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908 •cttte IBrrtung unb !Ornmtung btl e«Orlft1ru1111llf ti lltllfll Ualnllul. 

scf c~t finb nicfjt atrrin barmn, bafs fie 8cicfjcn f cicn, ba&ci man ~ 
bic qriftcn fcnncn 1nocrc, fonbcm bafs cl 8cicfjm unb 8eugniffe finll 
gottlicfjcl 2BiUcnl ecocn nnl, unf cm Cifau&cn baburcfj au ertvecfen unll 
au ftiidcn; bcrljamcn fie m1cfj @rauf>en forbem unb bann recfjt ae&rau4t 
tucrbcn, f o man'i im QJfau(Jcn cmpfiingt unb bcn Qlfau6en ballurdj 
ftiidt." (Oonc. Trigl., 48.) 3atuoljf, bcr @rau&c tuirb baburcfj nlDecft 
unb ocftiidt, bafs cine o(Jjcftibc fllcacuguno bel @nabcntuillcnl GJottel in 
6:ljriftu gcgen uni borficgt, fci cl in bcr ~rebigt bcl <!bangctiuml, fei 
cl in bcn <Saframentcn. S>nB ijt bic tBcbcuhme bcl !Bortcl @ottel unb 
ber <Safrmnente aT6 @nabemnittcT, bab 11116 burdj bal !Sort unb bic 
6aframcntc !Berge&une bet 6iinbcn bnrgcfloten luirb aum @fau&cn, ba" 
mit fie gcgfau(Jt luerben. Senn tuit bnl <!bangelium ljoren, bann i~ bal 
ball sign um gl'lltiae voluntatis Doi orgn nos. SDa f eljcn IDit <Bottel 
@nnbcnantrib, unb lucnn <Sic bnl llediinbigen: .. ~m <!bangelium fielj~ 
bu @otte.B @nabcnantrib", bail erlucdt beu @fau(Jen. 'lSenn IDir bon 
bet staufc fo reben: .. murdj bic st'aufc tuirb !Bcrge(June bcr 6ilnben aul" 
setcm, ba.B staufcn eefdjieljt .r, a,p,,o,,. a1caon@,., fo gctuifs ljeute ba: 
,Oinnnef bic (!rbc ii(Jcrfpnnnt": f oluic 6ic baB (Jcacugen, IDir.b ber 
@fau(Jc cr1ucdt unb ocftiidt; unb fotuic <Sic llom ijcirigcn W&enbmaljt 
faocn: .,<Sicljc, ljier cmi,fiingft bu ben i!ci(J bcl ~~trn, ber fiir bi~ in 
bcn stob bnijingcge(Jcn, 1uob11rdj @oft bir oniibig gcluorbcn iW, ficljt ber 
armc 6ilnbct @ottcB @nnbcnnntrib fidj cutococnlcudjten. 

qJrebigcn <Sic (njriftum nTB l)'unbamcnt bcl GITaufJcnl, ni~t bcn 
@fauflcn, obct lual f onft im N?cnf djcn ficgt, a Tl ijunbament bel @fau• 
licnB. BnaTcn <Sic in marten ben ,8uljurcrn llor Wuocn bal tBiut ~(!fu 
c.tljrifti, bcl 6oljncl @ottcl, bal fiit uni beroofien tuorben, bal tBiut, bal 
bon feincm ~nui,tc ocfioffen ift, all ct mit ciuct S>orncn!rone gdront 
tuar, bnB mrut, bal born ffrcna nuf bir (!rbe nieberriejdtc aul f cinen 
bnrdjgralicnen ~iinben unb ijii{Jen. Unb fiigen 6ic bann ljinau: mal 
iB(ut ~(!f u (tfjrifti, bel 6oljncl @ottcl , mndjt unB rein bon allen 
6ilnbcn. SS,al ift bic ~caeuguno bet olijeftiben @nabe. 60 tuerben @iie 
@fm11ien crtuecfen unb ftiidcn in ben 0er3en bet ,8111jorer. 

IBidjtige ,unfte I;ei ber rcdjtcn !Bcrtung 1tnb IJcrwcrtung 
bcl edjriftaeugniff cB 9cgc1t llnioniimui. 

S>ct UnioniBnml ijt einct be1: ocfaljrlidjjten ftrcliif djiiben ber ljeu• 
tigcn (tljriftcnljcit unb feibet au~ bet futijerif~en .mr~e im atrgemeinen. 
<ff ift ni~t notig, bab luit uni ii(Jct bic lttfadjen bief ct eq~cinune ber• 
lirciten; bcnn bal ift in ben revten brci ~-alj[deljntcn in unfern ,8eit­
f~riften foluic in bielcn 9lcferatcn - lici bet !Berfammlune bet 61Jno• 
balfonfercna, bcr meregatcnft,Jnobe unb berf ~iebenet SDiftriftlft,Jnoben -
fo o~ eef ~eljen, bafs jebet ~ntcreffierte genilgcnb @clegenljeit ljatte, f~ 
mit bcn 51:atfa~cn bcrttaut au madjen. strogbem aliet geljt bie QSiirung 
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lhltte 1Bert11n1 un~ 8er1Dert11n1 Ml e4t1~1eu1nlffd 111m UnlonUmal. 808 

ludter, fa fie broOt jrbt fdjon bic &omt dner Serf ebung anauncljmen. 
!>er erftc 6djritt luat, bats man bieTrrortl bie 6djrlftaeugniff e gegen ben 
Unionilmul ignoticrtc unb fidj ba&ci f ogar in cttual bomcljmet !Seif c in 
f•n!Iingcnbcn tJlcbcnBarten erging, hrie a. RJ.: "Let ua agree to dia­
agree, but let us resolve to love.'' 5'>icl hJClt f onbertidj bet ffal[ &ei ben 
ufoz:micrten Scftcn. S>al 31ucite Stabium a&et ift babuz:cfj cueidjt 
IDotben, bats man filt fcinc unioniftifdjcn RJeftteTmngen 6djtiftgnanb (Je,. 
anfptudjt ljat. micl iit bon jeljer oefdjcljcn burdj bie un&ercdjtigte IBe,. 
auenaljme auf ~olj. 17, 21, cine Stel[e, bie fodtualjrenb aiticd tuotben 
ift 1mb nodj innnct aiticrt 1uirb. Unb bicl gcf djicljt fJil auf bief en ::tag, 
unb aluat mit anncljmcnbct Subctfidjt, tuic fflratidj im Lutheran. Quar­
terly, IUo man !cincn lucjentiidjen Untetf djicb atuif djcn cincm &tots 
ciu(serlidjcn 8nf ammenar'&citcn, oljne retigiof c QScmeinf djaft, unb tat .. 
fcidjtidjcn ocmcinjdjaftridjcn GSottcibienften madjt. ~I tuitb bclljat& 
oijne 81ucifcI bon oroiJcm !Bert f cin, lucnn luir uni auf bic ffaUoz:cn 
unb GSmnbf iive CJefinncn, bic fJci bet eanaen &i&Iif djcn SteUune &ctz:cjfl 
bcJ llnionilmni in ~ctradjt fonnncn miiff en, toenn fJifJetgtciufJige ltljtf,. 
ftcn unb ::tl;cotogcn anbcti bic redjtc ::treuc gegcn bie Sdjrlft fJclucif en 
lDoUcn. 

