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Introduction

The word x-tlrns,under consideration in this thesis)holdn a
Peouliar prestige in Lutheran theology. Our Lutheran Church is dis-
tinetly proud when it unfurls the bamner of salvevion by grece alone,
and thereby distinguishes itself from all heterodox and unchristian
hdioa which corrupt this dootrine teught by xd/f 15 in Seripture
end especielly clarified in the Pauline Epistles. "The article of
saving grace hes made the Lutheran Church. The Lutherean Church,
teaching this article, possesses the apostolic purity of doetrine.
And this constitutes the glory of our church, that she, by tho grace
of God, faithfully teaches this article and jealously guards it a-
geinst all perversions."l It is our intention then, through exam-
instion of the various passages in whioh x*”f"-‘ oceurs, to see and

show how this word is used and what it implies.?

Development of Meaning

One must not consider the use of Xd’ Pis in the New Testament
as identicel with the use of it in the Septuagint, where it is usuel-
ly found as a translation of the Hebrew } Nn.,% 7o be sure, these
words are very similar in meening. They denote “cherm, loveliness,
favor, grace", but ] [T does not inoclude the full idea of salvation®

I
as does Kd,‘o [ P It is not a specifically biblical term as inxd( 5 .

l‘claaa Notes on Saving Grace", #41, Th. Engelder, D.D.

zVorba.l inspiration of the Pauline Epistles is takem for granted,
SGen. 6,8; Judges 6,17.

4npber ] T bezeichnet nicht wie das neutestamentliche xdlf (5 etwas

der goettlichen Heilsoekonomie Angehoeriges." - Biblisches Theologisches

Woerterbuch der Neutestamentlichen Graeoitaet, Herm. Cremer.

B 00— ——— o e e .



The Hebrew word 7 'D /'l would really express the idea of x-’l‘a 15 better
m than 7 m, but 7 'Df?' is usually translated &' Los,

But the term £"/f€o_s is not as rich as Zdir“.s since it stresses
more the merciful attitude of God over ageinst the 1lls and evils of
the world and does not as finely bring out God's gracious relation
to us es sinners.l! Just in this point the word x;‘auj shows its full
meaning which dare not be negleocted. That clearly points out the
willing, liberal nature of God, He wants to forgive; He wants to par-
don; His Lth; is so abounding. H:lsxq/fnj is poured out upon man who
is opposing God. Men is a transgressor doing what God does not wamt
him to do, yet Xd’,us abounds.

x"'f-'_s is a word, the meaning of which wes really enriched by
its specific use in the New Testement and especially in the Pauline
Epistles. We cannot say that this New Testament meaning is really
foreign to the connotetion it had in profane Greek. But its deeper
meanings are brought out, which changed the entire aspeot of the word,
80 that, as Cremer states, one might be inclined to observe that xdlf S
waited for the Christian religion to arrive in order to shew its full
meening end the full scope of its implications. (His words: "So dess
man fast sagen moochte, dasselbe habe auf das Christentum gewartet,
um eine seinem eigehtliohen Sinne vollkommen entsprechende Verwerthung,
8+%.8. einen angemessenen Wirkungskreis zu finden,")2 This idea of
grece, condescension, undeserved kindness had no form of expression
in profane Greek and was perhaps not even known to it. It is safe to
assume that this basic Christian idea was entirely lacking in the pagan
Greek mind., They could imagine no such oonditions. Their gods had te

be appeased, favored, and pampered.

M lrmis will be brought out later in the paper, when the apostolic sal-

utations are discussed.

“Biblisches Theologisches Woerterbuch der Neutestementlichen Graecitaec,

Herm. Cremer.



Grammatical Form

/
The word xdf’r,s is remotely derived from the stem x « -’( e:1v 3 "o

]
rejoice, be glad". This verb has a second aorist form £ x<f%* . In

& broader sense it means ™to be well, to thrive", and is used in ;lettors

a8 the salutation. The more direct verb also derived from this stem
is yap "3 °p %t 3 ™o do something pleasant or agreeable". This verb
is found often in Greek from the time of Homer down.

X"-’( 'S has two forms for the accusative: x-(’(i v and the rarer
form X"( IT<, which is poetic. This latter form occurs in Aots! and
in Jude®. The form x-l-’r' v is often used absolutely and has gained
the meening “in favor of, for the pleasure of"; xdff"’ Enro poss
Then 1like the Latin ablative, gratia, it takes on completely the na-
ture of a preposition and is joined to the genitive, denoting "for, en
account of, for the sake of", vav 77'-((,4 pd'o'euv xtfrw 77]000'1?:’#’;
AOlJOfm/ds x..[raw 5, rovrTov xd"orf : "on this accoumt"®
The sbove is a complete list of passages in which xd}ovf oocurs in
this absolute meaning; end everywhere in the New Testament, except in
1 John 3,12, it is placed after the genitive, as it gemerally is in
profane suthors’. In the 01d Testement Apoorypha it is placed some-

times before, sometimes after.,

le‘ca 24,27,

“ude 4.
5111iad, Homer, 15, 744.

4Gal. 3,19.

51 mm. 5,14.

rit, 1,11; Jude 16; Eph. 3,1; 3,143 Tit. 1,55 Luke 7,47; 1 John 3,12.

"Grumm;r of the Greek New Testament, A.T. Robertson.

11 1l
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However, this 1s not our primary cncern nowjand this has been
mentioned merely for the seke of oompleteness. We wish to study xd’fls
with its various meesnings or fields of memnings!, there are four pri-
mary meanings: a) loveliness, b) good-will, o) benefaction, d) thanks,
In that order they shall be considered and studied.

lfor the sake of completemess we add the following: x‘ff 1S 1is mot
used once in Matthew or Mark. It ocours eight times in Luke, three
times in John (all in the first chapter), seventeen times in Acts,
eight times in Hebrews, two times in Jemes, ten times in 1 Peter,
twice in 2 Peter, once in 2 John, in ¥ John, and in Jude, and twice

in Revelation. This is based on the Moulton and Geden Concordance,



. CHAPTER ONE
General Sense - "Charm", "Lovliness"

Under the term X.{r '..S in its most general semse we understand
properly “that which affords joy, pleasure, delight", which then gives
it the meaning "sweetness, charm, loveliness". It is used thus es=
Pecially in reference to words and speesh and translated "gruoo of
speech or words". The Septuagint uaes it thus: A °U° . ¢T3 e 1'05
TopoV dpis laa y<pi7es 6 pwpds Ex -
6 17’ FovTei 2; "yorbel pleasantries which the foolish affect in
order to ingratiate themselves". It occurs in this general sense in
Homer, 0d. 8, 175, end in Demosthenes, 51, 9; 1419, 16°.

In the New Testament we find it used in Luke 4,22 A 0,)"’ ¢ xd;’"
Tos ¢ "words of grace", where Jesus explains the Isaiah passage
at Nazareth, But here we cannot ascribe merely the meaning of “charm"

”;‘ but must include the Christisn meaning of "grece". Jesus' words may
have charmed the people,but they did more than that; they brought
grace.

Paul uses the word in this general semse twice, as Thayer,
Cremer, and Robinson agree. However, many le:doographers_,ua Abbott-
Smith end Preuschen, feel that one of these pa.ssagensl":t‘a”::a;.lgnifioanoe.
The one passage by universal oconsent using X-t ‘0-5 in this general semse
is Col. 4,6: _o’ Jaaro_s vrowv v roTe év x.(f,,r(_ b,
The Expositors Greek New Testement has this remark concerning it:
"probably 'gracious, pleasant' is the meaning; by the sweetness and
ocourtesy of their oonvelrsa.tion thoy are to imppess favorably the

heathen. Some think Divine grace is meant , but this does not sult

1gsel. 10,12,
2sir. 20,13,

5Quoted by Preuschen-Bauer, Griechisch-Deutsches Woerterbush, col. 1398,




dAd Tt 80 well." Thuse elso the Intermational Critioal Comnmentary.

Jumkson, Feussett and Brown have this remark: “Even the smallest leaf
of the believer should be full of the sap of the Holy Spirit: his con-
vershtion cheerful without levity, serious without gloom." The « A o g
suggests a more general meaning. A Christian is to make his conver-
sation uplifting and bemefioial. Te have a similer use of Y« p 'S
and -’(Illds in Plutarch: Xd’(o;v Tiva Tl‘c{r;d d'Ku/-(’javTes e()./‘/{'b],
Aons a')'a'rrs[a o((Aa‘) ToTS /‘o,ra:_s ch'vJvJu,roud’t Tﬂ}v
f:a-r(o p».,v Cf. also p. 669,A: 17 5-5 TEr oAADV J—vvurg ‘s
X“'f’" g, Td Kl = Jav»,v T Reg T~

n T 1. Thus in giving these various direotions for & respect-
able, profiteble Christian life, raul adds the exhortation to speak
in an uplifting menner.

2 has caused much and variant comment.

The passage in sphesians
It reads in the Greek: (v« Jau x_et(onv Toig «Kovovaiv .
The English trenslations have usually rendered x_d(o v as "grace™:

"minigter grece unto the hearers"S; n

"give grace to the hearers
Tyndale transleted:s "That it may have fevor", and Coverdale: "that it

be gracious to hear™. Luther has: "dass es holdselig sei zu hoerem”,

The Expositors ijeek New Testement, however, adds this remark: * f ' fovar
xal,(il v expresses the idea of doing & kindness to one, and in the

New Testement it has this sense wiih the specific notion of gracious
kindness. .e.. The olasuse gives the Christian object of every speech

or utterance, nsmely, toimpart a blessing to the hearers”, Preuschen-
Bauer says: "Hier ist schwerlich en einen memschlichen Hulderweis zu

denken, sondern an die Uebermittlung goettlichen Gnadembesitzes.™

lplutarch Mor., p. 514, quoted by mxpositors Greek New Testamemt.
n 2Eph, 4,29,

3Authorized Version.

4Flcv:l.sgd Version.
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The Expositors Greek New Testmment, the Intermational Critioal Commentary,

and Stoeckhardt point out that Xd’(l\’ J15dvaits never used in profeane
Greek to express "to show charm" but always "to do a faver". So it
must be taken in that sense here with the Christian idea added vo

and expressed in the favor.n " §; fovar xd}rv in Seripture must
nov be confounded with the seme expressimn in profane Greefwhere it
means ¥to perform an eoct of kindness' in Seripture it signifies 'to
give grace, to camuse grace to be experienced', Eph. 4,23 Rom, 12,63

1 Core 1,43 2 Cor. 6,13 8,1."! Conversation may not be charming to
hear and yet it may ’p(lto v §ifovad :+ "do good to the hearer",

In this most general sense of charm it ocours only omce in
the Pauline Epistles, although other passages as: "singing with grace
in your haa.rts"z, "that ye might have a second benefit"™> have been
construed as indicating expression of charm and loveliness. But we
declare, that although this may be inéluded, it is not the primary
meaning of X'(("S in these passages which will be examined later. We
see, then, thet Paul uses his key word‘xéfns predominantly for the

idea of "favor" and not “charm".

lﬂnstinga, Dictionary of the Bible, Vol. 2, p. 254.

2001, 3,16

32 Cor. 1,15




CHAPTER TWO
Good W1l

Here again Paul uses the word first of all in a very gemeral
sense, but still that is the fundemental meaning, and everywhere else
he makes specific applloation of this general meaning. The meaning
is "good will, lovingkindness, favor in its broadest sense".

M_Jco’ruoc 47’}4.4:3\/ T'v;v Xot’(l\/ :
"begging of us the favor”. The Macedonian Christians esked to be
allowed the privilege or granted the favor of giving for the needy
brethren, Xe(,{o 'S 1s used in this sense in Acts 24,27, where it
states that Felix wanted to show the Jews a favor,and them in Acts
26,5, where the Jews ask a favor. Aside from the interesting gram-
matical meaning of X“’f 15 here, it has a practiwal implication show-
ing that the privilege of giving was oonsidered the bestowal of a

favor upon the giver.

Saving Grace

"The special use, however, of xa(’f:,s in the New Testament
is in reference to the mind of God as manifested towards sinners,
His redemptive mercy, whereby he grants pardon to offemces, and
bids those who have gone astray return and accept His gift of sal-
vation and everlasting life."! 1t is xd,(a is in that sense that has
become the standard of the Lutheran Church. 7(,4,(" ‘S ,or better Ev
X"’(’ 1Tt 1s, as Stoeckhardt sayss "das Shibboleth, Kern und Stern

der lutherischen Kttohe."?2

1Hastinga, Dictionary of the Bible, Vol. 2, P. 254.

