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; I. Amerika.

Wad ift [utherifdhed Dewufitfein® 1Unter diefer fiberidhrift drudt bdie
wSHrdl. Beitfdrift” (November 1932) ein Synobalreferat von P. J. Leh=
mann ab, in bem bicl geitgemdf Widjtiged gum Uusdbrud fommt. Was ber
Gdjreiber unter ,Iutherijfem Vewuftfein® verjteht, geht aud diefem Seob
Bervor: ,Demnad) tollen wir jagen, daf twir unter Iutherijfem BVetwufts
fein bie ticfgegriinbete {tberzeugung desd Quiheraners verjtehen, gemaf mweldjer
er in feiner Slicdje die Stivdie JEfu und feiner Apoftel fieht und in Wort
und Werl alled unterlift, was diefer Erlenninid entgegen ift, bagegen alled
crjtrebt, was fie aud) duferlih gur Darjtellung bringt.” Den Gegenjtand
beleudjtet der MReferent dann roeiter in bden folgenben Thefen: .ESolded
Beuftiein ijt nidt cin erblifed Gut, jonbern eine Frudjt treuejter Er-
5ie5m§n und gewiffenhafter Forjdung in der Sdhrift, in ben BVefenniniffen
Der S!lrdje_ und ihrer Gejdidte. Erleidjtert tird die Erlangung Iutherijden
Bewuftjeind gu Jeiten, da bie Iutherifhe Nirdhe in Vliite fteht. Wie das
sola xrlti_n im Brennpuntt der lutherifdhen Lehre und des Iutherifden Lebend
ftebt, fo ift e8 aud) bad ftete Mequlativ Tutherifdien Vetwuftjeind und bes
toalhrt e8 folwohl vor faljdher Engherzigleit al8 aud) vor uferlofer Weits
b_erain!eit. Dedivegen ijt ed mit dem Iutherijdien Vetwuftfein unvereinbar,
cine Union gu {daffen, bie nid)t auf bem Grund der Wahrheit ruht. Nur
Manner mit audgeprigtem Iutherifdfem Wetwuftfein onnen die Iuiferijde
Stiche bauen. @olde Manner lnfit und werben, um folde Ménner laft
unsd bitten.”

Man wird nidht allen gum Ausdrud gebraditen Gedanfen ded NRefes
renten guftimmen Ionnen; aber in allem, tvad er fagt, zeigt fid) dod ein
tiefer Ernjt, ber einen bei ber Heutzutnge getwshnlidien theologifhen Flads
Beit Guferft angemehm beriifrt. Stirdlidhe Vereinigungen realifieren fidh,
enttoeber wenn man fid) unten im Sumpfe tiefiter Gleidigiiltigleit gujams
mentrifit ober mwenn man fid gur BVergesjpihe wirllidher Glaubenseinigleit
emporarbeitet. Wir freuen uns iiber jeden Uusiprudy, ber dad lefytere bes
fiicloortet, und gitieren aqua diefem Gyrunde Hier aud bem genannten NRes
ferat. Cinige Sibe feien nodj Herausgegriffen: .So viel muf Hier gefagt
tverben, bafy bie Sirdje fidjer bann BliiGt, wenn das Wort Gjotted Imuter
und rein gelehrt mwird und wir qud Heilig als die Sinder Gotted danady
Teben.” ,Wenn immer die Enimwidlung ber Dinge, dic fidh in der Mefors
mation burdjfeten, eine Ridhtung einjdhlug, die nad) allem menjchlichen
(?‘tmeﬁen berfebrt {djien, fo fliihtete er [Suiher] fidh ind Wort und priifte
fid) unbd fein Wex? baran. . . . So ging er dburd) alle Widerfpriidhe Hindburd
aufredyt und fidjer; fo twurbe er betwahrt vor faljher Engherzigleit twie vor
uferlofer Weitherzigleit.” .MWir miiffen aber licben unbd nidht liebdugeln.
Ricben ift gbttlidh und ift Pflidht; LiebGugeln ift auf menjdlidem Boben
gelwadifen unbd it der erfte Sdhritt gum geiftlien Ehebrudy.” .Tief im
Iutherifdjen Betouftfein rubt da3 Sehnen nad) einer einigen Nirdje. Einerlei
Wort und Lelre, einerlei Praris ber Lehrer, einerlei Lobgefang fet umter
umd.” ,Soll id) nun, teil ber BVaptift ober Methobift e8 nidht tut, e3 ifm
nadymadjen, anftatt benen gu folgen, die, tweil bon meiner Kirdje, mir Bors

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1933




e

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 4 [1933], Art. 33

Theological Observer. — Rird)lich=Jeitgefchichtliches. 219

bilb fein follten? Meinen tvir denn mwitllid im Ernite, Ivir getvinnen den
Unbersglaubigen filc uns, wenn tvix feine Weife annehmen? MWill er nidt
au und fonunen um der reinen fehre willen, bann braudt er gar nidt zu
fommen. Will er tommen, teil er bei uns die Wahrheit findet, fo nimmt
e fie aud) gerne an in bem @eiwand, in weldem fie ihm bei un3 geboten
irh,“ . T M.

Quadrennial Meeting of the Federal Council of Churches. —
From December 6 to 9, 1032, Indianapolis, Indiana, was the host of the
Federal Council of Churches, assembled in its regular quadrennial meeting.
From the reports of the meeting we learn that henceforth the Council
is to meet every two years instead of every four. At the same time the
representation of the churches on this Council is reduced, each cooperating
denomination henceforth being entitled to three members, with an addi-
tional member, for every one hundred thousand of its communicants. The
executive committee is to meet monthly. On this committee each denomina-
tion may be represented by two members, with an additional member for
every 500,000 of its communicants after the first 500,000. Decision
on the motion to empower the Council “to administer for any of the con-
stituent bodies such activities as they may commit to it and as the Council
may accept,” was postponed till the next meeting. What is uppermost in
the minds of the promoters of this unionistic agency of American Prot-
estantism is shown by the recommendations presented by a special com-
mittee dealing with socinl idenls and secking to introduce or reflect “a new
age of faith.” In reading these recommendations, one is wondering whether
one has before himself a report of a Congressional committee or actually
that of an ecclesiastical commission.

“1. Practical application of the Christian principle of social well-being
to the acquisition and use of wealth; subordination of the profit motive to
the creative and cooperative spirit.

“2, Social planning and control in the economic process for the com-
mon good.

“3. The right of all to the opportunity for self-maintenance; a wider
and fairer distribution of wealth; a living wage as a minimum and,
above this, a just share for the worker in the product of industry.

“4, Safeguarding of all workers against harmful conditions of Iabor
and occupational injury and disease.

“5. Social insurance against sickness, accident, want in old age, and
unemployment.

“6. Reduction of hours of labor as the general productivity of industry
increases; release from employment at least one day in seven, with
a shorter working week in prospect.

“7. Such special regulation of the conditions of work of women as
shall safeguard their welfare and that of the family and community.

