
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis 

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary 

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship 

5-1-1924 

A Compairison of Dr. Carl Ferdinand Wiilhelm Walther and Dr. A Compairison of Dr. Carl Ferdinand Wiilhelm Walther and Dr. 

Joseph Agusustus Seiss as Preachers Joseph Agusustus Seiss as Preachers 

E H. Buchheimer 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_buchheimere@csl.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv 

 Part of the History of Christianity Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Buchheimer, E H., "A Compairison of Dr. Carl Ferdinand Wiilhelm Walther and Dr. Joseph Agusustus Seiss 
as Preachers" (1924). Bachelor of Divinity. 733. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/733 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly 
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized 
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact 
seitzw@csl.edu. 

https://scholar.csl.edu/
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv
https://scholar.csl.edu/css
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F733&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1182?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F733&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/733?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F733&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu


A cm.m. RIS011 or 
DR. CARL J'BRDJN.AIID WILltlUI tr~ 

.AJII) 

DR. JOBIPH AUCIU&'l'UI BIDI 

AB PRUCHIRB 

.. 

s.H.IUCIIIIDD. 

• 



I 

Ia IIBk:lng_ a a~riian briwen D!• CiLl"l l'erd~ Wilbelll 1'1J,tJlllr1 

_.(1'-11, - 1!8'1.) and Dr. Ja11eph_ .Auguatu 88111■, (~13 - 19CM) u ... ten ol 
,. I I - • 

•S:Gl!:9cl rhetnr~ in_ the •ricRD liuthenpa pulpit, w . mun, in ord.6r to a- to 
- I • L -

, clear IDldentand:lq af the■e •11 u pnaahan I taJm :lnto aan■:lderatima tbalr. . - . 
e~ly t~ins IVld the t!me■ 1n lrh1c~ they 1lwd1 W18D tb!I Lufiher.ua Cburah -. . 
J•t begian:lng ta tau root 1n th1a country am wb@11 preaablln 111111 ■el'IIDII■ 

• • • I • • • • 

played. a d:Utererat part 1n cnnBl'l!P.t~ l!fe I than they do. today. • 

~ 11t'Llly ar the early :,aan nf tbe:l.r: 11-■ ahow that a dldne Pl"OY:l• . . . . . . . 
d!nc• carefully 8111!',ed th!9lr ~~•t-■'fiePI! ~ nmoY84 abatule■ ~ tbe!r Path!• 

~lld ha■ choBOn tboaa mn tar the ~bull!l~B at H:l■ ~ --• in :lilda 8~ aa~try 

~ !In hlul mappod out a datin:l.te vork trhich they nra to da ~ a ao■t unlqua ,. 

t:lmo. 
It horad:l.ty, anY:l.l"Om•nt, and trad:l.ticma -.Jal far clulracter, there . 

na na lack nr them 1n the ca■• at Dr. Wal iher. Bl wu a de■celldat of a o14 

fully or 111:ln:l■tera. Hi■ father, h:l■ gl'Ullfather1 and h:l■ 1P"fd-1ruuH'ather 

nn m:ln:l11tara or the Gospel in the Lutheran Church af ~any 1 :the llaa ar 

Luther and the cmdlo or the Rafarmat:l.Dn" Carl l'erd:lnend 11Uhelll aaultl liirdl.J 

haw bean unyth:lne; alaa than a m:lnillter ar tbe Go■pel.1 although hi■ flnt 

youthful amb:l.t:l.an n.■ ta baa- ~ great -■:lclall. 

Dr. Ba:1.11■, an the other hand, -■ not the ■011 or a prophet, nor m 

he barn :ln any l:lne ar ■uaaaa■lon to ■uah d:lat:lnot:lan. Illa birthplace _. u 

ob■cure aa1D1try farm, where ha wu nlll'8ct under the onl:laal'J aand:lt:lml■ ar a 

pldla fal'llllr'• ■an. One cannat but 'IIGIUler at the way■ or PrnU.nae bJ wh:loll 

he -■ brought aero■■ tu gulf tbat la, 'betwen -b:lll early 1:lfe Ulill tbe llal.7 

aH1c• ar the m:lll:l■tr,. Beyond a doubt the J011111 Dr. Waltlllir •J~ bntar 

aclucat:lanal fao:ll:lt:le■ th■II 4:ld th:la pla:lil rarar baJ', '1111a like ·.Ima■ o'I '1'118Jma, 

c■- fl'GII tl'la a·aw-lulnl ud ■,a-re 'line■ ta br.:lni, a powrrlll •••• to 'Ula 

paapla ar . Iii■ land. Baab ba d:ld 11Dt 'baw, 11a~ ■ftll a..., ... tllall d■:lta4 

b:l■ ■aalude4 JlallB. 



