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or thot texb.Instecd of oxpounding , "stlokine fo the Sext snd meking tho texb

stlex® thoso sormons consist lersuly of szeodobes ond experiences of the yroeschers
omm 1ifo.ind $het oortoinly is oombrery 40 the principles uhich we set up ss e

pr coling which fdliows Doul's dictums"Prosching Oinrist ond Eim Orucifiedw. In the
lﬁnsmru&;h wozahing drives tho thinking hesxer out of the chuarah to cook '
opiritusl nourinh:ont olmuhere. As & Tixsl marming ogainet this use of shord
texin wo 1ot ramusber ket 18 is not at sll in keeping with the dignity of ths
mumgawmeunummn:m-.w’ém.m-nm
wien ¢ short toxt moy bo uwsed effootively ozd profitobly, but the genoxsl >ube of 3
lorgor porilons of Soriptures muok @s ti:o paricopsl system of o cimrch exsrgilifies |
hos otood the tows sufiicliently snd proved edifying sxd construstive to such sn '
oe=tont thod 1t dosorvos to bo our examle. Inoldaniclly, this in & mosure so- |
comta for tho fsat tiat the Iumthersn Gmreh atill mainteins the noat conservative
giond cmong ol cinne ckeo to-iay, namdly, beciuse it kas slwoys sccorded Soripiure
irgtocd of Inzsn wisdom the most promingnd plece in its tesching and precching.

Angthor tendancy in tho construction of modorn sormoms vwilah, however,
ve con ouly tonch upon hore is the disregoxd for india ted divisions of the mexs
non, This vory syparent in the two bocks msutiomed sbove, and is clso one of the
ckarecteristios of the preaching of tho Listhodish (imrch ond relkted bodies. Ye do
not moan to say thot those sormons do not follow prepored divisions.or sow kind
of order, but the fuct that thses aro not brought before the sulignse in the mroper
mnner might well be considor:d a weakness in presching as the following state-
ments dsmonstrate.s S discoures whidh rejects thase aids to perspjouity will tum
out a bewildored I.Illlldl'. withous sim or efiect, ordor or scadiuslen ' Hgarkrary

to a balief vhick has becoms very ganerel in aonsequonce of olumsy sermmixing,

I believo thet divisions exoite inkerest in ihe minds of our hesyers, They fosber |
|
i
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mum'.l.lhl utdunno:tﬂm paintings mmMmmmtﬁ-
fore mmns tho g=lloxy™ And nu nrl. ﬁﬂl the divisions be ﬂ- um:'-l
throughout thoe sorcom? mm'thqlhcﬂd. If you are tmth'm mubject
loploclly and progrospively, 1% is muroly right thst any llhlllm-t hosrer should
ba told Just wiere ho 1w, : _ :
Mpnpmht-uhnnﬁummni-g;- in our day,
vhen connidoring ito 1othods of wnnnin'tl.u. thon tha uﬂ.lm; attexpts 4o be
0dd, stariling, fomy, in o word sensational. ¥his is evidenced first of sll in
%o choloo of s texbt. o 1llustrates 'ﬁ oerfain Inthodist proscher described as a
"pan of brillicnt powors™, one doy geve ocut for his taxt the wordas 2.XKings 6:85
ileo] :mobor for 1t woo borromed'; cmd then ke bogen in this wey:'I wish Obris.
%icn pon end womon woulé ozhibit como of this faoling when thoy borrow urbrellas.
I hove lonk, I om ouro, o ooore, oud loot them all." » "Bﬂn!ﬂﬂ preached the
omnwl ooruon o the Aoscolatiod Zcilors of Dablin fron tho texh, "A rummnt shall
ba scvedWy = W .l'k- Bnglond uireister once prosched to the ncwly merried oouples
of Lis oo:progution from Tge 7217 "ind abundange of pasco so long as the moom cadur.
othe? 4 moro rocozt cxsmilo ia pivon us by Artlmr Brizbine in his columas‘fIm

