Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship
5-1-1931

Education, Psychology, and Religion as Factors in Creating
Happiness among the Deaf

O C. Schroeder
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_schroedero@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

b Part of the Religious Thought, Theology and Philosophy of Religion Commons

Recommended Citation

Schroeder, O C., "Education, Psychology, and Religion as Factors in Creating Happiness among the Deaf"
(1931). Bachelor of Divinity. 737.

https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/737

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.


https://scholar.csl.edu/
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv
https://scholar.csl.edu/css
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F737&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/544?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F737&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/737?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F737&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu

Education,Fsychology,and Religion as Factors
in Creating Happiness among the Deaf,

A Thesis
presented to the faculty of
Concordia Seminary,
8t. Loulg,Mo.
by
0.C. Schroeder
in partial fulfilment of the

requirements for the degree
of
B.D.




Education,Psychology,and Religion as Factors
in Chreating Happiness among the Deaf.

The rurnose of the study of alde to
happiness among the deaf is to portray spiritual
blessings rather than to evaluate the benefits of
efucaticn and material success. To a large extent
this treatise 1s narrative and desecrintive. Ouélinté‘ %
hrest, however is not in narration and descrirvtion
per se, tut only as they portray the cauvses of,K and
the meane to ,the nromotlcn of heppiness among the
fezf,

A émuﬂy of the mentalodndspiritual’ éouip-
ment of the deafl leads us to the conclusion that the
Gospel of Jesus is the iﬁﬁi power for the vromotion
of genuine heppiness a2monz the deaf.

The subject falls into three divisions
which may te cheracterized as follows:

l. Education aes 2 factor in creating happiness is
not sufficient.

2. The application of merely mental principles like-
wise is not an adequate method.

&
2. The Gospel of Jesus meets all the needs.

# This argument has been interwoven with parts I sand 2
for the sake of clearer argumentation.




Temporal happlness in the world of the
deaf is intimately connected with education. The
desf man vho has no ecducation is tragically lim-
ited in the enjoyment of the intellectusl and
temporal bidessings of 1life. This is clearly evi-
dent from the history of the education of the deaf.
In ancilent times a deaf child vas consicé=-
ered useless and barely suffered to live. An old
péem reacds as follows:
"o instruet the deaf, no art could ever reach,
Ho eare improve them, no wisdom teach.”
In Sparta the deaf child waes put to death,since 1t
could? not reverence tﬁm laws and defend the country.
Rome first recosnized the rights of the deaf;,but
believed that they we:;-e incapatle of instruction.
History gsives us only meager reports, btut
there 1s no doubt that the early work of instructing
the deaf first enlisted the alé of Christima mission-
aries, who by various devices;,; gave them the rudiments
of an edueation and teught them faith in a Divine

Being.
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A monk, Pbter Ponce, first sttempted to
teach the deaf in Spain about the year 1lE30. TUntil
the 1l8th century these attempts continued in Spain,
Italy, ﬂerwnn?,qnd England. The first regular schoal
for the deaf was established in Paris in 1760 by A"‘e‘
del "FEpee. At Leipzig in 1778 Samuel Heinicke
founded a school for the German deaf, and in 1764
Samuel Braidwood opened a school for deaf children
in Tdinburgh. Thomas Bolling, an American eitizen,
about 1771 sent his two deaf children to Scotland
to e educated at the Fdinburgh school. ter through
his effort there was establirshed et Cobbs, Va., a
private school for the decf. The first permapent
school for the deaf in the United States was estab-
lished by Rev. Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet in 1817
at Hartforé, Conn. '

In all schools for the deaf the child
is now taught to employ 1ts eyea and touch instead
of its ears in order to place the tongue, palate,
and lips in various positions to produce speech.

The blessings and benefits of educating the deaf
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puplils of Rev. Thomas H. Gallaudet were demonstrated
to various groups of citizens and numerous state
legiglatures with the result that today every state

in the Union has a public school for the deaf, where
the deaf are able to acquire a grammer and high school
education. @Gallaudet College for the Deaf in ¥ash=-
inton, D.C. offers a higher education to deaf persons

who have cxceptional abilities and mental capacitles.

Thie institution is under héuﬂl oontrol‘.n{ W 7 i\
’ L]

Vhen we cast about for whatever avenues
there misht be, throuph which.faets-= leading to an
obhjective statement of.whs.t the deaf themselves feel
they necd to promote success and happiness, there appear
three such avenues: through the individual expression
by intelligent deaf men oand women, through the sic-
nificent articles appearing in the various papers for
the deaf and through the opinions,expressed by organ-
ized bodise of the deaf.

