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Theologifdhes Wirterbudh) sum Nenen Teftament. Herausgegeben von Get:
hard Rittel. Weclag von V. Kohlhammer, Stuttgart. Doppels
licferung 9710, ©. 513—640; Subfiriptionspreis: RM. 5.80. Qie:
fesung 11, ©. 641—704; Subfiriptionspreis: RM. 2.90. CQieferung 12,
©. 705—1793, mit Titel, Vortoort, Ynhaltdveraeidnis, Mitarbeiterlifte, Ab=
tilrgungsverzeidnis, XII unb XXIV Seiten; Sub{iriptionspreis: RM. 2.90.

Ceit unferer lefiten BVejpredjung ber frither erfdjienenen Lieferungen bdiejes
otof angelegten TWirterbudys im Juniheft 1933 diefer Jeitidyrift, S. 472, find drei
teitere QHeferungen ecjdyicnen, und der erfte Vand ift nun abgejhlofjen, cin ftatt-
lider Band von 793 und XXXVI Seiten in Groflerifon=Format 8X12. Wi
toicdecholen nidyt, 1wa8 wir frilher itber die Anlage, Ausfithrung und Bedeutung
biefes Warterbud)s gefagt Haben, fonbern bezichen und auf die genannte BVes
fpredhung surild, fitgen aber hingu, daf aud) diefe neueften Lieferungen das dort
@efagte burdiaus beftitigen und bas ganje Wer? wirtlid) ein Monumentaliver? ift.
Gin ungeheures Material ift Hier verarbeitet, bad jeder, der bad Neue Teftament
grilnblid) ftudieren will, trefilid) veriverten fann; aber imnter wird bicjes Widrter:
bud) aud) mit offenen Augen gebraudht werben miiffen, namentlidh in bejug auf
bie religionsgefdhidytlichen WUusfiihrungen, die nod) nie in einem Worterbud) fo
ausfilhelid) dargeboten worben find. Bei ben einzelnen Artileln toird immer aud
ber oft voncinander {ehr berjdjicdene Standpunit der Bearbeiter, deren e8 im
ganjen lwelunddreifiig find, im WUuge behalten twerben mitflen. Mit Recht toicd
in dem Borwort dbem Verleger, Dr. Walter Kohlhammer in Stuttgart, ein bejons
beres Wort be38 Danfed gefagt, und ber Herausgeber, Prof. D. Kittel in Thbingen,
bemertt: 4Das Wer! wdre wobl in den gegenivdrtigen Jeitliuften faum begonnen,
jedenfalls nicht in der vorliegendben Geftalt bisher burdjgefiihrt toorden, wemn
nidit diefes Mannes fadylidhes Juterefie, feine vornchme, jeder Kleinlidhleit ent=
gegenfiehende @ilte, {eine nie verfagenbe Hilfswilligleit uns durd) alle Sdivierig=
feiten begleitet und ben Weg geebnet Hiitte.# Sir Edivin Hodlyns, ber BVibliothelar
be3 Corpus Christi College in Gambridge unb Iiberfefer von Racl Barths
sRomerbriefs, fdhrieb mit Recht in ber englijdhen Jeit{dyrift Theology vor furzem:
“In conclusion it is difficult not to be envious of a country possessed of ...
a publisher willing to print the book so magnificently at a time when its
production can hardly be an economical adventure.” a8 Wer? ift ilberall
in ber wiffenfhaftlichen Welt begritfit und fehr freundlid) aufgenommen tworbden,
und ber Hevausgeber fagt: ,Sollte fidy betvdhren, was gelegentlich gefagt wurbe,
baf e5 {omobl ber Forfdhung diene ald aud) bem Pfarver bei feiner Verticfung
in die Heilige Sdrift und damit bei feiner Prediat helfe, Jo wdre bies der {hdnfte
Qobn, twelder uns allen juteil werben Ionnte.s (S. VIL) — Wenn tvir uns nun
Eingelbeiten jutvenden, fo finden ioir, dap Babylon im Neuen Teftament, burd:
au8 ridtig nad) unjerer fibersengung, mit Nom idventifisiert with, Der Verfaffer,
Dr. ftubn in Tilbingen, fogt: ,Damit (Apol. 17, 18) lann nur Rom gemeint jein.
Die Hauptargumente dafile find a) Apol. 17, 9: Die Stabt Hegt auf ficben Ver=
gen — Som, ,die Stadt der ficben Hiigel", ift faft geflilgelted Wort; b) bie Lolalis
fierung Babels als Thpus ber gottfeindlidgen Madit auf Rom ift dem Spdtjuden=
tum gen3 geldufig. Aud) in 1 Peir. 5, 13 tann mit Babylon nuc Rom gemeint
fein. Die wefentlidhen Grilnde dafile find aufier ben ebengenannten a) ,bie mit