“8, The right of employees and employers alike to organize for collec-
tive bargaining and socinl action; protection of both in the exercise of
this right; the obligation of both to work for the public good.

“g. Abolition of child labor; adequate provision for the protection,
education, spiritual nurture, and wholesome recreation of every child.

“10. Protection of the family by the single standard of purity, educa-
tional preparation for marriage, home-making, and parenthood.
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“11. Economic and social justice for the farm-family preservation
of the distinctive values of rural life.

“12. Protection of the individual and society from the social, economic,
and moral waste of any traflic in intoxicants and habit-forming drugs.

“13. Application of the Christian principle of redemption to the treat-
ment of offenders; reform of penal and correctional methods and institu-
tions and of eriminal-court procedure.

“14. Justice, opportunity, and equal rights for all; mutual good will
and cooperation among racial, economic, and religious groups.

“15. Repudiation of war, drastic reduction of armaments, participa-
tion in international agencies for the peaceable settlement of all con
troversies; the building of a cooperative world order.

“168. Recognition and maintenance of the rights and responsibilities
of free speech, free nssembly, and a free press; the encouragement of free
communication of mind with mind, as essential to the discovery of truth."”

This, then, is the program which the Federal Council of Churches
thinks it and its constituent churches must work for. Do these people
realize to what extent they are neglecting the proper function of the
Church, the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and are invading the
sphere of the State?! The question is not whether the recommendations
possess merit, but whether it is the function of the Church to solve social
and economic problems. The report says that voices were heard at the
meeting dwelling on “the basic necessity of personal religion and Chris-
tian faith.,” If the Council had confined itself to this subject and resolved
to study it in the light of God’s Word, perhaps the enuse of the true Gospel
would have been somewhat advanced. The president of the Council for
the next two years is Dr.Albert W.Beaven of the Colgate-Rochester
Divinity School, and Dr. L. S. Mudge, Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian
General Assembly, as vice-president. A

Will a Division Result in the Camp of the Federal Councilf —
A writer in the Christian Century who dwells on the Indianapolis meeting
of the Federal Council of Churches held at the end of last year, has this
to say about a deep chasm which became apparent in the Council meetings
dividing those present into two groups: —

“There were evident two types of Christianity. The shadow of the
laymen’s missionary report hovered in the background — not the adminis-
trative factors involved in that report, but the theological. There were
two conceptions of the nature of Christianity in Indianapolis. Is Chris-
tianity an absolute faith, or is it a relative religion? Is Cl:rlatln.ﬁlty a quest,
with other religious quests, for the nature of God, or does it know through
irrational [sic?] faith the reality of God in Jesus Christ? Is the king-
dom eschatological, having relative effects, or is it the cultural and educa-
tional humanism of a Jesus-ideology? The wonder is that Dr.Speer’s
statement about Christianity being a faith and not a religion did not eall
forth more comment. Perhaps it was because the liberals did not under-
stand or, understanding, simply ignored it as one does a meaningless
anachronism. But here is the rub, and the probable cause of a split in
Protestantism itself. That crisis cannot be long ignored. My primary
proposition still holds here, namely, that there is no hope at all for
& revival within Protestant Christianity until the question of the mature
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of Christianity is settled! It will come, and perhaps in spite of our
vaunted intelligence.”

The same writer on another page of the Ohristian Century refers to
Dr. Keller’s visit at Butler University in Indianapolis and the latter’s
lecture on “The Influence of Carl Barth’s Theology upon European
Churches.” Dr. Keller on that occasion said that the American theological
scene “needs a controversy about the vital nature of Christianity.” The
correspondent continues: “I agree. But when will we be ready to start?
But to start such a venture, there must be a sense of extremity and im-
potence as regards our present theology. That time is coming — perhaps
has arrived, and many do not know it.” O sancta simplicitas! A.

The Divisiveness of Indifference in Doctrine. —One of the chief
arguments brought against those who insist on faithful adherence to Serip-
ture teachings and who oppose the present vogue of unionism and syn-
cretism in religion is that they create divisions and are causing trouble
wherever they proclaim their message. The divided state of Protestantism
is usually ascribed to their activity. When one hears these critics speak,
one receives the impression that everything would be lovely in the camp
of the Christians if it were not for these little minds who in their narrow-
ness tenaciously hold to their “ancestral” teachings. That these critics
would be rudely disillusioned if Protestantism ever assumed the form
which they are working for is plain from this little section of an editorial
in the Living Church. Discussing the recent resignation of Dr.Dieffen-
bach as editor of the Christian Register, which is a Unitarian paper and as
such represents what is usuanlly considered the height of liberalism and in-
difference in all questions of doctrine, the editor of the Living Church says:
“Unitarianism, like much of Protestantism, is torn between the ‘new
humanism’ and the remnants of theism with the Holy Trinity left out.
Dr. Dieffenbach’s dismissal is at once an interesting commentary on the
split between the two eclements in his denomination and an example of
the impossibility of trying to combine independent journalism with of-
ficial control, no matter how ‘free’ the character of the board that exercises
that control.” In the sentence preceding the ones quoted the editor throwa
still more light on the situation, saying: “Dr.Dieffenbach had the mis-
fortune to disagree with his supposedly liberal board in what is generally
considered one of the freest of free churches, with the unfortunate result
that his editorial services are no longer required.” Let the critics please
take notice. A.

Another Holy Year of the Pope. —In the midst of an unfavorable
economic situation the Pope has declared the year beginning next April
and extending to April, 1934, a holy year with special blessings if certain
regulations are observed. It will be noticed that this is the third holy year
since 1924. The year 1925 was made a holy year by the Pope because it
marked the end of the first quarter of the twentieth century. Next, 1029
was put into the category of holy years, because in it was observed the
fiftieth anniversary of the ordination of Pope Pius XI. 1033 is given
this extra burden because it marks the completion of nineteen centuries
since the crucifixion of our Lord, according to some Roman Catholic
scholars. When holy years were begun by Pope Boniface VIII in 1300,
it was planned to let such years always lie a century apart, giving a suf-
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fering world a chance to catch its breath. But soon a Pope, Clement VI,
decided that the interval was too long and that holy years should come
always at the expiration of half a century. Since Christ was crucified at
the age of thirty-three years, Urban VI in 1378 decided that the interval
between holy years should not be longer than thirty-three years. However,
in spite of his infallibility, one of his successors, Nicholas V, again made
the interval last fifty years. There was something wrong with this decree,
for not many years nfterwards Paul II issued an order to the effect that
every twenty-five years should be o jubilee, or holy, year. Strange to say,
this order has not been improved on by his successors, generally speaking;
but as we see from the present instance, it was found impolitic to confine
holy years to those points of the calender which mark the end of a quarter
of a century. In his announcement the Pope speaks of special indulgences
and benefits to accrue to the faithful ones during this year, especially if
they go to Rome. The old errors, which draw the attention of the people
away from Christ, the only Savior, are here reiterated, the pronouncement
manifesting that Rome remains the arch-enemy of the Gospel of justifica-
tion by grace through faith. A

