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16.
primitive Jewish Christian documents dating, doubtless, from a very
early period." Plainly these two statements militete against the plain

words of Luke: v.12: "And when Peter saw i1t, he answered unto t eople."

Again, if the:;fare similar to the other speeches of Peter, when the
circumstances under which they were spoken are the same, and the class
of people to whom they addressed is the same, and because the truths of
God are always the same, we would expect them speeches to be similar.
The idea that Peter had not yet such a highly developed theology as

he here teaches, can be held only on the basis of progressive or evo-
lutionistic religion, which has no place whatsoever in Christianity.

On the other hand, we note that Peter seizes the opportunity to pre- -
sent the great truths of God. The astonishment and curiosity of the
people gave him a lead over into the power and works of Christ, fmgﬁthat
thence to the person of Christ, His prophecy, the fulfillment of the
prophecy, the results of the coming of Christ, and the final _word to
believethis. Peter shows no little knowledge of the. human psychology.
He is ready to grasp the opportunity. His wbrds must have seg@ngly
made an impression on his hearers. If not, the tem;i-e-xofficerds. and
Sadducees w-uld not have interfered. Apparently he was ghining the
approval of the veople, or the ob;]getion to them would not have been

80 great .

Source: Peter sgain is undoubtedly the source of Luke"s. report. The
whole incident must have made a deep impression on him.

Integrity: We can safely say that we have the entire speech of Peter
on this occasion. The detail of the material given speaks agalnst

the idea of a resume or synopsis. Though not a long speech as we have
1t, the manner in vwhich it was interrupted by the temple priests, not
a great opportunity would be given Peter for speaking. As soon a;&‘ éhey
noticed that Peter was teaching and heard what he was teaching, they
.would not dealy in stopping him. Ve can, therefore, accept the speech
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16.

as 1t stands as complete.

Peter's Speech before the Council. Acts 4,8=12,

Occasion: The events leading up to this speech of Peter's follow im-
mediately upon the adress in the porch of Solomon. As Peter was speak-
1ng. he was rudely interrupted by the temple guard and by the Sadducees.
The fact that they were teaching in the temple was resented by the
priests and captain of the Leviticael guard(ilford). The Sadducees
resented the teaching of the refsurrection(Latt. 22,25; Acts 23,8).

They were 'vut in hola! » either in prison or under guard over night.
ext morning the council convened. There were p esent the rulers, the
elders, the scribes, the priests and all the kindred of the high priest.

innas was present. Probably assembly of the Sanhedrin. They were in
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Jerusalem, perhaps in thé temple, perhaps in some other hall(ilford).
The objection of the priests shows that the whole system was under the ?
control of the Sadduc'ees and Fharisees. Brought before this assembly
Peter and John were questioned by what power and name they had done

this. “uestion does show wvhether they referred to the healing of the

lame man or the teaching in the temple. Perhans both. But it shows that

they recognized some higher power or name back of the works and words| of
the disciples. Peter was Eébecially filled with the Eoly CGhost and g
answered them in the following speech. : !

Analysis of the Speech.: '
Vv.8: Salutation, customary .usage, one of respe ct. E
v.9: Peter is not guite clear vhy they are. called to account.

v.10: But 1t 1s by the power of the crucified and risen Christ that the
lame man was ma'de whole.

V.ll: This same 'rrfan was rejected and scorned by you(Jews and rulers).

v.12: But in this s:me man lies the only hope of every man's salvation.

In the name of Christ there is salvation, the only salvation.
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Observations:

These few words of Peter are remarkasble in their clarity, their direct-
ness and their content. Peter gives a straight unfpiguous answer to
their question. There is no doubt of his meaning. And the great
truths that are contained in these few words astonish us. Thejlare a
proof of supernatural inspiration.

