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because there were no successors to continue it. Gr8ssel ( p.19) 
Jt,tidM 

claims that Helling was not really missionary in spirit in this rather . -~ 
torpid age or missions, for a) Abyssinia was practically a Christian 

"{l.o-
land, even though the Church there had many errors and individualities 

in doctrine and cultus. b) He may have been attracted ~hither by a 

general curiosity which at that time was quite common because of 

various reports coming from that land, - Ernst the Pious, Duke of 

Saxe-Gothe, ca. 1660 at his own expense sent Lutheran missionaries 

into Russia, and in 1663 sent an embassy to Abyssinia, one purpose 

or which was to gain news of Hailing. The or1ental1st Wansleb went 

along on this embassy. But the embassy never reached its destination. '" ,~­- Another such had been sent to Persia from the court of Gotha in 1635 

in which Paul Jflemming { author of the famous hymn: 11 In allen meinen 
IJ...;/" 

Thaten") took part. Its events are v1ell described by Adam Olearus. But 
WI'~ 

it too had no results among the Mohammedan people• - So too there were 
�~�~� 

several other minor and individual attempts at foreign missions in this 

period, yet nothing in the line of a united effort. While these 

incidents hardly deserve a place in mission history, they do show 

evidences of a true missionary spirit at the time. The one remar~ly 
A 

f ,.;,<IC 
notewor~y effort of this century which was a real missionary enterprise 

was that of Justinian von Welz, of which we shall treat later. We 

naturally ask, why was it that the German Lutherans had such an 

inactive aspect towards foreign missions? 
�~� 

Among the reasons indicated before, mention was made of the neg~tive -u---
attitude of prominent Lutheran·theologians as regards foreign missions. 

This was indeed a decisive factor. The-interpretation of the miss'~rtarJ 

command and of the doctrine of the call affected greatly their fo~& ign 

mission activity. So it is not so amazing that they were inactive in 

this field. They saw only .the duty in their certain sp'BBre of labor 
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and not the full extent of mission demands in the entire world. As 

Thompson expresses it, they are like a gladiator who is in the 

clutches of a boa constrictor a"nd must free himself or perish; his 

thoughts are not that he must later use his power and strength for 

other necessary things, but he is all c6ncerned about his present 

crisis. 

If yet a t t h is time there was no mission activity, still in the 
-t/1,t,a. . 

17th, century and onwards mission ideas emerge more and more. But these 
"le• e-c,J..­

ideas met with t he bitterest opposition on the part of some of the most 

noted leaders of orthodoxy. Following Gr8ssel (pp. 94 a 95), the 

representatives or these i deas may be divided into three groups: 1) 

Such as di d not recognize a duty resting on the Church to send out 
,-- 7.C, ..... 

missionaries, bu t who i mputed to colonizing Christian rulers of' heathen 
'o.o.,cii' 

peoples the right a"nd even the duty of christianizing these. 2) Such 

as owned i n pri nc ipl e t he missionary duty of the Church, but awaited 
God 18 

un.~istakeable sign thereto and therefore did not deem the time 

and oppor tuni t y sui t able for the practical discharge of this duty. 
~ 

3) Such a s wi thout reserve affirmed missions to be the business of' the 
~ 

Church. Though the number of those belonging to these latter was not so 

exceedingly large, yet it is thoroughly large enough to evidence the 

Injustice of the oft-made reproach that the 17th. century Lutheran 
. 

Church had no mission -spirit. More about that later. Let us first 

consider those theologians who had the negative mission attitude. 

It was dogmatic confusion, perverting both exegesis and history, 

which motivated the repudiation of' the missionary obligation, as Dr. 

Warnack correctly states. This consisted in substantially two ideas: 
-4" 'the missionary charge was limited to the apostles, and it was regarded 

,fa..41'" 
as historic fact that the_!e apostles had already proc1"iJnl{ed the '09sp 
~ dJ: ~ -w-Fd · ~ ~-:41 ~ , ~/ «. ~ li.. ~ - , ~ 
to the whole world; an artificial theory 1ot the apostol1~✓of'f1ce and c 
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~ .. ~ 
its diversity from ·the office or preaching was constructed, from which 

-~ 
it was inferred that the Church had no call to missions to the heathen 

-t;;-

and lacked authority to impart such a call. We here call attention to 
~ 

. the names or only the best kno,m theologians having this attitude. Men 
"'4J;/; 

like Porta, Hunnius, Ehinger, Sigwart, Johann Mueller, Balduin, .Fe~ht, 
/ A-uw..,,,., 

Brochmand, Eichsfeld, Osiander, Musaeus and Zentgrav (Aegidius Hunnius 
- ..-.-.(. 

in his Tractatus des. s. majestate, auctoritate, fide ac cert•tudine 

Sacrae Scripturae of 1591, P• 33; Christia'n Eichsfeld in his 

Orthodoxia casualis of 1655, P• 33; Johann Adam Osie.nder in his 
- l.!. 

