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Bouman: Dispositionen zu Leichenreden
Dispofitionen ju Leidjenreden. 818

Der Apojtel mahnt feinen Sciller und damit alle Ehriften, ihrem
Qeilanbe und feinem Evangelium treu gu Bleiben, unbd filhrt triftige
@riinbe Dafilr in8 Feld. Eine Dispofition, bie den gangen Tegt ums
fpannt, todre ettoa bie folgende: Halte im Gebidjinis YEfum Ehriftum!
1. Um be8 Heilanded willen; 2. um der Ausermdhlien millen; 8. um
beiner felbjt willen. — Ober man zeige, warum ivic in biefer ges
fabclidien Beit am Ebangelium fefthalten follen: teil bie3 MWort
von Ehrifto geugt, tweil e nidht gebunben ijt, mweil e8 felig madt. —
Lber man Iefre bie Nottwendigleit Hervor, am Evangelium fefjtaubalien,
leil oic dann allein YEfum im Gedadiinis behalten, bann allein gu
freudigem eugnis rillig und dann allein leben und Herrfden werben. —
Der Apoftel Tehrt fonderlid) bie Menfdhheit YEu Hervor. Der Menjdh
J€jus ift auferjtanben von den Toten. Das twollen wir Menfdien ihm
nie bergefien; barum wollen wir Menfden gerne mit ihm leiden (natiics
li) ba8 Qeiben um ded Beugnified willen Hervorlehren); bann twerden
wit Menfdjen mit iGm etvig leben. — Wie da fdon auf Oftern Bezug
genommen tvicd, {o aud) in den folgenden Dispofitionen: YEfus Ehrijtus
ift auferftanden bon den Toten. Darum twollen twir und feiner nidt
jdamen. (%B.8—10); barum tverden wir aud) mit ihm Berrfden,
freilidy nur wenn twir mit ihm fterben und dulden; dann aber aud
ganj gewif. — Cantate crinnert an unjere Lieber, gerade audj an bie
Bertlidien Oftexlicder, boller Trojt und Mahnung. €3 mag fein, dap
8. 11 ff. unferd Tegtes ein alter Hymnus ift. Aber der gange Tept ijt
tin vedjter Oftergefang, auf der Oftertatiadje fufend, die Oftertatfade
anivendend. Darum falt im Gedadinid YEfum Chrijtum! Cr ift e3
toert, 8. 8—10; nur bann mwerben twir felig, B. 11—18.

. [at{d.

Didpofitionen zu Leidjenreden.

1.

Qef. 49, 15,
(Filc ein perunglildted Kind.)

€in {iberaus trauriged Creignid hat und gujammengefithet. Bes
graben ein ghocijihriges Stind, dbasd eingige Stind. [n einem unbetvadjten
Hugenblid am Abend fortgelaufen. Trop alled8 Sudjens exjt am nidjten
Margen gefunden, tot, in einem Graben exrtrunfen.

Weld) ein Hergeleid! Wiel Teilnahme. Jhr ertvartet nun von mic
Zrojt und Anleitung, ie ein fold jGredlides Ungliid angufehen ijt, tvie
uns barein gu fdiden. Diefes {dvexen Amted will id) nun mit Gotted
Qilfe warten. Ridjtet eure tranenfdiweren Augen feft auf die madhts
bollen, frojtreidien MWorte unfexrs Tertes. Auf Grund bderfelben rufe

i) eudh gu: Gott vergift bie Seinen nie.
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1.