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beridivindend lwenigen Uusnahmen aligemeine Deutung von 1 Petr. 5, 13 auf
Stom* in ber Auslegung der alten Kirde.*) b) Nirgends findet fich aud nuc eine
Teife Wndeutung von einem Aufenthalt ober gar ciner Miffionstitigleit des Petrus
im Qanbe Vabplonien. WohT aber ift bie Gefdhichilichleit feines HAufenthalts (und
Mirtyrertodes) in Rom loum mehr ju begtocifeln.s (S. 514.) Diefes Jitat geigt
jugleid), baf ba8 Wicterbud) oft ein Iurzgefafter Kommentar wird. Der ganjen
Unfage de3 Werle8 gemdp find widhtige Wortgruppen befonbers ausfiifelid bes
Banbelt; fo bie Wortgruppe Bdnre auf adytzehn Seiten (S. 527—544). Mit Redt
fagt ba bei der Johannestaufe Prof. Hple in Leipyig: »Daf fie ein Kind bes otiens
talijdyen Synlvetismus fei, iwird von dben Evangelien mit feiner Silbe angebeutet.
@8 ift fo lange gu Geftreiten, af8 nidyt alle ndferliegenden Unalogien erfhdpft und
fitr die Heraniehung der fernerlicgenden bilnbige Vetveisgritnde beigebradyt find.*
(S.534.) Ganj ridhtig beiht e8 dann Iweiter unten in bem Urtitel: ,Die Taufe
ift, wenn aud) burd) Menfdyen vermittelt, Handeln Gottes, Hanbeln Ghriftt (Epb.
5,26). . .. Die Taufe gieht ihre Kraft aus dem verjdhnenden Hanbdeln Gotied
in Ghriftus, genauer anus dem Siihnetode Ehrifti (1 Kor. 6, 11; GpH. 5,25 f.; Tit.
8,4 f; 130b. 5, 6; vgl. Joh. 19, 34; 1 Petr. 1, 2; Hebr. 10, 22). Sie berfelt
objettiv in GHriftus, den jiveiten Adam, und bamit aus der TobeSregion bes ecfien
in die dixalwois Lwijc und die Gottesfind{daft Hincin (Gal. 3, 26 f.; Ram. 5,
18 f.).* (S.538.) Dicfes Jitat zeigt, bafs unjer Warterbuch fein einfades Warters
bud), fondbern ticllidy ein theologifdies8 — fagen iwir Tfieber cin biblijdh-theologis
{dhes — Worterbud) fein will. JIntereflant und wertvoll ift audy bie Wortgruppe
Bacideds von Prof. K. L. Shmidt in Bonn (S. 562—595) und namentlid oud
yivdoxw (S. 688—T719), beide alfo vicbecum mehr af8 breihig Seiten umfaffend.
Bei dem lefteren Urtitel miiffen wiv den Einfluf bes gnojtifhen Spradygebraud)s*
ablehnen, ben Prof. Vultmann in Marburg, ein befannter Unbinger der rvelis
gionsgejchichtlichen Schule, annimmt (S. 708 ff.); aber durdhous ridytig fogt er:
«Daf diefes Grlennen Gottes feine Gnabeniwahl ift, daf alfo dad yreodives
Ox' advod, Gal. 4, 9, bom altteftamentlidien Y ber au verftehen ift, it fein
Broeifel.” (S.709.) Gbenjo ift e3 eine ridhtige Q!enbnmunn, toenn cc fagt: .Gine
grdfere Stolle al3 in allen anbdern urdyriftlichen Schriften {pielt yordoxer im Jos
HanneSevangelium und im erften Johannesbrief.* (S.711.) 1lnd da fann man
mit Redht annehmen, bag Johannes gerade dbiefen Ausdrud gebraudt im Gegenfal
su der Heinafiatijhen Gnofis, die er indiveft befdmpft und darum ber aredie
®noftifer genannt erden fann, inbem er geigt, daf bas ,Griennen” nidyts anbdered
ift af8 ,glauben”. Aud) wird zodyrwors gany ridjtig definiect al8 ,Gotted vorfers
beftimmende8 Wiffen* (S. 716). Eingehend wird aud) da3 Wort yidicoa Yon
Prof. Vehm in Gbttingen behandelt und in Verbindbung damit ausfilhrlidy bie
im Neuen Teftament erwifhnte Gloffolalic befprodhen. MNidht annchmbar ift bec
religionsge[didtlidhe Saf ,Paulus erfennt cine dufere BVeriwanbtidaft ber myftifd:
elftatifhen Gridheinungen im Hellenidmus und im Ghriftentum an, fieht aber bas
unter{ceidende Mertmal in ihrem religisfen Gehalt (1 for. 12,2f)% (S.728)
Das Jungenteden ift vielmehr ausfhlichli) Wirtung des Heiligen Geiftes. Wber
ber Teufel ift, wie Suther gelegentlid) bemertt, immer Gotted Affe; Iwie er in ber
Heidenivelt bie Prophetic Jsraeld nadjahmte, fo aud) bas elftatijde Jungenreden
be3 Neuen Teftaments. Was e3 genau toar, wird man nidt mehr feftfeben Bnnen.
Behm trifft jedodh) nad) unferer {iberseugung bad Midjtige, wenn er fagt: Bon