A New Book on Mrs. Eddy. — In a review of a work which recently
appeared, Mary Baker-Eddy, the Truth and the Tradition, by Ernest
Southerland Bates and John B. Dittemore, the review editor of the Chris-
tian Century, W. E.Garrison, in a very interesting manner speaks of the
scope and the fate of former biographies of Mrs. Eddy. Some of his re-
marks are important enough to be reproduced here. He writes: “It is
worth while to refresh our memories regarding the most important of the
Lives of Mrs. Eddy. Georgine Milmine's, first published serially in
McClure’s Magazine, beginning December, 1006, wrote into the record much
evidence of Mrs. Eddy’s indebtedness to Dr.Quimby and other data which
were deemed to reflect unfavorably on her personality. This was promptly
answered by the Sibyl Wilbur Life, which is still the biography officially
approved by the ‘Church’ The Milmine biography, when published as
a book in 1009, was bought up and suppressed, and the plates were de-
stroyed by arrangement with the publisher. About that time Lyman
Powell wrote his first Life of Mrs. Eddy, agreeing on the whole with Miss
Milmine, many of whose damaging statements, he said, he had checked
by the sources and of whose general accuracy he was convinced. It was
no time for an insider with a conscience about the facts of history to write
or publish. Dittemore went on quietly collecting material and putting it
away. Adam Dickey, Mrs. Eddy’s secretary for a considerable time, wrote,
published, and distributed to his former students a story of her last years;
but since this failed to testify, as its author had been instructed to do,
that she had been “mentally murdered,” the copies were called in, and
almost the entire edition was destroyed. Dakin's Life (1928) dealt freely
and critically with the available materials — now including the Quimby
manuscripts and Dickey's memoirs. It did not attack Christian Science,
every part of which might still be true even though everything that he
said about Mrs. Eddy was true; but it pictured her as a rather pitiable
and sometimes as rather a ridiculous character. The attempted boycott
upon Secribner’s for publishing it had no success. The rejoinder came
promptly in the form of the “full-length portrait” by Lyman Powell, done
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with the cooperation of the church authorities and with evident anxiety to
please them. As a reply to Dakin, it suffered from the defect of not being
able to challenge him upon any important statement or to present any
credible, unbinsed evidence in support of its own positions on controverted
points. Its historical value is simply that of a picture showing how
Mrs. Eddy wished herself to be regarded. And now Mr. Dittemore, assisted
by Mr. Bates, presents the evidence which he had accumulated.” The
conclusions which this new biography arrives at are given thus by the
reviewer: “that the substance of Science and Health in so far as it presents
o system of healing is practically all Quimby; that Mrs. Eddy persistently
sought to conceal her indebtedness to Quimby and to represent him as
merely a practitioner of beneficent mesmerism and herself as the discoverer
of a new and divine science; that she falsely claimed to have written into
Quimby’s manuscripts those passages which can be cited to disprove his
[her?] originality; that she was inordinately jealous of the success of her
own followers and ruthless in sacrificing those who stood in her way; that
her last years were clouded by a fantastic fear of ‘malicious animal
magnetism’; that her power lay not in her discovery of anything, but in
her magnificent ability to organize and promote a movement.” Mr. Gar-
rison thinks that it can fairly be said these things have heen proved.
When he holds that “the truth of Christian Science does not stand or fall
with one’s estimate of the character of Mrs. Eddy,” we cannot agree.
Christian Science rests largely on the claims which she made concerning
herself. If these claims are proved false, the whole building has to
collapse. A.

Dr. Voigt, Deceased. — Following an emergency operation Dr. An-
drew George Voigt, dean of the Southern Lutheran Theological Seminary,
located at Columbia, South Carolina, died on January 2, having reached
the age of seventy-four. He served the institution at Columbia from 1903
to the time of his death. His special field was dogmatics. Among his
widely disseminated books are Why We Are Lutherans, Biblical Dog-
matics, and the section on Ephesians in the Lutheran Commentary. In
his theology he seems to have occupied a mediating position between the
extremely liberal wing of the U.L.C. with its strong tendency toward
Modernism and the strong group which endeavors to uphold the prin-
ciples so ably defended by the sainted Dr.Krauth. A.

Die Widjtigleit griindlider theologifher Audbilbung. Died Thema
bilbete ben Glegenjtand, tworiiber D. §. Grefhom Madjen im Juni b. . vor
der Bible League of Great Britain rebete. €r feilte ben Stoff fo ein: “The
Importance of Christian Scholarship for Evangelism”; “The Importance
of Christian Scholarship for the Defense of the Faith”; “The Importance
of Christian Scholarship for the Building Up of the Church”. 9le brei
Reben betveifen, wie man aud) in nidtlutherijen Sreifen die Notivenbdigs
feit einer gebiegenen Mildbung zur usiibung bdes driftlihen Pfarrs und
Mijjionsdienjted empfindet. Christianity To-day gibt den Jnhalt der erften
Anjpradie jo ivieber:

“On the first subject Dr. Machen said that in these days modern
pedagogy claimed to be emancipated from anything so irksome as earnest
work in regard to the acquisition of knowledge. Surely the primary busi-
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ness of the teacher is to acquaint himself with the subject he proposes to
teach. Yet it is conceived to-day that education consists primarily in the
training of the faculties of the child and that the basic work of the teacher
is not to teach, but to enable the child to learn. Self-expression is to take
the place of drudgery and hard work. All this has resulted in & bound-
less superficiality. ‘When shall we have that revival of learning that we
so much need? When that revival comes, it will sweep away the present
emphasis upon methodology as opposed to content. Then we shall see
teachers on fire with the subject which they are called to teach.’

“Turning to religious teaching, the speaker observed that in that
connection it had come to be regarded as the business of the teacher not
to impart a knowledge of a fixed body of truth revealed by God, but to
train and to draw out the religious faculty in the child. ‘The Bible pre-
sents & body of truth which God has revealed. Our supreme function as
preachers, teachers, or parents is to acquire and to impart a knowledge of
that body of truth. The preacher should know above all that which he is
endeavoring to preach. Christian scholarship is necessary to evangelism.
Men to-day are, as ever, seeking to save themselves; but it is all in vain.
Peace with God can be obtained only in the old, old way, by accepting
that living Savior who once for all wrought salvation. In the written
Word are the words of life. There God speaks. It is for us to study it
with all our minds, to cherish it with all our hearts, and then to try very
humbly to bring those words of life to the unsaved that they, too, may
enter into life.””