Ecljcn luit 11113 31111iidjjt cinige GJnanbfiibe an, bie filt bie Wn,. 
tuenbuno bon 6djrif tftcl!en in aletz:adjt !om men, 1uie fie fJei bet alcljanb,. 
lung bicfct 8raoc ocCJrnndjt luetben. S>iefe GJnmbfiibe bccfen fidj nidjt 
ecnau mit bcn ljcrmcmmtifdjcn Dlcgctn, tuie fie filt bie ff a ff u no ee,. 
gc&cncr 6djriflluodc m1gc1uanbt lucrbcn, fonbcrn fie fJctz:cffcn bie 0: r,. 
I ii u t ct 1111 o 1111b ~( n lu c II bung f otdjcr 6djtiftluodc in bet cigcnt,. 
Iidjcn marTronno bL't !!cijrc. '1landjc bet ljict cttuiiljntcn !J3un!tc finb 
fdjon meljt obct lucnigct an6filljdidj in unfcm Scitfdjrl~cn fJcljanbett 
lDorbcn, fJcjonbcti aTI bic onnlogin fidei bot brci ~aljracljntcn bilfutiert 
IDerbcn mu{Jtc. (tlJgI. !!cljrc 11. !Bcljrc 1908, 9lob. unb S>ci,.) fl&ct anbere 
!Jlunftc finbcn fidj in bctf djicbencn I11tljcrlf djc11 !Bct!en ilf>ct .\)ermcncuti! 
unb in bicTcn Wdifcln tcill aulf.illjriidjc S>adcg11ngen, tcifl gctcgentlidje 
,OinlDeif e. 

!Bit lucijcn ljict 3uniidjjt ljin auf cinen 0Jr11nbf ab, bet !mun irgenb,. 
loo !Bibctfi,rudj ljcrbotrufcn biitftc, ncimtidj a11f baJ ,r1naip, bats bic 
1!eljren bet 6djrift, luic fie in bet djtiftlidjen ftirdjc borgctz:agen unb gc,. 
eta11&t lucrbcn, fidj cxprcssis verbia, in bire!tcn, ffarcn Wulfagcn GJottel, 
in bcn loci clnssici, bcn sedea doctrinoe, bcn dictn probontia bet ~cm,. 
gen 6djtift finbcn. ea ift !Rihn. 8, 28 eana !fat unb umnibbctftiinb,. 
Ii~ ein Sib bet 1!cljrc bon bet 9ledjtfcrtigung, mi,t;. 2, 1 ff. cin <Sib bet 
&ljre bon bet alcfcljtung, 2 stim. 8, 14-17 cin Sib bet 1!cljre bon bet 
giittiidjen mingc&ung bet <Sdjtift. !Bet bcn in bief en <Stemm bargelcgten 
edjrlftleljrcn luiberfpridjt, f cbt fidj in bitc!ten QSegcnfab au bcm fftreen 
!Bone QJottel. 

19ft lucif en aum anbcm ljin auf bie RJelueilfmft f otdjct 6djz:i~,. 
fteUm, bic in &ciiiiufigcn WuBf agen, gtcidjf am in bet ffotm bon 'Kn,. 
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810 •~tc Ucrtuna unb Slcr111crtun1 bcl 6clrlft1cu1nlffcl ICICII Ualnllad. 

medungen obet .S1uif cljcnfJcmcdungcn, cine GJrunblUaljt~ badegm. 
!!>icl tuibctfprlcljt butcljaul nicljt bent (Jcfannten ljcrmeneutif cljm Clamb,. 
fav: &naua litcrnlia unus est; bcnn bicfct I,cfagt nut, bah jebu fdt,,. 
ftiinbigc <i5aQ obct 6a(JteiI nut e i n c n int c n bi et ten 6inn ~ 
fann. <!I ljanbert fidj ljict unt folclje !Bcmcdungcn obct <!infcljicllfcl Ivie 
a. !8. ~olj. 10, 35 b, luo bet ,81uifcljcnfab ntit fflecljt flit bic !JUenatinfpt .. 
ration gcrtcnb gcmadjt luitb, obct 11111 Iiingctc afJljiingige Wulfilljrungen 
1uic in Cfplj. 5, 22 ff .• luo bic (ln11pttljcfil bnl tnctljiiltnil a1uif cljen !Rann 
nnb mcm in bet <!ljc bc'ljnnbcrt, 1uiiljrcnb bic 9lcbcnnulfiiljrung bie 
i?cljtcn lJon C!ljtijH jtrirucrtrctcnbct @cn11ghnmg, tJon bet sraufe unb bon 
bet 4?cirig11no fJeljanbcTt. Wudj in C,c311g nuf bicjcn ~unit IUitb fidj 
lucnio !llcinunoBtJctjdjicbcnljcit 3cige11. 

Wn britter (Stelle lucif en luit ljin auf bic !trnglucite altteftamrnt,. 
Iicljct !!.Jorjdjriftcn im , 1cucn stcjtnmcnt, bn6 ljciht, in ber ncutcftamcnt• 
Iidjcn frrn. (lict om bic !>kgcI, bnfi bic micbcrljolunoen bcl !leucn 
!tcftamcnt-6 bic !Bnljrljcit b~ fflten ejtnmcnfa in tJollct G.Jcltung er• 
ljnrtcn obct fie lJcrnUgcmcincrn, 1uic 3. !8. bic ,8cljn (Bcbotc, !Rnttlj. 10, 
18. 10; !>lom. 13, o. 10; <!Pl 6, 2. 3 (W11flbcljn11110 n11f bic gnnac <!rbcl). 
<!I luirb abet a11dj mit !>lcdjt bnrnuf ljingeluicjen, bah nUc !Bcftimmunoen 
brl ffltcn stcftnmcnta, bic a11dj nuf bic .~cibcn nngc1unnbt lucrbcn, 1!rb. 
18, 24; 20, 28, fiit nTCc .Scifcn GlcI11111g ljnC,c11, 1uc1111 1111111 bicjcn !Jhmft 
ljict 1111dj nidjt immcc urgicrt. icjct !J_l1111rt ijt bcjonbcrB luicljlig I,ci bet 
!8c11rfeiI11no bca <SIJnfrctiflnma. 

