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was almost hopelessly disorganized. 

After having been indicted of polygamy, of which was openly 

guilty. Brigham Young died in 1877• 

John Taylor became the presiding authority of the Church. 

Drastic measures of the Government regarding the practice of polygamy 

forced him from public view. and he died in exile. July 25, 1887. 

Wilford w. Woodruff then succeeded to the Church Presidency. 

In 1893 a magnificent temple was dedicated in Salt Lake City. Under 

the administration of President Grover Cleveland. Utah was admitted 

into the Union as a state in 1894. Woodruff died in San Francisco 

on September 2. 1898. 

Lorenzo Snow was the next leader. He met pressing financial 

obligations by issuing two bond issues aggregating a million dollars. 

He impressed the fact on his people, that they must pay their tithes 

and offerings. Snow died in 1901. Joseph F. Smith was chosen to 

take his place. 

Financially and industrially the Mormon Church as a great trust 

owns Utah, one of the richest states in mineral wealth, agriculture.l. 

products, and manufacturing resources in the Union. The wilderness 

of 1846 has been made a goiden garden by Mormon energy. The tithing 

system nets the Church about $2,600,000 yearly. 

Mormonism 1a not confined to Utah~ but has apread to Idaho, 

Wyoming, Colorado, Arizona, Nevada, Oregon, Canada, and Mexico. 

Throuout Europe the campaign of the missionaries continues. 
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Under the leadership of Zenas H. Gurley and Jason W. Briggs, 

a number of M:>rmons-, who did not acknowledge the Presidency of Brig­

ham Young, organized a separate branch at Beloit, Wisconsin,· in June, 

1852. The official name of this branch is, •The Reorganized church 

of Jesus Church of Latter-Day Saints.• The Mormns of this branch 

believed, "that the successor of Joseph Smith, Junior, as the Pre­

siding High Priest in the Melchisedec Priesthood, must of necessity 

be the seed of Joseph Smith, Jr., in fulfillment of the law and 

promises of God.n1• That Smith himself desired this, is inferred 

from the words, "And from this time forth I appoint unto him (Hyrum 

Smith, brother of Joseph) that he may be a prophet, and a seer, and 

a revealer unto my Church as well as my servant Joseph."~• Accord­

ingly, Joseph Smith III, the son ot the first Prophet, was elected · 

President in the year 1860. Because of this policy, these partic­

ular Mormons are also called "Josephites•. Their headquarters was 

changed to Plano, Ill., then to Lamoni, Iowa, in 1881, then to In­

dependence, Mo. 

The Josephites reject the Church in Utah, the polygamy doctrine, 

the blood atonement, polytheism, that Adam is man's God, and that 

Utah is Zion. They confess the Trinity, but adopt the Book of 

Mormon and the Book of Covenants, in which the Trinity is not con­

fessed. 

1. Chas. A. Shook: The True Origin ot Mormon Polygamy, P• 149. 

2. Doctrine and Covenants, P• 441, Sec. 124, 94--quoted in •Scrap 
Book ot Mormon Literature•, by Ben E. Rich, Vol. II, P• 460. 
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Another branch of Mormonism, tho very small in number, exists 

at Independence, Mo., under the name of RThe Church of Christw, or 
/ 

•Hedrikites". The latter term has its origin in the name of the 

founder, Granville Hedrik. 

Aside from polygamy, the teachings of the Mormon sects and of 

the parent Church in Utah are substantially the same. The super­

structure of each varies in detail, but the foundation of each is 

essential ly identical. "Plant the seed sown by the 'Prophet' Smith, 

and we will always reap the terrible harvest of Utah Mormonism ••• There 

may be restraints to stunt the natural crop into oneof less open 

evil, like Josephitism; but even this will spring from the same root 

and have almost the same characteristics.•1• We shall, therefore, 

not enter upon a discussion of the variations and modifications of 

the principles of Mormonites sects, but consider Mormonism in its 

orig inal sett i ng and in its essential meaning. 

