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A CRITICAL COl'IPAMSOJ;J 01' ummR1S BIBLB DAIJSU~OB 
Alm mE KllfG JAJmS 'VBRSIOlf. 

'l'ha VBlUD of' J:IDY book IIDJ' be datal'ID1nad (to ooin the 

vm.'4a) ·by :lto 11vab11:lty, :lta tranalatabll:lty, and !ta a.e11ab:l:t:ltv,. 

Does the book .1:1.vaT Ia :lt an influanoa fOl' soodT Bvan 

most ot tl10 so-aallod good boaka v:lthar mder tb:la ftl'llt acid teat. 

Pora ttma tboy aauao a aonaatlOD, and even aell into hundred■ of 

thouaanaa of aop:les, but tho:, aoOD die, and the mzt genaN1i:lan 

knoua notl1:lnc of thom. Thero are cl.aaaica, •of oGIU'aa, and 1ihe 111'tt­

inga of' a Hamor, of a Clearo, of a Shakaap,aare, 01' ot a Sahiller, 1111;1 

liva and soll f'or gonoratlons. These \'lr:lt:lnsa "111: :ln II maaue alao 

boar tho tost of tnnal.atab:ll:lty. Dia:lr Y.:leupo:lnt la not oo;nf'lnad, 

aa 1a so i"roquontly tho aao·o, t.o the life, modes and 'bablta of 

thinltlna of' jWJt ODO ganarritlon ana just one pan·Qd of time and 

just ODO notion. Their theme and aODtant la au.ah that 'lihey r•adil.J' 

adapt thomsol vea to abarigod all'ownatanoaa and VDl'ied 1alippa. So 

ancient Homen.• lives today, and we find the ezpraaaiOD of his thougbta 

:l.il the- lltaratura and language of OUl' ap in about tvent:, other laDS­

uapa azia d:lalaats bealdaa tho oi':lg:l.11111 Qr.teak. Shakeap,aare• ■ pQVer 

la no1 an1r felt :l.n the BDgllah-apaald.ns val'l.d, but also amans the 

aontinantal tongues. Aa i'al' aa s·o1J.ab:l.l:lty 1■ oon~ei'md, oQPto■ ar 
thaae brilliant authOl'■ aan ·be had in pmot:laa11:, aqy gQod book a:lioN. 

In campal':laon, houaver, 11:1.:t.h tbi Blble, t.he:1.1' w1ua aooording. to tld.a 

t1111ao-:f'old teat, :f'adea into ina:11gn1ticanoo. It tl11at ot a11 an\1-

datea any of tho wOl'ka jua•t mentioned Br a oonaid,11ab1a mma'bel' of! 

real'a. 'lhan aa ta the 11-ta-sv:lng tnt11111noe that, the Blb1e baa ez-

• 
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al'ted thdt cannot bo exa.saaratad. C:lv:ll:lzat:lon aa :l't :la today, Ditb 
. 

:lta efforts to help tho poor and unfortunate, '111th :lta endeovora to 

l:l5htan tl10 b1111dorm of the oppressed, m th i ta atta:lnmen'f;a in :the 

f':lalcl or 11'1.UilQno troatment, '171 th 1 ta olevat:lon of 11aman in the aoa:lal 

aml moral acalo - all t11:la proGl'ODB oan be traced back to the Bible 

daotr:lnas of salvation from a:ln throusll Chr:lat Jesus, ot 1avo and 

aarv:lae as braathotl f11 om the papa of' Holy ffl':lt. The h:latory of c:lv­

:llizat:lon :ls tho h:lotory of tho B:lblo. Riae or decline of cUl.ture :la 

tmaoablo to 0dho1~onco to or nog].oat of th:la Book. A11 of th:la, hou­

avor, would lltwo bean :lmposs:lblo bad tho B:lble not bean tnnalalilble. 

