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it DRITY OF CHRIST IN TEE EPISTLE TO TEE HXBRRETE

Cne peruerl of the Enistle %n %ko Hebrgms will suffice to dis-

clase ite dietinotive grandeur. The Letter =zey bLe suoken of o=
the Foly of Holiee in the templs of New Tastement 11to:ntué. in
beauty of style cmd s:;metry of ocontent it surpascses svery other
bonk of the Tew Testument.®) Tithin the confines of thirteen whor
chuptere (202 verser) the epesentirl features of Jewish worship

are demioted in their eornsumention by Christ Jesus.%s)

Zpny on;zjantu:es hrve been snde se tn the rraobrble rutkor of
Hohzewe. ™n definite conclunion osn ever be remvhed. The super-
perintinn in the Authorized Yersion meeka definitely %o asolbe the
nuthorehin nf the Inistle to St. Poul. But the words of th_s title
ere to e tulren no zore serisuely than the vorses nppended to the
verioue eniptles of the New Testusent thkt seek to estoblimh the
rlece of the writing of the severel epistles. The Greek New Tes-
tament takee no defiuite position, entitling the Letter werely &s
IIPOX EBPAIOYE, -y cen fesl recsonnbly sure tuut,aven if St. Foul
did not write the Enietle personelly, it at least hed its origin
¥ithin Sxuline cireclee; for tlut cominent note of Bt. Frul's let-
ters is to be found in eo meny words tlso in Esbrewe:"How the
Just ehwll live by faith*(Hebr.10,38). This feot makes 1%

')uaodsneed E.d., %un.ﬁ.ﬂu—g}% p.as) The :I.nnf
guiges of Hebrawr sho™s more ole @ on tmmt tow
0153,:! bdok:0L-the - Hew- ‘!ntlunt wndk ne:n-u.

E.ﬁ"" the 1: o:! n-'ﬂl‘!'! ':'l nE h 'p'.aa), R mtgd_
Chriesticn hroug netothnﬂah:m.form

£irat time, o woﬂ: of mlﬂnt.tan

us) Ooodepeed, op.oit.,n.39:"The Christinn so who undertook
tn mest thie s:l.tunt:l.on toox a8 his theme the comnlete nad finnl
okbarpoter of the reveletion mnde in Ohrist¥,
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8ll the mors surpricing thet Luther hesitrted to put this Epistle
o o par with the Homlosusene of the Tier Testazent and choss Te-
ther to group 1t with Jude,Jpmes, rod Revelstion, Inthsr's views
netwithstending, this Enistle in no way stends in conflict with
the temor of Fow Tectamont theolozy. In fact, it egrees iX every
deteil with the tocching of Jesus Ohrigt. Of mupreme significence
ie the feot thut the ¥nistle to the Hebrews io in full cocord
with the fmdnaentzl tenet of the New Temt=ment:tbat Christ is
the Son of the livinz Goé ('int.16,13-13). Sebrews in"divers =on-
ners" gcunpirccizes the Deity of Jesus Chriet. :

There gre, of onuree, those vho will deny the fect that
taie Lotter dnee vphold the Teity of Ohrist. Sut such denicls vre
&r & rule boged upon sulice &nd irreverence*); cnd their protego-
nlete deeerve no kindlier treztment than thot rccorded by Et.
Poul to Elvmes, tho eorcerer, 0 full of 2ll subtiltiy scd all mis-
chlef, thou child of the dévil, thou enemy of =11 unrightsousness
wilt thou not ceese to rervert the right wnys of the Lord?®(iots
13,10). To suy unbizeed wind the faet remnins incontrovertible
thet the outhor of Hsbpere thouzht ond wrote of Jesus Christ ee
the Son of @0 in the fullast eense of the word,

The nurnose of thie thesis shell, therefore, ‘b_e a txofold
one:fixet, to demonstzrate that +the Eniefle to the Egurews does
tesoh the Deity of Ohrist (wetter); and,secondly, to show how
thie truth is teught (zenner). Thct purpose will be exacuted in
2 onubinction of dogmptionl end exegeticel methods. Exegesis must
furnisk the content; Dogmrtice the outline. ¥o improvenent ozn

¥)E.g2., funerel nddrese for Chief Jusiice Howard Talt.
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Ve wede unon the conventionsl dopecticel noptention thot the Deity
of Ohziet ir desnnetreble from the foot thct (1) divine puszes
tre cpplied to Him , thot (2) divine pitributes ere eeoribed to
Bim, thet (3) divine zqrke cre ettributed to Fim, =nd thet (4)

Givine haompx =nd #loxy =re hestowad won Eim,

4 nreliminery ooneideration may quite npnronriately decl
with the vzrious nereoncl nemes of Him vhose Deity is sost re-
¥azkuoly nrocleimed in the Enletle to the Jgbrews. The name Je-
gus iR found exzotly eseven times in the Letter; nemely, in
8,20; 7,82; 7,33; 10,19; 13,3; 13,34; 13,30. The name Jesus
ie ususlly underetond oe referring specificeclly to Onrisi's hu-
mnity, vileh lende emppueis to the frot that in [isurews 4,14
Chriet ie evoken of ze Jegus, the Bon of (God. The latter eni-
thet in this cure ccoupier the moeition of the other designo-
tion ecomwonly coneidered ce especiclly referring to Jesus'! Dei-
ty; uesely, Ohxist. The ncse Christ is found in exzctly nine
CcceesiEebrere 3,8; 3,143 5,6; 8,1; ?,11; 5,14; 2,34; §,28;11,
88. The two opvellntione nre combined in et lesst four-instan-
oes: 3,1; 10,10; 13,3; 15,21, Of pll there nexes 1t atill rexpias
true <het "there if nons other nsme under heaven yiven =mong
men, ~hereby we et be snved®, Cn the vages of kistory »o cuoh

nfues cre to be found rs thome hestowsd unon Jesua Chriss. It
18 indeed true that " he hoth by inheritencs obinined ¢ mors

excellent nuwe then they(the sngels)”, The titles hestowed upon

Jesus of Xesareth by the Enistle to the Hebrews give evidence

of Eis superiority even over the ongele and amply iliustrate




Bie Deity.