The so urce books of Mormon doctrine are designated in the preface 

of the Compendium. "We consider the Bible, Book of Mormon, Doctrine 

and Covenants, Pearl of Great Price, and Articles of Faith our guide 

in faith and doctrine.• 2• Altho the Bible is mentioned first, yet its 

position as an authority on Mormon doctrine is distinctly a secondary 

one. In the Articles of Our Faith Joseph Smith says: •we believe the 

Bible to be · the word of God, as far ae it is translated correctly; 

1. Rev. John D. Nutting, Pamphlet: Reorganized or Josepbite 
Mormonism, P• 9. 

2. From preface of •A .Compendium of the Doctrines of the Gospel.• 
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we al so believe the Book or Mormon t.o be the word or God. •1 • Another 

statement of Joseph Smith: "We believe everything which God has re­

vealed, everything which he reveals now, and we believe that he will 

-yet reveal great and important things that pertain to the kingdom of 

God. n 2 • 

Book of 
Mormon 

The Keystone of the Morlll)n religion is not the Bible 

but the "Book of Mormon.• "These last records, which thou 

hast seen among the Gentiles, shall establish the first (Bible), ••• 

And they must come according to the words which shall be established 

by the mouth of the Lamb; and the words of the Lamb shall be made 

known in the records of thy seed (in the records of the Mormons), 

as well as in the records of the twelve apostles of the Lamb; where­

fore they both shall be established in one; for there is one God and 

one Shepherd over all the earth.•3• The •one• in •both shall be 

established in one," of course, means the Book of Mormon, which is, 

according to these words, a later and more complete revelation than 

the Bible. 

Contents of 
Book of 

Mormon 

In im1 ta tion of the Bible, the Book ot Mormon is di­

vided into fifteen different books, which are named 

after their alleged authors as follows: l Nephi, 

2 Nephi, Jacob, Enos, Jarom, Omni, Words of Mormon, Mosiah, Alma, 

1. Art. 8 of •Articl~s of Faith.• 

2. Pearl of Great Price, p. 80. 

3. Book of Morlll)n, p. 25, 1 Nephi 13, 40-41-
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Helaman, 3 Nephi, 4 Nephi (the Disciple ot Jesus Christ), Mora>n, 

Ether, and Moroni. Historically, these books cover a period of about 

twenty-six centuries and describe two distinct nations, the Jareditea 

and the Nephites. The Book of Ether is an abridged history of the 

former, the other fourteen of the latter. 

According to the Book of Mormon, the first people to inhabit 

America were the Jaredites, who ca.me from the tower of Babel at the 

confusion of tongues under Jared and his brother, the latter being 

a prophet of the Lord. The Josephites say, that the Jaredites journ­

eyed northward into Armenia and from there westward over southern 

Europe to Sapin, whence they sailed in eight light ba.rges1 • and fin­

ally landed on "the east coast of Central America, near the Mouth of 

the river Motagua."2• The Bri~hamites maintain, that the Jareditea 

went eastward and finally landed on the west coast of Central America. 

At any rate, it is agreed, that the Jaredites were "directed contin­

ually by the hand of the Lord, 11 3• and that·, after a voyage of •three 

hundred and forty and four days, they did land upon the shore of the 

promised land,"4. namely Central America. Here they are said to have 

founded a government, to have built large cities, to have practiced 

1. Book of Mormon, Book of Ether 1, 5. 

2. Report of Committee on American Archeology, p. 70.--Committee 
appointed at the General Conf'erence ot the Reorganized Church, 
held at Lamoni, Iowa, April 6-19, 1894, for the purpose of pre­
paring a map of Book of Mormon history. 