But that :lo jWJt tho 1,0:1.nt, that althDUSl the Bible 'DD■ m.-11i:1.DD11y 

vr:ltton 111 tho Hobron and in tho Gl'aok l.an(IWlpa, :I.ta thou.pt■ are 

not 11m1 tod to tllo conf:lDGs of Jewish h:latory and Bebl'av oUl. ture, 

nor aro :l ta :ldoala raatr:lated t4 th:ln tbo aha11118l■ of the Ol'aok-apeak­

:lng vorld of' tllo 3c.V:l01' 1 s ago. i'ho Blble vaa translatable, the p11ce 

-;ih:lah :lt aonta:lnad bG:1.116 aa :lt itself ola1•d·, unlveraal. It vaa 

Ol'lg:lmllY :lntonded :f'Ol' all tho people that coUl.d helll' 11nd reod~and 

•• multiplied :ln tho early centur:lea by t~nalat1ona into the Sp:lao, 

Oopt:lo, Latin, Gothic and othor languapa, aa the demand Bl'o■e. Dur­

ins tba U:lddlo Agaa, hol'l8V&l', tha Church, feal':lng loaa of paver, 

11:lthheld the Boole from the aommon people outa:lde of thoaa pol"t:lona 

uaod :ln tha public aol"l:laa. If tl'llnslat:lona vere •de they aal'tl 

aupe1'Vlaaa by an ecalaa:laatia Tilth pnat:loally. unlim:lta4 pover of 

OGD801'ahlp, \'11th tho roaUl.t that the ooaaon people WGN at.eaped :ln 

aupal'at:lt:lon and poaaeat iponnca. 

The pol'i od of tho 11Df01'111Btion, hovaval', abangad a11 t.hta 

•~ • C"'-(--• ~-' r. 7~ 3.1. "'£t:, 
I 
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am! u:l.th tl10 sbaol:les of' Rome romovod tho Blb1e op:l.n ooma :l.nto :I.ta 

oun, and so to tll1s pori:l.od tllon uo owe tho t:l.nest trans1Dt:l.ona, i"ore­

moat amone; thoao modal vors:l.ona bo:l.na tho GG1"1D11n and the EnlJl:l,ah. 

'l'o oonsic:l.or br:l.of'l:, tho h:l.ato17 of thoso tvo outstanding 

varaions tl101•e ia t:l.1•st tllG translation of Lutbe1r, the great !laf01"1DC11' 
. 

of tho Chm•ch. Tllo boat.1mlnsa of tll:1.s monumental uol'k oan ba tl'aoed 

to a lettor '."Illich llo 111•ot.o to John Lang of Erfmt, dated !leoembel' 

18th, 1521. Lutho1" t1aa at. tll:1.s ti.mo at the ■::art'bm-S, nhareto tho 

aloat01• had a011t 11:1.m tor sa:f'okoo1>:l.ng f'rom tbct :l.mperlal adlot tbat 

had gono 011.t 11 ·a1not him. In tho qU:l.ot of thla oaatle Luthor began 

to m1•ry out t.llo ">l"E>Vi ouely ·oonoo:I. voc'i ldoo of tranaio tin·g the m. bia, . 
·aa a.tol"or11ont:I. 011etl 1otto1• 111.dlcatas, ln vhi oh Ila says: 111 am a bout 

to tra1101ato tho i ov '}!ostamont lnto tho Gormon languago, fflth uhioh 

au I bear 1011. a.ro also aotivo. Con'l.inuo as tbou ha1Jt bogun. 11.D '!'he 

il01"1c t:aa not aillll)lo, as a let.tor datctd January 13th, 1622, to bis 

tr:l.ond and oolloaam, iiloholaa Amsdorf ln ~~~tonbera, liliova. Ha 

-vritoa: "I bavo ta.kon a bmclon upon m,aoU that la going ba:,oml II§' · 

atrongtli. I soo no-1 what lt moans 'to tl'Dnalata and Vhy no ona baa 

pronoual:, attempted lt and adclGd his name. I uouJ.d never be Dbl.Cl 

to comp1ota tho Old Testament lt :,ou nra not going to be nth me 

and halp a1cmg. 11
~ It la true there :noro pro-rotol'IDDtion Olll'IDDD tmna­

J.at1ona of the Biblo - e:I.F,taen in f'aot, but thalr l.Gnguaga was ao 

l!d.aambte and thalr dlotlon so poor tbot thoy aou~d bardl.J' be ra­

prdod BB oormrm at all. LUthOl' :thl'O'l'I hl•ett '171th peat :fal'V•OI' 