• 
al:t;Junap Dr. 'Walther aaaplttud lau dull:lea at tJla .,..._illl imd 

t1lea ••tend tu a:lwns:11, 11:1.a ~ by • • au. a eu1 nlllled-1:ll•• -Y 

ull 'boob wn wry •--• J:t; .. an mtll lie liid II•• ·• tJla ua!wnlty. 

■llill • 'IS. tlla:t; he punhued a 1:1.ble fl'IIII liSi •qn allo.anae. ,a ~ tba a~ 

of Dr. Be:ia■, • 1111■t WOlllller al tu Pl"OYUeDOe -ildall pldid Dr. Waltber 4111"Sac 

• 11:l■ ■tullem-yean, add ■urrouadillp tllll or tu ■o-aalled. •a-■.nt:la■U•• · 
11114 doldllated by tbe tJaoupt af Kurt;, l':lallte, 1Mabl, lalull1411&•; Uld Bapl.. 

It _. lit 'Ul:l■ tSma that u wnt throup1 ■nan ■--t~ ~-f ~:b-lt• befon lie 

aam ta • full bundedp al h:la BaTiar. Th• word■ al . .Te1"811:l■J1 are appliaable 

Sn_ b:l■ cue, •It la good for a - that he bear h:l■ yob 1n h:l■ yomh. • i.■.ur 

in llfs th:la atam-par:lod halpecl to •• hS. the t8114er ud mcler■1ialld.in1 putor 

that be-■• . 
Ra mn can altogether e■aape the inl'lUBnca■ a~ hh ■nT1flffl1111BI. Ro 

11&11 can rise superlar to lt, taking alld u■SmllatSns .. t it -■r haw to offer 

fnr his defflopmant I unlaa■ the sraa• of Gad. guide■ ud dlnat■ hl■ roatnep■• 

Laak:lng auch sraalnua guldanca I Walther might ha.w bea .. a la110ua pulp:lt an.tar .. 
:ln the State Church or Oarmany. But Gad had ancrfiber and different work rar ha . 

to do, ancl Ha choaa H:ll: oma IIIUIUI ta make him r:lt tor tb:l■ wart. 

Dur:lns the t:lma Dr. 11'althar ■pent- at hGl!II ■eekmg Id■ 1111.;Lth, 'Iba 

nrk• nr Luther, 1:rhlch wre 1n hi■ rather'• lS.bn.ry, .fell into Ill■ llu&l■• '!'Ila 

SneTltabla re■ult tollnncl. l'rom that tSma on date■ hi■ llTSDI ~onTS.ctiali of 

the ■ala scriptural character or the doaiirme• or tbe Lutb■ran Chu'°h lilll1 tbe 

nece■■lty or s.t■ pa11S.tlw aanre■aian, wh!ah mnr left hSa. Camparillg hSa nth 

Dr. Be!■■ an the poilrti ar Jmowle4ge ai14 appl!aa\ian of tii work■ or LUl;bar illl 

tu oonre■■S.On■ ar thll Luthenm Churah, S.t :I.■ quit• appal'■nt 1.hat DS:• Waitller 

-■ better aaquaSntecl nth the•• warP'■ 'l'heY. •re a■ •11 lmnll to hSm u tha · 

Bible S.tNlf,. Although Dr. Mi.ii■ -■ lwul!.aappe4 bea■-e of tll8 Clel'IIIII 
1
~• 

h 
-- hill Lutbar an4 the Conre■aian■ ·, ud • 1mn tbal wll, a■ Id■ ■ermm■ . -- - ' 

. 
1

s.w upla te■tS-ny. 1ar, :ln pneral, 4!d ha haw the u.ftllliap■ or •••t5.cm 
that Dr. Walther bu. 



-1-

Tbaug'h u hundred yea.n :ln th!a aouatry1 the Luthenm Olaunh .. 

in at tllu tm aanap:l.auaua aong •nau aJnarohe■• It - not ■tnmg :la 

nlaben .-. :lt■ ■aaial 1nr1uenoe ... wat. But :lt had behind :lt • gl'UII Jabt617 
ur4 a mighty population :ln the Old 11'orl4. •'!hough lag nna ... d for it■ peat 

uniwr■:lt:le■ :ln Burope, :I.ts o4ucat:lonal raail:lt:le■ :In th:l■ acnmtry wn feeble 

11114 ju■t beginning to came :Into •H~:lenoy. Thu mother aburoJa ol tbe •1ora­

ticm had indeed taken root 1n th:la country_, 'ti'IR aether :lt ._. e.nr to gm 

!mo. permanent :lmparlianc• any que■t:lDnDd. 1111d. ·- oomidond impa■■W... 