Mﬁm JnBalt ber lepten Rede gibt dad Vlatt in ben folgenden Worten
toieber:

“Speaking on his third theme, Dr. Machen observed that at that
point, as at the other two with which he had dealt that day, they had
the New Testament on their side. In the Acts of the Apostles they were
told that the Apostolic Church continued steadfastly not only in fellow-
ship and in the breaking of bread and in prayer, but also in the apostles’
teaching. There was no encouragement whatever in the New Testament
for the notion that, when a man had been converted and his name had
been written on the church books, all had been done for him that needed
to be done. Let them read the epistles of Paul in particular from that
point of view. He was the greatest of evangelists and gloried in preaching
the Gospel in places where it had never previously been heard, and yet his
epistles were full of edification of those who had already been won. The
whole New Testament clearly discouraged the exclusive nourishment of
Christians with milk instead of with solid food. In the modern Church
that important work of building up had been sadly neglected, neglected
even by those who believed that the Bible was the Word of God. Often
doctrinal preaching had been pushed from the primary place, where it be-
longed, into a secondary place. Exhortation had taken the place of sys-
tematic instruction, and the people had not been built up. Was it any
wonder that a Church thus nurtured was carried away with every wind
of doctrine and was powerless in the presence of unbelief? A return to
solid instruction in the pulpit, at the desk of the Sunday-school teacher,
and, most important of all, in the Christian home was one of the primary
needs of the present hour. He did not mean that a sermon should be
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@ lecture; he did not mean that a preacher should address his congrega-
tion as a teacher addressed his class. One thing that impressed him about
preaching to-day as he had listened to it or heard of it was the neglect
of true edification, even by evangelical preachers. What the preacher said
was often good, and by it genuine Christian emotion was aroused, but
& man could sit under that preaching for a year or ten years, and at the
end of it he would be just about where he was at the beginning. Such
& lamentably small part of Christian truth was used. The congregation
was never made acquainted with the wonderful variety and richness of what
the Bible contains.”

Wad Macdjen Pier {agte, biirfte aud) fiir und bon Widjtigleit fein.
Unter “Christian scholarship” perjtebt er boriviegend griinblidje Stenninis
bed RehrinBaltd der Schrift, dic der Prediger durdy fleifiges Studium auf
Grund der urfpriinglidien Spradjen der WBibel getvinnt. “Christian scholar-
ship” Beifst nicht, bafy man alles miglidje ftudiert, wad bie Welt Heutzutage
treibt; aber e5 Geift, bafj man griindlid) mweif, was Gotted Wort lehrt.
Nidjt multa, jondern multum! Dagu gefort forigefested eregetijhes Stus
bium ber Sdrift auf Grund der Uripradien, dasd fleiBige Studium bder
Edjciften unjerer grofen Lefrer, vor allem bder ,Chriftlidien Dogmatit”
D. Piepers, der ., Pajtoraltheologic” D. Walthers, unferer lutherijdjen Bes
fenninidfdyrifien uflv. “Christian scholarship” in diejem Sinne tut aud
und fehr not. ST

The Moral Advantage over Modernist Adversaries. — Chris-
tianity To-day (November, 1032) quotes H. L. Menken as writing in a cur-
rent issuc of the American Mercury: “Thinking of the theological doctrine
called Fundamentalism, one is apt to think at once of the Rev. Aimee
Semple McPherson [and others]. It is almost as if one thought of Lydia
Pinkham or Dr. Munyon in thinking of physicians. Such clowns are high
in human interest; but one must always remember that they do not fairly
represent the body of ideas they presume to voice and that those ideas
have much better spokesmen. I point, for example, to J. Gresham Machen,
D.D., LL.D., Professor of New Testament in Westminister Theological
Seminary in Philadelphia. He is a man of dignity and great learning, the
author of valuable books, and a member of numerous societies of savants.
I confess frankly that I can find no defect in his defense of his position.
Is Christianity actually a revealed religion as the Bible declares? If not,
then it is nothing. Dr. Machen answers questions very simply and very
convincingly. Given his faith, his position is completely impregnable.
There is absolutely no flaw in the argument with which he supports it.
His moral advantage over Modernist adversaries, like his logical advantage,
is immense and obvious.” This is about as honest a statement about
Fundamentalism as one can expect from a man who himself is a professed
agnostic. But it is more. His frank admission, “Is Christianity actually
a revealed religion as the Bible declares? If not, then it is nothing,” is
a challenge to every Modernist cither to accept the Christian religion as
it is taught in Holy Seripture or to quit using the name “Christian” and
covering their pagan views by that name. The moral advantage of all be-
lieving Christians is that the Bible is on their side and that no amount of
word-twisting can make it teach what Modernists wounld have it teach.
Modernism is neither morally nor logically right. J. T. M.
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A Roman Catholic Modernist Dies. — One of our exchanges informs
us that not long ago Father Laberthonnitre died, who was one of the
prominent Modernists in the French Roman Catholic Church. When the
struggle of the Modernists with the authorities of the Church was at its
height, he championed the views of the former. As a result he was found
guilty of wrong teaching, and as a penalty he was forbidden to issue any
further works. Some time ago, we are told, it was rumored that in spite
of the prohibition of the authorities he would again appear before the
public with a book. Probably this work will appear posthumously. Our
informant tells us that Laberthonnitre belonged to the congregation of
the Oratoire, which stands for an educational system opposing the un-
bending discipline of the Jesuits and defending individual expression.
“His religious thought moved along the lines of the Augustinian tradition.
His great struggle was against the intellectualism of Neo-Thomist ortho-
doxy, which he regarded as a child of Greek philosophy rather than of
Christian conviction.” A

Alfred Noyes on the Present Religious Outlook.—One of our
exchanges quotes what the well-known English poet Alfred Noyes is pur-
ported to have told an interviewer when he arrived in America. While
he was optimistic touching the economic troubles which are besetting the
nations, he took a gloomy view of the spiritual side of affairs. Among
other things he said: “There isn't any religion any more; there isn’t any
common belief in anything; and when the test comes, how can a civiliza-
tion conquer anything when it does not believe in anything? Marriage is
going, the home is almost gone. The iden in the inereasing hordes of books
scems to be a refutation of every uplifting principle that has come to
civilization during its history and reversion to the animal.” Will anybody
say that the diagnosis is too pessimistic? A

I1. Xusland.

Gin Weltdriftentum auf unioniftifem Fundament. Cin fleiner Ars
tifel bon Pfarrer O. Gerf, den die ,Freitivde” abdrudt, jollte der Widhtigs
Teit {eined InBalts wegen aud) Hier verdffentlicht werden. Der geehrie Vexs
faffer {dyreibt:

