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THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST IN' THE APOCALYPSE.

OUTLINE.

Introduction.

The doctrinal teachings of the Arocalypse serve as

a basis of theology.

How the symbolism of the Arocalypse is to te understood.

I. The

D.

-d 8

Person of Christ in the Apocalypse.

He receives the titles of God.

He possesses the attributes of God : omnipotence,
omniscience, infiniteness, immutability, life,
holiness.

He h&s jrrerogatives of God.

1. He is the Author of creatiom.
2. He is the Judge of man and the Ruler of the
vniverse.

He receives honor and worship due only to God.

He is associated with God uvron footing of equality.

II. The Work of Christ according to the Apocalypse.

A.

E.

C.

Hia prophetic office.

l. In the'letters fo the seven churches.

2. T™he history of the Church foretold.
His sacerdotal office.

1. The vicarious atonement is taught by the Apoc.

2. Christ's atonement was accepted by God the Father.
His foyal office in:

l. His kingdom of grace.

2. His kingdom of power and glory.
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THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST IN THE APOCALYPSE.

llore have teen led astray by vagaries and false notions
received from the Apocalypse of Saint John than from any
other book of the Rible. Iuther wrote four centuries ago:
"Es haben wohl viel sich daran versucht, aber bis auf den
heutigen Tag nichts Gewisses aufbracht, etliche viel unge-
schicktes Dinges aus ihren Kopf hineingebraeuet."™ (Vol. XIV,
130.) This warning applies today, and most certainly all
who attempt to write anything on such a marvellous book as
this have in common the feeling of trepidation and incapacity
for such a task. It is evident that mysteries, problems,

and difficulties will always exist (Rom. 11,33) no matter

how far man has advanced in his learning and achievement;

but this gives us no reason for closing our eyes to the
simple truths within our grasp. "Blessed is he that readeth,
and they that heer the words of this prophecy, and keep

the things whic¢h are written therein" (1,3). Without
"adding to" or "taking away from the words of the prophecy
of this book"’/it is hoped that its simple and beautiful
truths, particularly those which pertain to the rerson and
work of Christ, can be brought forth in this paper.

The question might be raised at the outset: Can an
apocalyptic writing be used as a basis for doétriné% It is
true the Apocalypse has been used sparingly in support of
doctrinal teaching. This cannot be due to absence of doec-

trine in this book, for it abounds in sound doctrine, though

! Revelation 22,18-19.
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it was nqﬁ mggntﬂgqhbg_gmﬁhgg}pgy: The long prevailing un-
cert;i;;y as to its authorship aﬁd authenticity no doubt
account for the reluctapéy with which it has been used.

This objection, however, no longer holds; for it is con-
ceded even by modernistic writers that it has a place in

the canon.’it has now been quite firmly established that

the author is Saint John the apostle,’who is also the author
of the Fourth Gospel and of the Johannine Epistles. Once
established that an apostle of Jesus Christ is the writer,
its trve velue as an Iinspired writing ranks equally author-
itative with the Gospels and epistles and the other books

of the Bitle.

ObJection to the use of the Apocalypse as a basis of

theology on the ground that it is distinctly an apocalyptic

writing is taken by some scholars. An apocalyptic writing,
most certainly, must be interpreted in accordance with its
nature, its- purpose, and the circumstances under which 1t
was written; but its apocalyptic nature does not . in.itself
make it a worthless writing. If this were true important
portions of the 0.T. would have to be ruled out for the

same reason; for the works of Daniel and Ezekiel are chiefly
apocalyptic. The apostle recorded what he saw "in the Spirit"
(1,10). He received messages and saw visions which were

the "Revelation of Jesus Christ" (1,1). Though_primarily

in the form of symbols of spiritual realities, they are none

the less revelations of truth.Symbolism is not used to make

*Hastings. Bible Dictionary, p.798.
’Zahn, Th. Einleitung in das Feue Testament. p. &z A~
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this book mystical and more difficult for the reader, and
thus lead him into bewilderments and doubis; but the pur-
rose was to make spiritual truths intelligitle to the mind.
This is after the fashion of parables in the life of Christ.
The spiritual truths expressed in the figurative and aym;
bolic language of this book could not have been revealed in
& more forceful; comprehensible, nor beautiful way. Just be-
cause truths are found expressed in symbolic language, or

because they are found in & book which is chiefly apocalyptiec,

is not reason enough in itself to throw up our hands in a-
larm and say, "This book is very good reading for comfort

and consolation in the time of trouble and for hope and as-

surance of the final viectory of Christ; but as to basis for

doctrine, it is no good", God's ord is truth "from the be-
ginning" (Ps.119,160), and no distinetion can te made as to
the degree of truth in any of the books of the Bible.(This
applies also to truth not revealed in the Bible.) Therefore
the truths revealed in the Apocalypse are equally true with
those of the Gospels, the epistl:;a, :::n’d tE?.Aother por@:iona
of the Bible; and the doctrinal truths must serve as a basis
of theology.

