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The pastor ought, therefore, to learn or Paul to preach 

Christ, not as the great teacher and wonder-worker, not as 

the virtuous son of Joseph, not as the giver or a new and 

better law, but as t he crucified and arisen Savior. The ( 

Missouri Synod is at times accused of preaching too much law. 

Let the past or talce this as a v,arning and, learning or l'aul, 

det ermine to kno\'1 nothing in his congregation save Christ 

Jesus, and Hi m crucified. This true Gospel preaching alone 

can save sinners. This alone can bring about a reconcilia­

tion between God and man, for "He hath made Him to be sin for 

us Who knew no si n, t hat we might be made the righteousness 

or God i n Hi m, 11 II , 5:21. 

I 

Not all will accept this doctrine. To some it is and 

alwa,1s wi l l be foolishness. But the fault lies not with the 

Gospel but wi t h man himself, for "the natural man receiveth 

not the things of the spirit of God, for they are foolishness 

unto hi m; neit 11er can he know them, because t hey are spirit­

uall y discer ned, "I, 2:14. Yet "it pleased God by the foolish­

ness of preachinB to save them thst believe," I, 1:21, and 

i f tt pleased Him we have but to abide by His pleasure. And 

knowing how effectual the preaching of the cross is in the 

hearts of t he believers, we are glad to have this great pri­

vilege bestowed upon us or feeding the flock or Ch~ist. 

Paul's preaching was, however, by no means limited to 

the Gospel. V~nen circumstances demanded it, he knew how 

to preach the law in all its severity. Ho preached it in 

such a manner, that hearts and consciences were really 

touched by his words. His enemies said his letters were 

"weighty and powerful," II, 10:10, and as he was in his let-

..... 
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ters, such were his deeds when he was present among them. 

Yet he used t he law only to work sorrow for sins. \'/hen he 

had accomplished t his end he preached the Gospel of for­

giveness in order thP. t Satan might not lead the accused 

into despair, I I, 2:11. And this method of preaching the 

paftor ought to learn ever better to acquire for the saving 

or souls for Christ. 

Paul also gives t he searching pastor a few hints on the 

proper form of the sermon. "Not with excellencies of speech 

or of wisdom," I, 2:1, not with "enticing words or man's 

wisdom, but in demonstration or the Spirit and of powe·r, 11 

Paul pr eached t he wonderful doctrine of salvation, I, 2:4. 

He clothed his teaching in simple yet beautiful language. 

For what i s more simple and yet at the same time more ele­

vat ed than t he word of reconciliation, II, 5:19-21, or the 

hymn of l ove , I, 13? The hymn writer says: 

If you cannot speak like angels, 

I f you cannot preach like Paul, 

You can tell the love of Jesus, 

You can say He died for all. 

Yes, and you can by daily application and study of the 

methods of Paul improve your own preaching, so that men will 

want to hear the Gospel from your lips. Let the pastor take 

his duties as a preacher as seriously as did Paul, and he 

is bound to succeed. 
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2. The Pastor As Teacher 

There is no off ice or the pastor that is quite as im­

portant as t hat or teaching and edifying the flock. In the 

foregoing section the work or t he pastor as preacher was 

discussed; yet the sub ject was by no means exhausted, because 

much of the material can bet t er be used in connection with 

t he present t opic. It was shovm in the foregoing , what t he 

pas t or must t each his hearers for their souls' salvation. 

I t will be shown in t he follo,.,ing, what the pastor must 

teach h i s congregation regarding their lile here upon earth , 

thei r attitude over against the pastor, th~ individual mem­

ber s , and t he world at large, and also as regards their con­

tri buti ons and church attendance. The pastor ,vill have ample 

opportunity to i mpress upon his members just what God de­

mands or t em i n t his r espec t , i f he will but use t he means 

at hi s disposal. Occasion is often given him in his sermons, 

i n Bi bl e -class and Sundal[ School, in meetings or the ladies• 

and men' s clubs of t he congregation, i f there arp any, to 

drive home t he Bible teaching on one or the other of t hese 

points. But i t is necessary first of all that t he pastor 

himself have a clear impression of them. And here again a 

study of t he letters to the Corinth ians will prove a great 

help, for even where questions or society are referred to 

Paul's decision, he judges them so purely on general moral 

principles, thet his opinions are applicable to most any 

situation or condition. 