Tn mortcl uon, no winistering spirits, mo idols wers sver
alled God ( 4 a3 ),in the Singulsr with the definite nrticlsl
"Sut unto the Son he (Rod) seith, Thy throne, Q God ( & <fsy ),
ie for ever ond everMHeb.l,2: agly 222 Hy P - Tour times
the 2uthor o=1ls Jesus God. The firet pneazse has Just been gquo-
ted. The reoowsi one is disguised in the Zuthorized Version, vhere

ve reed in Eebrsvs 1,5,%... therefore Jod, even thy God, hoth e-
mointed thee with the nll of gladness rbove thy fellows®. Thet
ie not wict the (reek hze. The Oresk version bes Jik reSre ﬁtlﬁ
o2, 4 acs, 2 h; w00 Flmiev dguMlulrymy,unioh Tuther quite co
reotly trrne:l.ete":'. «« flarum het dich, o Gott, geselbst dein Gott
it dew Oel der Freuden ueber deine Genossen". It ie tho first

¢ Jadl 883 thct comes into coneideration =t present. As in verse 8

1% is %est token er o vooztive.(Iuenemcmm, Weiss, et 2l.) *)
The entire nuesogs is o direct guototion of Perla 45,7(8) in

the Beptungint trcaelation of the Hebrew: pJ¥ WVIE VRN fa
7 22- S 7nu 77¥ . Hence even the Tather of Lights

refers to Hls Eon ece (od; certeinly no greatsr testimony could
be required, :
In Hebreme 3,4 we heve en indirect reference to Jesus as

God. There Ohrist's glory is spoken of in ite superiority to the

%} "he ﬁaaﬁon' G-reak(mr)!utmnt' FuD vooo. Robexrtenn
tnd Devie, . ew Short Grpus bk Testprent,341,0:" The
.I:.'t:l.cu:l.:.-.r <oming u e Voo' ol e thie eutk :l.'l pcl.nt out
for inestsnce, thot in Xutt. 11,38 () l‘d.rqg ie the equivelent o
piérse in the preceding verse(p.S1E).
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bonor thet hefell “nses. The comwperisom is &rcvn by the amseriior
that "he wha Leth buil ded the houss heth zore honor than the
Louse.® In the %&?ﬁuu.u the representative of all be-
lievers, is meznt ce the house(v.8); cad the duildez,Jesus Christ,
is God: " but he thot hullt ell things ie God."

The fourth inetarce in which Jesus Christ is designeted as
God drews in the whole subjeot of the molenoh Yehweh( 3 ‘1,71; K-
This nneerge in Hgbrews 8,13. The verse resds in pert,"For =hen
God mrde mrouiese to Ahrohem...¥. The inoident referred to im thot
of the meorifice of Isgcc told in Genesis RB. There tha,w;.i_:- 7¥23
epeke to Abrohem the seoond time, laﬂng,‘.ﬂ?-l _z, é _qj? .

Thie is the "snsel of the Lord" that enneered unto Loses in
the fiexy bush(¥x.3,3) cnd luter declt with Israel in the dessrt.
Of Him Poul exye,"... they drank of thot spiritusl Rook thet fol-
loved thew: rnd thet Rook wae Chriet"(1 Oor.10,4). Here, in Eeb.
8,13, t!ﬂ. Christ i1s spoken of as OGod.

e

7"".- 'm . .__7 a.a.. i

The nasecges quoted in the preceding section establish the
significant truth thct Jesus Ohrist is of one esseace with the
Father, being ygrv God. At the scme %ime the Kpistle druova stien-
tion to the difference in the persons of the Father and that of
the Son,Jesus Chriet heing set forih es®very Ood gf very God.™

Thie truth hae alresdy been indicated Dy the dielogue recorded
in Hebrews 1,3.9. But eveolisl motice is glven thet foot in mt

leset trirteen pressges. In ten of these Fe is orlled the Son of
@od outright. Uost signifiocent of this group is the passage that
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has olrendy been cdduced;uomely, Hebrews 4,14,"Beeing then that

¥e have n grent high priest, thet ie peseed into the heavens,Jgeus
ihe Bop of God, 1let ue hold fast our profession These words lezve
B0 ronu 2t £ll for doubt ae to who mey be the Son of God.

The definite article emphcsizes the faot that Ohrist is the

Bon of God in o vnr'y epeolol senee, thet He is, indesd, the firat
begotten( ¢ ROurSveavs) o Ohopter I,verse 8, the "firetbomn of
every crenture (N@wrévesns r-xrh-u )" mentioned in Ool.l,15.

In four other wrsemses this upique filiel relationship to dod the
Father ie deploted Ly the use of the article:Hebrews 1,8, "Uato the
Bon"(n@es riv Jié» ); Hebrers 8,8,7... they orucify to themsel-
ven the Son of God (Wr vy rO Sed) afresht Heb.7,3,"... mede
14ke untn the Son of God (7§ W 1% e )u; Heb.10,89,"... the
8on of nd (15v wior red AT )u,

4lraady--in: the'onening: sentence=of the Epistle,Jesus, the

nronhet of Nnznreth, is snoken of s God's Son."God....hoth in
these loet duys spoken unto us by his Son (dv w?@ )¥, In this
oess ths Gefinite crtiole is mot found with wids . Tithout the er-
ticle the word vld3 1s oleo found in Heb.3,8:46.08 &y wfds ;
B8 puifige dv vdds ;7,331 UMv . Zxezetes have taken this
U3 ns of the strengih of & proper news to expluin the ebmence
of the zrtiole. But thot ie not necessery; for even e the &
Jlveness of the filial relation is emvbhasized by the -ut:l.?:l.e even
20 the filipl reletionship to the Futher,as such, is cé'tod by
the vord #1863 . Tuis gesertion orn be corroboruted fros Heb.l, B,
".eseI Will be to him ¢ Fether, end he shell be to me & Son (Wi )!
These exre woxds of the Frther!




