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AFTER DEATH, WITH E IAL S S ON THE TEACHINGS OF

SPIRTTISH CHRISTIAN

There 1s no subject that has more parsistently occupied the

mind of men thah that of his state :ln the future world. A true--

L

understanding of this question :ln_vol'rea man's happiness: not- only

hereafter, but also here. It implies, of course, am "after death", |
or that death does not end all. SUSRE R e 2

ing light of divine revelation along 'I;hg pg_thyay _o;'-_ hidden ft_z:ty:g:lty
can we feel safe against the pitfalls or error's ebysms.l- dep-tha. ; :
lcilently illuminated to ena‘_ble_man to see and_ underetand ar:l.ght-- -~
some of its derk and shadowy mysteries. Rezson, feeling or sentiment
cannot be relied upon in such an investigation. Truths and ractsgof’

Scripture zlone must determine conclusions.

.
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But vhen men deviate from the Seriptural basis of the. ;ry_a"
Imovledge of life ofter death and begin to speculate; Seripture.

beconmes perverted, contorted and senera_ll_y p;l.aypderptp_o_d_ on _t_h;l._s_: : ,
subject. 4nd hence we find strange snd fantastic ‘stetements régard-
ing the life hereafter, em‘bodied in soO many relig:l.oua aystmh%iz'ich
all cleim to be the only true revelation. It is neturally to be
expected therefore, that we find denials and repudiations of the

By

clear Biblical teachings on life after death.

On the other hand, however, strict adherence to Soriptural i
veraclity in this field tends to uplifé the soc:l.a.l,mora.l. and ap.:{ritual!
status of depraved man, and directs him to his rightful heritase in ‘
the 1ife beyond thd grave. A true Christian is "otherworldly", a :

stranger in a strange land, for his faith centers cemtripetally



sround the hope of eternal :I".:l.:f.‘o.
As our topic indicates, we shall deal with the views of three--
rdligious bodies on this particuler subject. These three bodies fall

under the category of religious vageries, religious delusions,- all-=v)
cleiming to be in the pele of Christianity, yet denying its f::;;a;finta:l.
truths. Their doctrine of life after death coincldes and hermonizes

with their false and demnable religious tenets otherwise.: - &

Our mode of procet\dure :ln the investigetion will be. firat to. - -
state the Biblical doctrine, with referenee to the I.uthers.n confeaa-

Christian Soience on the :rollow:l._ns: :De;-th., _S];a.te of ..}m. _Sc:ula- a_fter
Death and before the Resurrection, Resurrection, Judgment, Eternal

Death (Holl) and Eterncl Life (Heeven).
DEATH

Hankind 1s, in consequence of the rall o:IE' Adam, beset- by-&a
common enemy - Deaths as St. Peul says Rom.5,12- l':B;r one men sin--
entered into the world, and death 'by sin." Death, when personiﬂed-
1s described @s & ruler and tyrant, having vast péwer and e.great. -

kingdom, over which he reigns. We represent death as the Gr:i.m Reaper,
a man with & scythe, or as a skel_eton. etc. But the .T_e!ap. on t@_:e cne
hand, :I'.'reduently represented death as & hunter, who :!.qws_ snares for
men: Ps. 18,5:"The snares of death prevented mej" 1"3.91.3:"% shall
deliver me from.the snares of the fowler, and from the noisome pest- ;
1lence." On the other hand they 'repreaented him as & men, or so;nﬁwimu

as an engel (the angel of Death), with & cup of poison, which he

- reaches to men. From this representation appea.re to have arisen the

phrase which occurs in the New Testement to "taste death" (Matt. 16.253
Hebr.2,9), which however, in common speech signifies merely to die,
without reminding one of the origin of the phrase. The case is the



. sams with the phrase "see death"” (Ps. 89,48; Luke 2,46).

' or later, for God has determined the hour of death for every man,

S

¥o man cen escepe death for "it is sppointed unto men once to die®
(Hebr. 9,27). Steslthily stalking about, death vieits every man sooner

Jdob 14, B5: "Seeing his doys are determined, the number of his months !are'
vith thee, thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass." Small
énd greet; servonts and kings; men, women and children invariably fall
viotimg to its merciless massacre, for death is no respector of persons.
That we must die as the result of our sinfulness, is certain beyond the |
shadow of & doubt, Rom. 5;12: "And so death passed uporn all men, for
thet all have sinned."