Gott vergift bie Seinen nie. Dad Gegenteil fdeint ber Fall ju
fein. FMufte nidt das Heine Nind dba allein in der finfteren Nadt umpers
irren? QHunberte waren emfig am Suden. Die Eltern fleften und
beteten. o fvaren da dic Engel, bon benen die Scrift fagt? Hatte
®ott fie nidjt fenden nnen? QHatte Gott nidht bad Nind Heimgeleiten
ober bie Sudjer redt fiihren tinnen? Qatte Gott benn bes Ninbes bers
geffen? — So argumentiext ber Unglaube. Golde Gebanlen fommen
audj in bas berzagte Menfhenfexs. Uber Hort nicht auf foldje Gebanlen;
hirt auf Gotteds Wort! Hier fteht’s. (Text.) GSage, du Mutter, Hatteft
bu bein Sihnlein bergefien? Weldje Angijt Haft du nidt ausgeftanden!
Wie Haijt dbu dbie Hanbde gerungen in flefentliciem Beten und Sdreien su
@Gott! 1Und du, Bater, ber dbu unermiidlich fudhteft, in deffen Auge die
gange Nadt Iein Slaf fam! Goldje Angft, folde Mitfel Das ift dod
toahelid) alled anbere, nur nidht vergeffen. Aber nun §ort: Grofer, uns
endlidy grofer ald cure Liebe gu eurem Ninbde ift Gotted [iebe gu ihm.
Nodj biel, viel tveniger al3 ifr Hat Gott eured Nindleind bergeffen. Gott
vergifit dic Seinen nie. MWas bei Menjdjen moglid, dentbar ijt, ft bei
Gott nicht miglidh.

Denn 1wad Hat Gott an curem Stinde getan? @ott Gat iGm nidt
allein bad leiblide Qeben gegeben und bid an ben genannten eitpuntt
exhalten, fonbern e audj, al8 e3 in der Getvalt bed Feufels, der Siinde
undb bdes civigen Tobed ivar, erlift. Ju dem Enbde Hat ec feinen eins
gebornen ©ofn leidben und fterben Iaffen. Dentt an bdiefe iiber alle
Mafen Herelide Ricbe Gotted]! Dann Hat er dafiic gejorgt, dbaf dem
Stindlein in ber Beiligen Taufe dasd civige Heil gugeeignet wucbe. Nun
toar e8 fein Sind. Nun tar fein Vaterauge offen iiber ihm. Cr fanbdte
feine Beiligen Cngel, bafy fie 8 zu ihm in den Himmel tragen muften.
€3 ift nun bder bifen Welt cntriidt.

Da3 ift bodh wahrlich fein BVergefjen. Scht daber nidht an bdie uns
getwdhnlidie Art feines Abjdeidens. Gott tweif, warum er fo unbd midt
anbderd mit curem Stinde gehanbelt Hat.

Aber toic ftebt e8 mit end), ihr {dwergetroffenen Cltern? Gerade
in foldh fdjiverer Txitbfal denten tvir gar leidt, Gott Habe und bergefjen.
Das Vetwuptiein unferer Siindhaftigleit, unferer Untviicbigleit, bringt
bad mit fidh. Aber wasd fagt unjer Text? Das gilt aud) eud) Cliern.
©o mie ihr forgtet, bangtet um euer Sind, jo wie ihr euer Kind judiet,
fo forgt @ott fiir bie Seinen, fo fudt er fie. Ja, euer Tun ift nur ein
fdhwadjed ABGIld bon bem, was Gott tut. Gott Hat filr dic Seinen feinen
Plan bereit, tvie er einen jeben gum Glauben bringen, im Glauben ers
Balten und gur Seligleit fithren mwill.

Wir madjen e8 oft fo ivie died Nindlein. Wanbern oft unfere
eigenen Wege, fort bom HimmlijGen Vater, irren ab. Aber Gott vers
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gift und nidjt. @ott fudjt uns. 1ind er berfteht bad Sudjen. Sudt
wofl burd) Trilbfal ufiv. MWen Gott liebhat, den zildGtigt er. Triibfal
ber finber Gottes ein Betveis, baf Gott fie fudt. So WIll er eud) nafer
fu fid giefen; ifx follt mebr an ifn benten, mehr traditen nady bem, wasd
beoben ift, bie Herzen mefhr und mehr bom Jrdifden loBmaden.

BWenn ix erjt dbroben find, werben fvix iGm nod) banlen, daf er
und nie vergeffen, jonbdern jtetd gefudit Hat.

