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CHAPTFR I
INTRODUCTION

The reader of the New Testament Sceripture frequently comes a=
cross references to prophets and the gift of prophecy in the HNew
Testamsnt Church, At first thought the casual reader may pay little
attention to theose references since prophots are referred to again and
again in the Old Testament. Upon further reflection, however, he
may become curious as to what their office and function really was.
After all, prophecy is often regarded %o have ended with the coming of
John the Baptist, and very few ever think of comparing an Agabus, for
exanple, with a Jeremiah, although both are classified as prophets in
Scripture, It is surprising too that very few books have been written
directly on the subject of Christian prophets.

The purpose of this study, therefore, is to find out as much as
possible about the prophets of ths New Testament Church, to find ont
vho they were, where they were found, what was their function, and what
was their influence in the early Christian Church. The study is so
organized as to give the reader a brief overview of the prophetic in-
stitution prior to the time of the New Testament Church first, as this
will lend to a better understaniing of those chapters which speak of the
Newr Testament prophets themselves. Whensver Scripture is quoted, the
Authorized Version is used unless otherwise designated.



CHAPTFR II

THE PROPHETIC INSTITUTION Il ISRAEL BEFORE
THE TIME OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH

A Study of the Israslite people and nation of 0ld Testament
times roveals to the historian what a tremsndous influence the pro=
phetic institution had uwpon tho Jewish people and how the members of
this prophstic institution actuelly influenced the vary life and action
of the nation itgself, In ocur brief overview of tho prophstic institue=
ticn ag it exlsted in Isveal before the time of the New Tesbament
Uinn‘ch; it 1s .hrporbant for us to note first of dll that this was not
a mhenads institution, but ons instituted by God Himself, In this
sense it is unique over against similar institutions existing in the
heathen countries round about theme The Cancanites had their diviners
and soothsayers of all sorts, and witches pragticed their Satanic arts
among themy the Egyptians had their magicians, sorcerers, and star
gazers, tut only Isracl could claim a prophetic institution of divins
origin which had for its members men who were divinely called to this
institution and who truly acted as God's spokesmsn to His people
Tsracl. '

There is one passage in particular in the Old Testament which
speaks with some detail sbout the divine origin of the prophetic in-
stitution in Isracl, It is Deuteronomy 18:19=22, This passage contains
part of the message which Mbses told to the people of Israel by divins
command shortly before thoy were to enter the promised land of Canaane
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In the verses immediately preceding this passage lMoses had describsd
the functions of the Levites, who were the appointed guardians and
promoters of the Law. The chief task of these Levites was to instruct
the people in the Law and also to promote a living fellowship and re-
lationship with the Lord by means of the sacrifices at the altar.® God
knew, however, 'I:.h;:l'. the Hosaic institutions in themselves would prove
insufficient for the neods of the Israelite people in the altered cire
cumstances of the new land they were to inhabit, Ths revelation at
Sinai, to be sure, was amply sufficient to maha known the will of God,
bul; God knew too the sinfulness of man's heart and man's natural ten=
téncy to go astreye. There was a need for God to give to His people a
more detailed and concrete instruction in the way in which Hs would
have them walk. Therefore, in order to help the Israelite people over=
come the temptations which would face them, especially as they cams
into contact with the idolatrous and superstitious practices of the
Canaanite nations, God gave to His peovle the gift of the prophsotic
anctitution, " Through this institution the Israelites would receive
further revelation from God as it was neededs

Thus in verses 9-=ll of Deuteronomy 18 God warns the Israelites
against learning the abominable practices of the heathen nations with
whom they would come into contact, WNine superstitions and practices
are emmeratede In contrast to these idolatrous and superstitious
practises, which range from various methods of divination to the practice
of srecery and consulting with the dead, lMoses spoke to the people say=-
ing, Deuteronomy 18:1l=18:

Yosward Young, My Servants The Prophets (Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
 Ferdmand Publishing %., Z e  oprets
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Bub as for thee, ths Lord thy God hath not suffered thee so to

do, The Lord thy God willrelse up unto thee a prophet from the

midet of thes, of thy brethren, like unto ms3 unto him ye shall

‘hearken; accarding to 2ll that thou desirest of the Lord thy God

in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, Let not me hear again

the voice of the Lord my God, neither let me see this great fire
any more, thabt I die nots And the Lord said unto me, They have

well spoken that which they have spoken. I will raise them uwp a

Prophet from among their krethren, like unto thee, and will put

ny words in his mouthy and he sghall speak unto them all that I

shadll command him,

Hore we see set forth the vast difference between the diviners and
the enchanters of the people of Canaan and the prophets who were t2
speak for God to the people of Isracl. Vihereas the Cansanites hearkened
to the word of man, the Israclites are to give ear only to the Vord of
God as spoken by the prophsts. Attempts have sometimes been made to
advence various theories to account for an extra~Hsbrew origin of pro=
phecy, and some wish to overlook the sharp distinction between sooth=
saying and prophecy in an attempt to discount Hebrew prophecy as a
uniquo divins bestowal,® but the passage just cited very clearly poimts
out that prophecy, the gift of God, and the superstitions of Canaan,
have nothing to do with one another. They are placed in compleite con=
trast with each other,

liost scholars see in Deuteroncmy 18:15 and 18 a direct Messianic
reference to Christ, and that there is such a reference is certified by
the testimony of the Apostle Peter and Stephen in the Hew Testament.”

Ve shall discuss this point more fully later. Most scholars also agree,

2For further information on Hebrew prophecy as a unique divins
bestowal seo Ibide, pPpa 25=27. Also see Walter A. Maier, "Holrew Pro=-
phecy A Unique Divine Bestowal," Coneardia Theological Monthly, V
(32rch, 193)), 199=205.

3pcts 3:22-263 7337552
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however, that this prophecy has ibs immediate fulfillment in the long
1line of prophets who served as God!s spokesmen to the peopls of Israel
whensver they were in msed of such revelation. Andrew Harper, a moted
Hebrow exegots, statess
1% was not only in the far-off Msssianic time that Isras) was to
£ind this divinely sent prophot that knmorledge of God's will and
purposes which it neededs Israel of a1l times, tempted by the
customes of 1ts heathen neighbors tc go to the diviners, vas to
have in Jalweh's prophet a contimal delivarence from the temptas
tion. That implies that this Nabhl, or prophet like unto iloses,
was to be contirﬁa:\:ly recurring, at evory turn and crisis of inis
nation's carcer,
M, Tdward Young sumiarises the study of mozb scholars on this passage
by stabing that it contains tho following double referonce:
1. There was %o bo a body of prophets, an institution, which
wovld declare the words that God commanded.
2¢ Thaere was to be ons great prophot, who alons would be like
Moses and might bo compared with him, namely, the Messiah,d
At present we ghall discuss this passage only in the sense that it re-
fers to the prophotic institution being estzblished in Israel, and we
want to note the basic characteristics which it ascribes to the members
of the prophetic institutions
Ve notice first of all that the prophat whom the Lord will raise
up is said toc be "from the midst of thee" and "from thy trethreni® Im
other words ho is ©o be an Israelites As far as can be established this
is a basic characteristic which is common to all prophsts, both litcrary
and none=literary, of Old Testament times. There 1s but ons exceptionw=

that of Balaam, who prophecied for Balak, the Moabite lac:l.ng.6 Balaam,

by navew Harper, The Book of Deutercnomy in The Expositors Bille
(Londons Hodder and Wnﬁﬁ-ge.

5!01:1113, Ope Cltey; De 3h.
Gﬂmberu 22-2l;,
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therefore, is excluded from ths trus lino of prophets, and ws note
that he was bubt a heathen soothsayer to whom the Lord gave divine re-
velation at that one particular time.

Secondly, we notice that the prophet is to be "like unto mo [lioseg] .*
lbses is not necessarily pub upon an equal plans with the prophets by
this statement, or even called a prophst. BRather, he is regarded as a
standard or measure with which the prophats may be compared. As Moses
was God's ropresentative before the people, so the prophet was to bes
a:l.so.7 The Old Tastaﬁent contains mumerous references to the prophet
as a "man of Gode" The Very name by which the prophet is called, X’ J g
implies that he was God's representative, Its meaning will be more fully
explained later,

Thirdly, and this point contains several sub-divisions, the prophst
is spokgn of as the "mouthpiese" of God. Verse 18 dseclares, "I will
rub ny words iu his mouths and-ha shall spezak unto them all that I shall
command him.® This, perhaps, can be regarded as the most important
characteristic of the prophets, namely, that the Lord in some way or
another revealed to the prophets the very words which they were to speak,
words which they in turn were to transmit to the people. For this
reason the prophets came before the nation, not as religious leaders who
héda.mrd to speak in their own nams, but rather as those who were com=

Ts. R Driver, Deuterc in The Internationsl Critical Comaentary
® L f |

{NW York: Charles mﬁm, 1§b5), De 523. nTE is not

the promised prophet is tobe 'like' XMoses in every respect, or in other
words to be equal vith him: he is to be like him, as v. 16=18 show,

in the fact of being Jehovah!s representative with the peopls, but not
necegsarily in being His ropresentative in tho same degres in which lbses
Was o o o' e™
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pelled to give utterance to a word which had come to them from the
Lord, This constraint upon the prophets to speak that message which
God had revealed to them is shown in Amos 3:8, "The lion hath roared,
who will not fear? The Lord God hath spoken, who can but prophscy?®
It is also shown in Jeremiah 2029, "But His word was in mine heart as
a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing,
and I could not stay,” On the other hand, for ths prophets to proclaim
anything as God's word which was not Cod's word was strictly forbid-
den, Thus in Deuteronomy 18:20 we read, "But the prophet, which shall
presume to speak a word in my name, which I have not commanded him to
speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that pro=-
phat shall die.® |

In speaking of the prophet as the recipient of revelationwe note
that the source of his inspiration is indicated as the Spirit of God,
or 'b!;e Holy Spirit. Thus the prophet lHicah testifies in ificah 318,
But truly I am full of power by the Spirit of the Lord, and of judg=-
nent, and of might « ¢ oo™ In 2 Peter 2:21 we read, "For theprophecy
came not in old time by the will of man:t but holy men of God spake as
they were moved by ths Holy Ghost." Other passages also could be
noted in this eormeetion.a This coming of the Holy Spirit to the pro=
phet sometimes brought on a state of acstasy.9 The question is often
raised why such a condition was imposed upon the recipient of revela=
tione In answer to this Dr. Edward Young explains that it was necessary
for the entire personality to be conquered and controlled while the

BNehemiah 93303 Job 32:83 Heb. 1313 1 Peter 1:1l.

91 Samel 193205 Numbers 2ksh.
PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
. ~«_ CONCORDIA SEMINARY
%ums:.«....h ~ B¥. LOUIS, MQ,

o ote'ulin S N
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Spiri:lz commmicated His mossage; especilally vas this true in the
cass of a Balaam and a Saul, in whom ths spiritual sondition of re=
ceptivity was most likely at a low ebbs It does not necessarily fol=
low, he adds, that this vas always the case when visions were rsvealed
unto the prophets, although a certain amount of bodily subjection may
have been present even in the revelation given to an Isaiah or an
Amnsﬁ.m

The manner in which the Spirit comveyed the prophetic message
varieds Douteronomy 18:18 mersly states that the Lord would put His
vords into the prophet's mouth and does not explain how He would pubt
then theres Yet we know there were va;-ious ways in which the Holy
Spirit made 'His will knowm to the prophets, Phrases such as "thus
saith the Lord," "the Lord sent a word," %and the word of the Lord
came unto me," occur again and again in the veitings of the prophets.
They seem to indicate that the most common way for the prophat to
receive a revelation was through his sense of hearings It may be,
however, that God could cause the words which He spoke to be hcard or
impressed upon ths mind of the recipient so that he was aware of the
impression without the use of the physical organs of hearing.it A
reference to support this would be Isaiah chapter 6, which records the
vords God spoke to Isaiah in his inaugural vision, At times, however,
wo know that the physical organs of hearing were directly employed, as
when the prophet Isaiah speaks of the Lord revealing Himself "in my

ears. 12 g

lo!oung, 20 _G_j_-_to. Pe 1780
11hide, pe 1766
121 aiah 22:1k.
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God also revedled His words by meams of vision or sighte In
support of this statement 1t may be helpful o consider triefly ths
basic meaning of two Hebrew words sometimes used in the 01d Testamsnt
for "Prophote" TUp until the days of Samuel the word comonly used by
the Jewish people to designate the prophst was /7. 7 « 13 45 for the
etymology of this word, it is the participlal form of the 1007, »
meaning "o see." Hama, 57 R. 9 literslly mems ons wio sees, a saa-ar,
and refers 4o one who the rewvelation which God grants to mﬂu
This Hebirow:word for prophst indicates by its basic meaning that God
ab times did m2ks use of the prophets! senss of sight in revealing pro=
phacye That this is truc is dlso supported by various passages in
Seripturoe 5 '

The other Hebrew word used for prophet which stresses the use of
sight or vislons for the reception of the prophetic message is.?l’{ 7
It is derived £rom the roob :7;’17_7', and, as opposed to 57 ;}_"7_ ,--nlﬂnh
has special reference to seeing in the thsd.oatl. sense, §7 _1 Z has
specidl reforence to seeing as an imner, thoughtful gﬂgirb.m This word
is usually used when referring to the false mophsts, although Amos 1s
also calleda 77 7 &

Two other mt.hods by which the Holy Spirit revedled His message ware

13 samal 959.
Uyoung, ope cite ppe 6565
15Ams $383 832, ]
' Mgegenins? Hebrow and Chaldse Lexicon, translated with additions
e =2 {Grand Bepidst Vime Be Hordmans
Publishing Company, 1950)1 Pe 258.

