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and our1oait7_aeekers col.le,cted. Seeing the lame man, a familll:l.ar 

figure, healed and walking about., the nex,t question naturall!ll,- was : How 

did it happen? Tb.is is the crowd that Peter add(essed. People of alt:t 

classes, temple officers and priests, SadducJ{ and Pharisees were there. 

Analysis of the Speech: 

n.12-13: This is no work or 0111'& , , but of God, tor the glorjfpf Jesus., 

n.13-15:· whom ye killed and denied but God has raised-up ag-in. 

v.16: Faith in the name of this Jesus has healed this man. 

n.17-18: Their actions may have been the result of ignorance, but it 

was done to fulfill the prophecy of God. 

vv.19-21: By repentance they may be saved from their.sins, and by the 

coming of Christ they will be saved unto life. 

vv • 22-24: All this was told and repeated by the prophe·ts in the 0 .T. 

vv. 25-26: Application of thistruth and promise to the hearers,, to 

the Jews esepcially, as the children and heirs of Abraham. 

Observations: 

l'lei'zaaecker saya,p.4O: "The objection is \Yeighty enough that at such 

a time the apostle could not possibly have used the language ,a~trtbut­

ed to him. Beside, an accurate report of the speeches, sucH as ts onl~ 

possible by means of notes taJf'en at the time, is ou'I, of the question. 

In the first place, a later speech of Peter, Acts 10,34 ff shows ury 

cle~l1,' the traces of free _invention and warrants t ·herefore similar 

conclusions in reference also to the earlier." McGiffert does not 

go quite so tar in his statement of this speech, p.82: 11The utterances 

of Peter and others re.corded in Acts 3,ff are no.t to be regarded as 
11,.W 

fomal discour.ses delivered on part:lcu.1-ar occas:lona, but rather as mere 

examples of the kind of testi~ony born b~ hlm and by his follow~ra on 

all occasions. That they represent so accuratel7, the ~iewa or the 

· early dis.ciples is due, not to the fact that tlie:jfiire a stenogr·ap'b:ic 

report of the particular apee·c11-,a, but that theJl are t ·aken from 
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p:r1'm!tive Jewish Christian documents dating, dcubtl:ess, fr.om a Ve"l!'J' 

earl7 perio.d." Plainly these two statement.a mil:ttete against the pla1D 

WOl'da of Luke: v .12: "And when Pet_er s aw it., he answered ~to t~-;ple,. n 

gain, if they/are similar to the other speeches of Peter, when the 

o1:roumatances under which they were spoken are the s ·ame, and the cl ass 

ot people to whom they addressed is the same, and be·cause the truths of 

God are always the same, we would expe_ct them speeches to be simil ar. 

The idea that Peter had not yet such a highly developed theology as 

he here teaches, can be held o~ly on t~ basis of progresaiv.e or. evo­

lutionistic religion, which has no plac·e whatsoever in Christianity. 

On the other hand, we note that Peter seizes the opportWlit% to pre-

sent the great truths of God. The astonishment and curiosity of the 
tf.,J, 

people gave him a lead over _i ~ o the power and works of Christ, trom-ibat 

thence to the person of Christ, His prophecy, the fulfillment of the 

prophecy, the results of the coming of Christ, and the final word to 

beli.!,!!.~h~s. Pete~ shows no little lmowledge of th&human psychol~g. 

He is ready to grasp the opportunity. His words must have aeemi:ngl7 '-_.,,, ,_. 
made an i mpression on his hearers. If not, the temple officers and: 

Sadduceea w>uld not have interfeBed. Apparentl7 he was gAim~ the 

app:r'?val of the people, or the objection to them '!ould not have been 

ao great. 

Source: Peter again is undoubtedly the sc:urce of Luke •·s repor·t. The 

whole incident must have made a deep impression on liim. 

Integrity: We can saf.ely say th,a~ v,e have the e:Qtire sP§ech of' Bater 

,on this occasion. The detail_ o:t the material given speaks against 

the idea of a resume or synopsis. ~o~ not a l o~ speeoh as we have 

it, tlie manner in which it was interrupted by the templ"e' p:r':Leata,, not 

a great opportunity would be g1.ven Peter :tor speaking. Aa so.on a;tL"the.7 
noticed ,that Peter :was tea_ching and beard: what he was teacling, the,; 

.aoU!d not de~y in stopping him. Vie can, theref:ore, accept th'e sp·eech 
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aa it atan(la aa complete • 

Petar•s Speech before the Council. Acta 41 8-12~ 

Occasion: The events leading up to this speech of Peter I a £'o1low: im­

mediately upon the adress in the porch of Solomon. As Pej;er waa ap·eak­

ing_ he was ru,dely interrupted by the temple guard -and by tbe Sadducees. 

