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A GOMR RISON OF
DR. CARL FERDINAND WILHELE WALTHER
AND
DR. JOSEFH AUGUSTUS BEISS
A PREACHERS

E.H,BUCHHEIMER,
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In making a comparison between Dl". Carl lbrd:!nand Wilhelm Walther,
(1811 - 1867) and Dr. Joseph Augustus Seiss, (1823 - 1904) as masters of
sacred rhetoric in the American Lutheran pulpit, we must, in ordsr to come to
& clear understunding of these men as preachsrs ;‘hke into consideration tho:l.r
eorly training and the times in which they lived, when the Lutheran Church Ill
just beginning to take root in this c;:untry and wien preachers and umn.l
played s different part in congregational 1ife, than they do today.

A study of the early yoars of the:l.r livos shows that a divine va:l.-
donce carefully guided their foot-steps and removed obstacles from their paths,
@Gnd has chosen thooe men for the upbuilding of His Kingdom in this grand country
and Ho had mappod out a definite work which they were to do in a most un!.qu.o

tine, b e L 3 St
If horedity, enviroament, and traditions moke for character, thers

was no lack of them in the case of Dr. Valther, He was a descendant of anl old
family of ministers. His father, his grandfather, and his great-grandfather
wers ministers of the Gospel in the Lutheran Church of Saxony, the home of
Luther and the cradlo of the Reformation, Carl Ferdinend Wilhelm could hardly
have bteen anything else than a minister of the Gespel, although his first

youthful ambitlion was to become o great musician,
Dr. Boiss, on the other hand, was not the son of a prophet, nor was

he born in any line of succession to such distinction, His birthplace was an

obscure country farm, whers he was rearsd under the ordinary conditions of &

plain farmer's son. One cannot but wonder at the ways of Providence by which

he was brought across the gulf thet lay between his early life and the holy

Beyond a doubt the young Dr. Walther enjoyed better
who 1like Amos of Thekoa,

office of the ministry,
educational facilities than did this plain farmer boy,

came {rom the cow-herd and sycamore 4+rees to bring a powerful message to the

people of his land. Books he did not have, mot even a newspaper then visited

his secluded home,




Fislhae l-u’i

Q)

although Dr. Walther completed his studies at the gymmasium and
then entered the university, his was by no m ans an easy student-life, MKoney
and books were very scarcs, It was mot until he had been 'nt the university
soms- time that he purchased a Bible from his meagre allowance, As in the o;u
of Dr, Selss, we must wonder at the Providence which guided Dr, Walther during
his student-years, amid surroundings full of the so-called "common.rationalism®
and dominated by the thought of Kant, Fichte, Jacobi, Schelling, and Hegel,
Tt was at this time that he went through severe “vexations of spirit" before he
came %o a full knowledgs of his Savior, The words of Jeremish mre applicable
in his case, "It is good for a man that -he bear his yoke in his youth.," Iater
in 1ifs this stn.m-period holped to make him the tender and understanding paster

that he was, . »
No man can altogetinsr escape the influences of his environment, No

man can risa superior to it, taking and assimilating what 1t may have to offer
for his devolopment, unloos the grace of God guides and directs his footsteps,
Lacking such gracious guidance, Walther might have become a famous pulpit orator
in the State Church of Germany. But God had another and difteran-t work for him
to do, and He chose Hic ovm maans to make him fit for this work,

During the time Dr, Welther spent- at home seeking his health, the

works of Luther, whick wers in his father's library, fell into his hands, The
From that time on dates his 1iving conviction of
he doctrines of ths Lutheran Church and the

inevitable resvlt followed,

the sols scriptural character of t

necessity of its pocitive confession, which nsver 1eft him, Comparing him with

Dr. SBoiss on the point of knowledge ond application of the works of Luther eand

the confessions of the Lutheran Church, it is quite apparent that nr_. Walther

was better acquainted with these works., They were as well known to him as the

Bible itself. Although Dr. Seiss was hendiceppsd becsuse of the German lenguage,

he knows his Luther snd the Confessions,
in gemeral, did he have the advantages of educatlon