17Ama Tsl2e
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by dreams’® and by theophanles—visions in vhich the prophet saw Gode
The inaugural visions of Isaiah and Ezekiel are examples of this type
n'f revelation,

Having discussed the prophet as the recipient of revelation, the
man vho had a message from Jahweh, we must also now view him as the
spokesman of this revelation, for he was also a man who had a mission
to tho people. This is the t}mught: contained in the latter part of
Douteronomy 18318, and it is also the thought expressed by the princi=
pal Hebrew word used for prophet, .X -’_-;.I e The exact etymolozy of
the word is uncertaine Gesenius suggests that it comes from the root
Ry { 3, meaning "to bubble forth.™’ The word would then taks on an
active meaning and refer to the prophet as one who speaks forth, ex-
cited by inspiration. Some say it is dorived from an Arabic root mean=
ing "to amnounce," and still others hare a nmumber of different 1deag,20
Fairbairn thinks that there is a difference of opinion as to its orig=
inal import, whether of active or of passive signification, bubt hs
states that practically, both the active and passive ideas are contained
ﬁ the word,; for ths true prophet was always one who received communica=-
tions from Jalmeh, but also one who received these commumications so
that he might import them to others.>t

To illustrate the point which Fairbairn makes, we might cite a few

18“1@5“ 12363 Jers 23328.
1%31neln Gesenius, Thesaurus Philologiens Critious Linguae Hehrases

: _B_!';- Chaldaeae Veteris Testamnﬁ tn. Doy ’ :. 838.
ZOID‘JIIQ, ODe 2_3-_20, PP» 56-57¢
Zpatrick Fairbairn, Prophecy (New Yorks Carlton & Porter, 1866),

Appendit A.
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usages of n:'.:j.; in Scripture. The Very pasage we have been study-
ing, Deutoronomy 18:18b, shows both the active and passive idea, The
A5 a1 T e ons who declares the word of God which has been given him
by Gode The same thought appears in Exodus 7:13 L:15,16. Txodus Tl
reads, "Behold I have made thee a God to Pharach, and Aaron, %hy brother,
shall be thy prophet." Txodus 4315, 16 soys, "Thou shalt speak unte
Aaron and pub words in his moath, and he shall be tly spolesman unto
the people.” In receiving the message from Moses 2s £rom God and in

commmicating this message to others, Aaron was toc do ths provhet's

Parte

Thus we conclude that the prophet was a person especially called
to carry on this twofold relation towards God and man--on the one side
to receive, on the other %o speak that which was received=1to bo, ina
mamnery, Cod's mouth, for the purpose of declaring the truths and v
folding the secrets which God would impart to hinm by special revelaw-
tions This was the peculiar calling of the prophet, and whatever was
uttered in tho fulfillment of such 2 calling mas a prophecy. Thus
Jeremiah, ons of the prophsts of the Lord, calls himsclf the Lordls
muth.22 Using the mouth, both for preaching and for conversing, was,
of course, the chief method employed by thepr-ophets to deliver their
message. Ve might note, however, that thsy also used other msthods,
such as acting out their massaga23 and writing down their message.
Another important factor of the prophetic institution given in

Dauteronomy 1839=22 iz the reaction the people were to have to the

22Jere 13175 15:19.
23) Kings 20835-423 Jers 13:11=11; Ezelicl 5:1-63 12:1-113 ete al.
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prophet's message, In verse 15 is the command "unto him ye shall
hearken," "Hearken" is the translation for the Hebrew verb & ‘K , '
which means more than just listening to the prophet and hearing what
ha has %o say., I{ iwplies obedience to the message of the prophst, who
spezks as God's mouthpiece. The importance of giving heed to the mes-
sage of the prophet is borns out in verse 19, where we read, "nd it
shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which
he shall spesk in my name, I will require it of himi" Ths £inal down=
£211 of the two kingdoms of Judah and Terael were the final .tragedy
destined to come upon the Hebrew race because the people failed to
hearien to tho voice of the propheots,

The £inal characteristic of the members of the prophetic institu=
tion is one which the Loxd cites as a means by which the tiue prophets
could o distinguished from the false. It is contained in Deuteronomy
18:21 ,22, where we reads

And if thom say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which

the .Iord hath not spoken. When a prophet speaketh in ths name of

the Lord, if the thing follow now, nor come to pass, that is The
thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken
it presumptuously: +thou shalt rok be afraid of him.

In comnection with this final point a fow remarks should be mads
concerning the content of the iorophet's message. In ordimary language
we think of prophecy as that which is a prediction of the futures In
the original and proper sense, howsver, this is but a part of prophecy.
The prophets were men who had a divine message to proclaime They re=
present God before men, Their task, therefore, was to lead the :
ehosen\pe.ople in establishing the lkingdom of God in the world, a task
which meant keeping the Israelites from all forms of idolatry and keep=
ingthmtnmto-hahg_!_x_. It is in keeping with this task of theirs
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that the primary aim of their message was not merely to amnounce be=
forohand the coming events although they 4did this too, as the passage
auoted above indicates and their messages substantiate, but the grand
object socns rabher to have been to dsal with men, as-in God'z stead,
for tho establislment of God's kingdom in this mrld.zh Becausa of this
objective the prophets sometines spoke of past events in order to just=
ify ths ways of God to men by showing how He had dealt with His chosen
people bofors, and how from God's point of view all history robukes
sin and encouragos rightecusnecss. Beeaunse of this objective the pro=
phets also dealt with the present,; in which the men of CGod vointed out
the way of truth and duty and warned the people not to walk in the way
of the mworlds Only in so far as micht be required for the benefit of
God and Mg Fingdom did tha prophets, inspired by divine revelation,
lay open the prosgpect of things to come.25 As spokesmen of God, how=
every, it fcllows that whatsver they spoke should be truss and if abt
any tine that which a prophet spoke was found to be false, then the
people could rezt assured that such a person was no true spokesman of
the Loxrd at 211 tut 2 false prophet, as Deutercnomy 18:21,22 stetes,

In suwmery wo might 1ist the characteristics of the members of
the prophstic institution in the 01d Tectament as followss

1. They ware Israclites.

2o Thoy were "like unto loses™ in the respect that they wers Godls
representatives to the people.

%airbaﬁm’ LB _c_ii.’ PPe 23, 2.

Z5Andrew Plackwmod, The Frophets - ELijah To Chrish (Wew Yorks
Fleming H. Revell Corpany, 1917)p DPe 3%
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3¢ They wers God's mouthpiece, that is:

2. They waere recipients of divine wevelation by the Holy
Spirit, who put His words into their mouth,

be They transmitted the divine messuge which they received,
%o the people and thus served as God!'s spokesman or moubthe
DieCoe

Lhe %hay were men unto whom the peopls were to hearken,

S They were mon who as God's representatives spoke inspired nese

3 sages dealing vither with the pust, present, or future., VThat

they uttered was in tho interest of God and of His Kinzdom and

v2s so reliable that the false prophet conld be distinguished

from the trup by whether what wac forstold ceme to pass <r not.

bBefore vie turn our attention from these 01d Testament rrophets it

nay be writh-vhile to add that unlike the priestly and kingly of fice in
Isracl, the wrophebic office did not necessarily pass from father to
sony rather, such as God chose and sent belonged to this cffices Thus
Amog was called to the prophetic cffice though a former shepherd and
fruit=dresser of Tckoa, dJeremiah, whose father was Hilldiah, a priesi,
vias called to the prophelic office.

Thez, too, we must remember that the prophet was not iike ths
vrofessionsl preacher of todaye Although his primary concern vwasz teache
ing and proclaiming the word of God, yeb, as Blaclkwood states, he was
also a 'public man of affairs," looked upon as statesman, reformer,
politician, iconoclast, sometimes even as a traitor by his contempore
a:c:les.26 Usually the mrophet kept close to the king, declaring to him
ths will of God for him and farr his land, Often his message was ro=
jecteds Then he appealed from the king to tho people, but again he

often spoke in vain. Vhere he was not ignored he was often persecuted,

26Tbide, ppe 21=2le
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and many prophote sesled thelr testimony vith their blood., Homwever,
regardlesa of how distagteful his task: must have seemed at times there
still was no nobler office than that assigned to the prophat, Hs did
not merely transfer 4o the people and teach that which God had rewssled
to another, as ths priests did, but he transfered and taught that which
God directly rovealed to hime He was God's spokesman, and as such he
held the highest and noblest office in all Isragl, yes, in all the
world,

For mary conturiss after the days of NMoses the people of Isracl
were waiting for the coming of "that Prophet" who should be the come
plete fulfillment of Moses! prophetic statement in Deuteronomy 18:15-
22, It is little wonder then that vwhon Jolm the Baptist appeared upon
tho scone after four Inndred years of relative silence, many of ths
pecple thought he was the Prophet long avaited. Many cams to hear
John's message, but when asked whether he was "That Prophet," Joln's
humble reply vas in the nsgative. "I am ths voice of one crying in
the wildernsss,® ho statede "I baptize with water: but there stand=
eth ons among you, whom ye Inow note Ho it is who coming afier me
is preferred before me, whose shoe latchet I an not worthy to unloose.”
Ths next dzy after he had said this 2 man from Galiles came toward
him named Jesus of Nazarsth, Jolm pointed to Him and said, *Behold
tha lamb of God that taketh amay tho sin of the world."

Josus of Nasarsth grew in popularity in the days and months that
followed. I% soon became obvious to the people that He was more than
just an ordinary Rabblj many recognlzsd Him as a prophst, Vhen His
followers samr Him resurrect the widow!s son from the dead outside ths
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village of MNain, they glorified God and said, "A preat nrophet is

risen up among ug."2! The Samariten woman at Jacob's wall was g0 2=
maged at all the things Jesus could tell her about herself that she said,
28 fven King Herod soon heard
ahout Jesus, and though he himself thought Jesus was John the Baptist
com back to life whom he had behcaded, cthersg said, "Ha is a prophat,

u3ir, I perceive that thou art a prochet.®

o as one of tho prophe‘bs.“29 Even Jesuy Himself claimed that He vas
a prophet, for when He was rejected in Hig home town, He said, "A pro=
phet is not without honour, save in his owm country, and in his om
housae" :

There were some who saw in Jesus more than just an ordinary pro-
phete Some of the men vho were present when Jesus fed five thousand
peonle with but five barloy loaves and two small fishes were so impressed
that thay said, "This is of a truth that prophet that should come into

the mrld.“ﬂ

Thase men probably did not know the full significance of
what they were saying, but they were right. Several years later on
the day of Pentecost, Pater, filled with the Holy Spirit, preashed to
the large crowd gathered together there in the city of Jerusalem and
proclaimed Jesus as no less than "that Prophet" foretold by Mosese 2

Stephen implied that Jesus was no lesc than "that prophst® in the ser-

2Triice 7516,
2830 1319,
291&1‘1:-6:15.
301&%‘5. 13257,
A somn 61k,

32\ ats 332226,
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non he delivered before he vas put to deaths
Thus we ses that Sorinture truly testifies to Lhe fact that Jeocus
was not only a prophet but also that Prophet™ long foretold by lMdses
in Deuteronomy 18:15«22, Ha; as the olimax and'crm o the lozg line
of prophets making ws the prophetic institution, fulfilled this ro=
phetie statement in Deutsronomy tc the £illest degree posaible, Tas
thero ever a mrophet who was "lilke unio loses" to such 2 degree zs Jesus
vas? loses had talked to God "face to face.,” None of the othsr proe-
phets haﬂ done that, though they still served as God's reprasentativess
Jaesusg, however, not cnly talked to God "face to face,” but He vas God
made manifes’ in tha flesh, Ae Fairvbairn describes it, on the basis
of Hebrew 3357, "Moses had the honor of boing counted faithful as 2 ser=
vant over ths house of God, Christ, however, has the place of a son.n 34
Tho Prophet like wnto loses wes to te an Isreslite, and was mot
Jegus an Tsraelite? It is likewise foretold that ths prophet shounld
receive revelation from GCod, In this respect the prophets following
floses did not receive stch a direct revelzation of Ged's will as lbses
had.35 Homs of them, not oven lsses, received such direct revelation
as Hs of whom it can be said thet Sod was not speaking to man bu:.'."
rather that Cod wes speaking in m=n and through mn.36 Hor could any
prophet compare to Jesus as a spokosman of God, for thoy could bub speak
God's will as it was revealed to them, whereas overy word Jwi;.s spoke

33.“.61'-5 7337, 52. .
3I".'é'a.'L'l:'bai:t'n,. 0pe Cites Pe 25,
A5

Dpute 31310,
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wvas alwayrs Ged gneakinge Vere tho neople told to hearken unto the
prophats? Thay wers likewise told to hesr Jesus.>! Did the prophate
foretell? Jesns likewize fom‘bold.38 in fact, Jesus Himself said, "If
you had belicved Moses, you would have belicved in ¥o, for he wrote cone
cexrning ife.“”

To surmarize, in Christ we see the climax to ths prophetic instiw
tution, Although theve is a marked inferiority in the case of the or=
dinary prophets when compared to koses, in Claisht we have one who is
suporior even to Woses in all respects. As "that Prophet® Christ come
plotad the revelation of the divine will which Moscs had left imperfectsio
and none shull now come of whom it can be said that he is a prophet like
to Christs Cirristy we know, is siill performing His prophetic office
in the Chrch, Ho 4id so afier His ascension by sending the promised
Spirit unic His apositles to guide them inte 2ll truth, and tec qualify
them for publishing anl confirming the Gospel to the 1':01‘16..!;1 Christ
stili continues o exercise His prophetic office by the Spirit, giving
gifts unio men for the wovk of the ministry and the edification of His
bodye

3Miatt, 17:55 John 12:48,49,
38yatt, 21:1-303 25:31-46.
39J°E‘:l 531]-70
W0p bert Jamieson and Ae Me Fansoet and David Bromn, A C
t:l.calngmﬂneubales EAnd?rae'bical,ontheom And ¥ T%’
%‘ » GOTT & Cos s nom _E: m
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CHAPTER IIT
PROPHETS WITHIN THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH

