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on them, Ano rie, they ore act o complete ilfiliment of the promise which the 

preacher mies ven he amounces before the sorcon that be 4s going to spesk oF thi 

or that text.Iustead of oxpounding , “sticking to the sext end miking tho text 

stick? those sermons consist lermdly of snecdotes ont experiences of the proscbors 

om 1ifo.ind thot cortoinly in contrary to the princirles ubioh ve set up as tlie 

pE coking which follows Zoul"s dictums"Prosching Ohbrist ond Him Grucified. In tha 

Long rum suoh wordhing drives the thinking hesrer out of the charan te cook 

Spiritual nuourish=ent elawcheres As a fice] varning against this use of ahort 

texte wo wast romexber thet 16 is not at oll in keeping with the dignity of tke 

Word of God to procleim 4% in such plecemes] attempts. Ue repeat, there are tires 

wien c short toxt my bo used effectively o=d profitably, but tke genorml ruke of x 

Larger porcions of Seripvares cuckh as tke perlcopel syste of our cimrch exemplifies 

has stood the test sufiiciently and proved edifying exd construstive to such on 

extent that 1+ deserves to bo our exemiles. Incidentelly, this in « mocsure sc- 

counts Zor the feat tat the Lutheran Ghorch still raintsins the mst conservative 

giend cron; o1i cima cheno to-(ay, namely, because it bas sluoys sccorded Scripture 

izsteod of mn yvledom the most prominent’ place in lta tesching ard precching. 

    
another tendency in tho construction of modem sermons which, hovever, 

we con only souch upon here is the disregard for india: ted divisions of the ser. 

mon. Skis vory ‘appsrent in the tvo bocks mentioned above, ani is also one of the 

Gbharecteriatios of the preach®ng of tho lsthodist Ghurch ani reikted bodies. We do 

nob man to say that those sormons do not follow prepored divisions or sans kind 

of order, but the fact that theses are not brought before the owllience in the proper 

mnner mifht wall be cousidercd a weakness in preaching as the following st=te- 

ments demoustrate.: “i discoures which rejects these aids to perspjcaity will tam 

out « bewildored zbhapsody, without sim or efvect, ordor or condLusion® 'lgontrexy 
to ao belief which boas become very ganerel in cengsquenes of clumay eermenising, 

I believe thet divisions excite interest in the minds of our hesrers. They foster ee
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Strestotions like a catalogue of fino paintings over chich you run your eye be- 

fore oxtering tho g:llezy" Auf. ones mare, GanouLé, the divisions be moda apparent 

throughout tho scrcon? Gortoinly they shoulds If you are tresting your subject 

logieolly and progrossively, 1t ia suroly right thst any antelligent hearer should 

be told jast wiere no is". : ; 

But pozbaps nothing 4s tending to degrade tho yilpit more in our day, 

when considorivg its methods of prosextstion, then the wristelatle attenpts to be 

od2, st2rtling, famy, in a word sensational. Zhis is evidenced first of all in 

the ckolce of c texte Zo Lllustrates te oarkain Enthodist ‘proscher descoribed as a 

"aan of brilliont powors”, one doy geve out for his toxt the words £.Kings 6:5 

Alec! «agter for 1b wao borrowed"; cné then ke begen in this woys'I wish Obris. 

Sicn mon ond women would ozhibit some of this fooling when thoy borrow uzbrelles. 

1 Love lont, I om cure, a ccore, ond lost them‘all." = “Doan Swift preached ths 

ammnl cornon +o the Associated Zc:llors of Doblin from tho terk, "A rosmont shell 

be scval™, = @ a*ow auplond wirister onse proached to tke uculy mrried couples 

of Lis cougrogution from Dae 72:7 “And abundance of peace so long as the moon cnéur. 

eth." 4 sore rocont oxemlo io givon us by Arthur Brisbsne in bis oclums: “in 

  
discouregiig sunorstition a preacker recectly rerazlcad that some clergymen 2lueys 

avoided e thirteenth chapter, on: a thirtconth verse} "but I shall racd to you the 

thirteenth vorsé from thirteon chapters" He did so with rocscnsile self-ap;roval. 

