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THE DETTY OF GeMIST ACCOMDING TO HE EPISTLE TO TiE AEBREWS

Iatroduotion

The Epistle to the Hebrews 1s ono of the most wnique smd interestiamg books
of the inspired comom of the Few Testement, and certeinly ome of the richest ia
fostriml context., Bocsuse it is suck an ocutstanding book, both ss to its theo-
logicel import smé es to its clessical and ulhrg 1literary style, it is all
the nore stronge thet the outhorship of the Epimtle hes remainmed shrouded in
mystery, J-'mo:c tho npmes montionsd ns the possible author have been those of
Inke, Brrnebes, Cloment of Alexaniria, Apollos, Silvemus, L.q,u:l.h and Priscills,
axd espocially Peul, The Peuline cuthorship, howevor, is romdcred quite impro-
bable by the followisz considerations: 1. The style is totally éifferent from
" that of Paul's epistlos; the E.istlo to Lobrews is ¢ifficult both linguistically
and synbolically. 2. The Epistle to the Xobrews quotes the IXK, while Paul al-
ways quotos or:translates directly from the origimsl. 3. The comperisom of Eob-
revs 2,3, viere the writor ssys thot the salvation spokem of by the Lord “wes
_ cenfirmed wato us by thom thet hoors his", with Calatiems 1,12,17, vhere Psul
exprossly stetos: ™For I moither recoived it (the Uospel) of sny men, neither
wie I teught it, tut by the roveletiom of Jesus Christ,...Neithor ~ont I uwp to
Joeruselom to thom which were apostles befors me; But I went into Arsbia, and
-roturaed egein umto Demnzcus.™

Although it is unlikely, in view of the above nontioned considerations, thus
the Epistle ves writton by Psul, yet the suthor was certeinly a mexber of Paul's.
izzer circle, as is ovideat both from intormal amd exteramal euunnttqnth
remrd tho the lettor. But the suthorsaip of the Epistle 1s met of persnoust
ixportemce for either the proper estimation or understanding thereof, and we
may well share the seltizont to md-m. glves expressiom: "We may therefore
rest content that the of the writor should remain unkuowa, endé oven fiuwi a




cortein satisfoction im tho reflection thet amomymity is a mot iaconzruous
ettribute of a writing which begins by virtuslly proclsimisz God to be the
only Speskor in Scripture sné Josus Christ to bo the ome Spenker-of God's

fizsl revelation to mon."

The title and the contonts of the Epistle prove thrt the adérossees were
Jevish Christions, end the emphasis placed on the temple worship poimts to the
fact thet thoy wore residents of l’nhs_t:l.n, especielly of Jerusalem. The letter
constitutes e werning to the Jowish Christiens to romain sterdfast im their ai-
keremce to Chri:t, anmid rll the vicissituies of 1ifo. They should mot relapse
into their formor mode of worship, msturelly meemingful and desr to thon s 1t
weg, for Christ is tho fulfilnent of the OLé -iestnmgt syabolisnm, sné the new
covement ig s.perior to the old. Tho Epistle was probebly writtea fronm Itely
about 66 £:D., with 68 sz the tornlmms ad guem, simce later than thet the tazple

vworship was 1no longer in proctice.

The Epistle is a veritablo compendium of Christology, ull.':::ty of Christ
is sxexaf tho prodominant fesdure. r-'hlt;h the Epistle presents; Indced, this
the=e runs like a goldon throad throughout the estire letter. The oterasl Somn,
the izcrrante -Ruaeemor, the grort Niigh Priest, scated at the rizht hand of the
!.-b.iu.ty on hizh io the cxelted Subjooct to vhon the entire bdook is dediceted,

It would bo ¢ifficult to find a more comprehonsive or more comviacing errsy of
testimony to Xis Doity then thet which thie Epistle presents.

It is to thiz momentous and @i.;l-ﬁéﬁlon topic of the Deity of Christ
a8 prosented in tho Eplstle to Iobrows that the present essay is devoted. In
the trestmont of this subjoot, we shall éiscuss the dootrizsl portiom of the
Epistle in its oxntirety, but we shall mot exter into a consideration of the
hortotory soctions, since these do mot fall within the scope of this essay.

Ve submlt that the Deity of Christ, as presexted ia this Epistle, 1s
proved: I. iis preeminent position as the lisdiator of Re t1 II. By

Eig divins work of Atonoment as the t Priest _




ZART ONE
TIE TEITY OF CKRIST PROVSD BY WIS PREELIEENT POSITION AS TiE MEDIATOR OF REVELATION

I, THE ETERNAL SON
L The profundity and sublimity of tho oxalted subjoct upon which

% thoe author intonds tg instruct his roaders i.l.l evidext fron the very
outdot of the letter, The apostle does not begin with the the cus-
tomary epistolary introfuction, bnt irmesiately plunzes im mediss res, opsning
his discourse with n nejestically irpressive and rhythmicelly rounded pciod, vhich
eomprohends all the mein thoughts of the Epistle, kIt iz, so to sperk, the portiee
of sn suguet torplo, its weighty cleusos being » row of strtely ornementel pillers
supportging the roof. This temple front hes =n inposing mspect. It fills the =imd
with swe, nné¢ éisposes one to enmter the sacred edifice in religious sileace™
(Bruce, :.26).

With tolling forco the suthor bogzlus by coatrastizg tho revelation of God
through the prophets of old with His mew and nore excelleat revelation through
His Sons "€od, who ot sundry tines end in divers mammers spake in tize past unto
the fatkors by (in) tho prophots, Hath in these last days ‘spokea wxto us by His
Son,"™

The rovelation which Goé izparted in former tires (PAIAI), mmely, in the
01¢ Testenont ora, wrg given "t sundry times end in divcrs mamers,™ POLYIERTS
KAI POLYTROPS, It was not given im conplete form at ome .ti.mo. tut plece=sel,
to varicus infividusls and at verious times during the course of the 01 esterment
history. ioreovor, CoZ :w:_n:-le knova Nis VWord to the fathers in various forms a=n’
=ofes of revelstion, Homce, the f.thers ¢1¢ mot receive the rovelation of Goi in
its entirety, tut thoir mowledge aud umdorstanding of the plam of God and of the
ooning of the ilesscish pro:rossed and bocane clvaror im proportion to the oxtexnt
oad mennor in vhich God rovoaled His will, As one commontator has vory strikiagiy
declered; “-'.I.‘ha/wcro liko mon listering to a clock striking, alwrys gotting mecarer

the truth, but obliged to wait until the vhole was hoard."



15!.."01', we are told thet God spoke mto the fothors "hy (or ™in=) the
prophets,™ EN TOIS PROPHITAIS., God did mot spesk to His poople immedistely, Wut
through the nmediun of tho prophets, The author vory evidextly does mot here use
the term "prophets™ in the marrower semse of the word, but rathor includes the
vhole body of Olé Tostoment rovelation. The imspircd writers of the Old Testsncat
Seriptures were Goé¢'s mouthpioco oné instrumemts, inm and through whon God Epoke
mto the frthors,

Now, the oldon roveletion fere not be disperrged or Belittled. It wrs iadeed
the reveleti'm of God Himself; the Old Tostamemt Soriptures are infeed tha verialy
ingpireé Wors of the Lord; they heve indeeod fornmed a saimtery and indispensable
rert of the pllrrise coonomy of God., This mmch cexmot and dere mot o demled.

But in comperison with the new ravolstion which Cod has grented throuzh His
Son, they epre as thio pole light of the moon when compered with the glorious and
reélent drightness of the sun,

Thorefore, after d&ﬁiﬁhﬁm tho roevelation of "tige past,™ the author de-
cleres by wey of “controst:s "God...hath in these last deys sjyoken umto us by His
Son" At once tho:suporlority of tho mew revelation bocomes ovidoat. hereas
tho 018 Testement rocvoletion wos menifold and veriogated im fora and mature, the
revelation which God hes givon to men ™in these last dsys,™ EP' ESCHATWN TN
HEMERVH, momely, in the Yew Testamont ers, is a unit. For, imstesd of speaking
wnto us by the prophets, es He did of old, God has now spoken unto ns Wy His Sem,
EN EYIV, The Sok is regerded as the enly speeker of the mew dispensation; the
epostles who wrote the inspired beoks of tho New Testsment cexon rre reslly ozly

witnesces, only echoos of His velce, 5

The appelletion "Son,™ uscd hore without the article (as BAR in Pseln 2,12),
has the force of a proper nemes, sigmifying Jesus Ckrist, the lodistor of t:e New

Testament, cp. Hew, 7,28.



The fect thet the now roveleiion e been imperted through the Som serves to
exmphasise its tramscendont suporierity. To Be sure, it is only the Som who can be
the Zodiator of a porfect, complete revelation. ind in speaking through Eis Som,
the Fethor has invested lils Vord with full suthority. vhea the Soa has spoken,

% more remeins to bo sald. "lio man hath secn God at smy time; tho ouly-Bogotton
Sen, vikich is in the bosen of the Fathor, He hath declarcd Ein," John 1,18.

Hoving stetod the foot thet CGod's revelation im these lest days hec boen
Eiven througzh His Son, the imspired writor goos on, in vv.2 end 3, to proseat s
dotalled feseription of thet Som. And this description,is so clesr, so winists-
keble, so positive, oo oon?rchons!."va in 1ts declerstion of the Doitysd of Christ,
thet if ~e hré no other infornrtion corncorning His porson and work then this, this
dercription elone would sufflco to convirce us beyond sll shrdow of doudbt that
Jesus Christ is the true, rlnighty, oternal dod,

It is first steteé that God hes eppointod His Son te be ™tho heir of all
thingew, HOI ETHEKE KLERONCLON PANTVH, Indoed, théz 'i‘"o:ti'tmtion, wSon", at once
sugsests the idos of “hoir," for EYIOS rnd KLERONOKDS ere kihired motioms. Jozus
Chiist is Loré by right of hercdity; indecd, the heirship of ell thiags implies
that all things oxist for tho heir., As Psalm 2 informs us, the lordship over the
throefoléd kingdon of power, grece ond glory hss been bequeathod by the Fether unte
the Son os an otermel inheritence, i':éi.;oor positive, Zo be surs, for tho Beity of
Christy ™ |

And His Dolty is further stressed by the second cleuse: "By whom also Ee
nede the worlds,” DI' HOU EAT TOUS ALWIAS EPOIESEN, The tern AIUNAS literslly
neanE "egos" - oné thig brings out the etermel pover of Jesus Christ all the =ore
eharl,:' vlle nede the egesi™ Ve erc ot once rerinded, of course, of the parallel
steterents, Jokn 1,2: ™ill things wore mede by Him (the ord), and without Hinm
was not amything nede that wes nede,™ ané Col.t,16: ™By Hia (the Son) wore all




things crented, thet ero in hosver, end thot sre In esrth, visible end invisidle,
vhether they he thrones, er édominions, er primcipslitier or powers; ell things
wero crerted By Him end for Iiim,” He who hos baen appointod Heir of all things
is the etornal isdiator of crertiom. Tho wmivorse c:ms into existonce only througa
the ereatlwkctivity of Josus Christ, Csn Ho be snything less then God?
The epostle contimocs in His description of th divine Chriut By saying that
He is "the ¥rightness of His glory™, APAUGASIA TES DOXES, and "“the oxpross ircnge
of Eis person CHARAKZER ES HYPOSTASENS AUZOU. We could scarcely cemceive of a
more striking portrayal of the relationship uuthg_ sotween Christ and His Father.
In colling the Son APLUGASIA, the writer signifies the Brightress glven forth
by & shining ovject, which wc might render es "effulgence™ or "eradiatioa" of the
glory of Goé, It is thic conception of the Sen's rall;tionship to Cod vi:ich
erlled forth the Hicene Crecd's dosignetion of Christ as "Light of Light,™ PHIS
EK PETT0S, lio indeed is "the true Light, which lighteth overy msm that cometh
into the -orld," Johm %,7. ,nd beceuse Chrizt ir the e“fulgence of CGod's glory,
it follows thet He rmmst be consubstentiel with tho Fether, sirce that which ome-
zstes from light zust itself hrve tho zature of light. The relation betwoen Gos
the Fethor end (od the Som is siailer to the rolation hetween the sun and the sua-

the 'bri..ghtmss vhich 1s:zues froa hiji, so we camnot sec the Father without the
Only=-segotton Son. .

To make sure that there can b no guestion as to %& divine rolationship
between Frtheor and s.an, the suthor olso describes Christhs "the express imrge of
Hig pergon," CHARAKTER/TES HYPOSTASEWS AUOU, CHARAKTER is thet vhich nskes e
mrk or impression, honcc also the irpression itself; it is ﬂ:ﬂlfzt:ti%‘:::;np?
lute pijilerity, or as the A.V. renders it, "expross irnge,”y He 1e the exsct
irpression of CGod's porcon, HYPOSTASIS, i.e,, Hir essence, mature (literally,

|
|
light, cnd tkis loads von Gerloch to conclude: ™iAs we csauot see the sun without
|
|

mgubstoncem), He is identicel with the Fether as to essence and natura., In



erlling Christ "the effulpence of Cod's glory™ and ™the express image of His

versox™, the holy writer presents in terms vhich rre orystel-clear the divime

fruth thet Christ en® God ere gne, ond thereby ennbles us the Better to perceive

the import of Christ's strtoment to Philip: "He that hoth seen hath seen the

Fother ™ (John 14,9). ’ '
Since Christ is CGod, 1t is quite logicol that the suthor should dcolare of

Hiz thet "Ho upholds all thingzs by the word of His power,™ PEERIR TA PANTL 5

RELPT TES DYWLIRGS AUTOU, Hot only wes the world originally created through

Hs instrumentality, dut its governmeat is still cerried on through His media-

tion, The destiny of tho entire universe rosts upon Him. He directs all thinzs

¥y the more utterence of His divine will, For did He rolinguish Kis divine func-

tion of preservirg the universe furing His sojourn here on eerth, when Ho hed

teken wpon Hynself the form of a servent, for ss the unique God-man He roteinod

the full nover of His ¢ivine nature even vhile suffering the deepest huniliation.
In thie connection, the spostle noxt states thet Christ by Hinself purged

our ging,™ DI' ESAUTOU EATUARISHON POIESALENOS TWH HALARTIVN HELUN, Conserning

thpi:i;udﬂcant use of the nmifdle voice in the perticiple POISSALEECS, Delitszsch

writes (I,54): “This designatés the sct of cleansing ss omo specielly snd properly

belonging to the Son, s notion furthor oxpressed by DI' ESLUTOY, Tho sot was done

by Ein, not through the instrumentelity of amy outward moans, but by interposition

and within tho sphore of His owny personality.” ‘In sccomplishing the purificction

of our sins, Christ porforned a priestly act, and this act wes of absolute wvalidity,

for He, tho elmighty Son, purgod our sins ky Hinself, And this divine work of

Christ ir blotting out 2ll our Eins by His own atoning secrifice 1s of such stm- Pz,

pandens megnitude en? inportsncc thet the muthor devotos e lengthy section of his

Epistle (4,14 - 10,18) to rn exhsustive discussion of this very matter,



Beceuse Christts purificetion of our sins wes of such infinite worth} dod
"highly exalted #im,™ which the holy writer hore desoribes in the words, "He set
doma on tho risht ksns of mejesty on high EKATHISEN EN DEXTA TS MECALISYRES
EN EYPSEIOIS, Sitting on the risht hend of God is of course to o unferstood
1llocelly; it 1s tho femilrr Seriptural exprosciorn used to denoto the supreme
followship of ghonor end cominion which Chrict ppssesses in relation to the Fa-
thor, op. Rod.8,34; Eph.t,20; Col.3,i. Soated at the right hozd of the Fothor,
the Loré Jesus cxcroises thet sllulzhty powor vhich bolongs to Eis éivine oszerce,
and also perforns His mediatoriel work in behalf of those whose sins He has ;:!rpl.

The curmletive testinony to the :I'n:lty.ot our Savior which the holy writer
presents in this section is s0 comvincing thet it mast dispel every vostize of
doudt as to tho frot that Jesus Christ 1s God Almighty, And Bocsuse, 25 these
versos steto, Ho 1s the leir of cll things, the Creator of the fiorld, the wright-
ness of GCod's glory ond tho express dmege of His persoan, the ommipotent Procerver
of the universe, the Refeemor fronm sih, snd the exeltod Soh, seated at the right
hand of pover - fle ig also precminently quelified to be the perfocct end finel
Esdistor of Cod's revolstion to mem, o Medietor imfimitely superior to the pro-
phets of the Ol Tamtement ere,

Hrving ostablished tke Deity of Christ beyond all contravention, the
%.m._:—& outhor now poocoeds very skilfully to wecve a new thone into the old,
Angels -o:-.clud:ln.g His longz introductory sentence with the declarstion that

Christ, highly oxalted By God, is "mrde so mmoch betier thra tho amgels,
as He hath by inhoritence obtainod a more excellent mame them they.™

This at;tcmnt of the superiority of Christ over the angels is so self-svidoat
to us that et first dPlush it mey seen superfluous smé trite. The writor of the
Epistle to the Hebrows, hovever, hed good reascm to devote himself to such a



thorough éiscussion of this subject. Tho fact mst mot be overlooked that the
sngols occupiod an importsnt position in the systen of Rebsimical thoology. The
Telrmd mrkos the stotement: "Thore is not a #hing in the world, not ovea a tiny
bladiof gress, over vhich there is not er ongzel set.”™ The eagels were held in
utnost ave and roverence by the Jews, to such sn oxtent 'I'.'!-.nt a sort of engeloletry
had orept in“emong some circles, And the opimicn wns held by certain Jowish
Gnortics that Christ Hingelf belonged to en angelic crestion. BHemce, to the su-
thor of this Epistlo the superiority of Christ overZ the sngols wne e very live
subjoot, for ho felt tho nedessity of dispelling the false motions concerning the
reletionship of Christ snd the engels which wore current and of establishing boyoal
8ll shagow of doubt the frot thgat the angols, holy a:d blossed and povorful boings
though thoy erc, mst aftor oll bow bofore tho Som, thelr Iiaker.