disocowmregiip cunorsiition a preadcker recexily mm tkat some cleXgyman =1ueys
ovoldod a thirtoomih chsptor, oz o thirtoonth vorse§ "but I shell recd to rou the
thirtoonth yorss from thirteon chapbers'y Es did so with rocsonsble self-sp:woval.
Eis ohcir ocllapsed, end ho fell £34t oo the pulrit floor.®
Shis ssxe oraving inglinstion to be scmsationcl is also ezhibited in

the formilating of themes, outlines, snd entire sermons. In keoping with the spirit

of our sdvertising age we therfors mst keye exauples much as theses fteck ana
Doublecheck® (the populor slogsn of Amos snd Andy of Badio fime) wos tke scbjoct
of a loocl minmister's sormm. Sckramm in kis bock "Ehe Evening Storifice® presched

thres s:rmons ou thise thamess “fho tele that is t0ld by ihe gresa™y "A costed
tongue"s "Splritual gongronew, An svengelish Teoenily dhose as his thones wrescdsh |
or Bostoxdf™ An editor of ons of our leading popirs in the East camplled thase 3
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5. Eoyks The Tork of :l.nuhfu. polol

¥, Winrod over redic Dea. 22, 1929

1. Tebblsom; _n. Iaking of hs Sermon, p-161
2. Oliver Whe' ond Fow to Procch, pell3
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Bo Ricimond News Lesdar (Va.) :
G+ Bi. Louls Timss, Xarch B9, 1930
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omd ecustisclly roxzaied aciub thoms’Ioo ozd Soudey *Ehis Tard-boiled agevs "Bs-
810 Oiristions®; PEho Ibderz Brbel®; Yiotim'szd Victore; "Hlossom $imo in ihs dos
sort®; lion of Jorrows"; Hecrh sburchingty "Eow to bo hepny though & clmreh mecherng
Ibojers ot sin®; afd you think ihey wore movie titles, ysu poor hoctlen? wll,
thay wore the titles of sormoms prvoched in Xsnsas Oity yestexdsy.®
“inother pro oker, efter hooring thet his Poobbsll teom of Lis tomn hod

wo nine strelight goros docldod 4o conduat "a fostbell service® wiih s =football
sermont, i.nﬂ:l.n:':l.:“nnnn & roport from ‘wterbwry, Gomn., Where "a fer nonths epo,
@ Togro ovensollnt, cxhorted o wsiling cullonee, with fists nilling to closa liv=
inge Iz Iront of tho ﬂ.ﬁt:l.'m.hl. tko Africen Inthodist (iursh a casiat was piled
bigh with lowors. 10 ovonpeliot told of the ho:rors of Lell s=d there wore not &
few Iyotoriesl ories from tho listenors. The nownpeoper sxnouncorsnt sald t:at the
sorvico wos o0 bo a fuuoral. Ovor tho cof:in tho evengpdlist ckontied o eulogy. The

éosé =on iod commitfed ovory nin. Eo wes wickod, sxd thorefore ke =oudlé go iats
etorzel Gormamb. Ghon tho eoreon w=o fizighed, tho oudlense wos ixvited to file -
past Shie eoclab oxn? 4sinm oma ficdl look 0% this Zorrible simmer, Esch =on a=c wo.
#on pocrod into tho ccolknt. Tho ocalnt woo oxplye 4 =irror in tlko botl.om refleotad

ko fsoa of cvery poroon wio chared.™

In cuswor to ko quostionsDo you use Fumor in yowr ulsit? Dr. Btldger.
Hﬂlllli!.ll' I bliovo in storios - the fumier,the better. I use thenm in my
presching when they are ‘.:l.n:l.r-'fum psator we are told preccied on artire sor-
mon witkout the letter "rx®, ind tlms we might contimms to quote exmmgiles of preschers
who dramatize the Seriptures, introduse into thelr dicourses immgirsry dislogues,
wko oin at smart things, snd vwi:o"™iedl greatly in scenic paixting in =hich the oo-
lors are bold"y sll of which, ‘though parsding under the zeme of Soripinslity®, is
directly contrery 10 FPaul's admonition vhen he lll.ll".l'.n all things be done decently
and in oxdary™ and cortsinly not even revctdly in kmcping with the digniky of the
resssge which we cre to prodlaim. To any ssne and soriously minded person all wush
hmmr;-thrcml “i mm“nm
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