Since & correct understanding and interpretation of the
symbolism of this took is very important in this treatise,
let us consider briefly one example, the use of the number

'seven'. This number occurs fifty-four times in the! Apocalypse.

There are the seven churches, the seven seals,
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the seven trumpets, the seven vials, the seven Spirits,
the seven stars, the seven candlesticks, the seven lamps
of fire, the seven horns, the seven eyes of the Iamb, the
seven heads of the dragon, the seven heads of the beast,
the seven diadems, the seven names oFf blésphemy, the seven
plagues, the seven angels, the seven thunders, the seven
hills of mystic Babylon, and the seven kings. "he division
of the entire book is sevenfold“There are seven divisions
in the introduction, seven deseriptive statements concern-
ing the Christophany (clothing, girdle, head, hair, eyes,
feet, and voice), seven different sayings of the Living One,
and seven beatitudes(1,3;14,13;19,9;20,6;22,7 & 14).

This use of seven is not accidental. What is its sig-

nificance? To the ordinary reader, seven means a definite
nunber of units, nothing more and nothing less. In the Apo-
calypse, however, 'seven' is a sacred number. It signifies
completion and perfection. Its sacredness had already been
established in the 01d Testament The seven churches, for
example, to which the seven letters are addressed are real-
ities, each having its distinct geogrephical location; yet
these seven churches are representative of the one, true, in-
visitle Church. Seven, & material reality, symbolizes'.a
spiritual reality, unity and completeness.

He who can apprehend spiritual truths in the symbols,
visions, imagery, prorhetic utterances, and figurative language
of this book has the key for its correct interpretation.

#Heyes. John and His Writings. p.297. .
Ty gam.z,s. Lev.4,6-17; 8,33. Num.19,12. Lev.26,21-28. Josh.6,3.

Gen.4,15. 2 Kings 5,10. The gabbath, system of feasts,etc.
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I..THE PERSON OF CHRIST.

Jesus Christ is true God. This truth is fundementally
expressed by Saint John in his gospel: "In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the YVord was God
(John 1,1) ===== And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only be-
gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth" (v.l4). This
is:gandamentally the conception of Christ according to the
Apocalyrse. He is true God 1) btecause He receives the titles
of God; 2) because He possesses the attributes of God; 3)

because Hle has the prerogatives of God; 4) because He receives

honor and worship due only to God.

A. Jesus Christ is true ¢od because He receives the titles
of God. It is often alleged that Jesus 1s not called "God"
outright anywhere in Scripture, but that such titles are
rredicated of Him that admit a position of subordinati on.

This cannot be said of 21,7, where the heavenly Jerusalem

is deseribed, and the "Alrha snd Omega'who sits on the throne
says "I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain
of the vater of life freely, he that overcometh shall inherit
all things; and I will be his God, 2nd he shall be my son.”

(i’ra/uq. avrs e .'s) There can be no quibble concerning

the word used for "God" in this case. It is the Greek Beos,
: [

which means 'a god, deity'. Bengel writtes: "Diess ist eine

kurz gefasste Rede, und bedeutet so viel: Er wird mich zm

Bengel, J.A. Offenbarung Johannes. p.606.
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Seinem Vater und Gott und ich ihn zu einem Puerger und Sohn
haben." This 1s & beautiful exegesis of this verse, and it
needs no further interpretation. It is a simple statement
and easily understood, namely, that Jesus will be our Cod
and we shall be His sons.

Jesus 18 not only called God, but He is designated by
the title "Iora". The term 7177 in the 0ld Testament is
the proper neame for the one, true God. It is used inter-
changeably with n'pil¥. The Héw nestament translation for
this term is "Lord". Therefore all that 7l7"! signified for
the Hetrews of the 0.T.is included in the use of the term
"Tord" in the N.T. This title applied to Christ gives him
the divine title, and without hesitation it is applied to
Christ throughout the Apocalypse; 1,8; 11,18; 11,17; 14,13;
17,14; 19:16; 22,20-21. To further substantiaste this use
of the term "Lord", 0.T. passages which relate alome to Mil'?
are applied to Christ: Deut. 10,17. "For the Lord your God
is God of gods, and Lord of 1ordé, a great God,---" (Cf.
Rev. 17,14). Dan. 7,9:" And the Ancient of days did sit,
whose germent was white as snow, and the hair of his head
like pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame,--."
(cf. Rev.l,14.)

A most fitting close to the Bible is the doxology:
"phe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.”" 1In

these few words, "our Lord Jesus Christ", we have the unity
expressed which exists between the 014 and the Mew Testaments.