Sum bicrfcn bncf nidjt 1mcr1uiiljnt '6Ici6cu, bnh 6djilbcrungcn unb 
iJcif4>icic nUctbingB nn 1111b fiit fidj fcinc 523c1uciB?rnjt fiit bie 1!cljre 
ljafJcn. <!I om ljict bnl 6c!nnutc dictum: Excmpln illustrnnt, non 
probnnt. S,aC,ci ift abet nidjt nuB bcn ~uocn 311 Injjcn, bah fBcifpidc 
biefct Wd bcm '6cffcrcn !Bctjtiinbnil bicnen, bnfi jic jonbcrliclj angcfilljrt 
tuerbcn mogcn, um cine <StcUuno 311 djnrnftcrificren, bic @ott nppro• 
IJicrf. !Bon S)obfcljil(J fcljrci6t (8citjdjt. f. ncutcftnmcntl. !Bijfenfdjaft, 
(left 1, 1983, 48): .. !DlinbeftcnB 31uci s:>rittcl bcB ,1cucn :tcftamentl 
entljaTtcn ljiftorijdjcn <Stoff, nidjt nur bic <!bangclicn 1mb bic Wi,ojtef,. 
gcfcljicljtc, f onbcrn nudj bie ~pofnltJPf c, nnb bide 6tcllcn bet !Bricfc finb 
gcf djicljtiidj craiiljlcnb unb luollcn gcf djidjtriclj bctjtanbcn f cin. ffreilidj, 
fie oc6cn nicljt <Befdjidjtc um bet <Bcfdjidjtc tuiIIcn, 
f onbcm aul QJinufJcn aum @Innben, bal ljcifit, fie finb cr6auiiclj. <Be• 
tabe aIB :tljcologcn lucrbcn luir uni barnuf an fJcfinncn ljn6cn, bab bie 
,Oauptfaclje am 9leucn St:cftamcnt bcffcn rcligiofc !8ctradjtung aUct S!>inge 
ift." !!>icf ct QJcl>randj ljiftorif cljcr statf adjcn, tuic fie uni in bet 6cljri~ 
6crlcljtct unb gcf djilbcd auerben, luic luit iljn in bet Iutljcrlf cljcn 1!iteratut 
finbcn, ift analog bet !Seif c, IDic bic 6cljrif t bcl D?cucn !tcftamentl bicl• 
faclj etellen aul bem ffltcn stcftamcnt aiticd. @io IDitb bie ljiftorif • 
St:atf aclje bon ~fob all bem bon <Bott boroeaogcnen 6oljn i>on ,aulul 
I,ci bet i)adegung bon bet 6cljri~Ieljrc bon bet !BaljI aitiert, !Rom. 9, 18. 
S ftot. 8, 15 tucnbct berfel6c t!14>oftcI ein ljiftorlfcljcl Uartum aul bet (le,. 

3

Kretzmann: Wichtige Punkte bei der rechten Wertung und Verwertung des Schrif

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1933
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f~te bet IBilftcnhJanbetung an auf bie feammtung bcl Oiiflfonbl filt 
bic atmcn ctljriftcn in ~ubiin. l!in bcmrligct QSe&taudj ban Sdjrlff" 
fteUcn a[f o, lici bcm cine W1>1>toliation Qlottel mit bet gcfdjidjt[idjen Si>at" 
Iegung bct&unbcn abet batin cntljatten ift, mu(s all butdjaul (cgitim 
angcf eljcn tuctbcn. ~n bief cm ,8ufammcnljang ift lief onbetl au fJcadjten, 
ba(s bic Sdjtif t bic Sdjilbctung gctuiff ct "ljata!tctcigcnf djaften auhJeiten 
~ft, 11m babutdj g(cidjf am bcn Qlinbtuc! anf bcn 1!cf ct au bctticfen. 
IBo bic gotttidjc f8iUigung, tcfi,. 117li(sbiUigung, bcuttidj im .ftontcit aul" 
gcbtil1U ift, gcljcn IUit gchJiB nidjt fcljI, IUcnn tuit bcmgemii(s bic Wn• 
IUenbung mndjcn abet cine 1!c1jrc lucitct ftiitcn. t!Bic gef agt, bet f8 e • 
ID c i I filt bic .i?eljtc Iicgt nidjt in f o(djcn Sten en, tuolj[ a(Jct cine IUcitetc 
m c ft at i O u n 0• 

Wn fiinftct Stene erinnctn luit uni batan, bns lici bet !htllcgung 
bet Ceidjrift bie GScje"e bcl gelUoljniidjcn 1ncnf djtidjcn s:>en!enl iljtc 9ln• 
IDenbung finbcn, au{Jct tuo QSott f cI&ct bie mcnf djtidjc .i?ogi! bcif citcjcl,t 
unb W111nn1j111cn fonjtatied. ~ I 1uirb gctuoljntidj gcf agt, bas bic maior 
unb bie minor Uat in bet Ceidjrift angcgclJcn f cin miijjcn, tucnn bet bat• 
aul gcaogcne 6djl115 all Ceidjtijtlcljtc f8cudjtigung ljabcn f on. t!Bit 
rcbcn bntum im Sl'atedjilnmluntetridjt mit !Jlcdjt fa: QSott ljat bie !Belt 
gelie&t; jcbct '-llenfdj gcljod aut t!Bclt, au bet @efamtljcit bet !ncnfdjen 
in bicfcm Sinn: alfo Ijnt @ott jcbcn !nenfdjen gcticlit. £>bet: QSott bet 
!Oater ift @ott, GSott bet Soljn ift Watt, QSott bet (>cifige Qlcift ift QSott, 
unb a1unt nlB unterfdjicblidjc tJctfoncn; Watt abet ift cinig: alfo ift bet 
bteicinigc @ott in bet Sdjtift gcoffcnbnd. £>bet: ,.5taufet anc !Boller"; 
bic .ftinbct geljoren 311 bcn !Boifctn: alfo fallen bic .ftinbct getauff 
lDctbcn. !Cnberetj citl gilt nbet nidjt: Glatt ljnt gcluifjc 1Dlcnjdjcn aum 
WiaufJcn unb aur Scligfcit crluiiljlt, nlf o ljnt et bic anbem aut ctDigen 
Sctbammnil erluiiljlt. S>icfct Ceidjlufs ift fcljon an unb filt fidj nicljt 
ridjtig, unb fetnct ift au beadjtcn, bafs bie Ceidjrift cine anbetc Qltl(iitung 
gi{Jt unb cin anbctcl !)lament namljaft madjt. 