Buch •• the ■tat■ al affair■ :ln tb!■ ao1mtl'7 'ldlen .Ja■eph Be:l■■ pur­

■ued " ■amewhat :lrragular GOUl'N or ■t'lllly at Clett,abul'g :ln the Jllal'■ lMO ,:r{Ml 

Hen he 1ru ad.Y1Hd no'fi to enter the 11:ln:l■try. ftth cha.raaterut:lo detcu,aSna-! 

t:lon ·and ■all-a.■aert:lvanea■ 1 he u■uncl h:l■ -dri■en that ■- d.q they ,WOIIJ.d 

hear Inn him - and they "-id.. !l'h!■ inc!dent nwal:■ thl :tey-mrte ar h:l■ ciJlar-. 

acter - 1111 1mbend:ln8 w:ll.l. "Bvery word ha uttered in the .pulpit, an tJle llaar 
• ..a.~i 

or ■ynod, or :ln ••tin;■ or· c:01111:ltte•• or bolll'Cl■ 1 had the r.lng al linal:lty abon . 
:lt. Whan ha laid h:l.11 hlllldl' ".o a certdn tut, tb:lnp had to p hi■ R.J'• lot 

thl!.t he TJOUl-1 not :lnrluenced· by whd other■ augp■tecl or ol':l~ted, but -■• 

a. corta:ln caurN ••••4 ta lwn · to be the aornot om I lie plll'Bued :lt to tbe 111141 

raprdleaa al ab■tacle■ lUld defeat■ that ■toad :ln the -,. Iii■ idd■ u111 114n.■• 

en an but wa.tell:lte■ moilns about a Imel star. R:l■ ahurch .oDIIIUIB, h:l■ 

congngat:lan, h:l■ cm111:ltteo or baud .,. u alay :ln the hull■ at a potter.-, 

Yet, ,mile tha■e •• wre at d:lffonnt ■toak an4 hacl grown 'JP 8IIOIIS w.lda­

lJ' ■epvatecl ennrawnt■, they •n · bcrUa GS.lti PIIUCRDB. 'ftlB wrcl■ ol ~ 

1:lng are aerta:lnly appa■:lte1 

Oh But :l■ :lut ud 11'e■t la W'■■t, ad near the t'IIUII ■hall -t, irm maw• &Ill ••rill ■t&lll pre■ently at Clo4'■ great Jwlplm-•at• 
Bui tbere' :1.■ •ither :lut ilar l'en, border, nor bne4, nor b:lrlb, 
\lben tw ■troag •• .■tud taa• to race, tboup they a- from tbe 

end■ or~ earth. 

flunpl:laal Ray:ln, tar 19181 p.201.. 

,. 



~ 

'lho ■wr thought ar ••1'4•~, braed., or 'blrill" ih:Ue nading thili 

adel■ ar ■aand rmtana that the■■ •nrong •n• haw giwa u ,-,__at i.,1-

u:S.■ ta t'lie Luthenm Churah. 'lal.tber ■peat.ms :Iii thi 0.1'1111111 lapap a1111· 

trdnill 1n the Old 'larldi Be:l■■ , -1 Aariaaa fanal!" 'bay, u!zis a .. ld.e■■ 

lngl:l■Ja. 
■ Da.t had they :in. ca11m1111 ta ... tJum gnat pnaahanl It -■ a ~ 

dil■d.~ble will that 4:ld much ta make tbe■ tlle araton 1111d .pnu~r■ tllat they 

wn • A gnat pnaahar 1111■t have a gnat .Ul I that :l■ ta ■ay I then -t be a 

fbad purpo■a :in. the praa.aher to aDllp■l\h:l■ hllanr■ ta •• tnard a fixed pal. 
~a enran:e u■ent and can,r:lat:lon, to dr:lw the truth hmle mtU it br!ap •~ 

llla■:l.Dn or aurrander, ta bruah u:lde whmnr appa■:lt:loa the mm and the heart 

■1sht or rer to tha maa■ag■ or the pn_uher - tu.t -t lie the elld 1111d Ida al 

enry ■armon1 .and no am can 'b9 gnat a■ a pnaaher who ~DH not baa a gnu 
will. •A gnat preacher :la not a •n art:l■t, 1111d nat a lee'ble 1111ppUan11 ha 

:l■ a. aonquariraz 11nul, a IIIDlllll"~h, a bona 1"111.er or implk!nd. Ha will■ ad •• lboW: .. 