2Lehre und Wehre, Vol. 51, p. 99.
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It is interesting to note the different forms in whiech it
ococurs. It is X“JF’S 7ou 0O&ov 1 and then Paul extends the
phrase to; —»7( Xd/(ols r0v B eov ” crw'r‘r]fuos 2,
Then in 2 Tim. 2,1 we have the still fuller explanation 71( xd’f's ”';
£v X("GT; ‘I") 7oV which gives us a ploture of grace as being
manifested in and through Chrkst Jesus. Then we naturally come to
the term ) X""("S Tou xu(,,'ou 47(’,1,43\’ X{o;o"r'a;
a8 it ocours consistently, but often in abbreviated forms, at the
beginning and the end of every ome of the Pauline Epistles. Oocurr-
ing thus in oonnection with the name of God and of Christ, it so
firmly establishes itself as proceeding entirely from God that Panl
at times omits these modifying phrases and lets x-tlf 1¢ stand alone,

without further expla.nation} as for instence: 0( T"i v 75(’ 10 -
/ ol ’ ¢ 4 C o
TgéEidv ’T")TS xo((alrosj v. 20. ‘U'iTg(d é'ﬂ—c(oltfﬂ'éllo—£lf ‘7 xdf)ljl
f \ \
val. OVTw Kk« ‘V{ Xq’l(us ﬁdo':rl;y’r?] 41 ;:K-(:oc’v,vﬁ;

These verses bring out the full meaning of x:f/‘o-"g as in-
volving the rich spontaneous favor of God, Its fundamental chought
is that the benefit conferred is recognized by giver and receiver a-
like as not due; it is thaet to whioh the receiver has no right, which
has not bevn earned, or perhaps deserved, but whioch the giver freely,

out of pure goodness, bestows.
Undeserved

We take up now the thought of 14}9:5 as "kindness which be-

é
stows upon one what he has not deserved". Thus KeaT< xd‘oll’ is

lRam. 5,15; 1 Cor. 15,10; 2 Cor. 6,13 8,13 9,14,
2 pe. 2,11

SRom. 5,17
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oontrasted with k<7< oge /A = pee "Now to him that worketh is vhe
reward not reckoned of grace but of debt."l Paul presents the con-
trast between one whotries to acquire or earn salvation by works and
between him who acoepts his salvation as a gift of grace. If God
were to reward him on the basis of his works, then it would be wages
and not grace. Then we oould not speak of juntifionti@ by grece; v
'X.“/f’ gt X.",{' s exoludes every phase of wages or reward,
1"’P 'S 1s free grace and excludes the idea of any debt on God's
Part, “aus Wohlwollen, gnadenweise"™, "Die Gnade gehoert fuer die
Elenden, Demmetigen, Zerschlagenen, wie Hauamarnn, Cordatus, Philipp-
us und ich,"®

Identical with this but with just one additional feature is
Rom, 4,16: Si1d Tovuro éx W‘t’rr:wg fow meaT= xd;on/ o
Justification by faith is identical with justification by grace,
since that is the distinguishing and individual essence of faith,
that it looks awey entirely from self and rests completely in God's
grece. "Der Glaube erwirbt nicht die Gnade Gottess; der Glaube er-
wirkt nioht die Gnade Gottesy der Glaube macht nicht erst die Gnade
Gottes moeglich; die Gnede Gottes is schon da fuer jeden Menschen.
Der Glaube ist aber die Hand, dadurch du. die Gnade Gottes ....
ennimmst."® That is why Paul says:s "Therefore it is of faith, that

it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all

1R cm. 4,4,

zPl‘eumhen—Buuer, Griechisch-Deutsches Woerterbuoch, eol. 1399,

SLuther, XXII, 434,

4§xnodioal Report, Colorado Distriot, 1924, p. 48.
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the geed.” Faith oclings firmly to the promise, to that what God out
m of grace has promised and gives. "Xd’( 1s on God's part is the correl-

ative of ;r,'a-'r,_; on Man's."l

Unearmed

/ » ? A
In Romans 11,6 X4p's 1s oontrasted with 6fr¢. e Je

14,‘0":"(. OU'H CITL e'f g'krwv c,fe; '\-{ xq’r’:s
0\;KCIT!- Kl:'o:'r-u xd’(ats . This is an expansion of
thf '5 used.in the immediately preceeding verse, where we read:
/HT}A.V,-( X<T 5'1(Aaa~;]v x.(;o;ras T"T‘v“ﬂ "there
is a remnant according to the election of grace.” That there is a
remnant which will be saved and whioh was determined for salvation
before the world is due to the election of grace. Orace, nothing

but grace, motivated this electimn. God's chdice was prompted and

carried out through His unmerited love alone.

_".:.;

To emphasize this Paul suggests ocontrasting views in verse
81x, showing that grace and works are mutually exclusive. God's el-
eotion of the remnant must either be with respect to the works of
these or only by his grace. And since it was by grace, as verse
five plainly states, every work is exeluded, God took absolutely
no works into consideration, for if He had, we could no longer speak
B8f election to salvation by grece. "Gratia nisi gratis sit gratia

2 If God should oconsider anything, virtue, work, less-re-

non est,*
sistquce, in man, He could no longer do as He pleased. He would have
to take this "samething" in man into consideration. "Gnade heisst
eigentlich Gottes Huld oder Gunst, die er zu uns traegt bei sich
selbst, aus welcher er geneigt wird, Christum und den Geist mit sein-

en Gaben in uns zu glessen."® "Baving grace is something in God.

lExpositors Gremk New Testament

2 Augustine.
SLuther, XIV, 98
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It is necessary to emphasize this because a tendenocy hes developed
very early even within the Christian Church to transfer a saving
quality to man and to call that grace. ... Saving grace is not some-
fing which God requires in men, but which He offers man."! Stoeck-
hardt mekes this clear by giving the example of a beggar. If scme-
one has planned a gift for a beggar, but first permits him to do
something which is worth a reward, the benefactor oan no longer give
him the planned gift, saying, "I give you a present", even if he give
the beggar ten times more than he earned.? If any kind of work or
attitude of man is mixed with grace, it is no longer grace. There-
fore, the election of grace (verse five) was determined without
reference to anything in man at all., The saved owe their salvation
to God's grace alone. Here then, we have developed the idea olearly

i
oonteined in X4P's » that all works are necessarily excluded,

Cause of Righteousness

The real essence of xd’(n; is shown in the kindness by which
God bestows favor upon all sinners and grants them the pardon of their
offences and bids them accept of etermal salvation through Christ,
The most pertinent text in this oconnection is Romans 5,24: § 1K</ ov-
}szoc Jco(’ Lar T‘?‘) VToV Xd'f,rc + "Being justified freely
by His grace", and, the apostde adds, "through the redemption thsat
is in Christ Jesus."” St. Paul had first (verse twenty-three) shown
that "all have sinned end come short of the glory of God." The to-
tality of men with none excepted stands before God conviocted of sin
with nothing to exouse or justify them. They are condemmed. And
still, the apostle says they are justified, But how? Freely by
His grece. The 4v7eVv is emphasized by position. It 1a God's

ll.H.T. Dau, Theological Ruarterly, Vol. XXI, P. 71.

%Lehre und Wehre, Vol, 51, p. 102

e
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unbounded grace th&t justifies. Luther's translation,"aus seiner
Gnade®, brings out the foroe of the dative.

In x<ps 11es the mobive for God's jJustification of the sin-
ner. That is the only thing whereby God is persuaded to pronounce
sinners righteous, sinners who in reality have nothing praisewortchy
or meritorious about them, who have not even a right in God's pre-
génce. It is all a present, an undeserved reward, a free gift, as

few f’ sdv emphasizes. In the following verses Paul points out that

God did not thereby sacrifice his justice and righteousness., Pun-
ishment for our sins had to be meted out, a ransom had to be paid,
because God is a God of justice,who cannot permit iniquity to re-

mein unrequited. However, our substitute, Jesus Christ, bore this
punishment, paid this rensom, and redeemed us. That is xd;"s TwT “]’(’"S
that God permitted, yea, required His own beloved Son to "bear our

8ins in His body on the tree“, so that all sinners are redeemed.

In spite of the fact that this is hard to understand, in spite of

-
[]

the fact that natural man is offended at the phrase Jco(o v T3
457'0 v 7—",(' 1Tc¢ because he wants to earn his way to heaven,

God 8till very clearly has outlined the way of grace as the only
way, grece through our Lord Jesus Christ, who saved us from sin

and its curse and made us to be heirs of grace, Luther: "Die Gnade
wird nicht allein gegeben den Unverdienten, sondern auch den uebel-
verdienten Menschen und Feinden der Gnade." Quenstedtv: “Gratia
gratuita dicitur, quod hoe beneficium (justificatio) confertur no-
bis non modo indignis et longe aliud meritis, sed etiam sine quo-

ounque operis nostri intervemtu."l

lLohro und Wehre, Vol. 31, p. 72.
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Abundance

Here then we have Paul's real use of xd%'g in his Epistles,
and we shall brief'ly consider the other passages where Paul still
further explains this., All‘men heve sinned,end as a result death
Pessed upon all men.l Thig general statement Paul applies in verse
seventeen: "For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much
more they which receive sbundance of grace and of the gift of right-
cousness ( o¢ Tmv 7@ EpLoee dav T x-t’ff‘rog X<t
Ty Jcochs:t‘s T';?S f;x-uarulrvls Aqr,pd’vovn_;) lhqll
reign in life by one, Jesus Christ."™ This sbundance of grace re-
oeived by faith will overcome all deeth end fear of death. God's
grace in Christ is a power over hell and death; no sin is greater
then the amount of grace tha. God has in store for that particular
simer. Paul continues in verse twenty: "Where sin abounded, grace
did much more ebound ( ¥ ee ¢ T'Ef’ Jrceveaev 17' x.('fn_g ).
God's grace, Paul plainly states, is so sbundent and immeeasurably
powerful thet it eutomatically meets the demand of the penitent
believer's gin. L‘Ir:,s 8 cov ocen never be exhausted by demand, The
more is necessary, the more is aveailable, in fact, the more is al-
ready there,

Even that thought, as glorious as it is, is not enough.

Paul rises to new heights when he says in verse twemty-one: "That
as sin heth reigned unto deeth, even so might grace reign (o vTw
Ko ‘v; X.“,(’-'S @dq-, /l;,ulcwn ) through rightecus-
ness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord." Grace as bofind-
less as it is manifested here does not serve its complete purpose
in this 1life. "It oomes to its full sovereignty as it imparts to
men the gift of God's righteocusness; its goal, its limit, which is

1Rom. 5,12,



yet no limit, is eternal 1life,"L
And to think, as Paul emphasizes throughout, that all this

18 undeserved. We are sinners, we are subject to death; God is
gracious, and through His grace gives us 1life. This is shown again
by Paul in a personal reference when he writes to the Corinthians?s
"By the grace of God, I am what I em." X"‘I("’“ §e Beov
61’;1.‘: o effcc . “Hier wird x-llfus sehr konkret gefasst., Sie

ist von Jv'va Jrts  kaum zu unterscheiden."™ God's grace, which
makes Paul what he is, is the favor, utterly undeserved, that sum-
moned him from the foremost rank of the persecutors to the fore-
most reank amongst the servants of the Lord Jesus. x-t’r 1Te is
Placed first in the sentence because Paul acknowledges it as the
oamplete source of his regeneration and spifitual life. It is defi=
Haitely the grace of Christ, even though it lacks the article here.*
It is significant that Paul makes this clear to every congregation
that it is purely the grace of God that changes the undeserving
sinner to a regenerste believer. He does this to the Galations by
another personal referenoergs"God, who separated me from my mother's
womb, end celled me by His grece ( Kk« 4 eo g dret Ty
X_-Llr 1 Tog v TouU )« God ocalled Paul from his path

of porsecution to a life of service; not becsuse He saw something
morally good in Paul, but because in His boundless grace He had
mercy upon Paul and desired to save him. Faul was a wicked simmer;

God was full of grece in turning him., Most beautifully Paul says

1
Expositors Greek New Testement

21 Gor. 15,10.
5Prauachen-Bauor, Griechisch=Duetsches Woerterbuch, col. 1400

4.1, Robertson, Grammar of the Greek New Testament, p. 791

5Ga1. 1,15,
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ell this conocerning himself in the secmnd chapter of this epistlolg
"The 1ife which i now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me, I do not frust-
rate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then
Christ is dead in vein." ( ovk iberw Toir x.("p.r

Tov 6¢ov ). By preaching that we are saved alone by grace, we
are emphasizing the real glory of Christ's death, for Christ died
in order that men might live before God by His grace even though
they break His law, ™If men oould keep the Law of themselves and
live, there would be no oall for grace, and the death of Chist would
be proved a useless saorifice." We are saved completely and
solely by God's grace,. ‘V]r Y qlfrs rou Beov 1is exolusive;
it will allow nothing strange to be added. "You are not asked

to do anything, nor to be anything, nor to feel anything; but you.
are simply bidden to loo& away from self to what Christ has done,
end you shall live."® Anyone who adds the least part of self-
righteousness or merit by good works sutomatiocelly confuses the
idea of x,'i('.s « We live by the grace of God who loved us., Our
salvation is undeserved; it is by God's grace, "Justificamur gra-
tis, hoc est nihil operantes, neque vicem reddentes, ut exponit
Ambrosius in hoo loco, nec praecedentibus operibus meremur nec se-
quentibus compensamus; 'Deus nihil invenit in vobis, unde salvet,
multun eutem invenit unde demnet; et tamen ex migericordia propter
Christum nos recipit' ut soribit August. serm. 15. de verbis apos-
toli, "

e ——

1ga1. 2,20.21.