Cfnblidj folltc nodj nufmcdjam gemadjt lucrbcn auf Wulfagcn ban 
1!cutcn, 311111 5tciI nudj @Iiiubigcn, bie in cinct ge1uiff cn ljijtorlfdjen 
Giituation f8cmcdungcn mndjcn abet fidj illict cine Ceindj[age bct'6tcitcn, 
oljnc ba{J bn'6ci bcl (><Srtn !Jlunb burdj fie tebct. <5o[dje W11lf1>tacljcn 
ljalicn nut infofetn !Bed all f8caugljte1Ien, all fie iljtetfcitl mit !lat 
geoffcnbaden 6djtifttualjtljeitcn ilfJeteinftimmen. WnbetnfalII gcljoten 
fie in bic !Jlubti! bet ljiftotif djcn 5tatf adjen. 

WIie biefc tJun!tc ftimmcn fein mit bet onologia fidei, bie bie 
<eidjriftlcljrc f cl&ft 311111 Wulbrm! bringt. 9mct fie miiff en immct tuiebet 
in licauo auf iljtcn !Bed gc1>tiift IUctbcn, bnmit lDit !Cat untetfdjciben 
31Difcljcn nbf oluten 1111b tciatibcn f8ctueifcn f 01uic atuifdjcn f8cif1>iclcn, bic 
illuftrlcten unb bcmonftrietcn, unb Wnga(Jcn bet Ceicfjriff, bic Icbigtidj 
ljiftorlfcfje statf adjen entljalten, oljne ba(s fie in itgenbcinct t!Bcif e cine 
i?eljte badcgen. S>abei IJ(eilit bet llttti!eI ban bet ~fl>itation be~ 
ecfjtift unbctf cljd ftcljen unb bal !Bott ,. m3 a J a fJ u au b n g e • 
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f clj tic r, c n i ft, bal i~ uni aut .Sqrc gcf .. eflen• ~ fdnc bOlle 
CIJeltung. 

!Bir frngen nun lueitcr: !Bie finben bicfc QJrunbfii~ iljre tin" 
hJenbuno nuf bie 6cljriftleljrc IJom ltnionilhn11U - SI)ie trnttuort ift, ba5 
faft nire Glruppen, luie ofJen angcgcben, au 91ntc gcaogcn mcrbcn milffen, 
n,cnn bic @idjrift l>oil 1mb gnna 311r @clhmg !om men foil. IBh: ljaflen 
cinmat !fore 6djriftftcllen, bie ex profcsso, mit biirun, unmi51Jctftiinb" 
licljcn fmortcn, nidjt 1111r bcn groC,ercn EitJnfrcfii:'1111111, fonbcm aud) ben 
IJerljiiltnii:'lmiibio fcincrcn ltnionii.!nmfl, jcbe @InubcnB• unb fRdigionl• 
mcngcrei, ffnr l>erlucrfcn. CSine unbefnngcne, 1Jor11dcillfrcie alicgcfe 
IJon 91iim. 16, 17.18 fmm nur crgcben, lunB in bicfcm f8anbc (6. 418 ff.) 
bcreitl bnrgclcgt luorbcn ift. SDn311 fonnnen nber nodj bie IJic[cn anbem 
Eitcircn, in benen bet ~ C!:rr bcncn, bie trcu bci jcincn 2Boden &[ci&en, 
bcn bircftcn, 1mmifibc1:fliinbricljen tBcfclj[ gi6t, mit fn[fcljen i!qrcm un• 
IJcrtuorrcn au fJTci6cn : Rllntf(j. 7, 15 ( .. 6 e lj ct c 11 clj l> oi: bot bcn fa[• 
f cljcn ~ropljctcn, bic in 6 cljnji:'lfCcibern au ruclj fommen "); Wat. 5, 9 
(.,<!:in luenig <Snuedeig l>erjiiucrt bcn onn3en ~ eig"); 1 :tim. 8, 20 
(., Bn e i be bic ungeijtridjcn, Tojcn GJejcljluiit,e unb baB Qlc3iinfc bet 
fa[jcljlieriiljnden ~ nnjt, lucTdjc ctridjc l>orgcbcn unb fclj[cn bcB GI [au" 
r, c n I "); 2 :tim. 3 , 16. 18 ( .. ~ca nnocif!Ticljcn, fofcn @cfcljluiit,el 
c n ti clj I a o c bi clj, ..• lucTdjc bet !Bnljrljcit gcfclj[ct lja6cn 1111b faoen, 
bie !Cufcrftcljung fci jcljon gcjdjcljcn, unb ljn6cn ct H dj c r @Ia II r, c n 
IJcdcljrct"); :tit. 8,10. 11 ( .. C!:incn fc t, crifcljcn ~lcnfcljen 
m c i b c , lucnn er cinmaT unb afJcrmnt crmnljnct ift, 1111b luiff c, bab ein 
f oicljcr l>cdcljut ijt 1111b filnbigct, n[B bet ficlj j cICJjt l>crudciict ljat•) i 
2 ~olj. 10, 11 (.,60 jcmnnb au cudj fonnnt unb liringct bicfc i!cljrc nid)t, 
ben n c lj III ct n i clj t a u ~nu j c unb griifict i(jn nudj nicljt. S)enn 
hJci: iljn gril[ict, bcr macljt fidj tciI'fjnjtio fcincr bofcn fmcdc"). <!line ge" 
nauc fBctracljhmo unb ltnterf ucljuno bicf er Eitcllcn crgilit, bah @ott IJon 
aircn trcuen f8dcnncm f cinet IJoilcn !Bnljrljcit crtuadct, bob fie f oT~. bie 
bon bet !Baljrljcit aligcn,icljen finb obcr bic .Siigc bcrtrcten, mcibcn. Unb 
mit mcrbcn f cljcn, bnu ficlj bieB nicljt 1111r nnf bic groben i!cugner bon 
WrunbhJaljrljcitcn bcr <Scljrift bcaicljt, jonbcm nuf nlle, bic nclicn bet 
i!cljre unb gcgcn bic i!cljrc, bic <Bott burclj f cine ~ropljetcn unb WpofteI 
gegelien ljat, ~ rrtilmcr cinjilljrcn unb IJcrtrctcn, luie bal f cljon QJaI. 5, 9 
gcfagt ift. 