DaB follen wir alle und gefagt fein laffen. Durd) dicfed Ereignis
ith bie gange Gegend aufgeforbert, beizeiten bas Enbe zu bebenlen.
Bie fleht e8 mit dir? Jft alled beforgt? jt alled in Orbnung?
Braudje beine Gnabengeit redht. Rafy didh finben in der [eit, da Gott
bid) fudit. MNimm beigeiten deine Bufludit zu IEfu, ber die Auferftehung
unb bas Reben ift. Du wirft e8 dbann aud) exfabren, bafy Gott die Seinen
nie bergikt. . N Bouman.

2.

fApoft. 17, 26—31.
(Rede im Haufe einer driftlihen Familie, dle privatim fid) anfdidt, ein dahins
ge[dicdenes Familienglied gu begraben, das ben Glauben gubor verleugnet Hat.)

Cinleitung an Hand des LQiedes Nr. b, 1—8.

Und) in bicfer Tranerftunde Halten wir und an Gotted Wort.

1. Da werben wir boxr Siinben gemwarnt.
2, Da holen wir unsd gottliden Troft.

1.

A. Barnung vor Siindben, bie bad Wife in {Hriftwidriger Weife exs
Ilaren wollen. a. Wor der Siinde, daf man fagt, daf ¢ feinen Gott,
Ieine Offenbatung, Ieine Vorjehung, Tein Geridt Gotted gibt, baf Leben
und Eterben vielmehr nur Jufall ift. Bu foldjem Heidentum twerden
Ghrijten in bitteren Stunben, wie diefe o8 ijt, angefodten. Die Scrift
Teet im ext, dafy e8 einen Gott gibt, daf er fidh ben Menjdjen geoffens
bart Bat (natiixlidje Grlenntnis, V. 28 §.; Sdriftofjenbarung, B.301.)
unb baf e8 feinen Bufall gibt; im Gegenteil: Vorjehung Gottes, B. 26.
Darum Biiten wir und vor Jweifel an Gotted Dafein und geredjter
Regierung. — b. Wor der Liige, baf Gott nadh) Willtiic bas Schidjal
bed Menjdjen bejtimmt Habe und mandjer Menjdjen Seligleit nidht wolle.
Dieje Lilge tritt aud) ben Ehriften nake, wenn fic Gottes Wege nidt mit
ber Bernunjt reimen finnen. Die Sdrift lehrt, dbaf Gott Ieined Mens
{den Verbammnis twill, fondern allen Menfden an allen Enben gebeut,
Bufe u fun, B. 80, und jebermann vorhilt, ben Glauben, B. 81. Erift
audj ber dahinge{dicbenen Perfon fo nabe getreten und Hat ifr dbie Ers
T6fung geoffenbart und fie gum Glauben aufgeforbert. Audh uns ruft ex
ur Bufe und gum @lauben an JEfum gur Seligleit. — c. Vor dber
filge, bafy Gott feine Strafe ermdfigen und aud) Unbuffertige in ben
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Himmel nehmen wird; daf @ott alfo Siinde billige und den Menjdjen
nidt dafilr berantivortlidy Halten biirfe; daf fdliehlid er felbit fiic alles
Vife berantiwortlid) fei, B. 28, ba it ofne ihn nidt beftehen Ionnen.
Wie leidht vergeffen wir und und fomunen auf folde Gedanlen guc Ers
flarung unferer und anbdercr Qeute Siindel 1nfer Tept betveift, bag
@ott bad Wife nidht till, daf er ed ftraft, die Toren vor Unglauben
arnt, gur Buge ruft und gum Heiland bringen Will. Hilten tviv uns,
®ott gu befdjuldigen, dafy er basd Bofe, dad jebt bor unfern Augen ift,
berurfadjt oder getwollt Habe. — d. Wir biixfen feine Sitnbe entfdjulbigen,
befdjonigen, ettva gar auf SNojten der Heiligleit Gotted Teugnen ollen.
Cli Hat bie Siinden feiner Sihne nidht Gott zugejdjoben, und Dabid at
feinen ©obn Abjalom nidht entjduldigt. Cin Chrift gilent nidt mit
Gott. @ott bleibt rein, wenn ex geridjtet ivird, Py. 51, 6. Wo Liegt die
©djuld ber Heutigen Trauer? Nidjt bei Gott, nidjt bei cudy, nidt in
Univifjenfeit der berjtorbenen Perfon, fonbern tvie Abfalom, der Stinig
©aul und Demasd felbjt {Huldig und veranttvortlid) tvaren fitc ifre
Siinbde, fo audj dbiefe Perjon.