Ve have in this connection a strong proof against the modern
ldea of the impossibliity of miracles. Vie have the healed man, the
words of Peter, a disciple of Christ. We have then the Sanhedrin, who
could do nothing but admitjit. Solely on the basis of the historical
recordffthis record is accepted at all, the miracle -must be admitted.
The enemies of Christ here admitted it. Cf. v.13-14.
= But we note also the holdness of the discliples. Compare thisﬁgéter
wvith the Peter in the Palace of the high priest. There is no denial,
no quibdling in the answer of Peter. We note also the 0.T. reference
of Peter. The Jews believed the 0.T.,claimed to adhere to it. Peter
chows that Christ is the stone of the corner, Is.28,16. In this short
speech he drives this point home. The object of his speech, the answer
to the question, is extenuatotl by the teaching of the person of Christ.
The object is accomplished, the Jews have no comeback. £
Integrity: The speech is complete. This is clear from its mnstmqtio;:.
Its point 1s clear. Hothing more is needed. Beslides Peter was fully
aware that no greet opportunity for many words would be given him. '?'e'r-
haps other conversation was exchanged between them, but in this :l.n?f?nce
we have all that Peter spoke'. The source ofLuke was probably Peter,

or some of the other disciples to whom Peter repeated his remarks. Per-

haps even Paul was present at the assembly, though this cannot be shown.

The Prayer of the Disciples. Acts 4,24-30. /
. - s
Occasgfion: The Sahhedrin had released Peter and John with the command

that they should no more preach in the name of Jesus. The answer oﬁ%ldter_,

|
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“Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you mor than
unto God, judge ye, for we cannot but-; gspeak the things which we have
seen and heard." Acts 4,19.20. But because they could prove nothing
sgainst them, and because they feared the people, they were forced to f
let them go. 4As in the duys of Christ, the worker of miracles was saved
by popular aporoval. But without this eld, the courage and boldness ";éf
the disciples was in no way daunted. The Holy ‘Sp:l.rit was working in
them and through them. This they confessed in prayer. 'I'heylreturned "T;o
thelr own company, either the twelve disclples, or to a larger group of
Christians. VVhen they had reported their experience, thefr joined in -

a prayer of thankgiving and sup ‘lication.

Analysis of the Prayer:

V. 24: Recognition of the power, creatorship and rulership of God.
v.25: Human wisdom and efforts are vain and foolish.

V. 26: The greastest earthly powers rall against Christ.

Ve 27: It is always and only zgeinst Christ that opposition centers.
V. 28: But even the enemies of Christ work out the will and plans oij‘i' (:‘éod. ]

Wi
v.20~30: Petltion for continued help and strength in preaching His ¥ord.

Observations : : & ‘
Were are shown here: ‘then we should pray; to %hom we should pray; for

what we should; the thankfulness for blessings.

The prayer 1s probably spoken by one in the name of all. If we take the
uual;f course of events, Peter would assume the role of spokesman.

We noté also the use of Scripture in Prayer. Especlally the use of
Psalms. We have very likely the entire prayer recorded. The Lord's
Prayer 1s shobt. Christ had told them that vain repttitions were the
heathen prayers. When we note the beginning of the prayer, the con-
nected thought in the prayer, and the eoﬂ{éion in the nare of Christ,
then we can comclude thet we have the entirs prayer. *he source is

probably the same as for the speech of Peter.




_V.29: General statement, we ought to obey God rather than man.

19.
Peter before the Council. Acts 5,29-32.

Ococasion: This occurred after the death of Ananias. and Sapphira. The
apostles continued performing teaching and performing many signs and
miracles. There were many believers, bgoth men an'd women are mentioned.
Ve 28 gives us the extent of the effect of their preaching. It was
becoming known over all Jerusalem, and _were preaching that the -Tews“g%re
gullty of the death of Christ. The prie;ts, the Pi:mr:l.sees, and Sadaiefgees
every class of opnonents were greatly incensed against them, and had

all the disciples put in prison. But now they were miraculously freed

by the angel of the Lord, and were told to go, and preach in the temple./
Very early next morning they were in the temple. The cm'mcil and senate

of the Jews assembled, not in the temple for they did not yet know of

the release of the apostles. They sent to the prison, found the ap%s‘erﬁ‘lea
gone, no one knew how. <Then report came that they: were in the témple
teaching. The captain of the guard came to the temple and took them
before the council. <*he high priest ont the question to them: "Did we
not straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, ]
behold, ye have filled Jerus:ulem with your doctrine, and intend toké'ﬂj.ng

thls man's blood upon us?" Peter's short speech was the smswer.

