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Amons the Indiana. 

The extensive �a�o�l�o�n�i % �a�t�1�o�n� p:rosram,1nd.ulged in by t.he varlou 

:aat.ions ot Europe, also provided trhe ways and �m�e�a�n % � to Christian . . 
missions for inareased activity. Variuua aovn-nment.a of the 

Cor,t1nent aons1de1•ed it. t.heir duty, not only t.o -till their 

aoloai&l possessions with men who *•re destined to beaome 

pioneers ot terr1t.orial· ext.en•1qn; the rulers also took it upon 

themselves to provide tor the •apir1tual want.a ot their people. 

Thus qui,e evidently, the lines between ahurah and state were 

often overlooked, in some oases entirely elimenat.ed. These en­

deavors, with a rew isolated exaeptiona, were almost entirely 

aonaerned with the evangelisation of ~he tribesmen ot the 

so-oal1ed Hew World. And as has been t.he aase hithertorore, • 

we shall asain try to oomplete the �t�r�e�a�t�i % �e� of the work os �t�h�1 % � 

oontinent, even tho it IDQ' merse into and �p�u % � beyon4 the mov~ 

ment in other �d�i % �t�r�t�o�t % �,� whiah in point or time would demand · 

first at~ention. Por the % �u�b�~�e�o�t� matter of �t�h�i % � periocl oan not 

wsll be separated. 
. 

We reaall that th• �k�i�n�s % � ot Swe4en took a lively interest 1n 

the 4:l:.a,11emination of the Gospel. amons �t�h�o %  "� who 414 not. �p�o % %  " " "� -
it. ~hus Gustavus �V�a % �&� had exerted �h�1 % � intluenoe on the Lapa; 

thus the interest. was oont.imaed by �A�d�o�l�p�h�u %   "  " "� am.ob. �a% � �p�o % �s�i�b�l�e� . 
until his death, and �t�l�m % � the. p:rosram was oontimed by �b�.�1 % � CbaD-

eell~r �O�x�e�n % �t�t�e�r�n�.� 1'he year 18257 �m�a�r�k % � t.b.e date or the tint . 
S.eediah settlement :Ian '8,erloa on the �1�1�e % �t�.� bank or the Dela•••• 

fhis o.olony �w�a % � o·alled ••• Sweden. That the Swea.a �~� �m�1�a % �i�c�m�­

ary. vie•1 in mind troa the outset may be seen r:ro.m. the puppoae 

ot their oolon1mat1QD program o~tllned in the �o�b�a�r�t�e�r % � or it.heir 



1,. 
oolonie■, wbia.b read. .~n. part: 1 T.be pi &ntins ot t.be. Cbriat1an 

. relis:l·on amo~ t he .beathen, ·t,be ·.bonor ot t..be kingdom, and. tbe 

aommerl:litl :lnt,reata of tbe· aub~eot■.• ll:ls■1ona tot.be 'i•ede■ ••:re 
ot prime 1mportanae. 

T.be moat, noted o:r alers:,men in t..b:ls aolony, John CCllllpan1u■, 

arrived •1th the third expedition 1645. His miaaionary endeavor■ 

am.ona tbe Delaware preaeded tbe labor■ ot Bliot 1n Boston. He 

preaahed in the_ vernaoular and oompleted various translation■• 

Amons these, Luther•• Small Cateahi11111 was .the first p•eae ot 

Christian literature in the Ind"i.an . lansuase. Kins 'iharle■ XIJ. 

in response to appeals, la said to have sent three putora and 

a shipment or Bibles,· hymnals, books of devot.ion, and numerou■ 

copies or the Oa,teahiam in the Indian tongue. Sown, however, 

the Swedes seemed t.o loose interest. T.be aolony adhered to the 

Swedish crown only a few Y,ears. In tbe enauins aonfliat with t.be 

Dutoh or Hew Amsterdam ( 1855), the pr1na1p1l aolon1ats were . . 
1mpr1aoned; the r ema.ini:ns, b._lns absoriJed by t.belr surroundings; · 

sra4ually lost their native lansuase and auatUIDII, and missiQDll:1'7 

'int.ereat, al tho. linaerlns· awhile, sr-a4ul.lly o.ease4 entirely. 