*) Dad it cin Wort aud ded Ifiralid berftorbenen TH. Sabn .Einleitung in bad
Neue Xeftament”, II, 17, und Ieiner Hat die Auslegung ber alten firde [o genau ges
Iannt ivie Sabhn. 2. §.
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ber Gloffencede bet Paulus und Apoft. 10 und 19 unterideidet fich ber Phingft=
borgang burdjaus, fofern e als ¢in Reden in fremden Spradien (yidooa, B. 11 =
Sidlexvog, B.6.8) befdyricben ivird: in ber jufemmengeftcdmten Menge bon Juden
und Peofelyten aud der Diafpora Hdrt ein jeber bie galildifhen Jiinger feine
Mutterfpradye reden.” Uber feider befennt der Werfaffer aud) feinen Mnglauben
bem Pfingfttounder gegenitber, indem et fagt: MUlle Berfudye, feine Gefdyichilich=
feft gu erweifen und feinen Sinn ju beftimmen, bi8 auf Jahn {deitern an bem
fig felbft und fpdtecen Stellen ber Apoftelgefdyichte wiberfprechenden Beridt.”
(©.724) 3Bebhn Hat aber gans tichtiy cusgeflihrt, daf dad Pfingftivunder das
Gegenbild aur babplonijhen Spradverivitrung fei, eine Unweijung der geift=
erfilliten Gemeinde ber Gl3ubigen jur Berlitndigung bed Gvangeliums an alle
Biller. (fommentar gur WApoftelgefdhichte I, 98 ff.) FWir mddten nodh mehr
Stellen Herausgreifen und befpredhen, ivie bie widtige Wortgruppe yoaps und
ba8 Wort yvrij in folgender Ginteifung: A. Die Frau in der Umivelt bes RNeuen
ZTeftaments. 1. Griedhentum und Hellenismus. 2. Rom. 3. Die Frau im Ulten
Teftament, 4. Die Frau tm Judentum. B. Die Frau im Ehriftentum. 1. JEjus.
2. Die Gemeinde. C. Salrale und gemeindlidhe Funitionen ber Frau. 1. Die
auperdyriftlide Antite. 2. Das Alte Teftament. 3. Dad Judentum. 4. Das Neue
Teftament. 5. Die weitere tirdlidhe Entwidlung. Wber wic miiffen e& bet dem
Gefagten betwenden faffen. RNur wicderholen tvir, daf ein fold reidhhaltiges Warters
bud) jum RNeuen Teftament nod) nicht erjhienen ift und baf, wenn mit der rehten
Borfidht und RKritit gebraudit, e8 ein fehr wertvolled Hilfsmittel jum Studium
be8 Reuen Teftaments ift. Der erfte Vand [dliekt mit dbem Buftaben y und dem

Wort ywvia. Daraus lann man fhon abnehmen, twad fitr ein grofes Werct das
Wocterbud) toerden toich. Q. Fitcbringer.

Epochs in the Life of Simon Peter. By A.T.Robertson, D.D., LL. D.,
Litt. D., Professor of New Testament Interpretation in the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. Charles Seribner’'s
Sons, New York. London. 1033. 342 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.75.

Having given the reading public Epochs in the Life of Jecsus and

Epochs in the Life of Paul, Professor Robertson here places before us

a similar work dealing with St. Peter. Like all the books of this renowned

New Testament grammarian, also the present one testifies to his remark-

able scholarship and ability as an interpreter of the New Testament.

In fluent, simple language, the story of Peter is told, each paragraph

having a heading giving its leading idea. There is no attempt to make

a great display of learning by quoting texts in the original Greek or

by inserting lengthy philological discussions. The views of other scholars

are quoted whenever their words give apt expression to a certain thought.

Now and then they are introduced to be refuted. Naturally, not only

the gospels and the Book of Acts, but also the epistles are drawn

on to acquaint the reader with Peter’s career. First and Second Peter
are each given a chapter, and their prominent thoughts are set forth.