- ]
Thie brings up the point that God the Fathier nersonnlly me—
cants nm'.; oloime Jesum ps Hie Son. "Thou ert my Gon, this day
have I begottca Thee "(Hebr.1,535,5) ere words sdduced by the ou-
thor from the mecond Pe=Im end nut into the mouth of the Father:
* dp3dr "i%F LI PE IR Though He be but the Son,
yot even the Tether recognines Him ns Hie ecuel in the words of
Peelia 110," 81% on my Pight hend, wntil I iscke thine enemies thy
footstonl " (Hate.1,13) =I‘E‘_|. ad aw? e P Jl‘l,l'i,l"l; 11~3°7 2v.
21ss the szoventh oxd eighth verses of the third ohapter cean
©e brought into the ploture by correlating them with ¥at.3,17 and
17,6:"Ihie ie oy beloved Bon, in whom I o well pleased; hear ye
hizi" It ia Eie voios to whick the muthor of Eghrevws refers,V....
Todcy, if ye will hesr pie vojog, harden not your hearts....". It
ie the volce of Aia to whoz loses pointed in the words of Deut.
18,15, "Toe Lord thy God will reise up unto Thee s vrophet from
ihe =icet of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye
Ehell hear:en", Jud Fe is the Sop of dod)
Loxd.

1,10:2, 3:7,14:1%, 5
Upon tie Son of (od the Ipistle to the Hebrews rlso bestows
the title of Lord( #¥e) in four noteble instemoes. In Hebrews
1,10, the Fether cdSresses His Son with the words, "And, Thou,Lcrd,
in the bewimming bhact lcid the foundation: of the eexrth; eond the
heavens axe the work nf thy hoxds®, In the Eebrew of Ps.103,3B,
from vhich these words sre token, we have the word DX ,ralcted
to WP - Thie ecme word is found sieo in Isaich 9,8 in the
Cozbimntion i3 Y JX ,"the mighty God". Psolm 50,1 combines
Stmita @V 3y and 27T ,"tho wighty God, even the Lord
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bath epoken, s
In Febrere 2,3 Jezue iz ncein referred to cs the Lord (d sk
€t®), which ie the equivelent of the Febrew ‘,"l‘! end is
Ueod in o very epeoinl eense. Hevrers 7,14 brings Jesuz' lordship
into ite relationehip with ue by oelling Hi= Sgur Loxd" (4 "'i“'-i
§4r ). Zeet there be omy doubt that Jesus im wecnt, the u-
thor of the Letter olinclispr this 2ories of pessgzes, whioh con-
Teie the noue Iord, by vriting of Sowr Lord Jasus®(Hebr. 3,40).
Sion of lion,

“hie sgotlcn oz the Divire Yexgs vould te fer from complate
without e xention of the zost ¢lstinoiive title bestowed upon Je-
Bue of Fazoreth;nuwely,the Sgp of ling. This neme is found ia o
Quotaticn iuion from Feelm 8. In the originel Hebrew the word for
"gon of wmon¥ ip u;.} 13 - it Zirst blush ﬂ;l.‘\_-' ~78 cizht seea
fo refor tn mortel mon ce a olmes. Zut this Paclm is of Hessiznio
1=port snd significazce,ps ths Sovior Fimself indiostes in ilak.
£1,15.18. u-r,;-p} ig, then,not used here in the generel sense ag
in ¥2.3,1; Mus.23,19; or Job 25,8; tut is cpplied in a very spe-
cific cné individuclizal sense even nf in Deniel 7,13, where we
keve the irampic equivelent W% 7§ . This naxe is peculisr to
Jeeus Chriet. In it rre oorbined the uean end divine natures. The
terz woe the fovorite designrtion by which the Savior cclled Hiw-
88li; Tfor seventy-eight tizes in the faur Gospels Ee ndopted it
to evenk of Himsol? se vivs ved &vollwBw, 45 Cromer cusgests, the
title ueuslly essphosizes the humility and lowliness of the Bavior.
But iz »t levet one inetonce it axalts Hias ge Jodiimst. 12,28,

"5hen the Son of iion shell eit in the throne of his glory!. lLore-
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over, £t dtephen (acte 7,F8) upplies ths nowe in refereuce to
Obriet me @God,"Zehold, I cee tha honvers opened, cnd ths Bon of .
¥an #tuading on the right hond of God®, Ths two tiiles "Son of
Cod" and "Eon of Uun", #oolnring that in the ons person of Ohrist
there ere two netures, the nature of (nd cnd the noture of man,
loined toyether, but not corfused, cre nresented to us in tro
Eesorgble neeenges of the Uompel, which deoclare the will of Ohrinmt
that gll wen confess Him as God and men.

The ¥irst nusecge is found in intt.14,13.18," Thom do men
eny thet I, the Zon of wgn, omf....And Bizon Peter smmwered crd
8cld, Thou nrt the Christ, the Spp of the living Jod®.