Jesus is our Lord and God.
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That more forceful, simple, and clear rresentation of
the atonement is possitle! "There could be no more striking
indication of the high significance the writer attached to
the sacrificial death of Christ, and to the dominance of the

fifty-third chapter of Isaiah in the framing of his liessianiec

conceptions." e have been redeemed by the Lemb who was slain.
In His blood we are set free from our sins. Our sin-stained
garments are made spotless and white. In His presence wg

are declared righteous and are arrayed in white robes. OQur
redemption by the Lamb is . acceptatle to God the Father, for
the firstborn of the dead reigns with Him that sitteth on

the throne in ejual majesty and honor and glory and power

for ever and evermore.

C. The royal office of Christ.

The Redeemer of mankind also rules His kingdom in
His grace and power and glory.

In His kingdom of grace He has "made us Eiggg-and :
priests unto God and His Father"(1,6;.5,10). e are kings,
for all that is His is ours. He will grant that we may sit
with Him on His throne (3,21). He gives us power over the
nations (2,26). We are "heirs of ' God, 'and joint-heirs with
Christ" (Rom.8,17). In faith, we are victors over sin,
death, 'and Satan. In "tribulation, distress, persecution,
famine, nakedness, peril, or sword --- we are more than

conquerors through him that loved us" (Rom.8,35ff). He has

Umarfield. The Lord of Glory. p.291.
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"made us priests" (5,10). "We are a royal priesthood™; the
Levitical order is abolished. Jesus Christ is our Righ priest,
and by His sacrifice, once for 21l He gained accession to God
for 211 men for all time to come. There is no distinction
nor caste system; all are équal in His sight. Our High priest
intercedes for us. He will confess that name which is written
in the took of life before His Father and His angels.(3,5.)
Those whom He has mede kings and priests in His king-
dom He also keeps and preserves in the true faith. "I will

keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come tpon

all the vorld" (3,10) is His promise. The Christian is not

10 be exempted from temptation, but in the hour of temptation
Ne promises to keep us secure. This He does by means of His
Word and Sscraments. IIe sends the Spirit to strengthen us.

In HEim we have forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation, and
in this resypeet He is the "living water". In his Cospel
saint John wrote concerning the "living water" (John 4,14);
and in the Apocalypse Jesus 2lso "gives unto him that is
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely" (21,6).
The invitetion is extended to all to "come and take the water
of life freely" (33,17). He stands at the door of man's
heert and knocks; and if any man hear his voice, resist not
with his obstinate will, and open the door, He will come in
to him &and sup with him. (3,20) All those who are with Him
in eternsl blessedness have all their wants verfectly sup-

plied. "They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more;
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neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them,

and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters” (7,16ff).

Our Lord reigns in power and glory supreme over all
things in heaven and in earth throughout eternity. The glory
and power of Jesus Christ as ruler of the universe is de-
scribed in the Apocalyrse in the most magnificent and ex-
ultant language ever pemned by an inspired writer. How com-
forting and how encouraging it is to know that He who "was
slain" and "was desd", He who set vs free from sin "in His
own klood", livegiand that "the kingdoms of this world
are become His; and He shall reign for ever and ever" (11,
15). He is"XING OF XINGS AND LORD OF IORDS" (19,16). All
kings of the earth are sub jeet to His law and to His will;
for He is '"the Prince of the kings of the earth" (1,5).
There is no other god beside Him; He is our Lord and our
God, the "Lord of lords, and King of kings™ (17,14). It is
He who sits on the throre of the new Jerusalem (21,6; 22,3)
in all its splendor and grandeur. The glory of God and of
the Iamb is the light thereof (21,23). "Worthy is the Lamb
that was slsin to receive power, and riches, and wisdom,
and strength, and homour, snd glory, and blessing. And
every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and
under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that
are in them, praise Him, seying, Blessing, and honour, and

glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the thronme,
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and unto the Lsmb for ever and ever” (5.12ffj. "A great
multitude, which no man can number, of all nations, and
kindreds, and peoprle, and tongues, stand before the throne,
and before the Iamb, clothed with white robes, --- and ory
with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth
uron the throne, and unto the ILamb." They worship, saying,
"imen: Blessing, and glory,,and wisdom, and thanksgiving,

and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever

and ever. Amen." (7,9ff.)

In the study of this book, one is impressed with the
infinite depths of the truths it enfolds. The mysteries
which i1t holds &re ever absorbing and delve into the limit-
less and htoundless realms of spiritusl realities that are
never reached by the mind of man. They seem to increase in
geometric proportion as one reads and rereads. We are given
2 glimpse of the glory and greatness of God. Aside from this,
two things cannot fail to be impressed indelibly upon the
reader, no matter how little or how much he understands of
this apocalyptiec writing. They are these: 1) Jesus Christ
is true God, reigning with the Father in equal majesty and
glory through eternity; 2) we are set free from our sins

in the blood of the ILamb.
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