Having now bDecome somowhat familiar with the prophetic institu-
tion as it existed in Israel, we twrn our attention to Christian pro=
phecy and prophets within the New Testament Chnmche The Christian
era properly begins with the coming of ths long=-awaited Christ-child,
and we notice that His very coming was greected with an outburst of
prophetic utterance. Tho priest Zacharias, father of John the Baptisb;

_ Christ's forerunnor, was moved by the Holy Ghost to utter the well=-

Imorm "Benedictus® ;1 Simeon, an aged man living in Jerusalem, uttered

viords of prophecy as he held the child Jesus in his ams;a a prophetess
nemed Anna, "which departed not from the temple, but served God with
fzstings and prayers night and da_y,“ likewise gave thanks unto the
Lord vhen she saw the Christ-child, and spoke of Him to all that looked
for redemption in Jerusalem;® John the Baptist, whose birth an angel
had foretold, and vhom Jesus Mimsclf later called a prophet and more
than a prophe'b,s appeared upon the scens some years later,

The Christian era truly begins with prophets and prophecy, and
though we would properly clasgsify these prophetic utterances in ths szms

ke 167=78.
2 ke 2325-35.
3tuke 2:36=38,
by uxe 201327,
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category as 0ld Testament px'ophet:r,6 yet we note the very close con=
necting link they are between prophecy of the 0ld Testament and Christian
prophecy as such, which properly begins with the ministry of Jesus
chr:lst.7 In Jesus, as was mentioned in the previous chapter, we have
the climax and ultimate fulfillment of the prophetic institution of
Isradle In Jesus we also have the Founder of a new lins of praphets,a
for Ho it is who endowed His new Isracl with the same prophetic Spirit
which had been the glory of the ancient peonle of God, Thus during His
ministry Jesus spoice in the future tense as Hs said, "I will send them
prophats and a.postles."9 He promised the prophetic Spirit to His Church
of ths future too as Hs said: _

When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will gnide you into

all truth: for He shall not speak of Himselfs but whatsoever He

ghall hecar, that shall He speak: and He will shew you things to

come, e shall glorify me: <for He shall receive of Mine, and

ghall shew it unto you.l0

Tie see then that just as the people of the 01d Testament were to
receive direct revelation from God through the @rophets to supplement
the instruction given them in the lMossaic Law, so the Clurch of the New
Testament was to have prophets, who, speaking through immediate revela=
tion of the Foly Spirit, would bear the Spiritfs testimony to the words
vhich the Apostles ami other eyewitnesses of the Lord should speak cone

cerning the works and deeds of the Lords dJesus Himself alluded to such

SHenry Barclay Swete, The Apoclypse of St. Jom (Londont Hacmillan
and 00., Ilim-im’ 1907)’ Pe ®

Toosa,

Brnia.

ke 113h9.
1050hn 16:13,1k.
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prophats of the future, as can be mwoven from Luke 11:49, cited above,
Jesus alludes to them in other passages also.l® The Apostles 1ikewiss
speak of the gift of prophecy. On the day of Pentecost tha Apostle
Poter, filled with the Holy Ghost, spoke to the people and applied the
words of the prophet Joel to the future Israel, saying:
And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions,
and youwr old men shall dream dreams: And on my servants and on
my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirits and
they shall prophesy.i2
Scripture does not state how soon a recognized order of propheots
arose in ths Church of Jerusalem, but we do know that about the year
Li3=ly A.n.,13 Christian mrophets from Jerusalem, Agabus and others,
jowrngyed to Anticch.J Shortly afterwards we read of resident pro=
phets ministering in the congregation at Antioch toosl> Five ave
mentioned by name, the first and last of which are already familiar to
us as the names of the two famous missionaries %o the Gentiles, Saul
(Pal) and Barnabas. Saul, we: remsmber; vas the former Jewish fanatic
and pharisee from Tarsus, converted to Clristisnity while on his way
to Damascus 1o persecute the very group of which he later became a mem=
ber. Barnabas, also called Joses, was a Levite, and originally cams

from Gyprus.ls_ Little else is told us about him. Concerning the other

Wpett, 73225 10sh1s 23:3h.
12Aets 2317f.

13james Hastirgs A Dietio? of the Bible (New Yorks Charles
Scribner's Sons, 19013’ PPe .

Uy ots 110276
]'sAota 138”0
16Acta h'%o




22
three prophets mentionsd we know even less. Their names wers Simaon;
Lucius; and lanaen, Simeon most likely was a Jew who also had the
Romsn name of "Wiger." ! According to Bruce, some scholars 1ink
Simeon with Simon of Gyrena,ls but if that were tiue, it seems strange
that Lucius should be expressly mentioned as a Cyrenaean and not
Simeon. Lucius is & Latin name, bub since he came from Cyrens,>’ on
the north coast of Africa, where there were many Jews, he probably was

& Jew 2lso, a Hellenistic Jew.zo

Somz fecl that Lucius may refer to
Luks ths Evangelist, but this is very doubtful, as Lucius was a very
common nama, It is possible, however, that he may have been one of
the men of Cyrens referred to in Acts 13:1, who first preached the
Cospel aiy Antioch, Others have proposed to identify him with the
Lucius of Romans 16321,%
& 6UWTpofes of Herod the tetrarch. This is & %itle given 4o boys of
vho same age as princes, who were broaght up with the princes at em:rt.zz
From this we surmise that Hanasn had bean brought up as the 2o0uxrt of

lierod the Great and was a close boyhood associate of Herod Antipas.

Nanaon, the fifth of the prophats, is called

After the conference at Jerusalem (A.De 49), we read of two pro-

1Tacts 1311,

18, :
Fs Fo Bruce, The Book of the Acts, in The lew International Come=
mentary on the New Tostament (Orand Fpﬁsz fim. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Co.y 1955); De 260,
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21y, J. Xnowling, The Acts of the Apostles, in Tha Expositor's
Grock Tomtanos (Crech Tomiiers Wi By Darduans’ Pabl OB Camaryy 1951),
9 8!.

22, ¥, Bruce, The Acts of the Apostles (London: The Tyndale
Press, 1951) pe 253.




R e T e —————

23
phets accompanying Paul and Barnabas back to Antioch from Jerusalem,
in order that they might substantiate by word of mouth the le tter which |
the Christians at Jerusalem had written to them concerning Gentile con=
vorts.23 Their names were Judas, surnamed Barsabas, and Silase Judas,
surnamed Barsabas, is regarded by some as & brother of Joseph Barsabbas
mentioned in Acts 1:23.21l I tlxié is true, he too may have been among
the persongl followers of the Lord, Of Silas (Silvanus) there are many
obher references in Scripture., He accompanied the Apostle Paul oa his
second missionary jotn'my.zs The Apcstle Peter slso mzkes mention of
him in his first ep:!.si'ale.-..26 Hs seems to have been a faithful companion
of both.

Seven years later, possibly. \:j.n 56 AJDe ,27 Agabus appears on the
scens again, this time ab Caosarea, where, like another Jeremish, he
bound Pavl's hands and feet and said, "Thus said the Holy Ghost, 'So
shall the Jews at Jerusalen bind the men that owneth this girdls, and
shall deliver him into the hands'of the Gonbiless™2C So mush respect
was accorded to the words of this prophet that those who heard him boe
gan to exhort Paul nob to go up to Jerusalem, Nor did Paul deny that
what the prophet said might take place. In fact, the prophecy of Agabus
came 28 no surprise ab all to the Aposile Paul, for he had received

231cts 15322, 32.
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251cts 15:405 16119,25,293 17th,10,1h5 1615,
26) Poter 5112,

2THastings, op. cite, pp. LI5Lf.

280t 21210,




2l

similar warnings from Christian prophets in the citlss through which
he ' had passed on his way to Palestine.zg

Evidently prophets were very common in the churchss planted and
founied by the Apostle Paul, The epistles of Faul bear record o this
facte To tho Christians at Thessalonica, far example, Paul wrote, 1
Thesszlonians 5319,20, "Quench not the Spirite Despise not prophegy=
ings.® Evidently ths believers av Thessalonica likewise received extra~
ordinary gifts of the Spirit, the “charismata.” To repress the person
who had such & gifV mey have resulted in repressing the Spirit, and so
the Lpcstle Paul told them not to repress such a person. In verse
twenty he particularly mentions the gif't of prophecy in this comnection,
thereby showing that these people too had the gift of prophecy among
theme © Second Thesss 2:2 indicabes there may have been some local
abuses of eestabic prophecy, either in prediction or in some exaggerated
counscla of perfection, The result was that some of the believers
questioned the value of the prophetié gift.3° The passage does show,
however, that the prophetic gift was practised among them,

Te algo ascertain.from Faul's writings that there were prophets in
the church at Corinth. The charismatic gifts of the Spirit evidently
presented samar.'hs;. of a problem in the congregation at Corinth, for
ono surmises £rom Paul's letter that the services were carried on in a
rather disorderly mamier. First this- one would speak in tonzues and
theon another, even though there was no one around to interpret what they

29ncts 201235 2Lk
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were sayinge Those who had the gift of prophecy were disorderly, too,
and sometimes there would be several of them standing up and speaking
at ‘the same timese The Apostle Paul, therefore, wrote a whole chapter
on this problem in his first epistle to them, > which Ms olossd by say-
ing, "Let all things bs done decem";ly and in order.® This long chap-
tex by Paul on the subject of mrophecy and speaking in tongues leaves
nn doubt in one's mind that Christian prophets also could be found in
the chureh at Corinths Still other referencesz to prophets o:r the gift
of prophecy in Uorinth can be found in I Corinthians 11:l,55 12:10,28,
293 13:2,8. :

Sonme scholars balieve the;.'b certain passages in Paul's gpistle to
the Fphesians have direct reference to Christian prophets. Others dise
agree with thens The passages in question are the following:

Eohesians 2:20: "And are built upon the foundation of the apostle
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone."

Tphesians 335¢ yhich in other ages was not made knowvm unto the
sons of men, as it is now ;evealed unto his holy apostles and prophets
by the gpirit.”

Ephesians L:11: "And he gave some, apostlesj and soms, prophetss
and some, evangelisiss and some, pastors and teachers,” Particularly
is there a difference of up:!.r-xion concerning the 7 2o ‘5 7THE pote
tioned in Fphesians 2120. Among those who hold to the view that this
passage apeaks of 0ld Testament prophat.é are such Chmrch fathers as

32

Chrysostom, Theodorst, and Jerome,” such theologians from the Reforma~-
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tion Pariod as Erasmis, Calvin, Doza, and Barnss,>> and even such more
recent exegetes ag staeukhardt.ah

In support of this view Stoeckhayrdt lists the following pai*rbss
(1) Vow Testamont prophets were not of equal rank with the apootles;
(2) Newr Testament prophets were not of equsal importance for the tow
Testament Chnreh of the futures (3) 01d Testsment prophets end writings
were and are essential for tho church through the agess (L) The fact
that propheta are mentioned last is but natwral, as this was wmritten to
CGentiles who would have heard of the apostles first and then of the pro=
phetsof c»ld.35 Other exegetes point out that this view is favoured
also by the frequent use the New Testament makes of the writings of
these prophe’bs,ys and by ths view given of them as "evangelists before
the timosn31 '

Alford, however, has shown that a more probable reference is %o
Christian prophets,38 and most interpreters todsy agree with h:lm.”

3B3j50mn Badie, A Commen of the Epistle of Paul o tho Ephesiang
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The reasons given to support this view may be summarized as follows:
(1) The provious statements clecarly refer to Christian times-=to the
preaching after Christ's death, There is no reason why this passage
cannot refer to the time after Christ's death sleo. (2) It would more
naturally mention prophets first and apostles second if the 0ld Testa= ‘
ment prophets had been intended (cf. I Cor. 12:28). (3) The statement
here made that the apostles and prophets are, or have laid, the founda~-
tion of that house of which the Gentiles are a part, is more obviously
true of the Wew Testament than of the Old Testament prophets. (L) The
prophets of the New Testament were a class of sufficient importance and
rank to be designated along with the apostles. This is proven by the
frequency with which they are refexrred to, the place assigned to them
next to the apostles (I Cor. 123283 Fphesians L:1l), and the fact that
since thoy spoke from immediate revelation, they stood in such a rela~
tion to those early churches as the written oracles stand to us. One
also notes the high value which Paul attaches to prophecy in I Cor.
1):1-5,39, where he regards the gift of prophecy as a much greater gift
than the gift of tongues. (5) Ephesiang 325 reads, "The mystery of
Christ is now (V UV") revealed to holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirite." This certainly speaks of prophets existing at that very time
and not of some previous day and age. The evidence seems to show
rather cc;nviming].y that there were Christian prophets in the circle of
churches Paul is addressing in the Fpistle to the Ephesians also, 'O

Even Rome had its Christian prophets, or at least those blessed
with the gift of prophecy. In Romans 1236 prophecy is mentioned as a

10pa1ts Fpistle to the Fphesians probably is an encyclical
addressed to all the Asian churches. Cf. Swete, op. cite., p. xix;
J. A, Robinson, ope cite, Ps 1l.
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recognized gift with recognigzed limitations, for it was to be exercised
"according to the proportion of faith."

These many refercnces to prophets certainly seem to show that the
glft of prophecy was rather common in New Testament times, and that
prophets were found in practically all the Christian congregations of
the first century. Other passages not cited previously which refer to
prophets and prophecy in general during Hew Testament times are the
followinge

Acts 19:6: "And when Paul had laid-his hands upon them, the Holy
Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophessied.”

T Timothy 1:18: "This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, ac=-
cording to the prophesies which went before on thee, that thou by them
mighteost war a good warfare," (Here we see that utterances by Christian
prophets had pointed out that Timothy would be a useful worker, The
plural po:i.ntsl to more than one such occasion, Such prophecies may have
come from Silas, who, as we have seen, was himself a prophat.)m

I Timothy L:1lli: "Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was
given thee by prophecy.”