The second nczesge 1e eleo, recozded by lstthew (868,83.84)
end 1o no less eignificanti... 4nd the high priest cnswered snd
Buld vnto hiz, I zdjure thee by the living God, that thou tell
ue rhether thiou be -the.Christ, the Son of God. Jesus ssith unio
bla, Toou boest erld: cevertheless I sey unto you, Hereafier shell
Yeé eee the Zan of mop eitting on the right hand of power, and .co-
=ing in ths olouds of heaven®,

£ll of vhich moet eaphatiocslly proves thet vhen Jesus Ohri

1o deeignoted ss the Bon of len, Fe is snokem of o= such in & man-
ner whioh immlies not only His humenity hut mlso—-= end that is
eisnificent for the present discussion]-——His Deitv.
II
DIVINE ATTRIBUTES
The Eniefle %o the Hebrgws if quits profuse in nsoribircg
Givine gtitributes to Jesus Ohrist. In faot, 1t will be Aiffioult
*o find spywhers expressions thet will quite equel the stately

eloquenoe of the opening verses of Hebrews, in which Jnu- Ohrist
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i8 desoribed me the"brightness of his(God's) glo::'("'% s
difns «éred ) end "the exprese image of bis punn'(m*‘ 7ds
émarrines),

Fobrewsl, 2:1,0:3.13;: 4,143 6,15; 7.26:;8.1: 9.11:9.843 10.12: 10

*ith suoh epithets*) the cuthor of Eghrgws, whosver ke
¥ay have heen, certzinly intended to nsoribe to snd bestow upon
Jesus Ohriet tic mnjesty of God the Fother. § #fy «dved 1a
the Lord's 7329 vhich covers the hecvens (Ps.19,1;Hsb.3,3),
vhioch apposared in tho oloud to Isreel in the desert(Ex.18,10),
vhioh later filled the Temple(l Xings B,11). Of this 129 Je-
Bus Chriet is ths Eln"il;-t ynot with the mere connotztion of
refulrenoov*) nc the reflection by the #oon of the light of the
fun, Sut with the thought that the rcdiert glory menifested by
Obriet even here upor carth (Jno.3,11; ket.1l7) was in every wmy

. "the glory ce of the only megotten of the Fether"(Johm 1,14).
Chriet perfectly radictes the mzjesty of (od so that®" he that bheth
Seen me(Jesus) heth eeen the Father"(Jobm 14,8). Thie gloxy wea
revesled once tn the disoiples on the Mt, of Tremsfiguration in
it full splendor. Ctherwise, exoluding e fer occasionsl glimpses,
1t wos hidden from mortzl eyes. Fed it not been so, Jesus' con-
te=moraries would heve seen”the God of Isresl: =nd... under hia
feet ne 1t were o naved vork of sspmhire atone, nnd os 1t were
the body of heaven in hie clsorness®(Ex.24,10). But cs Sgphir re-

sJvarrer Insists that thie nhrassology is takea from Fhilo, "The
ﬂﬁoﬁiﬁtﬁ%&f %I:ﬁ:lﬁ;ﬁ'iﬁ:;u effulgence end » 8y

radisnce uné refleoction. Athancsiusi®“ho is so void of stan-
ding as to doubt concer the eternnl 'boi.ng of the BonT foxr
(] ¢

vhers ke ono seen light without effulgenc Theophylsoti®The
Sun ir naver seen without effulzence.mor the Friher i ihe




" who ctretchest out the heavens like o ourtoin; who loyeth the

=]l
=rkes), "It is bHeomuss that Sun is =0 exoeeding #lorious, oo ex-
cceding bright, =0 exocedinyly umbearsble in its majesty that it
Shiner forth in unother eun——- cnd yet not cnother, but one with
Him—— which Jod, in Fis monderful wisdom end power, heth ziven
wio ell worlds; thet in thie sun “hey xay behold the brightness,
the effulgence, the outflow of Eis glory",

[ 1% umy be of interest in this comeotion to drew ettention
to the foot tunt in ¥z.1,28.38;10,4;43,2 the glory of the lLoxd
fppenrs ee & perenn. Thie is of primary signifiormos for Is.40,5,
"The Floxy of the Loxd eholl be revezled". Agein, in Evodus 33,18,J
by @ reluted thought, lioses seks the Nord;"EBhow me thy glory." |
The requeet ie gronted with, "I will meke gll sy enodness pess be-
fore thee". How well that fite in with John 1,14,"... end ve be-
held Fis glory, the wloryjof the only bedotten of the Fathex,full
of zxnoe rod truth¥, Jesus is the true,complete effulgence of
God'e unjestic hut greoiout glory. J

Curist is desoribed,morsover, ne the JAea’ rye Tis &
Fe 1s ti:e cxoct expresseion( xqm*hf God's emEBence (m-

iﬂ.Mgetc). & l&%% This bears out the Loxd's nssertion
of Jom 10,30,"I nod my Foiber are one®. In ssdenticl usjesty Je-

sus Chriet ie one with the Father; for he "snt doma on the »ight
hond of the wejesty on high(ergsadursmy Iy GppdS ) (Heb.1,3).
S8itting"non the rignt hecd® signifies equrlity wiih the Father in
wcjesty( ;7 J177K, 77§ ). Indeed,"tion ert clothed with ho-
nor mnd wcjestyivko covereet thyself with 1ight e with e ger:zent

beazs of his chambers in the raters; rvho acketh the clouds his

) KS1ETIS %0 the Hehrewsd, I, 57,58.




-!M.gd y indlenting the suneriority of Jesus Christ, would suszest

=18
ohcriot; rho wmoizeth bie eagels epirits; his winleters o flaming
fire; who leid the Towmdctions of the eurth, thit it should not
V8 rezoved forever"(Pe.104,8-5). “hen Jesus "passed intn the hee-

vene'(4,14;2,%4)a2ter Hle work of redemption hod béen cospleted,
The Fnther oeked Him 1o csoume onos more Fis full aajesty—nwhiok
he ulwaye hed hut ae uen did not often okoose to use!~—— by as-
X¥ing Eim, 5it on ry rizht hond, until I meke thine enemies thy
faotetoonl®(1,13) W
W&’:ﬁarﬂh&) “e repd that Jesus did follow the Fother's
Blddine tn eit'on the rizht hend of the liasjesty in the hen.vm'
{8,1;10,13;13, 2),