B. Warnung vor Radjegedbanfen. a. Das traurige Hers modjte bon
Born und Haf erjiillt twerden gegen joldje, die an diejem Todedfall mit
©duld tragen, injofern fic dad abgefallene Familienglied in ber Siinde
bes ABfalld und Unglaubens Dejtirlt Haben. — b. Der Text tvarnt und
vor Radjegedanten; denn er Iehrt, baf Gott den Exdboden ridjten wird,
und glwar mit Gerechtigleit. VWal. Nom. 12, 19. — c. Hiiten Ivir und
barum aud) bor Nadjjudgt, und betveifen tvir und audy in biefer Stunbe
al3 Rinbexr bes Lidjts!

]

A. BWenn ihr feine Chrijten tvdret, dann toiicde diejer Trauerfal
cud) nidt fo febr anfedjten; denn die Welt hilt BVeradtung der Gnade
@ottes fiic etivad Geringes. Aber tweil ihr eud) an Gott und fein MWort
Baltet, trifft eudj diefer Fall fo Gart. Eure Trauer ijt gang anderer Art
al8 die ber Welttinder, tveil ihr bas Wort des Gefeped Gotted lennt und
annehmt, basd dben UnbuRfertigen Gotted orn und Flud verliinbigt. Jjt
fitc eudj fein Troft borhanden? Ja, die Schrift bietet eudy reiden, gotts
lidjen Troft an.

B. 8. 80.381. a. Betradjten tvir die Licbe Gotted in Chrifto JCju;
benn bas ift ber Glaube, den Gott jebermann borhilt. Jhr fennt bie
innige, opfernbde, entjagende Liche JEju. Diefe ijt gang euer. Denlt
an cuer cigened Siindenelend. Freut eud) ded HEren JEfu und banit
ihm, baf er eudy erlsft und zur Ynnahme ber BVergebung eurer Giinben
gefithrt Hat und dburd) die offene Himmelstiic eudj gu fidh gieht. Die Aufs
erivedung JEfu bon den Toten ift Gotted Siegel auf das Erlsfungsiver!
feined geliebten Gohnes. Erlennt Gotte3 Gnabe an eud), die eudj aud
in biefer Stunbe madjtig betvegt, bie drei Artifel des driftlidhen Glaus
bens finblid) und bertrauensvoll u beten. Konut ihr bem HEren JEu
foldje Ricbe je vergelten? — b. Der lebendige Heiland hird twiederfoms
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men ol Ridjter. Cr felbjt fat und das Geridt gejdhilbert. &r twird
ridten mit Geredhtigleit; ausiGlaggebend tird fein o. 8, 18. 85. 86.
Diefem Ridjterfprudy CHhrift ftimmen toic jebt {Hon bet, teil e8 der ge-
redite Ridjterfprud) unfers Hodjgelobten Heilandes ift. Wir fagen allen
linglaubigen: Gt fudht ben HErrn JEfum nidjt, und Jo jHliekt ihr eud
bom Himmel qud und bringt cud) in dad civige Verderben. So ridjtet
JE{us, und fo ridhten wir mit ifm. So erfiillen wic Matth. 7, 1, teil
nidit ir, fonbern YEfus ridtet und fir in feinem Namen, 1 for. 6,
2a.8a. — c. Werden mir dann, in ftraflender Herelidhleit, in volls
fommener fibereinftinunung mit dbem Willen Gottes, allen benen ents
fogen, bie bon Chrifto geridjtet werden, werben tvir bann uns mit Chrifto
bon ben Berurteilten abivenden und Ghrifto nadigehen in bad emwige
Leben, twarum follten toir nidt jebt jhon mit Geiligem Genjt denen ents
fagen, bie und mit ijren Siinden dic Nadfolge Chrijti jo jHiver mahen?
8u foldjer Qiebe au ihm unbd gu folder Abjagung aud) unjerer nidften
Berwandten ernuntert uns JEjus Matth. 10,87. Und folde Ents
{ogung [aRt ex nidjt unbelohnt, Matth. 19, 27—80. Ja, er jelbjt Hans
belt al8 unfer Heiland und Worbild nadj dicjem Grundjap ded erjten
@ebot3: Marl. 8, 31—85. Die geijtlidhe Blutsveriwvandtidaft, fo innig
berbunben burd das Wlut Chriiti, fteht unsd niiher als die leiblide Bluts=
betvandtidaft. Ja, fdon in unferer Heiligen Taufe Haben tvir allem
Bifen entfagt und find Chrijto einverleibt. — d. Weil ihr bem Geridt
entgangen feid, wift ihr audy, daf eure Trauer nidht lange wihren twird.
Und Ghriften ift Chrijti Wicderfunft gum Geridht Evangelium. Er ird
an jenem Tage Joh. 10, 28 ganz wunderbarlidy zur Vollendung bringen.
Jnbdefjen toird ex euren Glauben aud) in diefer Stunbde fo ftarten, daf ibr
febt unb liebt JCum allein. @. 9. Gmutal.