Some years ago requests for op!:nionn sent
to some fifty intelligent deaf persons, in various
walks of life, scattered from Commnecticut to Calif-
ornia and from kKinnesota to Loulsianz, brought a
number of highly informative replies. X



One of the most practical letters came froﬁ

& shoe=-repairer in Oklahoms City, a conqénttallr
ceafl man, cduvented in one of the large state resi-
dential insti%utiona, where he learned the trade
he 1s following. He writes:-

"I am working in a leading shoe-rebuiléing shop.
I have talked with the deaf-mutes of thils eity, and
they declare that the deaf should become masters of
thelr trades and of shop language. Some of them
confedsed to me that they never have steady work
btecause they are not expert enough in thelr trades
and have_poor language.

1 am working in o leading shoe-rebuilding shop.
¥hen a customer enters the shop with shoes to be
mended, the cashier writes down on paper what is to

te done to them.

# The shoos and slip of peper are sent to the second
floor, snd we, the shoemakere, read the directions and

repalr the shoes. Several deaf shoemakers could not

understand the language on the slips, and the boss

was disgusted and discharged them. I think the deaf
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a fact thet the starting point of 2ll intellactual

life in instinet, und, that the equinment of instinet
and capacities depends not only upon the constitution
of tha nervous system, but also upon the law of hered- 1
ity, yet ps}igcholomists rerely, if ever, mention the
qualities of the sounl, such as faith, hope, snd grat-
itude. St1ll we find that all races of men et all times
have had soul-life or faith in a Supreme Reing. Plutarch,
the ancient historian, telle us: "You may see states
without walls, without law, without coins, without
writinegas; but o people without a god, without prayers,
without relisious exercises and sacrifces, has no

man seen."

The human soul, the psychic in man )renll;r exists;
it is the living princinle in 'L'm. The Rible tells us
that God created man a living soul. These words are
slgnificant. Nan was endowed with spiritual gifts in
distinction from &ll other creatures. Natural man's
miné, howsever, since Adam's fall, is not attuned to the
will of the Creator; man is dead in sin. In spiritual
death the ‘sould of men has lost its union with God.
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Animal life is not on en equal plane with the
human soul. Animal soul=1life is instinct, intelligence,
seeing and hearing. In plants 1t is overcoming matter
through functlions of birth, growhh, and reproduction.
lfan, however, ce¢an think and holds dominion over the
animal and plant world by means of his rational socul.
All the world was created for man. ;

Spiritism or idealism teaches erroneously that
only the sould is real, while materialism holés that
the hody alone exists. For example, Spencer says:

"I am but a piece of animated clay, equipp=sd with

i nerve cystem 2nd in smme mysterious way connected
with a2 big dynamo called the world." ¥e beliswe that
the mind, the hody snd the soul are real and that

they influence one another. iany scientists freely
admit that religious facts are as real as psychic
fucts. Ve realize that natural religion with its
intuitive knowledge of God's existence, i1s incomplete
and can lead only to despair. We note ﬁith satisfaction
thet natural man,including also the deaf has an inborn
knowledge of Cod's existence. lfen never were ahie to

satisfy their souls with the agnostic attitude.
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Natural man, however, fears God. No matter what his

scholarshin may be the natural heart of wan is= opposed

* to God and impenitent. He can see God's power and

Wisdom in nature and his imperfect conscience reminds

him of God's justice, btut he has no knowledge of the
Creator's love and merey in Jesua. Thie knowledge has
prompted the heathen of 211 times to worship their
hand-made deitles and to offer so:eririces to their

nature and loeal rods in an effort to appease the

iéols wrath and g2in its favor. The Gospel of Jesus

has chanped all this. From the teachinms of Jesus,

which supnlement natural religion and ﬁyehology,m;‘%‘;z"
man learns that God is a person, that He 1s onn:l.potent,”
all-wise, gracioues, holy am}/just; that He has in His
mercy provided for the spiritual needs of the sin-rukned
worlé by sending His own Son to redeem the lost race

from condemnation and death. Thus sinful human beings
learn by supernctural foith, instilled by Goé's own
Spirit throush the fGospel, that God is their Friend

in Christ. They learn to love and esteem Him, who first
loved them and they gladly plsce all their affairs in ¢

JW df .t ﬁq
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His gracious keening. Thus we see that natural faith
belicves in a god, btut that supernatural faith believes
in the true, living God.