Christ is oado "bottor® , KREITHN, than the enzels, superior to thon in power
end authority. And the correlative of His exaltation overy them iz found ia Hic
super-sngelic nome, for the smthor doclares;: "Being nede 5o mmoh better them the
engels, ps Eo hoth by inhoritence obtained s more excellent neme then they.™ He
vho hes Been appo-intaﬂ "the heir of rll things,"™ v.1, hrs received s most exalted
arrs, ONOLA, Tho fmeme vhick Jesus hes iwhorited is His heesvenly name, so 3lo-
rious, so divize that 1t trenmscends sll our linited huren powers of conssption,
It ig the neme “thet mo men kmew, but Ho Hinself,™ Rev.19,12. And the msjosty of
this nrme is indicated in the following verse, in which Christ is directly called
“the Soxh, HYIOS, "“Lord,™ KYRIOS, amdwCodm, THEOS,

The superiority of Gi;ril'la'bnr the anzels is mow proved by sevon quotations
from the 0ld Testemont. Vhile the éignity amd blossedness of the axplic creatures
18 By n0o moans donied (for Scripturc is vory explicit in asoribing to them a lofty
position), yet the suthor tokcs pains to prove thet in relation to the Son of God,
their position is alto-cthor subordinate,




The angols heve received no procminent mome., They are mot to roceive eay
vorship fronm men, but thoy rmst rather worship the Sen. DTespite their glorified
strte, they ere mot supreme, but ozly scrvents of God, comparable to the winds

end flemes, entirely depondent upon His will, raé bound to do His ¥ldding, espe-
olelly in the intorest of His pesple. Whilo Cod employed them on occasions to be
She nedistors of His will, yet their medistorisl work was inforiew to thot of the
¢ivine Zedirtor of the Few Testerrent., ’nd although they heve besn eméusd with

grent pomer, their porer does not ihclude the abilityd or the right to rule; God

kse Mot zerted eny of thel r mumbor on ths right hend of Him power, mor has He gives

them pny J'u-_i.sﬂetton over "“the world to come,™

BekoLi-mon G o ton1oss superiority of Jesus Ohrists For ke is crlled tue
Son, the First-bedzotton of God; lie is sortodd upon the threone of Godj Ho 1s the
Creetor of the umiverse,

The rpostle first em hesises the eternnl Sonship of Jesus Christ, citing
three O1¢ Testoment legsiowic prophecies,'Psaln 2,7, 2 Sam.7,14 ond Pseln 97,7
"For wnto ;"!'.I.ch' of the suxels seid He ot emy time, Thou rrt oy Son, this dey heve
I. be-otten 'a'.‘hae?'_ Aréd azein, I will be to Hin a Frther, .anl He shall be to ne &
Som, And sgein, vhez Ho bringoth En His firsthegotten into the world, Ho ssith,
An? let r-11 the anwels of Gof worship hl,r-.

This ‘group of quotations portrays first the 'u.tq;ue reletionshix oxisting
between the F-ther end the Soh, a reletionship into# vhich the Father hic ex-
tored +ith no sngelic bnina;. Jesus Christ 1is c-lleé the Som of God the Fpther;
He is indeeé tho Son K.Tv EXOCHEN, for lic hes been"bogotten, GEGEENEKA,.of the
Fether", cné 'l:hn holy writer refers to Ei:- as the ¥Firstbogotten™ of God, PRITO-
TOKON, He hes boon begotton of the Father,mot in time, nor by ray phjsical pro-
cess, but in an oter‘nn]_., ante-rmndens:genoration, bty r nmysterious smd divine rct
within the Codhoad. Tho ternm "Firstbegotten" is here used mbsolutely, sné sig-
nifies both the priority emf the preemimense of the Son over ail crerted beings.



aud one comentator hres eptly statod: ™fho Only-bogottom boco=os, ia His glorified
kuseity es tho Son with many brethren, the First-borm s.ong then.” And tho foos
that Josus 1s’the First-bogotteon of the Fathor involves also the etormity of His
asture eng existenco, for the Fathor nas said unto Hin:, "Thou ert ny Som, this
dsy heve I bogotten Thoe," SEERON GEGRIEKA SE, - the day, nenely, of etornity.
ind becruse Ho iz tho otsrnel Som of Cod, Ee is worthy of honor snd worship,
even on the prrt of tho holy angols, for the writer decleres: “Ané sgein, when Xe
bringeth in Fis firstbegotten into the vorlé, Ho saith, And - lot all the emgels ¥
of God worship Kim,™ When Yod will sgein bring Hic Son into the world, nemsly,
on the greet Dry of Judgment, whon He will appeer in all the fulnesc of His divime
mejesty end pover, rll orestion will h-ve to worsaip Hin, md in this edoration of
the Son rlso the angels will join., Strikiag proof, indoeé, for tho- superiority
of Christ over thu cn-cls = for Ho is none- other then God Kimselfy

The aunthor mcw procecds to ciphesize thof preeminence of Christ over the
angels still furthor by estoblisning the/éiwne kingship of the Sem, Yv.8.9. |
Here rgoin Ho quotes on Old Tostement Liessienic prophecy, tuls time fron Psaln
45,6.73 "But unto the Son Ho saith, Thy throns, 0 Uod, is for ever and evor; a
sceptre of rigshteousuess is tho sceptre of Thy kingdon. Thou hest loved right-
eonsness nne'!-.atea iniquity; therefore God, even thy Ged, hath emointed Thee with
the oil of gl-iness above Thy fellews.™ Ia this divine erscle we find a fivefeld
proof for the Deity ef Christ — preof that is indeed incomtrevertible,

In the first plece, the Sen is directly called mGg i tni.n. in themse twe
verses: The Frther goys to the Sem, "Thy mu;. Q;lo_!_. is for ever amid ever,™ .
end sgoin in v,9, a cemparises with the Hebrew text ef Ps.45,8, of =hich tils
verse is p guotation, shows taat ELOHIL there is to b taken as a vecative u.l
applied to the Lossiak, to whom the words sren adiressed, so that the exact
rexditicn of the eriglmal would befs "Therefers, O Yed, (mrmely Christ) T:y el
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hekh axointod Thee with the oil of glsdmess sbeve Thy fellows,™ Hers, them,

tie Fether twice addrosses the Som, Jesus Christ,’'as Cod. It would be impessible
te.fiad » zore direct, olitar-ocut or cexvinmciug proef of the Deity ef Christ, fer

here ve have the umieniablo tostiuony of the alnighty Father ;.l Hepven Hinself —
exd ¥ith such testimony, axy deudt of Ohrl.st'-l deity becones gress blasphemy, &
denis] of the wory truthfulmess of Ged. *

Secomdly, the Son is declarod to have a threme, & kingdon snd a sceptre.
Upen His nlmighty shoulders the govermment of heaven and eerth h~s becn pleced,
Ise.9,6. He holds Eis groclous end slnighty smey over n threefsld kingiom - 8f
power, greco end glory. Full well could Ee re:ly-to the questiom of the Bommn
governor, "Art Thou a king,thent™ witk firn end positive azsurence: "Thou sayest
thet I en a KingiT The kinguhip of Chriczt iz one of the moct femiliar Soriptursl
conceptions of lijs Loszichship, rnd our toxt fimds substantistion in mamy parsllel
passrgcs, ¢.3., P5.89,4.6.8.37; Ps.72,5,22.; Ps.110,4.

In the thiré pleco, tke Son is éoscribed as hoviag the quality of perfect
rightoousness end oquitys "A scoptre of rigatcousmess is the sceptre of Thy kiyg -
doa, Thou hest loved righteousness emd hated iniquity."” Sinco the Soa is the
very essence of righteouszess, DIEAIOSYHE, sxd boccuse the very t-=ought of ini-
quity ené lewlessncos, ANOLIA, is ropulsivo to #4in, therefore He iz edble to
confuct the offeirs of His kingden with 'co:nplotc andd werring eq:u.tt.y, and rule
vith “a sceptre of r!.ghtou'ln'nssm, or “roctituie™, RABDOS EUTEYT=TOS, And 1t is
only to Cod that this sttribute of serfect holinesr end consummmte Justice crn be
eccribed, Agein, tho loglcel conclusion: Christ, the rightoous King, is God!

Fourthly, becasuse of tho Son's love of rightecusnes: snd hetred of iniquity,
Goé hes anointéd Hin with the oil of glaémess obove His follows, The kings and
pricsts of the Old Tost=ment werc elso smointed, but only with rateiial eil and
for a limiteé poriod of sorvice. Christ, howover, has bcon anointed "with the
Holy Ghost ané with power,"'Acts 10,38. God the ligly Chost mmointed Him "to preaca
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good tidimgs unto the mook;....to bind up the Wykenheerted, to proclsiz likorty

to the captivos, ~né tho ojening of the prison to them that are bound; To procleim
the eccoptablo yosr of the Lgréd, end the day of vongosmce of owr God; to comfort
ell that nowrn; to apsoint unto then that mourn in Zion; to give unto them bosuty
for ashos, tho oll of Joy for mourning, the gerzoat of praise for the spirit of
heavinosg; that thoy might bo callod treos of rightecusness, the planting of the
Loré, that Ho might be glorified,™ Isn.61,1-4. And Bocauso the Son emtured upon
His Legsisnic office voluatarily ond cheerfully, ané also bdoruse tho perforzsnce .
of the work vwhereunto the Iigly Spirit smoiated Hinm rfforded Hin such holy Joy eld
hepriress, therofore o is oerid to be ancinted -rith —the oll of gladness™, cp.
Yeb.12,2, :

For thie reasc;n alde, s has boen anointed "above Eis fellows,™ TOUS LETACHOUS.
Le hrg beon anninted in n for highor sense pnd in :l.n!.:i.n!.tolr gropter mopsure than
all tho earthly kings ené pezictrates snd priests, vho rre hsre indiceted by the
tern "fellows.™ ind Eis uniquoe and precninont anointing indisputably ostablishes
the frct of His Deity.

In the fifth place, all thn‘;;:c'nin.ton, righteousnoss and Joy which this quo-
tetion declcres tho Son to possoss 1s ctermal, for tho Fethor saié to._the Son,
"Thy throxe, O Goé, is for over snd ever,™ KIS TON AIVEA TOU ALVNCH - a massing
up of tire, so to spesk, to epsroximete tho conception of etornity. Again and
agrin the apostle drivos home this point, thet Jesus Christ is the cternmel God;

He indced is "the some yesterdsy, emd todey, exd forevor", Heb.13,8.

But even the fivefold sffirmation of the Teity eof Christ which the author
prerents in this guotation from Pseln 45,7.8 does not suffice him, So intent is
he upon !:prus!fi‘upon his roaders the doctrire of Christ's Deily — For they
sorely hecdoé such thorough instruction upon this fundementelly importent subject
= thet Ho adéds still smothor quotaticn fron the 01¢ Testement, this tine to




reemphesize the fect that Josus Christ, Cod's Son, is slse the Oreater of the
mniverse, In vv.10-t2 he cites Ps.102,25-2)1 ™ind Thou, Loréd, im the Bogimning
hegt 1aid tho founfation of the earth; and the heevons ere the works of Thine
hends; Thoy choll porish; but Thou remrinost; snd they ell sh=ll wex old as doth
& germont; And a5 a vesture shalt Thou fold then up, end they shell bo changed;
bt Thou ert tho seme, and '™y years shll not fdl."
Again the Son, in this iiossisnic Psaln, is dircotly addrossed by tho tith
of Deity: “Thou, Lord, froam the begimning",ete., SY EATr ARCHAS, EYRIE, aigein
the wokk of creetion is expressly ascoribed to Hin: “Thou, Lord, in the begiming
hest lel¢ the foundetiony of the ocerth; ané the hervens aro the works of Thize
hendg ™ Again lle 18 declercd to be all-p:werful: "As & vesture shalt Thou fold
then wp.™ Agein Iic 18 cerllod the wnchengeable end etermrl Onme, in striking con-
trogt to the trensitory a;ld finite things of the universe: "‘ﬂ-'hny shall porish;
but Thou remrinest; end they rll shell wex old es doth & grrment; And es a vesture
chrlt Thou fol¢ then up, and thoy shell be chenged; but Thou ert the s-me, end Thy |
yoors shell not f£ail.m |
Aréd becausc lic is God the Son, Gof tho King, God the Creetor, tho Fathor has
bestowcd uyon Hii tho ploce of Lonor, majesty smé powor,of which mo angol could
ovor boast: "Sit on my right haxzd, until I nrko Thinc cnemios Thy footstool.™ .
This citstion of Psela 110,1, W:ich is definitely lisssianic, oxpresses the con- ‘
mmion of height ené uajesty which Josus hes with the Yather, end looks fSzvard
to the fincl ond conpleto subjugetion of His ensmics., The sovereigatyd of the
Son 18 tho end towerd vhich ell things ereo directod — e#nd the angels sre ciuly
instruments toward thet end,
_Thus the spostle hns Loaped guotation uron quotation, proof upon proof, te

e atiile
esteblish the precmignence of the Son. Ee hes hemmesred homo with édewesiptins-



logic rnd with ovorpoworinz ocvidence this subdlinme fact: "Christ is Godg” :nd
deoruse He is Go2, Ho is ipso frcto superior to the enzels, Anmd since Es is su-
perior to the enzels, the new covensant of which lle is the lediator is correspomi-
ingly superior tof tho old covenent vhich they were cslled upen to mediste, As
one coxentrtor foclares:; “The spesr-point of the ergument is this, The etornal
Son hrs brought e selvation grostor en¢ higher then thet of the smgels.™
e In order to contimme the éiscusiion of the suporiority of the Sea
g:pg::: without intorrupting the troné of thought, we shall for the proscxt
moment pres over Chapter II, iz vhich the rmthor devotes Elazelf to
an extonded treetment of tho incarmation oi'. the Som, and turn to Chapter III,1-6,
wherein the rpostle comperes Christ with lpsos,

The writer, heving esteblisched the superiority of Christ overf the engels,
nrturnlly is lod to prove His sugperisrity over thet other grert mediator of the
ol? covenrnt, thet figure who loomed gountrin-high in the relizious thougikof
the Jows - loges. And lost we are ngein inclined to foel thet the presmiﬁmo .g
Christ over lpses ic r self-cvident metter an? thet it was re?;h‘:;‘:;;alhn- for
the suthor to fevote sny attention to cuch » subject, we mmst a'cr!.n basr in mind
tho frot thet the religicus beckground oxd t.ought of the sesple to whom the spos—
tle rédressed this opistle wes entircly éifforent froa ours. Saphir writes: "It
is herdly possible for Gontileos to undorstand or realize tho vererstio= cnéd affec-
tion with which the Jows rogeard.lB8scs, tho sorvant of God. ill their roligious
life, rll their thoughts sbout God, all theolir prrctices and obserwvences, all
their hopes of the future, overything connmocted with God, is with thea ammnocted
elso with liyses. lpscs was the zroert epostle to 'I:hm,_ thesl men gsent ummto thea of
God, the medietor of the old covement™ (Vol.I,p.175). The preenminence of Christ
over lbses wre by no meens the sclf-ovident foot to the Hebrews thet it is to us,




Thorofore it wrs vitrlly imaortont for the holy writer to esteblish the suyerbrity
of Chrigt, tho lofirtor of the lew Toctrnmont, ovor lbses, the outstending ladiator
of the 014, ~roun? -hosc nenme gethered sll t'e rovelation end logislation in vhid
the Jews trusted, It is s delicrto subject, but the epastles hendlos it with
conrurnte skill, ’

He J»unches into his discussion in am nonner, sdfros:inz his reed-
ors as “H)ly brethron, partekcrs of the heavealy c:lling.™ In view of the picture
of the levior which ho h s éravm in the preceding chepters, he now invites then
to "cousiécr ti¥ Azostlo end iijgh Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus," 10N
APOSTOLON Kil A:CHISREA TES LOLOLOGIAS HElSUN, CHRISTON IESQUN, The tiles here
ageribed to Jesus ore significent, in thet thoy zive us a deoper insight into Eis
o}fie an? elso e:rphesize Iiis Delty.

The suthor rofors to Josus as the "Apostle™ of our professiom., Ozly hure ia
the So~ Tostement 1s Josus cslled APOSTOLOS, 1lthoush the cognate vorb, APOSISLLEIN,
is frequontly epplied to Hin. The term "Apostle™ signifies = legate or messengor, .
Jeeus iz the ruthorized lossenror to revesl to us the ~hole will of God for our
roul's srlvation; Ilo is the herven—gent Prophet who has nanifested Hinrcelf ez the
Son of Cod end h-s teuhht Ils people the wey to righteousness and life otermsl,
Benrel fesoribes Hinm s "Zum qui Dei ccusen apud nos aglt.,™

Christ is elso .called the "iijgh Priest™ of cur profession, ogyln this Epistle

to the liebrows
is the torm ARCUIKREUS applied to Christ; th.-’;n:nt writor/oslls Ein by this
title no loss then soventeen tines, The «% as roferred to Christ is
particulorly sppropricte, for it involves the twofeld function of efferixg sacri-
fices rné of mnking intorcession., lbreever, He was the .ut!.ma of vhon every
high pricst of Isrrel was e prototype. The Jewish high priest occupled cuf extre-
orédimary position. It wes essenticl thet He bef free of ell cerenmchiel defilexent;
1t vns roguired thet he e attirecd in gorgeous robes, eccording to mimte direc-
tions; on his mitre wrs inscribed "Holiness to the Lord,™ vwhile on his breseiplete
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vere written tho nemos of the tvelve tribcs. Only he could entor the fbly of
ﬂ’olieu.,nam' only he could meke the offoring on the grent Dey of ..r-.tonmt. In
fine,/ovory respect the Jowish high priect —es » re_m:.-hue type of the greet
High Priert ~ho =rs to come, Jesus Christ, the Son of CGod, the gro=t Hoprosentstiw
of Elg people Bcfore Ilis Hervonly Father, Therees, ro the “Apostle™ Lo cells mem
to the hervenly tre-curos, sz the High Priest Le secures tkem for mus.