2Expositort Greek New Testament

3Spurgeon, Sermon on Num. 24,17, vol. XI  p./3.

“Gorhafdi, Looi Theologici, Fomus III, p..5}0, 0ol L.
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Faul brings this out from so many angles that we cannot see
how anyone can doubt it, To Timothy he writesl: "Who hach saved
us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in
Christ before the world began.® ( o/ w7« T & e",ord ";I“'";V
SRS IR AT R f(ao'QCrw Kt x-z’,-v )e This pas-
sage with its context brings out various points regarding x(ifu »
but in this oconnection it proves conclusively that man does nothing
to merit this grace. It is the undeserved gift of God, We are
saved not K«Ta Ta e'Ea r -f)*,‘, wv  but solely x«r« Z-{I(: v,
"God so loved the world that He gave His only begotéen Son." That
is 141( 'S o "This love is not called furth by any worthiness on
the part of man. w2 “But God, who is rich in merey, for His great
love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins ( w<:
oY Tw g "-1(/4-?5 vexloocrs Toig ﬁirdﬂtﬂd’ftirl")hﬂbh
quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ere ye saved, l“’f ulie
et TET w6 Evor ), and hath raised us up together, and
made ue sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: that in
the ages to came He might show the exceeding riches of His graoce
( 7o 15175/0 F«(’Aon TAoVTog Thg 1_«’,4:"05 av7ed) in His
kindness, toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved
(77 T"‘(’ X“’f i1 deTe e rc‘oo’rﬂ’wl Jié 7iriew) through
faith; end thet not of yourselves, it is the gift of God: not of
works, lest any man should boast."® In the above quoted section
the fundemental idee is the justificetioch of tho se dead in sins.

R —

13 mn. 1,9

? Hastings, Dictionary of the Bible, Vol. 2, p. 255

SEph. 2,6-9.
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God has rescued man from the death of sin, oredit for which is due

&)

to His grace alone, Three times xn’.o (s is used in this section.

The first time it is a parenthetical phrase,"by grace ye are saved";
but it is very much in place beceuse "nothing else than grace could
give 1ife to the dead, but grace could do even that“l. xq} Tt is
put emphatically first because chere lies the emphasis.

Why does God do all this for man? Certainly because He loved
man end wanted man to be saved. However, in this seetion we read,
"that in the ages to come He might show the exoeeding riches of His
grace ( ‘h’AaTiTos T Xﬂt}ﬂl""’s «v7rov )in His Kind-
ness toward us through Christ Jesus." God's purpose, therefore,
is that in all ages to come, even in our future glory in heaven, the
grace of God toward those once dead in sins should be declared and
Praised in all the grandeur of its abundant riches., The grace is
ours through Christ in whom it has its ground and reason. Cremer
says, 1#’{"'3 occurs here as a special phase of X (™ °'T"IT"7-S « He
says it means, "Gunst, bei welcher von einer Verpflichtung zu der-
selben nicht die Rede sein kenn."?

This l.ads to the olimax of the section: "By grace are ye
saved through faith ( 7% Y :((: x.e"q Tl deTe ceow e
ru.,vfu Ji« 7/0Téwg ) and that not of yourselves ( oV K c’!
V@Y ), 1t is the gift of God ( fees 73 J@pov ); mot
of works ( oV K g‘f g'{o -J—wv ), lest any man should boast.™
Here Paul memtions faith which is also a gift of God's grace, God
has worked feith in our hearts as the hand to receive the grace
that is offered in Christ. But it is X“I(’ 1T¢ that has the first
place in Peul's thoughts here. Furthermore, we should note that
Paul does not say Sid Tm v o/ eTiv , as if faith were the

ground or the procuring csuse of salvetion.

3

1Expoaitor'a Greek New Testament
2

Cremer, Woerterbuch, p. 578
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Then that there may not be the slightest doubt of this grace
or the least idee of eny merit inoluded, the statement is emphasized
by three emphatically exclusive phrases. "It is the gift of God."
The regeneration thraugh feith, our salvation, is i f"’ » the
free gift of God's abounding love, which He owes to no one but sheds
upen all without distinetion. ™"Not of works, lest amy man should
boast"s through no act of men was God persuaded to meke alive and
save him, All manner of earning is entirely excluded, How could
men,dead in sin, do enything thk would please the holy and righteous
God in heaven? ™Not of yourselves": exoludes even eny sympathetic
attitude on the part of men. The x«r(o's 0 eoV Imows of no less-
resistance or non-resistance in men., Man was totally corrupt and
depraved; God's grace saw nothing good but everything wicked., God's
grace saved, and it did everything; not the least credit is due to
mane This then is firmly esteblished and most certainly true:

is bestowed upon man unearned and undeserved.

We have seen how God's grace comes upon sinners unearned
and undeserved and how xd/(rs forms the basis of the doctrines of
salvation, justification, and conversion, Now, we shall consider
the dootrine of election and see how Paul also here brings out the
fundamental idea 8f X_"/(‘ 15 thet ‘is unearned and undeserved by the
reoipients.l

God saw nothing 4in man whereby the eéternal decree of predes-

tination was motivated or ordered. "God hath saved us and ealled
us with an holy ocalling, not according to our works, but according
to His own purpose and grace ( K« T« ‘dlav TEo feciv

Ka) Xd’f"’ ), which was given us in Christ Jesus before the

lcf. exegesis on Rom. 11,6.
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world b’Sﬂn-'l God has saved us in time sccording to the purpose
He determined from eternity; but the sole cause of it all was x«’('.s.
Wie have brought out Paul's entagonistic view towards meritorious
work in this passage before, but here we wish to point out the
idea of election involved., God from eternity through Hig grace in
Christ "oalled us with an holy calling."™ Before any man existed;
before anyone had a chance to be or do evil or good, God elected
men to salvation, What was His norm? Paul tells us: "not accord-
ing to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began." It pleased
God to save man by grace in Chrisf,and that alone prompted Him to
eleot men., Nothing in man asided in the choice. "In Lutheran theo-
logy, the theology of St. Paul and all the Seriptures, the cemter
is Christ, our Righteousness. ... Lutheran theology with St. Paul
elso excludes all manner of synergism. While its Soli Dec Glorial
is not ohiefly and primerily a praise of the sovereign majesty of
God, but a praise of God's graoe in Christ Jesus, and its sola
gratia is nowhere a grace of God without Christ, it also empha-
sizes the So0li and Sola, and rejects everything which would in any
Wway or measure meke man a determining faotor in his salvation,"2

In the doctrine of eleoction the pure meaning of x,t’l(‘ 15 stands
out especially, We Christians know that we have been elected to
salvation from eternity,and we know that it was purely through God's
grece, as the Scriptures emphasize. Besides the above, Paul says:
"Having predestimated us unto the adoption of ohildren by Jesus

Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, teo

12 pm, 1,9.

2A.I... Graebner, Theological Quarterly, Vel. V, p. 31
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the praise of the glory of His grace ( EI‘S ETaivov ;o’f s

— f o
Ty X‘*f"r"x «VTo0 ) wherein he hath made us ac-
ospted in the beloved. In whom we have redemption through his blood,

the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace. "l

( KdT-z To 'ﬁ‘/{aﬁfcs 7‘-;1—5 x.{r:‘ras L UTOU )5
God's final purpose in His eternal determinations, and the
supreme end to which all that He wills regarding us, looks, are the
manifestations and edoring recognition of His grace in its glorious-
ness. ™'He heth chosen us in Christ' - that is grace; 'He hath
predestinated us @nto the adoption of ohildren by Jesus Christ' -
that is grace. The aim of election is to magnify and glorify the
riches of His grace toward us miserable sinners, who deserved noth-
ing but punishment, "2 He wishes that the bounty of His grace
showered upon man in an unlimited manner is to redewnd to His e-
ternal praise and glory. The praise of the glory of the grace of
God is the finis ultimus, as some exegetes say, of God's election.
We have been chosen in Christ before the world began, we were re-
deemed through His blood while the world was stending, we have
forgiveness of sins and will live in eternal glory when this wurld
has passed awey; all "according to the riches of His grace",
r(-(T:t To 77’/\031’05 T-LJ'J x_-{'(a:T'aS avTeU . Our
election is an election of grace,and as soon as we mingle the least
work of merit or the least good guality in man, we can no longer
speak of an election of grace. Grace is free; grace is unearned;

grace is undeserved,

1
Epho 1’ b‘?.

2Wessel, Proof Texts of the Catechism, Part I, p. 292.
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Universality

So good was God, so gracious and merciful was He, so just and
impartial, that He showered His grace upon all men. All men had
sinned; all were undeserving beggars; all were treacherous enemies;
yet "God so loved the world®™ that He extended His xutfrs over all
Mmén. some of the passages quoted have already brought that out by
inference, but Paul mentions it most distinetly, when he says: "For
the grace of God that bringeth salvaton hath appeared to all men.":
Encgavy yap o y«pis 7ov HBeo¥ cwio-

fELo's TS TV é(g(aw’ﬂ”o:S. ———— . atudie
grace appeared as a revelation in Christ's incarmation and since that
time it has spread and become visible in the lives of men. It is
here described in its essential power, namely to bring salvation;

end in its range *to all men." Gad's grace is for the individual,
but it is for every individual. God wants all to be saved; His
grace is extended to everyone for the one great purpose of offering
salvation. "This grace of God was given in Christ, to be sure, "2
There is no doubt that saving grace is meant because it brings sal-
vation, and this appeared only in and through Christ as will be
emphasized later.

ie may see the universality of grace indicated from Paul's
statement: "Inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and

confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace.">

lritus 2,11,
zWeisa, Biblical Theolog, Vol. II, p. 133.

Pnil., 1,7.
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CUrKXoLvw vau’s Fou Tﬁs Ld}ufa; 71'-(’11'43 S'vujnthmlsh x_*;".s
in this passage has been taken to refer to raul's grace of apostle-
ship or to that granted to him in his trials and sufferings, there
1s no need to 1imit it to that., " xdl(-s here must be the great
central gift of God's grace, whioh Paul always keeps in the fore-
ground,"!  The Philippiens' love and kindness towards Paul and his
great work, even at the darkest moments of his career, are proof
that they share along with him in the grace of God, God's grace
1s a bond of union between them, They are all partakers of it.
This seme truth is evident in the apostolis greetings at the be=

ginning and close of the epistles.

Apostolic Greetings

It is significant of Pauline theology and of his emphasis

“a

upon the oardinal doctrine of the Christian religion, thk&t every
Pauline Epistle, without a single exception, ineludes x_‘l(' ts in
the salutation as well as in the concluding greeting and bemediction.
This subjeot by itself would be a very interesting study indeed,
but we can only mention the essentials here., Various theories
concarning the origin of these apostolic greetings have arisem,
some attributing the form not to Paul but to a pre-Christian litur-
gleal formula for the opening of the service. “S8o¢ darf man diesen
Wungoh als ueberkommene liturgische Formel betrachten, die viel-
leicht urchristliche Gottesdienste einleitete,”? This, however,
seems unlikely. The ordinary Greek salutation at the begimming

of a letter was x«.-’(u v; so James begins his opiatlo.3 The

N lgcpoai'cor's Greek New Testament.

ZZoitschr. fuer die N.T. Wissenschaft, Vol. 26, 1927, p. 162.