3.

Gal. 2, 20.
Preached at the Funeral of Pastor J. W. Theiss.
The unbeliever misunderstands the Christian because he does not

know Christ. The believer knows Christ and is able to give an ac-
count of himself and his life.

The Christian’s Noble Confession in Life and Death:
1. I am Crucified with Christ. 2. I Live with Christ.

1.

A. Text. a.Paul says: “I am crucified with Christ.” He presents
Christ as a person crucified. Christ was condemned to death by eruei-
fixion. The cross was laid upon Him that He should bear it to “the
place of a skull,” John 19, 17. There He, the Lamb of God, was ele-
vated, lifted up, to die on the accursed tree. His death by crucifixion
is a matter of record. —b. Paul says: “I am crucified with Christ.”
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Paul presents himself as a person crucified. If he died, he must have
had life before. What a life it was! A life of sin and iniquity, of
pride and self-righteousness, of black desires and murderous deeds.
That life of his ceased by crucifixion. Yet he displayed no outward,
physical marks of a death by crucifixion; his hands and feet were
whole and not pierced. —e. Paul says: “I am crucified with Ohrist,”
along with Christ, by the death of Christ upon the cross. Both, then,
Christ and Paul, are crucified. Yet Paul was not one of the two male-
factors crucified with Christ. Paul may not have been physically
present on Calvary. Still he was present with Christ. He was cruci-
fied by proxy. Christ was his Substitute. Christ loved Paul and
gave Himself for Paul.

B. Application. a. 2 Cor. 5,14b. 15; Is. 53,4.5. Hence we were
crucified with Christ, as to time, 1900 years ago; as to consequence,
pronounced dead; as to effect, dead to sin, to the Law, to death; for
Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, Rom. 5, 8—21; Heb. 3, 8b.—
b. This word is familiar to us: “I am ecrucified with Christ” We
read it and hear it; we believe it and thank God for it. Of this word
we were often reminded by our now sainted father, brother, pastor,
and teacher. He preached not only to us, but to himself also when he
said: “I am crucified with Christ.” He was a crucified person; yet
he was not Christ, but crucified with Christ. This we say to his
memory and to the glory of the grace of God —he was a crucified
person, crucified with Christ.— e. It requires no faith to have been
crucified with Christ, Rom. 5, 6. 8. 10; but faith is required to confess
and confidently to apply “I am crucified with Christ” This faith
makes the Christian.

2.