Theologia moralis of 1678, P• 267; Johann Musaeus in his Introductio 

in Theolog iam of 1679, P• 448; Johann Paul Hebenstreit in his 

Dissertatio de moralis Theologiae quibusdam adminiculis of 1?04, p. 396; 
..fk~ 

M. Conrad Porta in his Pastorale Luther! of 1591, P• 18; Johann Georg 
I fill'? , 

Sigwart in his Pred1g t vom Amt der Kirchendiener und Zuh.8erer of 16091 

P• 8; Friedrich Balduin in his Tractatus de casibus conscientiae of 
. I) 

1628, P• 69; Philipp Nicolai in his Historia regni Christi, I, cap. l) 

furnished exege tica~1, dogmatical and historical proofs to their own 
7/1-.J. 

satisfaction and to tha t of many church members of the day to show that 

none but the apostles had the call to preach the Gospel to every 

creature and that they had fulfilled this call by composing the New 

Testament Scriptures. Other eminent theologians like Praetorius, 

Calixtus and Johann Ernst Gerhard( son of Johann G. · oerhard) argued 

that the commission of C;hrist was given to the Church and that to°7e1gn 
. ~ 

mission work ought to be done by the state for the Church. Char-acte+ti 
J.,r. l 

of this sentiment of Orthodoxy- are the two following testimonie~ from 

authoritative quarters which were of far-reaching influence. 
l6 S1 

The Austrian Count Erhardt, Truohsess · or Wetzhausen, in 1651 

a'°'d.dressed the Theological Faculty ·of Wittenberg, which was one of the 

leading representatives .of Lutb.~ran Ortho~oxy, in 
ly -,;...wa -1 ;-· ~ ... , · ~~-7 ~ -..ou-.. 1""d ·.&4w ta.- "' 

missionary question. sending various questions to 

---aspect to a thorouglj 
: -4-J...1 r -

this body for an ~ 



-40-
. 

Opinion, he in the sixth one dealt mainly with the neglect of f;/;ign 

missions by the Lutherans. All of the questions were designated as 
/Aw,-. 

"Religionsskrupel, welche unter dem Nahmen des Hochwohlgebornen Herrn 
~, 

Erhardt, des heiligen R8mischen Reiche Grafen, TrUchsess zu Wetzhausen, 

Kaiserlicher MajestHt Kammerh~rrn und Obristen, der Universitlt 

Wittenberg und Wien den 27ten. Februar, Anno 1651, auffzul8sen zuge­

fertiget, samt bei gefiigter Beantwortung, hie bevor auf Begehren 
. ..4t-.k.. 

gestellet". The to us important sixth Skrupel read: "Weil der Glaube . 
-c.c., 

allein aus dem Pr edig t kommt, m8chte Ich wissen, wie Orient, Meridies 
- -t-

und Occident werde zum allein seligmachenden Glauben bekehret werden, 
- "4-,1 

weil Ich niemand der Augsburgischen Confession hinziehen sehe, alldort 
. --zu predigen , und so viel 100,009 Menschen vom Verderben zu ~rretten, so 

cl\. ., = """"' d,_,.,, 
billig gescl\en mdss t e , dem Befehl Christi zu gehorsamen: Ite in mundum 

cl~ 
universum et pr aedica te Evangelium omni creaturae, und zu bezeigen die -Liebe des Nichs t en, weil wir die fflr verloren halten, die nicht unsres 

Glaubens sind". In reply t h is Theological Faculty issued an Opinion 

which brought out the follo,ving ideas: 1) The command "Ite mundum 
tb 

universum" v1s'l@. only a 1'personale privilegium" of the apostles, like the 
-~. 

gift of miracles, etc. and as such was not given to their successors. 
/8 

It. has actually been already fulfilled, for cf. Mark 16, 20; Romans ' lO, 
o.eP 

18; Psalm 19, 4; Colossians 1, 23. Else by virtue of such a command all 

and every preacher, even the Pope himself, must go out 

the world, which nevertheless does not take place. And 

« /­
and preach in al 

on the gro~ of 

Acts 14, 23; 20, 18; I Peter 5, l; Titus 1, 5 it was inferred that, 
-....J 

since the apostles appointed btshops and preachers everywhere here and 
~ 

there who should teach only the Church of Christ specially entrusted to -them (e.g. Timothy in Ephasus, Tit•s on the Isle of Crete, Crescent in 
w _,'fr--t! 