iBit Ijalien fcrncr bciiaujigc \ll'111Sjagc11, babon cine WnaaljI, bie in 
ljiftorifdjc !Jlittciiungen mitcingejiodjtcn jinb, bic 6tcirung bel ,Oalrm 
abet !lat badcgcn. ,Oicrau fiinncn IUit cflun rcdjncn 1 nor. 10, 20. 21, 
mo befonberl bic !lnmcnbuno bci 311crft angcgebencn @runbfabel bon 
IBidjtig!eit ift: .. ~ljr !iinnt nidjt auoTcidj trinfen bcl ,O<!:ttn Skl'dj unb 
ber :teufcI .fteiclj; iljr !iinnt nicljt augieiclj tcilljnftig f ein bel ,Ol!rm 
:tif djel unb bet :teufet :tif cljel." iBeaicljt fidj bicf e Stelle auclj auniidjft 
auf gi:oben obei: feincn 6t)n!retilmul, f o ift bal tprinaip bodj !Iar unb 
ndjtig angellJcmbt; bcnn el bctont bal !Ricljtgcmeinfclja~ljalien, mo !eine 
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einig!eit ift. ~n gana iiljnlidjct IIBeif c mid, bie Unbcrein&adeit bet 
gotttidjcn IBaljdjeit mit bet .eilgc in irgmbcinct l}otm ban f!Iial &ctont 
in bet &e!anntcn eitellc: ,,IBic Iange Ijin!et iljt auf &eibcn C5eiten¥ 3ft 
bet ,Of!tt Watt, fo luanbcit iljm naclj; ift'I abet tBaaI, fo tuanbeit iljm 
naclj", 1 fton. 18, 21. ~n bicfcm 8ufanm1cnljano tucifcn tuit a'6ct audj 
Ijin auf bctfcljicbcnc Ijiftotif djc ,rnga'6cn ffltcn unb !Jlcucn 5tcftamcntl, 
bic an3cigcn, luic fidj !propljctcn, WpofteI unb anbcrc @Iiiu'6igc bcm ~tr" 
tum unb bcn faljdjcn .Scljrcrn gcgcnii'6ct ucrljaltcn lja'6cn, unb amat 
offcnbnt mit oottlidjct &pprormtion. :So luirb uni £Jci bcm gcmcin" 
fcljnftlidjen lJclbauo gcgen bic !1Jloa'6itet lion l!rija '6eticljtct, bais ct 
~ornm, bcm .filonigc ~lracll, bcn RJejdjcib gab: .. '60 lualjt bet ~ert 
8dmotlj IclJct, llot bcm iclj ftcljc, lucnn iclj nidjt ~of apljat, bcn .\lonig 
~11bal, anfiiljc, idj luoutc bidj nidjt anf cljcn nodj adj ten", 2 fton. S, 14. 
ltnb bet @mnb bafiit fin bet fidj in ben ctftcn !llctf en bi:B .filnpitcll, 1110 

lion ~ oram gcjagt luirb, bah ct ,.tat, lunB bcm ~<Sttn iibct gcjicl; ... ct 
fJiicb ljnngen nn bcn e:iiinbcn ·cro6cnml, bi:B @ioljnl 9lcbntl, bet ~tact 
fiinbigcn mndjtc". llnb im 9lcucn Stcftnmcnt crjnljtcn luit, bah, l'Diilj"' 
rcnb bic @cmcinbc an crujnlcm, luic bic nnbcrn ctjtcn djtiftlidjen We" 
mcinbcn, ,.in bet GJcmcinfdjaft" blicb, &i,ojt. 2, 42, unb ,.bic .!Jlcngc bet 
OJliinbigcn c in ,t;cra unb c inc @icclc" lune, ,rpojt. 4, 82, bet ~i,ojtcl 
$auln6 nllc 9lcligion6111cngctci mit joldjcn, bic fidj bet apojtolija,cn 
.Scljrc cntgcgcngcj cvt ljattcn, mit oroscm unb ojfcntatillcm !Jladjbtucf 
micb, trpojt. 18, 0. 7 (.,s:>n fie n6ct 1uibcrjtrcbtcn unb Iiiftcthm, fdjiittelte 
ct bic ~lcibct auB ... unb mndjtc jiclj lion banncn unb fam in bal Oanl 
cinel mit Dlnmcn ~ ujt, bet gottci fiirdjtig lunt"); Wpojt. 19, 9 (.,S)a 
abet ctlidje llcrjtoclt luarcn unb nicljt glnubtcn unb ii&cl rcbcten lion bent 
!Begc bot bee !Ulcngc, luidj cc lion iljmm unb jonbcdc ab bic ~iinget"). 
S>iefc ~r&jonbctung bet lunljtcn @Iiiubigcn, bee tcdjtcn ~iingct, betct, 
bic in aircn @itiiclcn fcftljicltcn nn bet bollcn !Baljtljcit bcl !Bodcl bcl 
~Cfrrn, fin bet fidj gana !onj cquent unb butdj bic man! in bet ganacn 
6cljtijt. Exempla illustraDt, DOD prohaDt; nfJct cl ruiirc offen&at bem 
Wcift bet e:idjcift auruibct, lucnn man Ijict lion fJTo{scn Ijiftotif a,en Vln" 
gafJen tcben luol!tc, bic file uni ?cine !Bcifuno cntljaltcn. i>ec ¥Q,oftet 
fa,rcirit mit !Ucbacljt: Goa ytie :reoayed,pfJ, at, -ri1• t'jµniea• cJ,aaoxaUa• 
,ea,p,,, 91om. 15, 4. 