into tho wol'lt and u:l.th tho oomplotlon of hls stay ·at the 'J'o.rtbul'S 

'· 

ho had atraa.dy trqnalatad tho anti1'a lfov ~,oa~amont. ln u.a,r, 1688, 

~ J.~ u)pe~/,J:l.~d "$(. /14°41-~-2,~~~,. ·,·e ~ 
~ . •• ,. ~ .A .r.r,v f ,,.,, . 
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the pr:lnto11, t!oloh:lol' Lottho11, began to pr:lnt and :f':lmally on Sept­

amber 21st, 1622, the f:lrst ad:lt:lon o:f' the Hew ~•stamen~, oona:lat­

:lng of' tlu•ee thousand oop:les, appeal'ed on the IDll•l'ket. i'ha e.zaot 

title or this mamovobla t:lrst ad:lt:lan reads: 0 Das Heva ~estament 

Dautzsoll VU:l ttonwo1•g . 11 ~ Ile:l t11a1• the tnnalato11, the Pl':lntal', DOI' tha 

roa1• va1•0 1101\t:loned on the title page. Already S.n Daoember or the 

aama :,oa1• a sooond, but rov:laod edition 11,ppaarod. Fi-am 1588 until 

1633 Lutl101• 11:lmsolt' cUJ,>orv:lsod tho pul>l:lsh:lng o:f' s:l:xtean editions, 

\'Jlu11•oas :ln all t:lf'ty-tour r,ero put out dm:lns th:la ts.ma. 

Mot mUoh t:lma uaa i'JD&ted in getting ·bUay u:lth tnnalatiq 

tho more c:1:u.•1·101.11 t and l.D1'881' portion 0:f' Roly 'Ori t, the Old ~stamer1.t, 

a1u1 n1t11oue,.1 11 c1•oc.t doal of other vol'k angnsad the t:lme of the pao.t 

netal'IDOr, tl10 Books of' I,.oaos wo1we pl':lnted :ln ~aes. !he Boak or Psalma 

tollar;od in 15241 tho !Jrophota 111 1688. 'lbe 11am1nins p01'ticma o:f' the 

D:lblo appoarod in t110:lr first oomplete ed:lt:lon :ln 1634. -1th !lihat the 

aamarablo uork uaa oomploted, 11nd so tor fo'Ul'! hundred years vo havo 

had tha Gal'lilan Bible. J.i'Ol' tll:la groat v.Ol'k w must not r01'got LUthal' 

llad alDO aoooptod help, DBIIIDlY', that of the l.eDZ'llGd sohol.ar, :r.:!e'lanab­

thon, and amon~ h:la advisers wei-e au.ah .man as Jalm. Bupnhapn, .Juatua . 
Joma, oruo:lgc,1", AU1'op11us. George Roel'or aenod aa p11oof' reader. 

Holl and tbon aome aoh.ol.ar from another land mo happened to bo stu4J'­

:lng at ?.":lttenbors at the t:lma woul.d asa:lst. him. The f:lna1 deot.ss.011.,. 

hcmavor, always rostod 17:lth Lutho1'1 so tlmt ha, t.n the :f':lna1 anal.yala, 

daaarves tho ~h:lof arad:lt for this monumental vom. 

Lutl1ar-•a vol'k :ln t1'ana1at:l.ng the Blbla Pf,lved the uay :f'OJ!! 

other tl'anala t:1.0illl, :l:1101mli11s also Iha other :lmp~rtant. t.ranal.a\lcm., 

:.c.••·""""''"""" ~t,.'i· ,, f' ,zr 



t.he Autho!'izad 011 lU.118 Jama Varaian. 5'11a c11·d not 11ppaar until 

10111 but ua oan traoa 1ta oriatn to William T:lnda1a (B. 1"8&) 1 

a atuclont at tho 'Uni vo11a1 ty ot Od'Ol'cl and Cambl'idgo, :\'Jhare1 ha pro~ 

ab].J atwH.ocl 01•eal.: undor Braamua, tho famous Ol'aok ifaw Traatamnt . 