Analysis of the Sneech:

v.30: God has raised the slain Christ.
v. 31:He is the prince and Savior of Israel.

V.52: Ve are simply carrying out the commands to be Hlis witnesses.

Observations: "

Alford,N.T.: "The whole is a perfect model of concise and ready elo-

susnce and of .unansw'erable lo'giual coherence, and a natable fulfillment

of the promise, liatt. 10,19." We note the logic of Peter. \‘19 ought to
obey God rather than man, this is just what we a.re doing, he says.

Again, the God our of owr Fatherg, the God whom they worshipped, He is E
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One, who has raised Christ, the teaching to which they ‘make such ob-
Jection. This is the fourth time that Peter connectsvéiwch on earth
with the ascended Lord. Ye note also the direct accusation against the
Jews, Again the fearless Pete;'. * There is no gualling before them.
Peter's words struck home. But the effect of his words on some we find
in the speech of Gamaliel s Who draws a comp~rison between things that
are of God and of manl.

Integrity: While during the course of their dealings with the council
there must have been several questions-a.nd answers, alsdby the other
apostles, we can safely say that what Peter answered here is complete

and exactly as it was spoken. lias has simply made an answer to a

question. It is notable that we hé.ve always the words of Peter, but
not of the other. disciples. This tells us the source which I ke had
was one who if not ‘eter, was one who knew of his dealings and words,
as for instance, iark. That Peter's words are so fait hfully given

throughout the entire first part, are an added proof of their relia-

The Sneech of Gamaliel. Acts 5,35-39.

It 1s listed by some as one of the speeches of Acts(iiadden: Problems

of the W.T.). 3'at we do best merely to regard it as. en opinion expi'-gs'sed.
It is of note inasmuch as it shows the effect of FPeter's speech on
Gamaliel. It saved the apostles from any rash treatment at the hands

of*the Jews. Gamaliel's opinion that the works of men always come to

= Ten
nought cannot be held absolutely. In the final sense regarding salva:t“:lon

this is true, but in the sense that Gamaliel spoke it is not the csase,

if we compare Liohammedanism ;, Buddhism, and the other false religions ‘)
which have stood for eenturie; His reference to the rebel, Theudas, !
mentioned also by Josepius, and the contradiction between the two “ﬁzgﬁnts‘j

may be satisfactorily explained in the manner found in Alford N.T.
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Peter's Speech to Cornelius. Acts 10, 34=43.

Occasion: Peter, after many labors, was residing at the house of a tanner

in Joppa. There appeared to him the vision from heaven in the form of
a sheet filled with all manner of unclean animals. As he pondered on
vision, there cal] ed for him the men sent by Cornelius, the centurion
of the Italian, living in Caesarea. '.l‘.'his man had also had a vision in
the form of an angel, who commanded him that he should send for Peter
and from him receive instruction. Obeylng the request, Peter the next
day departed with them for Caesarea and entered the house of Cornelius.
Cornelius had called his friends and relatives together for the event.
At the qntrance of Peter, Cornelius fell-down and worshipped him. -._A'_'E
t_his Peter forbade him to do it, and the conversation began as to how
it came about that Cornelius had senﬁ for Peter. The two viidns ex-
plained each other. cor;xelius » knowing that Peter was a disciple of
Christ, asked that Peter teach them the things of God. Peter complied.
The crowd before him were Gentiles. He was a Jew. Ordinarily there was
no contact between the two. o Jew entered the house of a Gentile. But
Peter u.nitesite.tingly enters and preaches to the assembled Gentiles.

Analysis of the Speech:

V.54~35: God has his believers in every natlon of the earth.
7;56-57: The word of God was to be preached first in all Judea.

V. 38: What that word concerned, namely Christ, the An:i{;;.nted.

V. 39=43: Disciples are the witnesses of this man after His work of
Redemption was done, as the pivhets were before He came.