It :la ■aen r:ram Dr. Walther'■ emignt:l.Dn ta tbia caatry Ulll tm 

5mportant part ha played 1n the round:lni al the liutllel"UI Cburab 1n th:l■ aomrlry 

that ha !8,11, indeed, a an or. loraeful aJla.l"IIDter, 1111 enarptS.a natlll'8, a unbend­

ing will. Dr. J'aaab■ correctly ■ay■: •R:l■ 111•· :I.■ ■o alaaelJ aallD8atilil with tlla.t 

of the pcnrrerlul Synod whiah he orgu:l■ed Ulll which _. the expn■■:loa al b:l■ cnm 

■pir:lt, that enn the detail■ or h!.a• pri~te biography belong: to t.M 11:1.nDl."J' or 
the Churah. • Heither d:ld Dr. Be:l■■ •• uy ·■uoal :I.II 1111:lab ta tn:1.11 bl■ wlll. 

\ftUla be preaahad h:lll ■enmu an the •Qa■pel :I.II tlle Mar■,• t'beN wn or:lt:la:l■lill 

u fU.pt■ or f:lnely-■pun Sa giaat:lcm. Be tmnu.pon a■■a:llecl Ida a~t:la■· n'Uli. 

T1gar ud. built a ■■n:ln&lJ' -■•trabl• rann■■ U"Omill tbe. •■m po■itioaa lie 

.'luul tma. &peaJdng of tba compellms faro.• of Dr. Be!■■' p:naala!lii, Dr. ~ 
Jiu ~a:1.4

1 
■nr. Be:l■■ al-,■ neap■ one -with ll'!a·bJ tha, ■troag aurreat of ·111■ 

elaqwmae, 'bllf; sea ti■ :la through, l l•ff. ll:l■ ll•t am ■wSa to 111114.•· Dr:. 

Kra.lnh 11114 Be:lll■ wn lift al•J■ of th■ ■U8 .s.i. 

flrouu "B:l■tary at Pnaab:lng.• 



-
Dn. ~ther ulll le:la■ ■pot their dayll DI npe■t ••r .:la at.ta 

'1111a the pre■■ !lad IIDt yat GDIIII !no full a-,n1tlcm with the pulpit to "9~ 

■lladaw it, when play■:lca11 •ntal Uld ■pir.l:liu--1 eners,-■ le■■ dl■■ipated tJ1a 

it 1■ ncnr, · ud when the :lnten■t■ Uld nlat:lma■b!f■ ol 111• wn 1••• dl■tn■■• 

:lq1J caaplex. Cnngngation 1:lf'e -■ ■!aplar 811d NYolwd aon arolmd t1u1 . . . 
pnuhar'■ per■anality than arcnmd llllltirariaa ahurah apna1~•• '1'1111 -..t:la 

a■nter at tha.t lite -■ the pulpit, ud all that •••d neae■Nl"J' wu a pnaomr. 

with a •■11111•■ It ftll a day when an wn dram ta the Hau■e or God u . •lur­

ally and 1noTitably u they •n d:ra.m e1■ewhen. A pnuber aould then nlldia 

:lnY:l■ible tor aix days 1n the wek1 elllier hi■ pulpit an tlae ■ewnth with aae­

th:lng ar tho unction or a .Jahn the Baptiat rnah from the wUderm■■, ud 'be ■ure 

ar a large 11114 apprec:lativa CDDf'1'8P,t:lcm. Ha could ■q ritla Paul, ll!J.'b:la one tli!q • 
I do 

1 
• an:l rnraett 1ng eyen important putaral calla I aona•iltn.te tbe bulk. or hi■ 

t:I.• and energy on that nna thing and 'be 1n a paaitinn to da it wll. '1'be 

preacher• a wrtahap 'IIU h:la study and -that :la when he rarpd the napau nth 

which he did. battle. 
. 