Furthermore, lie vho is designrted ez the "Azostle exnd Eigh Priest of our
srofession™ 1s spocificelly mextioned By both Eis humsn nemo, "Josus", the Sevior
of Lls peophe, snd dy Eis éivine neme, "Christw, the Lessish, the Lnginted (ne of
God, The vory heme which Iie Boere implies en emphatic contrast-to the old cove-
nant, vhich lie hes now superseded; lio 1s both the Founder ond tke content of ocur
Christi-n confession.

En#ing thms portreyed the person en? the office of the Son, thereby lending
welrht to the erpumcht upon vhich He 1= about to enter, the epostle proceads to
contrest Christ with lpses, Ee first exmphesizes the guelity which they hsd in

cormon = frithfulnoss, IHo writes, "Who (Christ) was foithful to HEin that rppoint-

od Him, ra nlso ¥oses wes faithful in all his house.,” Christ wes indeed folthful,

PISTOS , to God, ~ho rprointed Ilim to be tho Apostle end High Pricest of our pro-
feszion, Iio menifosted Iiiz feithfulness throughout iiis earthly life; He did
everything which Iije holy mission requireé of Lim, Io never betreyed His trust,
Ee é1é not refuse to érink the cup of suffering ené sorrow vhick vas so ossential
to lijs redemptive work. ;
1o8es wes also feithful to His perticular trust. JAlthough he was but a weak
an® sinful mon, yet he was dutiful, assiduous and loyzl in tho performeice of the
tesks placed upon hin. And he ves frithful "4k all his house,” EN LOLJ T OIENW

AUTOD, nsmely, in the prosecution of ell kis duties in the House of God, the
Chmrch,



Although liosos wrs the groct Lodiator and r notable exam;le of falthfulness,
hemavery ho vas fer inferior to Him vho is tho essence of faithfulness, Josus
Christ, "For™, erys the euthor in effoct, "loses-wrs as fsithful es eny sorvent
in r house cen be; still ho wms only a servent, =hilo He of hom I now speek Tas
not » nere sorvent in the housze, but o gom; en? that makes rll the difference™
(Bruee, p.136). IHence, ke soes on to sho~ in very logicrl end comocisc menner
Juet how on? why Josus end Diis feitlifulnesz should eclipse thet of L0ses, .

nFor this men wrs counteé worthy of more glory then ilpses, inesrmeoh as he
ﬁw hath builded the houso hoth more honor then the house.,“For cvery house is
bullded by soue men, but ho thet bullt all things is God.™ Thus tho secrod writer
proves the preoninence of Jesus Christ ovor Lpses by the frot that. Christ wes the
isker of the housc, vhile lipsos wrs only & nemder, & patt of thet house. Iipses
indeo¢ wrs en exomplory character ond performed a noble wrk in the .aerﬂ.ee of the
Church, But Christ is the Sovereign and Founfer of thet Chmrch. ko built the
houee, for Ie is the Ibster-builfer, he likor of lpses, of sll menkind, of ell
crertion., Therefore, the llory of Jesus Christ is grerter then the glory of Ioses
in corresponding measure ns the milder of the house hes more honor than ths house,

lbreover, "every house is bBullt by some msn.,™ Thir stntement is exiomrtic;

w1
no house co-ee into being of its own willg or springs up of itszlf, But its,existence

is fue to tho will of sonecme who is gre-ter thsnm it, lNow, le vho uilt snd es-

teblished 211 thines 1s CGod, honce 5o rmst heve built also the Church (sz ome in-
terpreter romerks, "iho Church is the groatest houze wwer built, end if any house
evor noceded & bullder, this 1s thrt house" ). lioses 1s a pert of tho house, God

built the house., Christ is Cod ané Crertor (which point hes boon abunédautly proven

end vhich is olso the direct implicstion of the pre:ent argument). Therofore 1%t
lozically fodlows that Christ is the liaker of lscs, end therefore infinitely su-
perior to li,ses snéd worthy of more horor ené glory thon He. The forde of the
spostle's loric snd repsoning 18 irrcsistible,
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But the euthor edés still onother evidence of the superiority of Christ to
Motes, showing thot Christ 1 tho Son and Laster over the house, wheross igses is
Wt & servant in the house. IHe vrites; "And IDses verlly wes faithful in sll hiu
houso, as r gorvrnt, for p testlnony of those things which were to be spoken sfter;
But Christ es & Son ovor Eis von house,™

loses infocd ves a loysl end trustworthy servent of God, en’ s faithful wit-
nesg concorning "those trings which were to be spoken after,™ nemely, the procla-
oation of the glorious Gosyel tifinws by the lssish. This ir the sole honor Wie
hin, ené p groat honor indee¢ 1t s, But after ell, Loses wrs only s soryent; he
€1¢ not perform his officiel éuties of his omny initistive cnd mccording to his om
idens, tut roceived his instructions from Cod,

Christ, on the other hand,.wss falthful, es the "Son over his o:m house,™
lie 10 tho Laster, the Eead of tho house., Christ the Savior presidos over His
Church, which lie hag purchaced with lls own blood, and of which Es 18 Lord and
King. Ané Ie holés thio exanlted position by virtue of Iis etornel Somship,

It 18 a solf-ovifont foct thet the Son of the houskhold is grester than any
gervent in thet household , ez Jesus pointed out, "The servent ehidoth not in the
house forever, tut the Son abideth ever,™ John§ 8,35, Christ is tho Som; Mgses
1z tho rervent, Thorefore, Christ is grocter then Koses, The euthor kas clinched
hig ergument sné ériven heme his point,

The unfertons ~hich pervedes the ontirc line of :.-andul is the transient
neture of tho old covenent in corntrsst to the chidng meture of the new. This 1s
brought out by the contrest botwoen Loses in his temporary capacity as servant ond
Chriot in Iis etermsl ¢ignity as Son; it 1s further nede evident by the mepresen-
tation of the ministry of loses as being for "a testimony of t’t:ole t.1ngs to be
Spoken eftor™; end it is also shown by the words: "Whose house are wi," for the



fact thot tho Christiens cre calle? the houso of Go# closrly implics thet the
Yossic dispensation wes only transitory in nature, smé thet the more glorious
structure of the low Tostenent Church is the ‘eterzsl abode of the children of Gou,
Cirist 1s indooé the ibndietor of o moro oxcellent avenant,

II, "THE VORD }MLDE FLESHe

_ Ve hava choson afﬂ.uﬁiy the above ception for this aictioh. for we con think
of no more l!ppr(.:prlr't title with-which to hnaa-'-%-fusmll.on of the second chapter
of the Epistle to the Hobrews then this mesningful exprossion of the inspired spos—
tle, 5¢. John; The boloves spoctle writcs in the opening vorses of Eis CGospel:
"In the beginting wes the Word, end tho Word wes with Cod snd the Word “oE Gof 3™
end concerning this otornsl \ioré, who is mone-other then the Son of God, Joha do-
clidres in v,14 of his first chepter: "The Word was mede flesh end dwelt emong us.™
The troné of thought of the writer to the Hebrews is remerkebly paresllel to this,
E: bosins Iils lotter by portreying in mejostic terms tho etormal Deity of Jesus
Christ, God's only-bogotten Son, tho “ijord vho was God.,” Eaving esteblished this
frot, he then turns his attention to o consideration of the inc-rmation end the
unique huarnity of the Son of God. It my be contended thet the huwwnity of Jemus
¢oes not prove Mo Daity, end therefore is not germane to the subject of m ossay.
This wonl? bo true if Jesus hed Becn on ordinery, mortsl men; but Jesus, in cen-
treet to ell Iifs Ddrethron, was r unique, immocent,sinless men, vho, nfter the days
of Eig flo sh, wae exeltod to the right hond of the mrjesty on high; ~né therefors

Elgs humnrnity ené incernrtion heve ¢ very roel connection with Ills Deity.

The keynote of the entire discussion is struck ir v.t4.15: "Forss-

The Isture
of Iis In- rmech thon es the cl.iléron are partskors of flesh snd blooé, Eo slso -

curmation ! 2 =4
Insclf likewise tcok pert of the sane, thet through death Zo might
¢estroy hin that heéd the power of death, that is, tho devil; eand deliver then vho

through fear of ¢eath were cll their lifotimog subject to bondago.™



Christ bocero men; He took pl::t of flosh send blood, SAEK KAI EAIIA weing the
femilier Scripturel exprossion to fenote the humen noture, portraying esgecislly
its vealmess ond freilty. Since tho rest of nmenkind, including slse the children
of Cod, ore prriskers of flesh snd blood, Christ, in bocemizg nmsm, hed to assune
the seme neture as thoy, He had to be united with them in the netursl followship
of tho seme bodily life,

Christ truly became flesh end blocik in ell that the expression implies, with
but ono cxception — lie wes without sin. Le hungreé¢, Lo thirsted, He ;lunt. Ze
wes sorrovful, e becemo weery, He suffored, end finelly XNo also dicd. Indeeod,
if Iis he? not hecome flesh end blood lio could nmot heve died, enf it wec shseolutely
esrenti~]l th-~t Fe chomnld fie,

e “hy dié He heve to 'h&na e perteker of flmch end blodd, and vhy
of e In- fi¢ Ilo h-ve to éie? ™Thet through desth Eo might destroy ke iinm
e thet hed the poweor of éeath, thot 1s, the devil, and deliver them
*ho throuch forr of écrth wore oll their lifetimoy/ subjeot to bondego.™ Thore we
heve tho rcmzon for Iis imecernetion, ligs sufforing, Ils death. Ie cuuld only éle
by virtue of the lumon noture which le h:d assumed, but vhea He éled tho God-men
diod (commmmicsticn of attributos), and this feet gave Iis ¢eath infinite worth,
When @s uttored Xis pkercins ory 25 Lo lung on Calvery's cross, "It is finishedi™
the sreet work of rofenztion wesa complefe. By Eis vicrricus life, suffering smf
feath Fe congrered Seten eud the forces of sin améd death, or, as the holy writer
suts it: o destroyed "him thet had “the pﬂ:‘of derth, thot is, the devil.™ ;!m
devil is extremely pomerful; only God could destroy hin. Jesus destroyed hixn,
Thereforo Jemm;: bﬂ:d. '

In brinzing to meugzht the power of the ¢evil nnd remdering him impotent,
KLBARGISE, Josugvdolivercd them who through forr of dosth were sll their lifetize
subject to bondcge,™ oOp. Bon.a.ts-; Col.1,21,22; 2 Tiy.2,10, Iiaving romoved the

csuse of death, Josus also removes the feer of death, Becruse of our msnifold



fing, we mortsls ere eflicted with e guilty sw? disturbiag comsciemce; this pre-
fuces in us the ¢resd of dosth amd oternel rotribution as the sumishment for =ik,
Lemce, rs 5t. Poul decleres, Wio rre by mature the chiléron of ~ratay™ our ontire
1ife is subjocot to boncago, DOULEIA, = a steto which is certeinly costrery to the
ider of souship, But Christ has now delivered us froa the bondegs of sin and from
the foer of doeth by Iils porfect recemption, so thet we cem now cxult with St.Psuls
"0 death, where is thy sting? O grave, vhere is thy victoryT The sting of deeth iu
8in, end tho strensth of sin 1s the lew. But themks be to God, walch giveth us tie
victory throurh our Loré Jesus Christ,“ 1 Cor.15,55-57.

In orfer to accomplish this redemptidn, the apostle goos on to sy, Christ &i4
zot "teke hold of eng=ls,™ OU CAR ACGELTN :EPII-I‘J.'.MI!EHI. The good engels are holy
end ginlesz beinze vho nood no redemption, hence it would hrve been neelloss for
Chrizt ot "tnko hol? of thor™, boccme e ievior to them. The evil engols, on the
otker hrnd, prc boyoud the prle of redemption, Y

ience, insteed of teking hold of angels, Christ "took hold of the sced of
Abrehen,™ iLLL UPsSRiNS0S ABRLAII EPILLMBANSTAI, Iie becrme a truc man, ¢ lincal
fescondant of the peirierch ibrshem, so that iic nizght be the Savior of both Jew
eng Gentile, in fulfilnent of the promise wiilch God gave of old to the fathor of
the feithful, cp. Gel.3,16.29.

And in bocoming e member of the family of Abreham, "It behooved hin to de
nede like unto !'ic brethren, thet Eo might be & morciful end feithful highgfpriest
in thin-s perteirnirs to Gée, tc n!alna reoonciliation for the sins of the poeple.™
The oblimation vhich rostod upon Christ by virtue of the grest tesk of redemption
vhich Ile h~¢ determined to underteke involved Iiis Becoming "like umto Ils drethrem™,
in othor orés, to becoms e trus humenm being, to shere ‘HI.CI:I Joys emi thelrs serroms,
to rsrociete with them rné to 1110. end work with thom end for them, *°

1is is the same truth to which tho suthor gives volce in vv.til-13: “For Both
lio that senctifieth rnd thoy who rro senotified sre cll of one, for vhich csuse o




is mot eshamed to orll then brethren, Spying, I will ¢eclere Thy nere unto my
brethren, in tho midst of the Church I will sing preire unto thes. ind sgein,

I will gut oy truct in Nim, Ind egein, Behold I and the chilérsnm which Gof hath
given oo, :

Jesus is cnllod L0 AGIAZVN, "the Ssmotifierm, msmely, Ec who purifies by ox=
pletion. By iis bloo¢ lio rodocms iis poople, sné thus they become “sanctified,™
consocratcd to God. This truth is repezted et varlious points in the Epistle, no-
tebly in ch.13,12: "thorefore Jesus rlsg, thet He might sanctify the people with
iis o'm blood, suffored witiout the gate.,' =o senctifies His pecple spocifically
r8 priest, oné in gercrsl as the fountein of a2ll gvca,.

It is ui.:h:: the Eorctifior snd the sanctified (or: "the Reconcilor exé tho
reconcileé™; "the Sevior end the seved) "ore rll of one, EX INENOS PLNTES, narely,
they rll h-ove the gsme Fether in Hoaven. Ilonce, they shere s corrion interest snd
a comrwon lot,

Since thir iz the caze, tho Spvior is not ashormed to ooll Xis people "brothren:
Ee d1¢ not desm it to be unworthy of Lis divino dignity to cell thon Iys drethren,
scceréing to Ejs humen neture, To ho suro, io rojoices to own thom s iiis brethron,
6 the regoenceratod end adoptoé eons of Cod,

The epgustle substontiatos this essortion By quoting three 0ld Testsment ibs-
sienic prophocios, all of vhich oxpross or clearly imply brotherhcod. The first.
is from Poeln 22,22: "I will doclarc Thy nemo unto my brethrem, in the miést of
the Church will I sing preise unto theo."” Christ, tho speeker of these worss, is
represonted as toking pert in the worchip of God, vhich nmi.fusﬁ the complateness
of E{r humen neture. The seoonf is a quotetion of Isa.8,t7: "I will put ny trust
in IMn," Josus, like Ilg yrethren, pleced =iz confidence in God. The third is
fron Ign,B,18: ™Behold, I rn? the chiléren shich Gof hath given mey vhere the lbs-
sish soscoirtos Nimeelf with the chiléren vhom God hae given Hinm rs boing of the
ssme fomily, for any who éo the will of God Iio considers Xjs bdrethrom, op. lark

34353 Imke 8,21; John 17,6.113 Eph, 5,30.




Bruce doclsres, p.125: "It will be found thrt Christ's likeness to His drethra
is closest Just vhero the trsces of the curse sre mnost npparent: inzofer sc this
1life is (1) r"flictod with poverty, (2) exposeé to temptetions to ungodliness, (3)
subJoot to deeth unfer its mor: menifostly ponel forms, es vhea it co=es as »
blight in orrly lifo, or es tho judicial ponalty of ccizme. Jesus wzs like His
brethren in proportion cs they nood iils synpsthy sné succor — like tho poor, the
texptod, tho orininal.n: .