· Sweden ,however, was not t.be exaeptlon 1n tbi:a t1ellt, Knilanl. 

did work along the same lines. Th• auto·arat1~ rule and the h1sb­

.ban4e4 pol1ay of Bnal 1ah- ruler■ w~ the 4ireot oav.ae tor tbe 1n­

oreaa1na 1mm11rat1on to Amerloa. f.be tre~4om ot re1111oua tboqh\ 

anct expression we-. d'iametriaally oppoae4 to tbe a1-aolute 1Dtoler­

llll0e exist.ins 1n the Island empire. ~bus it wou14 be• ■tretob or 

human charity to ■Q tbat either the aovereian■ or the aoloni■t■ 
' 

primarily h&4 in Yiew tbs evaq.s111aat1on :of the fn41ani.. !be 
. 

settlement■ in •••·Bnaland were pr1m&r11, oonoeme4 wiUI tM ••1-
.. 



• I 

18,:' 

fare of tb.e aet~lera, tbetr. etrOl'I■ of oonvert1ns the trlbeemen 

were ■eoondary. »evertbele■a, ezt:raot~ troa the obartera or the 

varloua oolonie■,_whiah had been dran up by men who were oon■tant-. . 
ly engased with r~11siou■ wrok, quite oonoluaively proved that 

missionary aot1v1jl was not to be exoluded entirely. Thu.a the 

oharter granted to the Maas. Bay Colony 1.§ae, provided that 

• the good lite and or derly aonversation ( or t he peoplel would 

be suah as to win and 1l1Cite natives or the country to the 

knowledge and obedienoe of the only true God and Savior or man­

kind.• The propasat1on of the Goapei 1a spoken or aa, •tbe thing 

they do profess above all to be the aim in settling tb1■ plan­

t~on.• The Pilgrims also awowed ~~e intention, not o~ly to extend 

the terri tori a. posessions or , nsland•: but also the ohuroh or 

Christ amons the native■• It ia therefore 1ntere■tins to Jmow 

that this missionary idea was embodied in the oriainal •~al of 

the Uassaohu■etts Colony. It represented the ripre or an Inclian 

uttering the words or the man of Maaedon: •oo.me over and help ua.• 

Above all , however, it must be borne in m1:a4 that a,11 ef'torts,ex­

pended. prompted by the pr1oe or their own oonviotiou, or otber­

•11?•, produaed acaount■ tor the people in the mother oountry whilb:. 

served to t -.rouse, a■ well as to s timulat.e the interest whtoh wu 

ao e■sent1ally baa1o tor the lat.er aot1vi ty 1n toreian field■.• 

··.···;o:t those who devot.ed themselves to tli1■ work we are aoina 
. 

~o treat. only the moat e■■ential one■,IIUlely, Roser William■, 

Jobn Bliot, the ua~ew family, Davi~ Brainerd., and David Be1aberaer. 

Kost ot the books ■u:rveyina the •field tailed to make IIWl·h .. 
men:t1on ot Roser Wil.11811111 ■ Hi■ work, howe~er, wa■ of ■uoh a mt.,a-e, 

ft 



• 

• 

.. 

I 

that 1 t. 1s. not.ewort.by,, bpt.h tor it.la pioneer ah&raat•r anct tor ~ 

1nt.er■st wh1ah 1t aroused .tor the. Borth Ameria-.n tribe■IJIAll• 

Williama was born in ln,lland in 1599. Some -au.tho1"1 ties a.l _aim 

that h e entered Jesus College, Oxford; other at.ate t&at he wa■ , . 
s r aduat.ed a&aohelor ot ,Arts from Cambridge in -1836. He toQk 

orders 1n t.he ohUroh or England. but. soon b·e·oame an ·extreme 

Puri t an. and, 1n order to avoid peraeout1on, he ■ail•d tor. 
-

!W•riaa. (1530) Williams became assistant to SKel.·ton, the pa► 

tor of Salem. I~ was here tha:t he save voia, t9 his opin1pn 

that the magistrate■ ~ould not p~nish the breakers ot the. Sa'b­

bath,---the first germ or the idea ot the separation of ■huroh 

and ctat e in the !!ew World. -Persecution soon di."Ove him tc, . 

Plymouth , where he ao~ed as assistant tor ~wo years. After 

t he death ot Sx.elton, Wi lliams was r eoalltd to S_alem to fill the 

vacanoy. He now propounded thea.e two v1e'l]fs ·with are.at firmness: 