Under such ccmditiona, with 1111 1nd•1table will, a •■■1nu■■ or in-

tellect and- ■piritual force I Dr. Walther ud lei■■ could nc,t 1;nn beaOIIII mat they 

wra - the moat ponrful preacher■ of their dq. '1'he range or Dr. ll'alth•~•e in­

fluence wa11 111r.:ltad 1n this country I though not ■o gr.eatlJ then a■ no., beaaat? , 

or the uanmn 1ansuaP, 1111d ao he _. not; tempte,J u wa■ Dr. lei■■ 1 with often 

mi4 aoliaitatinna to ll1ake othor eaale■!aat!alll aomaecrliion■ wb!ali Mlcl out prom­

:l■e■ ror greater emol~nt. or the two, Dr. Be!■• 'had. • aon °-nclia& p1IJ9 

■iqua and an equally mare cD11Dlll'MliDB 't'oiae. Ball 'he atilld ai ..W.• p~ularltJ, 

tellowldfped with llltl'l or ot'her td.tha 'bJ a~SIII Ilia D11111 fall• :ln Ullli 

wit11 un!ml:l■t!a •v-■nt■ md.tll_er di■t:lna'lilJ ff1111Pl5.aal aor t.mllera, •ria• 
woal.4 rawn the ... r,: or Dr. Be:la■ ao la■• tlla tbat of Jlldl.S.,• Brooka, Dr. 

itorn u,4" othan of 1De a.-ncJ-t.aa •uld• Bin 11:la lcrt; ._. aut with tlflt 

laliheran Clnlrch I wh:lah lllY, foundat:lou deep an4 rinm& aid. ftll l•• aomenae4 
-i'f4 _ .. 1.:~ .. 1 _ ., '1"1lltll~ •;.r ·-,~ .;: •• ~ . 
with iapo■:lng an4 thn■ient ■uper■truotun■• 



. 
•a,ao:lally 1n tlaa latter pan at tJID!r l:iws I mwe11 the t:lde at, a 

le■■ ■table relipaun l!fo 'il'&a be:aU,111 :In upon the. abu:rah1 'Walther-ud le:la■ 

■tan4 forth all t~'I """ Ul'J'ldly 1111d S...,'J"A■lli.'ftlly, •• a.-=-me; the l•t ot • smt 
rue or preacher■ th:a.~- blld. 1raan thair da.y. 'l'ha tm■ produce the proaahen IUJd 

Dn. Wa.lthar mid Be:laa n:ra cliaUnctly preechan ar their t••• . -
Boa:lds a h1r1tn1 a p,,at ldll-pa.;r and. ■e1r-canf:lde11ce 1 • they nn full 

al' an humblo ral:l.ance an Clod. Bat\lPJre a.utoarat■, :1n their •Y• 'but 1e·:1a■ mon 

DD than Wulther. 'l'o be ■ure I Dr. Be:la~ ·-■ ■:lnaere :ln h:la. call:lllg 1111d wu up­

borne by &:blple I humble 1 .ch:IJ.d-1:lke .faith :ln Gtld1 bllti .an th:1■ po:lnt Dr. Walther. 

noe:s bo1,and hba. All al' Dr. Walther•• ■el'IIOIUl 1 1111d oapeo:lally the prayer■ llhiob 

h1 "7,U'l t.'Ont to arror ba(ore eaoh sermon, are pni,n:ln1111tly bumble and ■:lnaare 111 

t'ho1r tone. J'ar thia 1'8aaon Jza did not attain to the diHf loft:lnaac of pra-

1111nta.tinn aa d 1d. Dr. Be1B11 at tima■• 

lt should be noticed, too, that both"Walther 1111d le:la■ wra 1111011 

dran :lnto ccinnectinn with praotioal ~l'l'ain. ftill tended ta render their 

proach:lng more vizc,roua 1111 wall a■ batter ■uited ta th, cDIIIIIIDII ■ind. Ronnr, 

daupite this fact,. we would Hnd it cU.ttioult ta piotun Dr. Bei■•• u w o• 

learn him in hi■ aern:ana, ln■truct:lng 11, clu■ at catechumn■• It :la ta eu:ler 

to p:!c tlll'8 tha prone bar Val ther 1n th:la pa■ition•. 