According to Selwyn, I Peter 1:10 also refers to Christian prophets.
It reoads as followss "Of which salvation the prophets have enquired
and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come
unto you." Selwyn's main reasons for believing this passage is a ref=
erence to New Testament prophets are: (1) the "seeking and searching"
in verse ten are not easily identifiable with what we know of the active
ities of the 0ld Testament prophetse The "searching” in particular sug=

Commen 5 transla Chrigtian c

4l ter Tock, The Pastoral Epistles, in the International Critical
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gests work on written materials. (2) The pirase "the spirit of Charisph
is without parsllel if applied to the Old Testament prophets. (3) In
verse eleven the prophetic actiwity alluded to is one of research into
the fulfillment of praphe:fa;;r.,'l2 lost scholars disagres with Selwyn,
however, and clain this passage refere to O1d Testament prophetel> (cf.
Matt. 13217 and Luke 1032}), Since the suffering of Christ and the
glory that should follow seem 1o refeor to happenings in the future, the
present writer is inclined -t-o agree with the latter, who claim- this
passage is only a refererpa to Old Testament prophsts,
It is also very lmporitant that we do. not overlook the refcorences

to prophets and prophecy which are found in the ons canonical book Qi
rectly attributed to a prophet, the prophet and apostle .ch:hn.llh Both in
the prologue and_ in the epilogue,; the work of John lays claim ©o a proe=
phetic charactar,hs and the writer represents himself as hearing a voice
b6 The writer also speaks
of "brother-prophets,™!? who apparently are very influential in the
local churches. The writer also speaks of God's "servants the prophets,"

which waras him, "Thou must prophesy again.™
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of Yprophets and saints,” and of "saints, apostles, and praphats."he

These passages may refer to Old Testament prophets too, but there is.
no raason. %o suppose that they do not refer to New Testament prophets.
Since there are so many references to Christian prophets in Scrip=
ture, one would expect to find references to them in other contemporary
literature also, and such indeed is the case. Apart from Scripture,
perhaps the most famous and well-known of all Christian writings in the
first century and early part of the second century was the Didache,
"The Teaching of the Twelve Apo'stles.“ Vie find mumerous references to
Christian prophets in this work, and various portions of it will be quoted
later in this study. "The Shepherd of Hermas," another early second
century document, likewise refers to the Christian I)I'taphe'l'.s.h9
Another look at Acts 2:16«18 will show us that there is a reference
to fdaughters" prophesying also, and the logical question which comes
% mind ie whether women received the gift of prophecy and belonged
% the Christian prophets as well as men. We must go to Scripture to
recoive further information on this point. In Acts 21:8,9, we read of
Philip the Evangelist who had "four dapghters, virgins, who did prophesy."
Evidently there were women who possesse¢ the gift of prophecy, but this
need not surprise us. The Old 'lfestamant speaks of prophetesses tooe
Miriam, the sister of lioses and Aaron, is called a pi‘opl‘atess.so Deborah,
one of the judges of Israel, is called a prophe‘bass.sl A prophetess
h81‘:!«1:'. 10:s73 16263 18:20,28.
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by the name of Hoadiah is referred to during the days of Nehemish.>3
Just how extensive the gift of prophecy was among Christian women we
do not know. . It is referred to only three times in the New Testament,
_ once in Luke where Amna is called a prophetess, once in Acts, as cited,
and once in Paul's first Tpistle to the Corinthians, One would expect
prophetesses at Corinth if amywhere, where spiritual gifts wore so
plentifuls In I Corinthians 11:k,5, - read, "But every woman that
prayebh or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head:
for that is aven all one as if she were shaven." As Hodpge says, pray=
ing and prophesying were the two principal exercises in the public
worship of the early Gh:':l.stimls.sh Evidently the women were prophesy=
ing in church then too. Ve know, howsver, that Paul did mot want
wonmen 40 speak in church and flatly told them so in two of his epis-
tles.ss Was Paul being inconsistent by allowing them to prophesy, as
I Corinthians 113k,5, seems to indicate? In answer to this Alfred
Plummez ﬁuom this way: The vomen probably had stated that if the
Spirit moved them to speak, they had to speak, and how could they speak
if their faces were veiled? The Apostle Paul tells them that if such
should be the oase, although he doubts it, the women must spesk veiled.
They were not to go against what was proper merely because of the remote

possibility tna.t the Spirit msy compel them to- :&rpazalr;.s6 Neander adds,

52‘2. Kings 22:1.

53Nehamiah 6s1k
'Sl
Charles Hodge, An ogition of the First Epistls to the Corin-
thians (Now Yorks A, Cs e and Son, TB9L); De 200. —

551 Cor. 23l and I Tim, 2812,
56 rehibald Robartson and Alfred Plummer, First Epistle 6f St.
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P to the Corinthians, in The International Critic:
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on the basis of 1 Timothy 2, that one reason why Paul was against the
public speaking of females was the greater danger of self-deception
in the weaker sex and the spread of errors arising from it., Women
ladked Sober TefSactinvenctme: | On the tasis Gf the pastaze cited, howe
every, one must conclude that women elso possessed the gift of prophecy,
and even as late as the seconﬁ centur,i' Tertullian writes in his De Anima,
"o have with us today a sister whose lot it is tc possess the gifts of
revclations, which she suffers during Lord's day services in church in
a state of miritual asstasyet

‘ Not all who claimed o be prophets or prophetesses of the Lord
were such, however, and soon impostors and pretenders appeared here and
thare as in 0id Testauent times. Jesus already had warned against false
prophets, saying, "Beware of false prophsts which come to you in shespts
clotiring, but immardly they are ravening mlves.“59_ On another occa_slon,
when He had talked to His disciples about the future, Jesus had said,
%For false Christs and false prophats shall rise, and shall shew signs
and wondiors, to seduce, if i* were possible, even the a‘l.e'ct."éo Thess
false prophets of whom Jesus had warned soon appearad upon the scenes
Paul and Barnabas camc upon such & Jewish false prophet at Paphos in
Cyprus on their first miseisionaw journey. He is called Elyman the

57 -

Augustug Weander, Hi of the and of the
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Tt is not surprising, than; that the writings of the apostles
also warn against false prophets. In Paul's parting words to the
Ephesian elders he told them, "For I know this, that after my departe
'ing shall grievous wolves entor in among you, not sparing th.e £lock,
Also of yowr ownsclves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to
draw away ddsciples aftor thena®?  Peter varns szainst false prophets
and tancl';ars‘ too, for in (27 Peter 2:1-11e read, "But vhere were false
prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers
among you," The Apostle Jolm speaks of false prophets having gone
out into the world and asks ths psople to try the spirits whether they
are of dod.63 In the book of Revelation he warns the peopla against
a vwonman named Jezebel who calls herself a2 prophetess and teaches and
saduces Ghriat-iani to commit farnication and to eat things sacrificed
to idols.a“ :

There were all menner of false prophets ﬁnd prophetesses, and, as
in 01d Testament times, the chief way of finding them out was by deter=
mining whethdr or not the message they spoke came from Ged, One infers
f£rom Paulls writings that at Corinth the church was given tha task and
ability to test all who came and to determine whether their messages
viere of God or only of luman origine The Didache hag a very informa=

tive section on this point too. It states as follows:

61Ac'bs 1356=8,

6210te 20329,30.
637 Jomn hsie,

6hpev, 2120,
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About apostles and prophsts, follow the ruls of tho Gospel,
which is thist Let every apostle who comas to you be welcomed
as the Lord, Bub he thall not stuy more than ome day, snd if it
is necessary, the next day also, But if he stays three days,

he 1s a false propheb, And whan an apostle leaves, let hin ‘take
nothing except bread to last until he finds his next lodginz.
But if he aslks for monsy, he is a false prophat,

You shall not test or examine any prophed who speaks in the girit,
For every sin will bs forgiven, but this sin will not be faryiven.
Bub not everyone who speaks in the spirit is 4 prophet, but only
if he haz the ways of ths Lord, So thafalse nrophet and the pro=
phet will be knomn by their wvayss No prophst who orders a meal
uwnder the spiriti!s influence shall cat of ity if he does, he is

2 false prophet, Tvery prophet who teaches tha truth, if hs does
not do vhat he teaches, is a false prophets No prophet, tried
and trus, who docs anything as an earthly symbol of ths church,
but does not teach others to do what he does, shall be judged
arong you, for he has his judgment with God, for the ancient pro=
phots also did this, But vwhoever says in the spirit, “Give me
money," or scmebhing else, you shall not listen to hin, but if

he tells yon to give for others who are in wvant, let no one judge:
him,

Leb cveryons vho comes in the nams of the Lord be welcomed, and
aftervard when you have tested him you will know him, for you
will have underztanding cf true and false, If the one who comes
is a travelery help him all you can, But he must not stay with
you more than two or if nceessary thvee dayse If he wants to .
sgettle among you end has a trades, let him work for his liwving,
Babt if he has no trade, see to it in your understending that no
one lives among you in idleness because he is a Christian, If 63
he wili nct do this, he is trading on Christ, ZReware of such men.
T2 see from this that not only the teaching and message of the prophst
vas regarded ag & means by which hs could be tested, bul also his cone
dact could reveal to the Christians whether he wos 2 trus man of God,
The fact that the Didache goes into such detail concerning methods of
distinguishing between the falsce and the true prophets shows how common
it was to have false prophets come among them.

In concluding this chapter, we may summarize its contents by gaying

%5 54gar J. Goodspeed, The Apostolic Fathers: An American Transls-

tion (Haw Yorks Harper & Brothers, s PPe 16, I7.
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that there is sbundant evidencas, both in Scripture and outside
Seripture, that Jesus Christ gave to His chinch Christian prophets to
work vith and alongside Ilis holy fposiiles. . Few are mentionad by name,
and i:i.ttlu is Imovm about those ﬁxo are mentioned, but the g&_znm'al Tew
ferences to them ars too numerous to brush them aside as only a small
and insignificant group in the enﬂ-.y- Christion Cihmrch, Besides the
prophets there were also prophatesses, although little mention is made
of them, Falss prophots too entered into the ehurch, as Jesus had
forewarned, anc how serious a :m;'blem ‘there actually was vith false
prophets is espccially pointed oudb in 1 Jolm and in the Didache.
Chriatls chu::_-ch ie never without Its wolves in gheepn's clothing,.



CHAPTER IV

THE NATURE AND FUWCTIION OF THE
Y DESTAMSNT PROPHETS

To gain some insight as to the nature and function of these
Christian prophets it may be helpful to begin this chapter by mking
a brief study into the etymology of theword 7708 7’7‘7-' , the word
by vhich they as well as ths 01d Testament prophets are always desige
nated in the New Testament. 77(’0/ 7’7'7-" is derived from two common
Greek words, the pronoun 77{0’ s and the verd ﬁ'?/u’ o ﬁ7/¢l means
"to say, speak, oxr tell," and the proncun 77@0’ means "oefore.® The
pronoun, however, can mean "before® in reference to place, as well as
before” in referemce to time. Thus according to its etymology there
are two very possible meanings of 77Z0f 7’7'7.! ° _'5-'he firgt is that
he is one whe speaks forth, that is, one who stands before a group of
people and tells them somethings the other is that he is one who tells
beforehand, that is, one who fore-tells. A third idea contained in the
word 7pof 7’77: is demonstrated by its usage in classical Greeke Ac=
cording to Fairbairn 7//0/7;7-r is often used to denote cne who dig=
closes the mind of another, or one who speaks for a divine person,
Thuy poets were called "the prophets of the Muses," and 4pollo "the
. prophet of Jupiter,” and the Pythoness was "the prophetess of Apollo,"

each being viewed as the oracle of the parties they rapm-eseubed.]'

h:g?fw_ek Fairbairn, Prophecy (New York: Carlton & Porter, 1866),
PPe e
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In general, then, we can say that a 7/'/0/?’771' is ons who "fore=
tells," that is, one who can utter predictions, or foretell the futurej
he is also one who "forth=-tellis;" that is, one who stands before people
and addresses them3 and finally, we can speak of him as one who "for=
tells," that is, he is one who gpeaks far God, serving as no less than
God's spokemnan.a These three definitions of 77/0/ ?5,"7-" 9 based on its
etymology and classical usage, Vvery aptly define the main function of
the Hew Testament prophet toc, Therefore, these definitions shall be
used as the basic outline for this chanter.