Speaking of Peter’s connection with Rome, Professor Robertson is willing

to admit that the apostle visited Rome, while he quite properly rejects

the assumption that Peter founded the Roman church. As to the time
of Bt.Peter’s death he writes (p.310): “The probability is that Peter
had met his death before Paul wrote his Second Epistle to Timothy with
the plea for Mark to come along in haste with Timothy before winter.”
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Since the author is a Baptist, we are not surprised to read, on page 180,
where he is speaking of the baptism of the three thousand who were
converted on the occasion of the first Christian Pentecost: “Small objec-
tions have been made to Luke’s report here (Acts 2) that so many people
could not be baptized in one day. Dr.J. E. Clough himself baptized 2222
Telugus in one day at the Baptist mission. There were plenty to lend
a hand on this occasion, and Jerusalem always had plenty of pools with
abundance of water. Probably Peter superintended the task.” In our
mind the question arises whether, even if we grant for argument’s sake
that Jerusalem “always had plenty of pools with abundance of water,”
it is likely that the inhabitants of the city would have permitted these
despiscd Galileans to use the pools for the purpose of immersion. Con-
sidering what we know of the haughty prejudices of the scribes and
Pharisees, we think it extremely doubtful that such permission would
have been given. On the famous passage 1 Pet. 3, 19 ff. Dr. Robertson says:
“At this point comes the most disputed passage in the epistle and almost
in the New Testament, the prenching of Jesus to the spirits in prison.
Some modern scholars cut the Gordion knot by inserting “Enoch’ after
dv ¢ xai (left out by similarities of letters and sound). This theory
makes Enoch, not Jesus, the preacher to the spirits in prison. Both
Goodspeed and Moffatt put it so in their translations. Others take it
as it is and interpret it to mean that Jesus did go, after His death,
and preach to those now in prison (or hell) to whom Noah preached
before the flood came. That is a possible meaning of the passage, though
-one wonders why Jesus preached only to this crowd. Some argue from
this interpretation for a second chance in the other world for all lost
souls, what is called the ‘larger hope.” But there is only precarious
Scriptural exegesis for this hope. Others take it to mean that in spirit,
during the time of Noah, Jesus preached to the people of Noah's time
who are now spirits in prison. One element of uncertainty about any
certain exegesis of the passage is Peter’s reminiscential and incidental
way of going off at & word. Here at the word ‘spirit’ he turns to what
Jesus did in spirit; in v. 21 the relative ‘which’ refers back to ‘water.
in which Noah’s family were saved. Then at once Peter turns to baptism
in his time, an antitype, not actual cleansing, but an appeal of & good
conscience to God. Clearly Peter is not a sacramentalist, whatever may
be his meaning about the preaching of Christ in spirit to the spirits now
in prison.” The Lutheran reader will not only object to the way in
which the author empties the term “save” in 1 Pet. 3,21 of its meaning,
but he will be surprised, too, at the indecision which the learned Doctor
manifests over against the different theories surrounding the reference
of Peter to Christ’s descent to hell. But, all in all, we are here dealing
with a very useful book, which is worthy of n place at the side of the
many other splendid productions that have come from Dr. Robertson’s pen.

W. ARNDT.
Ghriftentum und nidtdriftlide NReligion nad) ber Auffaffung Sutfers. Bon
Lic. theol. Walter Holften. G. Verteldmann in Giltersloh, 1952

144 €eiten, lartoniert. Preis: RM. 4.50.

»1ind alle Leute in der Welt, welde fie [die Rechtfertigung] nidt fefthalten,
find enttoeder Jubden oder Tilrlen oder Papiften odber Reger, weil giwifden bdiefen
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beiben Gecedtigleiten, ber tdtigen be8 Gefelied und ber Teibenben Ghrifti, fein
Tittel ift. . . . Die Werle find nur nady bem Euferlidhen Unfeben verfdyicden,
in ber Tat und Walheheit aber find ¢8 Werfe, unb diejenigen, welde fie tun, find
nidt Gheiften, fondern find und bleiben Werlheitige, mdgen fie nun Juben, Mas=
Bometiften, Papiften ober Wiebertdufer ufiw. heigen.” ([uther, IX, 24) Das
voliegende MWert enthilt bie tweitere Ausfiihrung diefer Sige Wnthers. &3 ieift
nad, daf Quther nur jwei Refigionen fennt, das Ehriftentum, dic abfolute Re-
ligion, unb die Frembdreligionen, die alle fich wefentlid) gleidy find, indem fie die
Religion be8 Gefeljes darftellen. G5 gibt nur sioct Arten des GotteSverhiltnifies,
stwel @ruppen bon Religionen: foldye, die ¢ mit bem Gott bes Gefefies, unbd folde,
bie e8 mit bem Gott be3 Evangelinms ju tun Haben.r (S.30.) SLuther zeigt, wie
Holften geitndlich nachtoeift, bafy ber KatholizisBmus, bas Heidentum, bas Jubens
tum unb der Jslam in ihrem Materialpringip wefentlidy verfdhicben vom Ehriften=
tum find; baf fie aud) cin wejentlid) verfd)icdened Formalpringip vertreten (.Bes
fannt ift Suthers heftige Polemit gegen die Bernunit, die ,Hure’, als dag Pringip
ber Werlgeredytigleit, S.53); und daf dad Ehriftentum einen unverjdhnlihen
RKampf mit biefen Frembdreligionen ju filhren Hhat. Der Verfaffer, als getreuer
Leriditerfatter, hat bei Bejpredhung des Katholizismus fein Vlatt vor den Mund
genommen, ebenfolwenig toie Quther fjelbft. ,Bei meiner jujammenfaffenden Dac=
fellung von Quthers Ausfagen iiber ben Katholizismus bitte idy au bedenlen, dafh
idh leine anbdere WAufgabe Hatte alé die Hiftorifde, Cutherd Wcteil in feiner gangen
grundfdglidhen Schdcfe, obhne jede formelle Milderung (die Verdunlelung bedeutet
biitte), fihtbar 3u madjen. (Bortwort.) G5 licgt au ciner Milderung audy fein
Unlaf vor. Seit Quthers Jeit Hat fich der Katholizismus ja nidt jum Guten,
fondern immee mehr gum Vifen entwidelt. Auf Seite 134 {. findet fich eine in-
firultive Darlegung: Die GErfahrung beweift, dbaf der Katholizismus mit den
andern Werleeligionen eine Sippe bilbet. ,Der Abfall jo bieler Ehriften au
Mohammed 1ird ihm nun verftindlid). Gr ijt faft cine Notwendigleit u nennen
angefits der volligen Wehrlofigleit, in der jeber fatholijhe Ehrift diefer Frembd=
teligion gegenliberfteht. Reiner terde, fo meint er, feinem Glauben treuw bleiben,
loenn er nur drei Tage in der Tiiclei toeilte. RKeineSivegs ift dad bon entacteten,
von innerlidy gleidygiiltigen Ghriften gemeint, fonbern gerade ben beften, ben
ernften und ilbersengten Papiften.s Die religionsgefdichtliche Schule, die ja teinen
wefentliden nter{d)ied jwijdhen bem Ghriftentum und den andbern Meligionen
lennt, fet ibre Unbhinger derjelben Gefihrdbung und Vebrohung aus. Darauf
fdeint die Ausfiihrung auf Seite 135 hingudbeuten. — Dad Bud) verdbient fleifiiges
Studbium. Wer bie Eigenart de8 Ghriftentumsg fennenlernen will, foll Luther
ftubleren, Freilich), Pemerlungen ivie diefe: ,Dad Gefel toird in baé Goangelium
aufgenommen* (S. 29); ~Die wahre Religion 1kt fich divelt nur in dber Geftalt
beS Gebots befdyreiben” (S. 47) gehdren nidjt in eine Darftellung bon Luthers Bes
fdreibung ber Gigenart bed Ghriftentums. Th Gngelder.

