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oolonies, which read in part: "The planting of the Christian

. religion among ti:e heathen, the honor of the kingdom, and the

commer@ial inierests of the subjects." Missions to the Swedes were

of prime importance.

The most noted or clergymen in this colony, John Campanius,
arrived with the third expedition 1643. His missionary endeavors
among the Delaware preceded the lebors of Eliot in Boston. He
preached in the vernacular and completed various translations.
Among these, Luther's Small Ceatechism was .the first phkece of
Christian literature in the Indian. language. King “harles XI1,.
in response to appeals, is said to have sent three pastors and
a shipment of Bibles, hymnals, hooks of devotion, and numerous
copies of the Catechism in the Indien tongue. Soun, however,
the Swedes secmed to0 loose interest. The colony adhered to the
Swedish crown only a few years, In the ensuing conflict with the
Dutch of New Amsterdam ( 1655), the principel colonists were .
imprisoned; the r emaining being absorhed by their surroundings,
gradually lost their native language and custuoms, and missionary
interest, altho lingering awhile, gradutilly cegsea entirely.

Sweden ,however, was not the exception in this fleld, England
did work along the same lines. The autocratic rule and the high-
handed policy of English rulers was the direct cause for the in-
oreasing imuigration to America. The freedom of religious thought
and expression was diametrically opposed to the absolute intoler—
lnné existing in the Island empire. “hus it would be a stretch of
humsn charity to say that either the sovereigns or the colonists
primarily had in view the evangilisation of the $adians. The
settlements in Nen'!nslahd were primarily concerned with the wel-
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fare of the settlers, their efforts of converting the tribesmen
were secondary. Nevertheless, extracts from the charters of the
verious colonies, *hich h;d been drawh up by men who were constant-
ly engaged with religious wrok, quite conclusively proved that
missionary activijy was not to be excluded sntirely. Thus the
charter granted to the liass. Bay Colony 1628, provided that

" the good life and orderly conversation ( of thre peéplol would
be such as to win and incite natives of the country to the ;
knowledge and obedience of the only true God and Savior of man-
kind." The propagation of the Gospei is spoken of as, "the thingz
they do profess above all to be the aim in settling this plan-
tefion.” The Pilgrims also auowed the intention, not only to extend

the territorii. posessions of ﬁnsland&but also the church of
Christ among the netives. It is therefore interesting to know
that this missionary idea was embodied in the original seal of |
the Massachusetts VYolony. It represented the figure of an Indian
uttering the words of the m=n of Macedon:"Come over and help us."
Above zall, however, it must be borne in mind that all efforts-ex-—
pended, prom»pted by the.priée of their own convictlions, or other-
wise, produced accounts for the people in the mother country whih,
served to :wmrouse,as vell as to stimulate the interest which was
s0 essentielly basi; tor the later activity in foreign fields.
--Qf those who devoted themselves to this work we are going
to treat only the most essential ones,jamely Roger Willilams,
John Eliot, the Mayhev family, Daviq Brainerd, Fnd David Zeisberger.
Most of the books surveying the field failed to make much

mention of Roger Wiliiams. His work, however, was of such a matwre,
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that it is_noteworthy, both for itls pioneer character and for the
intersst which 1t aroused for the North American tribesman.
Williams was born in England in 1599. Some authorities claim
that he entefad Jesus College, Oxford; other state that he was
graduated a Ezchelor of :irts from Cambridge in 1625. He took
orders in the church of England, but soon bscame an extreme
Puriten.end, in order to avsid persecution, he sailed for
Americe. (1530) Williams became assistant to Snelton; the pas-
tor of Salem. It vas hers that he geve voice to his opinion
that the magistratea oould not punish the breaksrs of th= Sab-
bath,-~=-the first germ of the idea of the separation of shurch
and staie in the Hew World. Psrsecution soon drove him to

Flyvmouth, wherc he acied as acssistant for two years. After

the death of Skelton, ¥Williams was rscalledé to Salsm to fill the

vacancy. He now propounded these two views with great firmness:
the king of Englend has no right to apprqpriate and grent lands
without purchase, because these Ure the rightful ﬁeritnge of the
natives; the authorities of the state cennot interfere with

the church, because the power of the government extends only to
the body, the goods and the outward estates of man, not to his
consoience. It vas now fully decided by the magistrated thzt
this 'agitator' should be sent to England. w1111§ma, however,
fled from the colony. It was in the middle of winter snd he was
forged to seek shelter with the Indians. The following spring,
heving purchased & tract of land “roa ths ratives, Williams
founded & colony and naned it Rrovidénbdi'This_settloment wes
a democracy, éover:;l by the will of the majority in civil
matters, embodying the principles of liberty of conscience and