3. Book of Ether, 2, 6. 

4. a·ook of Ether, 6, 11-12. 
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the arts and customs of an advanced civilization. From Central 

America, the Jaredites are said to have spread northward until, fin­

ally, they included within their boundaries all the territory ot the 

present United States. After about sixteen hundred years, two power­

ful political factions became involved in a fierce war of extermin­

ation. The savage battling finally narrowed down to a handful of 

warriors on both sides. "When the night came they had all fallen 

by the sword save it were fifty and two ot the people of Coriantumr, 

and sixty and nine of the people of Shh.• 1 • A hand to hand struggle 

between the two leaders ended in the death of Shiz.2 • This final 

battle took place at "Hill Rarnah•, -also called Mt. Cu.morab, or Riplab, 

in western New York about 600 B.C. Of the entire nation only Cor-

1antumr a.nd Ether, a prophet, remained. Ether wrote a history of 

his people on a set of plates and •bid them in a manner that the 

people of Limlie did find them.•.3• 

About the time the terrible war mentioned above was desolating 

North America, there was dwelling, according tot.a Book ofMormon, 

at Jerusalem at the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah, King of 

Judah, a prophet by the name ot Lehi. Lehi had four sons, namely 

Laman, Lemuel, Sam, and Nephi. Because of the wickedness of the city, 

Lehi was commanrted by God to take his family and depart into the 

wilderness.4• The family of Ishmael was induced to join Lehi.5• 

1. Book or Mormon, P• .509, Book of Ether, 15, 2.3. 

2. Book of Mormon, P• .509, Book of Ether, 15, 29-,31. 

.3. Book of' Mormon, P• 509, Book of Ether, 15, .33. 

4. Book of' Mormon, P• .3, 1 Nephi 2, 2. 

5. Book of Mormon, P• 1.3, 1 Nephi (1, 22. 
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After eight years Nephi, by the command or God, built a ship, and tbe 

two fBlllilies launched out into the Indian Ocean. 1 • Arter a storm~ 

voyage, 1• they landed on the coast of Chili, not far from the thirtieth 

degree, south latitude. 112• Nephi at once began to keep a record of 

his people. This was about 590 B.C. In course of ti•, Lehi died, 

and the company broke up into two contending factions, the Nephites 

and the Lamani tes, named after the sons Nephi and Laman, who led in 

the quarrel and divided the two families. The Nephites were en­

lightened, civilized, and righteous, while the Lamanites were 

ferocious and wicked.3• 

Sometime after the division, the Nephites 1110ved northward into 

what is now Colombia and Venequela, then called Zarahemla, where they 

discovered a colony of people called Mulekites or Zarahemlaites, who 

had come over from Jerusalem about the time of its destruction by 

Nebuchadnezzar, under Mulek, one ot the sons of Zedekiah. Here, too, 
4 

Coriantumr, the last of the Jaredites, was found. A divine vision 

had directed him to this new people of the Lord. The Nephites and 

the Zarahemlaites merged into one people.4• 

The Nephites sent out colonies into CentralADrioa and Mexico 

and, finally, into the United states, so that in the short space of 

one thousand years, notwithstanding their wars with the Lamanites, 

they inhabited the greater portion of North America. Christian 

1. Book of Mormon, P• 34-40, 1 Nephi 17-18. 

2. Report of Committee on .American Archaeology, P• 11. 

3. Book of :Mormon, P• 108, Book of Jacob, 1, 13-14. 

4. Book of Mormon, P• 129-132, Book of Omni. 
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churches were organized and flourished. A few days af'ter Jesus• 

crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension in Judea, he is alleged 

to have appeared to his people in America in his human body, and re­

mained forty days, preaching, performing miracles, ordaining twelve 

apostles , and otherwise establishing the faith of his people. 1• 

.A few years later the whole country is reported converted. The 

entire population of both continents, the Lamanites of South America 

and the Nephites of North America, was enrolled in Christian churches. 