The Glory Road. By N. W. Ylvisaker. Published by Augsburg Pub-
lishing House, Minneapolis. 142 pages, 5X73. Price, $1.00.

The author of this tribute to the glory of our redemption through the
cross of Jesus Christ is Executive Secretary of the Department of Young
People’s Work in the Norwegian Lutheran Church. The book has a strong
emotional appeal, which is sustained through the chapters, which describe
conversion, forgiveness of sins, and the love which binds the penitent sinner
to his Savior,—all of it written, as it were, under the cross on Calvary
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and beside the open grave. We make allowances for the temperamental,
sometimes mystic nature of the book, which does not pretend to be dog-
matic as much as devotional and inspirational. However, there is some-
thing that seems to depress the meaning of Baptism to the believer or
that ignores the history of the normal Christian church-member when it
is said that the “Glory Road” for the individual “begins” with the sin-
ner’s realization that he has an immortal soul face to face with God. The
author would, of course, not deny that normally the “Glory Road" begins
with Baptism. The same individualistic strain crops out in the state-
ment that “faith is a yielding up of one’s will to the will of .God the
Father” (p.30). While faith involves this as a necessary concomitant,
it s not that, but rather the trust of the believer in the gracious promises
of God. We have placed question-marks also opposite the following:
“Faith is a gift of God through His Spirit, granted freely to those of
a repentant heart. . . . With the immediate sense of pardon there will
be given the germ of that holiness and that righteousness which are
acceptable to God and which are aceeptable because they are nothing but
reliance on Christ’s merits and wounds and righteousness” (p.40). There
is emphasis here on feeling and a conception of an imputed righteousness
susceptible of growth, which again seems to reach over into sanctification.
We do not hold that with the death on the cross Jesus had finished also
His prophetic office nor His kingly office, even with the modification “as
far as it was to be finished here on earth” (p.05). Jesus is to-day exer-
cising His prophetic function through the Word and the ministry and is
King over all things, in this world and in heaven. Knowing so well the
author’s previous expressions, we are rendy to allow for a certain care-
lessness of terminology not seldom met with in books that are written to
furnish exercises in piety. The Glory Road contains much that our pastors
may use in their sick-visits and in Lenten sermons.
THEODORE GRAEBNER.

The Nature of Religion. By Georg Woblermin. Translated by Theophil
AMenzel and Daniel Sommer Robinson. With an Introduction by
Douglas Clyde Macintosh. Thomas Y. Crowell Co., New York. 379
pages, 6X0. Price, $3.50.