The quotetion from Feplm 110 cited lmmediztely nbove loys
bize the sovereizn mcjoety of Jesue Christ. The Frther hae svpoix
ted Iia ar rulsr of the universe. Al1 thinge cre shoped toverd
the ultiunteo ond comnleta glorifiontion of Jesue Christ. All ‘thing
hepnea £u thoy do that they mey eventuslly be put in subjeotion
vnder hie feet (3,9;0£.10,13). To thot end the Frther has smnoin-
ted the Bon with the oil of gledness n8 B token of recogmition
c2d gnyrovel of Eip royecl ma2jesty. True, =oms comasnteators insiet
thot thie cnointing is thut of o umarriege feast or thet it re-
fers in geuercl to cn cnointing on cay festive occksion.*) 3ut
here, in Hebr.l,8, ntvght 91;0 then the solemn snointing o royel
disnity cra be reforred to."*) The very use of the prevosition

thet thought. His dignity end mojesty is of a higher ordsr even
then thct of Hie"fellows'— JoEhup, Anron,iiosen; the cngeln)

‘“n.x‘ X0081toxa' OreeX{Nlev) Testament! l\ib ‘vooeiVestcott oud #.'I.fora.
»8) welse, Davideon,v.Sodenjof. 'E.G' ¥ ;b voce,
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There 1s none ;recter taem He; fTor "vien God (the angelus inore-

tfus, the wrlesoh Yuhweh)mweso Prosise to dbrehos, beouuss He oould
F¥8ar by nose urenter, he sware vy Himself"(8,13). Fle =zjerty

éven extends over the henvens, heiug'scde higher thon the hee-
vene(O gy ds7spos 1Sy edprviiv) 7,28, O Josus Onrist it is true,as
the Iicceo~Cometantinonoliten Creed ecys, that Ho ie "Light of

1ight®,

Ziarnity
8, 8037, 227, 08:7.16:7,17:7, %837, 85:15.8,
Zzony the ottributes thet dietinguish God, ond there-
fore lro Jeeus Ohrist, from nught slse is that of eternity. The
Snietlo to the Hehrows lenver no Fookifor doubt ae to this distincg
tively divine atiribute in its relotion %o Jesus Ohrimt. To less
then thiriesn waeeszes foram the cumulative evidence for that foot
futeiunding cuonz these ie the naseege near the end o:l the Book
(17,3),"Sezus Ouzipt the eexe yesterdny, ond today, ond forever
(s s aiSres )u, 0f course olosely connsoted with the Thought
of eternity is the sttribute of ulm'lgllennell &8 brought out Yy
§edrds 1n the wcesrze just quoted. Jesus Christ is, thersfore,
Geploted e one "without shadow of turning®(Jcues 1,17) for evexr.
"Thou srt the suze, end thy yeers shell not fnil®(1,18). Yes, all
thinge"ebell nerish, but thou remcinest®(1,11). The author of Fe—
brewe urcs the expremsions sls Praldre, sl 79ds aidvey or their
equivelent aigm Jt"lﬂ'alﬂtﬂkaﬂ_ and once even afs rév
alSve 3 alSves (1,8), but never do we heer of Ixriv «P&-
ver , From sly rlone mere Lmsortclity .ofn be derived. In th
comprrigon, however, drovn in Ohnpter msven hetween elohisedec
end Jesus Ohriet both ere seid %0 ezree in one fenture;nssely,
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thot they hove "neither begl.nn:lng of deys, nor end of 1ife"(se7s
eryr RAPSY ), In theme words lies the ja aldver ( Z2743). |
Thie is the only pneecgs in Hebrews from vhioh the pre-teamporal
existence of Jeeus Ohrist con be shown in so meny worde. Fetursl-
1y, the thougbt thot "he liveth®( 7¥)(%¢ ) cnd "he ever liveth®
"‘"‘"‘ t ,5') (23F) "after “he mover of cu endless 1ife® (sdeara o5
romer Jwiys dntanelirev ) eufficiently emphesizes the post-tezno—
2l exietence o? Jecue Onriet end nfter a2 fashior aliso iaply His
eternrl existence "before the foundotione of the world were loidf.
ind the fmot thet ie ceoribed to Jesus Ohrist mrgues for
BEle Teity ia no uncertain mrmner.
Quiirotence
Hebrewel, 552,631, 831,1%; 13,98,
"ith Sod nothing is iamossible”. ilortels are inompoble
of nony. thingm; not eo God. Ee has orected ond still rules nnd
guides the univeree. 411 things ore under Eis control. The very
lder mortroyed by the rord figd susgests the ctiribute of omni-
notence. Foteworthily, Jerus Chriet is credited with thia very
orninotence in the Frigtle. He is depicted a= the one *who up-
holde 211 thinge by the word of Fis power". Only God can shake
hezven ond eozih. 2t lectt 1t 1sRiX2F 11,17 Wo in Hageal?7;8
ehelzee hesven rnd earth; for heaven nnd ecrth =re pecrt of the -
Nt ¥2 5 thich God rules. Tow in Hebrews 157, significently
ennugh, it is Jesus (v.24) thet is represented es shgking heaven
&nd earth, *Yet once more I shnke mot the enrth only, but rleo
hezven". It ie Jesue' wolce thet shekes the eexth (Heb.13,28).
is o mctter of fect, the Yether ‘hee"'vut pll things in subjection




under hie feet. For in that he put nll im subjsotion under him, he
left nothing thet was not put under hia®(2,8). Jesus is even "ax-
neoting( ¥4 ds xuers) 1111 His anemies bs =ode his foatstool® (10,
13) even ce the Fnther nromised Him in the words,"Sit on my right
hord, until I scke thine enesies thy footstool®(1,13).

In the fuos of such heaped evidence for the omnipotence of
Jeerus the thought of Hie Deity im inescapable.