gnd he Imow them well, as his sermons

give ample testimony. Nor,

that Dr, Walther head.
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Though an hundred yeers in this country, the Lutheran Church was
not at this time conspicuous among American churches. It was not strong in
numbers and its social influence was weak, But it had behind it a grand h:l;'?‘ry
and a mighty population in the O1d World. -Though long renowned for its grsat
universities in Burope, ite oducational facilities in this country wers feeble
and just begimning to come inte efficiency. This mother church of ths Rsforma-
tion had indeod taken root in this country, but whether it was ever to grow
into a permanent importance many questioned and some considored impossible,
Such was the state of affairs in this country when Joseph Seiss pur-
sued a somewhat irregular course of study at Gettysburg in the years 1840 .‘:1' 5.841
Here he wes ndvisod not to enter the ministry, With characteristic detormina-
tion and self-assertiveness, he assured his .advisers that some day they would
hear from him - and they did., This incident reveals the koy-note of his char-.
acter - an unbending will, "Every word he ﬁttersd in the pulpit, on the floor
of syncd, or in meetings of cormittees or bon;'ds, had the ring oi flnalit?raﬂii';out
it, When l}e lpid his hande %o a certain task, things had to go' his way. Not
thot he would not influvenced by what others suggested or originated, but when
a certain courass seemed to him to be the eorrect one, he pursued it to the end,
rogardless of obstacles and defeats that stood in the way., His alds and advia-
ors were but matellites moving sbout a fixed star, His church council, his

congregation, his committes or board was as clay in the hands of a potter."#

Yet, while these men wers of difforent stock and had grown up among wide=

1y separated environments, they were: both GREAT PREACHERS, The words of Kip-

ling are certainly apposite:

East and West is West, and never the twain shall mest,
g‘;il!::v:: a;d earth stand pnner'ﬂﬂ.y at Cod's great judgment-seat.
But there is neither East nor West, border, nor breed, nor birth,

stend face to face, though they come from the
e e e "ends of the earth.

§Evangelical Review, for 1918, p.20l.
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Who ever thought of "border, breed, or birth" while reading the
models of sacred rhotoric that these "strong men" have given as permanent leg-
asiss to the Lutheran Church, Walther spesking in the German language and

trained in the Old World; Seiss, an American farmer boy, using a machless

English,
What had they in common to make them great preachers? It was an in-

du:l:_l'.ab:l.e will that did much to make them the orators and praanh.orl that they
wers, A great preacher must have a great will, that is to say, thers must be a
fixed purpose in the preacher to eompoli\hin hearers to move toward a fixed m}u.
1o enforce assent and conviction, to drive the truth home wntil it brings sub=-
mission or surrender, to brush aside whatever opposition the mind and the heart
might offor to the message of the preacher = that must be the end and aim of
evary sormon,.and no one can be great as a preacher who does not have a great
will, "A great preacher is not a mere artist, and not a feeble suppliant, he
is o conquering soul, & momarch, a born ruler of mankind. He wills and men bow?'¥§
Tt is seen from Dr. Walther's emigration to this country and the
jmportant part he played in the founding of the Lutheran Church in this country
that ho was, indeed, a man of forceful character, an energetic nature, an unbsnd-
ing will, Dr., Jacobs correctly says: "His 1ife is so closely connscted with that
of the powerful Synod which he orgenized and which was the expression of his om

spirit, that even the details of his private blography belong to ths history of
Neither did Dr. Seiss need any school in which to train his will,
“Gospel in the Stara," these were oriticised

the Church,"
When he preached his sermons on the
as flights of finely-spun im gination.
vigor and built a seemingly impenstrable fort

had taken, Speaking of the compelling force of Dr.

has oalds "Dr. Seiss always sweeps one with him by the strong current of his

eloquence, but when he is through, I leave his boat and swim to land.," Dr,

He thersupon assailed his critics witha
ross around the main positions he
Seiss' presaching, Dr. Krauth

Krauth and Seiss were not always of the same mind .
#Broadus "History of Preaching,"
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Drs. Walther and Seiss spent their days of ripest vigor in a time
vhen the press had not yet come into full competition with the pulpit to over-
shadow it, when physical, mental and spiritual energy was less dissipated than
it is now, and when the interests and relationships of 1ife wers less distress=-
:I.ngly complex, Gnngregu.t:lon life was simpler and revolved mors around the
pruehar's personality than nromd mu].tl.far:l.oul church agenclies, The magnetic
center of that 1ife was the pulpit, and all that ssemed necessary was a preacher
with a message. It was a day when men wers drawn to the House of God as natur- |
ally and inovitably as they were drawn elsevhers. A preacher could then remain
invisible for six days in tho week, enter his pulpit on the seventh with some-
thing of the unction of a John the Baptist fresh from the wilderness, and be sure
of a large and appreciative congregation, He could say with Paul, "This one thing
I do," and forgetting even important pastoral calls, concentrates the bulk of his
time and energy on that ome thing and be in a position to do it well, The
proachor's workshop vas his study ond that is where he forged the weapoms with
which he did battle. - |