The name of Georg Wobbermin is well known in the field of systematic
theology and of the philosophy of religion. At present he is holding the
professorship formerly occupied by Albrecht Ritschl at Goettingen Uni-
versity. The translators of this monograph are Theophil Menzel of Eden
Seminary and Daniel Sommer Robinson of Indiana University, who have
done a very creditable piece of work in translating so difficult a text as
that offered by Wobbermin.—This is o book for the specialist in syste-
matic theology, the philosophy of religion, and rclated subjects. The
various views are presented in an objective, even a sympathetic, manner,
and one can derive a great deal of information on the entire field. The
discussion even touches upon Frazer’s theory of magic, Natorp’s theory
of religion, the Freudian theory of religion, Christian Science, theosophy
and Steiner’s anthroposophy, the Marxian theory of religion, and the
Barthian theology.— We cannot accept the nuthor’s views, for he advoeates
the religio-psychological method which had its origin with Schleiermacher.
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In fact, although the author takes exception to Schleiermacher’s views
on two scores (p.89), his book is practically Schleiermacher redivivus et
extensus: “Dic Religion ist das unmitielbare Bewusstscin der absoluten
Abhaengigkeit.” This position is fundamentally wrong beeause it is based
on a variable, the religious experience and consciousness of man, instead
of on o constant. True religion is based entirely upon divine revelation,
objectively reccived, although subjectively appropriated. The response of
man, while influenced by the original knowledge of God, in its fragmentary
form, is brought about entirely by the power of the Spirit of God in the
Word of revelation. P. E. KRETZMANK.

Xarl Barth and Christian Unity. The Influence of the Barthian
Movement upon the Churches of the World. By Adolf Keller, D. D.,
LL.D. Translated in collaboration with Prof. Werner Petersmann
by the Rev. Manfred Manrodt and revised by Dr. A.J.Macdonald.
With an Introduction by Luther A. Weigle, Ph. D. The Macmillan
Company, New York. 320 pages, 53; X8Y, including Bibliography.
Price, $2.75.

Dr. Adolf Keller’s Der Weg der dialcktischen Theologic durch die
kirchliche Welt (Kaiserverlag, Munich, 1931) is here offered in an excellent
English translation to readers that do not understand German. Dr. Keller,
formerly pastor in Egypt and Switzerland, then professor of religious
education at State College in Schaffhausen, and since 1022 secretary of
the Europcan Central Bureau for Interchurch Aid, also known as an
author of many theological and religious works (FEine Philosophie des
Lebens; Vom unbekannten Goti; Die Kirchen und der Friede, ete.) and
lecturer (Stone Lecturer at Princeton for 10383, ete.), representative in
Europe of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in Ameriea, and
an outstanding exponent and leader of the present-day ecumenical move-
ments, very aptly called the “Man of World Protestantism,” presents in
this volume a keen critical analysis of Barthianism, points out its reaction
upon men and churches, both favorable and unfavorable, and finally shows
how some of the Barthian questions and thought may be utilized in the
interest of greater church unity. Men like Deissmann (Berlin), Niebuhr
(Union Theological Seminary), Chas. S. Macfarland (General Secretary
Emeritus of the Federal Council), have bestowed upon the book un-
stinted praise and have recommended it especially as a text-book for
a more general study of “Christian Ecumenies,” or of the special Kirchen-
kunde which the ecumcnical movements of to-dey require. The work
indeed deserves praise. Dr. Keller’s anelysis of Barthianism, though in
some respects inadequate, is nevertheless helpful and valuable. What
Barthianism is, is here described well in its essential features. Admirable,
too, is the author’s description of the confusion of the European and
American churches which, breaking away from their ancient moorings
and slipping irresistibly into new forms, nevertheless hold to their ancient
shells or at least parts of their shells. The author concedes that theo-
logical dialecticism is too illusive and too much opposed by both liberals
and conservatives to serve as a decisive factor in church unification.
However, he recognizes certain questions which Barth, who himself opposes
the ecumenical movements, has raised as very important to church unity,
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and these he puts to the exponents of the ecumenical movements with
great carnestness. For the student of present-day church movements in
Europe and America the book is valuable even though he cannot always
agree with the author. By voicing the slogan Zurueck sur Reformation!
Zurueck zu Luther! Barth, as we believe, has pointed out the true way
to church unity. The only trouble is that neither Barth himself nor the
proponents of the ecumenical movements take it seriously; and as long
as that is the case, nothing will remove the spiritual chaos which apostasy
from the Word of God has caused both in Europe and America.
J. T. MUELLER.

Dic Theologic Gerfond. Eine Unterfudyung ur Verbindung bon Nominalis:
mus und Myftit in Spitmittelalter. Von Walter Dref. C. Bertels:
mann, Verlagsbudhandlung in Giitersloh, 1931. 208 Seitem. Preit:
RM. 7.