It wvas incumbont upon Christ to bocons like umto His “hrethren, in ordor thet
He night bo "& morciful end feithful high priest in things peru:l.ni.ng to Goé, to
meke recornciliation, IILASKESTIAI, for tho sins of the poople.,” It wes the func-
tion of the hi-h pricst to meke stonemont for the pesple, “0U LAOU, ané to eaml
their sins on the Dey of Atonoment, in keoping with God's ordimmnce, Josus Christ
eusuned onr flash and hecemo our Brother, so that Ile iseble to serve as the !!!.gh
Prieet prr oxcollenco, end to m;;:;gﬁgiﬁ:tfor our sins Bofore Eis !hrwnly
Fatkor, sné o thet Il might have something to escrifice forius snd slse have e
anfure crpeblo of syrpsthy with us,

"For," tho spostlo contimues, "in thet Ls Himself heth suffured being tompted,
le 18 edle to succor them thet sre toopted.™ Christ wes exposed to the bitterest
ené nost insifious tosptetions which the olé Evil Foe cguld devise, end to the wi-

liost suaros that wicleé men could lny for.ldm, Io mortsl men was over so syrely

tricd ss lle, But by virtuo of the fect that lo Ili:sclf ¥ms suffered buing terpted,
Yo is now "able to succor thea that are tempted."” Thus indeed e 18 in a position

to bo & merici#fll en? falthful hich priest, for lis kmows the feelihg of our infir-

nities en? the tomptations to which we sre exposed., ience, E& hes both the porer

and ‘the willirgnoss to mear"&:m aro terpted, bWy romoving our sins, by crn-
celling our gullt, ané by conguorins our Fee, '
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e We hrvye purposely postponod wntil now the cansiderstiow of vv.6=10,
fo Xis In- sirce these Verzes present a fitting climex to tho considerstion of
e Christ's rsourption of the humsn naturs, The holy writer portreys
both the humilintion sn? the exeltetion of Christ Iin gquoting Pseln 8, which is
un‘eniedly o loerienic Pselmg "™7het 15 men, thet Thou art mindful of Him, or the
Son of pen, thet Thou visitost Ein? Thou mefost Ejm » 1little lovor then the en-
gels; Thou crownoedst Hi: with glory ené honor, ond didst set Kin over t!m works of
Thy hends., Thou hest sut sll things iz sudbj ction under Eis feet,™

lbdorn intorproters are al:ost dnaninous in denying the éirect end exciusive
epplication of those words to Christ. liowever, they miscrsbly fail in their inten
rotation of tho passrge, for there orn bo no doubt that Christ, aidno one else,
is oeent, Pselm 8, from which these words are quoted, is uwnguestionsbly e sssi-
qnie Pseln, for the fescription of the subject of the Psrlm con only epply te
Christ, the Son of God. And in substentimtion of this view, the cuthor of the
%pistle to tho llebrews, in v.9 of this chepter, ¢irectly refers these woréds to
Josue,

Ip firzt pilcturcs the humilistion of Chricts "/het is men, th-ot Thou -rt mink.
ful of Ijn, nO: the Son of nen, thet Thou visitest Ei:f" This is by no moens e re-
foraneo to mexkind, for the cuthor hero troets of Christ's hunilirtion, as contrest—
ed witk God's groct orestion, es the study of Psaln §,1-5, will clearly show,

The' noxt wordés prosent a crux interpretun; ELLTTSAS AUTOR BRACHY TI PARY

AGUELOUS, wirich the i.V. has translateds "Thou hest made hin e litile lowoer thea
the engols."” Ve egrec with the intorpretation of Dr. W, A, lajer, who holds that
the correct trenslotion of Psdln 8,5, i8; "Thou hast mede hia to be wl thout God for
& little while,” The origzinal Iebrew roads: UETECHASERENU LEvAT LESLONIX, The
vord CIASAR meens "to leck™, "to be without', snd in tho Plel, as here, "to =nke

to lsck,” This trenslatiom is substentirtod by & comparisen with BEcc.4,8, vhere
the eew word is used. Lloroover, the word ELATTOUSTHAI in Neb.2,7, which the A,V.,
foldoving the IXX, hre incorrectly trenslated ™to bo lower then", hroe for its ori-
ginel mecning, "'to be without,™
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Furthornoro, tho word LErAT, ent its Croek oquivelemt, BRACHY, mosns "1ittle™ .
in the sonse of time, not of degree, hence; "s little while,™ as in Ps.12,2, p_—

loreover, KLOEIN in Ps,.8,5 rmust be transleted”fod™, The IXX, vhich the wri-
ter to the I'obrows hrs follo~ed in citing this vorse, is entiroly without werreat
in trrnelating ELOGIM ng "ragols.™ ELOEIY merns "God™ in overy case except in Ps,
$1,5 end Exod,21,6, whoro the con'ext cloerly shows thst 1t cexnot mosn God; hore,
hovever, the eontox.t clerrly indicrtes that it is to be taken ss "Go&,™ for thare
is no gogent roason why we shoulé depert just in this instence from the oréinery,
acccptoé moening of tho word,

The correct transletion of Ps.8,5, accordingly, would be; “Thou madost Iin
to de without God for a little vhile,™ while the exact transletion of tho originel
Greok &f Ileb,2,7 —ould be; "Thou =péest Ein to be without the sngels for e littls
vhile,” The fret thet the writer to the lebrews follows the IXX ané ronfovs
ELOIL: es "onpole", instond of s "Go&™ does not militate egninst the dootrino of
inepiretion, howev-r, for the low Testment_mllr n'o;:?s the IXX version, even
~hen the IXX is not exect, providing thrt 1t iz not gﬁfﬂmﬁv wronz or unsoriptuml
The ginvle explen~tion .i.u that the Ijly Ghost, vho verbelly inspiroed both the
Peeleist ond tho writor to the obrows, sew fit Hﬁé‘hm lettor to quote the
the IXX rondition, "rngels,” The genorrl conse is the sene, for if Christ on the
crose wrz without God for e little while, it nsturslly follows thet lle tos rlowk

without the engels,

The reforence, of course, 1s to tho clizmsx of Christ's hunilistion, vhen, as
He hung ugon the cross, in thef deepest throes of mortal anguish, le criod out:
"y God, my God, vhy hest Thou forsekon met (Iatt.27,46). Thet was the come of
His esrthly suffering; that wes the decpest stroke thet pierced Hjm. This wss &
suffering so intcrwe thet it is inoomprehensible to hurwn minds, Is wes mede to
b2 withsut God for a little while, in order thot e night nst have to be without
Iim etornelly, ;
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Bat this somo Jesus, vho sufferod the very dopths of humilistion, after ie
hed completed His atoning secrifice, was rolsed to the wry hoights of éivine
glory onf honor. God crownod Ijn with glory en? homor an? sot ifm over the works
of I'1e henfs, end put rll thince in subjection under Ils foot. The humble, meek
ent lowly Jesus, the cerpenter's son of Heszaroth, who suffered the nost i-nominiouns
erininrl's forth, h-g beon exelto? to the position of supreme Pajesty end power,
ofif the risht hen? of God. , '

The epostle contimmoes, "For in thet e put sll in rubjection unfer Ein, He
left nothing t'rt is not put under EHin,™ But now we seo not yot ell t:inzs put
under Eim,™ The ¢ominlon of Christ is indoed obsolute, even though our humen
oyes, boholding so mmech thrt is cevil end contrery to God's will, €o not yot see
ell things put in subjection to lidn. That sight is reservod for us until the Isy
of Judgment, when we shell cee Christ meking an open show of His corplete lordship
over rll creetion, including also Iiis ehemles.

The suthor now directly refcrs the foregoing quotation of the prophecy of
Pealn 8 to Jesus: "But we see Jesus, who":nﬂéwn'lﬁﬁéﬁﬂt lewer then the angels
for the suffering of death, crevmed with glery n{hmr; thet Eo Wy the gxpe of
Ced cheuld teste desth for efery msn,” "The stihg of deathy ve kuew, is sim,
end the strength of sin is the lew; but the strength of the lew ic tlecurse
sgrinst sin, snd tho strength of that curse ir the wreth of the lloly Oqxe, Zed
cur Lord not ¢iecd this death, with just this pwful beckgreund to it, Iiis denth
wouléd h-ve boon & ncroly fanteztic one., In order to overcome deeth, Ze had mot &
Terely to put Eis lips es 1t were to the bittor potion, Wut to t=ste it in the

depth of its full reelity. ic ha¢ to tcote the very sever of wrath in deeth, In a

v for
order, by Cod's gracious appointment, to trke thet savor awey £xsm us. ind so it

wrs the graco of God vhich mede iim thus subnit to the bittor exporiexs of death,
cven to tho extremity of éivine dercliction, the grace of Go¢, which Iie !I!.me]_.r
subservod in thid submitting.” (Delitssch, Yol.I,p.t15,116).

J'
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The vindication of the humilisticn of dhri.st ic preseonted By the scored pen-
=en in v,10: "For 1t beccme Eym, for whom rre r1l things, end by whon ero ell things,
in wringing mony soms to ;lory, to make the captain of thoir salvation perfcct
through sufforings,™ The bringing of smny sons to glery is the great purjose &nd
plon of God; hence, it wes necessery that the chiléren of God should be 1 to
glory by e Ceptein, ané thet this Captein shoul? bhe perfected, fully equipped,
TEIEIVSAI, by God. : :

*It boceme Eim, by vhon ere ell thi.n-l.‘and for vhom ere ell things,™ -~ It
weeg in keeping ~rith the suprene :I.c;vo end felthfulness and nercy of God thet e
houls provi‘e for Iie peozle't selvrtion, end that lle ehoulé sccomplish thet
erlv-tion throush Ije om eoternsl Son, through rhom meny sons hrve come to glory.

Chrict is horc termed the "Ceptain of seclvation,= TON ARCHECON IES SWIERIAS,
Just ne tho '_Lsrrcli.te heé their lesder, unéer vhom they mrde their exofus fron
Egypt rnd troveled to Cemeen, So clso thof heirs of srlsation hcve their le:cer,
to bring thom out of the bondege of sin into the eternsl liderty of the childen
of God. Christ is the "Captoin", 1.0., the Prirce end Leeder of nlvn't!.on, and
the holy writer speaks of Iiim in o sinmiler vein as "the Luthor rné Finisher of
our Feith", t2,2, ond e “the grert Shephord of tho sheep,™ 13,20.

An? Christ hes been mofe pefect end corplete in fis officisl ch-rocter as the
G=ptein of serlvetion by sufferings, all those afflictioms vhich befell iHin éuring
I4s errthly 11fe, Anf thereby He wez perfocted, for by suffering Fe hocenme they
symethizing friend rnd fellow—sfifferer of menkind, by suffering He mnde full end
complete satisfection for sin, sn? by safforing He procured the right to the glfioy
end blisc of Zeeven, in which we, bec:ruse of His sufforing, will alco shrre,

The Vord was indeed mrdo flosh, but nor thet Je has complcted the graclous
work for vhich lic assumed hzen flesh, ile hes been gloriously exelbed by s
leevenly Fether, whio has siven Einm wa name wiich is ebove evory mame, that at the
neme of -i'em every knec should bow, of things in hecven, end things in eerth, sne

things unfer the eartiV, Phil.2,9.10.
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PART TdQ
TiE DETTY OF CFRIST PROVED BY NIS WORK O ATQUELHNT AS TIE GREAT EIGH PRIEST

In the first three chepters of the Iofter to the iobrows, tho Apostle por-
irsys, es wo heve socn, the preeiinont position of Christ es the Zmdistor of
reveletion, cd¢using &m-procf tho superlority of Christ over the prophets of the
014 Testement, over the mngels, rné over ligses, Is follows this preseontatiun
with & horintory pessege extending from 3,7 to 4,13, vherein he weras hic readorl-
ageinst unbolief end oxhorts them to feithfulness toward Christ. Thoreafter he
resumes his Christolosicol fiscussiorn) bturning his sttention to Christ es the
lodietor of stonemont. ':-'1; devotes ¢ l-rge cection of his Epistle, 4,14 - 10,18,
to r vivid ond dotailed feseription of the superiority of Christ over tke Aeronic
irieethood, portreying to hie ro~ders the Son of Oo2 sz the Crest Eish Priest,
This eubject forme en inte-rel prrt of tho Chrietology of the Letter to the Iebrems,
exd iz of such importence thet we sholl devote the secord chief prrt of cur ecsey

to the considerrtion of 1t.

I, CURIS®S PRISSTIOOD MIZ CHRISYIAN'S COMFIDZCE

The apostle bezins his lengthy chorscterizetion of the high priestly ofiice
of Christ with en exhoration to his rorders: "Seeing then thet we hove e grost
high priest that 1s pescod into the hesyens, Jesus the Son of €od, let us hold fast
our profession,” The epostle reiterates with increcced emphasis the fect wiich he.
he¢ mentioned in 2,17 end 3,1, thet Jesus ig our "high priest.™ Ie has purged
us fron our sins en® no~ ropregents us before Iis Hervenly Father, perforaing
ocontimelly for Ijs peocple thet wiich the hi~h priests of tho Old Tostensnt ¢1d
only once a yesr, nemely, His intercession for Fie people. For He is both the

’Prop:l.ifnt!.on for our sins snd slso our ifvocete, whoze pleading the Fether cexmot

vithstend, He is the only reel Priost, the very Ifeel of the priesthood reclised,




It is significent that tho epostle cells Iinm the "groot high priest,™
ARCZIEREA ;ECAN, lils zrestness is due to His exalted office an? nature, vhich
the epostle hore depicts in two stetomonts: 1,"fle is possed into (or ™through")
the heavens, DIELELYTHOTA T0US OURANOUSY-Christ hrs pedsed throuch the crested
hesvens into the uncrceted Hesven, the DOLL of Cod. (Teken in comnecction with
Eph, 4,10, this st~tomont clearly inficates the ubiguity of Christ.) Vhoreas the
01¢ Testoment high prieczt once a yorr pasced through the forscourts snd behiné the
vell to reach the lply of liglies, our grost High Priost heg passed through the
forecourts of the hcevons into the hesvenly sanctusry, to meke intorcession for
us boforo the throne of God, 2. loreover, the holy writer sposks of the grert
Eizh Priost rs "Josus the Son of God." This title is & concize description of

the theenthropic Person vwho poused through sufforing enf death to royal sné priest-

1y glory, for s in roferrceé to hoth by Iis humen name, "Jesus™, end by iis dlvine
title, “Son of God." Becousc our I'izh Priest is grert, es to both Ils office and
Efs person, lie iz certeinly worthy of our fullest trust sné confidence.

The "Iish Pricst of our profession™ is further presonted es being "worthy of
our cenfifence becruse of the feot thet e 1 perfectly greciocus, "We have not en
hizh priest which cen not be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, But wss
in rll points tem.tod like me we rre, yot without sin.,™ The trofold frot thet Ie
beers the ¢ivine dignity of tho Son of God anf thet lle is invisible to tho eye does
not renfer Eim umsympethotic to our infirmities. Compassion with the wesknesses,
tke imperfections enc the foiblos of men was on indispensable quelific:tion of the
high priecst, ond this requisite of compassion Josus possesued in suprexe exnd
perfect nmersurc, e wrs tompted just es we are, and becsusc Ilo too hes been ex-
posed to the polsonous éarts of Srtan, ie indced "can Bo touched with the feeling
of our infirmities. Since this is the case, we cen heed the apostle's exhortation
to "™ odme holdly to the throne of grece," vhere our greoious Eigh Priest over mrkes
intercession for us, for thus we shell "obtrimfi mercy end find grece to help in tine

of resed. "




Ve Christiens csn ploce our full conficonce in ihe pricsthood of Christ
elso becaunsc of the fect that Lo is sinless, for the holy writer seys of Ilinmg
"o was in all points tempted &s wo ere, yot wikhout sin," Unlike the levitical
hizh priests, vho era themselves sinful men, and who thorefore hrd to offer up
srorific:s first for their omm sins, our gro-t Ejch Priest =es without the slight- ;
est teint of imporfection or of guilt. This point is elsborsted upon in 5.3; 7,26,2.
end 9,7, ellof which combine to show that tho ginlessness of Christ, the élvine
HEish Pricst, is o frotor in esteblishing the superiority of His priesthood over

the leviticel,

1XI,CERIST IAS T3 ESSENTIAL QUALIFICLPIONS FOR TiE PRISSTHOOD

This is the burdong of tho spestle’s diseml iz the first ton vorses of
Chapter 5, rné the stotouent of Christ's gualificetions is indecd oslont::ln:l. to
tho case vhich the ocutkor is loglcally, thoroughly, an skilfully presenting for
the superior oxcollenca of the high priesthood of Christ, the Son of Cod,

It_l YVe1=3 the euthor mentions the quelifications which every lilgh priest
mst posscss: "For cvery hish pricst teken from erong men is ordoined for nem in
things perteining to Gof, that ho mry offor both gifts snd secrificcs for sins;
Vho c~n heve commrssion on the immorant snd on them thrt ere out of the wry, for
thet ho himeolf is rlso ocompessed with infirmity, An? by reason hereof he ought,
eg for tho peaple, £o0 elso for himsolf, to o”fer mp for sins,™

The apostle now proceeds, vv.4=10, to show how Christ mersures up to these
gquelificetions, for lle, too, although ils wrs the Som of God, wes teken from sxong
men rné w:s ordeincd for men; He, too, offered up sscrifice for sins; Lo, t.0, hed
conpassion on the ignorsnt and the erring,

The high priestly oiflco is on honor, TIME,"Ehrensnt’:, vhich no one “takesth
uwnto hinself,"” but which is ioﬂgtﬂm.toh obtelfind solely by divine apzointnent,
Tms laron for exemple woe called to the high priesthood by God, cf. Exod. 28,

In like monver, Christ, the grester Asron, "glorifieé not Himsclf to bo mnde en
high priest;¥ Ze by no moens errogeted unto Iimsclf the honorsble office of high

sriest,
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“ut vhile Christ snd ioron were alike in #hrt neither usu:u.wd the office, Wut
rether wore ctlled to the high pricsthood by God, yet Christ is far mperior to
Aaron,not only rs to His porson but £lso se to the memner of Eis call, Tms the
holy writer declares that it wwrs God who glorificd Christ to be =ade en high
pricst, nemely, "Ne thet seid wnto Ilim, Thou ort my Son, tofry heve I begotten
Thee. As Ep ceith slso in enother plece, Thou ert e priest forewer after the
order of lelchizedek,"™

lie »ho solermly ¢cclores Christ to be His Son, Pselnm 2,7, is the semo vho
formelly crlle Mim to e priest, Pselm 110,4, Tho former quotatisn recrlls Eis
eternrl ronesis from the Fathor, ch.1,5, vhilo the lrtter omjhesizes His desls— izl
2e¥#isn ¢ ligh Priest. Tho epostle citos these two lBssienic passpges to lond
force to liie deseription of Christ ez fhe ¢ivine ni:d: Priost, for iio therohy sroves
thet lie vho hrs bogotton the Son from all oternity hos cesused slso the fulfilmens
in Hin of the jrophecy which salls Christ “c priest forever aftor the order =t
(TAXIN, i.e., ciarccter, memmer, kind) of Lelchizedek.,™ The two scts related,
but not identical. The seme Ope vhon God rédresses cs "ly Son,™ IYIOS ll.ll, 8p=
pointed the Lord en? IHelr of crention, Ho elso dcsignetes ek "e priest forever”,
EIERSUS EIS TOXN AIWHA; in the Sonship of Christ lsy Kis destinetion to the priest-
Rood, The cell of Christ vrs in full conformity vrith the prophccy of the Old Tes-
tment, And the kizk priesthood of Christ is not efter the orderg of heron, But
of lalckizedek, vhose rriesthcod wre insgperebly comnectéd with royal ¢ismity; he
was both king end pricst, en? times wes the icfeesl type of Him who wes to bde the
greet kingly Priest end priestly King, Thus the holy writer,in portrsying Christ
the ijsh Priest r. the otornrl Son, once more ¢rives home with compelling force .
the sublime tl}zth of the Delity of Christ.