the kins or Enullllld has. no right to approprla-t.e and srent. lan4s 

without purohas,, beoause these 111"-. t.~e ~1Jht.tul heritge of the 

natives; the authorities of the st.ate o.anno.t interfere with 

the ohurch, beoause the power ot the sovemment extends only. to 

the body, the goods and the outward estates or man, not to hia 

aonsoienae. It was now tully dealded by '.the maslatrateA tbli.t 

this • a.st ta tor• should be sent. to Ens.land. Willi~, however·, 

fled from the :colony. I .t 11.aa ·ln: the iqi441e of •~n~•r ind ~e w..-■ 

foreed t,o ae•k shelter w1 th the 1nd1~.. The. following ■pripg·,, 

ha.Ying purchas e a. trac t o f" l a.nil ,.rom thia nat.tves., '11111am■ 

t.ounde4 a aolon.v and na.-ned l ;t 'lt~'tt:4Jn6tf ·• ~ ~1• aettlement. wu 

a demoaracy, sover-t .sl by the Wll-1 ·qt tti.e mai1or1ty 1n a1v1:1 

matt.era, •boclyins t.he pr1na1pl•a of li'ber,-y Qt '00111101.en.!I• and 
-



ot rer~se for Quakers, D1ssenters and Indepe~dents. _Dlir1ns a 

Journey, 1n which he was successful in securina a aharter for 

bis colony, Wil liams had _prep:ared a treatise ent:l:t.led~ •Key to 

the Languages of America.• He inaluded 1n thia ' aommenta OD the 

manners, habi~s, law~ and religion of .the Indians. La~er OD be 

. p'llblished a treatise:• A discourse touahins the propagation ot"r.r.
1 tl'••r 

Jesus Christ.• Roger Williams aontinued to be the ~ead, of the 

colony,end,tbroughout this time until bis death, l68S, he was 

actively engaged in missionary tu.Ks amont the tribesmen, thoqh 

not primarily so. His efforts aonst1tute a aall to duty which 

Christians had over against the original Americana; his ataunab 

friendship tor the natives, his labor for their material and 

spiritual welfare and his bold defence of their rights asains~ 

the usurpation or his countrymen form a slowing v.1ndioat1on of 

the earnestnes & ot· his conv1ot1ons. 
• 

Bibliography:· (a), (o), (4). (t), (s), (p), (r), (a). 

John Eliot. 

John Eliot h!l,B• rightly been called the •Apostle of the IncU.ana,·• 

and in point ·of importance and length of serviae,he tru.1; deserve■ 

first rank •in the 11st of ·those who earnestly and easerly 

labored to aomplete the apiritual aonqueat of the red man. 

Bliot was born in 1804 at Widford, Bnsland, about twenty miles 

north of Lond·on. ,ie ••• graduated from· Cambriqe after ba'f'iDI 

diat1nsu1ahed himself as a master of philology.(1822) At about 

this time he aame into contact with Thomas. Hooker, to whose 

1ntlue)e he later attributed his aonveraion ·and ·aome ot bl■ 

deepest apiri•tual bleaaiDS■I him• lie also fo:l.lowed to aertaa in 

a 



l&Sl, rather than to •~bmi t to the ~1·otate~ ot an •un_autbor1z,a 

h1erarohy. In the ab■enae .ot the.· m1ni·ster at. Bo■t.'Qn,. Bl1ot 

off1aiated a■ pa■tor until his removal ta Roxbury 1n Oatobe~ or 

the toll ow1ns ye•r• At Roxbury he l a~ored tor almost sixty yeara. 

Tha■ John Eli~t began his work iii llaaaaahuset.ts. Tbe-,Indiaua 
. 

at onae arouse_d his aur1os1 ~Y and interest·. 'l'heretore he set 

to work to master the Indian tongue, apeoial1zins in the Peqqot . 
d1aleot or the):roquoi•s tribe. · To taaii1t.ate the work he took 'into 

his home an Indian, and .aaa1duouAly applied himself to the 

t ask or sa1n1ng command ot the vernaoule r by the tedious pro-

oess or observing word by wor d BB they .lell from the lips o.r 

this uncultured mouth-piece. 
I 

It 1s only na tural that we ask: w~at. were .. t.he JJ.Otivea ot t.l'ii■ 

great missionary? What inspiring incentives •~stained him 1n ht■ 

arduous tasks? It is evident that his in\.er•st. was not aroused 

by any pec.uniar1 cons i derations, tor it. ~•• not until 1846, \hat 

a gratuity of 10 pounds was voted hilJI■ He li_imse_l t say■_: •Go~ 

first put into my heart a. ·compassion tor thtae ppor a.oul• anl a 

des1J'li t.9 teaoh \hem to know Chri·at and to bring them :tnto his 

Kingdom.• Gookin , 1,1-neishbor::o:t \>·EliOti"i' .silve·a ... aa motives_ tor :t.he 