For nearly two hundred years a complete millennium prevailed.2 • 

However, increased wealth and prosperity brought about relig­

ious declension and apostasj from the faith. The apostates assu.d 

the old name of Lamanites and their old hatred of religion. The 

religious element, the Nephi tes, were not strong enough to cope w1 th 

the wicked Lamanites. The decisive battle was fought about 400 A.O. 

near "Hill Cumorah• in western New York, the siuae place where about 

a thousand years before the Jaredites had been wiped out. The Nephites 

were all extermined, except Mormon and twenty four others.3• 1lost of 

the escaped Nephites joined the infidel Lama.nites, who thus came into 

full possession of both continents, where they were found, it is alleged, 

by Columbus upon the discovery of America. 

Before the war of exteraination had. ended, llorJDDn, the leader 

of the Nephites, gathered up all the records of his predecessors and 

l. Book ot Mormon, P• 42lff, 3 Nephi 11ft. 

2. Book ot Mormon, P• 4.56-459, 4 Nephi. 

3. Book ot Mor110n, p. 470, Book of Mormon 6, 11. 
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made an abridgment of their writing• on golden plate■ , which he then 

turned over to his son Moroni. 'llormon ·was hunted down and killed 

by the Lamanites. Moroni hid himselt trom his enemies, finished the 

record of his people upon the plates, and deposited them in the 

sacred "Hill Cumorah", 1 • near Palmyra, New Yori'.. Moroni then ascended 

into heaven. 

Alleged 
origin 

This Moroni, it is alleged by the Mormons, appeared at 

different times to Joseph Smith Jr. in the form of an 

angel a.nd revealed, that the fullness of the Gospel would at some 

future time be made known unto him. Joseph was informed, that he wa■ 

chosen of God to bring about the purposes of a new and glorious Gos­

pel dispensation. 2 • Finally, Moroni revealed to Smith the hiding 

place of the ancient records of God's people, who had liTed in Aaer­

ica. •Moroni, who deposited the _plates in a hill in Manchester, 

Ontario County, New York, being dead and raised again therefrom, 

appeared unto me (Smith), and told me where they were, andgaTe me 

directions how to obtain them. I obtained them, and the Urim and 

Thummim with them, by means of which I translated the plates. And 

thus came the book of Mormon.•3• Smith •discovered• the records at 

the foot of the sacred •Hill Cumorah• on the 22nd of September, 1827. 

The plates had the appearance of gold. Each plate was about six .in­

ches wide, eight inches long, and not quite as thick as common tin. 

L Book ot Mormon, P• 472f, Boole ot Kor110n 8. 

2. For complete account••• •Pearl of Great Price•, P• 81-101, and 
•History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,• 
Vol. I, ch. 1-6. 

3. Compendium, P• 305. 
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They were filled with engraving•, Saith says, in Egyptian characters 

and bound together in a volume a• the leaves or a book, with thne 

rings running thru the whole. With the records a curious inatrWDent 

was found, called Urim and Thummim, which consisted of two trans­

parent stones set in the rim of a bow fastened to a breastplate.1 • 

Thru the medium of these huge spectacles, Snith maintains, that he 

translated the record.2 • 

Oliver Cowdery, David Vlhitmer, and Martin Harris assisted Smith 

in preparing the Book of Mormon for publication. These three men 

made a formal testimony regarding the authenticity and integrity or 

the Book of Mormon. Soon after, another testimony wa• obtained 

from eight other witnesses, who had been permitted to view the plates.3• 

V/hen the translation of the Book of Mormon was completed, the 

copyright was secured, June 11, 1829, by Joseph Smith Jr •• •Author 

and Proprietor.• The work of publication, which occupied seven months, 

was placed in charge of Mr. Egbert Grandin, of Palmyra, New York, who 

agreed to pring five thousand copies for the sum of three thousand 

dollars. Martin Harris paid th~ bill. J. H. Gilbert set the type. 

True 
origin 

A close examination of the character of Joseph Smith Jr. 

furnishes a fitting introduction to the true origin of 

the Book of Mormon. 