First we shall spesk of the Christian prophet as one who "forthe
telle," that is, as one who most likely stood before peopls and addressed
them as a public speaker ar preacher would today., That tais is true of
the Hew Testament rrophet is pointed out by a2 mmber of passazes. Acts
11:28, for instance, says, "And there stood up (vt ‘7-:.!‘) one of them
named Agabus, and signified (£ € 7« «cre v ) by the Spirit that there
should be great dearth throughout all the world.® In Acts 15332 we
read, “And Judas und Silas, beirg propheta also themssives, exhorted
the brethren (;rx(i‘x-:):‘uv- 70U 3 ;fflﬁal;.r )e# I Corinthians

1433 reads, "Bub ho that mrophesieth speaketh unto men Kwf<me 134 ),
to ediiicaticn; and axhortation, and comfort,” One of the probless in
the Corinthian congregation was that a mmber of prophets wers getting
up and addressing the pecpls at ihc same time (I Cor. 14229=33)s Paul
therefore told them to prophesy one at a time, still implying, however,

2 i (4
Tn Lindell and Scotit's Dictio of Cladsical Greek Mse used in
the 'sense of "fors; in lieu ofﬁd’ suas 23 one of ths pos=
sible usages. The very etymology of therefore, likewise
favors this third definition,
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that the prophebs who spoke were to geb up and address the entirs
assanﬂ:tlav"‘3 ‘

Furthermore, we note Vhal the prophets are mentioned &s & part of
the preaching ministyy of the church in = mumiber of instamges, which
cerbtainly would indicabe thab Lhs prophet wae one who tock lie fore-
fronh in the congrsgationdl assembly and quite frequeatly stood bLefore
the assembly and addressed bhe veoples Thus in L Corinthizns 12:28 we
read, "And God hath seb some in the chuxeh, first apostles, secondarily
mrophats, thirdly teachers;  » «'«"hwe notice thah in this onmmeration
of the various gifis which Chirist has given to s churck the pwoghebs
are placed boliwrezn Uwo groups which definitely belong to the preaching
and teoaching ministry of tho church. From this it is natwal to assums
that thea propheba likewise were a grovp who scrved as spokesmen in the
churche, Also in fZphesians Lsll the prophetc are listed togethsr with
apostlas, cvangelists, pastors and teachers, as those whom Clrvist has
chogen "foxr the parfecting of the saints, Jor the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ," It sesems safe to conclude
then that the prophot very often did address the Christian congrega-
tion just a8 the preacher cor ninister of today docse

To spenk of the prophet only as a preacher, however, docs loss
than justice to hime le wag more than that, BE. C. Selwyn, whose book
on the Chrigtian prophets is often cited 2s the best English work on
the subject, states, "To treat tho mrophets in the New Testament as
mere preachers would ba as unjust on the one hand as to labsl them

3¢. G, Findlay, "St. Faul's First Epistle to the Corinthians,?
The %gositor's Crock Testement, IX, edited by W. Robertson Nicholl
W T Ume Be D Publishing cw.l 1951}, Pe 913.
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chiliasts or believers in the millenium would be unfair on the
other."h Goudge, the author of an exegetical study on Paul's First
Tpistle to the Corinthians, would rather speak of the prophets as
ninspired" preachers.s This, pal.'ha.ps; comes closer to a good defini~ -
tion of the Christian prophet, for not only was the prophet a "forthe
teller,” but, as stated previously, he was also a "fore=teller,” that
is, one who spoke for God as God's spokesman, That is the next point
we wish to consider in this chapters -

As "for=teller” we think of the prophet as one who talked for Gods
but if this is true, he must first of all be sent by God, To show
that the prophets were truly sent by God to His church to serve in
this peculiar relationship to God as His spokesman, we cite Jesus!
own words in Luke 11349, "Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I
will send them prophsts and apostles, s e «'s"" In Ephesians 3:5 the word
"prophets" is modified by "His," the antecedent of which is Christ,
thus also shoiwring that the prophets were Christ's and therefore also

sent by Him. The prophets are mentioned as God!s prophets also in
Revelation 10373 11:183 22:_6. In 1 Corinthians 12228 they are men=
tioned as those whom God hath set (7474 ) 4n the church, and in
Fphesians lis11 they are mentioned as those whom Christ gave (&« Aev )
to His chmrch, Ve conclude, therefore, that these prophets were not
just any prophets, but they were God's prophets whom God set in His

!'Ennrd Carus Selwyn, The Christian Prophets (London: Macmillan
and Co., Limited, 1900), ppe vil, ville

5H, L. Goudge, The First Epistle to the Corinthians, in West-

minster Comentaries (London? and Co,, 1903), Pe 111
6
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church, evidently for a specific purpose.

That specific purpose for which God gave prophets to the chwrch
was, as Plummer says, that they might deliver God's message to the
variocus congregations of belimra.7 Just as the mrophets of Israel,
therefore, the Ciristian prophets were to speak not their own words,
but wvhatever words God gave them to utter, This gift of theirs to
speak God's worda and not just their own is the real essence of pro=
phety. It is that which the New Testament calls ths gift of prophecy
(X et’p ¢ cus JreoffyTe Cus ).8 The Christian prophets too, as
the prophets of Isracl, spoke as they were divinely inspired by the
Holy Ghoste Quite & number of passages can be cited to substantiate
this statoment, Agabus is said to have "signified by the Spirit

(Lck 70U 7/vevecwros)n that there should be great dsarth throughout

all the world (Acts 11328). Again in Acts 21:11 where Agebus! pwe=
diction of Paul's imorisorment is recorded, the prophet begins his
utterance by saying *Thug said the Holy Ghost." In Acts 1312, vhere
the prophets are mentioned as ministering to the Lord, Luke reports
that, as they were doing this, "the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Paul
and Barnabas," In Acts 2:16=18 the prophesying of sons and daughters
is spoken of as the result of God's pouring out His Spirit upon all
flesh, In Acts 19:6 we notice that certain people upon whom Paul had
12id his hands spoke with tongues and prophesied after the Holy Ghost
came upon them. In warning the believers at Thessalonica mot to

TA1fred Plumer and Archibald Robertson, First Epistle of St. Paul
" (Edinburgh

to the Corinthians, in The Internationsl Critical Ct
T 9 s Pe [

8:I. Cor, 13:25 Rom, 12:6.
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despise prophesyings, Paul says; "Quench not the Spirit" (1 Thoss.
5:19). Tphnesians 385 speaks of the nysteries of Christ being revealed
unto Christ's holy apostles and prophets "by the Spiritr (:'rr m't‘;"ﬂ‘").
The Apostle Joln says of himsclf that he was "in the spirit® (#v
77"%-! ?¢ ) when he heard a great wolecs speaking to him the utterances
which he records in the book of Revelations 1 Corinthians 12:11 ex-
plains that all the gifts of the Spirit, including the gift of pro=-
phecy, were the result of the working of the Holy Spirit.

These passages prove then that the prophet gpoke in the gpirit
(Ev 7rlrtv:«¢r¢ ) and by the Spirit (.r;‘... Fov ”'v-ﬂa’ﬂdro:), The

Holy Spirit, worked in him, and whatover tho prophet uttered he uttered

by divine inspiration, Bofore we draw any final conclusions, however,
we must also take into consideration what the Apostle Paul says on this
subject in 1 Corinthians 14:29=32, These verses rcad as followss

(29) Let the prophets spsak two or three, and let the other :

judge. (30) If anything be revealed to another that sitteth by,

1let the first hold his pezce, (31) For ya may all prop

by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. (32 Aul

- the gpirits of the nropheta are subject to the prophets.

On the basis of these verses Neander remarks that Paul did not
recognize the prophets of the church as pure organs of the Divine Spirit,
The divine and human element in prophecy was easﬂy confounded, he says,
and the prophets sometimes confounded the ho. Goudge comes to the

conclusion that the utterances of the prophet could be supematm'el

9Rsv. 1:10.
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sithout being Divine, or Divine in perb, without being so wholly.l:
Vhat about thezo statemonts? One can herdly deny that with every divine
prophocy by 2 prophet the human clement likowise oentered in, for in
the prophet Cod was using a humen instrunent to doliver His mescage.
Vhethor the divine and human eloments in prophecy, however, werc dige
tinguished by tha prophet only with difficulty, 2s Neander thinks, or
vhether they were purposely confounded at times because of men's own
carnal nature, that is not clcarly stated by Paul, Plummer favors the
latter view, for, as he says, therc was the possibility that some of
the prophets took the honor upon themsclves of mrophesying wvithoub
boing c=lled upon by Ged to do 80~ 'ﬂ_ha.tamx-_ the reason for confound-
ing the divine and luman clcment may have been, vwe do note, verse 29,
that Paul desires the listoning prophets to judge what in ancther pro=
phets'discourse procesds from the Spirit of God and what procecds from
a foreign spirit. > Tho clurch had o guard ageinst mumn impurities
being looked uszon as & suggestion of tho Divine Spirit or at least being
delivered as suche. These verses of Paul to ths Corinthians imply that
the Apostle Peul did not regard the Ohristian prophsta as being in-
£211ible, for he had them scbmit to the judgment of their fellow pro=
phets and vhoeover clse may have possessed the gift of discarmnt.m

A very pertinent passage 4o consider 2t this point is Romans 1236,

whers, speaking about various spiritual gifis, Paul says, "Having them

Mooudge, ope cit., pa 129
1207 waner and Robertson, Ope Citey Pe 322,

13john Pater o] on the Seriptures, I Corine
thiane f e e o TSl Torsas ST B
:u‘l- Core 12310,
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gifts differing eccording to the gracs that is given %o us, whether
prophecy, leb us prophesy sccording to the proportion of faith (Ax7a
'7;" 'i"“'l"f"“" 7?-" ”‘;"‘“-‘).ﬂ Here we see that the measure in
which the prophets possessed ths prophetie gift varied in e.ccordam':e
with the faith which God had given 'l‘-han.ls I% wes necessary, then, for
the prophet to restrain himsclf and not to zo over and beyond the bounds
of his own faiths Th2 prophets 2t Corinth cvidently did not practise
this self=restraint at all tines, and thersfore Paul has to spezk to
them as he does,

I has boen mentioned that Paul inslsts there ba eritics of ths
prophets in the congragation at Corinth. In the Didache 2 contrary
instruction is given, Didachs 11:7 reads, "You shzll not test or axe
amine any prophet who speaks in ths spirit. For every sin will be fore
given, but this sin will not be fergiven.," This reguletion of tie
Didache, however, accarding to Findlay, only impliss pre=arrangement
among:: the spaz‘.!:ers.]ﬁ ‘

To contims our discussion on the verses cited from 1 Corinthians
1, we nobice that verses 30 and 31 iwply that even among the pro-
phets who were tmilly speaking by divine inspiration, those who ade
drescsed the congregation might be tempted to contimme speaking even
after their message was delivered, and they wculd then need the ex-
hortations and warnings of other inspired prophetse Paul therefore
urges the prophet speaking to show consideration for his fellow-prophets,

153 2me ' )

s Denney, "St, Paul's Epistle tc the Romans,” The ogitor's
Greek Testament, IT, edited by W. Robertson Nicoll (Gr;nd'ﬂip&—r—ma Te
B. Eerdmans Publishing Companys 1951), De 690,
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realizing that others possessed the p'o;?hob:tc gift toos Inm connection
with this Lange quotes Burger as saying, "The fact that the Spirit ime
pelled another to speak was a hint tc the firat sposker that 1t was
vime for him to be do."17

In vYegard to verse 32, which reads in tho original, "fu: Zverwxrs
Mpop7Tov Mpefyracs vmericcene,n Swete states in his refevense to this
passago that DvevanTa Mo gurae here menticned are 4o be
regarded as the natural facultlies of the prophets, raised and quickened
by tho Holy Spirit, but still under human control, ani standing in a

creaturcly relatioa to God.]'a The writer is in favor of this intere

pretation, as are most e:ﬁesetesslg

although othere hold thab Zvevru
MpoSITSY  pefers to the inspiring Spirit in the varicty of its
mnii‘estations.zo Ths next question which arisez is, Vho are the
prophets to whom the spirits are subject? One possible in‘;c-r,crgta-
tion is thet the subjectiom is to be to the other rrophets; bub; as
Plummer states, the juxtaposition of 7#0f ¥YT@Y  and weo S ’;7'-“1

22 :
2 st scholarg will agree with Langet!s interpre=

is against this,
tation, who says that the prophets have congrol cver their own spirit

of mrophacy, no mattor how powcrfully excited bhey may bs, for they

171!54133, OPs ﬂo’ Pe 295.

lsﬂanry Barclay Sweie, The A;og_g-mss of 8te John (London: Mace
millan and Go., Ilt'd.’ 1907)’]). ®

29]5.9!&."'@9 Alford, Stanley, Lange, and others. Cf. Lange, ope. cit.,

20charles Hodge, An Exposition of the First Enistle to the Cor-
inthians (Maw York: A, C. Azmstrong on, > De 302135 Govdage,
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are voluntary ugenta.23 This pasgsage, incidentally, shows the
difference belvcen the spirits of Christian rrephets, apd the spirits
of sibyls and pythonesses. The spirits of the latiter were not under
the control of the cne speaking, rather, their utterance contimmed wntil
the impulse cea.sed.ah Tke Christian prophet withont self~contrcl, on
the other hand, was no true rophet, and his unconirclled religions
fedling was sure to lead to troubls.

Vhab conclusion then can bo dramn concerning the inspiration of
the message of the Christian prophet? It is obrious that there is
roon fox some wferame of opinion hare, but on ths bagis of what has
been mentloned, it is Uhe weiter?!s opinion that the prophet as a "fore
wller™ viaz a spokosman for Qod blesced by the Holy Spirit with the gift
of prophecy, a gift which meant that hiz ovm irit was raised and
quickened by the Holy Spirit, wes still under humen control however,
and stood in a creatwrely rclation to God. The measure in which a
prophot posseased the prophetic gift varied in proportisn to ths smownt
of faith given by Gode Thus wo sce that althongh ths prephetts ntter=
ancos wexre not to be regarded as :;e.nfa.llible because of the uman
elenent involved, yeot the inspired messages he spoke placed him above
the- common teacher in the ehurch, ag is indicated in 1 Corinthians
12328 and Ephesians L:11, bul sbill below the apostles whose word held
absolute authority in the church and whose writings are still recognized
as being completely inspired by Gode Perhaps a few words should be
added to further axplain the difference between the prophet and thoss
designated as teachers (J'«J«é A A0z )a As has boen indicated, the

22080, Gpe Cites Do 296
ﬂ‘munmr, OPe ﬂ., Pe 323,
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chief difference lay in the fact that the nrophet spoke by irmediate
revelation, vhereaz the teacher, thonzh certainly possesaing ths gift
of toaching given by the Spirit, nevertholesz did not spoak under the
inmediate divine impulse of the Spirit, The rseult wes that the
Se Sl enudos spoke in & e2lm, connected, didactic d!.scmn'se.es
Tha prophet, however, spoks more from the impulse of im:diate revee
lation at the momaont, As Weander states, the mrophetls zddress oro=
cesded more from an instantaredus., immedlale, inward awmkening by the
nower of the Holy Spiri%,; in which a divire afflatus was Pelt both by
the spoiker and Ly the h@arws.as

Havinz thus sstoblished the Christisn prophe® toth as 3 "forthe
taller® and as a "foretellor,® it iz inportant 4o Imow vhat bkis nacsage
as prophel contained, The answer givaen in Revelabtion 19:10 is this:
"The testimony of Jesus 1s the s21rit of nrophesy.” In expouwnding this
passaga Swele says that in the rophets of the 014 Tastzment the Soirit
of Christ bors witnese of tho coming passion and glory, 2! Similarly
it iz the office of lNow Tostament nrophecy to boer witnes:s the Chriat
as already come and glorified, and fo poindt men to the fulure 71'13091-'::.28

Another indicaticn of what the nrophetts nessage contained is given
in 1 Corinthians 13,4t "Bubt he that prophesieth speaketh unto man to
edification, and evhortation, and comfort. ¥Me that speckelh in an une

Imovm tongsue 2dificth himealf; but he that prophasisth edifiesth the

25pawerd Robinson, A Oreek and Hglish Lexicon of the New Testament
(tevised editiony New Yorks Harper ers, 1855), Pe 630e

26!"!53!1(1&1‘, Ope g_i;b_.’ 2. 38.
27) pater 1111,
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chmrch. He who has the Xaft’c‘/a-‘ 7’/7“"““‘-' Axdecy
cannot edify the chwrch. His utterance is delivered in a rapture and
must have been very vague and unintelligible to the listener. Its only
value lies in the fact that it powerfully confirmed the faith of the
one possessing the gift, giving him an abiding sense of possession by
the Spirit of Gods?? Far more to be desired was the gift of prophecy,
whereby a person could edify, not only himself, but the whole church.
So much does Paul stress the relatively greater importance of the gift
of prophecy as compared with that of tongues that he only speaks of the
latter gift as being permissible, whereas he urges the Corinthian be=
lievers to desire earnestly the gif't of prophecy.