And when .l'aul teaches the Corinthians anything, he al­

ways starts out with doctrine, and using this as a basis, 
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he drives home the important truths. Thus when he rebukes 

the Corinthians because of the ·factions existing in t he con­

gregation, he teaches them f ir~t or all concerning the pro­

per attitude or t he congregation to t he pastor and to the 

members. So in everything. ·He first instructs and t hen ad­

monishes. Le t us, then, lear.n from Paul how we are to preach 

and speak of such matters as weigh heavily on t he minds or 

t he hear ers . 

"'lf:hat att itude shall I assume over against my pastor?" 

is one of t he questions t ~e average member or a congregation 

The Congregation 
And The Pas t or-

seeks to answer, and it is ~he pastor's 

duty to answer this question for him, 

giving n ot his ovm opinion but t hat of the Word or God. PAul 

answers t hi s ques t ion in part when he says: "Let e. man so 
• 

account of us as of t he ministers of Chr ist and stewards of 

t he myste r i e s of God," I, 4:1, and he gives anothe r answer 

when he s ays: 11 All things are yours; vrhether Paul, or Apollos, 

or Cephas ••• al l ar e yours," I, 3:2lr. The Christian congre­

ga t ion is, t herefore, to consider the pastor a servant of 

uod and a t t he same time a servant of t ~ e congregation. As 

a servant of God t he members ought to accord their minister 

due honor and obedience, remembering th t t hey are h is work 

in t he Lord, I, 9:2, and keep the ordinances as he has de­

livered them to the congregation, I, 11:2. They ought to 

befollowers or him even as he is or Christ, I, 11:1, and 

they ought also to trust him, considering him to have the 

mind of Christ, I,2:16. Since he is also the servant of the 

congreg~tion the members ought not overestimate or under-
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estimate t he capabilities or their pastor. "Let no man glory 

1n rnen," is t he warning of Paul, I, 3:21. The pastor is to 

be r e s pected not so much f or h is person, but rather in view 

of t he of f ice he f ills. "Have t hem in love for their work's 

sake , 11 is t he a drnoni tion of Paul. 

P.nd if the pastor is a servant of God and t he congre­

gation , then he should also receive of t he things of God and 

of t he congregation. This Paul proves very conclusively by 

means of a long argument in chapter nine of his first epistle • 

. e sh ows not onl y t hat i t is in accordance wit h the law of 

l!toses : "Th ou shal t not muzzle the mouth of the ox that t read­

e t h out t he cor n," but he also shov,s that it is t he wil l or 

. God , f or a s "they which minister about holy t ~1 ings live of 

t he things o t he t emple , and t hey w!lich wait at t he altar 

are partaker s vrith t he altar, even so hath t'ie Lord ordained 

t hat they whi ch preach t he Gospel should live of t he Gospel," 

I, 9 :13f . 

This, in short, is wha t Paul says regarding the atti­

t ude ar the congregation toward their pastor. The members 

of the Chur ch should not forget what they owe to t heir pas­

tor, namely, obedience to his word as long as it is in 
I 

accordance with Gods ~ord, and liberality in caring fo~ his 

earthly wants. They are not to look at the gifts he possesses, 

but at the Word which he, as a steward of the mysteries of 

God, preaches unto them. And it is the pastor's duty to im­

press t hese obligations upon_them. For if the pastor neg­

lects this duty it cannot be expected or the' members t ha t 

they have t he right lmowledge concerning their own duty. 
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Another teaching concerning Christian life which most 

men need to be told of aga~ and again is the teaching con­

The Congregation 
And the Members 

cerning the attitude they are to take 

toward the fellow member of the Clmrch. 

The Corinthians, especially, needed advice on this phase or 

Christian life, and hence the letters of Paul are filled w21 

sound "doctrinal teaching concerning this matte~. 

Paul says in the beginning or his first letter to the 

Corinth i ans: "I beseech you, brethren, by the name of 011r 

L0 rd Jesus Christ, t hat ye speak the same thing , an~ th at 

t here be no divis i ons mnong you; but tha t ye be perfectly 

joined t ogether in the same mind and- in the same judgment, 11 

I, 1:10 , and later on he gives tho reason for thus preserving 

unity among themselves when he says: "As the "t?ody is one, a:i d 

hath many members, and all the members of that one body, bEing 

many, are one body; so also is Christ{i-. · ·For by one Spirit are 

we all baptized into one body," I, 12 :·12r. 

This was also Paulls idea or a true Christian congrega­

tion, a con3regation in which the members all formed one 

body in Christ. There ~hould be no divisions, but all should 

be of the same mind; all should be joined together in the 

same judgment. They should look upon each other as brethren. 