Christ possessed not only the regquisite of legltimete rppointnent, dut, &s &
true men, Io hcd also those qualifications to which the cpostle roforred in vv.l-3
a8 boing essential to the high ?rientkood. Thus, the apostle decleres of iim,
YV.7.8: "Who in the deys of &Iis flesh, vhen iie hed offered wup pray>rs end




supplicstions with strong cr ing end toars unto Hin thet w28 able to sgeve Hinm
from doath, oné wes heeré in thet Lo forrod; ‘Though lio woro & Son, yot lerrned
Eo obof¢lence by the things which lio suffered.m

lle took wpon Iims.1f our flosh, in order thet Gio might be ™teken from smong
nen."' Iiregver, ie wosrordaincd for meh in things perteining to God,™ in that ilo
roffered up preyors ond supplicetions with strong orylhg end tears unto Iinm that
wes eble to ceve Ilin from doath, end ves hnr“li.n thet Ie fesrod.™

in? tho conseguonce of I'is ¢ischerge of Iis hirsh priestly office? ™Though
He werz p Son, yet learn=d He oborfienco By the things vhich Ne suffered, ind be-
ing n~fe perfect, e decrme the suthor of eternel selvetion (AITIAS SWTERIAS
ATVEIOU) unto nll them thet ohoy Him; Crlled of Gof rn high pricst sfter ths
oréer of “elchizedek,™ Although Christ wes the etermsl, onlyshbegotten Som of
God, yor, the true God limself, the s;ostle stotes, yot Ee suffered - snd words
crmot be found to dezcribe the fepth and the bitterncss of thet suffering -
and thus "leerneéd obeélence »" thot obedionce which was an essentiesl part of His
redenptive work, snd whiok lie locrzed by voluntery subaission to God's appoint-
nent, cp, Phil,.Z (-8, licnce also lle was eninontly gqualified to “have m mpassion
on the igsoront ond on thom that are out of tho way.,™

:ti:nwé:rht hoé shown Iirdslf "obedicnt unto doath, even the dcath of ths
eross,™ Phil.2,8, lio was "nede porfect™, TELEIWIEEIS, in Iiis medietorirl reletlon-
ship to Cod. Vhon Christ on the cross cried,T=TELESTAI, Iis stoning work ™=s
complote; ile hed performed Iiis high piiestly ¢uty of ™offering up srerifice for
eine,™ An? thoroby Ie hes boccre ™the suthor of oternel zelvntion unts rll them
thet oboy Iinm,”™ Thoro ie no selvetion sport from Christ; lio is Lts one perssarcl
Principel, re omr suthor doscribes Xim in 12,2, "Jeguz, the iuthor snéd Finisher
of our faith., The salvction vhick ke hes wrough is eternsl, end 1s e:joyed by

81l thoso who "oboy Him™, thet is, who put their trust in ili alone rs tholr Savia,



The condl ufing vorse of this cection.i= noteworthy. The writer declcros
th't Chrict, tho futlor of ctorm~l srlv-tion ir "celled by Gof =n hizh priest
after the order of iolc::isodek," PROS.GORSUTEEIS iYPO TOU THEQU ARCHISREUS ALTa
T3N DAXIN ELC:.IZEDEK. Bruce's coxziont on this verse is gso felicitous thet o
quote 1t in full: "Tho style is éranetic ené the langurge exoticmel. Uod is
noved by the spoctacle of Iiis Son's solf-sacrifice, as olf old Lie haé boon noved
by the roofinoss of ibrehem to secrifice Issmc, exnd oxclasiizs, 'Thou art s Priest
indecd3* Thrt the writor is not thinking of & formel eppointmont , Which croates
r poeition previously non-existont, sppears from tho libertios he- takos =ith the
~orés of tho orrclo which Sonteins tho evidence thet Christ wrs e Cod-celled
priest: *ii-h priest' subsituted for 'priest' ond 1forever' omitied. Tho former
of thoge chencce iz spoecirlly noteworthy. It is not eccidontel ené triviel, but
intenfod ond eirmificent, The eltoretion ir mmdc to sult the situstion: Christ,
slre: 2y ~ Ilipgh Priost in virtue of functione snologous to thoze of iaron, end
now eni henceforth r priest sftor the ord:::- of “vlchizmecéek (tle two grect onti-
typicrl titl.s inwoven in onc). Trensleted into ebstract lexneco, v.10 supplies

the retdoncle of tle fret stetod in v.9. Its effoct is to toll us thet Christ
became the euthor of oterunl sclvetion bocouse Eo wes & true High Priest after
the oréer of iolchizofok: author of selyztion 'rn virtue of iils being o yriect,
suthor of etermal salvoti.n boeceusc iiis priéesthood wes of the lelchizeRek type -
never enfing," (p.193).

The spostle's rofcrence to the lalchizedekien cherreter of Christ's priest-
‘hoo? provifos e link with the next section, in which Christl is doscribed in His
enproity ~s ¥yxk Priest eftor the order of “elchizefek. It is the epostle's plen
to employ the Aeronic priesthood to G% the n-ture of Chriet's priestly
functionz, nn¢ the -elchizedekien priecthooé to shor their oternrl worth and vellélty.
Es does not orploy the torms "priest™ pnd "high priest" promiscuously, but iz ceare-
ful to orll Christ ™priost™ whon comgrring Hinm with lLelchizedek, snd "high priost

when comparing Ijm with deron, In ligs high priestly sscrifice of iij-self on eerth,



in Egx hish pricetly éntrrnce into tho honvenly senctuery, end in His high
prieetly Intercessicn for Ills people bofore tho throno of God, Christ is the
entitype of Arron. In Nis corbinetion of the royel endf prisstly offices, in

Hie lofty supre-legrl éigmity :nf in &Iis infepenfence of time oné of =matursl de-—
séent, Christ is tho entitype of iolchizedok., With this tremsitionel thaght,

Ve pass now to tho cousidoratiin of tho islchizedckian charcctor of the sriesthood
of Christ,

II.CERIST i PRIEST AFTER THE OKDER OF LELCEIZEDEK
~ In the finol vorze of Cheptor 6, the apestle, referring to '!am 88 our
"forerunner , PRODROIDS, who h-o “entered into thet within the veil," (viz,, thet
i’e h~s entered the proegonce of Cod es the hera:l._s:i and gunrentee of our entrence),
reecl:oes the feclerrtion “hich ho.r.pae 4in 5,10, end reoforc to Christ es™n high
sriert forcver =fteor the order of L’elchisodék.“'

liow the ppostle, in Cheptor 7, -glggggs &ﬁgp dezeription of thet etrenge ené

eirlted fizure of the old ¢isgenemtion, lelchizedek, enf then proceceds to prove,

in ¢ very cleer ond loglc:l monugor, the supekfosity of his priesthood over tho (lar-wic-

loviticel priesthooé, e T:ct which hes as i1ts moturel correlotive the superlority g
of Christ's priesthood over tho levitical, imazmmch as Christ is = priest after
Lolchizedek's ordoer,

mFor this =elchizedok, king of Selem, priest of the most high God, w0 met
Aprehen returning from the slsushter of the kings, rnd blessed hin; To whom elso
Avrehen geve & tonth part of all; first boing by interprotetion King of rightoous-
noss, end efter that also King of Selem, vhich is, King of perce; Without frther,
without mother, Wwithout dezcent, hrving noither begl.nn@ of frys, nor ond of life,

but mede like unto the Son of Gof, rbifeth » préost contimmlly,™ vYv.1=3.
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Lslchizodek 1s hore portresyed as an extreordl nery king, for hs is
callod, in cccordence with tho meening of his nsme, "Kiug of rightoousness,~
beings h;lﬁs-:lt righteous, ruling in righteous=zoss, end hrvin rightoousness
28 the sphero of his rotion. Furthermoro, Ie is "King of Selem, ~hich is
Kinz of perce,"” dJorusrlen, the city over vhich lslchizedek in £1l probedbiliy
ruled, 1is itsclf the inhorit-nce or éwellin--plrce of peace. Bedfes beins r
king, homevar, he wrs slso e"pricst of the most high CGod.,™ ind = unique
priest indeed he wre, for he wes "without fether, without mother, without
¢eszcont, hrving noithor beginning of feys. nor end of life,™ T:isg deoscriztion
¢ocs not imply thrt -elchizedek wes a superhumsn being, dut tho sttributes
rgoribed to him xxk heve = typlerl ené prophetierl siguificence, eg spplisea
to the mmumer iz vhich ho is mentioneé in Scripture. The foot :'ﬂlblei'.ued\b
18 ¢eolered to bo APATIR, ALATUR, AGEEEALOGETOS, mesns simply that nothing
is oricd in Sckijture concerning his fether or his mother or his geneclogy.
Thiz shows thet the royel priesthooé of “elchiszedek 1s to regerded =5 a
surely porsonrl firmity, ené notI:: treced “eck to eny c!.rcun.star.eo of matu-
rel fescent. lbreover, he ig seld to heve "noither ;egln:-.lng of ¢ays, nor
end of life,™ that is, Scripture conteins no recor”? either of, the beogimning 3
or end »f hig errthly life or the begsinningz or en® of his priesthond, “te
m~kes ¢ nystericus, mozentery epperrsonce out of etarnity on the st~fe of
time, then éisepperrs forever from view™(Bruce). iilez life st hoth endsd is
shroufed in nystory. Thus, "he sbifeth s priezt oo ntimurlly,™ — the chercc-
ter of his pricethooé is permcront, wnbroken by tramsmission or inheritruce,

Ané in thesc respects he is epn ominent tyse of Chrisf,“=ede like umto &
the Son of God," ~PILIOINLEROS TwW iYIW TOU TiEQU, Christ, like :'elch:l.lalek,
'I;_at to on exolted degrce, wes both & priest of the m.st high God sud o king
of rightcousness sand percae, both of which corcepts ore prosented in the 0ld
Testenent es cheregteristics of the lessienic era, Christ, like “elbhizodel
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es frr e ljg priosthcod wrs coucernod, was "without f:thor, without nother,
vithout descenty™ iis priesthiod wos unique, iceal, hoving mno G.P'I‘m' on
perextege or ¢escont, but besed on porsonsl, not techhicel or cxternsl, qusli-
ficetions, Christ, like lolci.izodek, hed "neither beglmning of éays nor ond
of life,” Chrysbstom soys: "We know of no bogimning oné no end of oither -
in the crge of iclchizedok, becruso they have found no records in tho cace of
Christ, becruse thoy have 1o existence,” Thus also Christ, like l’alohi.lee.ek.
but agoin in & for higher sonse, "rbideth a priest conthmelly,”™ porpetuslly;
g'nce Iis pricsthood is m personcl prerogative, inheront in Ninsolf -lone,

it is mchrnrerllo rn@ undnding, To swmverize: In evory respect, in Eis per-
gon~l ~n¢ officlel chrrecter, -olchizedek wes » romerkeblo &né outzt-nding
tyse of Chrizt, the Som of Cof. .

Iaving degsefibec tho nsture -nd office of «elchizedek, the spoctle ow
8o%ed ou, vv,4=10, to show the cuperiority of his order over tmnfé.;i.ﬂ.cal
priesthoué, “lich ho proves in o very logicsl feshion fru: two golnts: _

1. Zolchizedek roceived tithes from Lbrehen; 2. iblehizedok Dleszed ibrahsnm,

In ve,2 tho writer hed declarcd of —elchizedek, "To hlton elso Librahon gevs
o tenth part of cll,” :ilo agein takes wup this thread of h:l.s ergusont in vv.4.
5.8.10: "Kogv consifer how great this men was,.-unto whon even the patrierch i-
drehen srve the tonth of the gpoils, ind vorily, thoy thet ere of the soas of
Ievi, who receive the offico of the priesthoor, nluwe e cormenément to teke -
tithes of the nocple sccording to the low, thet is, of their brethren, though
thoy como out of the loins of Abrehrm,...And here men thet dieth receive tithes;
but there ho roceiveth thom, of wlion it is witnesszed that he liveth. ind s I
ney £0 sy, levi rlso, vho recceiveth tithes, psié tithes in ibrohen. For ‘is v E
yot in the loiuns of his f:ther, whon ielchizedok nct him ™




Lvihen ~ng infoed e sroet men, one of the rroatest in tho entire Serip-
turrl reuor!l'. for unto hin wore the promisos given, en? he wes destined to be
:lahn fother of tho frithful: doreovor.. vhen Lele“izefek mot hinm, A‘H‘-hrn e at
tho yery surmit o” his n~teriel gre tnoss, heving just erergeé ﬂ.ctt;rlm from
hMe encountor with tho kimge. Ane yot, grert trough he wrs, ho pelf tithes to
lelchizedek, thuc expressly ccknowledgirng the royel pﬁ-est as the more 1lluctris
tug o the two, so thrt the hdly vwriter oxcleims; "liow consider how .rest this
wen wes, unto whom even the petrierch ibrehsm grve the teath of the spolilsi™

But how cdoee this prove the superiority of the ~elchiszedokien priesthood
to the {.oﬂ.ticnl? The matter is very clenr. The leviticsl _ricsthooé indeed
enjoys zreet ‘él.;,ni.ty enfé honor, since by the Lord's omm comxan¢ the sous of
Lovi ;:;ogghos froa the poopk , their own brathren. Ilixw, et the time vhen
Lbrehen palf tithes o lelchizedck, the petriarch contsined within his body the
sced of his sre-~t-grandson levi, or, as the ruthor decleres, "Levi.. s yet in
the loins of his father (i.e, Xbrshsm) when “elchizedek met him,™ ZLence, vhem
torchem peid tithes to Lielchizedek, Levi, in the loins of LAbrahem, erlso, in ¢
menner of spesking, paie tithes to Eelchizedek, Thereforo, #c the peying of
tithos is r merk of the inforiority of the peyed to tho shoipient, tims sovi,
who hincelf receives tithes from tho peeple, is clearly proen to be infericr %o
ielckizecek, inecrmch es 40 peig, tithes to him, Ané this 1z reenforced by the
" strtemonts "iere mon turt dlefthet is, the levitiorl priests), Jmtxix recoive
titkes, but therec he receivoth them (i.e., ielchizedek), of vhom it is witneszed
thrt he liveth.," As opslied to Christ, the Son of God, vho wos mnéde & perest
rfter the order of “olchizodek, this nsturally infers lijs campleto superiority
over the loviticel priecthocd.