1. Apostle Parley P. Pratt: •A Voice of Warning•, P• 73--quoted in 
•The True Origin of the Book ot Mormon•, P• 4--cbaa. A. Shook. 

2. er. Whitmer's Address, P• 12, quoted in •True Origin of Book of 
Mormon", P• 6. 

3. Both testimonies at the beginning ot the Book ot Mormon. 
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The early life of Joseph Smith Jr. wa- spent in an e"fllironment 

of superstition and deception that well fitted hi■ for the part he 

was to play as theprophet or •the new dispensation.• His father 

was a man of questionable veracity and indolent habits. He spent 

most of his time practicing ceremonies of a mysterious nature, in 

order that he might discover lost mines and buried treasure. Joseph's 

mother indulged in dreams and was a fortune-teller.1 • With the~• 

examples before him, it was quite natural, that Joseph Jr. also fell 

into questionable habits and engaged in dark practices. The character­

istics of the Smith family were well known thruout the immediate 

neighborhood. "We, the undersigned, have been acquainted with the 

Smith family for a number of years, ••• and we have no hesitation in 

saying , that we consider them destitute of that moral character, which 

ought to entitle them to the confidence of any community. They were 

particularly famous for visionary projects, spent much of their time 

in digging for money •••• Joseph Smith, Senior, and his son Jeaeph, 

were in particular considered entirely destitute of morai character 

and addicted to vicious habits.•2
• 

The moat damaging piece of evidence against the character of 

Joseph Smith, Jr. is that of Oliver Cowdery, the chief scribe of 

Smith in preparing the Book of Mormon, andone of the three witnesses 

to that book. nThere was a time when I thought myself able to prove 

to the satisfaction of every man that the translator of the Book of 

1. Mrs. Dr. Horace Eaton: •Handbook on Morm::>nism•, p. 1. 

2. Statement or Fifty-One Citizens of Palmyra, Rew York. 
in Chas. A. Shook's •True Origin of the Book of Mormon•, 

Quoted 
P• 34t. 
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llormon was worthy of the appellation of a Seer and a Prophet ot the 

Lord, and in which he held over me a mysterious power which even 

now I fail to fathom; but I fear I nay have been deceived, and es­

pecially so fear since knowing that Satan has led his mind astray •••• 

These are facts which I am rehearsing, and if they shall be called 

in question, I am able t.o establish them by evidence which I can 

bring forv,ard in abundance •••• Honored of the Lord ••• to serve as 
• 

scribe during the translation of the Book of Mormon, ••• ! did seriously 

wonder whether the prophet and I were men in our sober senses when 

we would be translating from plates through 'the Urim and Thumm1m 1 

and the plB.tes . not be in sight at all. • •• I could rehearse a number 

of things to show either that I was then deceived, or that he has 

since fallen from the lofty place in which fond affection had deemed 

him secure •••• The gospel has been perverted and the Saints are 

wandering in darkness •••• I assure them of the truth of what I 

have written ••• It is disgraceful to be led by a man who does not 

scruple to follow his own vain imagination, announcing his own schemes 

as revelations from the Loro.•1 • 

The corrupt character of Joseph Smith, Jr. being an open book 

to all upright and common-sense people of the conmu.nity, it was quite 

natural, that the first news of Smith's discovery ot the golden records 

of the American Indians was received with general derision. It wae 

a well known fact, that Joseph imitated his tat.her, digging in the 

hills of the country-side. So• of their excavations had been made 

l. Cowdery' s •Defense in a Rehearsal of ~ Grounds for Separating 
~self from the I.Atter Day Saints.• -- Quoted in Shook's •True 
Origin of the Book of MorJ10nl P• .50-54• 
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at Cumorah Hill, and it was now jokingly referred to aa •Joe Saith'• 

