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Miscellanea.

May a Pastor Become Indifferent to This Menace?

The short German discussion in another part of this number concerning
a pastor’s duty with regard to the dance evil, although quite a few decades
old, is very timely also to-day. We are apt to become negligent regarding
the warnings which we owe our young people. Just how serious the situa-
tion is appears from a number of books and articles that have recently
appeared.

Wo quote, first of all, from & book by Oliver, Psychiatry and Mental
Health, which certainly is not written from the standpoint of bigotry.
He says of the freedom between the sexes at the present time: “The forms
of behavior that are more openly permitted among our young people of
to-day may be classed, from the sexual standpoint, among what are usually
called the ‘forepleasures,’ the “introductory rites of the service of Aphrodite,’
as a Frenchman might express it: all those physical acts that precede, and
are meant to lead up to, the definite act of heterosexual intercourse. Whether
or not actual acts of intercourse are more common to-day among young
people than they were fifty years ago, I shall not attempt to decide. Here
I am dealing with the ‘prerequisites,’ the principia, with which sex activity
usually begins. I mean the touchings, the kissings, the closeness of one
body to another, the stimulation that comes through the organs of touch
in the fingers and through the sensitive mucous membrane of the mouth
and lips. I belicve that modern pecople sum up all their ‘prepleasures’ in
the words ‘necking’ and ‘petting.’ They are as good words as any. I am
surprised that we physicians have not already coined some Greek words
for them.

“At any rate, this preliminary sex activity is commonly practised
nowadays. We are interested in it only in so far as it has certain definite
mental and physical results on the young people who are committed to
our charge. In the first place, our young ‘neckers’ and ‘petters’ are doing
something that almost deserves the word ‘unnatural.’ Of course, there is
in reality no such thing as an ‘unnatural act.”’ Everything that is, is
natural. If it were not natural, it could not be. But it is surely a sort
of artificial reversal of the order of nature to take certain sensations and
the means of producing them, sensations which are by nature intended
to lead up to one definite act,— to take them and to make of them an act
in itself or to let them lead up to nothing at all, to side-track them, to
treat them like a motor-car that has been run off the road into the shadow,
where it is no longer getting anywhere, but just standing still, with the
engine running at top speed. That is a mistake, I am sure. And you can
easily sce how bad the results are. I have watched some of my own young
men go jauntly out on what they call a ‘petting party’ and return after
two or three hours of such ‘exercise’ so tired and drooping with tense, ex-
hausted bodics and nervous, twitching faces that they might have been
playing two football games or three lacrosse matches intead of having been
‘making whoopee.’
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“This is a perfectly natural result. They have been stimulating them-
selves, their bodies and their minds, along one line of excitement that is
intended by nature to lead up to an act in which the stimulation ceases,
the tension is smoothed out, and the entire human organism is rested and
refreshed. But at this last act the ‘petting pair’ must stop. And one
cannot help being sorry for them. I do not knmow how the girl looks when
she gets home. I know how the man looks, and he has often told me how
he feels and where. I know, too, that such a ‘party’ leads necessarily to
autoerotism. It must. And in a sense such ‘petting partics’ are merely
a new type of nutoerotic acts, accomplished by two persons in one an-
other’s presence. Moreover, both man and woman are using up certain
sources of pleasure and of stimulation that they will need later on in life.
If they use up and exhaust all the forepleasures of sex activity, make them
80 common that they react normally to them no longer, what will the mar-
riages of the future bet Young people who before marriage have had a long
and detailed ‘petting’ experience will have nothing left to experience except
the sexual act itself.” (Pp. 204. 205.)

Another excerpt is taken from an article by Francis Talbot in a recent
number of America. He is speaking chiefly of the modern sex novel, and
his judgment concerning such books is extremely interesting and valuable.
He writes: “Enough, perhaps too much, has been said about the contents
of such scrofulous novels. And yet, I have but hinted about their real
contents. I have been striving to express, in as decent n manner as pos-
sible, what they tell as luridly as possible. In exact words they describe
the various techniques of kissing, necking, petting, and the things to which
they lead, the physical and mental sensations, briefly, everything that
can be transcribed on paper. As might be expected, the leprous record
contains pages devoted to birth control, abortion, and astounding kinds
of degeneracy. I have mentioned [on preceding pages] but a few novels
that have come under my notice. But I have the titles of half a hundred
more that, I understand, are equally as pestilential and vicious.