. = 7
SIgnatius' ordinery formula: 74 €7 ¢ T« Y=</ &,



old Eastern salutation was éf,(a 'V;v-v, goc , in Hebrew T 7 ¢ ‘Zf 7,

Some say, "The occurrence of the: peculiarphrase 'grace and peace'

in Paul, John, end Peter intimates that we have here the earliest

Christian password or z;:,rmbolum."1 xclr ‘s and u'( ")’"'1 are

firet ooupled in the Priestly Benediction in Mumbers 6,24, Paul

undoubtedly felt that the ordinary x-u"u.-/ was too meagre for

Christian intercourse. However, olosely connected with X+ v’r'""

Was his own great watohword X",f /5 , a word which Paul uses in

& truly Christian sense. X,"‘,f's for Paul, as we have seen, is

the central revelation of the fatherly heart of God in the redemp-

tion which Christ has accomplished for us unworthy simmers, And

its direct result is 61,{0 "7, v+, the harmony, satisfactionm,

and joy of that life which is reconociled to God through Jesus Christ.
"The simple greeting of ordinary oourtesy,is thus filled

with a deep religious meening. w2 X d/(o 15 1s the keynote of the

Gospel, as we have seen, and 5.:'[04-)’m7 on Christian lips and in

Christian lebters signifies not earthly pesce alone, but the peace

of God flowing from X“I(’ 1S o We may oall it the apestoliec bless-

ing summed up in the words x-l/,a 15 and tt)(o -q,V"'[ which inelude

the life-giving power of the Spirit, the assurance of God's for-

giving love in Christ, and the bestowal of peace upon the conscience.

Paul had but to say x-(’(: ‘s V(F:JI eand this would include all biese-

sings. Paul never adds the c'r"bI but leaves that to be supplied by

the readers. Feter uses the optative in his epistles: X_d,‘a (3 ‘\fftr'

Ke) e:‘o--,'v»] Thy 9uv49u’~7 "

1l:‘.xpoait:v.'u-'es Greek New Testement, to 1 Cor. 1,3

2Expoaitor's Greek New Testament

1 Pet. 1,2; 2 Pet. 1,2.
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Paul's usual formulas is: Xd’rls \/’FTV Kl e:'f'q’v‘iq 4177'"’
960'9 T:‘dTrss ‘v(’rt @v Kol xu‘o:’av ’I-., cov X(a,r-ra? g
“érace be unto you and pesce from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ." This formula is kept intact in the passages referred to.

In Paul's Epistle to the Colossians some menuscripts omit the words
K« KV“"IOU ’I'»] To v X(alo‘ra'& , but the evidence
is practically evenly balanced, so we need not meke a case about

it The greeting in the first Epistle to the Thessalonians in some
manuseripts is simply: Xd,(-? s 1;’/(?\/ Kt Ef(o -v{v | .
However, it is found complete in Codex Sinaiticus and in mmerous
less important codices, Typese minor differences do not concerm

us here, for even if Paul did not use the complete formula here,

he quite naturally implied it, since it was his characteristic sal-
utation,

However, in the Pastoral Epistles to Timothy Paul adds the
word & A ¢o + This directs the intention and meaning of xd’("s to-
Werd the misery of man es fer as his moral standing is concerned.

As some exegetes say, xdl,a s plus £Asog waﬁts to make the benefits
of Christ applicaeble to all men in a very speeial sense. It empha-
slzes that phase of X-l’(o rs whioh extends it to man who is undes
serving and unworthy. "But while charis has thus reference to the
Bins of men, and is that blessed attribute of God which these sins
call out and displey, His free gift in their forgiveness, eleos, has
special and imm.diate regard to the misery which is the consequence
of these sins. ... We may say then that the charis of God is extend-

ed to men as they are guilty, His eleos as they are miserable."2

Rom. 1,7; 1 Cor. 1,3; 2 Cor.1,2; Gal. 1,4; Eph. 1,2; Phil. 1,2;

2 Thess. 1,2; Tit. 1,4.

zTrenoh, Synonyms of the New Testament, p. #5¥.
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Thus Paul begins everyone of his epistles by wishing to the readers
X"If 'S » the source of all temporal end spiritual blessings.
Concerning X‘({’ 'S end its synonyms Luther aptly says: "Sie fuehr-
n hinauf in des Vaters Herz und es gebuehrt sich, dess man mit
diesen Worten einschlafe und aufstehe,"t

Nor does Paul fail to wish them the same y < (s again at
the end of every epistle, He indeed uses snd explains the word in
the body of each of his divinely inspired letters except in the
first one to the Thessalonians and in the one to Philemon. In the
two latter ones he uses Xc(’(o t5 only in the opening end elosing
selutations. The formule at the end of the epistles is not as £ix-
od as the opening selutation. The fundemental form is: ‘H x'-('('s
Tovy Ku[oi'av »7'/4$v f"j rfo¥v rea’ 11(14«6" « This
is embellished end sugmented in some of the epistles. However, the
fundamental idea of xd’(l '5 18 always prevalent. The ordinery
oonclugion of e letter at Paul's time was E”f f webe , wug St.
Paul had a signature of his own; it Was a sign by which raul showed
the theme of all his preaching. Some exegetes refer the statement
O'VIfAtTov ev T:‘d’rﬂ g'-rr,d'Ta/Ifﬁ 2-t:oi:h:l.s spe-
oific greeting at the olose of the Pauline epistles. His prayer
is that the Y «@'s of God through Christ may rest on all his
oorrespondents,

The simplest form of this greeting occurs in the pastoral
epistles where we have merely 1»; xq"‘o s r«. e b’ ‘U’/" DV e
But Xdlfls has the article, It refers to the specific grace of
God in Christ, If this wish is fulfilled in them, they need noth-

ing else, for through this X d;o /s we are made partekers of Christ's

1
Luther, XI, 11035, /09¢t.

2
2 Thess. 5,17,




work of atonement and all its blessed consequences; through it we
have perfeot peace. "Wer diese Gnade im Glauben ergreift, der ist
hier zeitlioh glueoklich und dort ewig 99115."1 In Ephesians and
Colossiane we have a somewhat similar form without any difining
addition. The benediction is of widest soope, It was wished upon
ell those who love Christ,.?

In the closing benediction of the Epistles to the Corinth-
ians, Galatiens, Philippians, Thessalonians,Romans, and Philemon
we find the fuller form. It is Paul's personal wish to all the
members of the churches that the grece of Christ be with them end
upen them, The most complete benediction is found at the end of
St. Paul's Second Epistle to the Corinthisns, where it is filled
out 80 as to embrace the three Persons of the Trinity: "The grace
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, end the commnion
of the Holy Ghost, be with you all.* After Bengel makes the remark
that the grace of Christ leads to the love of the Father, he adds
the exclemstion: "Egregium de S.S. Trinitate testimonium.* Grace
1s mentioned first, xtlf 5 1is elways primary and fundemental
in Paul's greetings, but X“’f‘J only, in as far as it is x'l’("J

Tov er:r/au ’Iﬂ—, rov X(7lfTUI7.

Grace in Christ

We have mentioned this before, but the fact that 14'{° JLse (RS
T"{(‘“’s is and always must be 7(,“’("5 X("f";" deserves special
ebphasis. Ome of the clearest passages proving this is Romans 5,24:
"Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus" which has been explained above, "Justifying grace

1I.ret gmenn, Pastoralbriefe.

zEph. 6. 240



&

is not ebsolute grece or grace bestowed upon the sinner by a fiat
of the divine sovereign will, but grace mediated through Christ,
or grace in or for the sake of Christ., In other words, ascoording
to Seripture, God is gracious to sinful and condemned mankind only
in view of the fact that the incarnate Son of God through His vi-
carious atonement has rensomed all sinners from the curse and con-
demnation of the Law.™™ "Saving grace became incorporated in a
Saviore ... There is no saving grace for the sinner except such as
He finds in Christ."? "Aber das ist Gnade, dass die Strafe, das
Gerioht en Christo hinemsgegangen ist und somit die Suender vem
Gerioht befreit sind."™ "Niemals aber betrachtet Paulus die Gnade
als eine von Christi Person und geschichtlicher Leistung abtremn-
bare allgemeine Kraft, sie ist immer 7 X"',["\S " Ev X{nrr'a .
Die Gegenwirkung der Gnade gegen die Suende will darum als die im
Subjekt zum Vollzug kommende VWirkung Christi verstandsn sein und
alle Spgkuletionen , welohe dic Gnade als eine unpersoenliche,
metaphysisohe Groeese behendeln, sind von vormher#in unpauliniaoh.""
We have shown in tho treatment of the apostolic salutations
and benediotions that I"(’ 15 is very seldom used without the modi-
fying phrase 1~ ¢o7 X@(rToU gnd where it is, iv hes the
article, which shows that thi s certain grace is meant., Paul is
careful always to remind his readers that all this grace and the
menifestations of it in its riches have their ground and reason in
Christ. There lies the strength of the word x-‘l( 15 , and that

gives it power to forgive sins and comfort sinners. "For if thraugh

15.1. Mueller, Christian Dogmatics, p. 246
2

Dau, Theological Quarterly, XXI, p. 72

Stoeckhardt, Lehre und Wehre, 51, p. 70

4Roalenoyklopaedie fuer Prot. Th. u. Kirche, vol, 6, pe. 718.




the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and
the gift of grace, whioh is by one mean Jesus Christ, hath abounded
unto many."l pey,3 praises the grace of God, end in order &9 explain
what this grece is, he adds: -»—', Jw (o ee‘z. év X,‘,(’ 1 T
Tov &rrc:_s v 9(“,.{ 7ov T-‘]roﬁ X[a:rTaS,that is,
the gift of God which consists in the grace of that ome man, Jesus
Christ,

The grace of God is a [w‘ﬂtdf , 8 gift of God's free
love. God did not owe it to men to send His only begotten Son
Invo the world and through Him bring redemption and 1ife to man.
He did it freely out of love., The xdlfls with which He abun=
dently biesses man is effective because of and through Christ.
There is no Xd,{olj 8 £00 which is not Z"‘,(”S 'f—.’ cov X(ﬂarTo;.
God does not accept the worthless ransom-price, which men offer
Him to satisfy the eternal claims of His Justice. As far as we are
ooncerned it is a gift, as Augustine expresses it: “"Grstia gratis
datur, nec iste esset gratie, si non daretur gratuita, sed debita
redderstur, "2 Hence we have the axiom: "Divine grace and human
merit exolude each other; but divine grace includes the divine merits
of Christ.*® It truly comes through ene man, the God-man, Christ
Jesus, who paid the penalty, suffered the punishment, and earmed
that which we receive as a gift, That is why we speak of x'l;‘ 'S
always as 14’,4.5 Xta:rroi.

Paul mentions his personal case®s "And I thank Christ Jesus
1Roln. 5,15,

2Lehre und Wehre, Vol, 51, p. 66.

®J.T7. Mueller, Christian Dogmabtics, p. 247

%) Tim, 1,12-15
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our Lord, who hath emnabled me, for that He counted me faithful,
Putting me into the ministry; who was before a blasphemer, and

& persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, becsuse I did

it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our Lord was exceeding
sbundant ( ‘U’TI'E[OETTALOIVa(C"EV Je -vi xq”fls

To? Kuplo¥ 4 @v ) with faith and love which is in
Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac-
ceptation, that Christ Jesus ocame into the world to save simners;

of whom I am chief.” Peul could write and preach the true mean-

ing end implication of p -tlfls because he felt all its blessings
in nis personel life, He knew the wretohedness of hig former state,
"ohief among sinners" and now "chief among apostles", all the result
of ;(‘(f"s « As the poet says: "By grace I'm saved, grace free

end boundless, "+

’
But we ask in what this y<prs consisted; where did X<@‘S

show its power? The apostle says: "Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners." The poet peraphrases: "The mighty Savior,
long expected, to us this blissful truth hath brought, that He by
death redeems our race, and we are saved alone by grnoe."‘a Just

in sending His Son,God showed His X‘I{“S upon men. Here we have
the sum of the whole Gospel, the forcefu] meaning of x“lf GS 3
“grace through Jesus Christ: Christ oeme into the wokld for this
one primary purpose: to save sinners. Thus grace is the rulipg
principle in the kingdom of God. In the kingdom of the world the
merited puhishment is usually meted out to the trensgressor, in the
kingdom of God invariably the transgressor is pardomed; in the king-
dom of the world grace is the exception; in the kingdom of God it

is the rule,

llhmn oll, kvangelical Lutheran Hymn Book.

2 Bymn 211, Evangelioal Lutheran Hymmn Book.
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It is not that God pities man as he is striving to do right
and then merely extends His x-('(o 'S a8 help., Indeed not, it is
His definite aim, will, and purpose to pardon the simmners. For
that very purpose Christ wes sent into the world, seo the xdjf 'S
0207 , which has menit.sted itself so gloriously in the sending
of Christ, the Redeemer and Savior, was especially and exolusively
provided for simners. Sinners, also chief sinners, have access to
this x"lf’ ‘S o Grace is an unusual evidence of God's love toward
men,menifested in the incarnmation of Jesus Christ, so that no sin-
ner is excluded from its comfort. Truly, His grace is abundant,

80 abundant thet it knows no limits. Jesus Cprist died for all;
Jesus Christ rose for ally through Jesus Christ God's x"’(’ rs
extends to all, but enly through Jesus Christ,

Paul reminds the Corinchians of that when he writes to them
for & second time in these classic wordsl: "For ye kmow the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though:He was rich, yst fer your
sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich."
God's grace was the cause for Christ's deep humiliation and suf-
fering, and because of this viomrious atonement God can now for-
give man's sins. Here we sse the deep significance of the term
e, .