Gold Hill. n 

The true story of the origin of the Book or Mormon soon became 

known. Eighteen years before Joseph Smith is said to have met the 

angel of the Lord on Cumorah Hill, a retired minister, living in 

northern Ohio, by the name of Solomon Spalding, became deeply inter­

e s ted in a study of ancient America, taking particular interest in 

certain famous mounds found in his locality. He conceived the idea 

of writing a historical romance. The resulting volume was entitled 

"The Manu script Found." Spalding used anew the already old idea, 

that the American Indians were the eescendants of the lost ten tribes 

of Israel, whose wanderings he traced for the space or a thousand 

years, from the tine of the reign of King Zedekiah of Judah to the 

fifth century A.O. The son of one Nephi, Mormon, the fictitious 

final compiler of the thousand years record, was credited with having 

buried the entire manuscript before his death. The book was pains­

takingly completed in 1812, fifteen years before Smith's •discovery", 

and a copy then given for publication to a printer in Pittsburg, Pa., 

by the name of Patt~rson. However, when Spalding refused to write 

a title page and a preface, the story was not printed, and the manu­

script was allowed to gather dust for several years. The author 

died without seeing his romance in print. 

About this time, a preacher of chameleon faith by the name of 

Sidney Rigdon, afterwards one of the pioneers of Mormonism, became 

acquainted with Mr. Patterson and frequently Tisited his printing . 
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establishment. One day he diawovered Spalding's discarded lll&Jluacript. 

covered with rubbish and dust. He became deeply interested and read 

it repeatedly. Rigdon is strongly suspected of having stolen the 

manuscript. •"My recollection 1s that Spalding left a transcript 

with Patterson for publication. The publication was delayed until 

Spalding could write a preface. In the meantime the manuscript wa.a 

spirited away, and could not be found. Spalding told me that Sidney 

Ri gdon had taken it, or was suspected of taking it.•1 • A transcript 

of Spalding's story was actually seen in the hands of Rigdon. •In 

1822 or 3 Rigdon took out of his desk a large MS. stating that it was 

a Bible romance purporting to be a history of the American Indiana. 

That it wa~ written by one, Spalding, a Presbyterian preacher whose 

heal th had failed and who had taken it to the printers to see it it 

would pay to publish it. And that he (Rigdon) had borrowed it from 

the printer as a curiosity.• 2 • "During my visit, llr. Rigdon went 

to hi s bedroom and took from a trunk which he kept locked, acer­

tain manuscript •••• His wife exclaimed: 'I mean to burn that paper.' 

He said: 'No, indeed, you will not ; this will be a great thing 

d '"2. some ay . 

It is immaterial, whether Sidney Rigdon stole the original man­

uscript of Spalding, or copied it, or reproduced it from memory. 

The fact remains, that Rigdon possessed himself of the tacts ot 

the story. 

1. Testimony of Joseph Killer, a close triend ot Spalding'•• -- Quoted. 
in Shook's •True Origin of the Book of Mormon•, P• 119. 

2. Testimonies of Rev. John Winters, M.D., and Mrs. Danlap. a niece 
ot Mrs. Rigdon. -- Qpoted in Shook'• •True Origin or the Book or 
l.brmon •, p. 120-121. 
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Some time between 1823 and 1825 Rigdon heard of Jo1eph SJl1th as 

a rising "fortune -teller and money-digger•, andi11J11ediately decided, 

that Smith was the man he had been waiting for, who would be of help 

to him in perfecting a new system of theology. •Early in the summer 

of 1827, a 'mysterious stranger' seeks admittance to Joe Smith's 

cabin. The conferences of the two are most provate. This person ••• 

was Sidney Rigdon, a back-sliding clergyman, at this time a Camp­

bellite preacher in Mentor Ohio.• 1• 8 During some of my visits at 

the Smiths, I saw a stranger there who they said was Mr. Rigdon. He 

was at Smith's several times •••• some tiim after that .tales were 

circulated that ~oung Joe had found or dug from the earth a book ot 

plates which the Smiths called the Golden Bible.•1• 

Rigdon and Smith concocted the whole plan of the Book of Mormon. 