~Die internationale Cinigung aller Stirden ofne NRiidjidt auf EGlauben
unbd Lefre twich bon ben bdeutfdhen evangelijhen Vollsfirdjen mit Hodjter
Sraftanfpannung und allem Eifer teiter getrichben. Man fann fagen, dab
biefe Arbeit feit bem Enbde de8 Weltfrieges bie grifte und begeidhnendite
Leiftung ber Woltslirden ijt. Jn Herrnbut fand Hirglih bdie Tagung ded
QJnternationalen Miffionsrates, der Wertretung aller Heidenmijjionsgefells
fdaften ber beutfhen Bolfstirdien tvie der meiften englijdhsamerifanifden
undb anbern Sticden und Seften, jtatt. Die Leitung BHatte  der befannte
amerifanifde Weltpolititer D. John Vott. Sdon bad Ienngeidjnet ben
weltpolitijden Btved biefer Stonferenz in gang beftimmter Weije. Ein tveis
terer Hauptzwed ber Sonfereny beftand in der Juriiddringung und Auss
fdhaltung aller firdlidGen lnteridicde. Dabei twird fo berfafren, dbaf man
allen Stirdjen erlaubt, ifre Glaubenslehren und fiberzeugungen ausdzujpreden,
bafy man ¢8 ifnen aber bertwehrt, qus den fid) ergebenden linterjdjieden und
@egenjdten in Glauben und Lefre irgendiveldje Folgerungen im Leben und
in ber Tat gu giehen. Die eine Sirde mag dies, die andere dad Enigegens
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gefebte glauben und Iehren; bdie eine mag die Sdriftivahrheit belennen, bie
andere mag fie betwuft offen Teugnen — basd Hinbert nidht bie volle Einigs
Teit in ber Qiebel Auf diefe Einigleit ift man fehr ftolz; fie feftaubalien
und auszubauen, ift dber Hauptziwed der gangen Weltfonferengen. Regt jidh
einmal bic Wahrheit fo jtark, daf die ,Gefahr’ bejteht, dburd) fie Iinnten body
bie Bertreter bon Wahrheit und Untwahrheit voneinanber gejdieben fvers
ben, fo ijt auf biejen Sonferenzen gleidh jemand da, der mit fehr frommen
Worten gum gemeinjamen Gebet auffordert, und mit folhem Gebet wird
bann bic Walhrheit erjtidt, und die Cinigleit ift tvieder einmal gerettet.
Aud) auf der Herrnfuter Tagung twar diefer Migbraud) ded8 Gebetd Mmicber
3u findben. G3 ijt far, bafy auf dieje Weife alle3, wad Wabrheit Heift, ja
wad aud) muc iiberzeugung BHeifst, vollig gugrunde geriditet twird. Dadurd
Ivitfen dicje fird)lidGen Weltfonferengen audy im Hodjten Mafe entjittlidjend.
»Begeidnend fiic bie Heutige Peidenmifjion der deutjdjen Volfstirden
ift e8 aud), daf dem Beridt, den Miffionsdireftor Sinaf von der Herrnhuter
Tagqung im ,Evangelifen Deutidland’, dem Blait des Deutiden Cvans
gelifdien Stivdhenbundes, gibt, ald Leitivort audgeredinet, ein Wori von
Prof. Harnad vorangejtellt wird. 1lind e8 pafit in der Tat {ehr gut bazu.
€3 Bat cine Jeit gegeben, two die deutiden Heidbenmifjionsdgejellidafien fidh
fo tweit von ber liberalen Theologie Harnadsd unterfdjieden, dajy ein Wort
Parnads, ber bod) bGefanntlid) die Crldfung durd) Chriftum leugnete, der
jeden Glauben an Chrijtum aud dem Evangelium entfernen tvollte, ber feine
Crléjung aus ber Geoalt ded Satand fannte, auf die, Heidbenmifjion ber
ebangelifchen Sticdien nidht gepafst Hatte. Heute paft e3. Wenn Harnad
als Jwed ded Chrijftentums und feiner Ausbreitung das begeidinet, dak
burd) dbas Chriftentum jeded Volf und die gange Menjdheit dad wicd, was
fie jein foll, ober, anbers audgebdriidt, dafj dad Chrijtentum jedem Bolf und
ber gangen Menjdifeit Fur Hidjten Siulturs und GeifteSentividliung verhelfen
foll, jo ift bad8 in dber Tat bas, tva3 die Geutige internationale Heidens
miffion ber Weltlivchen betreibt, wad freilidh) mit Evangelium und bibli=
fdem Ghrijtentum nidhtd mehr zu tun Hat. Dad Chriftentum bdexr Welts
firdien und ihrer Heidenmifjion ift gum Vejtandieil und blofen Hilfdmittel
der Cntwidlung einer allgemeinen internationalen Stulturmenjdhbeit ge-
tworben. Was Hiljt dba alle hunjtvoll gemadite irdhlide und biblijde Cins
fleidbung? Durd) {ie Hindurd) fpiict man auf Sdritt und Tritt bei den
Weltticdjen den Herrfdenden Geift ber Welt und der Jeit.” oA,
Deuti@tum und Chriftentum. Die ,A. €. L. §i.“ itiert einen Feil
ciner Nedbe, die Staatdminijter von Gayl Hirglid) in der GuftabsAdolfs
Stunbgebung gehalten hat. Darin Pommen die Worte bor: ,Deutfds-
tum und Chrijftentum jind nidht mehr voneinanbder gu
trennen. Wir miifjen einen drijtliden Staat bilden, tvenn ivic ber
feclifjdgen Mot unferer Beit Herr bleiben mwollen. [n ihin miiffen Pros
tejtanten und Statholifen fid) findben auf gemeinjamer Grundlnge und bonr
ibr aud den gemeinjamen Marid) antreten zum Sampf um die Julunft
unferd BVolfes, indem twir und gemeinjam fagen miiffen: ,Jd mwill e3 bolls
bringen ober jterben.’ Denn twenn twiv den drijtliden Staat nidt bers
teibigen unb erhalten, dann twird unfer BVolfdboden gum Tummelplah innerer
und duferer fampfe der Weltanfdauungen, auf bem e3 enbdgiiltig fein Ende
finden fann. Jedem Wefenninisteil dad volle Redhit und dba3 Seine, aber
in der Not unferer Jeit cin gemeinfames Jiel und ein einfeitlidger MWillel”
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Wit aitieren die8 al8 eine Probe ber Ileider mur zu off, aud) bon Hodys
fteGenben Perfomen, gemadjten gebanfenlofen Yudfpradjen, mworin Worte
e8 fid) gebuldbig gefallen Iaffen milffen, cben nur Worte ofne Bebeutung
gu fein. Deutfdium und Ehriftentum find dod) toahrlid) nidt fynonym. ©So
etton3 gu bebaupten, ift, chrlid gefagt, Der reinfte Unfinn. fberfaupt,
as ift ,DeutiGtum”? Hiergulande bebeutet e8 in manden SNreifen ein
tiidjtiges @las Bier trinfen und dabei , Deutfdland, Deutidlanbd iiber alled”
fingen Innen. Ferner, wad ift ein ,drijtlider Staat”? Nom Iveil gang
genau, was c8 barunter berftebt; aber fitr befenninistreue Qutheraner, dbie
pringipiell ©taat und Nirdje trennen, gibt ¢ dod Ieine ,HrifflidGen Staas
ten®. Der Calvinidmusd fonnte fid) fdjon cher mit dem Gedanfen cined
»drijtliden Staate8” befreunben. ber mit feiner Ybee bon einem rﬁﬁ[t-
liden Staat tritt bon Gayl audy in Widerfprudy mit dem pipitifden Begriff
cined dyriftliden Staates. Sclichlih nodh dies: Wobl fagt ein Luiberas
ner: .Jedem Velenninisteil dbas volle Recht und bad Seinel” sc. auf politis
fdhem ®cbiet. Uber dad ift dod) nidht Roms Spradje! Hier Hat man nod)
immer geBirigen Refpelt vor der Bulle Unam Sanctam; und baf biefe
Bulle nidt alte Gejdidhte ift, Hat Leo XIIL. nidjt gerade fanft bemiefen.
Bad Manner twie bon Gayl wollen, fann man berjtehen und miicdigen;
aber man crtvartet bon ifnen eine reine, fHare Sprade, die Iein Deuteln
gulaft. XTI,
BortragBarbeit unferer BVritber in Deutidland. 1lnjere Wrilber in
Deutidland geugen jdon feit Idngerer Jeit audy durd) difentliche Bortrdge.
fiber bic Vortragdmiffion in Hannover beriditet Hansd Sirften in der ,Freis
Yicdhe”, baf die Vortragsverfantmlungen bdort ungemein gut befudhé twaren.
©ie fanben vom 17. bi8 gum 19. Movember vorigen Jahred ftakt. Der
Redner war P. Fr. Hiibener, und in feinen Voririgen wandte er fidh aus
meift gegen bie ungliubigen ¥nbinger ded Tannenbergbunbes. Die Thes
men lauteten: ,RNidjt Ludendorff und Frau, fondern JEjus und die Wibel,
Paulus und Luiher”; ,Der Chrijt und die Judenfrage”; .Getvipheit ilber