Dr. Walthor •=• r:lrat ol' all, a theologian. 'lhat he pnaolllid _,. 

nothing -el■e thu the old 
1 

•ll-kno1111 Luthenm arihadDXJ I to aioh hll m:lther 

add.ad nor ■ubflractod. 1n reaaz,I ta dootrim he :la ■tandillg :ln uaatly tbe •­

place wan the 
0
14 Lut'hllnn dapa.tio!u■ and homUet!cilm■ ataad.. Ha'Y:lnl 'bS. 

eye■ tra1Mcl back t .a tbe■■ teachan • u would. h&ff 11otb:ln1 ta clo w:lth DJ •c1e­
wlopmant• :ln theology. -.ro hb!I Luther RDC1 the old theol~ 1111111 upn■■-
t'hll•elTe■ tar their .qe ud far all t:lmll• 1 becaun they taught 'lltiin 'Im 5-­

lllrliabl• Wonl at Gad teaobB■• Dr. "8:Lth•r me• Id■ IAlther u a ■cm 4oe■ h:la ~ 

father, and like the Gnat 111tor11■r1 di■ened tbat ••"· worthy c1epwe a m:dlrli■ 

er au earn, Docto.r B:1'bl:lau■• 



But it ,mat be expn■■l.J ■aid tllat be laabd. bm:banl• cmly u a 

theolaam, . 11at; a■ a preaaher. Ir he 111!18 tha~uahl,y orlhodax m all Id■ 

teuh!llp a■ a preacher, it m1111t ~crt be :lmapned that hi■ ■el'IIDU •n •111- 19• 

petitiou or the teaching■ or the .16th 111111 17th centur:le■• Dr. Walther'• -■ 

• liTing ra:t.th, lie dateated dead anhaclaxJ •• Jle had a .. to 'bel!ne wh.d he be-. 
l:f.aftd through 'bitter ■trugl.e• nth hm•lf, "'1:U.e ■tW a ■tllllent at the 

mdwr■ity. ror thill reuon w rind Dr. Waltur, tJle p~aaher a "Jlldem ma,• 

wha •• a •ater in ~iq inlltant Uld pert:lnant appl:t.aaticm of bi■ 
0

falth at 

au tm■• 
In reading the ■anaon■ or Dr. 'l'althlr, w a.t DIID■ IIO'fr:t.ae that w an 

■peaking with a learned theologian. Hill learn:blg, howwr, :t.■ mnr fli.ulltecl 

:ln tho race ar liill hearer■, 'but Jmpt campletely :ln the baat-gJ"Olllld.. Dr. Waltller 

ill aa wU 11Dquainted with the Church :rat.hen IUlll ri~ J.uther u nth the-Bible · 

it■elr. Ha quataa frequently Iran lu.■e'bi~ .. , e■pealally J.utiher1 Buaer, .. llmah­

tcm, and the Symbnl:t.cal Boak■ of the J.utihenn Chul"Dh■ 1..... or the :lntmde . . 
relatian■hip that e.xillted betnan h:lm IUlll hill aangnp.t!an, he alwp inu8■ 

pnctical applic11.tiana ar tm■e nfan:nce■• 

Like Luther'• ■armna, ■a are Dr. Waltller'■ 11nl"Jlllien pernde4 'by 

9!!. :t.daa, that or Ju■til:laation by ra:1-ua,. around wh:lah lie ncfpniae■ all Ch~ 

!an thought■• Hill• ravnrita top:t.a■ wn the gnat 4e_e4■ or Clod 111111 the warkiiaj 

ar Hill :rBDe for the reaanail:lation ar the world aJMl the ■al.Yaticm ar tu fall­

en ■an■ at Mam. On the 'ba■ill or fe■tiftl tan■, 'be ro■• to hi■ full h-1glli 

on the■• top1a■ 1 whenill he liwd U111 ••4• Bi■ ■■IIIDII■ 'b•- •-' powrf111 

a4 penetrating, a114 bi■ nnl■ nal re■ti'ftl 'Hlllt■, ... lie pinun4 to Id■ 
acmgnp.t!on a h•ff• opem4 to th• 'by the Wonl, am clnw t'bell on n'th 1inllar­

e■t note■ to enter :ln, .... Jill ponnp4 to tllea tu 11----' of Clod thrnll apen 

n4e ancl pra:t.■ed the Wonl am &a,nailtm■ a■ ■pnq■ al li"DIIS •tar, cnn or 

ih:t.ah \hen wll■ up tDIIU'd. the ■:llmer, grace, roras.-.:e-••• aDlll'ort 8114 •al~ . 
ticm. Dr. Walther,,_ a pod uaJ; •n. popular·:ln the pnHmatiaa •or Ida 

top:t.a thu --■ Dr. Se:1.a■ am aould., thenron, pnub a a1earer Clo■pel.-
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· •■■age, than d:ld the ■auiiaa preuller al the Ge•ral Cauna!l. 