!!1he following proof bears w1 tness that the two were together during 

the winter preceding the publication of the Book of Mormon. 8 0uring 

the winter previous t.o the appearance of the Book of Mormon, Rigdon 

was in the habit of spending, __ weeks away from ho,ne, going no oneknew 

whither. He often appeared preoccupied and he would indulge in 

dreamy, visionary talks, which puzzled those who listened. When the 

book of Mormon appeared and Rigdon joined in the advocacy or the 

new religion the suspicion was at once aroused that he wu one of 

the framers of the new doctrine, and that probably he we.a not ig­

norant of the authorship of the Book or Mormon.• 2 • 

1. Testimonies of Mrs. Dr. Horace Eaton, and Abel D. Chase. -- Quoted 
in Shook's •True Origin of the Book ot Mormon•, P• 130-131. 

2. Testimony of Zebulon Rudolph. -- Quoted in Shook's •True Origin ot 
the Book of Mormon•, P• 151. 
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The intimate relation between the •Book of Mormon• and •Manu­

script Found" has been established beyond a doubt by thoae who were 

in a position to judge and render a final verdict. •Ai'ter the Book 

of Mormon came out, a copy of it was taken to New Salem, theplace of 

Mr. Spaulding's former residence, and the very place where •Manuscript 

Found" was written. A woman preacher ••• read ••• copious extra.eta from 

the Book of Mormn. The historical part was immediately recognized 

by all the older inhabitants, as the identical work of Mr. Spaulding, 

in which they had all been so deeply interested yea.rs before. llr. 

John Spaulding was present and recognized perfectly the work of his 

brother. 11 1 • "I have read the Book of Mormon, which has brought 

fresh to my recollection the writings of Solomon Spaulding.•2 • 

"On hearing the account (of the Book of Mormon) ••• it seemed to repro­

duce in my mind not only the narrative, but the very words, as they 

had been imprinted on my mind by reading Spaulding's manuscript.•3• 

"I fully believe that this Book of Mormon is mainly and wickedly 

copied from it" ( Manuscript Found).4• 

That Spalding's romance is the basis of the Book of Mormtn, is 

furthermore conclusively demonstrated by the internal evidence, The 

basic ideas of both are essentially identical. , 

1. Testimony of Mrs. Davison, wife ot Solomon Spalding. -- Quoted 
in Shook's •True Origin of the Book of Mormon•, P• 79-82. 

