany
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even todsy moves on to the final end complste victorye
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