Alive. A. Text. a. Now follow words which seem to be nothing
but contradictions: “Nevertheless I live, yet not I” etc. Some have
endeavored to solve this seeming contradiction by assuming a mul-
tiple personality of Paul: the conscious I, the subconscious I, the sub-
limical self, ete. Paul is not applying psychology. He applies Christ
by faith. We have here an argument running in both directions, for-
ward and backward. b. The forward argument: aa. I live. Paul’s
old life terminated at the cross of Christ. A new life began in him,
but bb. not I, but Christ lives. However, ce. Christ lives in me. Be-
cause Christ lives in me, therefore I live. c. The other argument:
aa. Christ lives, Rom. 4,25; 1,4; 1Pet.3,18. bb. Christ lives in me.
I am Christ’s branch, John 15, 5; His temple, John 14,23; His life
is my life, Col. 3,8.4. cc. Therefore I live. The old Saul of Tarsus
is no more. I am Paul, the apostle of Jesus Christ, God’s child and
heir. d. Paul lives his life in Christ, and Christ lives His life in Paul,
while Paul is still in the flesh, in this body, which is glorious in God's
sight by reason of Christ’s merit, accepted by faith. It requires no
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faith to have been crucified with Ohrist, 2 Pet.9,1; 1John 8,2; but
faith is required to live by Christ: I live by the faith of the Son of
god.mm is activity. Paul is active by Christ, for Christ is active
B. Application. a. Keep the departed Christian in this sacred
memory. We beheld Ohrist in him and him in Christ. He applied to
himself by faith the infinite love of the Savior. He gave evidence of
his life in Christ. He has left beautiful expressions of his life in
Christ as a Ohristian poet and writer and lasting impressions on in-
dividuals and on the Church by his pastoral and synodical work, ever
breathing the life of Ohrist in him. b. Let us heed the doctrine and
the example, and let us live in hope; for God’s grace extends justifica-
tion and sanctification into eternal life, Col. 3, 1—4; 1 Cor. 15, 58.
Conclusion. — The Christian, dead, alive, what attitude do you
take toward him? Acts 17, 18. 19. 32—384a; Luke 10, 16.
G. H. SMUEAL.

4.
Spr. 27, 1.

Walhrend der lepten Wodjen Haben ivir und bfters zu Keidens
gottesbienfjten Bicr berfammelt. Aber der Heutige Fall ijt ein gang bes
fonber8 frauriger. In den Sdrgen bor und liegen bie fterblidien fibets
refte dreier unferer Wriider, die in eimem entfelichen Antomobilunfall
ploglidy aus bem Reben gerufen worden find. Wabelidh: Jef. 55, 8. 9.
Obiwobl wir @ottes Wege nidht crgritndben finnen, fo Halten tvicr dod
ftets fejt: Jer.20,11. Aud) durdy diefes lngliid twill Gott unsd 3u fid
giehen, bor allem und vor fleifdlider Sidjerheit betvahren. Gott predigt
in gewaltiger Weife

Bon ber Unfidjerfeit ded menfdliden QLebens.
€3 ijt bad

1. eine unlfeugbare Tatfade;
2 eine iiberaus widtige Wahrheit.

: 1.

Ulle Menfdien Haben ibr irdijdhes [eben von Gott, 1 Mof. 1; Spr.
12,1; erjter Urtitel. Dodh weif fein Men{d), tvie lange er leben toicd.
(Regt.) Leben und Tobd find nidht in unjerer, jondern in Gotted Madit,
Hiob 14, 1—5; 1 Mof. 27, 2; Pj. 103, 15.16; Jef. 40,6.7. Nur ein
Edyritt givijhen und und dem Tode, 1 Sam. 20, 3. Lied 429, 1. 2.

Das ift cine belannte Tatjade, die durd) die taglide Criahrung
bejtatigt wird. Dad lehrt aud) der borliegende Ungliidsfall. 1nfere
Briiber Hatten getvif feine Afnung, dafy ihr Ende fo nahe bevorjtehe.
ftein Menjdh Tann tviffen, wad iGm der Heutige Tag bringt. Dasd gilt
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cinem jeben bon und ofne NAusnafme. Obder meinft bu, daf bir bers
gleidien nidt iiderfafhren Ionne? Dann led Pf. 89, 49; Hiob 80, 28.
Wir Haben GHicr Ieine bleibende Stadt. Mafnung, diefe Wahrheit wohl
au DeBergigen. 2