ba8 feben nad) bem Tod.” Der qrofe Saal ded Vercindhaufed auf ber
Pringenjtraje war jedbedmal gedrdngt voll. In den BVortrigen urde dbars
gelegt, baf die Streife um Qudendorjf feine Siinbe Fennen und Ieine Siinber
fein wollen. ©o Balten jie e8 filx mit der Wilirde cined .aufredjten Mens
fien” nidjt vercinbar, Gott um Vergebung der Siinden au bitten. . Damit
aber war der cigentlidhe Gegenfais zum Chriftenglauben aufgegeigt”, fdreibt
P. ftizjten, ,unbd der Redner fand Gelegenfeit, gerade daran das Wefen bed
@hriftentums argumadien. So boten dic Vorirdge reidhlid) Gelegenheit gum
Belenninid ber MWabrheit ded Evangeliums.” 3. T .
Glocthe Doftor der Theologie. AME Nadjirag gur Gocthefeier beridtet
ba8 ,CEb. Deutidland”, dbaj Gocthe aud) theologijher Doftor twar. Wic
lefen: ,Bum Gocthejalhr mag die toeithin unbefannte Tatfadje nidjt bers
fiegen bleiben, dbaf Goethe bei feinem fiinfaigidhrigen Dienjtjubildum
bon ber Univerfitdt Jena den iheologijen Doftorhut crhiclt, und ahvar |
tweil e ,al8 Sdopfer eined neuen Geifted in ber Wiffen{daft und ald Herrs
fder in dem Reid) freier Gedanfen dad twahre Intereffe ber Stirdje und ber
ebangelijdien THheologie maditig geforbert’ Habe. Wenig belamnt ift aud,
bafy Johann Friedrid Stard, defjen ,Morgens und Abenbanbadten froms
mer Ehriften auf alle Tage bed Yabres* nod) Heute toeit verbreitet find und
biel benuist merben, ein Onlel Gocthes war. Frau YUja ging befonbed
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gern in feine Gotteddienfte; ihre Sdjwefter lvar mit Stard, ber ebans
gelifdjer Prediger und SNonfiftorialrat in Frantfurt a. M. war, berheiratet.”
©o fehr 8 und befrembet, baf eine theologifdhe Falultit cinem Manne wie
@oethe bie theologijde Doftoriviirbe verleibt, {o natiirlid) mug und bdies
bod) aud) anbererfeitd erfdjeinen, wenn man bebenit, ivad man zu Goethed
Beit (und aud) bielfad) Heute nodj) unter ,evangelijdier ThHeologie” bers
ftand. An der Univerfitdt Jena untervidhtete damald ber .NRationalift”
Peinrid) Eberhard @ottlob Paulus, ber ,ilber Eregefe und fhjtematifdhe
Theologic [a3”. Was ex Ddaritber lad, ivar bem grofien Egoiften Gloethe
aud ber Secle gefproden. Die .Beredjtigleit, die bor Gott gilt”, mwie
Ruther im Romerbricef bie dixaioodvy deov iiberfeht, berlelrie er in ,gotts
gefiillige Medht{daffenheit aus Nbergeugungstreue”, und er jtarb mit dem
Belfenninid auf den Lippen: .Jcdh ftefe redtidaffen vor Gott durd) das
Wollen be8 NRediten.” Dad Hat ihm Goethe am ESdluf feined ., Faujt”
ehrlid) nadjgejproden. Daf iibrigens Heutzutage folde Menner wie Fosd=
bid, Cadman u.a. ,Doftoren der Theologic” {ind, ift eine cbhenfo grofe
Sdymad) filr dad cbangelifdie Chriftentum ivie die Verleifung bder theos
logifden Doltoriviitbe an Goethe. Nadydenfen migen iir Hierbei audy
iiber einen anbern Punkt, namlid daf einjt Jena cine Hodiburg des Tuthes
rijhen Belenntnifjes, jelbjt gegen Wittenberg, mwar. J.T.Mm
iiber bad Jubentum ber Welt. Die ,Cv.sQuth. Freilivdhe”, da3 Blatt
unjerer Vriider in Dentidland, entnimmt dem ,NReidhsboten” folgende in-
tereflante Anfidliifje itber bie Juben: ,,Der Freund Jdraeld’ in Vafel
tweijt auf bie BVerfdjiebung dex jitdbifden Bevdlferung Hin. Die Jubenjdaft
ber gangen Welt tvird anf 3wdlf Millionen gefdiiigt. MWihrend nod) vor
Jahrgehuien der grifte Teil ber Jubenfdjaft in Polen twohnte, Hat fidh nun
cine grofe WYeridicbung der Juben nad) Weften vollogen. Die Juben
find in eciner Wilferivanderung grogen &tild begriffen. Der BVerjud), den
Strom der Juden nad) Paldjtina abgulenten, ijt gefdheitert, da bad bers
armte Palajtina hodjtend eine Million Menjdien erndhren fann, bon denen
brei Wiertel bodenjtindige avabijdje Wilferftamme find. Die jiidijde Ve=
vilferung ergof fid) guerft in der Haupifadie nad) Deut{dland, Englanbd,
Sranfreid) und Holland. Dad Haupteintwanderungdgebict war aber jdon
Iange Nordbamerila. Die Wereinigten Staaten gdahlien 1818 3,000 Juben,
1888 twaren ¢8 400,000, 1905 1132 Millionen, 1927 4,228,029, 1931 414
Millionen. Die jtreng gehandhabte Cinwanderungsquote Amerilad vermag
den Strom bder jiibifden Cintvanderer nidht gu Hemmen, da die Juben nidt
al8 cin Defonbered Wolf gezibhlt werden, fondern iiberall unter der Duote
ifrer Gajtvslfer fallen, fo dbaf alfo bie Juben ald eingiged unter allen Bils
Tern ben Vorteil haben, bald ald8 Englinder, bald ald8 Frangojen, Deutidje,
NRujfen uftv. in Amerifa ecinguvanbdern.” oL
Geifterfiillte Ranbibaten ber Theologie. D. Stittel ausd Tiibingen {dhreibt
BeBergigendiverte Worte iiber bie theologifdien Stanbdiaten, die bie Sirdje
Gaben follte. Wir begichen und auf cinen Auffaly in bder ,Algemeinen
Cb.-LQuth. Sirdjenzeitung” bom 18. Januar. CEr fagt dort: ,Bor gehn
Sahren, in ben Beiten, al3 bie Pfarrer in Mitteldeutidland in die Fabrilen
gehen muften, twaren tvenige, bie e3 mwagten, Theologie gu ftudieren, benn
niemand foufte, ob 8 in Juhunft nod) Pfarrbejolbungen geben twiicde.
Wenn der Herbjtiturm durdy die Baume raujdt, fallen bie biirren Vldtter
und Boeige. Aber die wenigen, die bamals Pfarrer werben mollten, twuften
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warum. Mein Heimgegangener Freund Giinther Holftein fagte einmal au
mic: ,8ib mic Gundert junge Menjdjen, in benen bie Vot{daft des Evans
gelium8 gur lebendigen Flamme getvorden ift, und Deutjdland icd in
Bevegung fein.’ CEr filgte Hingu: ,Jhr §abt gu biele Pfarrer- und Theos
Togen, bic fid) al8 Beamte fiihlen; bder Heilige Geift braudit Menfden, die
von allem, iva8 bindet, geldjt jind, fo ivie Iwir e8 ald Solbaten im borbers
ften Graben lvaren.! PHeute liegt ¢ oic ein Flud) auf dbem theologifden
Studium, baf 8 cin berhilini8mipig ,ausfidtsreided’ ift gegeniiber ber
itberfitllung aller andern Verufe und Studien. E8 gibt Heute twieder einen
Thpusd bed ,Sonjunfiurtheologen’. Wehe ber Stirdje, die nidt adjtgibt, ihm
ben Bugang gum PHeiligtum zu mwehren; denn mehr ald durd) alle Jrrs
tiimer irvender Menfden wird die Sadje de8 Evangeliums befledt durd
bie unreinen Hande derer, die unter dbem nfdjein, ihm au dienen, Getvinn
unb Ehre und LAusdjidhten juden.” E3 ift getvil twahr, daf; die ficde redit
gldubige Paftoren ndtig Hat. Aber dariiber dbarf man nidht iiberfehen,
baf bie Diener der Stirdje aud) r e dj t gldubig fein miiffen; fonjt fahet fie
ftrad8 in ©dywdrmerei und Aberglauben Hinein. D. Stittel ftimmt in feinen
weiteren Nusfiirungen dem Vorjdilag D. Hirfd)' bei, dafy die jungen Theos
Togen nad) abgelegtem Cramen jid) ecjt ,in der freien Arbeit eines Cvans
geliften und Boltdmiffionars bewihren” follten, che fic eine fejte Anftellung
erhalten. L.
Roman Catholic Educational Work in China.— That the Roman
Catholic Church has grasped fully the nced of educational work in propa-
gating its religion in China is shown by the annual official statistics for
1931—32, which have been released recently by the Synodal Commission.
The Central China Post of Hankow reports these statistics as follows: —