Observations:

The outstanding characteristic of this speech is the open statement
of Peter, that not only the Jews, but also the Gentiles were included
in the new covengant of God. This was not a completely new revelation
to Peter, as we see from his statement on Pentecost day. But never

before had the fact appeared to him with such striking force gas now.
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. true words of Peter.

22,
lle see this from his opening words. It is the first thing he says. The
matter, which appesrs to have been somewhat doubtful to him before this
time is no longer in doubt. Froﬁ this statement then he turns his words
to the same old message, that of Christ and His work. We note that he
particularly emphasized his apostleship. As the'Jews had little com-
mnication with the Gentiles, so the; Gentiles had little use for the
Jews. To esta‘plish his apostleship then, was first of all necessary.
Eut there is no doubt in Peter's mind. The Gentiles called. He answered.
He preaches them the words of Christ. It is the Gentiles! Pentecost. .
We see this, that while he was speaking, the Holy Spirit fell on a.lléegﬁat
heard him speak. Peter verceived this, that i1s, he saw and heared their
confessions of faith, and they were baptized.
Integritx: Hot all the speech of Peter is recorded. -The _speech i1s too
short to meet the demands of the occasion. In such a time Peter would
not be cont.ent with only these words. Besides, the statements are too
general. The truths as he wonld preach them to the Gentiles would be
more detailed. The words which Luke records are the words either of P-e"ger
or someone else giving a resume of what Peter saild, or only a part of
Peter!'s address. It may be that these words represent the truths that
Peter then expounded, but we are told that while speaking these words
the Holy Ghost descended, inplying that at this point in the speechz“f.ulce
brings in this fact. Also the fact of baptisni shows further :I.nstru:iﬁ"on
by Peter. 4ilso Cornelius had requested to hear 211 the things that God
had commanded to speak. These were not all the truths of God. The
Source for this speech could be found in any number of Christians. ‘he
preaching of Peter to the Gentiles created a sensation. What he
preached as well as the fact of his preaching was sure to be remembered.

It is entirely probably that Cornelius, devout as he was would write

down the words of Peter, that he might have them continually. Thus we
3 e
take them not as Luke!s idea of the opening for the Gentiles, but as the
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23.
Peter's Speech at Jerusalem. Acts 11,4=17.

Occasion: The apostles and other Christians heard of the experience’ énd
the works of Peter among the Gentiles. Vhen Peter, therefore in the
course of his labors came to Jerusalem, the Jews questioned him con-
cerning this, and seemed to be of the opinion that he should not have
mingled with the Gentiles. In order to explain the situation, Peter

tells them the whole story from beginning to end. (note: Ramsay takes

- this incldent at Jerusalem as that time to which faul refors in Gal.2.

He says that Gal.2 does not mention the later occurénce recorded in

Acts 15. liost of the investigators do not agree with him).

Analysis of the Speech:

V.4-15: Recounting the order of events with Cornelius.
V.18: Promise of Christ to send the Holy Ghost.
Ve 17: Since it was then the work of God, it was proper to do it.

Observations:

e note in the last part of the speech of Peter that he again assertsa
that it was the working of God, and proves it by the fact that Gont'.
the Holy Soirt. Peter is convinced against his will. Again, were'ég.l
the Christians and apostles of the opinion that Peter had done wrong?
We say no; for we read in v. 3: 'they that were of the circumecision
cont_ended with him!. This could mean all Jews, but more probably to

the more zealous and fanatical Jews, who particularly stressed the'.éob-
servace of the law in spite of their faith. Peter's speech 1s coﬁv“fr'z-e—
ing. After he h@d recounted his experience, they held thelr peace. :
Integrity: Wo doubt Peter was forced more than once to answer this ob-
Jection. But here we have what is the complete explanation of Peter
before a more or less formal asseimblage or conference. Paul »probably
was, and even Luke, may have been present. . liany Christians were there,
perhaps even an account of Peter's reémarks were kept, for they were ims

portant in the growth and expansion of the -Christian church.