“These viciously harmful books have their largest distribution through
the lending libraries of bookstores, of drug, cigar, and stationery stores,
and similar places. They are carried about in valises from stenographer
to stenographer in office buildings and loaned by the pedler at the rate
of a few cents n day. Sometimes the pedler or the clerk in the lending
library makes a show of concealment in allowing the borrower to take
the book, but not often; more often the book is recommended to the bor-
rower and forced on him as full of pep and red hot. These books, drip-
ping with the virulence of sex, are openly distributed through the various
forms of the lending libraries, to young and inflammable readers who are
pruriently curious about such matters and who are seeking vicarious lust-
ful experiences at the very cheapest rates.

“These books and their distribution constitute a problem of prime
seriousness. The minds that they poison are too precious to be destroyed
80 easily. The crimes that they incite are too horrible to be permitted.
These books are, frankly, lust-provoking and are deadly to the morals of
our adolescents. Immediate and strong action against them is a duty.”

P.E.K.
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Ginige Beitbeftimmungen in ber Gencjis.
1. Die Patriardjen vor ber Sintflut.

€3 ift {don mandjed iiber die vorfintflutlifen Patriardien geidjrieben
foorden, was fid) faum mit der Haren Offenbarung ded Worted Gotted bers
einbaren [dft, ivie 3. B., dafy die Jabhre bor der Sintjlut al38 Monatsjahre

, ou berjtehen feien, dbaf die geijtige Entividlung twihrend diefer Periobe bie
bed Steingeitalters getvejen, und neuerdings, daf bdie lange Lebensbauer
auf bie ultravioletten ©trafilen der Somne (und ded Monded) uriids
gufithren fei. Demgegeniiber Haben niidjterne Eregeten jtets fejtgehalten,
bafy bie Langlebigfeit der vorjintflutliden Patriardien jedenfalld darauf
guriidaufiifren ijt, dajy fie der uripriingliden BVollfommenheit ded menjdy=
lidhen Sidrperd mit allen feinen Seriften nifer jtanden al8 bie Menjdien desd
britten Jafhriaujends nad) dber Sdopfung und fpiater. €3 mag aud) fein,
Dap bie duferen Lebensverhiltnifje einer Iingeren Lebensbauer damals
giinjtiger waren al8 jpater und daf dic Visartigleit bicler StxantheitSerreger
damald nod) nidht fo grof tvar wie in unjern Tagen.

Dazu fommt aber nod) eine weitere Annahme, die fid) jdhier aufdringt,
Ivenn toir getvijfje Fafioren in der Gejdjichte ber bamaligen Jeit ind Auge
faffen, namlich dicje, dal Gott durd) die lange Lebensdauer die miindlidje
fiberlicferung feines8 Worted auf die cinfadjjte Weife moglicdh gemadgt Hat.
Die Lebenszeit der cingemen Patriardien ijt ja Gen. 5 genau angegeben:
Adam 930 Jahre, Seth 912, Enos 905, Stenan 910, Mahalaleel 895, Jared
9062, Cnod) 865 (ivegen feiner Translation), Methujalah 969, Lamedy 777,
Noah 600 plus 350 oder 950 Jahre. Madjen wir nun aber Vergleidie, jo
ergibt fid), dafy Ubam mit allen jeinen Nadfommen ujanunengelebt Hat
bis auf Lamed), den Bater Noahs; denn Lamed) war beimt Tode Adams
60 Jabre alt. Methujalah lebie nod) 248 Jahre mit Adbam Fujammen.
Enos twar nod) am Leben, ald Noal) jdjon 84 Jahre alt war, und bad ijt
bedeutungsvoll, tweil man gu dben PBeiten Enod' anfing, in formeller Weife
bes HCrrn Namen u verliinbigen, Gen, 4, 26. Methujalah lebte bid zum
Jahr der Sintjlut, 1656/7 nad) der Sdopjung der Welt, und iiberlebie
bemnad) jeinen Sohn Lamed) um ctiva fiinf Jabre.