Cfnbtidj lucij en luit nodj bntauf ljin, bafl bet llnionilmul f djon 
babutdj bctudcirt IUitb, bafs nadj bcn !Jtegcln bel gcluoljnlicljen menf dj" 
lidjen Slcn!enl bicl foTgt: !Benn 6.Sott nut unb gana allcin bic !Baljt" 
1jdt in fcine~ SHtdjc gcptcbigt l'Diffcn l'DilI, fo bertuitft ct batnit bie .Silgc, 
unb a1uat in jegiidjct 6.ScftnTt unb in allcn 6.Sraben. !!Bit maa,cn Ijiet 
llliebcmm aufmedjmn auf 6.SaT. 5, 9, a&et audj nuf bie foTgenben eitcI" 
Im: ~olj. 8, 81. 82 (.,eio i1jt &Icwcn l'Detbct an m c inc t Dh be, fo 
feib iljt meine tca,tcn ~ilnget unb l'Dctbct bie !Baljtljcit cdcnnen, unb 
bie iBaljtljcit l'Ditb cudj fteimacljen"); 3olj.17, 17. 20. 21 (,,,Ociiige fie 
in beinct &aljrljeit; b c in mo tt i ft b ie 1B a lj t Ij e it. . . . ~dj 
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6iffe aJ;cz: nfdjt a Urine filz: fie, f onbcm audj filz: bic, f o bu z: dj i, z: 
IBoz:t anmidjgfauJ;cntucrbcn, auf bah fie aUc cincl fchn, 
gTcfdjtuic bu, !Batez:, in miz: unb idj in biz:•); 1 .ffoz:. 1, 10b (,.,Oaitet fc~ 
ancinnnbcr in c in c m Sinnc unb in cincrTci !Rcinung•); 1 :tint. 
4, 16 (,.OaJ; ndjt nuf bidj fcTbft unb auf bie .t!cljrc; J; c 1j a z:z: c in bicfm 
Stilcfcn"); 2 stim. 1, 18 ( .. On U n n bcm !BorJ;ilbc bcz: ljeilfamen 
!!Bortc, bic bu uon mir gcljod ljnft, uom @TnufJcn 1111b uon bet .t!iek in 
<tl;rifto ~<!fu•); stit. 2, 1. 7 (,.S>u nfJcr rcbc, luic ficlj'I aicmct nadj bez: 
ljcirfmncn .t!cljrc. . . . WllcnljnTC,cn nfJcr ftcllc bidj f croft aum IBor&ilbe 
gutcr mJcrfc mit ll 11 b Ct f ii ff dj t Ct l! C lj t C , mit mljr&adeit") i 
1 ,Petr. 4, 11 (,.<So jcmnnb rcbct, bn[J cr'I rcbc n U W o tt cl 1B o rt", 
~ Joy,11 1',oo). CfB fmm fcin 8tucifcT f cin: bet gnnac <i5fo4,ul bet 
C5djrijt, nudj n(Jgcjcljcn bon bcn ffnrcn mcrbotcn bcB .\}Cfrrn, tidjtet fidj 
gcgcn jcbc ¥£rt uon 9lcfigionlmcngcrl'i, nudj bet fcinftcn Wrt. S>cr ,O&t 
tum in f cincr stirdjc nidjt llnlunljrljcit unb l!iigc ncbcn bet !Bn1jr1jcit buT• 
bcn, unb er uerfnngt uou nllcn treucn !Bcfcnnern f ciuc.S !Bartel, bab fie 
mit bemjcTbcn ljeiligcn Cfmjt fidj uon nlien f ofdjen trennen, bie fcin !!Bort 
auclj mar im geringjten fiiTfdjcn. Cf3 ift iljm in bief ct <Sndjc 1ua1jr1jaftig 
fcin C5djcta, ba. jcbe ~f(Jlucidjung uon bet 9lidjtjdjnut gottridjct l!cljre ni"t 
nur an unb fiir fidj cine 6djanbnno f cinet m!nljtljnftigfcit ift, fonbern 
nudj bic ~trcnbcn in bcn ~morunb bet ~ollc au fto[Jcn ucrmng. 

!Bir frngcn nun lucitcr: mloljct to111111t cl , bn[J bet ltnioniBmul ge" 
rnbc in unfcrn 5tngcn f o gro[Jc (yottfdjrittc mndjt '? mcam cl ift nidjt au 
Tcugncn, bnb bet unionijtijdjc G.lcijt fidj nidjt mat in bcn rcformicrtcn 
<Scftcn fJrcihnndjt, j onbcrn nudj in bet $tirdjc, bie l!utljcrl jlamcn triigt, 
CfiiftcnafJcrcdjtigung fJcnnfl,Jrudjt. S>ct Onui,tgrunb filt bicf c <!rf•i" 
nung Iicgt oljnc ,8tucijcI in bcm :re@ro1• 111d /60, , bnb mnn bi c u n f i dj t• 
bax:c unb bie ficljtbntc stirdje mitcinnnbet uerquicft 
u n b f i e i b c n ti f i'a i c t t , nnftntt fie uoncinnnbet au f •iben. 
Stcllcn luie '\)Olj. 17, 21, bie fortluiiljrenb im ntcrcffe bcl llnionilmul 
aulgcfJcutct lucrbcn, ljnnbcfn jn gnt nidjt uon bet iiubctcn !OcrfJinbung 
!irdjiicljcr @cf cllf cljnftcn, jonbcrn uon bet unn snncto, bcrcn Wliebct nm: 
GJott fJcfannt finb. ltnb nudj in C!:µlj. 4, 1uo bie S>ntjtcllung afl ffolie 
filr .Suftiinbe in bet iiubcren ~ljtiftcnljcit bicnt, ift bet eigcntliclje GJc,. 
bantc bic tBcf cljteibung bet uno. snncto. <!!I ift 5t'ntf ndje, bnh allc GJiicber 
bet lualjren djtiftricljen Stircljc, luo fie fidj nudj licfinbcn, in bcm O<!rrn 
bcrbunbcn, in bcm OCStrn cini finb. S>nijct ftcigcn nmfj iljtc llnterunf et 
unb ale iljrc anbcm GJcfJctc nTB i04>fer iljrct i!i4>4>cn aum stljron iljrel 
ljimmiif cljen !Untctl. mlo nbcr bet OG:tt uon 8uftiinbcn unb !Berljal• 
tunglmnbtcgcTn in bet auucrcn C!:ljriftcnljcit rcbct, ba tucift Ct allcl au­
f ammcngeljcn in gottcibicnftricljct unb firdjlidjer Wwcit nfJ. GJana a&• 
gef eljcn baljer babon, bah tuir <Bticbct nnbcrcr ffirdjcngcmcinf djaften fiir 
tualju <tl;riften unb ftinbct GJottcl ljnrtcn fonncn unb f ollon, miilfen IVit 
iljnen bl>d1 bic Aitcljcngcmcinfdjnft bccucigern, foTnnge fie im 3utum 
J;efangen finb unb ficlj nicljt babon Tolaumacljen bcrmogen. 
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,Oierau fommt nf>er nodj cin 11>eiterel !Roment, namii4 bal b e I 
SIDeifcU unb bcr llngctuifsljett. !Ran ift bieifaclj in feinet 
2eljrftellung nidjt mcljt fidjct gcnug. !Ran mcint, cl f ei anmafsenb, 
IDmn cine ffirdjcngcmcinf djaft, rcfp. bic Iut~rlfdje ftirdjc obcr !Riff ourl, 
6e~ua,tct, fie Icljrc unb IJclcnnc bic bollc 51Baljrljcit. !JZan tcbd ban 
2eljr• unb mcrc1111tniBa1ua110. Bnan finbct cl gcfcbiidj, auf rcinc i!cljre 
a>ocl)en a!1 luoUcn. ~ nrmn 1um man Iicf>ct ftiDf djlucigcn unb bic 6adjc 
ljingcljcn lnffcn, 11111 fidj fcinc '8lof3c 311 gcbcn. IDon cinct foldjcn 6teI• 
lung urtctlt i!utljct: .. ~in l?cljrct, bet au bcn ~tdilmctn ftillc fdjlueigt 
unb IDill glcidjluoljl cin rcdjtcr l?eljrct f cin, bet ijt iirgct benn cin offcnt• 
Iidjct 6dj1uiirmet uub tut mit jcinct ~cudjclci groucrcn 6djaben bcnn 
cin ftcbcr, unb iijm ift nidjt 311 bcdraucn . • . ; ct Iicgt cntlucbet mit 
bcn l}cinben untet e in c r S)ccfc abet ift c in S ID c if I er u n b 
1B in b f n 1j c r unb luiU jcljcn , 1uo cl ljinauBluoac, ob C£1jtijtul obcr bet 
steufrl olJjicocn 1ucrbc; abet ct ijt o n n a u n b o a r r, ci f i dj f eI r, ~ 
u n g c ID i B unb nidjt luiirbig, bniJ er cin <5djiiTcr, IDi'll gcf djtueigen cin 
i?eljrct ljciiJcn f ol(c, nnb luil! nicmnnb craiirncn nodj Ciljrijto fcin !Bart 
rebcn nodj bcm cnfcl nnb bet !Bert 1ucljc tun." (GJcfpriidj mit D. GJcorg 
.!!Jlajor. XVII, 11 0.) 