·work:• Pirat, the 110:r-y of ~o4 in the ~onveraiOO. ot some or these 

p~or desolate souls; ■doondly, his ·aoffl!lassion ancl ardent atfeo:t.1on 

.for them as or mank:lnl in their sreat blinclne■• .-,n4 11nonna.e.i 

th:lrt.ly·, to endeavor t.o aooompl:lsh the: promise a1ven to the Ki:Qa, 

1. e. , that ·one p·r1no:lpa·~ end ot their soina to plant tile•• 

oouzit~iea: was t'o collUDUD!'Oate tJ:ie·t.Go•pel to ~e ~t1Ye ln4·1&D.B • ■ ... 
By the year 18'8, Bl:lot, ha,4 autt:toient.ly ma,terecl '-JI•-l&lh­

suase to speak 1nt~11111bly Qn -~1v~n• matt.era, U1CI :ln oo~ab,r of 
I 

-



of t.hat year·, be preaohed t.he- -ti-rllit. .aermo:n in the wi pam ot one 

of the ohieta. Proa then on the demand cor his aeniaes were 

ao insist.enJ. the.t t.be latt.•r beoame- a reaul-.r ~Jl.cnii-renoe. 'l'he 

sp1ri t. of. rel1s1ous inquiry waa ·aroused!'· a1n beoame an admitted 

f aot., pardon an o~vious neoess1ty and the araae ot Christ tbe 

means-. All t.h1s ser ved to at.imu•lat.e the intere·st ot the mi"'a­

sionary, so t.hat. he threw himself wbole-beartedly ~nt.o t~ . 

WQrk in spite of the emnity of the medioine-JDen, 1n apite ot tbe. 

privations and t.he plots against. his lite. 

Among the diftiaultiell oombatted by Eliot. was the hoatil -ity ot 

the heathen tribesmen to the oonvert.a, the former beins har•••~ 

by the latter 1n every ooncei vable manner. This· evil the m:i.·•••1on­

ary determined to cbeok by the organization of the ~o-oalled 

•praying-towns•, the f'irst one being si t.uat.ed at. lfatiok, .ab:out 

18 miles from Boston. A oonstitut1on wan dratted tor them, 

based to a sreat extent on the Koaaia Law. HatiYe paatora .and 

teachers were trained to teaoh their own oountry-men. Tbe ent~ano• . 
requirement of these towns 1nolude·d tbe aclheranoe to t.he to11·o•t111-

covenant: •The 1race of Christ. helping us, we do s ive ourselves 

and our obildren to God to be h-i s people. He shal l rale · over ua 

in all our affairs, not. on~y in our reltg·ion and affairs of the 

obltrah, but. also in all our wor~ and affairs of this world.• 

Ru.lina elders were seleot.ed; ti ~h1ng •was :i.nt~9-~u.ae4-; a. boa.rd . 

dist.r1bu.t.e~ salaries and saw to other wants; tbe aontrr•a•t~on sga 

. the -psalms in rhymes. And under this ahan&e ot aiv:11! arta:Lrs, 

quite naturally these towns prosp•r~d in~ernall~ ~ ,xt•rnallf■ , 

By 1871 Eliot had asaemb~•4 8600 aQnvir't.-s 1n .I4r t,,011Da under· U . 

aar.etU1ly trained minister~.• monumental aobieTeMDt, 11 ~• 

weishs the· odds, asainsi him. 



.. 

J'he outatan41:DS 11ter•ZT produat of Bl1ot ••• hia tranalation 

or Holy saripture into tbe Koheeaan d1aleot. All a1roumatanae■ 

aonsidered, th1a achievement was an unparalleied ont. Almost 

no aas1stanoe was at hand, and the entire f,rai oopy 1• said to . 
have been exeouted by a single pen. The Sew Te■~ament 

appeared in September 1881, tbe Old. Teaiament. rollowed 1n 1888. 

This was the first Bible to~ranalaied and (later on) t~ be 

printed in America. The seaond edit.ton ot the Hew Testament in 

1eao· was followed by the second edition of the Old Testament five 

years later. Eliot. also t.rL~slated the aat.eahisms, some of the 

Psalms or. David, arranged. an ·znsliah-Indtan phrase book, a primer 

and a grammar. 