Tb.a fact that they were teaching in the temple was resented b7i the 

priests and captain of the Levitical guard(Alford). Th~ Sadduceea 

resen·t ed the teachi ng of the reJsurrection(Matt. 22,23; Acts 23,.8). 

They were •~ut in hold', either in prison or under guard over ,tdght. 

ifext morning the council convened. There were pt esent the rulers, the 

elders, the scribes, the priests and all the kindred or the high priest. 

Annas was present. Probably assembly of the Sanhedrin. The¥- were in 

Jerusal em, perhaps in the temple, perhaps in some other hall,Alford). 

The objection of t he priests shows that the whole system was under the 

cpntrol or t he Sadclucees ai1tl Pharisees. Brought before this a:s·sembl:7 

Peter and J ohn were questioned by what ,power and name they ]:µid done 

this. question does show whether they referred to the 'heal.ins .or the 
it,J. 

larne man or t he teaching in the temple. Perhaps both. ·But it shows that 

they recognized s ome higher power or ·name back of the works and \Yords1ot 
, _., 

the disciples. Peter was Ei pecially filled with the Holy, Cfhost and. 

answered them in the following speech • 
• 

Analysis of the Speech: 
. 

v.8: Salutation, customary usage, one of resp ct. 

v • 9: Peter is not quite clear why they are ca:lled to account. 

v.1O: But it 'is by tho power ot the crucified and risen Christ that the 

lame man was made whole. 

v.ll: This same ~Mm \Vas rejected and scorned DJ' 7,ou(Jewa and rulers). 

:v.12: But in this s .::1me hlan lies the 'Only hope of ever,- man's sallvatlon. 

In the n.ame ot Christ there :1:-s salvati!'on, the on·l:y- aaiJlvation. 
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0baarv.ations : 

These few words of' Pater are remarkable in the1:r clarity:, the:tr dllirecit-

neaa ~ their content. ,I'. 
Peter gives a straight uniJ>iguous answer to 

their question. There is no doubt ·of his meam.J.18. And the _great 

truths that are contained in these few words astonish us. TheJla,re a 

proof of' eupeI"natural inspi ration. 

We have in this connection a strong proof against the modern 

idea or the i mpossibliity of miracles. We have the healed m~, the 

word.a of Peter, a disciple .of' Christ. We have then the Sanhedrin, ffho 

could do nothing but admit\it. S.ol ely on the basis of the histori!oal 
if 

record, this record is accepted at all, the miracle must be admitted_. 

The enemies of' Christ here admitted it. er. v.13-14. 

But we note also the boldness of the disciples. Compare tnif~ter 

with t he Peter in the Palace of the high priest. There is no denial, 

no quibbling in the answer of' Peter. We note also the O. T. reference 

or Peter. The Jews believed the o.T.,claimed to adhere to it. Peter 

shows that Christ is the atone of the corner, Is.28,,16. In th.fa short 

speech he drives this point home. 'l'he object of his s:peeoh, · the answer 

to t he question, is extenuetJrt"by the teaohing of' the person of Christ. 

The object is acconplished, the Jews have no comebacK. 
. 

Integrity: The speech is complete. 
• ta,, -

This is clear from fts ~ nstiiue;tion. 

Its point is clear. Nothing more f a needed. Besides Peter was ful.17 
P.11-aware that no great opportunity for man¥ \\'Ords \VOUld be given 111:m. 1l'!er-

-c..1Ct 
haps o.ther conversation was exchanged between: them, out iln ttlla :l:natanoe 

we have all that Pet er spoke. The, source o~Luke was probabl y P~ter, . . 
or some or the other disciples to whom later repeated his remarks. Per­

haps even Paul was present at the asaem~l7, thous.b th:f!s cannot be shown. 