Der Veefajfer, ordentlidher Profeffor fiir Hiftorijdhe Theologie an ber theo:
Togifth=philofophifdyen Quther-Atademic ju Dorpat und Privatdozent an der Uni:
verfitit Berlin, wifl geigen, sivelde Tendenjen in der Gebanlenwelt Gerjons ber
Theologie Luthers irgendivie die Wege borbereitet und pofitib, jum mindeften
in ber Grzcugung ber geiftigen Atmojphdre, die Quiher erivariete, vorgearbeitet
baben”. Darum fudt er an Gerjon und aus zahllofen Jitaten aus Gerjons
Sdriften darjulegen, welde Geftaltung die nominaliftijhe unbd die myftifde Be=
vegung, miteinander bereinigt, in der Theologic bor Cuther gelvonnen Haben und
toie fie filr Quthers theologifdhe Arbeit bedemtungsvoll gewefen find, Dabet Wwicd
man freilid nod) lange nicht alled unterjdyreiben, was Drefs itber SQuiher fagt;
er fdeint @erfon beffer 3u femnen afs Quther., — Aber dabei ftidt Drel eine
anbere Frage an, dic mcined Gradhtend biel wichtiger ift: Warum taven alle bie
Reformbetvegungen ded Spitmittelalters erfolglos? Alle die grofen Neforms
tongilien, gum Teil unter der Filbrung ber tiidhtigften Lehrer, die gar oft, wie
®erfon, die ernfte Abficht hatten, ,der Kirdie und damit aud) den in vieler Hine
fibt Daltfofen und verfofhrenen Buftdnden bder fpdtmittelalterlichen TWelt 3u
helfen* — warum aflle8 jo wirfungslo3? SLag nidt die Nrfadhe in der Theologie
ber Meformer feIbft? Qag darin nidht vielleiht ,die Hemmung, die den Reformer
nidt jum Reformator werben fief#? Wihrend nun der Verfaffer auf dicfe Frage
Teine birelte, tare Yntivort gidt, jo ergibt fie fidh bod) filr den, Der Suthecs Theos
Togie fennt, aus ber ausfithrlichen Darlegung der Theologie Gerfons. Um deut:
lidyften tritt e woBl jutage, wenn Gerjon bie 3u crjtrebende dyriftlihe Demut
eine meritoria humilitas nennt. ,Die nicdbrige Cage, dic dbem Menfhen boc
Gott julommt, bleibt immer nod) — das ift der grofe lUnterfd)iecd von Luihers
Qerftindnis der humilitas — cine berdienftlide Lage. Demjufolge bleidt
ber menfdhlichen Haltung vor Gott immer ein beftimmter Wert erhalten. Man
lieg in ber Rivdje vor Quther das sola Seriptura, dba man damald fdhon oft
birte, oohI babingehen; folange bic Macyt der Hierardhie unangetaftet blied, vac
eben ber Papft alleiniger Uusleger ber Schrift. Das sola gratia tourde feines
Jnhaltd entlcert, indem e8 in bie gratia infusa verdreht wurbe; aber die reinfte
Referei toar bag sola fide, benn baburd) twurbe dbem Siinder ber Wea direlt u
®ott ohne Vermittlung der Priefter gedffnet, und fomit twurben bie beiden BVoll:
werle bes Papfttums untergraben: bie Saframentslehre (lein Heil ofhne burd
bie fiecben Salramente) und bie Orbinationslehre (fein gitltiged Saframent ohne
red)tlid) orbinierten Pricfter). Durd) diefe beiden Vehren Hielt die Hicrardyie alle
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Welt in Knedytfdhaft; empdrte fih ja jemand, fo urbe er bald ivicber durd) Bann
und Jnterbift in Meih und Glicd gezivingt. Solange diefe beidben BVolltverte
ftanden, toaren barum aud) alle Reformverjuche bergeblich; erft ald8 Suther durd
ba8 sola fide fie minicrte, Tam cine bauernbe MNeformation ber Kirche auftande.
Theo. Hopher.
Proceedings of the Eighteenth Convention of the Atlantic District.
Price, 25 cts.

Proceedings of the Sixtieth Convention of the Michigan District.
German and English. Price: German, 13 ets.; English, 12 cts. Con-
cordia. Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

The report of the Atlantic District offers an essay by Pastor Paul
Lindemann on “Christian Stewardship” (of the body, of the mind, of social
relations, of time, and of possessions) “and Its Modern Implications™ (for
the individual, for the congregation, and for the Church at large).

At the convention of the Michigan District Pastor A. F. Bernthal spoke
on “The Relation of the Early Christian Churches to One Another a Pattern
and Example to Christian Churches of To-day,” and Pastor H. A. Mayer
read a paper in the German language on the subject “Dic ersten Christen-
gemeinden Muster und Vorbild fuer unsere Gemeinden.”

Proceedings of the Thirty-Sixth Convention of the Iowa District.

The English essay, delivered by Prof. H. A. Klein, was based on Ques-
tion 109 of our Synodical Catechism, “Why do we call the First Person of
the Godhead the Father?” and answers this question in the language of our
Catechism: 1) because He is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; 2) be-
cause He is nlso our true Father. The German essayist, Pastor P. E. Ross,
applied Rom. 12, 11. 12 to our present times. T. LAETSCH.