aal1011u•. Tindalo roalizatl tlla valm of an EnCl,:lah trana1at1on or 

tho .B1blo 1 llav1na himoolf' oome to aooopt tho tumiamanta1 truths 

unt1or1:,1na t ho Rotormation and nou m.ahad to randol' the Bt:bla trutlill 

lnto 111s mothol•-tonfiUO . lie was on that aooount auapeotod ot herat:laal 

tamleno1os a11tl \"ID B to1•00d to aaol:: saf'aty Ql1 tho · aont:lnent, but even 

tllore ho 1"owu1 no iwost, boing f'oroad to f'lae tram one plaaa ta another• 

ln ord011 t.o ooonvo t ho Roman Inqu1s1 tion. Bia ntgb.t al.so °m'oup~ hlm 

to 001•1DDny, t'll10 11 0 at oomo timo 011 0tlun.1 he moat a.aritainl.y must hDva 

oomo into c011tact w1tll I,uther at V!lttenba1'6, 'Ohara ha imbibed thCI 

apll'i t of tho _ of'orrJol.1 ao tho auooctodins avonta allo'ff, tor at Wol'IDB 1 

a later abodo, ho a _yon11 01" t'i1o lator managed to Pl':lnt :t17o ad:lt:lona 

of' an En.,'iJ.1:1i1 ?row Testc.mont, 'l7htoh wl'o ■IDU661ad into l311gland.
1
) ma 

ont:lro Ua ':7 Tostamo11t and tho .!'entatuoh uara ftn!lhed in 1530. llpl'e 

ho ooUld not do, aa llo suff'oracl mrtyrdm in 1534 1&J atran(P11Dtion 
. 

and burnins at tlla stake. Although nol'I eve17 ett~:t; waa md-. to 

o.omplataly doat!'o:, Tindala 1a Version, the aaacl waa aoun. a:ail bia 

translation romained the lxlaia o:r a'11 vel'aiona to f'o11ov. In 1686 
' llllaa Covo11dala had the entire Blbla publiahad :f'ol' tha t1rat ti•• 

Bou f'ollonod a avoat numbor of tnnalat:lcma :ln mpld auaaeaaton. 

'2hara vaa tha 1.:!Btthov Bible (Aliaa Jahn Ea.gal', the martpi), the 

Bible of' Tavarnol', tha ravla:lcm by Covarda.1.a ( 1639.), kn.om aa tho 

Gi'aat Bible. Th.a aaaeaaion ot Catho1:la rau .. y to 'tho th11cma -ln ., - . ~ .. ~ . ,- -r-;t:.et~ 
!) ~''· .... 

'Jr . -~I. 

t' ... , • * ~ .:Jllo . ,.J ~ ~ _.:., '.;,,c.-~J , ' • _, . 



e. 
Bn8].ancl, houevar, forcod all Protestants to flee ta the aont:l.nent. 

A numbeiw of' tham flad to Genova :l.n Sffltzarland, mero one ~ them, 

md.ttlngtmm, prapai•od a rov:laod I:loa -:raatamant. Th:l.a Tlaa knaffD. aa the 

Cltnava Biblo and was vcn"y popuJ.ar, ed:1.t:l.ona appea:r:lng even as :tate 11■ 

1611. Onoo moro tho Groat Blbla \'Jaa N'Vlaad 'tiJ Blabop Pa1'lce:r and na 

Imoun as tha B:1.sh 01, 1 o l3:l blo. Tho last. and beat or tbaae t:ranall.at:l.ona 

11 tho K::l.ng Jall18D Va1"s:lon. 
0

It vaa aalled :l.nto enatenoe by. King 

Jamoa I. 11t tho Hampton court Contorenoa :l.n .Tanuary 1804, a gn:the1'-

1ng of tJ.10 1cu1da1"B of tho Conaa1-vat:I. vc,a or Conto1'1111a,ta and tlla d:l.qaent-

1ng Rocl:laals 01" 1'111":l.tnns. The, PU!':l.te.na uare tor retol'IIIII, and among 

otbo1w things tho:, :l.na:l.stad on. a. DD'ff tl'Bn&latlon. or the Bible. StNnp 

to say, tho It:lng aocepted tllo proposition and atterUDl'da appointed 
• I 

•1aa1w11ad mall to tbo nwnlxu.• 01' f0111' and t:l.tty• to p1wepore a nav tnna-

lDt:l. on of the Bible. 