The Prayer of the Diao:f!ples. !Acta 4,·24-30. _,,,,,*, 
Occaa;lion: · The Sabhedrin had: rel.eased Peter and John with the command 

that• tliey should no more preaon in the name or Jesus. ffia answer o~ter. 
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'Whether it be right in the sight of' God to ae_arken unto ,:ou mor than 

unto God, judge ye, for we cannot but speak the thing~ which we have 

■Jen and heard." Acts •4,19.20. But because they ·could prove notll:f:ng 

sgainst them, and because they feared the people, they were froro•d to 
' _..,J 

let them go. As in the d u.ys of Christ, the worker of' mraoles was sa;ved 

by popular .ap?Jroval. But wit~ ~~t this aid, the courage and boldness ,if' 
the disciples was in no w~y daunted. The Holy Spirit was ff~rking in 

them and through them. This they confessed in prayer. TheJIE"eturned '{o 

thelir own· company, either the tw~;l.ve disciples, or to a larger group 1,r 
Christians. When they had reported their experience, they joined in · 

a prayer of thankg1v1ng and sup •11catiori .. 

.Analysis of' the Prayer: 

v. 24: Recognition of the power, creatoDsnip and rulers~p of' God. 

v.25: Hwnan wisclom and efforts are vain and foolish. 

v. 26: The greatest earthly powers rail against Christ. 

v. 27: ·1t is always and only against Christ tha-t opposition oen,t;t,rs. · 
Jkd 

v. 28: But even the enemies of' Christ work out t~e will an.cl plans of' God. 

290 ~ v.. -3 : Petition for continued he.lp and stre]!8th in preaching His t,om. 

Observations : 

Were are. shown here : When we should pray-; to \~om 1ve shourtd pray; f'or 

!h!!: we should; the thankfulness for blessings. 

The prayer is probably spoken by one in the name o·f' all!. 

usualj course of' events, Peter would assume the role of' spokesman. 

We note also the use of' Scripture in Prayer. Espe·oial!l.7 the us, of 

Psalms. We have very likely the entire prayer recorded. The Lora.• a · 

Prayer i •s sho:bt. Christ had told them that Yain repr'°tStfona were thf• 

heathen prayers. When we note the beginning of the pray.er, the con­

nected thought in the prayer, and the oo~s1on in iii.he nam:e of Clir:liat., 

then we can conclude thet we have the entir-e pr~~er. 1'he source is 

p:robabl'f the same as for. th'3 speech of Peter. 
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Pa.tar before the Council. Acta 5,_29-32. 

Oooaa1on:· Thia occurred after the death ·or :A:ftani.aa. anii Sapph11.'!a. The 

apostles continued parfol"Dling teaching and performing many a~a am . 

miracles. There ,,,ere many believers., both men and women are ,ment·1onea: .• 

v. 28 gives us the extent of the effe.ct of their- preaching. It :was 

becoming known over all Jerusalem, and__!ere' p>--~~hing that :the Jews~re 
• -u&o 

guilty of the death of Christ •. The priests, the Pharisees, and:- Sadducees 

every class of op9onents were greatly incensed against them, and had 

all the disciples put in prison. But now they were miraculo~sly freed 

by the angei of the Lol'd, and were told to go, and pr.etlch in the temple./ 
• 

Very early next morning they were in the temple. The council and ~enate 

or the Je\Vs assembled, not in the temple for they did not ,-et kno.w of 

-~ the release of the apostles. They sent to t~e prison, found the apQstles 

sone, no one knew how. Then report came that they were in the temple 

teaching. The captain of the guard came to the temple and 1';ook them 

before the· council. 'l'he high "Driest ptit the questiori to them: "Did we 

not st1,ai tly command. you that ye should not teach in tliis namet and_, 

behold, ye have .filled Jerus :alem with your doctrine, and int.end to"'r;ijtng 

this man•s blood upon us7 11 Peter's shOl"·t speech was tne answer. 

Anal7sis of the Speech: 

v.29: General statement, we ought to obey God rather than man~ 

v.30: God has raised the slain Christ. 

v • 31 :He is the prince . and S.avior of ls1f1:1.el. 

v.32: We are simply carrying out ~he ~ODmlanda to be His wltnesaes. 

Observat.ions : • 

Alford,H.T.: "The whole is a perfect mode! or concise . and ready e!l.o~ 

,.,uence and of unanswerable lo
0

giual aoharence,. and a natable :fu:tf':L!lmenti 

or the promise, Matt. 10,19.n We note the !ogle of Beter. We o:ughti, jo 

obey Go~ rather than. man, this is just what we are ao1ng, ihe says. 

Again, tlie God our of oUP Father,,. ithe God whom :bhe7 i\1orah"Spped, He ts 



28., 

Ona, who has ra1:aed Christ, the teaching to whioh they 
1
m~e such ob­

jection. Thia ia the fourth time that P,eter conneotav611urch on earth 

•1th the ascended Lord. We note also the direct aoouaation aga•in_at the 

Jews,. Again the .fearless Peter. • '!'here is no quaili~ be:tore them. 