Tho out:or proves the superiority of ilelchizedek over Awrehen, rnf as &
conseggence, over “evli ~n? the Leviticel priessthood, rlso froa the f-ct thet




izlci:izodok ®loszo¢ the ystriarch. It is s self-cvident truth thet "without
all contradiction, tho less is blosued by tho better,” v.]. Abrahen was blessee
1y Ielchizedok, Monce ielchizedok mmst have boen the botter of the t+wo. Abra-
kom, to whom the promices uf the coming Sevior hed Beon given, w3 bleszed by
t#ho nen vho veo the 5ype of ldn vho w™s both the iver snd the subject of the
promises,

Epving thus esteblished tho superority of lblchizodek over Abrshen, rnd,
by losierl decuction, the superbority of his priecthrof over the Leviticel, the
inrpired rriter now turns to the censiferstion of the superzescicn of the levi-
tlerl pricsthood ~nd the supeitority of Chrictrr priesthood. Vv.t1.12: ~If .
therefore perfecticn wore by the leviticrl priesthood, (“or under it the people
received the l-w) vhet further noeé was thuro thrt snother-priest should rise
efter the ordor of Iblclizodek, end not be orlled efter the order of —cron?
For the priosthoof boing chanpud, there is mede of reccssity o chsnge elso 8£
the lew,"

It was evicdent that perfoction could not come by the leviilcel priesthood
:né thoe lbgrl ¢ispencotion woon which 1t w's foundod. The 0ld Tosterehk
irlestz coulé¢ not possibly bring the people to the nerfect enjoynment of those
%lossin~s vhich shey pointed out; they could only point forwverd sné shov the
=ny to the ultinmnte roelizet’on of those bdlessinge, nemoly, in the pronised
Yerrieh. If the loviticel priesthood hed been perfect, there would heve beon
no necé to rsire up r:othor priect, of e different en? unigqus order = ¢ priest
effnr the order of ialchizedek, not celled ofter the order of Aeron. There-

fore, since such & new end preeminent Priest hes crisun, through whon perfection

is etteineé, it follows thet the Levi:iccl priesthocd could not heve been perfat,
- e

Accoréingly, since thero is a change in the priesthood, thero mmst bo a
_ correspondinz chenge of the law, The relction Netreen the priesth.od and the
law 15 so close thet one cemnot be chengeé without the othor; the new priesthod

mst ko unéor & new rogulation,




s.upnr:loﬂ.ty Ije epostle, heving ziven voice to this ﬂm.ught, groceods to
13:1 mz; B cleboreic upon it, proving thorefrom the superiority of Christig

priesthood, Iie shows thet thic cuperiority is sixfolé: 1. 43 to
orizin; 2, is to form n;u:' order; 3. iAs to officecy; 4. i3 to establishzent; 5,
43 to éuretion; 6. is to moral qualifications.

l. "o of vhom thece things rre spoken portsinoth to sanother tribe, of"
vhich no mon gove sttendence nt the elter. ¥or it is evifent that ocur Lord
spreng out of Jufeh; of vhich tfibe ligses speke nothing concerning priesthood,’
wW.12,14. Thue doer the hely "ritor describe the transferonce of the nriesthood
from one *“ribe to rnother, rné the consequent sugeriority of orizin of the new
pricathoof over the oléd., J. Cerpellus writos: “Trensl-tio non veluti e remo rd
romm, ged eb prbora ed rrhorem,™ Iio vhoso eternrl priesthood wrrz urophesied
in Pesln 110 bBolonmz not to the trive of levi, be the old covenent praecribed,
but to emother tribe, the tribe of Juée, cp., Gen.4$,§.10, waich hef zmever, in ey
of itc zomors, boon ep.oirted Lo pr!.e.tly scrvice. The esteblichmont of the

unigue orih =x2 of the priesthooé of Cirist is a vitel link in tho ckein of

srgumont vhich the suthor is forging to prove Christ's superiority.

2, "iné yet 1% is fer morc evidemt™, the spostle cobiimues,"for aftcr the
l%ﬂuﬂa of lelchizcdek thore rriseth smother priost, Tho 18 nrde, not citer
the 10~ of r cernerl cormencnent, "ut efter tho povor of ~n enfless life, TFor
there is verily » disenmmlling of the com-endmont going before for the weaknoss
‘rne unprofitrhloness thereof,” vv.18.19. It is cideerly evident, eccoriinz to
the ruthor, thof tho prédsthood of Christ is more exccllent then the “eviticel

priecethoo, Bceruge the O0ld Testement prierts wore mrde "rfter the lew of e orr-

L% o Hasawiafl Con . ﬁ-r:!fs:a, Blueeni ™~ Ro:i:}'-}
n~l comandment,™ whoreee Loréd wcs nede "pfter the pover of sz @i lose life.-

L double contrest between the old end new pricsthoods is here preeéntad:(f) The
former is KLTA EOLON; tho lattor is KATA DYILIJN, (2) The formor is dejéndent



upon vhet is SARKIME; the letter on whet helongs to ZuE IKATLRLYTOS. The levi-
tic-l prieets infeel wore m-fe efter the po-er of s errnel cormeniment, for they

vere horn of florh, they offered wup secrificer of flesh, ~:¢ they fled, rccord-
inz to mortrl flosh. The Son of God, horever, hocere e priest, not bzcruse of
rny legel coipulsion, but beoruge of tho power inm Eis own neture which compelled
Ein rnd enrbled Iijm to undorteke iis priestly work; lio infecd is irde sftor the
p/over of on endlosc, indestructible, indissoluble lifc - g lifc wilch evon
survivoé ¢erth. indto prove the preominorce of Christ's priezthoof to the ids-
ronic a2lso in this roespeet, she smthor once more guotes Pssla 110 to yxm support
hic erguent: “For lic testifioth, Thou ert o priest forevor after the order of
lelchizedekl™

3. Boceuse the priosthood of Christ is botter then thet of the olé Giupenn_
ticn by virtne of Iis being conditutod ofter tho ju~er of sn ondless lifoc, 1t fal-
loms th-t Iiiz priesthood is of rre~ter efflc-cy thon the formor, This is the
point vhich onr eruthor frives home in vv,18,19: "For there is vorily =~ éismn-
mlling of the comuendnent going Yefore for the wesrknmes:z end unprofitcbloness
thereof. For the iow made nothing perfect, tut the bringing in of - pettor hope
¢i¢, by the which wo drcw nigh¥ unto Cod,™ :

The legel dispousetion of the 0ld iestement era has now been ebrogrted, be-
ceuse of its werk end unprofitoble chrrecter, cp. Gal.4,9; Rom.8,3. It wes too
week to bring ebout perfection end inadequete to unite men with God. It revesla
the holy will of God, it taught ceremonies ané rudimonts, 1t foreshacdowod £nd
presented typés, but it perfected nothing,

Whorors tho Yew mofe nothing perfact, the bringine in of a better hope i,
viz., of a bettor priosthooé, Funceeded vhore the formor dispensat on had ravi.lof,
for by the bringing in of this hettor hove "we drew nighf unto God.,™ Under the
oF lrw, only the priects could ér~w nesr to God, Kow, hiwevor, there is no more




berrior botveen God en¢ men; the voll which hid the Holy of Holi:s has beon
remved, oné eccess to God is opong end froo to nll mon. T is ds one of the
eelient points in the Bpistie., Chriutienity is pre:zentcd es the roli-iom of

the better hope, or rethor, of the Dfgfect hope, Badsuse Christ, thed Son of Gos,
is our grort Iych Tricst, wo loern from this Epistle thet we can "enter into

the holiest by the bloo? of Jesus, by e new nneZ livine wey, wiich Ie hrtcon-
recreted for wue, through the vell, thet is to ery, Iie flesh; /inf heving rn
kigh priest over the house of Oof; Let ur &rrw neer with o true heert in full
essumrnce of feith,"™ lioh,10,19-22,

4. The epostle adéucesctill another proof for the superiority of the se-
cercotel office of Christ, viz., tho f:ct thet 1t wes esteblished by Uoé's ooth:
ke dechres, vv, 0-22, "ind Inasmuch 8 not «rithout en oath He was ns-de'priest
(¥or those pricsts were mede without en osth; but this with on osth by Eim Inet
seié wnto iilm; The Lord swerc end will not repent, Taou ert a pricst fasver
efter the orfor of -elchizcéek); By £0 muoch wes Josus nece & curety of a better
toctemont, The fivine sp:;ointmr.ﬁpf Christ rs the etormol Hjgh Pricst hee baon
n-fe by sn onth, by the most biAcfingz rnd wmelteredle forn of obligrtibn lmotm
to men, In this the priesthood of Christ @ifforod from end surpsssed thet of
the “eviticsl priortz, for they wore iméucted into thoir office without the sol
emm form-1ity of xn binding thoir pricethoof withk on orth, Tho frot tiet they
were nrfe priects without =n oeth indicstec the temporsriy end mporfu'l‘: che-
reoter of :their office, ené¢ of the pximxtkymi covenent under which thoy served,
in contr:st to which the priesthood of Christ is doclérod to be fixed, permencdy,

porfect, end hence perpyetuelly gné wholly satisfrotory to God.
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The rportle strtes *‘he menner in which the pricsthood of Christ weo

estrblished by the Frther: ™But this (wws mede) with en onth by Him Him thot

J ] welanit Eowand” - 02Y) -
eeld wnto Him, The I-or!"mare rné will not ropent; Thou ort £ jriest forever
efter tho oréer of iclohizedek,™ Cod ¢oes not sweor osths lightly or proals-
cwously. Uhon it is s:i¢ of lijm thet kLo hes sworn ené will not repont, it is
evident thet shy elierction of iils plans is excluded, end thot tho srissthood
of Christ ig final end etornal. ifhe Asronic sacerdotsl System wes wntl.lfaotoz;
to Elnm, thercfore ifio hoc ordeined the now priest to bo constituted after tho
ordor of Lelchizedek, the precminence of which hes alrecacy beca zroved.

Since the establichment of the yriesthood of Christ wrs so mmch dotter then
thet of the jeromle 1line, the epostle conclufes: "By so mch was Josus n=7c &
furety of r bottor tosiement,™ KLT. TOSCUTON KREITTONOS DIATHEKES GEGOIRN
SCCY0S ISSOUS, The superiority of the priesthood of Chrizt involves tho ou-
seriority of the covonsnt brsed upon it, Tho greater excellence of the new
covonriice over the old corresgonfs to the mepsure in which its suroty, =£ &
pitost constituted by en osth, is ;x:e-"lif.:r then ¢ pricst not constiiuted by en u
oeth,

Josus is cnlled the ¥surety, BUGY(S, of the better tostsment. "It is

Jous ec the cternsl Priost cfter tho order of elchizedek, as the ris.n end

exelted One, who 18 hero spoken of &s an EGULICS, And iie is so orlled beceusde
thet nev rolntior botween Cod ené men, which'the result of lis groet solf-
offering here, hre now in Iinm, 88 our Forermmer in the hervenly senctuary,
6,20, end therc royrlly cromod with zlory -nd honor, 2,9, its persorrl sccu-
rity for contimusnce snd comletion. 4s truly rs He is Priest and Kingz, so rs-
surcdly will the promises of the covenrnt be fulfilled in us, — » covenant whid,
in ¢fistinction from the impotence of thet of Simei, hem for its o:jects tmo
porfection end etornel roelitiocs - froe, uxclouded commmnion ~ith God — eternsl
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glory. Our hope rizes wpwards contimuslly to Iiin; in Ein it sees itself ac-
comrlished, Th: onth in tho Pseln vhich mokes Iinm Priect is the sign of a pro-
mise, not of a comven’ment. IHis everlesting priesthood is not e more, office
comitto? to Mn, tut e solormly recogniszed possession cbteins? in tho way of
eu"foring, Ané rll o hez obteined wrs obteined for us, Ie oxists rn? 1lives
for us etorn=lly, Iis indissoluble 1life ez Priort ond King ir the infizsolule
boné which unites us with Go?, rnf essurce us of the enfurence of this bliszful
fellowship.™ (Delitssch,mps Vol.I,pp.368.369.)

5. Christ'c pricsthood is of grector worth then that of tho “avitic:-l
priests rlso beceuse of the extont of its Currtlon £s compered with theirs. To
this frot the suthor next gives oxpression, wv. 23-25: "iné they truly were many

({0 F\ld'lmﬁl.-'l‘}g‘-l.!n':. ,.fwu.a.,-lu-n-s-djﬂau ﬂ”‘
priests, bocruse thoy wore not sufforod to contime by resson of ¢enth;ABut this

pen, beerwde Lo contirmeth evor, ..ct!-. u‘umhnr.poblo pricsthood. Vhereforo ile
“heotl for™- PSY)

is edle to save thom to the uttorr-..ost,-.thrt cone unto Go¢ By Ein, secing 4c ever
liveth %o mrke intorcossion for them™
The Invitierl priesthood ox-erienced e contimuel chenge in jorsemmel; they
=ere truly "m-ny priecte,”™ The 0l@ Teztrrmont priects were mi-'f-.'el, “their erctiviy
wrg cut off by forth, rnf thus the leviticnl system wac enything but fixod and
£qttk &, Christ, on tho othor hend, is the oternsl Son of God, who “comtimueth
ever,™ end thoreforo Lis pricsthood is “unchengeablew, LPLRABLTGI, Els office
is unrlterable, invioledle, incapeble of being tremmmitted from Iim to snother,
for ¢ is its solo and contimunl occupant, snd willy remsin so foraver.
Accorcingly, “Eo is eble to seve them to the uttermost thet come unto God
by Hiof - lic grents perfcet end everlesting salvetion to cll those who trust in .
Eim, for "lo ever liveth to moko intcrcossion for them,™ This is the serxo

thousht to vhick the euthor gives expression in Ghepter 12,24: "Yof °re COmB..w




to Josus, the :ndletor of the nmow covonent, ené to the blood of sprinkling,
thet spesketh bottor things then ikek thet of ivel,™ Jesus Christ hes dicome
our rll-sufficient Sevior, our effcctusl Intercessor, by virtue of Iis otermal
Deity.

6. Tho cuthor brings Mis inspired srgumont for tho superlority of Christh
pricsthood to e icgnificent climex by emphssizing the spperiority of Iis morel
quelificetions, vv,26-28: "“For such en high pricst beceme us, who is holy,
hornless, unfefilod, separrte fron cimmers. end mefe highor then the horvens;
“ho mecfeth not ¢elly, rc those high priecsis, to offer up srcrifice, first for
hiz o™n sing, ruf then for the peoplers, for this e #id once, when Eo offered
up fimeclf, For the l-w meketh mon hichf priests which heve infirmity; but the
wort ‘of the orth, which weg since the lew, mekoth the Son, who is conzecrested
for cvernore,™

The gpostle rz-~in oints to the fact thet the !ﬂev:l.t!.on]. igex priestc were
by no neens perfoct, ut were themwelves sinful men, for of noccessity the lew
constituted mon ez high priests who were infirm, subjoct to the woelmess aué
deprevity to which tho flosh 1s heir. .ind bacsuse they were sinners, thoy
wero constroined first to offer up sacrifice for their own sins beforo they
undertook to moke sn offering for the poople's sins, Furthernmore, since the
enirals vhich they secrificed were but mere shedows of holiness, physicslly
feultless Tut intrinsicelly vorthless, their offering haé¢ to beer contimsl
repetition — en® this in itself is ~n undenisble mark of inferiority.

Yerk =211 the superior morrl quelificstioms of Christ, ™Such r high
priest begcems us,™ 'J!OIWM GAR HSLIN EPREPEN ARCHIEREUS, the spostle avers.
Suzming up 211 thet has been spid concerming the “slchizedeklon charccter of
the grent lligh Priest, the suthor ceclares that s high :riest of thnt type was
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meeéful for ws, for lo ond fto alons can bring end kecp us nigh wnto GoZ, Xe

"boceme us™, heceuse e is "holy", HOSIOHS, perfectly rightecus in ell @iz re-

lations; e is "hrrnless™, AKAKOS, immocent snd free of sny feult thet night

¢isquelify Fin ~s Hi{ch Pricst; Ne is"undefilod™, ALIANTOS, uncontrminstod by

sin, despite iiis contret with the world, cp: Lev.2t,1 end 22,9; Ie is "soparete

EECIIVRISIEROS AP0 TN IALARTVLIN,

fron simmers,m/fietinct from them in Fir mornl perfection; Ee is "aefe higher

then tho heevnns," iYPSELOTER0S TWH OUBANWN GENOL:NOS, exslted to the throne

of mejesty on high. ZLere in Christ we heve the jforl of :riosthood, rné o is s

iferl orly Wbeceuso Lo is the cternrl Sond of God. ("-;lh-m{ﬂ'hﬁﬁ" o \‘HJJ-"‘” """‘L"L:"lf ri;’;')
But Christ is the iLigh Priecst vho “boosmo us", 12180 boenuso of ils grert

redietoriel work, which so far surpessed thet of the -!-'aviti.enl arlests, ihore.