Galatia, Linus in the city of Rome, Dionysius in Athens, etc.) thereto~ 
~ ~ /'o/i,.,,.f;; - u.., ,.. . .. "- .l.o-c_ .... ~°-.A,"( ~ . ... ~-••1.-f ~ 
neither the Papists nor the Lutherans have a distinct divine command t~ 
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preach 1n all the world. Rather each is bound ·to remain 1!l his chll!'ch 

to which he h a s been duly called. 2) No man is to be excused before 
-r 

God by reason ignorance, 
A 

.el! 
because He has not only revealed Himself to all 

men through the light of nature, cf. Romans 1 &.2; Acts 17, 27, but ,.__ 
also in different ages through Adam, Noah and the holy apostles He has 

- -,..c.i:.,, 
been preached to the whole human race. So if anyone is now in darlmess, 

6s 
it is the punishment for heedlessness and ingratitude. 3) It belongs to 

--.cl 
the powers.of the . s tate which has iure belli brought such sinners and 

non-Christians under its sway, and to the high sovereign authority 

which the sta te h a s over the Church, specially to promote right-;:~~hip, 
d.L.., 

build churches and schools and appoint preachers, so that everywhere the 

true lmowledge 04God shall be spread. As proof for this point the 
~~· example of the kings of Israel was cited. - The whole Opinion is exactl~ 

Vlhat Gr8sse l (pp . 84-89) says of it, 11gevriss ein Meisterstiickchen 

damaliger Exegese". 
-tr-"1& 

The same ar guments with regard to &oreign missions are se'tj/ forth 

by the great dogmatic theologian of ~ena, Johann Gerhard (died 1637). 

In his Loci Theologici (1618), especially in Locus 23 "De Ecclesia11
, 

a"'nd Locus 24 "De Ministerio Ecclesiastico", he presents a negative 
.e... 

attitude of missions to the heathen. By the vocatio universalis he also 
41:!Et 

understands the revelation of God to all men in the time of Adam, after 
t..,.,.4 

the Flood, and of the Apostels. These last actually preached the Word 

to all nations,-as e.g. in the opinion of the first historian o~ the 

evangelical Church, Matthius Flacius, the view is expressed that the 

Apostles had touched the entire world, - or at least the report o~ 

echo of their preaching had extended to all nations, as we can judge 

' ' from Acts 14, 23; 20, 18; I Peter 5, l; Titus.l, 5; Colossians 1, 6 & 

13. (Sec. 40). These nations to whom the apostles preached and from 

whom all families of nations, tongues and peoples are descendeQi ugh.t 
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---t. 
to have propagated the sincere matter of the Word to their descendants. 

That they have not done so happens by the fault of man and does not . 
- ... ..c. 

in the least prejudice either the universality of the call or divine 
-~ 

liberality. This attempt of Gerhard to maintain the reality_ of universal 
fr. 

preaehing of th~ Gospel in the apostol~c age is called by Warneck (P.•. 
~~ . . 

29) 11 an instructive illustration not only of the uncritical and naive, 
.J. 

but also dogmatically biased treatment of history which prevailed at 

the time". To repel the Romish pretention that the majority of 
l . ' 

Christians are under the sway of the Pope, Gerhard ( Sec. 186) holds 

e.g. that in Great Tartary there were more Christians than in all 
~ 

Europe, India was full of Thomasites, Egypt of Jacobites, Ethiopia was 
• 

filled with evangelica l Christians since the days of the eunuch of 
4--e. 