“Doctrine Schools .......... 0,442 Enrolment ......... 188,018
Lower Primary Schools ..... 3,177 Enrolment ......... 107,618
Upper Primary Schools .... 300 Enrolment ......... 15,600
Lower Middle Schools ...... 73 Enrolment ......... 8,005
Upper Middle Schools ...... 28 Enrolment ......... 1,637
Normal Schools ............ 25 Enrolment ......... 636
Special Schools ............ 108 inrolment ......... 6,752
Universities ............... 3 Enrolment ......... 830
Total schools ........... 13,255 Total enrolment.. 330,485
“Major and minor seminaries for the education of clerical aspirants are
not included in these statistics.” FREDERICK BRAND.

National Biamese Christian Church. — We take the following from
the Christian Century: “The National Christian Council of Siam, or-
ganized in 1930, will meet in Bangkok next week to consider the proposed
constitution for a National Siamese Christinn Church. Preceding this
meeting, there will be a conference of Siamese Christians. The Pres-
byterians have the principle missionary work in Siam, but the Church of
England and the English Disciples have some stations.” We are told that
Siam is a Buddhist state, but that it has always manifested religious
tolerance and that missionaries have received friendly treatment. Accord-
ing to the constitution the king has to be an adherent of the Buddhist
religion, but the same constitution proclaims the principle of religious
liberty for all its citizens. A.
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Bum Aolehen D. Theobor Naftans. n einer Mitteilung ber . E.2. 2.~
diicfen micr Hier nidht fdtveigend boriibergehen. EB ijt bie3 die Nadjridht
iiber den Tod D. Theobor Staftans. Wit lefen bort: ,.Am 26. Nobember
tourde in BVaben=Baden der efemalige Genexalfuperintendent fiir Schlesivig
D. Theobor Staftan, Wicll, Gelh. Oberlonfiftorialrat, dburd einen fanften Tod
im fediBundaditzigiten [ebensjahr von Goit bem HEren in die Eivigleit
abberufen. Wiewohl dad [ebensiver? diefed feltencn Manned unmitielbar
vor bem Neubau unjerer Landeslirdje in ihrer Heutigen Verfafjung abges
{dloffen tvar, Hat feine geifteBmaditige Perjinlidhleit unb ihre LebensSarbeit
unferer Heimatlivdje ein bleibended Crbe Hinterlaffen. Der Name D. KNaf-
tan8 ird nidht nur unter und fortleben, er bleibt mit feinem gejamtent
Wirlen mit der Gejdhichte unjerer Lambeslirdhe fiir immer berbunden. ...
Cein umfafjended Wiffen, feine grimdlidje theologijde Durdjbildbung, jeine
ticfe und feft im Cbangelium ber Sdrift wurzelnde Frommigleit und nidt
aulest bad ihm eigene Charid8ma bder Sirdjenleitung Haben ihim iwidhrend
feined gangen AUmtslebend cine fiihrende Stellung in unjerer Lanbdestirdje
gefichert. . .. Weit iiber den Mahmen feines cigentlidhen Amied Hinausd
hat er maggebenden Einfluf imt Gejamtleben bed Luihertums Deutjdlands,
ja der Welt ausdgeiibt. Die Eifenadjer Nirdjentonferenz, ber Deutide Coan=
gelijdie Stirdjenansfduff undb bie Algemeine CGvangelijdh=Luiherijde Ston=
feren3 Baben in ihn einen ihrer Hervborragenditen Mitarbeiter gefehen, dem
in ber Vertretung der Tutherijden Stirdje Hohe Aufgaben anvertraut mucben.
Sein Wort Hatte durdijdhlagende Stvaft, und fein treffjichered lrteil, bon dem
feine gablveidjen fdjriftftellexijden Azbeiten in tveitejter Firdjlidher DHifents
lidhfeit Jeugnis ablegten, Haben ihm dem Nuf cined eingigartigen Sadj=
toalters bes Luifertums eingetragen.”