Be fasy
Jesus Chrict,nccording to Hebrews 7, is the true Yelchise-
dec of the New Terizment. The Ting of Brnlom, too, was but a shad
of Him who woe to come;'but the body is of Ohrist¥(0ol.2,18). Je-
Bug 18 tn ezch heliever "IY KING OF RIGHTEOUBEESS® and a scenter
of rigi:teourness is the mcepter of His kingdom(1,8). The ncas Ma
chigedec s#tnnds in oloee relotionship to Jeremizh's renowned pro-
nhacy congerning "The Lord our Righteoueness®( #J278.1I0Y),Jex
23,8. Righteousaeee is not found in :an, nor im it ever ascribed
to pxgele by Holy Writ. Omly Jehoveh hos the abeolute utiributes
of TPy vwnd 39> ( the 43 Sirys of Hsbrem 1,8).0cd

glone imwutes that righteousnees to us through Hie Son.The mere

foact thut thie rigateousness 1 arcribad to Jesue Ohrist desig-

nates Hix ne God,

Perfeotion (Holiness)
Heb g B.9:7 .y 1 Sl ,‘*’ "'z’
Cloeely akin to the cttribute of righteousness is thut.
of perfeotion snd holiness. Although the Lord demends perfeotion
of ue(ipt.E,48),only He is holy, in the sbeolute sense. It is
thie sbeolute.holiness that is attributed to Jesum Ohrist. He
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¥o8 "in pll noiuts tempted 1ike os we mre, yet mithout sipn*(<,18;
of. rleo 9,38). He ie desoribed cs")oly, horoless, updefiled, se-
pergte from simners®(7,53). This nhrossclosy is osrtainly never

used of r mere wen, nor does Scripture use such lengusge Then epec
kng of engels. Porfection end holiness ers certainly _etiributes
of God rlame; Em_i thue, vhen Hebrews smecks of Jesue ce ths oophel
of our enlvetion vwhe.vwae uede nerfact throush sufferings (3,10),
Derfegtad forevermore(?,22), nothing less than tke Deity of Je-

fur Chriet con be imolied.

¥
m;;':ﬂ.;?'.d-.lﬂl
Christienity ccn honet of a merciful God. "I ax seroci-
ful, srith the Tord..."(Jer.3,12). In ot lenet two Soriptural de-
Ecrirtions of Jelownk mercy end grecoe heed the list of divine
tttributer. In %¥,.34,6,"The Lord, the Lord GQod" is described as
telnz "mexoiful mnd grooicue, longeufferdng...". Joel 5,13 pre-

Serts g eixllor miciture, "idnd rend your heart, end not your ger-
sents, wnd turn unto the Lord vour God: for he is grcclious and
zeroiful, slov to anger, end of grent kindness, end repenteth him
of the evil", Thet is in these pnesoges msoribed to ,'q,-r- '*1%1
etiributed Ly the zuthor of m to Jesus Ohrist. In Obepter’
4,verse 13, uen vre encourcged to coms boldly unto the throns-of
gZxaoe, thrt we uny obtrein icerayv( ’:f'-’ ). The throne is thot
of Jesus Christ (v.l4). The etrikinz thought of Romons 4,5 is ocor
teined in Hehrere 8,12, to0, "For I will be ggroiful to t‘hd.m—

Sebreve 3,17 renrerents Jesus rns n Eerolfu] and
feithful high nrierst.
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The leoet rnorage vlluded to ia the !i:.vl.ou- seotion be
etowed unon Jeruso the epithet of being a fnithfvl high priest(3,
17). He wue'faith?ul (7 #7635 ) to him that had oppointed him"(3
3). Thie etiribute of feithfulnese is given to God in Deut.9,7,
"...the Lord thy God, he is God, the Zaithful God". Isaiah, too,
Speake of"the Lord thet ir faithful¥(Is.49,7)

Although tho coneideration of the attribute of faith-
fulneer ngr ge mould be of little significonce; yet in the argu-
sent from the Livine aittributes bertowed umon Jesus it vlays un
interoeting snd corroborative r8le.
III. DIVIEE ACTS.
Unfortunntely, in o deicuesion of this kind nh‘.l.oh is
groured atout ceratin erbitrary hends and does, thersfore, 2ot
follow tha nrder of pacegrer ne they oocour in the Tnirtle, a few
features o one nectinn will of neceseity overlnp with what has
bees erid nreviously rod =lso Tithk thet which is to follow,.Just
E0 in the present cnnsideration of the Pivine Acts rvhich cre at-
tributed to Jesus Chiiet, a nu=ber of passoges that have been oi-
ted previously =ust necesscrily recccur. Meny of the prominent pe
Bages in Hebrewe con bYe viewed Zrox s nusber of anzles. There in,
for inetance, Hebrews 1,10, which hos glready besn used to show
that the title Jorxd ie soplied to Jesur Christ. That oose paseage
asoribes to the ecae Lord Jesus the divine work of creating the

univeres,

Sreation

Hebrewe 1,10 rends,"And,Thou,lord, in the blglmﬁ




keet laid the foundction of tﬁ%a-auth; pnd the heovens ore the
vorke of thine hsnde®, Thece are words of God the Fether directed
to Hie Bon ord nxc token frnm Pealn 102, the twenty-fifth verse
of vhich reads,"0f nld Eret thou lgid the foundation of the enxth;
oad the heavens ‘are the work nf thine hond". The reference can be
only to Gen.l,l,"In the hnglnn:.ﬁg Ogd orented the heavsn znd the
earth'. That losen oitributed to W %T7JE the author of Hebrews
ascribec %n Jesue, the lLord. Therefore, Jesue is God, the Bon of
Ood, "oy vhom eleo he ( the Father) made the worlds®(1,3). The
Ehn:l:a Logos-doctrine of S8t. John here swings into line with the
thought of Eebrewe. In the beginning "God eaid ( 7-2£),Let there
be lightl" ilthough,in a eense,the FTother may be called the prime
cuvke of crantion(note the difference hHetween Jl'-""f of Heb. 3,10
end de” o8 nr !!eb.l._ﬂ!); ::et the Son , the Father's logos, 1.1
She ilmsediute ogent. "Sy the word of the lord were the heavens
¥ede: snd w1l the hoet of theam by the breath of hir mouth®(Ps.Z3,
8). Riwght here Hebrews 11,3 will fit,"Through faith we understand
thet the worlde were frumed by the word (c":cﬂn) of Gbd..:zA.
"0 Be sure, the word h’;a, ir not uded here; but the distinc-
tion bBetwesn o\-'i-, end @ flavt ic m0 sxnll®) that the two words
ECY be resurded as referring to the seme fmact thot Jesus Christ
ic the mersonnl, eternnl, rnd life-bestowing A{wof the Father.
"And the Word ie (vame) God... All thinge were wade by him®"(Jno.l,
1.3). |