Candac~ converted by Philip. He protested against the Roman Catholic 

missions in America because in these islands the Gospel had long1 ago 
-..e,., 

been preached . America h ad been known th the ancients, and had later 

· only been closed. Very probably the apostolic preaching of the o{:;pel 
if "7Ar 

had reached those places long ago already, since Paul tes¥es that the 
f ol"tll. -i;.__ 

Gospel had brought fruit in/ the whole world, and in the early times 
A _..,.,,i 

of the Christian Church there was no nation known to which the sound 

of the Gospel had not reached, as was established by a host of 

quotations from Justin, Tertullian,. Jerome, Ambrose, Irenaeus, 

Chrysostom and Augustine. Thus it was argued historically that the 
- un.t -

Gospel had been in the entire worl~. - · Gerhard uproots every mission-

ary idea in his dogmatic discussions on the apostolate, which were 

invested w~th all the d~gnity of church doctrine. There we find the 
e;­

following in Locus 24, caput 5, sec. 220. In the apostolate there is t . 
be regarded: 1) the ministry of preaching the Gospel and admini~tdring 

,,_1. 
the sacraments with the power of the keys, ti 2) supervision not only 

~ 
of the flock of God but even of other presbyters, and 3) authority to 



preach in the whole world, conjoined with an immediate call, .iJ! gift 

of miracles, the prerogative of being an eye-witness, and the 
-A­

privilege of infallibility. The first two attributes of the apostle-
~ 

ship passed over to the servants and office-bearers of the church and 
/IJ-

80 were continous .functions, but with respect to the third there was 
."ld.o. 

no successor to the apostles. The command to preach the Gospel in the 
~ whole world ceased with the apostles. For these are lacking now: the 

- o,ut I 

vocatio immediata, the infallibilitas, the thaumatourgia miraculosa, 
-~ 

Christi in carne. - In Sec. 221-225 all pleas/ which might be adduc~d 

in favor of a continous missionary obligation on the part of the 

Church ( as they were by Hadrian Saravia and against whom these are 

directed) are with scholastic dogmaticism refutea as absurd. 

The real and primary reason why these men held a passive foreign 

mission attitude was their perverted doctrine of the apostolate 

and of the call. For the sake of clarity let us here briefly sumniarize 

such teachings of the dogmaticians of that time: l'he apostelate 
~ 

includes t wo offices and gifts, a) such which apply to all servan~s of 
• -A..r 

the Christiani Church, and b) such a S-pertained only to the apostles. 
. t£. 

In the former belong the preaching of the Word, administrat~on of the 
<t, 

sacraments, and the office of the Keys; to the latter the preac~ing to 

the heathen, the gift of speaking in tongues, of doing mirac~es, ;id ofi 

infallibility, as also the stipulation of .personal acquaintance with 
-u:-.1-

Christ. That which interests us here most~ namely, the assertion that 

preaching to the heathen was limited alone to the apostles, wa~de 

on arguments like these: 1) The gifts of speaking in various tongues, 

of performing miracles, and of infallibility are indispensable 

stipulations. of preaching to the heathen; but since with the death 

of the apostles, · these gifts ceased,_ so also the command to go out 
--.M 

into all the world and preach the Gospel to the heathen had no 1ongel 
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significance. 2) If the command of Christ, Matllhew 28,19 and Mark 15, 

16 pertained _to all disciples of Christ, then now yet all servants 

of Christ without exception would have to go out to the heathen. But 
~ ­

the apostles ordered each pas~or to be by his cong19egation, and there-

fore the clergy are duty-bound to remain by their o,m individual 

congregations. 

As was but natural, because of such expressions of doctr6ne the 

Lutheran Church was attacked especial~y by the Roman Catholic Church 

for its inactivity in heathen missions. The apologetics and polemics 

against such charges reveal the same perverted idea. Heinrich Eckard 
- a.oil 

endeavoured to defend the Lutheran Church against Bellarmin's reproach 
-JU>// 

by pointing out that the Roman Catholic Church had not r~ally covered 
O• r,• 

the entire world for it had not reached Asia, Africa, Egypt and GreeceJ 
"""~ but a spread of the church among all peoples is not an essential mark 

- ~ • c. - ,,_ 

of the church. Such thoughts are found in his II Pandectis Controvers1-

arum Religionis inter A. C. '.l1h.eologos et inter Pontificos 11 
( 1611 ) , 

caput 8, p.441 sq. So too the" Velitatio Epistolaris 11 
( 1631) of 

.J-

Elias Ehinger which states that the apostles had an ~mmediate call~ to 

preach the Gospel everywhere, but now nofne can prove that we have 

such a call ( p.359, 392 ). More detailedly the Catholic reproof was 

treated by Johannes Miiller of Hamburg in his II Widerlegung der 

papistischen Einwilrfe" ( 1631 ), of which the entire fourth chapter 
. -~ 

is devoted to a discussion of the conversion of the heathen, espec!all~ 

# 132. In defense of the Lutheran inactivity he lists especially two 

points: a) The command to go out into all the world affected only~e 

apostles, and no one else received a similar call, cf. Acts 20,28; 

I Timothy 1,3; Titus 1,5. b) Therefore each preacl,er or the Lutheran 

Church should remain at his own congregation to which he was called ~-­
and take care of the flock entrusted to him, er. I Peter 5,2. If then 
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{lc 
also a person of his own free will and without a command went to the 

heathen, he would handle contrary to his call. However, MHller 

recognizes the justification of heathen missions under certain 

circumstances, e.g. such may go to the heathen who have no congre­

gati_on of their O\m, yet these must be properly called to this duty 

by the government and the government must furnish the necessary-
. w. 

means. Force in conversion should not be used: not the sword and fire 

but the Word and sacraments. 