\'/orlt ricia aotmllY msun in 1607, the tranal.atoiwa embJ.laatng 

many of' tho boat Hobr.ou and Gl'aek aabolara ot Enal,aml at the time • 
• 

!hoy '11!J1"G divided 
0

int0 a:l.x oampanJ.oa, and the• Sal':l.pt,U1'8a ~ore :l.n 'll.'lke 

manna1" divided into six p01't:l.ona. tie Jmov ve17 little or the:1.1' •thod 

ot tl'anillat:lng, only the t:lmo spent at the:l.r 1'1o1'k, this being 1,1etel'rad 

to aa •tu:lae seven t:lmaa aave11ty-two daJB. 11'!') !ha :whole uoa t:l.na.11:, 

bamoid.zarl, tha various mambal"a baVS.ng 'l'Jith tb.am tmna'l!at:l.ona in ot.b.al' 

languasea, ond in 1611 the ~ng Ja•• Vera:l.on, aa it. vaa aal.led, 
f 

t:1.m111 appeared • 

.Almoa.t toUl' hmdl'ad JCIGN Jiava paaa.ad at.nae Luthaiw pva the 

OD1'11Ul118 tho Bible :l.n tho:l.r om laDSQBP and ftndala a,u,p11ad the 

vanta at bla people· oval' :l.n BDO,e,IUS, and a lilttle mol'e thDn t.bi'ee 
!). ~~.:•• ~ -p/,d. .. ., • 1~~-wY, ...... ~ : ··7 ~ F ~-~, 1, Ulll 
~- L.J. • .2-: ?. .. , : ...._.~.-.;..,.1 ;:- . ~ . 7.az;_..,_;-~ 

4 ~ i(,,,,_,kft~ • • !l.:,& a:) fk, • 'J>.. e .3.S■ 
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hunared yoars ainco tho Authorized Vanion mde :I.ts ftrat appeal'­

anaa in tho British Ialoa. Th.a taat tha.t uo atill retain t11ase 

vara:1.ona in ap:l.to at attempts to have them au;peraadad, a!l.aariy 

ahovs tha:t tl1e1rC'iJ must hnvo bean ma11it :ln theliJ• '11hay bave Uved 

·and th:ta d:tst:l.not:l.on is oh:l.afly dm to the im'luenae ~ aaah on 

tho forms of thC'iJ:l.11 raapect:lve languapa. Ons glance at any ODl'IIIBn· 

pr:101' to tu·t.ha11 Tl:1.11 prove tho fe.ot ~ tha natol'ID8r1a statement: 

•In my youth I cl:1.d onoa soa an un-Gal'llllln C-el'lllan Blbla 'llhioh "88 

dal'k a11d cloudy."•) It vas Luthar•a Blbla that aatml·ly •de tihe 

B>l'IIIDn lDngua~"B ond 11e.:l.aad 1 t to the aminanaa. \bat :l t haa to th:la 

vo1•y day. no save 1 t grace, beauty and povar; and alt.houp, aa :la 

bound to lmp1:>an 1n any living 1angmge, hare and there 1701'da baocaa 

obaoleto ond fo11ms ohanp, at.ill the oai,z,n ~ today ia p11aat:laa1v. . . 
that o:r Lutbor. Tllo snmo oan also be: ,aa:ld ~ the Authorized Veralon, 

\1h:l.ah really tracoa :I.ta or:lg:l.n to T:l.~le 18 :t.l•, an. era atel':l'!.e ln 

l:1toratura, am ho1•0 anain we f:lnd that it- la the Ebgl.!.ali Bible :tbat 

has fol'Jll8d tho English lanauap. It 1188 T:l:nda.la mo save it toraa, 

v:tgor, alcH1rnoaa 1u1d poaitivaneaa, and lt '11118 Coverdale '11.ho gave it 

boauty, melody n1~d that rioh l'liythm :ror Vh1ah it is known.. 6) 

comparing the tvo varatona. than ve rtm- tJiat bath •«• 
tha:lr roaPGative 1Dngua·ges as ue know- them today. !'hey 11vc, ta4&y, · 