'laJwag up tlle CDll1iel!JA of Dr. Be1■■' NIWllll■ 1 it :I.a U OIIN ap­

puam that he, tao, a■ a liutiheru preaalar -follned tlle underly!llg pr:blaiple 

of r.ut;hanm ■el"IIIOll-mak1ng1 D818lJ' 1 a pre■emat:lcm not for exoite•nt ot e•­

t:lon, but rrir in■tl'IICtion. Hi■ way ta the Jutari of Ilia oangnp.t:lon wu thl"Ollgll 

tlle :lntelleot. Dr. Be:la■ 1■ proof conoluaiw. t11at tile Alllr1oa Lutheran pal.pit 
. . 

■ay 'be built up in dootrinal preaah:lng acoaril:lng ta the old llll'lhenm l:lne■ 1111d 

at the ■-- time avail 1tnll to tho full extent al tile natiw 141_. of •st:l■h 

apeech. 1IJ find in hi■ ■anaan■ an ln81:lah1 vh:loh :la all it■ ■tnnr;lh IUld ■ple.­

dor, 11114 in all it■ nn■t flax:l'ble sraca and dal:lcate 'b•'-'J, IIClft8 rith perfeot 

freedom in the thought■ 111 Scripture I stated far the in■trw:t:lcm, adlllmt:lcm 11114 

ed1f:lcat:lan of the Chriatiftll aangnptiona. 

Speaking nf the languasa which Dr. Bei■■ uaed :In hu ■el'IIDu I ccm-
. 

■en■u■ of op:lninn in th:lll day, when a dinatm■a an4 a dowa-rightne■■ of ■x-

pre■■:lon 1■ domended, put■ it :Into tbe clu■ nth the re■aund:lng 11114 onat■ 

ponl oros1ty or the old ln3].:lah praachen. Thia cr:lt:lc:llllll :la extnt• 1 far Dr. 

Ba:la■ ha■ written ■am 'f8ry popular ■enaan■ al■o. Bawwr, it ... t 'be -.111-

ta:lnad thP.t the simplicity nf hi■ Hl"IIIDII■ wu in tlMI 11111n ■aoi"Uiaed 'bJ t1al 

highly wl'Clu91t ■plendor and n~nta:t:lcm nf h:la rlletar:lo ■ Dr. Walt~r ._. a 

•pt'pulllJ"• preacher cmaparad to Dr. Beh■• 

Han 1■ Dr. Bai■■' view an wbat a ■eram mu11t ca~a1n. Ila ■aya, "\'lie 

beg:bm:lng, 11:lddle ud end 1■ Chri■t • Chriltt the :lnaanaate IUIII only-begotten B• 

. or Gad - Chri■t dalivend for our affanae■ IUl4 nd.■ad ap1n far. our jv.■tiflca­

t:lcm - Chri■t aur trua Lani 11114 enthl"OIUld Bad.or- • Qhnat our w.l■daa, aanctL■ 

f!aat:lcm, and ndemptian - Chri■t the ■un .-.i aezrlin aroum irtiiah enrytb:lng . 
periain:lng ta our !Idly rel!lia NTD~ft■ • Cbri■t Iha ..... llil4 u, 11111 ia to 

·ao• - Chri■t tbe Savior of all ••• IUl4 e■pec:Sally of 'Ule■ 'libd 'beU.ew. • llli . . 
■a:ld 

1 
•fti■ l'aul pnuhad alib ta Jew 1111111 Gentile• a■ tlie care ac1 b1"1118l or 

an ■ac.nd propluia'f, the ■um or tlle Cla■pel 111111 the aal.J' llape or tha wl'l.4. lilil 









.. 
their 1mbalier. '!'hair % �t�n�n�p�h� 111 driad u, l:lke i\ �p�o�t % �h�e�n�l�,� and their. 

�t�r�m�p % � ala.ave to their �j�&�T�I�D % � Thay oan HD nothing ,llad or pod in lire. 

Buch are the woakneBB and rnlly nr poor hmnan nature eyan when • % �J�a�o�u�l�c�l� • 

upeot bettor things.•f 

Mato the tapio % �e�n�t�e�n�c�a� I the wing ta the rhetoric I �i�t % � �t�r�i�a�d % � 

and �p�a�r�a�l�l�e�l % �,� and the biblical 1MBUR88 "'bich �g�i�v�e % � roroe IUld % �:�l�a�p�l�i�c�i�t�y� 

tn the wll-rolmded pal"llf:ra.ph. 