It is obvious that with such dogma~ic views and with views of - . . history so prejudiced by dogma, an impartial exposition of the mission-
t:!..--' 

ary charge was as impossible as the practical execution thereof. And 
- ... ~ ..;I· 

it was views like t hese t hat up to the 18th. century dominated almost 
.Dli, 

all orthodoxy. As long a s this narrow-mindedness remained unchanged, 
c..e.-.,..t 

missionary life in the foreign field was impossible. The change came 
tl2e 

but gradually, and meanwhile the feeble voices and endeavours of the 
-,,.,..., 

P~otestant missionaries and missionary advocates of the 17th. century 

were derided as outbursts of religious fanaticism. The missionary 

responsibility was shifted to the shoulders of the rlll.lers of the 
- ( C. 

European kingdoms who were conducting colonial enterprises in .America 
-,~ 

and Asia, and these rulers did practically ·nothing more than provide 

the colonists with an irregular supply of chaplains which was far 

from satisfactory. 
-.cof 

Good evidence of real missionary spirit at the time is revealed 
t/37, 

in the missionary element contained in some of the hymns o~ the day. 

In Germany of the 17th. century the Lutherans as a whole were not 
'7.it 

opposed to foreign missions, as these hymns well prove. It is to the 

missionary advocates such as expressed themselves in e.g. the~ •hymn 

that we owe the impetus for the great modern era of m1s·s1ons. Most 

noteworthy of such hymns and poems of that day which contained real 
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missionary elements were the following: 

1) 11 · 0 K8nig aller Ehren11 (ca. 1606) Wl'itten by Martin Behm (1657-

1688). Here we note especially the first stanza, and the last one, 
11 0 K8nig aller Eh.ran, Herr Jesu, Davids Sohn, 

Dain Reich soll ewig wlJhren, im Hlmmel 1st dein Thron. 

Hilt, dass allhier auf Erden den Mensche~ welt und breit 

Dain Reich bekannt m8g• warden zur ew•gen Sel1gke1t11 • 

11 Du woll I st in mir entzilnden dein Wort. den sch8ns.ten Stern • . 

Dass falsche Lehr' und Silnden sein von me1n 1m Herzen fern; 

Hilf, dass Ich• dich erkenne und mit der Christenheit 

Dich meinen K8nig nenne, jetzt und in Ew1gke1t11 • 

(#59, P• 36 in Lutherisches Gesangbuch.) 
/&~~ 

2) 11 Erbalt uns deine Lehre" written by Andreas Gryphius (1616-1664). 

Verse 2 is significant, 

" Erhalt dein' Ehr' und wehre dem, der dir widerspricht; 

Erleucht•, Herr, und bekehre, allwissend ewig Licht, 

Was dich bisher nicht kennet: entdecke doch der Welt, 
pll~). 

Der du dich Licht genennet, was einzig dir gef'illt11
• (#169, p.11 .. 

-12,'t6 .. 
3) 11Was alle Weisheit in der Welt", written in 1666 by Paul Gerhardt 

(1607-1676). The first half of' the first stanza, 

"Was alle Weisheit in der Welt bei uns hier kaum kann lallen, 

Das lisst Gott aus dem Himmelszelt in alle Welt erschallen" • 
• 

but especially the seventh verse is here important, 

11E1 nun, so gib, du grosser Held, Gott Himmels und der Erden., 

Dass alle Menscnen in der Welt zu dir bekehret werden. 

Erleuchte., was verblendet geht., bring wieder., was ver1rret., 

Reiss aus., was uns 1m Wege steht und f'reventl1ch verwirret 

Die Schwachen in dem Glauben. 11 /:r-'/ 

(#l.50., P• 1.00) 
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4) The hymn or Johann Heermann (1585-1647) written in 1630: 

111. O Jesu Christe, wahres Licht, erleuchte die dich kennen nicht, 

und bringe sie zu deiner Herd', das,hre seel•auch selig werd•. 