separation of church and state. Needlessto say, 1t beocame & haven
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of refuge for Quakers, Dissenters and Independents. _During a
journey, in which he was successful in securing = cherter for

his colony, Williams had prepared a treatise entitled, "Key to
the Langueges of America." He included in this comments on the

manners, hablts, laws and religion of the Indians. Later on he

. piblished a treatise:"A discourse touching the propagetion of t'ii; Qesp

Jesus christ:“ Roger Williams continued to be the head of the
colony,k and, throughout this time until his death, 1683, he was
actively engaged in missionary tasks among the tribesmen, though
not primeriiy so. His efforts oconstitute a call 40 duty which
Christians had over against the original Americans; his staunch
friendship for the natives, his labor for their material and
spiritual welfars and his bold defence of their rights against
the usurpation of his countrymen form a glowing vindication of

the ezrnestness o0i his convictions.

Bibliography: (&), (e¢), (4), (f), (8), ‘P)l (r), (s).

John Eliot.

John Eliot has rightly been called the "Apostle of the Indians,"
end in point of importance and length of servicg,he truly deserves
first rank-in the list of those who earnestly and eagerly
labored to complete the spiritual conquest of the red man,

Eliot was born in 1604 at Widford, England, about twenty miles
north of London. He was graduated from Cambridge after having
distinguished himself as a master of philology.(1622) At about
this time he came into contact with Thomas Hooker, to whose
infludbe he later sttributed his conversion and some of his
deepest spiritual blessings; him he also followed to Azerica in
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1651, rather than to submit to the diotates of an unauthorized
hierarchy. In the absence of the minister at Boston, Eliot
officiated as pastor until his removel to Roxbury in October of
the following yeer. At Roxbury he labored for almost sixty years.

Tham John Eliot began his work im kassechusetts., The Indiens
at once aroused his curiosity and intersst. Therefore he set
to work to master the Indian tongue, specializing in the Pequot
dielect of théroquois tribe. To facilitate the work he took into
his home an Indian, end assiducudly applied himsels to the
task of gaining command of the vernaculzr by the tedious pro-
ocess of observing word by word as thev fell from the lips of
this uncultured moﬁ;h-pieea. <

It is only natural that we ask: What were the motives of this
great missionsry? What inspiring incentives sustained him in his
arduous tasks? It is evident that his interest was not aroused
by_any pecuniary considerations, for it was not until 1648, that
a gratuity of 10 pounds was voted him. He himself says: "God
first put into my heart e compassion for thése poor souls and &
desire to teach them to know Christ end to bring them into his

Kingdom." Gookin, aineighbor:-of:Eliot; glives.as motives for the

work: " First, the glory of Wod in the conversiopn of some of these
poor desolete souls; secondly, his comnassion and ardent affection
for them as of mankind in their great blindnesa and ignorance;
thirdly, to endeavor to sccomplish the promise given to the King,

i.e., that one principal end of their going to plant these

; countries was to communicate theiGospel to the native Indians.®

.

By the yeer 1646, Eliot had sufficiently mastered the lan-
guage to speak intelligibly on divine matters, and in October of




* 1ect, pardon an obvious necessity and the grace of Christ the

—

of thet year, he preached the first sermon in the wigwam of one
of the ochiefs. From then on the demand for his services were
80 insistent thet the latter became a regular ooeufrenno. The

spirit of religious inquiry was aroused, sin became an admitted

means. All this served to stimulate the interest of the mis-
gionary, so that he threw himself whole-heartedly into the
work in spite of the emnity of the medicine-men, in spite of the
privations and the plots against his life,

Among the difficulties combetted by Eliot was the hostility of
the heathen tribesmen to the converts, the formsr being harassed
by the latter in every conceivable menner. This evil the mission-

ary determined to check by the orgenization of the so-called

"pravinz-towns®", the first one being situated at Fetick, about i
18 miles from Boston. A constitution was drafted for them, |
based to a great extent on the liosalc Law. Kative pastors and
teachers were trained to teach their own country-men. The entrance
requirement of these towns included the adherance to the rolloliné
covenant: "The grece of Christ helping us, we do give ourselves

and our children to God to be his people. He shall rule over us

in all our affairs, not only in our religion and affairs of the
cherch, but also in all our workd and affairs of this world."

Ruling elders were selested; tithing wes introduced; a board

distributed salaries and saw to other wants; the congregation sang

- the pselms in rhymes. And under this change of civil affairs,

quite neturally these towns prospered internally and externally.
By 16871 Eliot hod assembled 3800 converts in 14 towns under 24

carefully trained ministers—, a monumental achievement, if one
weighs the odds against him.