Though Christ was rich, equal to the Father in power and
glory, rich in all the blessedness of heaven; yet for the sake of
the sinners, He became poor; not only did He become man for us,
but He became poor also. He was born in posr circumstances, lived
and died in poverty. He did this for the sinners' sake that they

thereby might be made rich, rich in the love and favor of God, rich

12 cor. 8,9.
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in the blessings end promises of the Kingdom of God, rich in the
hopes of eternal life. Christ did everything for us; He willing-
ly relinquished much to give us everything. What olearer meaning
of ¥ "’[’ 'S oould be presented! "This is a good reason why we
should be charitable to the poor out of what we have, because we
ourselves live upon the charity of the Lord Jesus Christ,"l ,[d’f's
is saving grace in Jesus Chrisc, the only and compleve scuree of
our salvation., Luther aptly says: "Though grace is givem to us
for nothing, so that it does not cost us enything, yet it cost
someone else on our behalf very much; for it has been secured b
through an uncountable, infinite treasure, namely, through Ged's
Son Himself, "2

Paul emphasizes this seme fact when he writes to Titus®s
"But after that the kindness and love of God our Savior toward man
appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have dome, but
according to His meroy He saved us by the washing of regemeration,
end renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed on us abundantly
through Jesus Christ our Saviorj that being justified by His gruce
( ve SinciwbBivreg 77 Exelrvov X'd/(alfl- ) we
should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 1ife." Here
again we see the proocuring csuse of everything that is freely be-
stowed upon us:s it is shed upon us abundantly through Jesus Christ
our Savior, There can be no x;f s toward msn exmept through
this God-man Christ Jesus. The result is brought before our eyes:
we are justified by His grace, This is not in oonvradietion to

the statement of Paul in Romans 5,1: "Therefore, being justified

lllat’chcw Henry, Commentary, p. 1087.

2Lu'l:.her, St. L. XI, 1085 ff., quoted in Christian Dogmatios, p. 247

3T:l.i:\:u; 9,7
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by faith, we have peace with God", because faith is merely the
hend that receives this grace, But it is x“’(".‘ that justi-
fies. Weiss fittingly remarks conoerning this passage: “Grece
&ppears expressly as justifying, and thac quite in the foremsie
sense of the earlier Epistles, as the hope of the thld's portion
In eternal life is connected with it."™ Justification in the
gospel sense is the free remission of the simier and accepting
him g5 righteous through the righteousness of Christ received by
fadth, We are Justified freely by His xd’{o s , however,
Shrough the redemption of Jesus. God, in justifying a sinner -
through His grace, forgives him all his sins, yet He remains per-
feotly just to His Law and His perfeot righveousness; becauge for=-
Elveness was merited through the perfect obedience of Christ and
through the satisfaotion rendered by His death, Paul makes olear
that nothing was aoquired "by works of righteousnéss which we
have done." We dare not trust in our own works but mst rely emn-
tirely on our Justification e’v xdlf 1Tt Xfoafrou';.

With our sins forgiven through Christ, Paul mentions the
next blessing of xdl(o: S t™we should be made heirs accor-
ding to the hope of eternal life." We do not as yet emjoy the

full blessings of X“I(’ ‘5 as they have been obtained for us by

)
Christ, Our full inheritence will be given us in heaven, but iT

is nevertheless certain that it is ours. As a ohild can enly live
in hope of receiving its full inheritance when it is of age, so we
can only hope for full inheritance after this life, But our hope
is & certain hope because it rests tn Christ. That is the impor-
tant point in this connection that xdp's oen only have its full

meening for us when we view it as "grace in end throwgh Christ."

1giblioal Theology of the New Testamemt, Vol. II, p. 183,
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As a proper conoclusion to this part, we mention 2 Thessalon-
ians 2, 16: “Now our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, end God even our
Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting conso-
lation and good hope through grace ( ev 14} /Tt ) eamfort your
hearts, and steblish you in every good word and work," FPaul shows
them that they have hope and consolation through grace, "sonsolation
for this world, hopw for the world to come."* Their consolation
and hope are to be founded on the free grace of God through Jesus
Christ and not en any merit or worth of their own, ;

We have thon firmly established this definition of saving
grece, X",f's T w T'v]//o:os + "Saving grace, by which God is
moved to forgive sin and to e bestow salvation upon fallen man-
kind, is His gracious disposition (gratuitus Dei favor), or beme-
volent inclination, mediated through Christ's vicarious atonement,
revealed in the Gospel, and witnessed to the world in order that

it may be believed by all men,"?

Sanctification

/

X4p's 1 "grace of God", has still a wider foree.
*Badem Dei justificantis grevia dat nobis Spiritum sanotum, per
quem natura nostra removari ineipit, sed haec renovatio nom est
statim perfecta, sed quotidie debet orescere, in futura sutem vita
perfioietur,"> X -(I(O rs 1s used of the merociful kindness by
which God, exerting His holy influence upon souls, turns them teo
Christ, keeps, strengthens, increases them in Christian faith,

lExpositor'a Greek Testament,

23.1. Meuller, Christian Dogmatics, p. 243.

SGernardi, Looi Theologioi, Tomus III, p. 310, col. 2.
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knowledge, affection, and kindles.them to the exeroise of Christian
virtues, “1
As we have seen that xd/,a /s menifests itself in the in-

carnation of Jesus Christ, in the act of Justification, so it ma-
nifests itself further as working in man, To the salvation of the
simner we must also add the faot that the sinmer is torn out of

his natural lost condition and renewed in the image of God, Thias

is & result of the grace of God. The grace of God gives life teo

the spiritually dead, converts the sinner, works faith and every-
thing good in man, The grace of God gives new powers to manand mukes
these new powers sotive in the regenerate man and uses them in its
service, This is sanctification. Also in those passages in which
X ",( 5 is used in reference to sanctification it keeps the
meening of favor Dei; it is still God's love for the sinner. Whem
We read that the grace of God remews the sinner, we must understand
that God Himself renews and senctifies the sinner. Whatever is
good in men, whatever good men.does, God has placed there through
His X_d,(o 'S .

Paul's statermentz, although mentioned ebove, must be referred

red to in this connection: "But by the grece of God I am what I

am: end His grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vein; bub

I lebored more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace
of God, which was with me." ( ov VK, Ljru\.’ S pa A
"i X*’F'S 70T Beot avv e’laof )e Paul
here decleres that by the grace of God he, who had before this
time been a perseoutor, became an ardent disciple of Christ. He

labored diligently, yes, "more abundantly than they all," However,

1Thl¥°1'. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, p. 666.

2] Gor. 15,16.

i 1 |
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1% was not he, but the grace of God which was with him which did
all this through him. X c(/‘o 15 was the agent in him, Paul re-
cognized thut it was all due to the grace of God that he had done
anything good. Every good work, every act for the glory of God,
had as its ultimate cause: God's qu(a TS °

What was true in raul's oase is true in every believer's
life, What we Christians ere, the fact that we believe on Christ
88 our Savior, we owe to the grace of God., Then whatever we Chris-
tiens think, say, or do to God's glory is all a result of God's
grace working in us. Every desire for the good, every victory over
8in is the effeotive operation of grace on our hearts, So the grace
of God is oontinually with us end orders our sanctified life step
by step. whenever we have done anything good, the glory and homer
and oredit is all due to the grace of God ( ‘rf xlr;_; Tob 950?)

which has operated in us, who are week and powerless. ¥e must say,

as Paul does, ™yet not I, but the grace of God, which was with me."
In defending himself ageinst those who had attacked his
ocodduct and epostleship, Paul writes to the Corinthianals "For
our rejoieing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in
slmplioity and god}y sincerity, not with fleshly wisdem, but by the
grace of God ( Ev x-(;o:‘ft. Beoi ), we have had our con-
versation in the world, and more sbundantly to you-ward," "Hier
wird X“’f’ 'S sehr konkret gefasst. Sie ist von Iulvl'rb‘s Beot
kaum zu unterscheiden."? Pagan leaders would order their conduet
according to man-made philosophical prineiples, which at their
very best are week and often miﬁluding. But Paul, as every Chrigie=

12 Core. 1,12,

2A'remscl'xesr:l-BaLueu-, Griechisch-Deutsches Woerterbuch, col. 1400.
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lian, had "his conversation inthis world® by the grace of God, an
unerring incentive and guide. If a person is a Christian, his path
18 olear before him and the motivating influence for every action
18 = x-tlf's o7 Beov,

The Pauline Epistles in inculoating holiness always have
the grece of God as the basis., Accordingly when Paul writes to
the Romans, he says:l ™ihat shall we say then? &hall we continme
in sin, thet grace may abound?" Pgul hed just Plotured the sbun-
dance of grace and now proceeds to show that men cannot infer from
thet that now they may sin without restraint. He enswers this ques=—
tlon quite distinetly in verse fourteen: "For sin shall not have
daminion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace."
(ov U«} €rre ~mo vipov dAA i e Z*?" ).
We will no lcnger live in sin and corruption because God in His
sbundant grace constrains us to love Him and serve Him, We serve
Him not in e slavish, légalistic way,but gladly and willingly be-
csuse of His grace toward us. "It is not restraint but inspira-
tion which liberates from sin: not Mt. Sinal but Mt. Calvary which
makes saints."? "Die Christem stehen V70 x‘,{“ v, unter dem
in der Erloesungstat sich ausasprechenden Gnadenwillen."® "The
leading doctrine of this seotion, and of the whole Gospel, in re-
ference to sanctification, is, that grace, instead of leading to the

indulgence of sin, is essential to the exerocise of holiness. So

1pom. 6,1.

ZQpOlitorﬁ Greek New Testament.

3Preusohen-Bauer, Griechisch-Deutsches Woerterbush, eol. 1400.




long as we are under the influence of a self-rightecus or legal spirit,
the motive end sim of all good works, ere wrong or defective., The
motive is fear, or some merely material aeffection, and the aim, to
merit the bestovment of good, But when we accept of the graciocus
offers of the gospel, and feel that our sins are gratuitously par-
doned, a sense of the divine love, shed abroad in the heart of the

Holy Spirit, awakens all holy affections,"!

The grace of God completely justifies man before God without
ey works on man's part,but this grece of God at the seme time arouses
men's inner life and furnishes the incentive to lead a holy life.
"Gretia non solum peccata diluit, sed ut non peccemus fl.oit."z Grace
excludes the service of sin. It would be oonvradictory to grace
to continue a life of open, willful sinning. Paul olinches this whenm
he once more in this seme connection asks:® *What then? shall we
8in, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid."

7("’("3 Justifies us, X"lf rs regenerates and sanctifies us.
fie no longer want to sin, we want to serve Him who has been gracious
to us. ™If the thought that God, without any works on your part,
bought you fills your heart with joy, you are a Christian, But if
the thought that God, who bought you, now owns you and expects youm
TO give yourself entirely %o Him puts a damper on your joy, you are
a poor Christian.,™

D

1H0dge, Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, p. 211.

ZAugustine, Stoeckhardt 's Roemerbrief, p. 298,

%Rom. 8,15,
4

O. W, Linnemeier, Lutherai Witness, Vol LV, p. 97.
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In encouraging end comforting the Tyessalonisns, Paul writes: 1
"Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would eount you
worthy of this calling and fulfi}l all the good pleasure of his good-
ness, and the work of faith with power; that the nsme ef our Lord
Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, seeording to
the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Chiist." (x«7< 7ur ywp:v
roi Qio7 V& x«l er.'o v Iyeed X(a.o-ruﬁ) The purpose
end aim of God's bestowal of grace upon us is the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christe Anything and all we do to the glory of God flows from
the grace of God, and contrariwise anything that flows from thé grace
of God in us tends to the glory of God. "The idea is the mereiful
favor of God to the exclusinn of humen merit."?

In & similar strain Paul writes to the Corinthians:® "For all
things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace ( &< ‘; 1"’(' S
Tdeovdoaoy ) might through the thanksgiving of meny redound to the
glory of Gods™ All that Paul by the grace of God had preached and done
had been done for the benefit of the Christians and to the glory of
Gods "But the end and aim which he had in mind as the final end
was that the grace which had been multiplied to him, which gave him
such wonderful strength and emdurance, should by the force of their
many additional prayers result in the more sbundant thenksgiving
to the glory of God." God's grace had led Pgul on the path of samc-
tification and the greater the mmber of those who would partake of

God's grace with him, the greater would be the glory of God.