Christmas Tidings. By William Muir Auld. Macmillan Co., New York.
1933. 156 pages, 6514 XT7%.

This is a book for art connoisscurs, namely, those in the field of belles-
lettres. It is a sequel to the same author’s Christmas Traditions, issued
a few years ago. It presents a wide array of facts connceted with the
festival of Christmas, especially such as are associated with a wide choice
of excellent poetry and with the church-year and its liturgy. If ome so
studies the book, he will find it generally interesting and edifying, per-
vaded by an optimistic mysticism. Some of the statements are epigram-
matic and challenging, such as: “One of the very remarkable features of
the sacred gospels is that they are so written as to make all men the
contemporaries of Christ and Christ the contemporary of all time.” (P.8.)
“The worst fallacy is the assumption that God cares only for great things.
A more unscientific position could hardly be imagined.” (P.71, quoted.)
“Liturgies are all books of common prayer. They are primarily designed
to preclude callow individualism.” (P.100.) On page 108 the author offers
what seems to be the antecedent of a stanza in Luther’s “Cradle Hymn for’

Christmas®: O my deir hert, young Jesus sweit,

Prepare Thy creddil in my spreit,
And I shall rock Thee in my hert
And never mair from Thee depart.
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Some statements we cannot endorse, as when the author says that to
St. Paul “the Christ of history remained ever somewhat vague and shadowy”
(p-11), or that the truth of Christianity “can be disengaged from the par-
ticular terminology of the ereeds” (p. 70). On page 73 John 17,3 is
ascribed to St. John, whereas it is n word of the Savior Himself. The
discussion of the Sacraments on page 70 is beautiful, but not adequate.
But such inadequacies will readily be caught by the careful reader. They
do not detract from the stimulus of the book for onec who wishes to feel
the beauty of the Christmas-message. P. E. KRETZMANK.

mtsfalenber fiir cvangeliffie Geiftlidhe. 1934. In Nadfolge bon J. Shnels

ber fortgefilhrt von P. Trofdhfe. 61. Jahrgang. Berlag C. Bertels:

mann, Giitersloh. 258 Seiten 4% X6, in Seinwand mit Golbtitel ges
bunben. Preis: M. 1.80.

Wir Haben fdon iwiederholt diefen Amtslalenber ertvdfhnt. Dbivohl Heupls

fadlich filr beutiche Verhiltniffe eingerichtet, ift cr dod) fo Hanblid) und fbin und

aud) wertvoll durd) die bei jebem Tag angegebenen lirdjengeficytlichen Gedents

tage und Uusfpriide grofjer Manner in Staat undb firdge, dap er itberall feinen

Wert Hat. Q Fitvbringer
BOOEKS RECEIVED.
From Concordia Publishing Iouse, St. Louis, Mo.: — =
t'r?d‘-l- and Trails. By H. A. Schroeder. 257 pages. Price, §1.50,
postpa

Amerifanifier Salender fiiv beutide Luiferancr auf bad Jahr 1034
163 Seiten. Preis: 15 Cis,

Lutheran Annual, 1834. 163 pages. Price, 15 cts.

Concordia Collection of Sacred Choruses and Anthems for More
Ambitious Choral Organizations. No. 30: Scek Ye the Lord. Mixed
voices. By J.C. Wohlfcil. 3 pages, 614X10%. Price, 15 cts.

From Harper & Brothers, New York: —
v t?no Thing I Enow. By A.J. Russell. 411 pages, 5XT%. Price,

From the Abingdon Press, New York, Cincinnati, Chicago: —
I Follow the Road. A Modern Woman’s Search for God. By Anne
Byrd Payson. Introduction by E. Stanley Joncs. 210 pages, 5X7%. Priee,

$1.00.
=

NOTICE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

In order to render satisfactory service, we must have our current maill

list correct. The expense of maintaining this list has been mate in

- Under present regulations we are subject to a “fine” on all parcels mailed to
an incorrect address, inasmuch as we must pay 2 cents for every notification
sent by the postmaster on a lpurml or pm-lodl%af which is undeliverable because
no forwarding address is available or because there has been a change of address.
This may seem insignificant, but in view of the fact that we have subscribers
getting three or more of our periodicals and considering our large aggrega
subscription list, it may readily be seen that it amounts to quite a sum du
a4 year; for the postmaster address a notification to each individual
ical. ur subscribers can help us by notifying us — one notification
card, costing only 1 cent) will take care of the addresses for several publications.
We shall be very grateful for your cooperation.

. CoNcorpia PunrLisnine House, St. Louils, Mo.

Kindly consult the address label on th to ascertain whether your
subscription has ex or will soon uplm.h'mi“ on the label means that
your subscription has expired. Please pay your agent or the Publisher promptly
in order to avold interruption of service. It takes about two weeks before the
address label can show nge of address or acknowledgment of remittance.
When paying your subscription, plense mention name of publication desired
and exact name and address (both old and new, if change of address is requested).

COXCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, St. Louls, Mo.
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