Paul uses the term sixteen times in his first letter for 

this very reason, that his readers should learn to re~eat it 

* Findlay, Expositor's Greek Testament, Vol.II, p. 890 says 
concerning the word Christ: "Christ stands by metonomy for 
the community united through Him and grounded in Him. This 
substitution shows how realistic was Paul's conception of 
believers as subsisting 'in Christ~• and raises the idea of 
Church-unity to its highest point. 
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after him. ~"hey should look upon all, both the weak and 

the strong , as men II for whom Christ died," and they should 

learn from the Love of Christ to love also their brothers 

in Christ. To s ay it in one word, Paul wanted to bring 

unity int o the Church at Corinth. 

When he v,rote his first letter to the Corinthians the 

congregat ion v,as far rr·om being united. Three major causes 

of di~sension so threatened t o undermine the work which the 

apostle had carried on in their midst, thqt he feared f or the 

wors t . These evils he discussed at great length with the 

Corinthi ans and advised as to how they should be removed. 

There were first of all the chu~ch factions springing 

up be c ause or dif ferences or opinion as to wh o was the great­

est among their teachers. Some liked to hear 
Factions 

Paul preach; others thought Peter was more 

forceful; still others judged APollos to be the best or the 

three; and t her e were some who thought ail three could 

greatly i mprove t hemselves and become more like unto Christ. 

Those who had been converted by Paul clung to him. Those 

whom Apollos had brought into the Church considered him their 

leader. And there were also some who called Peter t heir 

pastor. Yet what did Paul say of t heir criticisms? 111!.lho is 

Paul," he asks, 11 and who is Apollos, b,1 t ministers by v1hom 

ye believed, even as the LOrd gave to every man? I have 

planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then 

neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that water­

eth; but God that giveth the increase," I, 3:5-'7. The Cor­

inthians were on the wrong track. They were putting more 
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stress upon v,ho their teacher had been than upon what he had 

taught them, and l'aul now shows t hem that all three teachers, 

he, Apollos, and Peter, were agreed. All taught the same 

doctrines, and a l l relied upon God to give the increase. 

Man cannot work faith. Yet some Christians give us the 

impression that they actually believe this to be the case. 

They want one certain pastor to serve them throughout their 

life and they will not let him take another charge; ,or they 

refuse to go t o church because the pastor whom the congrega­

tion has ch osen does not meet with their apurovel. Such 

people are t he cause of dissension in the Church. They are 

t he faul t f inders and t hey should be referred to the words 

or Pau l wh o spoke by the canmand of God when he said: ""lhere­

as t hee i s among you envying and strife and divisions, are 

ye n ot carnal?" I, 3:3. They should be admonished to be 

perfe c t l y joine d together with the rest of the congregation 

and g i ve in to the wish of the majority in these and similar 

ma tters. ~'bus , and thus alone, will unity be gained in the 

Church. 

Another cause of dissension in Corinth was the false 

notion some of t he members had concerning Christian liberty • 
. 

Abuse of 
Liberty 

In order to 0 show how this originated it will be 

necessary to make a digression and consider 

briefly the former life of the Corinthian Christians. 

Living in a pagan city and having been reared in pagan 

families, they had naturally been given to idolatry before 

they were converted to the Christian faith. They were es­

pecially fond or going to love feasts at which sacrifices 
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were brought to the idol which were later served as rood to 

those present. At such feasts they round they could make 

many friends and they thus became regular attenders of these 

"clubs" a s we might call· them.* 

Now when Paul came to Corinth he showed them what folly 

it was to serve an idol, for "an idol," he taught them, "is 

l}Othing in t he world," I, 8: 4. He told them or the "one 

God , the Father, or whom are all things and we in Him; and . 

one Lord Jesus Christ, by vthom are all things and we by Him, 11 

I, 8 : 6 . And t hey believed h j:s ,,ords. They learned to con­

fess t hat an 11i dol is nothing in the v10rld and t hat the-re is 

none other God but one, 11 I, 8: 4. 

Yet when Paul left t he congregation, t he bolder Christians 

argued t l111 t s i nce Paul had told them all t h ings were lawful 

unto t hem and had said also th~t an idol is naught, t hey 

coul d again vi sit t heir love feasts, for if t he idol is a 

va in thi ng it cannot pollute the creatures offered to i t . 

And t he y had no scruples or conscience when they ate of the 

sacr ifice d meat. Yet there were others among them who could 

not harmonise t his practice with Christianity. They felt 

t heir brethren were taking liberties of wh ich Paul would net 

approve, and they were offended. They argued with the breth­

ren, but these, instead of heeding the words of the weaker 

Christians, made light of the matter, and tried to cqnvince 

them that t here was no wrong in their practice. Yet what was 

Paul's judgment? 