The treatment of the Indiana by the national aovemment ot th1•· 

period is of~en r~terr6d to as the dar~ page in Al11eriaan history, 

and the treatment of the converts by the White settlers aonsti­

tuted one of Eliot's most severe trials. Alooholia liquor, 

the sale of Ylhich was forbidden, was diatr1buted a.1r1ona the natives 

v1t.h the most devastating results. Host.il1t1es broK.e o:ut betwe·en 

the •covenant.era• and the whites. As a result most of the pra.yt:ns 

t9wns were entirely'demolished • . All that remains today. of the 

' former Natick is the arave-stone of one er the native teacher■ . . 
• 

who he.d been ordained by the 'Apostle ot the Indiana.• 
• This, ~owever, ts not the final estimate of Bl1ot•s work. It 

is true ·that Eliot was never aaolaimed *ith universal approba~iOD 

during his time; that the selfjah white settlers ardently hated 

him and pronounced his work a ta1111re; that even amona the In41ua 

hi~ ~1te was 1n ~onstant Jeopardy. All this he ohe•rfully aooepte4 

with 3oyous _res1~tiQD 1n the ·motto: •PrQera and. pains, by fa1-th 



1n Christ Jaaus, will 4o anythins.• keverthelesa, he egerted areat 

influence on men, already d\1-Z'ins his own 11te-time, and hi■ 

biography has bean a source ot aonsolation and enaouraaement ·to 

many others since. ThU it was mainly due to the interest 
. 

aroused by El1ots wor k that a number or 111ssionary soc1et1es were 
• 
formed, such as: For the Promotion and the Propaaation or the 

Gospel in I!e\'1 England; (1849) Sooiety tor the Promotion ot 

Christian Knowledge (1898); Society tor the Propagation or tire 

Gospel in Foreign Parts (1701). His lite exerted sreat 1ntluenae 

on suah men as Baxter and Carey. As one historian puts it: What 

Augustine wast~ the Angels ot Britain, that Eliot was to the 

Indians of America. 

Bibliogr ~phy: (a), (b), (4), (t), (s), (o), (p), tr),<•>• 

-• This family holds a very unique .position amons t hose who 

labored in missionary fields, rivalled perhaps only by the liOrav­

ian Boemisch family and the later well-known Saudaer family 1n . 
India. The Mayhews have the distination of ha.v:ins a aontinuoua 

line or missionary service running throush five aonseautive 

generatioas, their combined efforts exten41ns through lDO:•year■• 

Since all of them belong to the same group and labored in 

praatiaally the same field, we shal l trea~ them as a sroup, 

e°'en thoush oiironolosioally, some of th~ :would fall ■omewhat 

later. 

The aoene o~ their extended aot1v1ty. was Kartha1 ■ Vineyard and 

the group of leaser island• surround.int it off the Bn Enalan6 

ooast. A srant on these islands had been seaure4 by Domas 



ao. • · 

~hew Sr., a former merahant of -London, 1n 1841. A year later 

the settlement was begun and IEa.yhew beaame the aovern.or of the 

territory grante~ to him. H1s son Thomas Jr., was deeply moved 

by the desradation or the Indiana, and, possessing a sre&t 

amoant of natural ability,, h~ determined to atiend to the spiritual 

needs of the t r ibeaen. He won their ·aonfidenoe, studied their 

language and soon acquired a fair com.T.and ot it. l.fayhew began 

his formal pulpit ministrations in 1848 and •01·.ked with suoh 

fervor and zeal that he bad 100 converts tour years later, and 

almost 300 after eleven years of labor. Chiefly to aain aid in 

ben~lf or these aonQ~rts, he sailed for Europe in 1857 to make 

an appeal t the Society of the Propagation of the Gospel, The 

ship, h~weve, in which he had taken passase, was lost at sea, 

and thus the young missionary perished. . . 
His ~at.her, although 70 years ot age, now took up the work. 

He induoed the Indians on Martha's Vineyard. to retain the Gospel 

which they had eocepted
1
and repeatedly acted in the oapaoity of 

mediator b•tween the natives and the Ensliah authorities. The 

elder l ayhew continued his labor~ until the end ot his lite, 

which came at the age of 91 1*881. 

John Mayhew, a srand-son of the old 1overnor, born in l&oa, 

.aoted in the oapaoi~y of minist•r to the Ensl1■h oolon1sts at 

~isbury, a city a4Jo1n1ns the home base at Bd1artown o~ the 

talan4. He alao waa interested 1D the welfare of the abori&ine• 

and pr~aahed to them •lterna.tely tw1oe per week. lo accurate 

Sllll&e ot the suaoeas of h1s work seems to be at hand. Bis .life 

extended over S5 years, h1■ dea:t.h ooaurr1ns in !889. 

The m1as1on, however, waa continued by ti1a son Bxper1enoe, 

bom 1-n l.87S. Be had the adv~t•1e of beiqs •~qua1nted w1th the 

• 