©alomo fagt: ,Rilhme bid) nidjt ded morgenden Tagedl* Dein
fcben, deine Gefundheit, dein Crfolg, deine Juiunft, deine Plane liegen
nidt in deiner Hand. Soldjed Riihmen flicht nidht aus dem Glauben,
jonbdern ift in Wahrheit Auflehnung gegen Gott, bon dem allein aller
©egen fommt, und reizt ihn gum Jorn. WVgl. Qui. 12, 16—20. 1nfere
Beit jteht in Gotted Hanben. Dafer rithme didy nicht! Jal. 4,18—16

Bielmehr jollen wir ben jebed8maligen Jeutigen Tag gum Lob und
Preid Gotted bermwenben und bod) ja nidt unfere Velehrung aufs
fchieben, Pf. 95, 7. 8; Phil. 2, 12. Wix {iindigen tiglidy biel und bers
bienen citel orn und lingnabde. Darum ift e8 taglidy notivendig, feine
@iinben gu bereuen, im Glauben Ehriftum angunchmen und jein Bers
bienft fid) anzucignen. Weil wir tdglid) nod) mit unferm Fleifdh, mit
ber Welt und mit dbem FTeujel zu fampfen Haben, ift taglider Widerjtand
notig und baber fleifiger Gebraud) dber Gnadenmittel und fleijiges
Bitten um Weisheit und Stixle, den guten Nampf ded Glaubens gu
tampfen, bi8 twir endlidh getvinnen und den Sieg behalten. Aniwendung
auf ben gegentvirtigen Fall. rojt, der ausd ber Tatjade flicht, dak:
i bde8 @laubensjtanded umjerer cntjdlafenen Wriiber gevify fein
Ionnen. Mabhnung an alle Antvefenden, die Lehre zu Hergen gu nehmen.

¥ 9. Eggers.

5.
Rom. 6, 28.

We are about to give a Christian burial to one who has met death
by his own hand. This might seem very strange to such as are not
acquainted with the circumstances. We know that a Christian burial
shall not be given to wicked, ungodly persons who deliberately, know-
ingly, take their life. They go to their own place. However, as far
as we have learned, the present case is not such a one. According to
the witness of such as knew the mental condition of the deceased and
according to the testimony of the physician the deceased was not
responsible for his act; his mind was deranged. Moreover, we should
observe that the deceased was a regular, diligent attendant at divine
services, that he daily read his Bible, and even shortly before, together
with his father, had held family devotion. Beloved, a Christian burial
must not be denied him under these circumstances. The Church, how-
ever, in such cases, advises to have the burial as simple and quiet as
possible. So let us draw comfort and instruction from the word of
our God presented in the text.

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol5/iss1/41



Bouman: Dispositionen zu Leichenreden
Dispofitionen ju Leidhenreden. 821

1

A. “The wages of sin is death.” God had not created man for
death. Man was created in God’s image, in perfect righteousness and
holin.us. Man was immortal and happy and blessed in God’s com-
munion.

B. But sin came into the world. Man suffered himself to be mis-
led by the devil; disregarded the Word and commandment of his God;
ate of the forbidden fruit. Then came woe and misery. Man lost the
blessed communion of God. He was ejected from Paradise. His body
now was subjected to pain and sickness; his soul was polluted by sin.
He fell a prey to death. Body and soul of man are separated in death,
and eternal condemnation is his lot beyond the grave. Because of
sin it is appointed unto all men to die. Death now is due a sinner
when he has sinned, just as wages are due a servant when he has done
his work. Death is eaused by sin, Rom. 5,12. How dreadful the bonds
of death are with which all men are bound we may especially observe
in our hospitals, in our sanitaria, and iff our asylums for the insane.
Death had also fastened its fetters upon the deceased when his mind
became disturbed. “The wages of sin is death.” Every man has de-
served death because of his sins. The sinner, having transgressed the
word and will of God, has forfeited life. For that reason fear and
terror strike the heart and conscience of man, Heb. 2,15. The soul
must appear before its Judge, and woe unto him that has no other
righteousness than his own! Rom. 3, 23; Heb. 10, 31.