Peter•a words struck home. But the effect of his words on some we find! 

in the speech of' Gamaliel, who dra11s a comp~rison between things that 

are of God and of' man. 

Integrity: While during the course of their· dealings with t:tie counc!l 

there must have been several questions· and answers, aladp7, the ot,her 

apostles, we can saf'ely say that what Peter answered here la, complete 

and exactly as it was spol{en. He has simply made an answer to a 

question. It is notable that we have always the ~ords of eater, but 

not of the other. disciples. This tells ua the source which i:.._\ke had 

was one who if not ~eter, was one who knew or his dealings and wards, 

as ror instance, Mark. That l,eter•s words are so faithfull7 giv,en 

thl"Uughout the entire first part, are an added proof of their relta­

bility. 

The Sneech of Gamaliel. Acts 5 1 35-39., 

It is listed by some as one of the speeches of Acts,Madden: Problems . . . -... ~. 
of the N.T.). _But we do best merely to regard :It as an opinion expr.essed. 

It ia of note inasmuch as it shows the effect of Peter's speech on 

Gama1iel. It s ·~ved the apostles fro.,n any rash treatment at the hands 

ot·the tews. Gamaliel's opinion that the works or men alwa~s come to -~ nought cannot be held absolutely. In the final sense regarding salvation 

this· is true, but in tne sense that Gamaliel s~oke it is- not the case, 

:Ii' we, c.ompare Moh~mnedanism, Buddhism, ·and the o,ther f~la·e rel:l~ons 

ffhich have stoQd foD cen~uries. His reference to the ~ehel, ~eudas, 
A,C.eC'I&~ 

mentioned also by Josept·•us, and the contrad:Lct:!!on itietween ithe two acco'QJJ.t 

·may be sat::1:-sfactor:tly explained in the manner found in: Alford H .T. 
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!eter•s Speech to Cornelius. Acts 10, 34-43. 

Oc_caa:l:on: Peter, after many labors, was resd.d111g at the house or a~er 

1n· Joppa. There app·eared to him :the vision :f'rom heaven in the :f.'!orm o• 
a sheet filled with all manner· of unclean animals. As he pondered on 

vision, there called for him the men sent~ Oorn~l!ua, the centurion 

of the Italian} living in Caesarea. This man had also hacJ: a vision in 
i t . . 

the form or an angel, who commande.d him ·that he aho.uld send !ror Pete.r 

and from him receive instruction. Obeying the request; Peter the next 

day departed with them .for Oae·sarea anc.i entered the ho"Q.Se of Corneil.ius. 

Cornelius had called his friends and relatives toge~her for the event. 

At the entrance of Peter, Cornelius fell dO\"fn and worshipped ~im. At -­this Peter forbade him to do it, and the conversation began as to how - - . 
it came about that Cornelius had sent far Peter. The two vis-:Slons ex­

plained each other. Cornelius, knowing that Peter was a disc~ple of 

Christ, asked that Peter tea~ them the things of God. Peter compliea.. 

The crowd before him were Gentiles.- Re was a Jew. Ord1nar.1Iy, \there was 

no contact between the two. Mo !ew entered tl:}.e hoµse of a Gent:ill!9 • · But 

Peter unhesitatingly ant.era .and preaches to the assembled Gentile■• 

Analysis of the Speech: 

v.34-35: God has. his believers in every nation of the earth. 
I 

v.36-37: The word of God was to be preached firs~ ~n •ll/udea. 

v. 38: What that liOrd concerned, namel7 Christ, th~ Anii6mted!. 

v • 39~43: Disciples are the wi.tnesses ,of this man after ms work or 
Redemption was done, as the p~hets were be:f'ore He came. 

"-'-. 
Observations : 

The outstanding ·characteristic of tlifa speeDh ls the open, statement 

of Peter, that not onl7 the Jews, but also the Genti!l!es were 1-nclude_d! 

in the new coven_lant of God. This was not a comp]et~m,: new revelation 

to Peter, as we see from his statement on Benteooat day. ~t never 

befor,e had the fact appeared to him with moh atrik~~ force ,aa now. 
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r1e· aee th:ts from his opening words. It is the f'i.1,'.st thing Iha s,a7a. The 

mat.tel', •hich appears to have be.en sameahat doubtful to hjlm before thls 

t1ma la no longer in doubt. From thla statement the,n he turns ht!a word.a 

t,o the same old message_, that of Christ and Bia \York_. We note that lie 

Pll'ticularly emphasir;e·d his apostleship,. As the Jews had little com­

munication with the Gentiles, so the Gentiles had little. use ~or the 

Jews. To establish his apostleship then, was first of all neces~. 