2. Testimony of Martha Spalding -- Quoted in the above mentioned 
book, P• 97. 

3. Testimony of Mr. lliller -- Quoted by Shook in the above-mentioned 
book, P• 104. 

4. Testimony of Dr. Cephas Dodd (Dr. ot Spalding). See Shook, P• 120. 



Because of the fact, that the llormons refuse to accjpt a second 

manuscript of Spalding, but identify •Manuscript Found• with •Manu­

script Story", an earlier ro11111nce attempted by Spalding but aban­

doned in favor of "Manuscript Found•, we quote as evidence from 

"Manuscript story". The last-mentioned narrative give a an account 

of a party of Romans, who, at the time of Constantine, were driven 

from their course on a ~oyage to Britain and thrown on America's 

Atlantic coast. There they oama in contact with two native tribes, 

the Sciotaus and Kentucks. A history of these aboriginal tribes 

is then given. The author if this history is a Roman by the name of 

Fabius, vrho is represented as writing it o~ twenty-eight rolls of 

parchment in the Latin language and afterward depositing it in an 

artificial cave. Spalding discarded the story, because he wished to 

go further back in history and write in the old Scriptural style, so 

that his soory might appear more ancient. The essential features 

of "Manuscript Story" were then incorporated by Spalding in •Manu­

script Found". The latter grew out of the former. Therefore, quoting 

"Manuscript Story• is essentially quoting •Manuscript Found.• 

Both the "Manuscript _Story• and the Book of Mormon are said to 

have been found under a stone. •As I was walking ••• I happened to 

tread upon a flat atone •••• I discovered a number of characters, 

which appeared to me to be letters •••• With the assi■tance ot a 

lever I raised the atone •••• I found an earthen Box ••• when I 

bad removed the oover I found that it contained twenty-eight rolls 

of parchment ••• in the Latin language. ■ Lsm.1th's description ot the 

1. M.s., P• llt. -- Qaoted by Shook in •True Origin or the Book ot 
Mormon, P• l,S6t. 
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finding ot his plates is as follows, •Under a stone ot considerable 

size, lay the plates deposited in a stone box • •• HaTing removed 

the earth and obtained a leTer ••• I ••• raised it up ••• and there indeed 

did I behold the Plates."1• 

The "Manuscript Story• and the Book of Mormon both agree in 

describing a great sotrm at sea during the voyage which brought the 

people they describe from the Old World to the New. •A tremendous 

storm arose and drove us into the midst of the boundless ocean • 

••• Then it was that we felt our absolute dependence on that almighty 

and gracious Being who holds the winds and floods in his hands.•2 • 

"There arose a great sotrm, yea, a great and terrible tempest • 

••• My brethren began to see that the judgDl9nts of God were upon 

them. n3• 

Both records declare, that the ancient A,mericans believed in 

the Great Spirit. •The Speaker extended his hands •••• Hail, ye 

favorite children of the Great and good Spirit, who resides in the 

Sun who is the father of all."4• •Many said that Ammon was the 

Great Spirit, and others said he was sent by the Great Spirit ••• to 

afflict them because of their iniquities.•5• 

1. Church History, Vol. I, P• 16. See Shook, •True Origin or the Boak 
of Mormon•, P• 157t. 

2. M.S., P• 15 -- Quoted by Shook, P• 158f. 

3. Book of Mormon, P• 38-40, l Nephi 18. Quoted by Shook, P• 159. 

4• M. S., P• 23 -- Quoted by Shook, P• 160. 

5. Book of Mormon, P• 246, Book of Alma 19, 25-27. 
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Fabius, after reaching the .Amrican shores, reasoned as follow■ 

on the revolution of the earth: •Whereas, if according to the platonic 

system, the earth is a glibe and the sun is stationary, then the 

earth by a moderate velocity ••• performs her revolutions.• 1 • The Book 

of Mormon says: "1Yea, if he say unto the earth, Move, it is moved ••• 

and it appeareth unto man that the sun standeth still •• for sure it 

is the earth that moveth, and not the sun. • 2 • 

I n both accounts high priests are spoken of. •Lambdon was or­

dained high Priest and his four assistants chosen.•3• -- •Alma was 

appointed to be the first chief judge; he being also the high priest.•3• 

These few references may suffice to show th.atthe ideas of 

Spalding are plainly reflected in the Book of Mormon. Upon comparing 

the Book of Mormon with "Manuscript Fou.nd "• the evidence is all the 

more convincing. Both have the ancient inhabitants coming from the 

city of Jerusalem under the leadership of Lehi and Nephi. The entire 

historical outline, in short, of both accou.nts are identical. The 

striking similarity of the Book of Mormon in historical content with 

"Manuscript Found• was immediately recognized by those who were well 

acquainted with the facts of Spalding's romance, as referred to am 

quoted above in the external evidence of the Book of Mormon. The 

use of expressions and proper names peculiar to •Manuscript Found•, 

such as Lehi, Nephi, Laman, Mormon, Maroni, Coriantumr, etc., were 

1. M.S., P• 29 -- Quoted by Shook, P• 161. 

2. Book of Mormon, p. 383, Book of Helaman 12, 15. 
3. M. s., P• 63. -- Book of Mormon, P• i:i4, Mosiah 29, 42. See 

Shook, p. 162r. 