12 ThvBSQ 1.11012.

2
Epxpositors Greek Testament

32 cor. 4’15.

4Kx-«rt:zmum, Yopular Commentary
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'X""f ‘s has as its ultimate aim the glory of God through the
Justificetion and sanctification of the simmer,

Peul gives an earnest admonition to sanctification in the sixth
ochapter of this seme epistle:l "™We, then, as workers together with
Him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.

( 740« Ko Ado¥ ey /4-'7‘ e/s ReveY THv ;(_-:’f,-'

7o7  deo7 S b oo P PRI — ) Paul explains
that he and all his assistants are working for the salvation of souls
which cen only be acquired through God's grace. Therefore, it is

his duty to appeal to the people not to hear the message of the grace
of God in vain., This would be the case if in their daily life they
would not bear witness to the fact that the grace of God is their
guiding influence. "To accept the grace of God in vain can be nothing
else than hearing the pure Word of God, in which the grace of God is
offered, and yet remaining apathetic and not accepting it, remaining
a8 one was before,"? X q'{a /s 48 here not to be limited to greaese
given at any special moment, as for exsmple,at baptism. “Grace is
offered, independent of man's faith and obedience, but it will not
Profit without these,"S

Paul encourages the Colossians to further sanctification in
an entirely different way:? ™fWe give thanks to God and the Father

of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of
12 cor. 6,1,
®Translation of Luther, XII, 438e

SExpositors Greek New Testement
4

Col, 1,6.
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your faith in Chr.st Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the
saints, for the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye
heard before in the Word of the Truth, of the Gospel, which is oome
unto you as it is in all the wodd, and bringeth forth fruit, as it
doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace
of God in truth." ( ¢‘re’6—v¢,rc r—»)v qur./ Tow
Geoi « A » 94!:’;( ) We cannot take iv .;A-.',éu':c as an
adjectival phrase with Ty ;(,-tlf +v  and translate “the true
grace of God" as some suggest; because there is no false grace of
God. We must teke it with €7 € yv® T¢  in the gense that they
knew the Gospel as it truly is, in its genuine reality, the revela-
tlon of the grace of God. Paul offers up prayer of thenksgiving
for the fruitful results of the preaching of the grace of God among
them, but in so doing he at the same time encourages them to greater
heights, However, all true Christian hope, knowledge, and sanotifi-
cation must be based solely upon the grace of God in Christ, If it
1s, it will be a clear evidence that the person is resting all his
ambition on and receiving all his energy from the grase of God.

Paul encourages the Corinthians to a similar display of God's
grace in their lives, The Christians in Jerusalem were in need,
and Paul appealed to the Christian congregations elsewhere for an
offering to help these needy brethren., The Cofinthians had sccepted
the proposal,and in the ninth chapter of his second epistle Paul en-
courages them to complete the work they had undertaken. He shows
thet not only blessingsresult from liberal giving upon the recipients
but the recipiénts will giorify God "for your professed subjestion
unto the Gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them
and unto-all men, and by their prayer for you, which long after you
for the exceeding grace of God in you" ( fix ryv Jitfﬂ(flblovawv
xiprv 1w Beos &4’ Spiv ) The Christians bt Jerusalem

e e r——

12 cor. 9,14,




would thank God that these Corinthian brethren in Christ showed such
wonderful results of God's grace bestowed upon them. 1'; x"/( ‘5
707 bDso%  1g the power and motive behind all sanctification.

Through it Paul enoourages his fellow-Christians to holiness.




i

- A5TS

CHAPTER THREE

The sanctification resulting from the grace of God in boiiﬂera
merits nothing toward salvation. Paul has conclusively prowen that
W are saved 75 y«~p.,7c¢ and if by grace them evm<Te é¢
£"r yev o+ In faot, the good works which we do are even motivated
md.shaped by the grace of Gode We dare not olaim any oredit. To
oliminate all doubt raul says:l "Christ is become of no effect unto
you, whosoever of you are justified by the Law; ye are fallen frum
grace," ( s X"’r"”s éfemérarc ). False teschers had came
to the Galatians and had permitted the dootrine of salwation by
grace through fa.th to stand, but had in addition urged ciroumecision
and ceremonial obedience &e necessary.to saivation, Paul emphasizes
that grace is free end whoever mixes works and grace is fallen from
grace. "Wer die kleinste Dosis von eigener Gerschtigkeit, von Geset=z-
eswerken beimischt, der stoeszt die Gnade gant von sich, der hebt
die Gnade ganz auf."? god justifies the sinner freely through grace
for Christ's sake, He who seeks justification amy: other way for-
feits his right to be an heir of God and is cast out of God's fa-
vore "For 1ike as he that is in a ship, on which side soever he
falleth into the sea, is drowned, even so he which hs fallen fram
grace, must needs perish. He, therefore, that will be justified
by the law i1s fallen into the sea, and hath cast himself into
danger of eternal death.“> This furnishes us with the proper back-

ground for that which is to come.

a1, 5,4.

ZStoeokhardt, Lehre und Wehre, Vols 51, p. 98.

81'“*"1191'. Commentary on Galatians, kdition by Middleton, p. 431.




Status Gratiae

X "l( rs is used in the Pauline Epistles to dencte
the spiritual oondition of one governed by the power of divine grace,
™hat the theologians call the ™status graviae", Christians are spoken
of as stending in God's grace in which they have been ocalled by Christ.
Paul firmly rebukes the Galatians who had beoome inolined toward
flase teachers:! ™I marvel that ye are so soon removed from Him that
ealled you into the“graoe of Christ ( Ev 14’(: T Xr: cT0v )
unto endther gospel, God by His grace had called them through the
Preaching of Paul and Barnsbas,and now these oconverts were beginning
to follow false teachers. They had been calded ¢v ldlr 1Te .,
and now they were to live v X"’(‘ . 7¢ o "Christ's calling
bringeth grace and saving healthjy for they that be ealled by him,
instead of the law that worketh sorrow, do gain the glad tidings
of the gospel, and are translated out of God's wrath into his favor,

2

out of ®in into righteousness, and out of death into life, Grace

Was to determine their entire course of life. Im it they should"live
and move and have their being,"

To the Romens Paul writes:® "Therefore, being justified by
faith we have peace with God through éur Lord Jesus Chfist; by whom
also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand (eis TV
x-:'(..« TVTy iv 5 ér T~ ¥ <pev ) and rejoice in the hope
of the glory of God,™ The believer moves in an altogether new spiri-
tual atmosphere. He is recomciled to God through Ch#ist. The door

il |

to complete forgiveness has been opened, He is at peace with Ris

loa1. 1,8.

2Lutl'usr, Commentary on Galatians, Edition by Middletvom, p. 43.

snm. 5.1.2-
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Lord ang consequently nothing can harm or alarm him, He is sure that
he is stending in grace before God. As a result,even the tribulations
which come upon Chiistians are a source of rejéiocing, since we know
that these will only “work together for good to them that love God,"

Here agein, as so many times before, Paul can write from per-
sonel experience. He had endured herdships, he had tribulation all
his life; there was given to him a"thorn in the flesh" for whioh he
besought the Lord thrice thet it might be removed, but he wrote to
the Corinthiens; "The Lord said unto me, My grace is suffiocient
for thee ( qf{or-:x? To ¢ 17( X‘lf'-‘ pov ); for My stremgth
is made perfect in weakness.™ Paul was standing in God's grace., He
kmew that he had e gracious Father in heaven who léved him and "whose
évery thought and ection was in his interest." In his very weaknmess
the gracious power of the Lord was given an opportunity to reveal
iteelf in Him. God's grace cen only do good incour behalf. God
oontrols everything;end, since He is the God of grace, we may glory |
in everything that befalls us. We are His ochildren; He is our dear
Father,

Accordingly, Paul learned his lesson, and then in writing to
Timothy he edvises: 2 "Thou, therefore, my son, be strong in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus ( &vdvv <jaov Ev Tq x¢'°
Lute ‘rﬁ Ev Xr; rTe ’Ivroﬁ —————— )5 'Lirfls
ist hier die Gnade, welche an Christus gebunden, weil mit und in
ilm erschienen i:arl:."3 "In der X '[f ‘5 liegt Vergebung, wo wir
fehlen, und Gebe fuer das, was uns fehlt."4 The grace of God in

R

12 Cor. 12.9.
%2 Tim. 2,1,

3crelrner, Woerterbuch, p. 578,

*Beck quoted im Kretzmann, Die Pastoralbriefe.
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Ohrist was to be the sphers, the element im which Timothy was to
have his spirituel beings through it he was to be a staunch defen-
der of the truth end a fearless prescher of the Gospel. He was also
to realize that all his power and strength lay in the grace that God
extended to him. As Gerhard writes; "Eadem gratia, quae nos justi-
ficat, dat nobis spiritum, per quem renovemur."! (The same grace
which justifies us, gives us the Spirit through whom we are remewed.)
So we mention once more what we have emphasized throughout, that

men does nothing toward his justificetion or in his sanctificationj
God does it all. He justifies man end gives him seivation freely
through His saving grace in Chiist,and then He gives men grace to

lead & holy 1ife in proof of his faith and not to merit any reward.

Gnadenausruestung

As long as we keep this in mind that all we do toward the
glory of God end the welfare of our neighbor is all a working of

God's grace in us whioh dogmatiocians call gratia inhserens (indwel-

ling grace) or gratie infusa (infused grace), we will not become |
Proud in the service God performs through us. God does not give |
the same measure of every gift to each individual. His x«'('s

giesT: "7’ f'es 1is poured out in equal measure to all men., There

are no preferred individuals. All have sinned; all need grace; all

ere offered the sbundant riches of God's grmoe. However, after a

person has been led to accept God's saving grace, God gives him

grace to lead a holy life, "Grace in this sense is never set down

in Soripture as the ceuse of man's salvation, never as an auxiliary

of, or preparation for saving grace, but expliecitly excluded as a

ocause." Thig x.cf(o /s , this subjective grace, which works within,

lgerherd, Looi III, p. 510.

zE‘ngelder, Class Notes on Saving Grace, #12.
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shows iteelf in the X 4/(9 ' T p & , the gracious quality in the
believer,

So Paul encourages the Ephesiens to "keep the wumity of the
spirit in the bond of peace" by telling them:l "But unto every one
of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ."
e 52 g‘x.{,--,-:,., N pav edoby x"f" ). Every single
Christian hes received some speeial gift or gifts from God which he
should apply in the interest of the Church., Christ distributes dif-
ferent spiritual gifts to different Christimns; but they all flow
from His grace. "Each gets the grace which Christ has to give, and
each gets it in the proportion in whioh the Giver is pleased to be-
stow it, each getting it from the same hand end with the same pur-
pese."® No Christien is left unregarded, but each is made a parta-
ker of the rich store which Christ has to give. This same point of
& distinction of gifts is mentioned by Paul when he urges the Romans
to the proper use of Gd's gifts of mercy., BHe writes:® "Having,
then, gifts differing ecocording to the‘ grace thac is given ueo us,
(x-zrf'rrt«r.:. K<Tw Tov x¢,r|v Ty Je8sioav Nfpiv
5id ¢ ¢ p< ) whether prophecy let us prophesy according to the

r,
proportion of faith." Here we have the distinotion between xY«pe:rjp«

and <’[o 1§ referred to before. Every Christian has received

same special gift and in the following verses Paul emmerates various

ones and illustrates how these are to be put to proper use, They

all have but one ultimate purpose:s to serve the Lord who gave them.

1Eph. 4. 7.

2Expositor'a Greek Testeament.
3

Rom, 12.6.

I IC= T
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This grace which God bestows upon the Christians is a source
of Joy to Peul and a ceuse of thanksgiving, so he exolaimsst ¥I
thank my Goa always on your bchelf for the grace of God which is
Blven you by Jesus Christ ( ere Ty X"f'f‘ 707 fBeoi 73
599;,’,,‘;} 'V(/47" Ev X(..rrga ’[—7 cov ) that in
everything ye are enriched by Him, in all ubterance and in all know-
ledge.™ These Corinthien Christians had received God's grace as a
free gift in Christ Jesus, and for that Paul is thankful, Un spite
of their many weaknesses, they were yet believers. In the following
Vérses the epostle shows how that grace of God has given practical
evidence of its living power in the hearts of these Christians. Thus
we have seen the power that works all good within ue, It is X"’('s
Beev again with the meaning best expressed by the German word,

Gnadenau srue stung.