€em, ber Solin Noahs, der ca. 98 Jahre vor der Sintjlut geboren wurcde,
fonnte demnad) jeine [njormation iiber bie Sdhopfungsgeididte und iiber
alled, was in in der Jwijdienzeit vorgefallen war, nur aus gweiter Hand
exhalten, namlid) dburd) Methujalal.

2. Die Patrinvdjen nad) dber Sintflut.

@em Iebte bis ur Jeit Abrahams und twar jogar nod) am Leben, alld
Jfnal geboren tourde. Die birefte miindlide fiberlieferung mag barum
fobl o tveitergefiihrt toorden fein: Adam — WMethujalah ober Lamed);
Noah ober Sem— Abraham. E3 jvaren bemnad) nur drei Glicder ber
Stette (infl.) zwifden Adam und Abraham.

Die Pairiardien nad) der Sintflut twerben Gen. 11 aufgeadbhli: Noah
950 Jabre, Sem 600, Arphadijad 43S, Salah 433, Gber 464, Peleg 289,
Regu 289, Serug 230, Nahor 148, Tharah 205, Abraham 175, Jjaak 180,
Jalob 147 Jahre. Demnad) Hat Arphadjad, der Sohn Sems, Tharal iibers
Iebt, Salah, der Enfel Sems, jogar den Abraham, und Jjeal war jdon
187 Jabre alt, ald8 Eber, ber Sobhn Salahs, jtarb, und felbjt Jalob bereitd
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77 Jalre alt. Sara twar 127 Jahre alt, al8 fie ftard, Y8mael 187, Jofeph
110 unb Mofed 120.

Eine WVergleidung ber ber{djiebenen [Peitangaben ergibt unter anberm
folgende intereflanten Tatjadjen. Abrafam twar 76 Jahre alt, ald er nad
Slanaan Iam, Sara 65, @en. 17, 17. J8mael tourbe geboren, ald Abrafam
86 Jabre alt lvar. JYdmael tourde qusd dem Haufe Abrahams ausgetrieben,
al8 er gifden 16 und 17 [ahre alt war. Abrafam war 100 Jahre alt,
al8 Jfaat geboren wurbe, Sara 90, Y8macl etiva 14. JYfaal war 87 Jalre
alt, al8 Sara ftarb, 40 Jafre alt, ald ex Rebelta Geiratete, Gen. 25, 20,
75 Jabre alt, ald Ybraham ftarh. Jjaa? war 60 Jahre alt, Abraham 160,
al3 Cjau und Jafob geboren ucben.

Jalob fvar gvangig Jahre im Dienjt bei Laban, jiecben Jahre vor feiner
Hodjzeit mit Rafel und Lea, jicben Jahre, wifrend telder iGm elf Sdhne
geboren urden, und fechd Jahre, wifhrend tweldjer ex feinen eigenen Biehs
ftand ertvarb, Gen. 29, 21—30. 25. 88. 41. Jalob ivar 120 Jafre alt, ald
Jfaak ftarh. Jofeph tvar 17 Jabre alt, ald er bon feinen Vriidern verlauft
ourde, Gen. 87, 2, 80 Jafre alt, ald er bor Pharao jtand. Dann famen
bie ficben fetten Jahre und nodj teitere ziwei Jahre, Gen. 45, 11, bis Jalob
nad) fighpten fam. Jalob war aber bamals 180 Jalhre alt, Gen. 47, 9. €3
exgibt fidj, daB Jofeph geboren mwurde, ald8 Jafoh 91 Jahre alt twar; und
Jalob fwar 84 Jafre alt, al8 er fid) verfeiratete. Cr twar ca. 77 Jahre alt,
al8 er nad) Mefopotamien fam, und 97 Jahre, ald er nad) Sianaan guriids
30g- Jjaal tvar bamal8 157 Jabre alt. Jalohb mag etiva 99 Jahre alt
getoefen fein, al8 Venjamin geboren tourbe und Rafel ftarb, Gen. 85, 16 ff.,
undb 108 Jafhre, ald3 Jojeph nady fighpten verfauft tourbe. NRuben mwar
ca. 45 Jafre alt, al3 YBracl nad) fighpten zog, Juba viclleicht 41 Jabre.
Sofeph twar etiva 56 Jabre alt, ald Jalob ftarh, und cr iiberlebte ihn um
54 Jahre. Manafje und Ephraim, in den jieben reidhen Jahren geboren,
@en. 41, 60 ff., mdgen ettva 24, refp. 22 Jabre alt getvefen fein, als Jalob
ftarb. B. C. &.