*Fora discussion of these love feasts see Ramsay's Histor­
ical Commentary on the Letters to the Corinthians, an article 
in the Expositor of 1900, especially pages 337ft and 43lff. 
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"If a man see t h~e which hast knowledge sit at meat in 

the i dol's t empl e , shall not t he conscience of h im wh ich is 

weak be embol dened to eat t hose things which are of fered to 

idols; and through thy knowledge shall the weak brother per­

ish , f or wh om Chri st died? But when ye sin so against the 

bre t hr en , and wound t heir we ak conscience, y e sin against 

Chris t . ·~;her efore , if meat make my brother to offend , I 

Wil l eat no f lesh while tlle world standeth, lest I make my 

brother to offend, " I, 8:10-13. 

Pau l put t hese "wise" Corinth ians to shame . 'I'hey 'had 

knowl edge about i dols; yes, but they had no knovrledge about 

Christian love and forbearance. Is it not often so? "There 

i s no wrong i n dancing , " says a "strong " brother, and there­

f or e he f eel s he is per mitted to dance and give off ence to 

every one who considers it wrong. l,"Jonderful logicJ And tle · 

s ame may be s a i d of any or all of the amusements which the 

"v,eak · brother c onsiders un-Chris tian. Usually this "weak" 

brother mi ght better be called the more indoctrinated. Let 

t he pas t or, t .erefor~ learn of Paul to get at the source of 

t h e troubl e , a nd learn also the true and only cure for that 

trouble, t he love of God and the Jove of the neighbor. The 

thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians, that wonderful 

hymn or love, is an actual cure-all for all spiritual sick­

ness in the congregation. But it is effective only wh en 

applied to t h ose who need it& And it is the pastor's duty 

to apply it. It is no hard task to instruct the members on 

the love they owe to t he fellow man for Christ's sake, and 

once they have learned this lesson it is but another step 

from love to self-denial and sacrifice. 
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A third cause or dissension which Paul settled in a 

similar manner wasthe practice of the Corinthians to hire 

heathen umpires or arbiters to settle the 
Litigation 

disputes they had among themselves on matters 

or every day life. It was customary in Greece to settle 

such minor troubles outside of court by hiring an umpire or 

arbiter , whose decision would be considered binding by both 

parties c oncer ned in the dispute. But what does Paul think 

or t h is pr actice '( "Dare any of you, " he asks, "Dare any or 

you, havi ng a matter against another go to law befor e the 

unju s t , and not bef ore the saints? ••• If the world shall be 

judged by y ou , are ye unv,o_rthy to judge the smallest matters'. 11 

I, 6 : l f . And what advice does he give? "Ir then ye h ave 

judgments of t h ings pertaining to t h is life, set them tQ judge 

who are lee.s t esteemed in t he church," I, 6:4.* 

These words .were also spoken by Pnul to shame the Cor­

i nth i ans . Aga in he showed them t hat they needed a lesson 

on Chris t i an l ove and charity. He admits all thing~ are 

lawf ul unto t hem, but all things are not expedient. And 

rathe r t ~an off end a weak brother, he tells them to do with­

out any t h ing which mi ght give off ence, and tha t not only for 

* Ramsay, Expositor, Vol.I,p 274 says concer ning t h is passage: 
"Paul 11.ere i s not t h inking or serious questions of crime and 
fraud so much as of the small matters, which persons of a 
litigious character - such as the Greeks were - ar~ always ready 
to make into causes of disagreement and legal action. Now such 
small cases were ordinarily decided in Greece by umpires or 
arbiters chosen by the parties t hemselves. The expressions used 
throughout the passage suggest rather informal proceedings than 
formal trials on legal principles before judges (dikastai). 
The terms used are krino, krinomai, kriterion, krirea, all c£ 
which are appropriate to cases tried according to the least 
strict procedure by umpires whom the parties aelect and who de­
cide not according to formal written law but according to their 
own conception of right and wrong." 
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a day, but for life. Ye11, indeed, charity suffereth long 

and is kind , and , t herefore, it never faileth. It is the 

stronges t weapon the pastor has in his hands to de.feat the 

powers or t he evil one, stronger than faith and hope, for 

charity abideth forever, 

Such shall be t he attitude of t he Christian toward his 

brot her i n Christ . 

The Congregation 
And The 1:lorld 

But how shall he treat the unbeliever? 