Bis obcir collapsed, end ho fell ht om the polvit floore” 

@his seme oreving inclizstion to bo scusationcl is slso ezhibited in 

the formilating of themes, outlines, end entire sermons. In keoping with the spirit 

of our advertising age we therfore cust Lere exauples gush as theses feneck and 

Doublecheck® (the popilor slogan of Amos end Andy of Badio feme) wos tke scbjact 

of a loool minister's sormm. Sokram in bis bock "Zhe Evening Storifice" preached 

three s:rmons on these thenes: tho tele that is told by the grasa”, "4 costed 

tongue"; "Splrlimel gongrove*®. in Savongel ist rooently Ghose as his tkone, wypacish 

or Bostoréy" An editor of one of our Leading popsre in the East compiled these :
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ema ccustioslly roxsrited aclut thors “*Ie0 e=ud Send", “his kard-bolled age; "ae 

Gio Ohristions"; "zho Usdorn Bubel"s Viotim ‘end Victor"; "Blossom timo in the dos 

sort"; lion of Sor-ows"s Hecrt socrobing™; "Low to be bapny though © church merber"s 

Hbojars ot sin"; d{d you think they wore movie titles, you poor hostien? yell, 

thay woro the titles of sermons pr.cohed in Eensss Olty yesterdsy.* 

“snother pre cher, after hearing thet his Footbsl1 teom of Lis tom bod 

won ning straight gores docided to condust "a foctbell service" with s "football 

sormon”. sintlcrly“comos & roport from Waterbury, Ooms, Shere "a few months spo, 

@ Togro oven;olist, cxhorted o wolling owllonse, with fists milling, to closn liy= 

inge In front of tho plstform in tke African Inthodist Oburch a casket was piled 

high with Sloworse Ske avongelist told of tke horrors of Zell s=ii there sore uct & 

few byntericsl orles from tke listexors. Zhe nowapeper smmounsorsnt ssid thst she 

gorvico wis to bo a fumordle Gvoz tke cof:in tko avengolist ckonted ro eulogy. The 

Gosd mon isd comltied overy sins Fo wos wickod, and thorefore he co0lé go into 

etorncl tormant. Zhen tho sorson reo ficished, tho anfionse woe irvited to file- 

past She esckot en? tsa ono fisrl look o& this Lorrible simmer. Zsck ron axé woe 

wan pocred into tko coslot. Zko ccaiet wos orptye 4 =irror in tke bottom reflected 
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tke fs00 of cvcexy porson zko stared." 

In cuswor to tka quostlonsDo you uso rumor in your pulsilt? Dr. stldger- 

roylios: Zea, I. blieve in stories = the fumier,the better. I use them in ny 

preseking chen they cro timely." Gnother peator we are told preccozed an ertire sor 

ron without the letter "r". Ani thas we might continues to quote examples of preschers 

who draratize the Soriptures, introduse into thelr dloourses imsgizery Gislogues, 

who cin at smrt things, and wio™eal greatly in scenic psinting in which the co- 

lors are bold", ell of which, though persding under the nome of “oripinslity", is 

direatly contrary to Paul's admonition when he esiasttet all things be done decently 

end. in order," anf cortaizly not even recotely in keiping with the dignity of the 

message which we cre to prodlaim. Zo sry sane ond soriously minfed person all wash. 

ey ae eet mainly no one the church a an antes. | 
a fect aipeinken mmetin, Bist tet. 

Seindag artery et re fressters evi y tove this ‘cistenwa notes: While we : 
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: | ‘Le Richmond Hava Leader, 1929 
i B. Drs Boyd in Globe Demers dec. 16, 1929 

  

' 5. the Defe-ter(deck to the Bible) Dec. 1929 

; 3 Ge Home Inge 5a:R25(1928) 
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