The same aplles to the natural conscience of man.
The natural conscience of men includinz also that of
the deafl,perceives moral distinctions, but it grumbles
at the demands of the voice within. Nany deaf, too,
have lived through the miseries of hell because of the
nangs of their conscience. Divine Revelation enlightens
the conscience so - -thet it not only recogniiqs ellt, btut
aleo flees to the Savior for refuge. Yes, natural wman
has a conscionce end 1t is vivid in imagination, as 1is

oroved by the sctions of .criminales whom no one pursued

but their own inner convictions. A conscience, unenlight-

ened ©y the Gosprel, can drive a man only to despair.

The enlightened consgience, however, not only sives peace

to the troubled mind, but also makes the conscilence more
tocnder and responsive to the will of God and furthermore
helps th overcoms N!Hﬂannate aelfiahnoia.

Poth natural snd supernatural frith have not only a

conscience aspect, but there is an element of feeling as
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wvell. The natural mind of man haos o feeling of hos=-
tility toward God: for it knows the Creator's p&war
and feels his unworthiness to stand in the presence
of 1ts Naker. Supernatural faith, which is 1natilleq
by God's S»irit through Fis meons of grace, sives him &
firm conviction of thiness not seen and changes his
natural feelines of fear and hostility to one of love
an? esteem. In the true believer's heart fear is
supplanted by trust, hatred 1s displaced by love and
despoir renlaced by a happy hope.
Supernatural fonith,instilled by the Gospel,
furthermore has a most beneficial effect upon the |
deoraved will of natural mon. The Creator has endowed
man with a free will, but eince Adam's fall this will
ls out cf tune with Cod. The natural will of men centers

its interest in its own ego: man delights in doing the

blddings of his own evil flesh and those of Satan. By
the pgracious 1nfiuenne of God's Holyv Spirit the will
of man receivce an entirely new volitional trend.
Recause the believer has learned to know God as His
best Friend in Christ Jesus, he now endeavors serious-

ly to €o the will of Goéd and to conquer the natural
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) éepraved cdesires of hils wiclked heart; he tries to @
the work of Jesus, to spread the slad tidings of Ilis
calvation, and to make Christ known by vo ril and deed.

In addition to the a2tove supernatural faith has
o tendency or the power to create a more healthful
state of mind and body. It influences the physical
wéll-heing of man: for. 1t instills peace of mind
whiech in turn affects all the functions of the bhodily
organismg especilally the Gigestive system. When
renuine Christien faith rules the heart man's footsseps
become lighter, his faclal expression becomes peaceful
through the relexation of the muscles, his nerves
eecome relexed ond his heart beats strongly and happily,
Yany ¢éisturbed nervous systems are merely the result
of o lack of faith in God. Thus we see -that a healthful
state of soulf also creates a henlthful state of body
and mind,

loreover, supernatural faith enlightens and elevates
the natural, @mical, sophisticated intellect of man; it
influences all of his natural faculties. The best in

human achievement has been the result of Christian
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influence upon the mind and soul of man. The most
attractive and successful characters,alsp among the
deaf,are those, whose souls ﬁave been touched by

the power of divine Revelation. All the steps of

the naturzl nind in knowing such as intuition, sensa=-
tion, perceptdon, associantlion of idezs, memory, imaginstion,
conception, Judging and ressoning are subject to the
beneficial, elevation p#4er of revealed religion.
tiithout this power the natural faculties of mind can
ereate no lasting pezace or hapviness and con 1ehd man
only to 2 virtusl reversion to paganism, so that he

makes pagan enjoyments the dhlef object of his gxiatence.
This we see that Christianity is well able to supple=-
ment in an effective manner the natural religion of

the deaf: it zives them the explanation to the other-
wise unanswerable problem of self.

The Gospel of Jesus deals conclusively and con-
vineingly with the gntimates of life while neabumsad—
@sycholopy denls with &5 intellectual advancement
and with other merely passing phases of@%ransiant

interests of men.
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2 Sumnzsrily, the science of Pswcholpgy is in-
complete and lackinz in real power to bhless without
the addition of the Gospel. %We conclude, therefore,
that neither education nor the application of mental
principrles alone are able to create true and abiding
hapniness in the hearts of the deaf. The deaf,like
all othér men, need above fll other things the Gospel.
The importonce of the Christian falth must be im-
pressed upon them for the making of a successful life.
lioreover, the enlipghtened deaf should not only assist
the intellectunl world in nboiiahing ignorance, poverty,
and various socilal maladjustments, but should also

essistithe @hurch to hold vefore the deaf world the

historic 2né eternal Christ, the God-Man and Savior
from sin, guilt, cdeath, Judgement, and a troubled
conscience. Thus they will be rendering a real
service to afflicted humanity; for time cannot age
the Gospel of Jesus nor can society outfrow its need

and blessing.
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