Shall he h ave no dealings with him what­

soever? G. Findlay has reproduced the 

letter , which t ho Corinthians wrote to Paul and in it he 

put s t hese words into the mouth of the leaders of the Church: 

"'l'h ou biddest us separate ourselvos from the u.nclee.n and 

have no fellowship with . those who live in the sins of the 

Gentiles . Are we to take t h is injunction in its unrestricted 

sense? Our ci t y, as t hou well knowest, teems with i mpurities. 

lf we may not ' in any wise mix with transgressors, we must de­

part from Corin t h - nay, we doubt whether in the whole world 

we should f ind any spot where men dwell that is clear of de­

f ilement. We stand in doubt, therefore, and beg thee to 

write once more, giving us instructions tha t none can mistake; 

for i t i s our wi~h to be ruled by thee to please thee in 

wh atsoever is possible. 11* 
Paul also answers these questions for the congregation 

in both letters. He shows first of all that the world is 

9pposed to God. l.:Ve read: "Now we have received not the spirit 

of the world, but the spirit of God, 11 I, 2: 12. Furtherwore 

* G.G. Findlay, The Letter or t he Corinthian Church to st. Paul, 
an article in Expositor, Vol. I, p.403. 
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the "wisdom or this world is foolishness ,,,1th God," I, 3:19. 

And in his second letter Paul asks: "What fellowship hath 

righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath 

light wit h darkness? and whe.t concord hath Christ \'Tit"i Belial? 

or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?" II, 6:14f. 

The answer in every case is, of course: None whatsoever • 

.l'. aving made this point Paul proceeds with the statemert : 

" A little leaven leaveneth t he whole lump. Purge ou t therefore 

t he old leaven, 11 I, 5:6. "I have written 11nto you not to 

keep compa ny , i f any man that is called a brother be a forni­

cator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, 

or an e x tortioner, with such an one no not to eat," I, 5:11. 

For "I wou l d not t hat ye should have fellowship with devils, 11 

I, 10:"20 . 11Flee from idolatry," I, 10:14, and finally "be ye 

not unequally yoked toge.ther with unbelievers, 11 II, 6: 14. 

'l'hese passages make 1 t very clear the t the Christian :!s 

not to be on intime.te t erms with the unbeliever. He is not 

to eat with him a s a brother, i.e., considering h imself of 

t he s ame mind with t he unbeliever. For this cause Paul also 

f orbade t h e Corinthians to take part in the love feasts of 

the heathen , for in these feasts a mystic bond or union 

joined t he guests together in one brotherhood, (So Ramsay). 

Yet this separation must not be stressed as referring 

to all intercourse with the heathen. Paul very definitely states: 

"Not altogether ••• for then must ye needs go out of the world, 11 

I, 5:10. "One may mix in ordinary society, even though one 

knows that the Pagan does not obey those principles of pure 

life which the Christian must comply with. One may do busi­

ness with Pagans, accept their invitations, eat and drink 
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with them, but one should not bind oneself to them by the 

tie of a common selemn ritual, which exercises a strong con­

straining f orce on the will and nature of mqn, and prevents 

him from r eal devotion to Christ. 11 * 
Neither is t he Christian to judge the unbeliever. "Them 

that are without God judgeth , 11 I, 5:13. To the congregation 

He has given t he command to try to gain th~ unbeliever, to 

"convince h i m, s o falling down on his face he will worship 

God, " I, 14 :25. And t his should guide the Christion in his 

conduc t t owar d the unbeliever. !le must show no undue familiar­

ity t oward h i m, yet his heart must be filled with love for 

h i s s oul, f or whom Christ died. And it is well that the pas­

t or t e ach h i o congregation these truths, t hat they may live 

i n conformity wi t h the Word or God also in this respect. 

Ther•e is one phase or a pastor's ,,,ork w'hich some con-

sider qu i te di s tasteful, namely, the duty of the pastor to 

'l'he Congrega­
tion Tr easur y 

instruct his hearers on the blessedness of 

giving. Tbe only reason why it becomes dis-

t a steful t o some to speak or giving is th~t they look upon 

it as being distasteful and burdensome to the congregation - / 
!, I -:,,., ,,_,.I~ 

to be told or t heir obligations in this respect. Yet if the ~ ,.<, -,..,.., 
• ~~2t• L&A. ':-

congregation does not want to have a congregation treasurp, 

the reaaon is plainly the fact, that the me~bers do not know 

how to give and why to give. They must be taught, not told, 

to be liberal. P.nd Paul's letters give some fine hints to 

the pastor who wishes rightly to instruct his congregation. 

* Ramsay, Expositor, Vol. II, p.439 