. ﬁha outstanding literary product of Eliot was his translation
of Holy Scripture into the loheecan dizliect. All cirocumstances
considered, this achievement was an unparallieled onf. Almost
no assistance vas at hand, and the entire first copy is said'?o
have been executed by a singie pen. The liew Tesiauent
appeared in September 1661, the Old'Teltamont followed in 1863.
This was the first Bible to’%ranslated and (later on) to be
printed in America. The second edition of the New Testament in
1680 was followed by the second edition of the Cid Testament five
vears later. Eliot also translated the catechisms, some of the-
Psalms of. David, arranged an English-Indian phrase book, a primer
and a grammar, -
The treatment of the Indians by the national government of this
pericd is of;eq referrdd to as-the darx page in American history,
and the treatment of the converts by the white settlsrs consti-
tuted one of Eliot's most severe trials. Alcoholie liquor,
the sale of which was forbidden, was distributed among the natives
with the most devastating results. Hostilitles broke out between
the “csvenantérs“ and the whites. As a result most of the preying
towns were entirely demolisﬁed. All that remains today of the
- former Hatick is the grave-stone of one 6f the native teachers
vho hed been ordeined by the "Apostle of the Indians." .
This, however, is not the final estimate of Eliot's work. It
1s true that Ellot was never acclaimed with universal approbation
during his time; that the selfimh white settlers ardently hated
him and pronounced his work a failgre; that even among the Indians

his life was in constant jJeopardy. All this he cheerfully acoepted
with joyous resignation in the -motto: "Prayers and pains, by faith
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in Christ Jesus, will do anything." Hevertheiess, he exerted great
influence on men, already during his own life-time, and his
biography has been & source of consolation and encouragement to
many others since. Thuag it was meinly due to the interest

ﬁrbused ﬁ& Eliots work thet a number of Missionary societies were
formed, such as: For the Promoticn and ths Propegation of the
Gospel in liew England;(1649) Society for the Promotion of
Christian Knowledge (18Y8); Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel in Foreign Perts (1701). Eis life exerted gresat influence
on such men as Baxter and Carey. As one historian puts it: What
Augustine was to the Angels of Britain, that Eliot was to the

Indiens of America.

Bibliogrzphy: (2), (b), (a), (), (g), (o), (p), (T), ().

The Lizyhew Family.

This femily holds a very unique position among those who
labored in missicnery fields, rivalled perhaps only by the Lorav-
ian Boemisch family and the gater well-known Scudder family in
Indta.' The layhews have phe distinction of having a continuous
line of missionary service running through five consecutive
generaticas, their combined efforts extending through 150:years.
Since 21l of them belong to the seme group and labored in
practically the same field, we shall treat them as a group,
even though ohronologically, some of them would fall somewhat
later. : :

The scene of their extended asctivity was Martha's Vineyard and
the group of lesser 1slands surrounding it off the HNew England

coast. A grant on these islands had been secured by Thomas

i




Mayhew Sr., a former merchant of London, in 164l. A yeer later
the settlement was begun and Meyhew became the governor of the
territory grante” to him. His son Thomas Jr., was deeply moved
.by the degradetion of the Indians, and, possessing a gre=t
amount of natural abiiity, he determined to attend to the spiritual
needs of the tribedmen. He won their confidence, studied their
language and soon acquired a falr com:iand of it. liayhew began
his formal pulpit ministrations in 1648 and worked with such
fervor and zeal that he had 100 converts four years later, and
almost 300 after eleven years of labor. Chlefly to gain aid in
vehalf of these concerts, he sailed for Europe in 1657 to make
an appeal t¢ the Society of the Propagation of the Gospel. The
ship, however, in which he hed taken passage, wes lcst et ssa,
gnd thus the young missionary perished.

His fether, althouch 70 years of age, now took up the work.

Fe induced the Indians on kiartha's Vineyerd to retain the Gospel
vhich they had eccepted and repeatedly acted in the capacity of
mediator bétwesn the naetives and the English euthorities. The
elder leyhew continued his laeborz until the end of his life,
vhioh cems at the age of 91 idlesl.

John layhew, a grand-son of the old governor, born in 1652,
acted in the capecity of minister to the English colonists at
Tisbury, a city adjoining the home base at Edgartown on the 3
{siand. He also was interssted in the welfars of the aborigines
and preached to them alternately twice per week. No accurate >
gauge of the suoccess of his work seems to be at hand. His life
extended over 35 yeers, his death occourring in 1689.

The mission, however, was continued by his son Experience,

E; born in 1673. He had the advantage of being acquainted with the
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