The one who prophesies does so for a three-fold purpose, says
Panl==that of edification, exhortation, and comfort. TFirst he speaks
unto mon to edification (0iko§ 947 ), This Greek word meaning
edification is & compound formed by combining o":fros » meaning
WHouse® and o £ o , meandng: "build.” Literally them, o¢xofg«y
means to build a houses To better understand its spiritual meaning
we must remember that in the New Testament both the Christian Church
and individual Christians are spoken of as a building or temple of
God.3° It is also urged that they be built up progressively and un=
ce2singly more and more upon Jesus Christ as the chief cormerstone of
the building. Those who by action, instruction, exhortation, or com=
fort, promote the Christian knowledge of others and help them to live
a life according to the Clristian truths which they have learned, those
individuals ave regarded as taking part in the erection of that building,

29?1!““”’ OPe Ei—t" Pe 902,
3% Gor, 319,1685 2 Cor. 631163 Ephe 2:2.
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and therefore are said to edify,>r To edify, then, covers the whole
sphere of the Christian's asctivity in which he endeavors to build uwp
the spiritusl life of his brother. To edify includes every activity in
which the end goal is dlways to make the individnal Christian or the
church more Christlike in character, This was one of the chief functions
of the nrophet~=to edify the church.

One method of edification, though not the only method, is recorded
in Acts 13:2, where the prophets are ministering when they receive ths
command to separate Barnsbas and Saul, This seems to imply some such
position as we find in the Didache, where the prophet is spoken of as
the proper person to conduct the public worship and the only person free
to give thanks in what words he thinks fi‘l'-.32 1 Timothy 1:18 also
indicates that the prophet was rather prominent in such things as or=
dination, for in this passage reference is made to prophecy being uttered
at the ordination of Timothy, together with the Jaying on of the hands
of the presbytery. .

Secondly according to 1 Corinthians 1}23, the prophet as God's
spokesman was to spesk unto men to extiort thems The Greck word used
is Zrepd KA76cs , lg for its etymology, the word is derived
Prom 77k g Gl N o S i Y bsitg & preposttlon Snaloats
ing close proximity and A« déw  a verb meaning "to call." As used
in the New Testamant ° ﬂﬁ(&lkﬂ 76érS5 can mean: (1) entreaty or
persuasion, as in'2 Cor. 8shs (2) consolation, comfort, solace, as in

- Romans 15sh3 2 Coripthians 1:h,5,6,7s (3) imploration, supplication,

31; Greek--Enplish Lexicon of the New Testament, translated, re=
vised, and cnlarged: osep " Thayer ected editiony New
York: American Book Company, 1886), pe LliO.
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entreaty, as in 2 Corinthians B3k (L) exhortation, admonition, en=
couragement, as in Acts 15:313 2 Corinthians 8s17; Philippians 2:1.33
Thayer and Robinson both clagsify 7rd€¢’K3?“5 as meaning ex~
hortation, admonition, and encouragemcnt in the passage under discussions
Lange speaks of it as that by which the will is aroused to greater
carnestness in self-culture and to greater Christian activity and to
more zealous emleavors.ah Let us look at another passage in Seripture
which speaks of prophets exhorting, Judas and Silas, two prophsts
chosen to accompany Paul and Barmabas to Antioch with the findings of
the Council at Jerusalem "exhorted thes brethren with many words and
confirmed then® (Acts 15332). In this instance E. G. Selwyn :I.n'berpre'bes
n.ze-cx;!—ym as signifying the moral. strengthening which comes from
the presence and guidnme of those who are strong in ths i'aithgss

Thirdly according to 1 Gorinbh'lans 123, the prophets were to speak
unto men to comfort (/r-ce-c,«v/‘ «v ), As for its gmeral meaning,
 Thayer defines lrd-ed/'V““"' as any address, whether made for the
purpose of persuading, or of arousing and stimmlating, or of calming
and consoling.sh As for its mesning in this passage,; lance speaks of it
as that by which the soirit is quieted and cheered. It is an address
which is consoling, being tender and soothing.®® Findlay calls it that
which strengthens the Christian 8911'1"5037

3%’ OPe _.ﬁo’ Pe ll.83.
3“Lange, Ope cite, pe 283,

3paward G. Sel Ep
. wyn, The First Epistle of St. Peter (London: Mac=
millan & Sons, 1948), pe 282,

36Lange, Ope cit., pe 283,
3Trintlay, op. cite, pe 902
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That then can we conclude concerning the message of the prophot?
‘It seems quits obvious that ths Claristian prophet not only received ine
spiration from the Holy Spirit, but he likewise was given the power so
to impart hia Christ-centored message that it might be of valus for the
building up of men's characters, for guickening their wills, and for en=
couraging their spiritses In all that he did, the prophet’s chief goal
was to edify the chuxch, Although prophecy incidentzlly served to cone
vert unbelievers too (1 Cor. 14:22), it was, strictly speaking, the
gign for believers.
Hawving now spoken of the prophet both a3 a "forth-teller" and as

a2 "for=teller® and having more fully defined the essence of his message,
v proceed to the final point in this chanter, in vhich we sh=11 speak
cf the prophet as one who "fore-tells.® Ths ability to -foretall was
quite common among the 014 i'est.amc-nb prophets, although we pointed out
too in our study of them that thay predicted the future only if that
waz & part of the message which God gave them to proclaim, They did
not foretell ths future merely for the sake of foretelling., Certainly
the sams applies to the prophets of the New Testament church, Fore=
telling the future seems to have boen a relatively insignificant part
of their ministay. Ono prophet in particular is mentionsd, however, as
being able %o foretell future events. ‘His nams is Agabus. In Acts
11328, we read, "And there stood up ons of them named Agabus, and sig=
nified by the Soirit that there should be great dearth throughout all
the worlds which came to pass in ths days of Claudius Caesar.® Claudius
was the Roman emperor from Ll-SL .B..lt).38 The Romen historian Suetonius

385, F. Bruce, Ths Book of the Acts (Orand Rapidst Tm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Go., 1955,, Pe 21:'3.
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writes that his reign was marked by a succession of bad harvests and
seriocus famines in vax;ious parts of the @mﬂ.re.” Josephus 2l.50 ro=
ports a famine in Palestine about L6 A..D.l'o Thus we sce that in the
person of Agabus ve have a prophet who forastold a future svent that
definitely cams to pass, Aclts 21:1L also speaks of Agabus 28 a foree
tollers

And when he vas come unto us, he took Paul's girdlas, and bound

his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, so

shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the men that ovmeth this zirdie,

and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles, ¥
Thus like another Jeremiah, Agabus here conveyed his message both by
deed and word, znd what he said cam to pass, as is recorded in Acts 22,

We must remember, though, that Agabus vas not an exception among
the prophets. Others were able to foretell, too, for Acts 21k indicates
that other Christian prophets likewise had warned Paul not to go uwp to
Jerusalems Then, too, in 1 Timothy 1:18 we read, "This charge I com=
nmit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went
before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare.,” Here
too we evidently have an example of prophets foretelling, for they
pointed out Timothy's promise of useful work before his ordination.
Some scholars believe that these prophecies referred to in this verse
may have come from Silas, who himself was a prophat.hl The whole book
of Revelation, of cowrse, likewise is an unfolding of the mysteries of

3%¢, F. Bfuce, The Spreading Flame (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Coes 19?!.')',—;:%3. e

W44,

Wye1ter Lock, The Pastoral Epistles in The International Gritical
Commentary, translated from the Uerman E Christian Friedrich Kiing
ow Yorks Oharles Scribner's Sons, 1924), p. 18.
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God as they were revealad to tha seer John, and as such it contains
many references to fMuture evonts, Further detalls regawnding ths Enok
of Revelation an:l other apocalyptic literaturs will bs discussad in the
next chapter,

One can conclude, therefore, that the Clwistian prophets did not
lose the gift to forelell, but they foretold the future just as their
oredecessors in Israsl had, Ve dn note, howover, that also among tho
Cirristion prophots very litile reforence is made 1o actusl forstellings
This soems to be a clear indicabtion thet it was mot a very common hap=—
poning, Fvidently God did nob deen it nocessary for the growth and
welfare of liis ldingdom that prophots again and agein forstell the futwre..

Eriefly to swmmarize the contents of this chapter then, we night
szy that the matwre and function of iths prophet can be divided into
three categorieé: (1) that of Wforihetelling," thab is, getting up
before psople and addresgsing them with a message; (2) that of‘ H L0

ing," which mans serving as God's spokesmen, and as such, speak=
ing by divine revelation as his owm spiril was raised and quickensd
by the Holy Spirit, though still under hunan c\?nt.rol and in a creaturely
relation to Gods (3) and that of "foraetelling," a definite gift ate
tributed to seversl prophets, though in general it sccms to have been
but 2 minor aspect of prophae,w_r, ths chiaf aim o:l‘ the prophst being to
speek unto men to edification, and exhortiation, and comfart, In caryyw
ing out this chief objective of thoirs, the prophets took avery active
part in the worship cervices and in vhatever activities thero may have
been to furthor the spiritual growth of ths members within the Christian
¢ongregation.



‘CHAPTER V

TR IUFLUEHCE OF PROPHETS IN THE
T TESTAMENT CHURCH

As has been stated previously in this study, the many references
to Christian prophets in the New Testament and in non-canonical writings
such ag the Didache are so mmerous that ons cammot lightly dismiss the
prophets as having no influence in the early church whatsoever, The
purpose of this chapter is to determine what their influence was, If
the prophets are to be accorded any kind of a position or if they are to
be credited with any kind of influemce in the early Ohristian Clameh it
is but natural to assume that prophets were rather common, not only
in isolated commnities, but throughout the church. The evidence seems
to prove decisively that this is the case, for from the New Testament
we can trace the gift and exercise of mophecy from Jerusalem to Antioch,
and from there down through the Pauline churchos in Asia Minor, to the
Greek cities of Thessalonica and Corinth, and even to the non=Pauline
church of Rome.l lcGiffert states that belief in prophecy was univer=
gal in tho early church and the exercise of the gift was widespread,’
Furthermore, even if there did happen to be some chmrches which did not
have any local prophets, passages from Scripture ani the Didache seem

Lrne passages which prove this are cited in chapter three’of this
'Bt\l@.

ot

Arthur Cushman MoGiffert, A History of Christianity in the
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%o indicate that prophets traveled,> tims reaching all the Clristian
commnities and broadening the scope of their influence,

Concerning the honor accorded a prophet in the church; we note
that prior to the founding of the New Testament church prophets were
generally held in great honore Thus in Matthow 21326 we read that the
chief priests and elders were afraid to say anything against John be=
cause all people regarded him as a prophet (cf. Matte 1L35), n.a.tther
21:46 says that the chief priests and Pharisses refused to lay hands
on Jesus for fear of ths people, who vegarded Josus as a prophets Ths
context of Matthew 10sll seems o indicate that the prophet's reward
shall be greater than the ordinary, thus also according him special
honor, In ths early church, however, the propha‘b; or at least the gift
of prophecy, was not always hom?red. At Thessolonica the people wers
inclined %o think lightly of 1t, and even at Corinth 1t was valued less
highly than the gifi of tonguese The Apostle Paul, on the other hand,
urges the people to have ahigh regard for the prophet, Vhile ad=
nitting the need for disorimination betwsen the prophet and the pre=
tender or between worthy ubberances and unworthy," St. Paul insists
that after the apostle, the prophet was the greatest of the gifts be=
stoved upon tha- church by the ascended Gl*n.‘:‘l.at-s In his First Epistle
to the Corinthians Paul also states that the gift of prophecy was
greatly to be preferred to the gift of tongues (1 Core 1is3,h)e

3)cts 115273 211105 Didache 11:3-55 12s
"‘1 Thesss 51213 1 Core 114329,
51 Gore 12285 Ephe Lsile
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John specks of tha prophet ia an exalbed wne in his Book of
Nevelations He montions his "brother—prophots? in Pevelation 22:9,
and seems to speak of them as forming the most conspicuons cirele in
the loeal chnmhes.6 Again and again ho speaks of Cod’s "scivants the
prophats,” Irom this one conclndas that St. John asslgne just as much
prominance, if mot more, to the provhets as the Apostle Paul does. At
the time when the Apocalypse vas writien, 2s in the days of the Apostle
Paunl, the churches of Asia mndoubtedly had their presbytars and deacons,
bat for St. John they were overdia.dmd br the zreater importance of
the charismatic orders. Svch 2 view of the ministry, says Swate, is
but natural for a prophetic book, but that it should luva bgen pre-
gented frankly and without reserve t2 such important and wall organized
clrrches as those of Ephesus, Smyrna, and Pergamum, is very good evi-
dence of the high honor in which the Christian prophet was h=ld in
Asia at the time."