Undor such conditions, with an indomiteble will, a massivensss of in-
tellect and. spiritual force, Dr. Walther and Seiss could not but become what they
wore — the most powerful preachers of their day. The rangs of Dr, Walther‘s in-

fluence was linited in this country, though not so greatly thenm as now, hocauas
and o he was not tempted as was Dr. Seiss, with offers
jastical connections which held out prom-

of the Uerman language,

and solicitations to make othor eccles

ises for greater emolumsnt. 0f the two, Dr. Seiss had a more commanding phy®

Had he aimed at wide popularity,
in 1line

sique and an equally more cormending volce,
with men of other faiths by compromising his own, fallen
jther distinctly evangelical nor Lutheran, America

Seiss no less than that of Philipps Brooks, Dr.

fellowshipped
with umnienistic movements ne

would revere the memory of Dr.
Storrs and’ others of 1ike commanding mould, But his lot was cast with the

Lutheran Church, wh:leh 157 foundationl deep and strong and was less concerned

P T Bl ‘ el Dasaisw ] @ it it ica s

with impna:l.ng and thansient -uporltmtunn.
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Especially in the latter years of thoir lives, vhen the tide of a
less stahle religious 1ifo wac beating in upon the church, Walther and Seiss
stood forth all tha more grandly and impressively, as azong the lest of a giant
race of preachers that hed coan their day, The times produce ths proachers and
Drs, Walthor and Seiss wero dictinctly preschsrs of their times,

Bosidsa having a greet vill-powér and self-confidence,-they wers full
of en humblo relimnce on God, Bothwore autocrats, in their way, but Seiss move
oo than Walther., To he sure, Dr. Seiss was sincers in his colling and was up-
borne by simple, humble, child-llke l'alith in God, but.on this paint Dr. Yalther
goes bavond him, All of Dr, Walther®'s l;emoml, and ospecially the praysrs vhich
ha 7= vont %o offor before each sermon, are predominantly humble and sincore in
their tons. For this roason he did not sttain to the dizzy loftinosc of pre-
rentation ac did Dr. Beies at times,

It should he noticod, too, that both Walther and Selss were much
drewn into cermection with practical affairs, Thie tended to render their
prooching more vigorous as woll as better sulted to the common mind. Howaver,
dospite this fect, we would find it difficult to picture Dr. Selss, as wo can
Jearn him in his sermons, instructing a clace of catechumens. It is far easler
to picture the proacher Walther in this position.

Dr. Walthor was, first of all, e theclogian. What he preached wes
nothing -else than the old, wall-known Lutheran orthodoxy, to vhich he neither

In regard to doctrine he is standing in exactly the same
cians otood, Having his

edded mor subiracted.

place whers the old Lutheran dogmoticians and homileti

eyes trained back to thess teachers, he would have nothing to do with any “de=-

To him Luther and the old theologians had expressed
because they taught what the im-

velopment™ in theology.
themselves for their age and for ell times,
mutable Word of God teaches. Dr. w:_:l.ther Jnew his Luther as a son does his :

father, and like the Great Reformer, deserved that most worthy degree a minist.

er can earn, Doctor Biblious,
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But it must be expressly said that he looksd backwards only as a
theolagian, not as a preacher. If he was thoroughly orthodox in all his
'hnhin.l as a preacher, it must not be imagined that his nermons were more re-
petitions of the teachings of the 16th and 17th centuries. Dr. Walther's was
@ living faith, he detested dead orthodnxy..ﬂe_ had coms to believe what he be-
lisved through bitter struggles with himself, while still a student at the
university. For this reason we find Dr, Walther, the preacher e "malern man,"
who was a master in making instant and pertinent application of his .fn:l.th at

all times,
In reading the zermons of Dr, Walther, we ot once motice that we are

speaking with a loarned treologian. His learning, howsver, is never flaunted

in the face of his hearers, but kept completely in the back-ground. Dr. Walther
is as well acquainted with the Church I‘ather; and with Luther as with the Bible
itself. He quotes frequently from Eusebius, especiaslly Luther, Bucer, Eslanch-
ton, and the Symbnlical Books of the Luthersn Church, Besause of the i.ntimu:l:o
rolationship that exiuted betweon him and his congregation, he always uku
prectical epplications of these references,