• 
bUt thay nouid not vare it not tor tho hol.l' mpt:lve that p~ampt;ea tlulae 

tmnala.tions. Ii' we but oonsider the aontm'J' in l'lli1ob: tlieae trans~ 

lat1cma vare tormd, an age o:r '17hioh Andrew 11Ul.18r qua1n.t1y, aap1 

•mdnlght nou being passed, aama eal'l.y 1'1ae1'11 119r9 beglnn:lns to a-tifilke 

t-dll'e am eD1lghten thamaaLvea tram the so~S.pt'ID'ea.•t) It uaa an ea cd 

~~J!; ~F~:~ .:5 '-V ' .,- • "-~ i:-• • • c.icRI' ..,:;,-_,- I • ■ ■ 
I • , • a -. • -~ - • •1 ,=i • ,r 97:1 • A) - ~ • .a) l,d. 1 I °" •,p,d ';, H -~,,_,.~ ,.• ,I ~..., ,y:..,,.,.,/ ~ 







B6. 

voll vlth 111111 my aocxls11 ·and 0a11a mo:lna Haba. u So 8'1.ao the •pro!':l\• 

oth me· noth:lna" ana the, 11m:ll'a n:lahta n:w,tza0 81'o also vory pad. 

Oliaa ·again the, 11 >ui'tocl u,p" of v. 4, 0 blaehot a:loh n:lahta :la very 

goad ond t!lo 1>aoan ot lovo that now :ro110va :la v111•y ezoallent., ea­

poai"lly v. 7: "bonroth Dll th:lnga, -...11.av,ath all th1ft6a,. hopa.t.Ji 811 

things, ondureth all th:lnp . 11 "Sia va11traapt 8llaa, aSie glaubet 

atlas, 0:1.0 hofi"et alloa, a:la dUldat alloa.11
· • In ·v. 9 Luthc:n.• uaaa 

nouns :l.11 tho i,111•01101 thougbta, ·t1hfJ1•e tho :imaliah uaoa vo~, but , 
�~� ., .. , 

na:lt11011 t1•01uslct:lon suf'f'ol's :ln :I.ta bo11uty on. that aooount. Tac 7"•11 ~..,,,n 
in v. 11 could 11ot bo l'ondol'ed mo1•0 pol'footly than aalllld:lah thSingn 

or tbo " r.aa 1~:lnc.1:1.ooh wa.1' 11 ot Lut11er. In v. ·1a, tho Bna'J.iah vaal.d 

ha.Va dctJ.o bottol" \1:l.tll 11m:l.l'1101•11 f;J:mn !ta "glaaa,, 0 "Sp:lepln OOl'l'eot.ly: 
. • , r 

in tho ecu.•r;1an . 11
D011ltly11 :I.a not tho P.l'OPD~ 1101'4 tor • 'o/ ~-. ,1. 

as tho au•g:1.1".al noto :l.n tho King Jama Vcn•a:lcm. :lndioatea and LutlJ.c,za1a 

adunltlo % �: �! �0�1 "�t �1�1� COIDEJD OlODOl' to :lt, thougll 0 :naataaJn TIOUl.d glve it ... , 

of' all. 'l'ho chaptcn:• onda v:I. th o. battal' poetical 1112:lq in the Ea.GUah, 

due to tho plB o:lna of' tha vol'b bof'ol'e tho n~ and the 81'abD1o •th 11 

om11nc, ilJ.101•011s the C?ol'IDlln enda u:lth a pl.Bin daolamt.ive aentenoa • . 
Fl'om the a bovo :l t iloul.d 1•eallJ' bo impoaatbla lo mko a oon-

alua:l.an aa to tho h:lghol' atancla.l'd of' linguist.lo value tllat eithoi- the 

ano 011 t110 atJ.1011 l1as ovel' the otho1•. That. goea bayan4 tho aoopo !):f' 

th:la pa.Pal', and it :I.a a po:l.nt oanool'n:lng 'ffhioh oven the beat o:f' 