Grace of Apostleship

A specialized form of the X ‘lf' ‘s above was given to
the apostles., raul speeks of it in various comnections in his per-
sonal cese. We shall exemine the various passages and see how Paul
treats also this form of grace frmm every angle. In the very opening
verses of his epistle to the Romans Paul speaks of this speaial
1,*-’(0 s, as he identifies himself as a called aposfte of Jesus
Christs 2 "by whom we have received grace and apostleship (d¢ of
“A“’{"’r'—' x-c.’(nv K<) 4Fe rrul.,'v J, for obedience
to the faith among all nations, for His name". Paul makes 1T very

clear that everything has eome from the Lord Jesus Christ. Through

L Cor, 1,4,
zRCIn. 1,5.
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Him he was mede perteker of the grace of God in the Redeemer. He
had received full and complete forgiveness of all his sins, Then
88 & special distinction he received from Jesus the office of apos-
tle. His specialized X .1’,., ‘g was <7 e ¢7TeAds’ for which
he was called end equipped by Christ Himself, Paul refers to it
again in the seme epistle as he instruots and exhorts the Koman

Christiams to a proper use 'of their own individual gifts of grace.

1

He says:~ "For I say, through the grace given untome ( J&yw

‘('\Lr dix T x«I(.roS T Jc&c{r.,s oot )

to every man that is emong you, not to think of himself more highly
than he ought to think." ™Paul speaks through the grace given him
and therefore without ppesumption.“? "The ordinary and extraordinary
gifts which he had thus received qualified him for his duties and
gave euthority to his instruetions, "

Thet this authority was recognized even by the apostles who
hed been in the inmer cirele of the Lord's disciples, Paul shows in
Galatioms, chepter two, verse nine: “And when Jemes, Cephas, and
John, who seemed to be pillars perceived the grace which was given
uto me ( rvo'v Teg TH x«'r,v rov SebsTrdv jpoc )
they gave to me and Barnebas the right hends of fellowship." These
apostles who were recognized by all as the leaders in the Chureh
fully acknowledged Peul es & recipient of the special grace of apos-
vleship, He had received the same gift that they had received; he
Was & co-apostle with them., All the more boldly Paul could now step

forward and do the work designed for him, He oonfesses his boldness
Rom, 12,3,

2Expoaitox35 Greek Testament.

3Ih-c:ﬂ.:zmann, Popular Commentary.
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on the basis of this gift as he writes to the Romsns:: "Nevertheless,
brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as
Putting you in mind because of the grace that is given to me of God

( 4.2 Tav X“’f"" Tov JoBsivTav poe ) thet

I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gemtiles, ministering
the Gospel of God." Paul lkmew that in certein instances he had waxed
bold in writing this epistle, but he kmew it was incumbent upon him
because of the grece of apostleship which had been given him, He was
not proud or wanton but merely doing his duty as an apostle of God.

His modesty and humility is shown when he writes to the Ephe=-

sians: 2

"For this ocause I, Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for
you Gentiles, if ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of
God ( THv olNovojpiav THg ztlfffﬂs o5 feo7 )
which is given to me to you-ward how the. by revelation He made known
unto me the mystery e.... which in other ages was not made known

untoe the sons of men, as it is now sevealed unto His holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit, that the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs,
and of the same body, and partekers of His pramise in Christ by the
Gospel, whereof I was made a minister, aocording to the gift of the
grace of God ( xoT« -,-,.;, J@r&(‘v Ty I"If""’s

Te7 BtolT ) given unto me by tho effectual working of His power,
unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace
given, ( a’l.’9,7 ~ Z':r's «¥ 7% ) that I should
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ."™ This
is one of the most noteworthy passeges in the Pauline op:ll!i“; em-
phasizing the unusual meekness and modesty of the gifted apostte.

reul knew he was an apostle of Christ; he knew the full responsibility

1Rom. 15,15,

2Eph. O, 1-30
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that rested upon his shoulders; he recognized the possibilities that
lay ‘Pﬂgehim; but he realized sbove all that his aposltieship was
complevely a gift of God's grace. Three times he says it in the
Passage quoted above, end in the third instance he shows his true deep
modesty most clearly. Some oritics claim thet Paul here manifests
false modesty. .hat is not the oase, beoause Wwe have seen previously
that raul clearly recognised and used the important status he held
because of hig offioes Here he merely repeats what he always felt,
nemely, that God's grace was bounteously showered upon him, rhe fact
that he should be the apostle chosen to bring the_Gospel of Christ
to the Gentiles overwhelmed him as an evidence of God's inmerited
grace. God had aiready blessed him wondrously with His grace by
turning him frmm the paths of darkness to the way of 1ife, but then
also to have bestowed upon him the special gift of apostleship ex-
oited him to ocontinual humility but at the same time to oontimual
thanksgiving,

To show that Paul knew the possibllities invested in his offioce.
We quote from his first mpistle to the cor.i.nthianssl "Aocording
%o the grace of God which is given unto me, (x<«T% Tav l.{r.u Tev
8eov 'r->\)v §oberady prec ) 8s & wWise master builder, I have laid
the foundation, and another buildeth thereon.™ While the grace of God
was given to all Christians in a speoial manner, (each had his special
X 4'(-. T , & gift of God's 1"/["' 3 ), Paul had received
& very singular gift, the grace of apostleship, With this grace he
had the ability to build the Church in various cities. He was an
apostles The Lord by His grace had made hima wise apestle, endowed

with most extraordinary gifts to make him a wise master builder,

11 Cor. 3,10,
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He went ahead; others followed., He laid the foundatiom upon which
others built., However, he realized that everything he soccomplished
Was & gift of grace from Him upon whom he built the Church, namely,
Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world. Paul was sn apostle but

entirely by the grace of God, And he knew and confessed it,

Grace of Liberality

In this connection we speek of liberality as due to the ape-
ration of y«p1s #¢oT ., Paul had been overwhelmed at the
liberality manifested by the Macedonian Christians, He wanted the
Corinthians to do equally well, so he wrote them: ™Moreover, breth-
ren, we do you, to wit, of the grase of God ( D'vwftljo'&tv Je
Vv -c’fe/\fo). Ty v /(q’/.,f 747 Beos — ) be-
stowed on the churches:of Maoedonia.'l; - x-"('s herse refers
to the special grace of liberality in giving whioh was bestowed upon
and exhibited in the churches of Mackdonia. However, Paul points
out immediateély that these people of Macedonia were naturally no
more inclined to good workd than other men., It was the grace of
God, as he expressly says, which emlarged their hearts. "For Chris-
tians to help eachother, to commnicate to the needy, is not an
evidence of unusual liberelity, as a special merit of which they may
boast, but it is the work of God's grace, a grace for which all
Christians and all Christian oongregations should seek and beg in
honest Pl‘aqyer.“2 Hodge makes a general statement in referemnce to
this verse which applies to x-(’/- +s @always inasmuch as it is

the motive for sanctifioation. He says: "The sacred writers con-

R

12 Cor. 8’1.

“Kretzmann, Popular Commentary, New Testament, Vol II, p. 201,
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a stantly recognize the faot that th. freest and most spontaneous acts

of men, their inward states, when good, are due to the seoret influence

of the Spirit of God, which eludes eur consoiousness. The believer

is most truly self-determined, when determined by the grace of God."l
Paul further describes how wholeheartedly these Macedonians

gave. They begged the apostle to let them give. They wanted to

help the needy brethren. They placed themselves with all thaet they

had at the disposal of God end the apostle. Paul tells this with a

Purpose., He wants to arouse the Corinthians. Consequently, he adds:

"Insomush that we desired Titus, as he had begun, so he would also
finish in you the same grace also, ( {ve ----- oly'rws K 2

2
eriT g ) c’r':, ey Vs K<Y Tav x.q/r.,v T<«vVTmv ). There-
fore, as ye abound in everything, in faith, and utterance, and

knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to.us, see that

-

E ye abound in this grace also, ( (v« Ke<i £v T« u’rn Ty
1"//' (Tt Tf/o; roe u’-7 Te NS
Some exegetes make xdlfv ‘5 mean "good work" here; but it
is better to take it as meaning "the motive for the good work of
giving." This is shown especially by the context. It is put on a
par with many ocher gifts of grace which are found in Cpristians.
Paul mentions these and says he is glad they abound in all these
and then wishes that they would abound in this grace of giving also.
Titus, who had begun the work in Achaia, was to came to them to

further this graoce among themes That is a worthwhile thought that

even the desire to give is due to the operation of God's grace in us.
Liberality is a h 4 dl(aas given by God, And as Dr, Kretzmann ob-
serves: "The gift of Christian liberality does not belong to the
special graces of the spostolic age, but mgy be obtained by earmest
! === Tebves

1
Hodge, Second Bpistle to the Corinthians, p. 192.

N —
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application to the Word of God and by prnyor."l
Alms

Paul, having given the necessary encouragement and information
ebout the colleotion, now recommends Tstus to them and also the man
(some say it was Luke, others say it was Trophimus) who would came
along. In telling about this he uses xq',(or,; in another semnse,
We read: ™ie havesent with him the brother .... who was also chésen
of the churches to travel with us with thi; grace (¢'v 75 x«lf,rc
Tev'r pe] ) which is administered by us to the glory of the same
Lord and declaration of your ready m.’md."2 There is same dispute
a8 to the preposition with X 4'(- +7v here, Codices B C P have
v ,but SDEGEKLhave ¢vr , De Wette says: " evv : 'mit
dieser Liebesgabe.' Aber B C 6., 10, 17, all, Vulg. all. Lolm. Rok.
Mey., lesen &v » was warscheinlich durch jenes v falsah glossirt
worden ist, also: 'in diesem Liebeswerke'.™ The Expositor's Greek

Testament offers a good paraphrase thus: "in the matter of this grace,
this contribution of money." X -t’(o 1 § here denotes the gift,
which is shown by the following clause in which Paul speaks of its
disposal, Paul emphasizes here that this will also redound to the
glory of God, as he emphasized before that it was the gift of God
that made them liberal.

X -t/f rs oocours in this same sense in Paul's first epistle
to the Corinthians. In his closing remarks of that epistle he says:

"Ard when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them

1Krotmann, Popular Commentary, Vol. II, New Testement, p. 202,

25 Core 8,19.

®De Wette, Briefe an die Corinther, p. 227.




- 5b =

will I send to bring your liberality ( a7 ¢ v ey Ke1v 7‘7"’

) unto Jerusalem."l This was written

4 ¢
X€p1V vpdv
in reference to the same colleetion of which we have been speaking, I%
is interesting to see that in this meaning of "aims"™ or "bounty",

)4 "/'0 . ocours in a very special gense, inasmuch as it does not
point t. anything which comes from God but which man comtributes. Of

Gousse, the urge and willingness to donate these alms, the grace of

liberality, is the gift of God.
All Gifts

In a very enthusiastiec manner Paul urged the Cprinthians to
give and to give liberally, As a final admonition and encouragement
he says: ™God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all
grace abound toward you ( Suv «TeT dé o Beos Tacauv
X_"’(M\' T"Cftfﬂ'el:'-"d-t. ",S 15/4.-?.5 - )3 that ye,
always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good
work."® God is powerful to make "all grece® ( 7« e« v X."’f . )
every gift, temporal as wellras spiritual "abound unto you."™ The
little or much that they give, God oen restore to them hundredfold.
"The might and power of God is such as to make it en easy matter for
Him to bless them with every gift, both temporal and spiritual, in
rich measure. And the result will naturally be that they, having
always all suffioienoy, would sbound unto every good work,"™ God
cen give us. anything and everything.

11 cor. 1s,3.
2‘4 Cor, 9,7.8.

slretzmann, Popular Commentary, New Testamenmt, Vol. II, p. 207.
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CHAPTER FOUR

In this ochapter we shall consider a use of 14;’ ‘s whioh 1is
Very common in profane Greek, and occurs in that use in meany other
~ languages. the best translation of it in such instences is "thanks".
Robingon points out how a transiation of Z-(,(a 's 48 used thus in
other languages: "We say grace after meals'. Latin: 'gratias habere

alioui.' Fremch: 'gréces!, i.e, 'gratitude, chanks®. "t

X d.,’o (T
Paul uses the word x-((o /s algo in this semse of “"gratitude,
thanks", Writing to the Corinthians he says: "For if I by grace be
&Pl-!"clker ( é: LJJ(-(\J x“’f,-r,_ ,‘_c’—"x” ), ﬂiymIOTi].
spoken of for. that for which I give thenkd?"“ Preuschen-Bauer trane-

‘lete "in Denkbsrkeit". The Expositor's Greek New Testament: "The

bare -t’(o «T¢ can searcely mean here 'by the grace of God' -
especially in view of £u y « preT @ " Paul is speaking of
eating sacrificiel meat. He says if amny Christian were inviged by

& non-Cyristien and it were told him sacrificial meat was being served,
ths Christian should not eat. He should not give offemce to & weak
brother, Consequently, he should not offer a prayer of thanks at

such e meal, beceuse it might be regarded as hypoorisy. Thus x‘;’ el
is best translated "with tha:iksg:lviﬁg'he“-

/ v
x«.r:v exuv

The usual phrase in which X"f'i ocours as m-aning “thanks"

is x-tl( v 'Enl" v STrviE e« Paul uses it thms im his pastoral

lRobinson, Lexicon of the New Testament.