Like Luther's sermons, so are Dr. Walther's everywhere pervaded by :

One idea, that of justification by faith, around which he n*nhu ell Christ-

ian thoughts. His- favorite topics were the great deeds of God and the working
of His grace for the reconciliation of the world and the salvation of the fall-
en sons of Adam, On the basis of festival texts, he rose to his full hegight

His sermons became most powerful

when he pictured to his

on thess topics, wherein he lived and moved,

end penetrating, and his words real festival tones,

congregation a heaven opensd to them by the Word, and drew them on with tender-

est notes to enter in, when he portrayed t
wide and praised the Word and Sacraments as springs of living water, out of

o them the heart of God thrown cpen

ghich there wells up toward the simner, grace, forgivensss, comfort and salva-
tion, Dr. Walther was a good deal more popular-in the presemtation of his

topic than was Dr. Selss and could, therefore, preach a clearer Gospel-
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message, than did the soaring preacher of the General Council.

Taking up the cdhtentl of Dr. Seiss® sermons, it 1s at once ap-
parent that he, too, as a Lutheran preachsr followed the underlying principle
of Lutheran sermon-making, namely, a presentatlon not for excitement of emo-
tion, but for instruction. His way to the heart of his congregation was through
the intellect, Dr., Seiss is proof conclusive that the Amsrican Lutheran pulpit
mey be built up in dootrinal preaching mcoording to the old Lutheran lines and
at the samo time avail itself to tho full extont of the native idioms of English
speech, W find in his sermons an English, which in all its strength and splen-
dor, and in all its most flexible grace and delicate beauty, moves with perfect
freedom in the thoughts of Seripture, stated for the instruction, admonition and
edification of the Christian congregations,

Speaking of the language which Dr, Seiss used in hls sermons, con-
sensus of opinion in this day, vhon a directness and a down-r:l.ghtm-i of ox=
pression is domanded, puts it into the class with the resounding and ormate
ponl erosity of the old English preachers. This criticism is extrems, for Dr,
Seiss has written soms very popular sermons also, However, it must be main-
tained thet the simplicity of his sermons was in the main sacrificed by the

highly wrought splendor and ornamentation nf his rhetoric, Dr, Walther was a
"nopular® preacher compared to Dr. Seiss,

Hore is Dr. Seiss' vieow on what a sermon must contain. Hs says, "The
beginning, middle and end is Christ - Christ the incarnate and only-begotten Son
of God - Christ deliversd for our offences and raised again for our justifica-
tion = Christ our trus Lord and enthroned Bavior - Christ our wisdom, sancti=-
fication, and redemption - Christ the sun and centre around which everything
pertaining to our hdly. religion revolves - Christ that was, nnd is, axd is to
come - Christ the Savior of all men, and especially of them tl!a:l; bellieve," Hs
said, "This Faul preached alike to Jew and Gentile as the core and kernel of
all sacred prophecy, the sum of the Gospel and the only hops of the world, And
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mst have a beginning, a middle and an end, that it must move with culmina-
tive force toward a definite goal, and vhen that goal was reached, his hearers
could go away, feoling that they had hoard a sormon, Thers was o strength, a
statsliness, a dignity, and an artistic finish to all of his greatest pu].pi.t
efforts that compellsd @ henring. If tho sermon was commanding and convineing,.
rethor thon entroating and persuavive, it was bacause art spoke louder tinn
nature, His was tho eloquenca of logic and will rather than eloguence of
emotion and lnve. If wo can call Dr. Seiss the Everett of the Lutheran pulpit,
br, Valther was the Lincoln.

In this sphere they deserve to be classed among the great leaders
of our American Church, Thoy romind us nof a mors sturdy and less fitful and
distrected age, an age in which principle and persmmality countsd mors than
sentimentalism and expediency. Times have changed, God is preating a new
sort of instrument, less decp and strong, but more soft end mellow in tome,
with which to waft the munic of His Gospel into the hsarts of men., A new
race of preachers is in the making, preachers who will rely less on art and
oratory, and morc on the simple, direct, and hoart-to-heart message that meets
the needs of every-day man in his every=-day life, The message will breath
the pastor rather than that omtudent and orator,

Fel
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