~t there is n~ doubt in Peter•.s mind. The Gentiles called. lie answe,:gd. 
He :pl'eachea them the words of' Christ. It is the Gentiles• Pentecost. 

\\le see this, that while he was speaking, the. Holy Spirit fell on all~at 

heard him speak. Peter perceived this, that is, he saw and hearea! their 

confessions of faith, and they were baptized. 

Integrity: Wot all the speech of Peter is recorded. -The ap_pech. ts too 

short to meet the demand.a of the occasion. In such a time Peter would 

not be content with only these words. Besides, the, statements are too 

general. The truths as he WOllld preach them to the Gentiles wou!~ be 
-.&"\ 

more detailed. The words which .L1tlce records are the words either or Peter 

or someone else giving a resume of what Peter so.id, or onl.y a part of' 

Peter's address. It may ·be that these words repres~nt the truths that 

Peter then expounded, but we are told that while speak-i11,g these :wnvda 
~-

the Holy Ghost descended, inplying that at this point in the speech Lulce 

brings in this fact. Also the f ·act ot "bapti• ah.ow.a further instr:u:cl!'on. 

by Peter. .Also Cornelius liad requested to he.ar ,!ll the thi:nga that Goa 

1had commanded to spe_ak. These were no.t all the truths o'B God. ']Jfl,e 
• .,..____ !&....,__ e source for t his sp~eoh could ~e found in any number of v.lU"i&tians. ·n 

preaching ot. Peter to ~he Gentiles created a sensatiion. _ilhat he 

preached as well as the .fiact of h:ts preaching was sure to ibe remembered!. 

It is entirely probably that Cornelius, devout as he was i\You:td :writ.a 

dom the words of Peter, that he might have them oontinualI7. Tnus we 
~ 

take them not as Luke•a idea Q~ the -opening for the Gentt1ea, bu~ as the 

!Pet.er_. _ 
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Pater1,a Spe.ech at Jerusalem. Acts ia..4-17. 

Occasion: The apostles and other Christians heard of the e~per!enc:,'~nd 

thQ works of Peter among the Gentiles. When Peter, therefore 1n the 

COUl'se of his labors came to Jerusalem, the Je\Vs questioned him con­

ce:rning this, and see1ned to be of the opinion that he sltould not hav,e 

mi~led with the Gentiles. In order to explain the situation, Peter 

tells them the whole story rrom beginning to end. (note: Ramsay takes 

1 • this incident at Jerusalem as that time to which Paul/ef.era in Gai.2. 

r lie says that Gal.2 does not mention the later occuz1'1.ce recorded in 

' I Ac.ts 15. lfost of the investigators do not agree \Yith him). 

Analysis.of~h.!_~2~: 

V.4-15: Recounting the order of events with Corne·lius. 

v .16: Pro111ise of Cl11•ist to send the Holy Ghost. 

v-. 17: Since it was then the work of God, it was proper to do it. 

Observations : -
Je note in the l ast part of the speech or Peter that he again asserts 

that it was the -working of God, and proves it by the fact th.at Go~nt 

the Holy Soirt. Peter is convinced against his will. Again, were~] 

the Christians and apostles of the opinion that Peter had done wrong? 

\'le say no; ~or we read in v. 3: 1 they that were of the c1:-rcumc1:s!lo:q. 

contended with him•. This could mean all Jews, but more probably to 
,6 

the more zealous ·and fanatical Jews, who particularly stressed the ob-
- -c.-

■ervace of the- law in spite of tbe.:tr faith-. Peter I s speech 1a conv1.nc-

1ng. Arter he h ~d recounted his experi~nce, they held their peace •. 
. 

Integrity,: No doubt Peter was forcea. mor,e than once to answer tlia .ob-

jection. But here we have w~at is the complete e~planation of Peter 

before, a more or less formal assemblage or con£erence. 

\fas, and even LUke,, may have. been pras·ent • . f.i~ Chrlati:ana were there, 

perhaps even an account of Peter 1•s remarJcs were kept, tor the7 ,,ere !mr. 

portant in the gro•th and: expansion of :tlie -Ohr.~atian ch.Ur!ch.-. 