Dr. Boieu prnved that Bngli1h preaching need not in any % �l�l�l�l�l�l�e�r� 

depnrt from t'ho pne:rRl % �t�y�l�o� nt preaching tradit1anal nth the Ge:rmen­

Luth~rnn J,>nlp1t, it it 11 tn ba truly �B�n�u�l�i % �h� 1n language and. .American in . 
% �t�y�l�e�.� Ha shnl'.10d t hnt it fflUI not �n�a�o�e % �-�m�:�r�y� tor Bngl.11111 % �a�c�n�d� rh•tor1a to 

conform to the ntnndarda or tho pn:aant da.y Batnrmd pulpit, in order to 'be 

truly BngU.zh. Tllo creat bulk at hia �a�e�r�m�a�n % �,�U�.�b� thoae or Dr. 'l'alther-1 

follow .i;~o tnz,ical-analyticRl. •thod. Ra.rely �d�o�e % � hi build up �u�r�m�o�n % � OIi 

punly aubjB ctive or synthatical �l�i�n�e %  "� Ha lollowd the old cuon of Bansel, 

".Apply thy whola aalf to the text and. apply the llhole text to thyta~r.• 

Thon •re raur chig r �e�l�e�m�e�n�t % � of po•r in Dr. �8�8�1�1�1 % � • preaching. 

It �w�a % � a �p�n % �i�t�i�v�a� ap1ritlllll Oaapal tha.t hi preached; :lt _. tba �O�o % �p�o�l� 

preached 171th all the pawr or a % �t�r�o�n�g� penonality 'behind it; it wu a 

Oaapal with the added rorca that logic I aril, delivc,ry I and languaze aoulcl 

1:lva it, for ho D,Pnt.a or an ideal % �e�r�m�o�n� •• boin& t'ha �h�i�g�h�a % �t� poui'bla pro­

duct or art; and it wu a �O�o % �p�a�l� that. •• lighted up with the Sl,ow or a 

% �e�a�r�-�l�i�k�e� �T�:�l % �i�o�n� of �C�h�r�i�a�l�t �1 % � % �a�a�o�n�d� comifts. At canvant:lonll an4 on % �_�p�a�a�:�l�a�l� 

oacaaioni it �n�. % � taken tor gnn'lltd. that the Smporfiallt •••aae mun 'be d.a­

U.,eracl by Dr. �8�8�1�1�1 % �,� and it �1�1�1�1�. % � then that he wn.1ally �r�a % �e� ta �h�i % � �g�r�e�n�.�t�e % �t� 

�h�e�:�l�&�h�t % � :ln pulpit oratory. HI full;J •t the requin•nt• that e. aaJ'IIDD 

f--op.cit.p.275. 
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iiln hae • 'bepnning, a m:lddle and a end, that it IUlt awe nth oulm:lne­

t:ln farce tnanl a def~ita goal, and men that gcJill .. naa118d, li:la heann 

alllld go ••YI faal:lng that they had ha ant a ■a:nama. 'ftlen ,... a ■tnlJSl]I, a 

1tata1':but-■ 1 a l\ipity, and M art:latic fin:laJI to -11 ar h:l■ ,pwate■t pulpit 

erroru tllat campalled a. hearing. If tha ■el'IIIDJI -■ on Ddillg IUll1 cmwinaina, . . 
n:tllDr than entreating and parauau:lva I it wu baaauae an ■pala laUller than 

nature. H:la •• tho eloquenca at lngia and w:1.11 rather tlaan elaqueac■ or 
■-t:lan and lnw. If • can call Dr. Seu■ tm :lnntt of tll■ liu'Ulena pulpit, 

Dr. Valthar 11U the Lincoln. 

In th:la ■phara th• ? •a■ana to 'ba ala■■ad IIIIIDDI the gnat leader■ 

or our American Church. 'l'ha y ram:lnd ua nr a 110n ■tunly and 1•• f:ltful. m 
di■tn.ctad age, an ae;a :l.n which pr:l.na:lpla nnd ,iJ8r■nnality cmmtad •n tlaan 

11ntS-ntal:lam and exped :loncy. 'l':lme■ haw chMpd.. Oacl i■ pnat:las a •• 

■on nt :lnlltrument I laaa deop aid ■t:rang-1 b.ut mare aort aiid. •llcnr m •• • 

w:lt.'a which ta -.rt the 111WJ:lc ar H:la Go■pel :lntn the haaria or ••• A uw 

race or praaohan i■ :l.n tha mkms, pnachen who will nly le■·• 011- an UII 

oratory, and. mora on the ■imple, direct, and haart-to-hean --•aa• ·'lihat -,■ 

the aeed■ or every-day 11m in h:1.11 every-day ·1:1.re. 'nle ••■aae will br.edll 

the pall'fior rather than that offltudent IU!d orator • 