2ICor. 10,350,
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epistles. In writing to Timothy he expresses the gratitude in his
hearts "And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, ( X“,(“ v e‘:t w
T v fuv-:luafr-.wrr.' Qe K(,r'rc?a 7410'03 T
xlfr”;:) 4 po@v ) who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faith-
ful putting me into the ministry.'l

Peul uses the phrase again in his second epistle to Timothy:
"I thenk God ( 7{_",(““ iyw 73 Ued ) ..., vhon I call to rememp
brance the unfeigned faith that is in thee.*? Paml almjra begins
his epistles with a note of praise and thanksgiving but he usually
uses the word ¢ v‘x «f cr7& + ™it Betonung steht X¢,(° ' v
e“xw statt des gewoehnlichen &v x-c(., 7w o Gerade miv Ab-
sicht auf Timotheus konnte er nicht anders, als dem liesben Gott Dank
derbringen, In seinem Lieblingsschueler waren seine Wuensche und
Haffmungen mehr.als erfuellt." Paul tekes no oredit but thanks

God for the faith and faithfulness of Timothy.,
/ - -
xar 1§ TW 9 tw

Peul hes a cheracteristic form also for expressing thanks. He
uses the simple phrase: x-((rrs Tw 942‘5 . He wittes to the
Romens: "I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord."™ There is some
dispute whether Paul used the term cv'x < p ;T a8 B AKL
have it or X"(’ 'y T® 8 €@ ag B W and many minor ones have.

Expositor's Greek Testament says x-;(o s Ty Pe> "is the reading

adopted in all the eritical editions as the one from which the variants
are most easily deduced." Paul has just expressed a lamging for de-

liverance. The longed for deliverance is achieved and God deserves

11 mim. 1,12

29 Tim. 1,3.

sKretzmann, Die Pastpralbriefe, p. 197.
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the thanks. "Ein Christ soll also bei:seinem gegenwaertigen Suenden-
Jemmer nie vergessen, was er als Christ ist und hat, und Gott. danken
durch Jesum Christum, unsern Herrm, dem er diesen seinen gegenwaertigem,
immerhin so seligmn Christenstand vordenkt."t

Paul finds éccasion to thenk God for the faith of his readers.
He writes: "But God be thanked ( X.",f" s e g s )
that ye were the servents of sin, but ye have obeged from the heart
that form of doctrine which was delivered wou.,"? These Roman Chris-
tians had accepted the Gpspel in all sincerity. They believed the
doctrine that had been delivered to them. But this faith is a gift
of God, for which all thanks end preaise must be given to God, and to
Him alone,

In the glorious "resurrecktion chapter™ of the first epistle
to the Corinthiens, Paul exultamtly exclaims: "But thanks be to
God ( +2 J¢ Ag;; X""f’ 15 ) which giveth us the viotory through
our Lord Jesus Christ."® Paul with his firm Christian assurance
can defy death and hell, He is a victor over sin, death, and the
devil; but only because Christ gained the vietory. Therefore,

x"'f ‘s T¢ Oed |, to God, the suthor of salvation, all thanks
are due,

Paul bursts out into a characteristic doxology in his second
epistle to the Corinthians: "Now thanks be unto God (7% J¢ BOio
X_",f /s ), which always causeth us to triumph in Ghric'b."4 Paul's
thenks ere given to God because, as he says, “we are unto God a sweet
savor of Christ." God is the cause of his triumph and the cause of
his success; so He must be given thanks,

Again in this seme epistle Paul offers thanks to God as he

IStOeokhs.rdt, Commenter ueber Pauli Brief an die Roemer, p. 347

2R°m. 6‘ 17.

83 GCor. 15,576

42 cor. 2,14.
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7
commends Titus to the Corinthiens: "But thanks be to God ( XS as
¢ 15 bea ) whioh put the same earmest care into the heart

of Titus for you.“l

The object of the visit of T{tus of which Paul

writes was to bring to an end the collection for the poor, which was

referred to previously. Titus had as much zeal in the matter as

Paul, and therefore,the apostle thanks God who put this “earnest

care" for them into the heart of Titus., The zeal which Titus felt

Toward the Corinthians "was the sponteanéous effusion of his own heart

and was an index and element of his character. Yet God put that

zeal into his heart, This is not a figure of speech, It was s simple

and serious truth, a ground of solemn thanksgiving to God. ™2
Then in the ninth chapter of this same epistle, after Paul

hes reminded the Corinthians of the blessings involved in liberal

giving both for givers and recipients, we have a wonderful exclama-

tion of thanksgiving: "Thanks be unto God, for his unspeskable gift,™

( X"‘,F'S TS Oew EF ¢ TH a('vucf:-qa—o)'rag av7To v

Sw‘o ¢eg ). Here Paul cen only refer to that one great, supreme

all-comprehending gift: God's Bon, our Saviors Seme would refer

it to the offering, buv Paul's language is too strong for that,

Paul considers the fruits of the Gospel in Corinth and thinks of the

fact that all this would not havé occurred, if God had not given His

V4
only-begotten Son to redeem the worlds So he exolaims: Xq.'{a ‘s

7 O

Pagsages in Dispute

Two passeges remain to be digcussed. In one the word is

12 Cor. 8,16,

2Hodge, Exposition of II Corinthiens, p. 207.
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doubtful, in the other the meaning is disputed.
The first is 2 Corinthians 1,15¢ "And in vhis confidence I

was minded to come unto you before, thut ye might have a second be-

/

nefit," ( (v X;u-rc'fa.(.« X*prv 5")!—»,75. — NE
Th-ere is doubt cuncerning the word X 0(’,9 +v here. XACDE

G K have x-t"o 1v o, but X"B L P have xt‘o;- v e« ™Chrysostom
adopts X a(/(a s » but expleins it as X« ‘oé 3 Theodoret
adoptas X % (a-i , but explains it as human xdf,o rs s Which
in the New Testament is not probable, X< «v 1is perhaps

4
better than X « [o IV .“1 The Expositor's Greek Testament re-

tains x.{ e e Westecott-Hort adopt the reading xdlo-:v} and
Nestle adopts 7(-"‘/(' v e Sghaff-Lange accepts xdlf v o

No matver which reading is adopted, it undoubtedly refers to Paul's
socond visit to the Corinthians which he had planned to make.

That would, of couree, be a joy to the Corinchians, but it
seems as though raul's visit. would mean more to them than a mere
cause for joye. It would be a blessinge Every visit he might make
to then would be the occasion of many bBlessings and would manifest
the divine favor toward them, Had he visited them & second time,
his presence with them would have been a second grace, S0 We accept
the reeding x atlfo v and give it the meaning of "blessing,

favor™ heree

The other pessage is Colossians 5,163 "Let the TWord of Christ
dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord.," ( ¢v xg'e (T :‘“[“'T"-S Ev Tl

K'I’fslldts vpdv 16 bl ) In this passage the word

llnternationa.l Critical Commentary, II Core., Pe. 82.
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is definitely xX 0(’(0 (73 , but what does x.(,f +s mean in this
oonnection? The meaning of "sweetness or acceptablemess" is ruled
out by the emphatioc position of x.(’f +s and the phrase 7 <o

b4 ‘?’ e TIn conformity with the connegtion assigned to év ﬂ’d’fﬁ
Topiw, v (1§) xdpiTc 1s to be Joined to what follows.™
Luther tukes it with TrevpaTiKaig @ J«Tg and takes ;(4/,";
in the sense of “sweetness™. He trenslates: "mit geistlichen, lieb-
lichen Liedern." That seems an unlikely interpretation, especially
8ince then the phrese &v TaTg K« P 5wy is hard to
explain, However, Bengel aiso takes it thus and refers to Ps. 45,3
&8 a parellel passage,

Meyer, Alford, Ellicott, and Lightfoot adopt the meaning “divine
grace", while Anselm, De Wette, Bleek, and Soden translate "with
thankfulness", Preusohen-Bnuer.: "in deankerfuellter Gesinmung."” EKret-
zmenn: “They should sing with grace. The mercy of God is the theme
of their grateful singing, of their contimious thanksgiving, even
when not e word is spoken.® Mezger has probably the best and most
oomprehensive explamation: "In der Gnade sollen die Christen singen.
,/‘4 6 Jeiv Bv Tive heisst, wie v, Hofmann ausfuehrt, etwas
gesingen, von etwas singen. Chrisven sollen singen in 1hre_n Liedern
von der Gnade Gottes. Das ist das Thema, das immer wiederkehrt in
mennigfachen Wendungen - die Gnade Gottes, Davon ist das Herz der
Christen woll, davon fliesst ihr Mund ueber, davon singen und sagen
sie am liebsten."? 1In that sense it also fits very well as the last
passage to be considered in this paper. As Stoeckhardt says: “So

haben wir stoff und Ursache, lebenslaenglich von der Gnade Gottes

lInternational Critical Cammentary.

“Homiletic Magazine, Vol., 30, p. 46,
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zu predigen, ja, von der (Gnade des Herrm zu singen mglioh."l

Conclusion

We have considered every passage in which X cc,(o +§ oocecurs
in the Pemline Epistles, as far as could be ascertained through the
use of lexioons and concordances., e have attempted to present clearly
and eorrectly the use of Xd’{o ¢ 1in each instance of its occurrence
in these epistles. The many -fa.lae conceptions of Y 4’(0 5 G have
only been alluded to as flar as it was necessary. It is quite natural
that all the erroneous views could not be listed beceuse that would
lead us too far afield. We would have to treat the erroneous views
conocerning the meaning of grace, the universality of grace, the
absoluteness of grace, and the efficacy of grace. However, we huve
shown the positive, correct Pauline use of KdI{o + § and have found
that saving grace exoludes everything in man and consikts solely in
God's love for us through Christ; and the grace that God gives us |
to 1l.ad a holy life is not saving grace and is never said to be by
Paule The Pauline use of xd’(: +§ 1s predominantly that of X.“’f rs
TCwT 'v)/(, tog , 8@nd thot he snuws vo be our only hope of salvation.
He also uses xc('f» +s 1in the general sense of "oharm™ and as "bene-
faction™ and as "thunks” but never then &s a cause of our salvation.

This true note of Penline theology was fully discovered by
Luther. So he said already in his Nifity-five Theses: "The true
treasure offthe Church is the holy Gospel of the glory and grace of
God." (Thesis 62)2 This formed the burden of all his teaching, as

it is the heart of the Pauline Epistles and ef all Soripture, "He

11 ehre und Wehre, Vol. XXI, p. 134.
2

Americen Lutheran Almanac, 1901, p. 20
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taught salvation by grace alone, salvation in every respect, from
beginning to end. All theological thoughts of the Reformation had

but one source: sola gratia. We love the word and pronounce it at
every step of our salvation.™ "Rurg, der im Evangelium ausgesprochene
gratuitus Dei favor propter Christum ist der unbewsgliche Gnaden-
himmel, der ueber die christliche Kirche susgespannt ist und unter

dem die Christen durch den Glauben wohnen und wirkem, Durch das
Angochauen dieses Gnadenhimmels entsteht der Glaube, wird der Glaube
erhalten und ist der Glaube 'ein lebendig, schaeftig, taetig, maechtig
Ding'".z The Lutheran Church accepts no compromise on the dooctrine

of grace as taught in the Pmuline Epistles. ™Deshalb soll, ob Gott
will, mein Kopf haerter sein als der Kopf aller Mensechen. Hier

will ioh hart sein und euch fuer hart gehalten werdens hier fuehre

iech den Wahlspruch: Ich weiche niemand und freue mich von Herzenm,

dass ich in dieser 8ache sufruehrerisch und hartnaeckig genamnt werde.
Hier bekenne ich oeffentlich, dass ich hart sei und hart sein wolle
und nicht ein Haarbreit weichen werdo."3 As Paul tsught by divine
inspiration, as Luther taught on the basis of Paul's inspired epistles,
80 the Lutheran Chureh teaches today. "!'Salvation unto us has come

by God's free grece and favor' - we cannot keep that song locked up

in our heartse The earth must be filled with the padlm of sola gratia,

gratia universalis."

lrour Bundred Years, pe. 104

%pieper, Christliche Dogmetik, Vol. II, ps 13f.
3Luther IX, 139
4

Engelder, Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol, VII, No.l, p. 3.
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