83 tholr seerificos nccdeé coutimuelly to bo regaa'l;ad, beesuse of the iuperfoe-

tion hoth of oricst eué victinm, Iis wes & sinsle secrifice, which neoded no

ropetitlon, for ™this “c ¢if once,” It wrs of sufficient worth ond valicity
of it5-1f %o rtonme for rll the sins of e£ll m-nkind for rll timel JAnd this
ginrle srerifice whiech -Tesus- offered up forived its infinite power fron the
fret thet 1t ez r zolf-s-erifice, for “No offered up ilimself.” e w-z hoth
the offici~tins Priost end the scorificiel lemb; yer, fe woe tho holy lemb wit-
out hlo.-.-.f-?:L.'-z end without epot vho wes offered up upon the alfer of Celvery's
cross s the oue fivine end perfoct sin-offering, by whose blocé rll sins rre
surgeé svay. Im'ea:'-, by the vory esct of :is self-gecrifice, :ie ge::onstreted
Hiuself to be porfoetly holy, the embofiment of Love. [ind hereiz slso e is o
tho fulfiluent of the Zblchizocekien type, for self-secrifice 1s truly en es- o
gentiel forturc of the iceal priksthood, whorein priest ané victla ere onc:',
The ojostle contdudes Iis argument by reiterating the fact thet the Son
wg constitutod » pricet by the wordd of tho oath, cited in v.21. This oath,

sworn by the Lorf in the prophecy of Psrla 11C,4, ™ns given "sinco tho Lew,™




inficrting thet the Lew wre imporfoct end neoded to bo revised, ind tho Son
ie"vonsecretod for cvermore,™ LIS TOL iIVIA Emmmm, ¢p. 5,7=10. This
serfootion of the “on iz iils sagor¢otel office hres now boon confirmed ané 5eaiad
by Iis exaltetion, sné will endure to sll otornity.

dms the ajostle in this rom-rkeble chapior hes portreyed Christ &s the
prisst efter the orfer of Lelchizedek, end hes logicelly shoma the transcerdent
Suporiority of Iiie priesthood. Ne hss by no meens finished Xis prosertatioz of
the priestly chrrrotor rnd office of Christ, mt contimmes to @iscuss t:is Bub-
Jest in Cheptors 8-10, ‘rorting it from the viewpoiht of:

IV, CZRIST T3 IiIGI PRIEST AS TIE ANTITYPE OF TU® IEVITICAL DISPELSLTICH
drrlicr in the courze of thc essay we mefe tho gbsorvation that Christ is
sortreyed as "priest™ when comprred with wolchizedek, rid as "high priest™ when
compercd with -erom exd the “eviticsl system. The ruthor h-s tkrosdy shoma
Iis superiority over the Jovitiéel priosthood; now ho procceds to .ozplc:l.n tha
womncr in -.-..-‘-.i.;:z; the Levitical disponsation forewhodovred ills iHigh Priesthood.
The e.uthor begins this pheso of lils fiscussion with the words: KEMF:IOH
S EPI TOIS :EEGBI.:EEOI», which Elcoll has eptly transletod, “How to crom our
present dlscourze,.” . :t;];:gim ;:;tg_ﬂ:v;i‘:;s;;;r:an:: -;;“ ;-1:;)0 exnlied position of
Christ: "7o h-vo such en high priest, vho is set on the rizht hond of tho
th.ro::e of the “pjes“y in t_ho hesvens," Cur Ilish Priest, Jasus Christ, is true
Go?; o occupics the pl-ce of ineffeble glory end puwer on thoe right henéd of
Go¢ the Friter, There Le oxsrciSs both Mir kingly emé ffipestly funotions. X
is the royel priest, not ¢ "cecerdotal ¢rufge™, for s interceses for simers
in liis raga-.l strte. The session of the &rent High Priest$ on the rizght honég
of tho .ajesty in the hoe:-renﬂ proves: i. Thet L2 is gro:tor then :ny Leviticel
high priest; 2, Thet iiis secrifice is of infinite worth, end therefore rccept-
eble to God; 3. Thot le is ell-puowerful, ané thms also "mighty to srvog" 4.
Thet X0 rbl.ees in the heavenly iply of iijlies coutimnlly, ever living to moke
intercession for @is people, unlike the ievitical high priests, wio went into
the Holy of liolies but once ¢ yerr. (Cp.Kretzmemn, "Populer bmnt'ry.'g.%s).




he gre-tness of tho If-h Pricst iz now proved by the plece of ijs min-
istry. lis is cellod "e ministor of the srxturry rnd of tho truo teberxrcle,
vhick the Loré pitches, end not mwn," Into the osrthly, meterisl teberiscle
rné senctusry the Igré Jesus nover ontored, for Eo wirs not o mezbor of the
leviticel pricsthiod. ILis high priocutly work wrs vestly more toble snd more
exelted, lie performed ijs sccordotel work ‘of atomnnent in thz "trub teborarncie:
SKENS ALETITNE, the ifeel, ontityplc-1l tebernrole of s omn body, end e now
flsoh-rgos Iis srcordotel futy of intercession in the the truc, celestial srnc-
tnery, of which Zo i r ninistor (TVE EAGIVE LEITOURGOS), Amd thet indeet w-s
pitcked not »v men, but %y the L.r¢ Eirself, vhich goes to prove the? incompe-
rable xaox preecminence of the fivine High Priert who serves there,

Zhe eputhor now states the ncceesery prrte of Christ's high priesthood, vv.
3=5¢ "For evary hizh priost ic ordeined to offer gifts end aer:l.ﬂ.u'; wherefors
it is of nccessity thet this :en hrve somowhrt slso to offer. For if ho were
on oorth, he sho.lé not be & priest, secing thet there esre priests th-t offer
glfis scecorcing to the lew, Vho serve unto tho exemple end sh.éow of he:vonly
things, ey lhses wns aduonishod of God whon hof was chout to moke the taber-
arclo, for, Soc, seith He, thet thou meke sll things sccording to the pettern
shovod to _t'l.-.ea in the mownt.,” Xonce, it mes necessary: 1. Thet Christ shoulé
have somothing to offer; 2. Thrt ilo should serform iis intercessory éuties in
Tleaven,

The universel law th-t evory Ligh priest is sppointed to offer gifts snd
gacrificos proves thet Christ, vho is the HEigh Pricst of the heavenly szenctuery,
is not i¢le or inrctive, but must dbe offering something. And that which Chrid
now offors to Go? is Iho presertetion of Eis flalshed szoririce. Just cs the
Jerish hizh prios'l; eould not onter into the iloly of Ei;llel without the blood
of the secrificiel victim, ch.9,7, 5o Jesus, the grector Hizh Priost, hoé to
ontor tho ¢ivine ssuctun with the blood of the grerter Yictinm — limselft .ad
that blood is of infimite sud eternrl merit, for it is the blood of the Son of

God,




Xproover, since Chrizt hrz bozn proven to be our Lizh Priest, 1t mm=t be
in ls:ven thrt ho is nmngis ninistry, for if Ile were on errth iie conld
zot sorve =5 o priest, lot elone ez the high priest; hesmce, it 1s nocessrry the
Christ porform his ljgh Priestly cutics in lleaven, The priesthood, sccoriingy
to tho ':'arr, wos restricted to men of the tride of Levi, which would heve ipso
feoto excludod Jesus, o melor of the trive of Juérh.

But far from detrsoting fro:m tho excellence of '{!S‘.I.l' priesthood, this
consider:tion irmorsurrbly emhences it, for tiwe epostle shows thet lio ig the
perfect HEizh Priost, of ~hom the Leviticel priecsthood —=s morely r type, raf ib
perforns iiis srcerdotel functions in the true, heavonly, holy plece, of rhich
the orrthlyZ trebornscle,bunilt by lpses in rccordexce with Cod's zppm specifi-
ertl ns, wog but p sh-fow, with no imspensent existenco nor intriasic vrlue,

The holy —riter contimmes hie ergunont for the preeminence of Chriszt, wv.

The lofi- 6.7s "But now heth llo o*trineé s more excellent ninistiry, by lLow
etor of e

Better Co- rmach rloo lio is the medietor of e batter covenent, vhich wre es-
venent,

teblished upon better promises. For if thet first covenrnt had
boen feultloss, then shoulé no plrco hove been sought for the scoond,™ The
ministry of Christ is superior to th-t of the Lovitical priesthood in prozor-
tion to the supokkority of the hecvanly to the errtily, of the real to the
symbolic. Sizce tho ministry of Christ 1A inclufed in Iis otivity os the
Le¢iotor of o botter covenent, 1t must sh-re in the superior excellence of
thet covonent. It is Fsuperior in thet 1t is & cleerer end more perfcct fis-
penzrtion of the ~rrce of Uof, the ™no plus ultrs™ of éivine rcveletion., Ilore-
over, it h-s boon estrblished on better promises, innsmmch es the frec offpr of
felv-tion, rc conteined in the dospel, 1# better then the abrolute demené of

perfection, es requircé by the ‘pvw,




The sugoriority of the now covenent is indisputeble, for, as the suthor
fecleres, "if the firut covencnt hed beon frultless, thon shoulé mo plece heve
been Songht for the second.” If tho old dispensation hef sccomjlished its gur-
0%@ of brinwing men to Gof, there woulé heve benn no need or dozend for e new
¢ispensetion, But tho formor covomw nt wee infeed found to be fsulty, rnd so it
he? to be superseder by = new dlspensetion,

The eroref writer now contimmes by gquoting Jeremish 32,31-34 to fescride
enf orphesize the preeminence of the new covensnt, vv,8-12. hocoréing to
this quotrtion, the now ane bettor covenent involves e better roletionship bo-
treon God onc iis peojle then thet which existed eccoréing to the covensnt which
Ee orde with the frithersy when lic - led then out of Egypt, bocruse of their un-
feithfulness end ¢isobcéience to thet covensnt,

This distinction, occordinz to the Lord's o'm declaration, is fourfold;
e "I will jut oy lawe into their minds, cné write them in their heertem; 2,
"I w11l bo X= to them & Cof, end thoy shall e to me e neoole’'s 3, "All ghall

Inor ne, from the lerst to the '—rcrton"g 4., "I will be n:ercif:l to their un-
rishtoousnosn, rn? thelr oing oné their iniguities will I rcmember no more,.™

The new ¢ispen:-ilon, to “e sure, is hesod upon better promises - promisos which
sre eont}ae in Chriczt, God's eternnrl Son,

The epostle clores the chrpter with the obsorvotion, "In thet lie selth, A
new covonrnt, e hrth mede the first old, Now th-t w.ich deceyeth enéd wexeth
ol¢ is reedy to venish oway.”™ Jhen God sperks of e now covencnt, the former
covencnt is¢ctheroby eutometicelly brended cs gld. Thus, elrérdy at the tine
of the Prophet Jeremich the ipselc dispenseation wes looked upon rs insufficlent,
ﬁmﬁ. moribund, Bruce's comzent on this point is too interesting tog de
pessed by: "The time of fulfilment hrs errived, Leviticalisa 18 decreplt, snc
death rmst ensue. Think of this, ye iebrews, vho cling to levitical orﬂ‘mu:




Seo: the high priest's hesé 1s white with age; his linbs totter from feeble—
mess; the Boarés of the teberzmscle sre rottenm; the veil of the ssnoturry is
woth-eeten. iverything portends spprosching éissolution. Lot it éie, then,
the hoery syetom, end receive from ¢evout men fecent buriel., Shut mot your
eyes to the vhite halrs and tottering steps, femsticelly striving to endow
the venerable with immortelity, enmbelming thrt which is n:l.:-au'.-y dend,. Aiccept
the inevitrblo, ho~evor peinful, ond finf comfort in the thought thet though
the Bofy &ies the spirit lives on, thet vhon the ol¢ peepes ewey sorething new
rnff ho*ter tekoc itz plece. It 1s sed to loce such » one reg Simeon the just
¢ devont; *ut why mourn for him vwhen Christ iz Sorn®™ {p.304)

In the ninth chepter the ruthor contimmes hir éizcussion of the cupsriority
o Christ'e priesthcod to the 01¢ Tostement cultus, €evoting the firzt fourtecn
vorses to e portrayrl of “hrlst rs the high Priest of s grecter end jore perfect
tebornecle,

lo leys the found:tion for his crgument by entering into e <esorijtion of

the old temernecle, vhich, icpressive thmmgk end eleborate Ehough it wes, in

its eqpolutmonts rnd scryices, wes only & symbol end shadow, Vv.1=10. Le calls
it e "worldly sex turry.” It wos worlély, for it perteined wholly to this
vorld, in thet it wez o tomporsry end non-stetidnrry ingtitution, sné¢ thus
ohrrecteristic of the wvorld, Yovertheloss, it wes a “senctuery”, for it wes

tha pl-ce in which Gof =rs plersed to &-ell, end it wrs to Eis glory rlone

thet it wes eroctcd enf m-intrined, The trbernscle wre dlvipifed into the
prrig: Tho outer prrt, crlled the ":enctuery”, which contrineé the cendlestick
ené the trdle with the sherbrend; rnd the inmer pert, celled the *holiest of
all", which wes éivided fron the outer prrt by the veil, rnd which hed the zold-
en coueer,{or golder alter of incense}, accoréing to the interpretrtion of TiX.
ILEERION (this, ho.ever, wes not wikhin the ligly of iiclies proper, but wes in- ‘
geperebly comnected with its ritusl), cnd vhich contained the irk of tis Covenerg



In the irk rapozed the golfen pot ®let he? menno, Asrontg rod thrt bufced, snd
the trblis of the covenent; the 1lié of the irk wrs the So-orlled "zercy-seet,w
vhich wes overshhdowed by the choruvims of zlory. Concerning theso h.ly sp-
pointcents tho ep.otle cccleres thrt ha Yermmot now spesk perticularly,™ end
therefore immediately goes on to gention the éutios end services of the taber-
racle. lie stotes thet ths orédinery priestc went contimally into the first ta-
bernocle, i.0,, the holy plece, t.o perforn their services, tut that into the
second, the Hply of Holies, "the high priect slone went once every yeer, not
vithout blood, which ho offored for himself en® for the errors of the people,™
The =reet truth which the Iioly Ghost , who iz identified here rs the ru-
thor of tho rituel, intonfed to inouloste thereby wee thet "the =ry into the
hollect of rll wre not yot mrde menifest, while s==got tho first tebormrcle w-s
yet ctendinz, The fect that umdor the old ecvemont therc wee no/ free eccess
to Go¢'s preaecuce is proven by the arrengement thet not sll

e lore :
Parfoct pricats, but only the high priest, wont into the Foly of ilolies,

Zebern-cle
thet he vent not elvays, but only ouce & yerr, end that he went not

e.pty-hended, 1ot freely, btut elveys with blcod.

The old tebornscle wes merely &' fizure for the time then prasent,” sné noe
of 1ts gifts end secrifices could nrke the doer perfect or setisfectorily ap-
peree hils conscicnce. For the 01¢ Testement institutions r:ure_only irmerfect
orfinrmncos, vhich consisted of externel, crrmerl remlrtium.' such ss neets rn¢
¢rirks an® dlvers wezhings, en? which were only temporery in éduretion, effactive
orly wtil the ™time of reformrtion,™ MECHRI KAIROU DIORTIISELS (liter~lly, “of

sorrection™, "putting things rizht"), nemely, the iler Tectsment err, in vhich
ell the defectz of the “eviticsl dEispensation woulé be remedied, the vell ~hic

& adilirmaly, .
hid the prosence of Uod removed, end wun brought into the right spiriturl treelk, @




In contrest to this shrdowy, typlecel, imperfoot institution, the suthor
now §0e8 on, vv.11,12, to picture Christ es “the high nriest of good things to
come,"™ nemely, of the lew Testement ¢isponcetion snf of the etern-l bRessings
vhich 1t supplies, This peffect Lish Priert, the suthor contimuss, ™hy e
gre=fer rnd mnre perfect trbermrcle, not mnde with henis, 'thnt is to =zey, ot
of this builfing; Neither by the blood of goste rnd crlves, but by iijs wen
blood le entered once into the holy plece,heving obtrined eternrl redemption
for us.™

Ihis ¢escription offers four marks of sugeriority for Chrict's high
priestly cctivity: 1. ilo is the Ligh Priest of e grerter ané more perfedt
tedurnecle, not of humen croation, o5 wrs the 0l Tostemant tabernscle, bub
Els omm Body. 2. Iie ontored the holy plece not with the blood of goets end
erlves, worthloss enimels, btut vith Kis own éivine ené precious blood. 3. He
entcred not meny times, es @i¢ the Ol¢ Testement hizh priests, but only once.
4, The redemption which e wrousht "ns not merely effective for » ye-rly res-
pite, but 1s etorn-l, :

Thue Chrict i the Hich Priest of supremo en? corplete efficecy, "Ihe
bloof of bulle en’ of gorts end the =zhae of on heifer sprinklinz the umclern,
srnctifioth to the purifying of the flesh”, declrres the epostle, Sut the peer—
lese worth of Chri.t's srcrific: ti¥reby becomes sll the more evicent, for “how
much morc ehell the blood of Chriut, who through the etermal Spirit offered
Elngdlf without spot to Goé, ;.urge your conscience from fer¢ works to sorve
the living doa®

mﬁ%;:%mble virtued of Christts sccrifice is expressed in the strte-
ment thrt lle offorce Eimsslf, Iils srcfifico wvns not mede under ikm cozpulsion,
but wns the free ond voluntery eot of Ijs own ¢ivine will; en? the s-crifice wiich
lie offered was mo paltry offering of animrls, tut His ovn precious ¥life. Thrt
iz the iferl of ercrifice snd pifesthood, ge mrevicualy aisted, And bec-use lie
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w8 the divine end porfect Lemb of dod, the suthor also ceclsrus that iie offered
Hjoself "without spot to Goc®. The Leviticel secrifices 'nre physicelly spot-
less, tut lie wes mornlly epotloss, the escence of perfection end of purity;
therefore e 18 tho ':‘umb of Gof "vhich teketh evey the sin of the worlé,"

But the spostle mrkes the sismific~nt statement thrt Ie offered Eimself to
God "through the eternrl Spirit." In contrrst to the errihly, mrterirl offering:
of the levitic~1 ors » tho srcrifice of Chrict w~s goirituel, in the highest
rence of th-t —ord, removed from rll reseoci-tion with rmndene, temporel, c-rmal

iders, Anf I'lg gecrifice 1s of eternrl, never-gnéing efficrcy. It 1s only

-becruee o the frct thnt the ercrifice of Chriet wre wmique, in thet 1t wes the

self-off:ring of tho Yodmrnm, thrt if possessed such perfoct emd everl-sting
velicity., Iauirn rosson cemmot coiyrehend how the Yol-men could ¢ie, but the
Eyllogisn is clesr: Jecus Christ ¢lod; Jesus Christ is Goé-mrn; ergo, the Goe-
zen ddod, ihe well-lnorm Lonten hymn, “0 grosse ¥gt, Gott selbst iat todt,™
is ther:fore brsed ugon sound Scripturel coctrire,

ig e rosult of the seerifice of Christ, our comsciences ere purged from
ford worke, worke thrt rre unprofiteble end sinful, oné we -re-encbled to devol
our lives to the cervice of the living God.