•BaholDl'B al'a not agi-ood. 'l'he one 1'1111 olDS. • liigheza pol'i'eotlcm.-•cm 
tho BDgliah, anotl101' f,ol' tht, 001'1i1Dn. In a n:,, tt la l'GDll.y lmpoaa1 bl• 

ta abov a pro:rez-onoa. Both thCI Ensllah and :lib.a Ool'llllln oannot in al;'l 

inatanoaa render oor11eot1y· the thought o:r the 01'1.ctnala an4 naltheza 



• 
aan it bo claimecl tbat tho Gl'aok 1a mo11e tl'a-.iatable into Gal'l!lllll' 

aml tlle Hol>ron into Bna,.1oh 011 v1ao-vo11aa. Tho English and tho GGl'llllln, 

althougl1 both of' :lndo-Europoan or1fi:ln, still vary poatly f'1'om eaoh . 
othor. i: o matto1• 110,1 cloooly rolatod any two languages a11e., tbe1'e 

. 
'Dill a1vays h o ditroroncos in 61'Bllllilt\t1oal and :ld:l0111Dt:la a~l'UOtme. 

Tho ta.at tllat tho CO!."lno.11 translation :la ahiotly tha produot of' ane · 

can and t hat of t he lt1na Jamoa Vcn.•a,ion a produot of' IIIIIQ aoholara can­

not bo doomotl c.o a.11 cU"@mlant in favor of either. '!ha .1o1nt nol'k or 
mn, loa11noll m1nt!o is bott al' perhaps tJ.mn tlmt of' ono man and, thera­

tOl'o, r.ould cooa to loooon tho prowlonco ot poaaibla arror. Still 

tho acid t oat of mi nute o:tam1Mt1on 'Dill ail® that tho ono-mn tnna-,u . 
lation of Lu~ho11 1:::s ovo11y bit.f 1'a1thf'ul. 1'ond1tlon aa the It:lng James 

V011aion 1a. on tho oth01• hand it :la cta1mod that the w01"k of a· 

1c111gor nuabo1• or scholars vi th 11 d1,r1a1on of uol'k aa na outlinecl, 

namely, oil: DOllC. l.'ll to erioups wo1'1t1ng an. aiz aopc1• to PQl'ta o:r tho 

D1blo at t ho s amo t.1mo, moltea for an unovennoaa 1n t1'D11a1ation in 

apito of lato~ comp~r:lson, boce\tsa not all man aro aquipp~d nth an 

equal gift of :lntorpratat:lcm. Bo thllt aa :lt my, if' ve want to t:lnd 

fault uo can p:lal, oU'li fla\78 in both, llDd VO \1ll'l gonerallY t:lnd that, 

'llhal'a ono G1'1'B oml tho otha1• tmnsl.lltaa P1'PPDrly, in anothe11 pl.Boe tba 

tol'IDaV will translate pl'oporly and tho lotter 1d!11 arr. '!hia 11111Gb 

than :la tZ'Ue of both, that t11011e may be &1'1'01'8 hara and then•; tha1'.e 

ma; be novdo obaolato anu lllll'asoa 'Witntoll:lGib~o; pa1'tio1ea •Y have 

01' ma:r not havo bean 61, von value; pa1't.la:lplea my have bean tNnalat.ad 

advo11bial1:, or nom:lnall:t; t.c,ll8es my hovo been oonf'uaad; p1'epoaS:t.1·ona 

• . , have baon m:laundorstood, bU.t bG :lt to the t,11a.nal.ato1'a~• •al'eili\ 



2'1. 

that suba.tant:lal olmnsoa do not ooaUl', the aal'd1nal doot1"1naa of 

the Chr:lot:lan faith aro novar blunred or obao:ma 1n oithav af the 

vara:lona, ·and 11onho1•a hrlu tho sense of the passage not 'IMlen oaugbt 

at all, ovon tl1ou~h :lt ~aan•t alvoya rendered atriotly aaaordlng to 

i!ebl'C:J\7 or 01•001:: s:=,r11ta::. So :ln apito ot these minol" :raulta aia a1moa:t 

:lntU:l~:lve aoouraoy o~ the translators aan be aoen thl"OUahaut, and, 

thC:Jrofo170, :l t :lo 110 i7omlor that :ln ap:l ta of al-l! at:t,aol:s apinat 

theao tranalat.iono, !.iuthor•~ Gcniml1n version 1:1nd the Ens1Lish ltine: 
Jamea trcnslnt:l 011, thou§l.1 bqth ovol" tour and tl-µ-ae llundred yea1•a 

old roapectivoly, still live, still tl'a~lata, ati11 sell. 