Wir fonnen died Lob der ,U. €. L. N.“ wofl berjtehen, wollen audy
feineSwegs die Holhe Vedbeutung Staftans fiic die bentjdlindijde evangelijche
Stixdje unterjdjipen. Staftans pojitiver Standpuntt ijt fiic biele zum Segen
gemworden.  Namentlid) in feinen {pateren Jahren, und bejonbders tvenn er
fitc das prattijdie Bolf jdrich und xebete, fonnte Saftan Tine irejfen, bdie
aud) befenntnistrene Lutheraner in unferm Sinme nur erfreuen fonnten.
Dod) dem Lob, dafy Staftan ,cin cingigartiger Sadjivalter ded Luthertums”
toar, Ionnen mwir nidt {o ofne tweitered uftimmen. Am Sarge ded Cnts
{dlafenen hat ihm Wijdjof D. Voltel von Stiel die Worte nadigerufen: ,Jn
feinem Antrittshictenbricf bom Jahre 1886 begeidinete er 8 al3 feine ihn
bon (Jott an der Stirdje geiviefene Aufgabe, dad teure Erbe der Viter uns
verfalidit und ungejdymilert zu betvahren, das alte Evangelium von JE[u
Ghrifto, bem Sofine Gotted, der unfer eingiger Troft ijt im Leben und im
©terben, und auf bap joldes redjt gefdjehe, diirfe Luthers Geift und LQuithers
Axt nid)t bon un3 teidjen.” Aber dic ShHwide Saftand hat ex gleidh Jelbit
angegeben, twenn er tveiter fagte: ,Der Heimgegangene ift mit allem Nady=
dbrud fiir dic THheologic ald Wifjenfdiaft eingetreten und Hat ihre Cigenart
baBin pragifiert, daf jie Wiffen[daft ijt von der nur dbem Glauben ugings
lidjen Eelbjtoffenbarung Glotted in Ehrijtus, und er Hat geforbert, dafy bie
Theologie Ivic jede andere Wifjenidhaft ihre Arbeit borausjebungslos und
methodifd) treibe. Bon joldher Grundauffafjung der ThHeologie Ger Hat er
felbjt in ber mwifjenidafilifen Beaxrbeitung ded Chrijftentums Bebeutended
geleijtet.” @erade Hicrin Iag, ivie gefagt, die Sdjvide Saftans; er Hat fidh
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bon feinem ,Rit{dlidhen Crbieil” nidt redit freimadjen Wnnen. Die Folgen
ber faljdhen Boraudfefung, daf bie .THeologie ivie jede andere MWiffens
{daft ihre Wcbeit borausfepungdlod8 und methodbifdh treiben” miiffe, Hat
D. 8 Picper in feiner ,Chrijtliden Dogmatil” geniigend Geleudjtet. Ehen
ngu! Staftan bie Theologie wie jede andere Wiffen{dhaft trieh, o leugnete er
bie Berbalinfpiration ber Schrift und erflirte die Jungfrauengeburt unfers
gottliden Peilandes fiic ,religits ertlos”. Damit Hat fi) aber Saftan
von ber Sdjrift und vom Nutherifhen Belenninisd lodgefagt; er war mobers
ner Theolog, ,WirklidhleitdBmenfd)”, dbem bdas ,theologijdhe Erlebnis” melhr
galt al3 bie Sdjrift felbft. Das ift Teine Sdmihung Sbaftans, jondern bad
Ilnt cr felbjt ausgejproden (,Diec mobderne Theologie, die idh vertrete, beugt
fid unter Teine nur Gufere YAutoritdt”). Allerdings findet fidh gumeilen
aud) bei Staftan jene .gliidlide Infonfequeng”, die in der Praxid ein bers
Tehrted Pringip verneint, und jo ijt e3 gefommen, dafy ThHeodor Saftan oft
gang al8 Sdyrifttheolog aufirat, lehrte und prattigierte. J. T M.

»®chirt bad wirtlide Ausfdreiben ber Predigt sur BVorbereitung
auf bic Predigt?” Mit diejer Frage bejddftigt fidh .Scrift und BVes
!ttmhl!ﬂ" in cinem lingeren Yufjap. Jnterefjant war uns dabei, wasd ba
iiber eingelne groje Prediger gejagt wird. So lefen mwir iiber Sarl Gerol
(11880): ,ESeine Predigten twaren vor allem aufgebaut auf dem fittligen
Grund bes Fleifjed und der Trene. Sie find bon der erjten bid zur lepten
nlffs griindlidijte durdidadit und bis ind eingelne jorgfiltip ausgearbeitet,
todrtlid) niebergefdriecben (mit Harer, wic geftodjener Handfdhrift) unb
memoriert.” iiber ben grofen Berliner Dberfofprediger Nubdolf Stigel
(+1806) finben tvix dbad folgenbe Urteil: ,Seine [meiftechafte] Prebdigte
tveife madite bie genaue Worbereitung unbedingt notig. Sogel arbeitete
jede Prebigt mit der peinlidhjten Sorgfalt, wunter vielfadjen Storrefiuren
bed Stongepts, aus. Faft immer lag, wenn ex bie Stangel bejtieg, jdon die
nadjftfolgenbe Predigt fiic die Domlangel fertig in feinem Pult, damit er
nidt burd) unvorfergejehene Amtsarbeiten an ber jorgfiltigen Ausarbeis
tung gefinbert miicde. Ebhenjo genau, wie fie gefdjricben twar, mwurde fie
memoriert (bgl. ben fiir ifn bezeihnenden Ausjprudy: ,Wir Prediger Haben
fo oft Gelegenbeit, uns griindlidh su blamicren, dbafy ¢ desd fiinjtlidhen Mits
tel8 ber Nidhtvorbereitung nidt erjt Gedarf, um biejen Cffelt zu ergielen’).”
Das find filc uns widhtige Exempel, die wir bodh Teine Gerols und Nigels find.

J. 2. M.

Spain Uses the Property of Jesuits to Relieve Suffering.—In
the Lutheran of November 17, 1932, we read: “The Spanish Cortez [Par-
liament] has passed a bill ordering the distribution of more than thirty
million dollars for ‘social welfare.’ The fund was obtained by the con-
fiscation of the property of the Jesuits, whose order was dissolved last
January. Spain, prior to the revolution dethroning King Alfonso, was
most cordial to Catholic monastic orders, some of which found refuge there
when neighboring nations became unfriendly to their institutions. The
founder of the Jesuits was Ignatius Loyola, of Spanish birth, whose mili-
tary career was interrupted and who then became a soldier of Jesus. The
order was formally incorporated in 1540 by the Pope.” A.
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