Pzeservation

Egbrewe 1, 3: 3,7:2,.8.
Even gn the worlds were oreated by Jesus Christ, the
"] 4t leaet, the definitione given by Thoyer(Lexicon) would seem

%o indiozte that & mera philosophicsl guanoe is Pn pdditiomal fec
ture in the word Josoe, 7
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Yord of the Futher, £o 01l things zre upheld by the word of Hie
rowez, Jesue ie tho true Atlas, ce it Hero.’l'c’u‘v 2 M wifone
r§ f.ﬂ""" rigs do rg'ﬂl-g «9rdS .0n this verss tha 'ﬁl‘,,?llu-
%ore! Greel: Tectswent" remezks,”The usaring of ’f(dlﬂ.l.l soen in
fuch exprerelone ms thet of Hoses in Nuubers 11,14 oF Jugjoumes
g péres popaer wdine v daivy, where the 1dse of being re-
SFonsible Inr thelr government cnd guidance is inwolved". In A-
thenr $t. Foul $old the philorophsre of the world that the "God
thet mpds the world.... Ziveth to oll life, and breath, cnd oll
thinge"-—g pusesge which cloorly wives dgi orsdit Zor the pre-
Eorvition of the world, The Fauther hus given the Son full control
of ©ll things by eetting Eim over the works of Hic hends(Hsb.3,7)
end oy putting cll tkhings in subjeotion under His feet(3,8). From
theso conuidoraticae we agein ooncluds that Jesus i God.

The redexptism of the humnn racs is no work of man. The
greatzet ineult tc Oof on high heé to be expinted with the gret~
test euorifice: the dseth of the Son _o! CGod. Teught elss ™uld
[ have onpereed on encry Ooéd. "For it is not pomsible that the blood
of bulle end of gocte should tske aroy #in"(Meb.9,4). lLan oould
not huve helped himsglf; neither would the szo=ifice of an engel
have availed suzht. But the Bon of (od, God Hizrelf, hnd o hecox=g
Mz to rodeen men.¥Sut thin xsn, nfter he hod offsred ons seori-
fice of sins forever, ect dowa on the right hend of God"(10,13).
"ind for thie csuee he iz the mediator of tho new testacent, that
by zeene of deesh, for the rede:ption of the trcnsgresmions that
were under the firet teetosent, they vhich are oclled might re-
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°tive the nromice of eternal inheritance"(9,16). Of oourss, the
Brdezntion wac the vork of the Ood-ran. God asmused the neturs
of mortal won"thot he by the groce of dod should tasts deatk for
avery =nnf(3,9) "So mut cvay sin by the snorifice of himeplf®(g,
28) "thot throuwh desth he mizht destroy him thot had tho power
of douth, thet ic, tho devil; end delivsr them who through feo=
of decth were all their 1ifetime subject to bondage"(d,14.15).
Thus, “when "he hod hy hiceelf purzed our sins®(1,3) He "becase
the cuthor of etsrnnl svlvation vnto =1l them that obey nix® (5,
8). Busen hunds soiled with the filth of sin covld never keve
Leen extended to the tiwraue of grace; "so Chrict wes once offezsd
to boax (dvapie« ) the sins of :=uny*(9,28).

Jeeue raedeened wen in Hie offioisl ocpooliy == the Friest
end Hizh Frieet of wonkind, A considersble portion of the Epistle
iz devoted to o diccuselon of Jesue Ohrist as the Figh Priest.In
fuct, juet thot io the pim of the entire Letter: to ertablish the
fect thot Jesus Christ is the consumcntion of the Old Testazent
ritonl rince Ee is purerior to cll else. That is the whole temor
of chepters 7-10, in which we ore led by the outhor into the lismt
Holy Pluoe of the Ohristisz fpith in the compeny of Jesus Obriet
vho by hie own blood.... entered once into the hely pleae, having
obtoined eternzl redesption for us®(9,12). Cn nine diffasrent oc-
cagicne durine the course of the Epistle Jesus is ocllad tha Eigh
Prient:2,17;2,154,1434,15;5,6;5,10;6,20;8,1;10,31, Bix nzceagzes
testify to His rriesthood:B,8;7,15:;7,17;7,81;10,18;7,11. The en-
tire seventh ohopter compores the nriesrthnod of Ohrist with that
of ilelchieedas. Of primary eignificencs for the presect is the
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tseertion thot Ghriot Jasus pexformsd His pricstly furotist as th
Soa of 2od (7,3). ke =co not o mere man; hemoe the superiority of
Hie priorthond 1o thot of Lazon (Chopter B). The effeot of Ohrist
high-prieetly functions vre superior to those of the trikts of Le-
Vi in tho frue pronortisn thet He is euporior to the tribe. In
other words, #is work is the consumuption of =11 szorifiolsl ef-
forte. Hebrowe 10,1C expreesly stotes thet we are sanotified
"Through the offaring of the body of Jesus Ohrist opoe for e11"
Intercession '