The Deity of Christ, Hie dlvino esecmce, is the fretor which glves to His
recrifice ite trenrcexw ent ond rll-cufficient velue. Or, to expraes 1t in ~no-
ther wey, the frct thet the Scriptures cdeclers the srcrifice of Chrisito be of

infinite value nroves lim to be true CGof,
In v,15 the epostle now presents the theme about wiich lie is to wecve the

remeinder of the chapter: "and for thik ceuce ke is the Isdiator of the Hew

fostenent " LESTUSS DILEEKES KaliliS. COhrist hrs insugureted & now dlspense-
tion, vhereby men are bdrought into a new ent holier relrtionshiy with God. The
purpose of Ils lieRictorship is immedietely steteds "That by mesns of éesth, for
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the refemption of the ironsproslons thet wore wnfor the first testoment, they
“hich rre crllod niskt receive the promisod of etornmel inmheritrnce,” ZFhe desth
of Chrizt iz here vie—ef from r retrospective rngle, -m 0l¢ Testeront belie-
vers h-_d' .:.-ecei.ved! the yromise of selv-tion throuch Chrizt, tut it m; not until
the scturl coming of Chriet thet their trensgresrions were perfectly =toned for,
ep. 11,40. Kow th;.-t Christ hra completed His work of reconcilietion, the pro-
pised otornel 1nhe:.-li:.:-nce is bestowed upon ril thosze who will pcceyt 1t in true
feith; Sur eternel selvrtion is imsured by the éer‘l;h of chri.r;t. ; .
1 ghoreting w.on this thought, the na.ostlle decleres thet it was xxm neces-
s:xy for Christ to ¢ie in orcer to meke the liew Testament effectusl. The gen-
ercl rule epplies thet: "i/hore & testement is, thore mﬂ also

The Uew
Testezont of necessity be the death of the testrtor; For o testement is &

el an Gum s

force sfter men ore fend; otherwise it i.u_ of no strensth et all vhile 'l:hn tes-
tetor liveth," The n-turel conclusicn is thet, r2 in the cese of rll tests-
monts, 20 rl¢o in the c-sze of the testement which Christ 1mﬁtutei! for men,

this w-e of mo forco wntil the festh of the testator, Chrirt Himself, Christ
heé to die in order th-t ilie people might enjoy the benefits end blessings whihh
Ze h-' @ bequerthed to them in His leset will ond te:tement,

Ioreover, the inspired euthor ergucs that the testement mmut nssds be ra-
tifie¢ by Mloud., io shows the mrnnox: in which the first te:tement wes retified:
ifter r;ses hed instructed the peosle in sll the lew, thﬂn he dediccted the tes-
toment with blood, sprinkling the boock of the Law and the sovenant, the neople
themselvos, ané the tobernacle and all the vessels of the ministry, — all of
which, of courze, w e a type of Christ, who had sprinkled sné purged us with

His' otm holy “lood.
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"ilnost rll thin's rro by the lew purgoé with dlood™ — that is the genorel
rule. an? rbove ell, those things which were consecrated to the sorvice and
vorship of God wore purged with blood. Iience,the spostle conclufesy ™iflthout
the shedding of blood there is no remission.,™ The necessity of gurging every-
thing comecteé with the survice of (oé wes becruse of its contenminasiin by
contret with moh, guilty ond sinful beings, This stein of gullt is reuovel by
the romission of oin., And remission of sin is eccomplished by the shedding
of blood, HANILTEXCIYSIA, "i’h!.s :jule rpplied to meterisl things; it ppplied in
P for highor zenso to the shedfing of the blood of Christ, hhich hes purged us
eimere from -ulmu- fuilty stains, end nrde us rccepteble to Go¢, veczels of
honor, purificd “y the blood of the ILemb,

‘re =riter exten: thie thousht in the next verses ™It wez nccossery thet
the prttorns of tihings in tho heavens should be purifieé with theceg tut the
hoevenly thinss themeelvos with botter secrificos thsn these” The blood of
sscrificiel beests sufficed to purge those n-torianl things, enumeratod chove,
vhich vere :oro shedows, coplcs end types of the hocventy things; Imt- these
things thezsolves, wi.ich the now covenant comprised, hcé¢ to be purified r.'l.ﬂ{z
better secrifice - the blood of the Som of God. Ané in conirmetion of this
stetemon®, the su‘hor repeats the thought to vhich he hes previously zlven ex-
pressions’ For Christf is not entered into the holy pl-ces meée with hands,
vhich sre the fimures of the¥ trus, tut into hoeven itself, mow to epear in
the presence of CGo? for us.,™ A

an.o more the epogtle drives home his ever-recurring thexe, the superiority
of Christ'c srcrifices ™ Nor yet thrt Ie should offer Ejmself oﬂein. es the
high priest entereth the holy plece wviry yeer with blooé of others; “or then
mst lie often hrve suffered since the foundetion of the worlé, but now once ia
the ené of the worlé heth iis sipeored to put awsy sin¥ by the sccrifice of
Kl gelf.” 4igoin the ins;ired pexmen éepicts the superiority of Christ's
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perifice: Firgt,from the frot thet 1t wes e sincle offering, in contrest %o
the oft-reperted secrifices which the lowi ticrl high priests hed to present in
the holy plrce, for if iiis recrifice wore to be of the semo kind er theire, re-
quiring constent repetition, lic would heve heé to cu’ler repeetedly throughout
all the sges - which is _,i'é'o ebsuré as to be unthinkeble, ené¢ vhich therefore
proves that Christ's cecrifice zmst heve been performed o:ly gucej, Wdm, Secondly,
1% wes e secrifice of ijuself, in contresl to the Loviticsl enizel sscrifices.
*he opostle f:ne .ly clinches iis srgument for the éivine efficacy saé
preeninence of the one offerimg of Christ, by 1llusteting it from God's ep—
pointment concerning men: *ind as 1t is eppointed unto men once to ¢ie, but
*for this the Ju’zment, So Christ mes once offered to deer the sins of meny;
ené mnto them th-t look for Him ghell He epperr the sccond time without sin unto
srlvétion,” It is the iroxoreble rule of nsture thes men mmst é¢ie, =n th-t
tut once, rn® thores"ter comer the Jufgment., Ijke~ire in the crse of Christ,
1% wvre nccors-ry thot o ¢lo, Tut His derth n-turslly ocourred but once, and
in Iic crze, too, derth will be followed 3y Jufgment, but in the Jufgment He
will rppeer es the dudpe,!n contrect to ell mortel men, vho will be the judgeéd.
«nf when e cozes egrin it will be "without sin,™ i.e., not r2 ¢ Sin~zerrer, &5
lbo ¢l@ the first time, for now the buréen of menkind's sins have becen lifted
fron His zhouléders, by virtue of liis porfect atonement,

Over c=né over rgein the holy writerg strosses the frot that Chrilst's scc-

rifice wrs substitutioncrys “o took our plrce end suffered in our sterd. This

is the burfen of the rituel prescribad dnd podreyod in the Book of Levitious’
(Oh.l,3,4,e1.:c.), ond which wrs intenced to typify the subsitutionrry s-crifice
of Christ, the L-mb of God, This is the hurden of the prophecy of fseieh 53 ,
which cointe to Christ re the Servent of Sehoveh who wre to suffer in our sterd,




And this is the burdéen of those chepters of the Epistle to the “obrews which
trect of the etoninz work of ':em Christ, {fith this doctrine of the vicarious
atonecent of Christ the Christien raig-l.on stends end falls,

The euthor hrs not guite finished with his srgument Tor the greater ex-
cellence of Christ's srorifice, tut contimmes to dwoll up;m his lofty subject
r little longer, s'owing, in Chepter 10,1-18, hew the mew éispensetion super-
sedes the oléd,

The Hew Ee begins vy pointing out the weskness end inferiorijy

Dispénsr4ion of the legrl dispensertion, vv.i-6. Im the first ploce, they
Supersedos
The 0la hs#d 10 velue in themselvos, but omly pointed forwsrd to

Christs®The law hrving s shedow of good thiags to come, ané mot the very in-ge
of thoso thin;s," Furthormore, the legml secrificos could not moke the comers
thoreunto porfect. This is very clerr, for if they could have attained Xhis
oné¢, thoy would hrve coased to be offered; for in that csso, thero being no z
more sin, there would have been no more need of such seorifices, But the foot
thet thoy ¢i¢ not succeed in purging the worshippers' comsciences from sins

is erply proveh by the é;i{;Rmtion- that in those sscrifices romcibrance of
#in is mrfe ermmurlly.

" Ioreover, the sscrifices mere inherontly defedtive — ™It is mot possible
thet the d1oofd of Tulls en? of goets should teke ewey sins.," It wes l.npoui—
ble thet they should possess this purging power within thomselves, for they
verc not of the seme nature s simmers, they were not of lurflc}ont l.:l.'-h-i.u:l.c
velue, en¢ they mere zmot voluntery sccrifices = 11§ of which m
were essontisl to the one perfect and consummste saorifice, which of course
wes t‘ulf:llledll.n Christ. S s

Lagtly, the Lovitical s:crifices vere not;\'plonli.n-.; to God, for they wore
only temporary ond were destined to be repensled at the coming of Christ, In
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subrtentietion of *his contontion, tho rpostlo cites Pseln 40,6-8: "whereforo
vhen Ile (Ghrlst)e into tho world, Ic seilh, Sscrifice end offoring Thoum
wouléest not, but a body hest Thou propared me; In burnit offerings sné srori-
fices for sin Thou hrst he¢ no pleesure. Taon seid I, Lo, I coze(in the volw:e
of the b.ok it is writton of me), :l:o ¢o Thy will, O God.™

This quotation affords s nrtursl ifremsition from the sonsiderati:n of the
inferiotity of the old é!i.sponsa.t:l.o;l. to the discussion of the exzcellence of the
187, The precminmmce of the Uhristien c'ilpenlatio;l is dem:nstroted first by the
¢ivine purpese, The citntion from Porlm 40 sorves to show thet alrerdy in the
0l¢ Toz“emont ore Co® hr? dccroed and foretold the coming of Christ; moreover,
Fe hrd feter-inof upon the menmer in which Christ should perforn is work of
reconciliertion: ™ bofy h-st Thou propered me,™ or, cccorfinz to the litersl
rerfltion of the worde of the Pzelm; "ine esrs h-et Thou opened,” Iil& shonled
egsuxe the hmmen n-ture, end es ¢ true mpn renfer perfect obedience to the
will of iiiz Fethor. e sre reminded of the inspireé dlctum, which found its
serfect reelizotlion in Chrict: "To oboy is batter thon s-erifice, ené to hesrk-
en then the fet of roms(l Sen.i5,22).

The now ¢ispensetion 1s mure excellent alio beceuce of the willi=zznmo=zs of
Christ to wndferteke the grest work of atonement. Lie is represented es scjing,
in the vords_of the Lessienic Psrlm: "Lo, I c=e (in the volune of tho book it
is writien of :e), to do Thy 7ill, O Goft™ In fulfilnent of the Ol? Testement

'prophacy, valch wrs recorfed of Him in the inspired record, Christ cenz to
errth to do the will of iis !knﬁﬂy Frther{ volunterily, without eny compulsion:
furthermore, e entered upon Eis redemptive mission gl-ély =né¢ Joyfudly, for a
co=prrizon with the originel statoment of Peerlm 40 sho~s thet Ile exclesimed:
I felight to o Thy will, Ou Cofi™ The will of God wes the redemption oné
senotificrtion of epll menking, snd'Christ willingly end cheerfully uncertook to

cerry.out that will.




4nd Hie performence of the will of Uod wes eminently successoful, for
thereby "o teaketh s~ay the first, thet He mey estsblish tho second " e
rbrogated the formor ¢lspensetion, which wes ine¢equete fo setisfy the demrnfs
of Cod, en? in~u-urrte¢ the nev éispeoncotion, hhoreby e perfect end etermel
reconciliction betwoen Gof end men hes beon effected. In accordence with God's
vill, then, e of the ilow Tosterent cre “ero cenctified 3§ through the bXfering
of the body of J:esus Vvhrist once for all,™ Jesus®' blood ané rightegousness,
appropricted by faith, bring us dnto intimete end permenent commumion with God,

The now ¢isponsetion has perfect efficacy, in striking contrast to the
formor system. ".ind evory priest stondoth delly ministering end offering often
times the seme srerificos,vhich cen neverf teke sway sins™ — suroly e éresry
end digsherrtenins nicture of the inmeffocti-eness and impotence of the old co-
venrrtl But it only serves to seint in more viviéd hues the metchless worth of
Chrizt: "But this men, sftor e h~d orrereelpm grcrifice for siics forever, set
form on the right h-nf of Uol; From henceforth expecting till :lis enemies be
mefe Ije “ootstool. For by one offoring Se hethper’ected forever them thet
ere senctificé.™

The epostlo thme shows once more the finelity of Christ's secrifice, Ie
does not necé, s ¢o the Levitical pricsts, to stené deily offering secrifises,
for e hrs performe ¢ His single, unigue, self-secrifice, rnd nothing more re-
nmeins to be done to unite men with God, His stoni: g work accompliikhed, Christ
now has agcended to the right hand of (oé, where le lives end reigns, as the
royal priest, in eterncl nmejesty end glopoy,

His completion of Iis priestly work en? Fis entrence into glory is thus
eccomted for: "For hy one offering ile heth perfected forever them that exe
srnctified,” Iiis one offering s~rvos e1l the purpeses of rll the sscrifices
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mer the Laws It senctifies mon;Vorings them to ‘the richt relationshi) towerd
God, rnd-it also perfects them, keeps them in thrt holy ralstionship, thus in-
suring their everlesting salvrtion. *Tho one perpetuslly effective ssorifice of
Christ i5 the anchor of our Christisn hoje, the guarantee of our Ghrut:l.a.n trust,.

It micht hove been expected that the outhor would heve brought His fiscus—
sion of the srcerdotsl office of Christ to & dosc with this improssive picture
of the exeltod High Priest, But He does not write "Finis" to this mesmificent
¢lscourre before he hes pdfuced rnother Soripturrl proof for the fin-lity of
Chtist's secrifice, vv,15-18, Ie requotes the prophecy of Jeremieh which he -
he” recorfe¢ in Chrpter €,10-12.

The fect thrt no further srcrifice for the expiation of sin is to be ex-
pested is eticstod not only by the session of Christ on the throme of God, but
elso by the witnoss of the itoly. Ghost, sperking by ;l.nsplration through the Pro-
phet Joromich. ile repents the two chief points of the promlse; Rogeuerstion of
the heert on¢ the benishment of rll remerbrance of sin, a8 a resault of =hich
there is no fwrth:r plrce for en syftoning sscrifice,

Vith the esteblishment of the ncw covenent, the lew of God, inscribod in
the heerts nn? minds of mon, 1s deepened ené sprituslized. ien thereby enters
lnt'o e now reletion with Yo, o rel~tion vhich is besed upon the grrce end love
vhich God hee m eniffested in Ilils Soh, Iiow, in this now ere, our sins no
lon~er exist in the mind of CGoé, for ebsolute forgiveness is s chrrroéerdstic
of the dispensaticn vhich Christ ushered in, “How," the apostle conc.].m!el.
"where remission of these (sins) is, there i1eg no more offering for sin,™ With
the rexiscion of sin rccomplished through tim reconcllistion of Christ, thore
is no lonzer sny _round or resson for etonoment. ill need forg satisfaction
hes been met, ell smorifices for sin ere anmmlled, snd the tempidd ritusl hes
no furthor vnlue, The lest word of the argument has been spoken. The case
has been cefinitely proven.
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Thue, in thir lengthy section of the Epistle, extenfing from 4,14 to
10,18 (with the omission of the pn:" sntheticol episote of rebuke rnf exhortetim,
5,12-6,20), Christ h:s been portrsyed in Hisz divine work of stoncmont ss the
grent jgh Priest., ind in this presentntion of the sacerdotel ckerszcter rnd
office of Christ, we have ew indisputeble ené sabsolute prisof of Els Deity, for
only God Ilimself coulé be such e High Priest, who w:s "holy, h-rnless, undefild,
seperate from simmers, mrée higher then the heavens,” and only God Eimself codd
renfer such n perfect, ¢ivine, all-sufficient secrifice -~ the blcod of Christ,

"who thiroush the etermel opirit offered iHimsclf without .lpot to Cod.™

o hrve now renched vhet is rightly regerded ss the close of the dootrinal
prrt of the Epietle. The remeinfer is t~ken up in warnings, exhortstions, his-
toricel rllusions, rn? the inculcetion of verious futies, ell érsving their
potive or illuctrat on from the greet end sublime truths which we hove dis-
cusged, eud which -re cext:red rbout Christ, the etern=l Son of Coc.

Zms the entire #pistle, in its fescristion of Christ in Iis preeminent
soeition 0. the -edictor of reveletion sné in iils élvine work of ctonement ss
the grest Iish Priect, em hesises with efer-increasing force the sublize truth
of the Ieity of Chhist. Lo ome cen recd this &éu Zpistle in a reverent s;l-
rit withous being convinced by the ovorwhelming mass of evidence that Jesus Christ
is infeed true CGod. Ie iz grenter then the proppets, greeter than the engels,
sre~ter then loses, srester then lLeron ané the leviticel priesthiod — bocruse
ifie 15 Iimself the gre-t Goft Devout meditetion upon thisttheologlcerl end
Christologicrl -mesteorpicce commot f£oil to strensthen end confirm the rea't!er's
feith in the Deity of his Srvior, rnd thus, in correspondéing ressure, streng-
then sn? confirm his h:pe of eternrl celvetidn.
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Truly, only then o we know truo ha,piness and pesce in this life snd
possess “he sure hope of the life to tome, if we look unto Jesus, the iuthor
enf Finighor of our feith, thrt gre-t Shepherd of tho sheep, ~hon the Uod of
peacde hrs brought from the dend through the dlood of the everlasting covenant,

To Iin be glory for over ~nd every imen,

= Thomas Cos.tes,
- Juluth, idmesots,
April 12, 1935.
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