How, then, can man escape the Judgment? How can he be de-
livered from his sins? 2

A. Text, v.23b. There is deliverance from the misery of death,
a hope of eternal life. 'Where to be found? Through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. It is Christ who purchased eternal life for us. His blood
cleanseth, 1 John1,7; 2 Tim.1,10; Acts 4,12; Is. 53,4.5. Christ,
God's Son, has reconciled God unto us, 2 Cor. 5,19; has delivered us
fram the power of the devil, Heb. 2, 14. 15.

Through His Word He makes us partakers of His redemption,
John 11, 25. 26; 10,27.28. By means of His Gospel His Holy Spirit
enlightens our understanding and will that we know Christ as our
Savior and believe in Him. Thus He grants us forgiveness of sins,
life, and salvation. He delivers us from eternal death, closes hell to
us, and opens unto us the gates of paradise, Rom. 8, 1.

B. All that is the gift of God. “Death is the wages of sin”; it
comes by desert. But eternal life is God’s gift; it comes solely by
God’s grace. We can in no wise earn heaven; we must thank God and
not ourselves when we get to heaven.

C. All this fills us with hope concerning the deceased before us.

We hope that God by the means of grace, by His Word and Sacra-
21
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ment, which the deceased from his childhood days faithfully used,
preserved him in faith, even in the sad state of mind in which he was.
Eternal life is the gift of God, a free gift of His grace and favor. We
cannot earn it; we receive it without any merit or worthiness in us, by
grace alone, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. But God earnestly de-
sires to give us all this precious gift, 1 Tim. 2, 4; 2 Pet. 3, 9.

Exhortation to accept God’s grace in Christ which He offers us in
His Word; then we have eternal life already here in the valley of
death and will come to enjoy it forever when this life is past.

God grant us all true repentance and faith in our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, preserve us from an evil death, and finally receive
us into glory! F. H. Eccegs.

Theological Observer. — Sivdjlidj-Beitgefdhichtliches.

I. Amerika.

Werben bie vergewaltipten Glicber ber Dentfdien Evangeliffien Kirdje
fidh feparieren? Der Vevidjterftatter der Living Church (18. Januar) jdjreibi:
“The expiration of the ultimatum which a number of the bishops in Ger-
many made to the Reichsbishop came January4. The day was dramatic.
The bishops were meeting in Halle and three times during the day were
in communication with the Reichsbishop over the long-distance telephone,
the Reichsbishop himself making the calls. His plea was that he wanted
an extension of time to afford opportunity to reconstruct the church cabi-
net, all of whose members have resigned in accordance with the stipula-
tions of the dpposition. His insistence upon having at least one ‘German
Christian’ leader in the cabinet was not agreeable to the bishops, who
remained in session until January 5. Then Reichsbishop Mueller seems
to have brought to bear his heaviest offensive by stating to them that
the chancellor was greatly angered by their announced intention of seceding
from the United Evangelical Church and that he regarded their desire to
replace Reichsbishop Mueller and themselves appoint a church cabinet as
evidence of inadmissible controversy within the Church. Outwardly at least
the bishops seem to have capitulated, although the Pastors’ Emergency
Federation (which has been rapidly growing) has not seemed disposed
to accept this defeat passively. Their representatives made a strong
presentation in the interest of an aggressive policy to the assembled bishops
at Halle, but they were forced to return to Berlin without any promises
from the bishops, although they are reported not to have lessened in their
determination to carry on the struggle for a Church that is free from
nationalistic domination and race distinctions.” Die Rummer bom 17. Fes
bruar fdjreibt: “It may yet be that the prediction made to me in Germany
last summer will be fulfilled, i. e., that there would be many forced out of
the National Church into the Free Churches.” Die ,Alg. Ev.=Luth. Kivdens
geitung” bom 12. Sanuar beridjtet: ,Der Reidhabifdjof Hat am 4. Januar
folgenbe Werorbmung iiber bie ,MWieberherftellung geordneter Juftdnbde’ in
ber Deutiden Cvangelijden Sticde exlaffen: ,Die Hrdenpolitijen Kimpfe
gecjtoren Frieben und Ginigung in ber Sirdje; fie gerftiren bdie notwendige
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