The Didache too assigns to the prophet a place of mrominence and
honor in the Christian commmnity. FHe alons, it appears, could ex-
temporize a2 prayer under the rompiings of tho Spir:l.t.a He ftlso appaars
to be the one who was in charge of celebrating the Fucharist, end he
alone was given special liturgical freedom in doing it.’ To furthor
i1lustrate the honor bestowed upon the prophet the following passage

from Didache 13 mey be citeds

Oty pocalyp
nry Barclsy Swete, The A se of St, John (Londont Mac-
millan andl oo.! Lt‘da. 196’)’ Pe XXo

TIbide, pe xoci.
8psdache 1037,
9D:l.dael:e 9210,
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Bub every true prophet who wants to settle among you desarves

his foode ¢« o ¢ So you ghall take the first fruits of the

duce of the wine press and the threshing floor and of cattle

and shegp and give the first fruits to the prophots, for they are

your high priestse But if you have no prophet, give it to the

poors If you make bread,f;»\ the first fruits and giwe them

according o tho command.” 1like manner, when you open a jar of

wine or oll, taks the £i#¥ fruits and give them %o the prophets,

Ard of money and clothing and everything you get, take the first

fruits, as you think best, aml give, according to the command,
Ths prophots hers are mentloned as the recipients of the tithes and
Livet frults of the commmitys this certainly signifies the bestowal
of great honor upon them as God's representativese

Apother point vhich 1llustrates the honor bestowed upon prophets
is ths fact that the Clristiang of New Testament %imes sought to give
the office of clder, bishop, and deacon to man particularly blessed
with spiritusl gifts (Acts.693)er" Goudge states that the prophets and
teachsrs of 1 Corinthians 12:28 would not be distinst from the presbyters
ate and doaconate, bub that they themsdlves would bey perpahs in all
cases, prestylers or deacons.u Goudge adds, however, that the position
and importaace of the prophet msy have varied in different churchese
It iz the present writer?s opinion too that whereas the piophet was a
man of honor in the religious commnity, though not of an indelible
charactor,*2 1t is quite natural to assume that other offices in the

chnreh vould be delegated to him as long as 1t did not interfere with

inaries Puing Brown, The Apostolic Clurch (Anderson, Indianas |
The Warner Press, 1947)y Pe 152¢ |

1. L. Goudgo, The First Epistle to the Corinthiens in tho Veste
minster Comentgries ~(Tondons othuen end Cos, 1003), Do Xu¥ie

129he fact that people oould prophesy did mot mean that they had
an indelible charactere Baliam and Saul wera instances of persons who
hed suparnatural gifts and yot were morally degradeds This is also im=
plied in 1 Corinthians 1332, A person wio prophesies but has not love

is as nothinge -
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his prophetic ministry, To stais that the prophet always held amothsr
office would be an exaggerated statement, however,

The nexbt major division of this chapier conserns the position of'ﬂxe
prophet in the chrch, Scriptuwre does not say Wb!ﬂ.ng definite on
this matter, but there arp some passages which seesn to :lmp:ly rather
strongly that in the days when the ﬁas‘byﬁera‘b_e, deacomate, and episco
pate had not yet reached their Nl prominsmse, the prophets constituted
a racogaissd ordery, as did the apostles and teachers. Among those who
gpeal of tho prophets as a recogaized ordsr in ths New Tegtament church
a0 Ee G 'Saluyn, > gwete, and fornaclk,™® Plumsel® and Findlayt!
likowise refor to the apostles, prophebs, and teachers as the thres
“ordara,! Others are opposed to calling the prophots an ordor.]'a Pale
haps the accepbance or rojection of the classification of the prophets
as a wecognized order depends wpon the dofinition given to the term
Tordare” Whan speaking of an "order® of prophets, the present writer
is talcing the view that thero was an order of prophets in the particu=
lar sensa of inspired rulors of the Christisn societies, who wers clothed

13¢dward Cerus Selwyn, The Christian Prophets (Londont lmomillan
end Go., Limited, 1900), pp. viis; vills
]'hSﬂ'e'bs. CDe 011':.. De Xixe

1Joseph A. Holiiason, "The Ohristim nﬁﬁsbry in tho Apostolic and
Sub=inostolic Periods,” ) 0 e g
the lhmq. edited l!:y mtﬂn%g ﬁ.ﬁn and Coe, Limited,
1921 s PPe s
16
Amohibald 2obarteon amd Alfved Plumnsr, Fivst Fpistds of St. Paul
tost Gonetery Tlecond

4o the Corintliana, in The International Cri
itions he T & Te 9 9 Pe

17z, G, Findlay, "Ste Poul's First Bpistle o the Corinthians," The
Fxoogitorts Oreek Testamsnt, IT, cdited by We Robertson Nicholl e
FepIdst Vi Do Fordmms Publishing Company, 1951), Pe 895
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with an authority only short of apostolice
Tn his excellent essay on this subject'® Je A. Robinson states
the reasons for believing the prophets did constitute such an ordersy
The reasons given are as followss |

1. Apostles, Prophets, and Teachers form the tried of the
Ghristian ministry in the earliest period. Bishops,
Presbyters, and Deacons have no connexion with these,
though some of the functions of tho former class pa.ss over
in time to members of the latter class,

2. Apostles, Prophets, and Teachers were what they were in virtue
of a 'charisma,! or special endowment of the Holy Spirit,
which marked them out for their ministry and inspired then in
the exercise of ite This 'charisma' was the direct gift of
God, not nmediated in any way by man, and beyond all challenge:
its existence was self-evident: it was its own contimal

Justificabion.
3. This 'charisma' vas essentially a o%#ﬁﬁ, a gift of teach-
ing, a power to declare the word Ag the word of God

was the ultimate law of the Christian Church, it follows that
those who possaessed this fcharioma' , . « were the authorita=
tive rulers of the church.

li. Vhereas Bishops, Presbyters, and Deacons were at the outset a
purely local] institution, Apostles, Prophets, and Teachers
moved fre from one commmnity to another, having everywhere
their due recognition on the ground of their 'charisms,' Thay
thus formed the most important bond between the many co:mmi—
ties of ths universal Church, and wore tha main cause of the
genera} uniformity of its developement.

A;ide from these reasons listed to support the contention that
prophets were a recognized order i the early church, we must also note
that the locus classicus for the triad of apostles, prophets, ani teach~
ers is 1 Corinthians 12:28=31:

And soms hath God set in the church, first apostles, secondarily
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of
healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. Are all
a.postles? Are all Prophets? Are all teachers? Are zll workers

”M.’ PDe 5‘9-92.
aolbido’ PDe 63. 6lie
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of mivacles? Howve all the gific of healing? Do all speak with
tongues? Do all interpret? Bubt covet earnestly tho best giftse

This pagsage seems %o teach that apostlesy; prophets, end teachars hold
a definite position aq:grb £from all other menbers of tha church and in a
ds:r:l.nite order or ranks Thoy arc mentioned as being directly appointed
by God, and their service is for the whole church and is not restricted
+o a local cemmmi‘ty‘.u That these are the only members of the church
whose “charigma® gives .'bhem personal authority; ata:blm, and pmedama;
is shown by the fact that ths torms which follow in St. Pault's list are
impersonal, and by the fact that definiie emmeration ceases after thess
“hros Yorderst of ministry are givens

Anothar pinilar dlassification occcurs in Bphesians !;s:l.'l.f.", where
we reads '

And He Himself gawve soms, apostlesy and soms, prophctsy and someg

cvangelistad and soms, pastors and teasharss for the perfeching

of the saints, for tho work of the mimistry, Hr the edifying of

the body of Christ,
The words “Ho Himgolf gave" in 'bh_is pascsage correspond to tho phrass
3ol hath appointed in the olmroh,™ found in 1 Corinthians 12328, These
point out that members of theeaf'lycmwimmgh'ymtha gift of
Cihrist and not the choice of man, a statement to which Hastings would
ala=o agrea.az Ve note ‘bao_ that the original triad is further dewveloped
1o includo the evengelists, suggesting that the term Rapostles" is be=

coning narrowed and confined to the Twelve and Pau1.23 The %eachers are

aﬂaudge, Opa 9_’-_&., Pe 11k,

22
A Dict of the Bible, edited by Jemes Hasgtings (New Yorks
charles‘smﬁxsam P :w’_ s 128

2334 Ao Robinson, ope Cites De 65e
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hore called pastors and teachers, thus defining their function more
cloarly. ;

Swete ztates that it was perhaps chiefly at Ephesus and in the
other cities of Asia that the prophets took root as a recognized order.?'l‘
The Epistle of Paul to the Ephesians, which, as stated previously, may
have been an ensyclical letter addressed to all the Asian churches, does
not merely assign to the prophetic order the same place of honor which
they receive in 1 Corinthians, but also lays stress on the greatnsss of
their works The local church had been built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophs‘bs;as the prophets as well as ths pastors and tcach=
ers had been given "for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Ghr.'us'l'.."‘z6 The writer
would also like to refer the reader to what has been stated previously
in this chapler concerning the honor and prominence accorded ths prophet
.in the Dook of Revelation, in which the presbyter and deacon appaar to
bo overshadowed by the greater importance of the charmismatic orders.

The Didache also has much of value to say concerning these three

- “orders," particularly concerning the prophets., Ais was mentioned pre=
viously in this chapter, the Didache accords great honor to the prophets,
accounting them:s (1) free to celsbrate the Bucharist without following
the usual prescribed formulaj (2) free from criticism once tha:lr gemzing-
ness has been establ_sheds (3) and worthy 'bo receive the firstfruvits,
ufoy they are your h::.ghpriests.“ The Didachs also testifies to the fact

21'8“9“’ 92. E!.-E.. Pe xixXe

251'}91!. 2320,

26hph.. L:12, See D, Armitage Robinson's mote: St. Paul's Epistls

4o tho Ephosians (London: Mescmillan & Co., 1909), pe 99¢
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that the prophets are essentislly mom-locals®! although a prophet or a
toacher might, 12 ho chose, sebtle in a particular commmity?® and
would in that case em?iae commanding authority in that commmity by
reason of his choxrism,” as a speaker of the word of God.zg Prophata,
ag opposed to the loecal nﬂxﬁatera; could not be appointed but were only
proved and resogniszed by the commnityy>C thus thelr status as "charis=
matic persons? is indicated, Thes Didache therefore also spesaks of the
prophets as constituting a very important and honorable position in the
early Christian Clmrch,

On the basig of the evidence cited it seems logical o conclude
that the prophets did constitute what might be called a recognized
ordore Whatover atiempts have been made to discredit this claim seem
to £all far short of ding s0e Robinson rather thoroughly cross<ex=
amines n?st of the evidenso cited above in his essay on the primitive
ministry,>" and although he shows thst there 1s room for doubb on this
matier and that not all of the evidence cited above is imvulnerabls,
yot after studying his arguments it is the presont writer's opinion that
the evidence in favor of accepting the prophets as a recognized order
is oo great to push aside, A few points, however, naed modification,
Then tha prophets are spoken of as a recognised order, ons rmust bs
careful of over=generalizing, Ons wonld hardly suppose that tho
Christians at Corinth or Thessalonica were any too quick to give

2Tp1dsche 1252,

2Bpidache 13:1.
29pidachs 11:2,33 15126
pidacte 11:1,2
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the propheta much authority. Thsy had found out from experience that
not everything the prophets said came from d:l.v:im inspirations The
man element also was involveds Then, too, although the prophets are
placed next in honor to the gpostles, there is no ground for supposing
that they had full authority as rnlers, even if their messages and warne
ingg were not lightly to be set aside. Thes authority accordsd them
would rather be in keeping with the honor the Christians would bestow
on one who had the gift of prophecy. The authority of the prophets (ths
person not the message) veried with the person and with localities,
On2 must always bs careful not to place too much emphasis om the
prophet per sse It is the gift of prophscy which makes the prophet
importent. 1 Corinthians 1);:29=31 points that out. Paul did not care
wihich prophet was prophesying as long as the gift of prophecy way being
exarcised in its purity. The comments in this paragraph have been added
to avoid loaving the impression that the prophets formed a recognized
ordexr whose authority was accepted everywhere in all matters pertaining
to church 1lifee They did constitute a recognized order in that the
church looked upon them as God's gpokesmen and thus accorded them
honor gecond only to the apostles.

Another important question to be answered is whether the prophets
exerted any influence through their writingse Ons would expect that
at least some of the i:rophetic utterances of a group as prominent and
influnential among the early Christians as the prophets would have been
preserved in writinge The Book of Revdlation is one such a writing
that has been preserved, and it stands out as the ons great literary.
product of early Chnristian mrophecy. Outside the Book of Revelation,
soms scholars beliove tharaareotﬁarpusagesinthﬂewi‘estamntbom
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which possibly refer to writings of the prophets. E. G. Selwyn cites
Ephesians 5:19,20 in particular, - It reads as follows:

Speaking to yourselves in psalms and Iymns and spiritual soags,

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lords Giv:'l.ngthanks

%Egemﬁgﬁn@mﬂh God and the Father in the nams of our
In the passage cited above the Apostle Paul urges the believers to speak
vords of praise and thanks in Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.
Evidently there were certain hyms and spiritusl songs known to the
people besides the Psalms of the Old Testament. Perhaps these spiritual
songs the people would sing included the beautiful prophstic words of
Simson, or those of Mary, oar of Elizabeth, or of Zacharias, Is it not
very pogssible that the believers would repeat these beautiful prophetic
utterances? Is it not possible too that Christian prophets were the
authors of still other hymms and spiritual songs? E. G. Selwyn seems
to think 50,33 and it does seem very probable, As was mentioned earlier,
the Didache states that the prophets usually spoke the public prayers
of thanks at the Christian assemblies, It is very likely then that
they were also fhs inspired authors of some hymns and spiritual songs.
with which they might give thanks and praise unto Gods Kidd points ous
the possibility that Paul may have incorporated some of these hymns or
sayings of the prophets into his episﬂea.y‘v He cites 1 Timothy 3:16
ag a hymn of the incarnation, Nestle even sets these words off as a

poen or hymn in the Greek text.