' nan fommt nm: dll oft cine jltiiflidjc %1 n b if f c r c n a in l?cljt• 
frngcn, bic fic{j iillct l?cljtbiffctc113c11 mit 6tilljdj1ueigcn ljintucgfcl,t. !JZan 
mcint ojt bic fpi.ilfifdjc o·rnoc cincB ~mntua ,.!BnB ijt !BnljtljciU" luiebet 
au ljorcn. IDlnmijc bet gelJtiiudjlidjcn ll!ulh:cben ljnf>cn bnlJci cincn f o 
betfiinglidjcn 6 djrin, bn[J fellJjt f oldje, bic filt iljtc ~ crf on ticljtig fteljcn, 
fidj bnburc(J blcnbcn Iniicn. ~a ijt fcljt ocfiiljrlidj, 1ucm1 man bic GJegcn• 
rcbc gcrtcn Iii[Jt: ,, , ct , ifjcrcnaimntt lJcriiljrt fcinc fjnnbamentallcljre." 
~I ift aUcrbing cin ltntcrjdjicb IJctrcffl joldjet i!e'fjrcn, bercn l?cugnung 
oljnc IUcifcrc bon bet djrijtric(Jcn Stirdjc nul fdjlicfJt, unb f oldjct, bie un• 
6efdjabct bet ~ nnptftiicfc djtiftlidjet i!eljre unf>etont f>Ieiben fonnen; 
abet !cine in bet 6djrif t gcoffcnlJadc mla'fjr'fjeit barf gcicugnet abet all 
inbiffcrent bnrgeftcllt lucrbcn. Wtabe bet 1B i dj ti g ! c i t !onnen tuit 
in bcr <5cljrift nnnc'fjmcn, abet nicljt GJrabe bet !B a lj t lj e it. !iDie 
Wui fagc ,.Sic ift nidJt fircljentrcnncnb" barf nie ban cinci: l?eljre, bie 
ciner in bet 6 djtift Unt gcoffcnf>adcn !Baljtljcit IDiberfpticljt, gebraudjt 
h>erben. ~ic gi.ittlidjc !Bnljrljcit ift cine l!:inljeit, unb bief e (Ei~dt 
barf nidjt nadj menf djlidjcm Wutbiin!cn geftod abet acrtiff en tuerben. 
~ebc WCJtueidjung ban einem !Cann Wotte11uott abet ban irgcnbeinet 
edjrtftleljrc, bic fidj nndj bcn ofJcn angcgef>cncn Wrunbf iiben f>etueif en 
lout, ift fca,nratiftifdj. ,,l!:in IDcnig 6auedeig betfaucrt bcn gan• 
am steig." 

i>ie Ict,tgenanntc ~ atfacljc ijt ban oana f,ef onberet RJebeutung, 
nmnliclj bafJ jcbc ffl>IDcicljung ban bet IJlicljtf cljnur beJ gottii4en !Bartel 
bic IEinigfeit im GJcif t gcfiiljrbct unb ebcntuelI aerftod. Jlicljt bicjenigm 
tragcn bann bic <5djulb an bet 8ertrennung unb bcm frrgcrnil, bic an 
bet boll en !Bn'fjr~cit bcl 51Bortcl QJottcl feft'fjalten, f onbern bieimigen, 

8

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 4 [1933], Art. 123

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol4/iss1/123



918 acctte !IBrrtung unb '1rr111ertung bfl 6~rlftaeugnlffrl gegen UalOlltlmd, 

bie ficlj bnbon abhJcnbcn. Unf ere ,fiicljt ift, uni uncntmegt an ble 
<Scljrift au ljnrtcn 11nb bic ffonf equcnacn bcm ,O<Srtn bet ffitcfje au 
ilbcriaff c11. 

!Bcicljc !llcrljnrtunglma{3rcgcin briingcn ficlj uni auf CMmnb biefet 
ganacn S>nriconng nuf? !Bcidjc i!Baljtljcitcn miiff cn luit im V[uge fie• 
ljartcn, hlc1m luit in gott1uoljigcfii1Iigct !Seif c 1111fcrc tpfiicljt in bicfen 
ltagcn bcl iibctljanbncljmcnbcn ltnionilnml rcdjt tun 1uo1Icn'l !Bit 
lucijcn ljin auf foiocnbc tpuntte. 

s:lal !Bod bcl <Suangciiuml ift f cinct B"latut nadj cin !Hort bel 
ffticbenl. CSB bcdiinbigt bcn ijricbcn, bet f djon hn ffltcn lteftament 
llcrljci{3cn luar, bet auf mctljicljcml lJfurcn ban CSngcinnmb befungm 
luurbc, bcn bet aufctftanbcnc ~ciianb in f cincm iOftcrgrufs auf fcine 
~ilnoct Icgte. Blidjt mat ijt bet ffricbc mit G.Jott luicbcrljcrgcftellt, f on• 
bcrn cl ift f ogar bet .8111111 31uijcljcn '\Suben unb Ocibcn abgcbrocljm. !>al 
ift bet ffricbc, bet tatfiidjiidj in bet unn annctn ljcrrf djt. 311 bet un­
ficljtf;arcn ffirdjc oi6t cl fcinc 9lclioionl mcnocrci, 1uic cl fcinc i!eljrftrei­
tigtcitcn oi6t. fflfc 1ualjrcn G.Jliiubigcn finb in <tljrifto ~<Sf 11 c in ,Oei:a 
unb einc <Sccic unb untcrluctfcn jidj fcincm !Bode oljnc jcgTidjc .ftlaufeI 
unb mcbingung. 