2. Erfftll 1 mit deinem Gnadenschein, die in Irrtum ·verfflhret sein, 
-w.L. 

a~ch die, so heimlich fichtet an in ihrem Sinn ein falscher Wahn. 
~, 

3. Und was sioh sonst verlaufen hat von dir, das suche du mit Gnad•, 1 

-r..:1. 
und sein verwund 1 t Gewissen hell', lass sie am Himmel haben tail. ; 

4. Den Tauben 8ffne das Geh8r, die Stumm.en richtig reden lehr•, 

die nicht bekennen wollan frei, was ihres Herzens Glaube sei. 

5. Erleuchte, die da sind verblend 1 t, bring her die sich von uns 
ge~~nt, 

versannnle die zerstreuet gehn, mach 1 feste die im zweife siehn. 

6. So warden sie mit uns zugleich auf Erden und im Himmelreich, 
,. 

h1er ze1tlich und dort ewiglich Ffir solohe Gnade preisen dich. 11 

(#175, P• 118) 
I 'Ill}, 

5) Stanza one or the hymn of Johann Gottfried Olearius (1635-1711), 

"Komm, du wertes L8segeld, dessen alle Heiden hoffen; 

Komm, o Reiland aller Welt, Tor• und Tfiren stehen often; 

Komm in ungewohnter Zier, komm, wir warten mi t Begtld:r• 11 

(J26, P• 14) 

6) The hymn of Georg Weissel (1590-1635), (#58, P• 35) 

"Nun, liebe Seel', nun 1st es Zeit. Wach' auf'J erwllg mit Lust_unr1 . .. ~r. d' .1:rreu , 
was Gott an uns gewendet: Se1n 1n lieben Sohn von Himmels Thron, 

ins Jammertal er sendet. 
...u-­

Nioht n~ den Juden bloss allein, die sein•s Geblftts und Stamm.es sei 

sondern auch allen Heiden 1st auf'ger1cht 1 t dies ew 1ge Licht, 

erleuchtet sie mit Freuden." 
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J.,J 
When eventually the mind of Protestantism had time to think about 

the full significance of its mission as the restoration of true 

Christianity, it realized with increasing clearness that the Bible . 
must be opened and the Gospel · proclaimed in the vernacular of ·eveey 

. 4-
nation, and that the circle of true Christianity is to be nothing less 

than the circumference or the earth. More and more voices spoket'; for 

foreign missions. But general historians a'\-e ~willing to find any 
- Z:.... 

indication tha t even in the 17th. century the Church of the Reformation 

felt an obligation to the heathen nations. Yet history proves that 
~ 

there were a t least various individuals to whom foreign missions were 
-, 

a matter or deep concern. The first acknowledgement of the missionaey 

duty for this time came in 1620 in the lectures of Prof. Balthasar 

Meisner (1587-1526) in Wittenberg. In the dictations he gave his 

hearers ( published 1679 ) there is found one place dealing with the 

detriment s in the church. Here, under practical needs, he lists the -~ 
want or mis s ions among the heathen, the Turks and the Jews. or Meisner 

Paul Scha ttenmann says in Schrift & Bekenntnis, J. 8, 1927, p.80: 
-( 

" Nicht erst der Pietismus, sondern ein~h orthodoxe~ Theo:J,oge, 

Balthasar Meisner, hat in seinen pia desideria von 1626 der Kirche 

ihre Missionspflicht eindringlich ans Herz gelegt. 11 

~ 
Michael Ludwig Dunte of Reval, author of a somewhat prominent book 

-. &.t. C~ 

on Casual Theology bearing the title,"Decisiones mille et sex casuum 
. 0.-j 

conscientiae, lru.rze und richtige Er8rteru.ng 1006 Gewissensfragen auf' 

vielerlei in theologischen Schulen, Predigtamt u.nd Consistorien 
/).,t-~, 

rfirfallenden Sachen und zutragenden wichtigen Fillen, von M. L. Dunte, .. 
....... 

Ratzeburg 1664, 11 , writes therein briefly how one should go about in 
-,r 

converting a ,heathen to Christ. In chapter 16 De Ecclesia, section II 

De, falsa religione, quaestio 14, p.542 he points out that if one 
.. ~~ fs ~ t..L•C3:,,'f A .1 ~ /~ •c .._;f-1 o.) ('_ ~' A ,(r~t 
wishes to convert a heathen t ~,~t){,_ he must, a) because a heathen 