The scoond feuturs nf Jesus Christ's work as Figh Priest
ie thet of intorcescion for Sie neople. For The ever liveth to
uake iztcrceseion for ue"(7,25). In thie czpmoity Hs demonetrates
Bie euperiority over rll oreatures in that He is able to "appeor
ir the precarce of fod for ust(9,84). How, ro.mon omn sse God g=d
1ive(ux.Z%,20). Ko usa car ond would dore to appeer before God.
Eut he tuazt is in the borox of the Father (John 1,18) can approcol
& holy cad righteosus God. Only He oould he our®high priest in
thinge perteining to ﬂod(s,l'r_ﬁ_s ord, thonk God,Es is. Ve 2re jus-
tifled, therefors, to rhow from the work of Redeuntion snd that
of Interoession thnt Jesus Ohrict is God,
Scrotificntion
B we A.11: H 10:1
docordins to Fhilippiens 3,13 ¥it is Jod which worketh
in us (vou) both to will end to do of his mood plecsure". Husez
. nefure ic euch o wretched effsix efter the Fell that it requires
the nmninotence of the God of Orection to rexzew end serctify it.
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(3 Gox.4,8). ™is work of divine csnipotence is in tha Episils to
Ihe Febpawe osoribed to Jesus Ohriet. He it is"thet sznotifieth®
(8,11). It 1¢ tus blond of Ohrist thot purpesiour consolencs from
deed rorke to serve the living God"(9,14); for "by one offerirg
ke hath perfected farever thez thet cre sonotified®(10,14). The
Will of God thet the 014 Testoment soorifices oould not acoco=nlied
Tue onrriel aut by Jeeue Christ for the ssnotifiocstion of the be-
lievere{Seb»,10,9.10). Thie ie o work thet only God cen do.Jesus
perforus it. "horoforc, Jesus Ohriet is God.

IV.DIVIIME GLORY AFD HOIOR
m R R:9 7:=9 Q=5 _5s 13 . sy .
Ternite the opinion of the Aueriocn revisere of the New
TesSzuent thot Feov‘lldvfu :.‘B!ﬂ-!! only to ¢ gasture of nolite
feveresnoe zccoxded to o uere huarn being,it oan be definitely
Ehorn: frowm the Epistle to the Eebrews clone #hat zore is meaont
by the ot of morokizming (l¢¢ ﬂwr‘d) For even nnga:l.l ure es-
ked to warshin Jesus Christ,l,8: /<t FAeAuF 'l"' reesy alry
Fdv rag -,,I‘.; Jesd _ ingels would never be neked to bow
to (the literrl secning of BEe@Avria) |) g mere mortcl. The Te-
ther cee thew to woreuip Jesus Christ, beccuse He i ‘their su-
Torior, In thie "greptex® Ipistle Jesus ip declored to bs greater
th'n Joshun(+,8),greater then Asron(7,11), grester then loses (3,53
He im no lees then the £on of Jod, God Himself. "We mee Jesue...
oroened with glory end honoz(d6fy ,nsg )#(3,0). This glory end
honor i not nlone of Fie chooeing,."Ohrist plorified not Himself
t2 e ande on high wriest; but he that said wmto him, Thou ars ay
Bon, to day heve I begotten thee"(B5,5). The Father hos orowned
Iim vith divine Lonor sud glory(3,7). This OTowning refers sne-
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Cifiorily to the exsitation of the himea nrture of Chrissjfor im
%9, the Tizet next of the verse derls with Jeeus' Telng mzde a
"lit¥1e lower tlLen %he nugels®. Thie is the Septuegint version of
Peelm 8,5, vhere ihe Heurew resde WFIND 683 7290 7
tnd meene thei Jeeue war zgde to leck of 304 = vhile, & »rophecy
fulfilled whea Jesus oried on %he Crose,'ly God, my Ood, Thy host
Shou forenien wet" The Holy Epirit hrs ohosen %o edept the Greek
treneletion of thome woxde to express the thought that Ohrist wus
Lade arn, wme wunds Yz 1ittle lowar then the ongels", to taeie
denth for us. Thie huken neture wos then exslied throuzh death

tnd crowned with wlory snd honor.Chriet'a divine neture, of courre
¥e6 not obrnged; it -oem 2ot ohonge. Put "being found in foshion
Pe L Zony e Lunbled hiseelf, =nd Gecrme ovadient unto dseth, even
tiie dertn of the oroes. Thereforas Ood :.almo: beth highly exmltied

blx, end given bhim ¢ neme which 4o chove crory mwze! that &t the
ncas of Jeeve cvery mes saould bow,0f thinzs in heanven, 22
thizge ir eprth,rnd things under the ee=th®(Pnil.f,6-10).

¥or the coufort of every balioving heart =nd especislly .
o tha rarrsonted Jevwich Christiens of the day =hen Hebrevwg was:
written, the cuthor desoribes the sueriority of Jesus over mll
else, exhorting his brethren to "give the rors earnest heed To
the thisge vhish we heve heard, lost at ony time we sbould let
thez plip®(3,1). For,"now shell we esonpe , if we negleot 2o zreet
rolvation?"(3, 5) .Cur eslvation is Jesus Ohrist, the Loxd,"fo whom

A Po o eu(13 31),
. ALEL]
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Elﬂa After reading some uneteriel on the W
awe, 1t roon beccze evident that it wne utter nlis

“0 €0 much zore rending, + for nersonsl edificntion.

In o paper on the nature of theDTITY OF CHRIST I TEE EPISTa
LI 70 THT HemE"S8(vhioch is n compiletion) pll the reading
bevond o certnin degres iF merely deenening a rut that ham
rlrazdy been made. After gll; the Enistle itself and the
nerallel pesecges in the 0ld end Kew Tertaments are the
ohie? end only euthnrity. This,.merely by my of spoloxy
for o menrsr Bibliogrpdhy! g f
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