S>arum finb nudj nrrc @ficbct bet unn 1.mnctu in 1ualjrct <Sinig!cit 
bel @ciftel mitcinanbct bcrimnbcn. ljt @cift, <Sinn, ~era unb @cmilt 
ift gnna 11nb ont auf bcn ~<!:ttn unb f cin !Bod gctidjtct, unb fie alle 
Iobcn mit Ci II C Ill G.Jcift @oft unb bcn !Uni ct unf crl ~mrrn ~csru 
(tljrifti. 

S>icf c CSinio!cit bcl @ciftcl luilI bet ~CStt nudj in bcr iiufscren 
~ljtijtcnljcit, in bet Stircljcngcmcinfdjnft, bic fidj nnclj f cincm 9lamen 
ncnnt, angcluanbt luijjcn. <St luilf, baiJ nllc lunljtcn OJiiiu'6igcn amfj 
cinctici !Rebe fiiljrcn, niimlidj bic f cincl ocojfcnlJadcn f.!Bortcl, bafs fie 
audj in iljrcm !Bctcnnfnil unb in bet i!cljrc nrrc1 ljnrtcn, 1ual er uni 
6cfoljicn ljat. 

S>icfc mcbinouno ift f o jtnd, bafs bctf cfbc ~riftul, bet unfcr 
8ricbcfilrft ift, ban fidj jclbct faot, bnfi ct nidjt gclommcn fci, ffricbcn 
311 6ringcn, fonbcrn bnl <Sdjlucrt, IDlattlj. 10, 84. s:>ca BJlcnfdjcn ffeinbe, 
n,ridjt ct, luctbcn feinc cigcm:n ~auBgcnoif cn f cin. 1Jlidjt nut bet ,Oci• 
Ianb j cT6ct unb ba!S CSbangctimn an 11nb fiit fidj finb gcf ct,t au 8cidjcn, 
bcncn IDibctfptodjcn luitb, f onbctn nudj bic bctf djicbcncn !Baljtljcitcn, 
IDie ct fie in bet <Scljrijt gcojfcnl'>nd ljnt. CSt luilI bcn g n n a c n !Rat 
Wottel 6c1nnnt unb bcdilnbigt ljal>cn, unb ct bcrurtcilt jcbc ffl>IDcidjung 
lion bet 9lidjtf cljnut bicf cB !Bodcl . 

S'.>ic CSinigtcit bcl QJciftcB IDirb bcmnaclj 3ctftod burclj alic bic­
jenigen, bic in irgcnbcincm tpunttc lion bet !Baljrljcit bcl !Bodcl QJotfcl 
cwgeljcn. S>ic <Scljrift cr!cnnt 6 clj ID a clj c an, luamt abet f djon bot 
ozlopa-ra unb nimmt bann cine gana unalDcibcutigc 6tc1Iung mit !8qug 
auf jebe fflilDcicljung ban jcbem ,1111tt bet !Baljtljeit cin. 

De ftircljentotPet (6l)noben uflu.), bic bie bolie !Baljrljeit Ieljten 
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unb beth:eten, f oIIen nadj QJottd f!BiUen feberaeit flereit f ein aur !Ber" 
anlluortung jcbcrmann, bcr QSrunb f orbert bet ,Ooffnung, bic in i~en 
ift, aflet audj baau, mit aIIm auf ammcnaunt&eitcn, bie tuidlidj mit ~nm 
in QJfauf>cnlcinig!cit fteljm. 

ffllc bicjenigen (ftitdjengcmcinfdjaften unb einaelne), bie in irgenb" 
einem ipunltc bon bee m a lj t lj c i t bcl IBoetcl QSottcl (bon iegenb" 
einet !Cat ocoffen'6actcn i!cljte) n&h>eidjen, !onnen nidjt all QJiauflenl" 
&riibee angef cljcn tueeben. <Solange fie nodj bet IBeleljtuno auoangtidj 
finb 11nb iljee falf d'Je <5teIIuno nidjt offentridj Ieljren unb betflteitm, 
lja&cn tuie QJcbulb anautuenben; a'6et bicl ilulben batf nie auf IBct" 
Icugnen bee !ZBaljeljcit ljinauilaufen. 

!Benn bie nblueidjcnbe <5tcIIuno ttob gcgenteitigce <!rmaljnung 6e• 
'°uptet tuirb, biitfcn luit mit f oldjcn, bie fidj befjcn f djulbig madjen, in 
feincr !Seif e auf !irdjlidjem QJe&iet aufammcnar&eitcn (ffltat• unb 
.ffanaclgcmcinf djaft) nodj itgcnbtucldjc gottclbicnftiidjc <Bcmcinf dja~ mit 
iijnen 4>ffcgcn. tJJ. <!. Sh c Q man n. 

Reflections on the Status of Our Preaching. 

2. 
The Alarming Symptoms, Regarded by Some as Evidences 

of a Decline. 
Among tJ10 eighty brethren who replied to tho questionnaire sub­

mitted in tho lost i uo of thia journal sixty-five went on record aa 
being deeply concerned about tho preaching that ia being done in our 
Synod at tho present time. They claim to have observed certain 
definite symptoms wl1ich must be regarded either oa positive evidences 
of decline or os a handwriting on tho wall waming ua that a decline 
is bound to come unlesa we give more attention •to tho preparation 
and tho delivery of our sermona. Tho following paragraphs present 
a number of tho most interesting statements received on this point. 

ln R egard to t1ie iltf.itude of the Preac1l8r. 

One of our most experienced men writes : -
"I regard ns o. symptom of decline tho lack of rcnl interest in tho 

question of porsonol fitness, self-examination, comparison with others. 
This Incle, I nm inclined to think, is duo largely to a certain solf­
satisfoction. . . . Another symptom I find is a lack of real professional 
interest in ministerial conferences and in the greater work nnd pos• 
sibilit ies of tho Church. This lock entails a lack of adjusting contacts, 
so much needed by so many of our men. Another lock that I think 
I discem is a lack of professional ambition. By ambition I mean 
nothing else thon what Walther meant by it when ho said: 'Di, Be-
1c1&eidenheil im Zi4Z id eine ai,enrllic'lwt BucheiMnheit.'" 
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