Concerning Late-Comers in Church Services.

The fact that absence from church services was made a matter of
discipline in the early Church is generally known. The strictness in Spain
was so great in the sixth century that three unexcused absences rendered
one liable to expulsion from the congregation. But this legalistic practise
extended even farther, as Bishop McLean says in his discussion of the book
The Testament of Our Lord, one of the most recent discoveries illustrating
early Christian life and worship: “Late-comers had to wait till they were
brought in by the deacon, who offered a special petition on their behalf in
the litany: ‘For this brother who is late let us bescech that the Lord give
him earnestness and labor and turn from him every bond of the world,’
and so forth. ‘In this way,” the Testament naively remarks, ‘enrnestness
is strengthened, . . . and the despiser and the slothful are disciplined.’
This curious feature remains to the present day in the Abyssinian Liturgy.
Perhaps if we adopted this habit of praying for late-comers, the present
unseemly rush during the General Confession and Absolution at matins
might be obviated, and people would be more punctual.” P.E.K.
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Concerning Some Hymn Meters.

Some of the meter notations in the various English hymn-books are
self-explanatory, while others appear to indicate their form in only a gen-
eral way. The nomenclature of such meters undoubtedly goes back to the
metrical psalters, which came into use between 1561 and 1635. Perhaps
the most important of these collections was that called the Old Version,
which appeared in its completed form from the press of John Day in Lon-
don, bearing the following title: “The whole Books of Psalmes, collected
into Englysh metre by T. Starnhold, I. Hopkins & others: conferred with
the Ebrue, with apt Notes to sing them withal, Faithfully perused and
alowed according to thordre appointed in the Quenes maiesties Iniunc-
tions. Very mete to be vsed of all sortes of people priuately for their
solace & comfort: laying apart all vngodly Songes and Ballades, which
tende only to the morishing of vyce, and corrupting of youth. An.1562.”
It was this Psalter which Isaac Watts (1674—1748) largely made the
basis of his work in the renovation of psalmody. He invented no hymn
measures of his own, but adhered to the rudimentary forms of verse which
had become traditional in more than a century. In the early edition of
his Ifymns, he used the prevailing meters of Sternhold and Hopkins, the
long, the common, and the short. In his second edition he added the
meter of their 148th Psalm. This meter is known, from the prevalence
of the word in the model used by Watts, the Hallelujah Meter. The
meters which Watts used had the following form, all in iambic feet: —

Long Meter (L.M.): 8 syllables, or 4 feet to the line, as follows: —

ot g e v e B W a o
ot == L T b or b
“—w—w—wa— b a (Y
o= 1 b b

Common Meter (C.M.): 8. 6. 8. 6, in the following rime schemes: —

-

g gy = B a
Nt e o e e s oy e W = ¢
Nl Nl Nt — b J b
Short Meter (S.M.): 6. 6. 8. 6, in the following rime schemes: —
N — g . N a ) a
Nt — g s N b L b
N e o e o e g e L oL (4
Nl N —"Np — h J b
Hallelujah Meter (H.M.): 6.6.6.6.8.8 or 6. 6. 6.6.4.4.4. 4, as fol-
lows: — Nt N e o e a ) a ) a
R ™ e ¢ a & The first rime scheme
————— b b b as in Hymn No. 329,
— df° ¢ “"'c rlhuanduhani.
e A = d d the third as in €69,
Nt — e e d
~——— d d L P.E.K.
- P
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