32g, @, Selwyn, The First of St. Peter (London: Macmillan
& Sons, 19h6). Tpe 265, %5Te et o

B1pia,

31’3 J, Kidd, A ﬂ of the Chureh (Oxford: Clarendon Prass,
1922), I, 32,
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Ap translated it rcadss:
God was manifest in the flesh,

Justified in the Spirit,
Seen of angels,

Preached unto the Gentiles,
Believed in the world,
Reweived wp intoc glory.

Then too, wo notice thabt ab four differemt times Paul uses the
phrase "This is a faithfuvl saying® in his epistles, Conld it be that
these "faithful sayingst to which Paul refers alsc are utterances of
Christian prophets? The phrase occwrs in Titus 3:8, and Kidd refers
to Titus Jik=7 as é. hymn of Baptiam.as The phrase occurs also in 2
Timothy 2111 and Kidd refers to 2 Timothy 2:11=13 as a hyme of mzu"tar:r.'t!.cml.j
The other two passages where Paull!s phrase cccuwrs are 1 Timothy 1:15 and
1 Timobhy L4:9. These passages, too, may refer to certain sayings com=
monly knovm to the people which may have been firat uttered by ths pro=
phots.

One must also take nmoite of Luke's statement in his preface to the
Gospel narrativet "Forasmich as many have teken in hand to set forth
in order a declaration of those things which are believed zmong us « « o
Those who have attempted to set forth such a declaration are later desg=
cribed by Luke a2s being eyewitnesses from tho begimning and ministers
of the word, The prophsts certainly were ministers of ths 'lord'a.nd
undoubtedly many of them had been eyewitnesses of the Lordts deeds.

Thus prophets may also be included among those who attempted to write
Gospel narratives, With this in mind one could also possibly conclude

that the Apostle Paul, has these writings of the New Testament prophsts

%5,

36144,
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in mind vhen he says in Romans 16:25,26:
Now to him that is of power to stablish you accordinz to my
gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the
rgvelation of the mystery, which was l»pt scorst since ths warld
began, but now is made manifest, and the seriptures of the
everlasting

%ghets; according to the commandment of tho God,
to all nations for the obedience of falth,

The present writer is inclined to agres w:-:.tﬁ Demey,” however, who
says that the fp-tfc“—’ ﬂ't"’/?""f-“, are the Old Testament ggr:lp-
tures, of vhlch Paul mads constant use in preaching ths Qospel.

" Then too, Mopiffart attributes to th prophsts the sct forms of
prayer used in the early Christian c!nmh.” Prayer was regarded as

a spiritval exercise indulged in under the prompting of the Spirit, and
therefore the prophet usually spoke the prayers in public assembliese
In the absence of prophets McGiffert says that the leaders would repeat
the prayers which tha prophets or prophet had spoken when present,
thinking the repetition of these prayers was the best they could do,
Thus the Christian assemblies soon developed set forms of prayer which
ray be ai.;tributed to.the mphe.ts.

Ve turn our attention now to the apocalyptic literature of the
pericd. An apocalypse is defined as a revelation, the converse of con-
cezlment, the process of casting aside the veil that hides a mtel'y.ho
St. Paul uses the mown <76X<AVFcs in reference both to the gifh

of spiritual vision and to its results (Ephesians 1:17s 1 Corinthians

37Janes Denney, "St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans," The gitorts
Greek Testamcmt, 1T, edited by W. Robsrtson MHcholl (Goand Replaes o
5 ishing Company, 1951) Pe 72le
] 4 %
3Bsp. kuTw NS YEAFES in1 Cor. 1583,k
3%01¢Pert, ope cites Pe 532

ll'oSm‘he, OPe _c_’.-_“i.. Pe Xxii.
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1y36,26)e The gift of revelation, says Swete; is a particular mane
ifestation of the prophstic Spirit, in which the spirit of:ithe prophst
seemed to be carried uwp into a higher sphere, endowed for ths time with
new powers of vision, and enabled to hear words which could not be
reproduced in the terms of nman thought, or could be reproduced only
through ths mediwm of symbolical mgm.hl Vhile the prophets nor-
mally dealt with human life in its relation to God, he who had an
apocalypse sirove to express his personal realization of the unseen or
of the distant future. Apocalyptic literature dates all the way back
to 0ld Testament times, being especially prominent in tha book of Daniel,
There were also many non=canonical Jewish apocalypses written in the
centuries immediately before the time of Christ or shortly after, such
as the Book of Enoch, the Apocalypse of Baruch, the Fowrth Book of
Fsdras, and nay otlm's.ha !

The £irst and only Christian apoealypse which deserved the namo
of mwrophecy is the Apocalypse of John.hz' This apocalypse differs from
the Jewish apocalypses current in that day in a mmber of ways. For
ona thing, whereas Jewish apocalypses used the names of great Jewish
leaders of the past to gain recognition, the Christian apocalypse of
John bears the author's own nsme, thereby showing 'l'.pat the prophet John
vas conscious of direct :l.nsph'ation.l'h Furthermore, ths Apocalypse of

John makes no secret of its origin and destination as the Jewish

Elivide, pe wxiii.
thbid. » PPe Xxivexxviii.
Mm. Pe X=EXie

Uiriv940m Banorost Hill, The Apostolic (Hew Yorks Fleming
He Ravell GOQ’ 1922)’ Pe 317: 337 &
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apocalypsas doe I% 2lso has a relizicus spirit which is different
from that of its non=canonicsl predecessorse

Every unbiased critic admits that spocalyptic literabure is ine
ferior in form to the pmplwbio,hs and one wonders why John chose this
form of utterance, Perhaps the danger of the time wrged this tyoce of
writing, which conceals tho real mpaning of its contents in symbolisme
Then too, it was in this form that Jolm received his inspiration (Reve
1:l). It was bub natural then that he should set it forth in this way
toos In Revelation 1:19 we read: Mirite what thou hast seen, and the
things that are, and the things that are about to be after thase.n
Accordingly, John wrote tho ravelation according to the divins dirsce=
tion 25 he beheld the panorama of the future,

The purposs of tho book is doclared to be, "To show unto his ser=-
vanis the things which must shortly coms to pass" (Reve 1:1). This
clauss, "which must shortly come to pass," does pot necsessarily mean
that the fulfillment will actually begin at oncey, but merely that it
is to begin at any time in the fubtwre, for God does not reckon tinme as
e do (2 Peter 3:18), Involved in this genoral purpose are such immedie
ate aims as the purification, encouragement, and fortification of ths
seven churches, and beyond them the whole chixrch, Swete summarises
the contents by saying the Apocclypse of Jolhm is an apocalypse of the
glory of ths exalted Christ, and also an apocalypse of the sufferings
and the ultimate triumph of the militant uhum:holl6

A brief outlins and interpretation of the Apocalypse of Jom

4Sprederio W, Farrar, The Early Daye of Christiant (New Yorks
Caasell, ?Bttm', Galpin & Co. » s 9 ®

M&mﬁe. OPe Citey Pe XXXie
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taken from J, T. Mueller's class notes reads as followms:
Divieion J: Prologve and Introduction = Chapters 1«3
Diviaion IT: Thae First Woe = Chaptars L0
A. Persocution of the Church by Paganism = Chapters L6
Bs Parsecution of the CSkurch by Heresies - Chapters 7«9

Division IIIs Second Woe - Chapters 9-11:1k
(Persecution of the Church by Islam)

Division IV: The Third Vioe = Chapters 11:15=19:21
A. Pagan Roman Bmire = Chapters 11:15-12:17
B. Restored Roman Empire = Chapters 13:1-10
C, Papal Roman Empire — Chapters 13:11=12:21

Divizion V: Greab iodern Missiomary Period and Final Triwmh
of Una Sancia = Chapters 20:1-22:5

Divigion VI: ¥Epilogue - Chapter 22:16-21
Ths theme for the Apocalypse of Johm as formlated by J, T, Mucller
readsg as Yollows: The living txrivmphant Christ protects His church
in all its afflictions and leads His elect saints through tribulation
to triumph,.

Ag for the influence of the Apocalypse of John, ons would expect
that copies of it were immediately circulated among the seven chmrches
addvassed pad that the immediate neighborhood had soon heard about it.

It is fairly cerbtain that by the end of the second centwry the Apocalypse
had received wide distribution throughout the clmrch.h'? Though its
canonicity was questioned by many, by the iime of ths Carthaginian
Goum\il in 396 AJDs, it had taken its place in all Western lists of

the canonical Scriptures and been generally accspied by ths great Latin
church fathers. s '

7ha noxt smbject for discussion is the decline of the Christian

M‘.\‘.bid. s Pe OVii,
b8n3d., o, cxvids

amvewe 8
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prophet. From what has becn said thus far we gain the impression
that the prophets did exert considerable influence in ths church, High
honor is accorded to the prophet both in the New Testament writings and
in the Didache; however, the subsequent history of Apocalypse and pro=
phocy as & Christian gift is generally one of decadence and deprecia=
tion, Clement of Roms has nothing to say about rophecy as a living
force in ths then Church of Christ, and Ignatius, though he recognizes
an apocalyptic influence within himself, hastens to add, "obey the
bishop and the preshytery with an undistracted minde®"? Prophecy pro-
bably survived in the Syrian churches until the end of the first cen=-
tury,50 whon, as the Didache alveady reveals, many false prophsts were
coming into the ranks of the prophets. Prophecy was revived to some
degres in the second contury in Asia IMinor among the Hontanists, but a
closer examination of this revival of prophecy would go beyond the scope
of this study. Among the reasons given why mrophets and prophecy be=
ceme rarer in later times, Bruce lists the followings

l. The churches becams suspicious that not all who claimed the
gift were genuins prophets,

2. The growth of ecclesiastical organization left little room
for such unarranged ministry,

3. The prophetic gift itself became less eommn.sl
It seems as though ths passing away of the miraculously endowed is
o part of the divine order, E-lclds2 remarks that this is seen in the

tho (+ 18 Selm, OPe E_i_E-, Pe 1l.

50, F. Bruce, The Spreading Flems (Grand Rapidst VWme B. Eerdmans
Publishing Coe, 19?&7'."1:‘.‘%3':— v )

*Lrbaa,

52K1dd, OPe 9}2. 9 Pe h30
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history of Israel as well as in that of Christendoms The divins
order tends generally to the substitution of ths ordinary and contimue
ous for the miraculous and extraordinary powers of the Kingdom of God.
Vhether the gift of mrophecy still is given to soms individuals today
and whether it ever was given to people since New Testament times would
ba an interesting topic requiring further researchs.




CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSION

The purpose of this study, as ai_iated in the introduction was to
f£ind out as much as possible concerning the. Christian prophets of the
New Tostament Chnrche In the rief overview of prophets and prophecy
prior to New Testament times it was shown that a prophstic institution
of divine origin existed in Isz;aal since the days of lMoses, an in=
stitution which reached its climax and ultimate fulfiliment in Jesus
Christe In Jesus we also have the Founder of the new lins of prophsts,
the Christian prophets of the New Testament Church, It was shown that
although few Christian prophets are mentioned by name and very little
is known about those who are mentioned, nevertheless, the general
references to them both in Seripture and outside Scripture, are too
mmeroustopermitustobmshthmasideaaonlyamﬂlandimis!_ﬂr
ficant group in the clmrch, They evidently were found in Jerusalem,
Antioch, and in the many clmrches planted by the Apostle Paul., Paul
even speaks as though the gift of prophecy was found at Rome, Besides
the prophets there were also prophetesses, although little mention is
made of them, False prophots, too, entered the church as Jesus had
forevarned, and how serious a problem there actually was with false
prophets is esr;!ec:lall;v' pointed out in the First Epistle of John and
in the Didache.

The nature and function of the New Testament prophet is defined
as that of: (1) "forth=telling,"” that is, getting up before people
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and addrossing them with a messagey (2) "Zorwielling," which means
serving ag God's spokesman, and, as such, speaking by divine revelas
tion as his own spirit was raised and quickened by the Holy Spirit,
Wﬂmmhmncmmmmamwrehmontouod;
(3) "fore=telling,” a definite gift attributed to several propha‘bs,
though in general 1t seems to have been but 2 minor aspect of prophacy,
the chief aim of ths prophet being to speak wnto men to edification,
and exhortation, and comforte

It was shown, too, that prophets exerted a wide influence, for
prophets were found in practically all the Christian clurchese The
prophets traveled and thus would raaeh_ those localltles also which may
havo had no local prophetse Generally, the prophets are held ia high
estoom in the Bible, and the Apostle Paul regardsd the gift of prophscy
as far more to be desired than the gifi of tonguess The prophot 1s
accorded prominence and honor also in the Book of Revelation and in the
Didachee Abuses of the prophetic gift causad it to be looked dowa upon
in soms 1o=a11tiea; howovers In othor localities prophets ofien were
given other important, official positions in tho churche

The prophets ave grouped together with the apostles and teachers as
forming the triad of the Christian ministry during the Apsotolic Agee
As a part of this triad the prophets of the New Testament church often
are called a recognized orders. Though their authority was not accepted
everywore in dll matters pertaiming to church 1ife, it was shown that
they did constitute a recognized order in that the church looked upon
them as God's spokesmen and thus accorded them honor second only to the

apostles.
Tho prophots likewise may have exerted some influence tinough
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writings, for it was shown that prophsts may have been the authors of
various Iymns and sp:ﬁitua.'.l. gongs, It was showm that they also may
have been the authors of vhat later becams seb forms of prayer. The
one truly great literary product of early Christian prophecy is, of
course, the Book of Rgvelation, This prophetic book exerts a great
influence even to this very day. -

The decline and disappearance of Ohristian prophets ocowrred during
the :second century, probably because of the growth of ecclesiastical
organigation and because of the fact that the prophetic gift iteslf
bacame less commons The prophetic gift of the New Testament was
Pentecostal and disappeared with the apostolic periods
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