To this Scrirturcl truth our Lutheran confessions give testimony in
the words of the Smelcald Articles III,1: "Here we must confess, &=
Paul seys in Romene 5,11, that sin originated from one man, Adem, by
vhose disobedience all men werec ade sinners, and subject to desth and .
the devil.” . -

It would seem strange, therefore,in the face of thie evidence that

any religious system should deny this universally accepted fact and un-
deniable truth. However, in the teachings of Christian Science we find
this bold negction of Scripture almost on ewry pege of the text-book
"Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures" by Mary Baker Eddy. The
conglstency with which sghe clamly and unflinchingly denies the possi‘%:ll:l.-
ty and fuct of death ig estounding. On page 241 of her book (edition of
1894) we find this s tatements "When you can awaken yourcself and others
out of the belief that all must die, you can then exerclse Jesus' a_p:lri-
tual power to reproduce the presence of those who thought they had g'iad.-
but not otherwise." Agein on :page 416  we reafds "'.l'h:ls mortal dream of
sicknese, a:l.n. and death must ceése through Christian Science.”" '.Pag':vai'l
"The universal belief of death is of no advantage. It cannot make I.'.lfe o

aofleth
Truth apparent. Death will be foupd at length to be a mortal dresm, whic

comes in



darkness and disappears with-the light."

In enswer hersto we give the words of Jemes H. Smowden in his
book *The Truth About Christien suonee' page 155t "The chr:lnt:l.an
Sclence denial of death may strike us as the extreme absurdity Of all.
the irrationalities of this cult, but Mrs. Eddy asserts it calmly
abd boldly without once losing her composure or moving & muscle of
her face. If she had any semse of humor we might think she was not
meaning to be taken too seriously, but she is alweys deed in e'::nenj; o
and her followers do not balk or blink at anything she says. It is |
true that all her husbands and relatives and students died in due
order, and she herself fol:l..owed them in committing this act of .
mortal belief and delusion, but this does not affect her f'ollmrs.
They still unflinchingly say thet death is a mortal belief and that
if we. were only not so foolish as to believe it and were to 'deny'
i1t resuvlutely, there would be no great enemy to feer and no dea.tf to
die. But as long as Christian Scientists die so regularly and so

unanimously we mzy be permitted to 'deny' their theory. }E‘i

i
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But what is death? Death 1s the cessation of all vita.'.l. funot:l.nnu.‘i
The instent this takes place, the soul beoomes separsted from 'I:he ;ﬁ
body. The mortal remains are committed to mother earth, whence 1’-3..; ﬂ
came, while the soul returns to the presence of God who gave it, i
&8 it is written Eccl.2,17: "Then shall the dust returm to the":;fth
@s 1t was: and the spirit shall return to God who gave it." Hence
death 1s not annihilation or extinotion, as some hold, but, co::?;;::i-

wise, & separation of body and soul, or simply dissolution.
In direct harmony and accord with this truth our confessions '

k Le,
‘(Large Catechiem II, Art.IXI,57) call death a "dissolution", that is,

a disorganization, the soul bscoming separated from the body. i
Interesting in this connection are the views of the iﬂ.r:l.tis'tl.

notaebly those of Sir Ojiver lodge, who, in his scholarly work







Russelliem, in short, teaches that the "Overcomers", the "little
flock", will, Bf'l'-e:l.: the Millenniuvm reign with Christ o endless &ges.
They are to become sherere of the Divine nature and be e::a.lte"l even &g
JesuUs WEB.

~ The views of the Spiritualists on life after death it strangely
interesting, to eey the least. We shall endeavor to give & brief sumhary
of the life in Spiritdom &s described in the book "New Revelation" by
8ir Arthur Conan Doyle. "There are seven sphsees into vhich the defialrted
spirits go after death...This home of our dead seems to be mear to us-
80 near that we continually, as they tell usy visit them in our sleep...
The accepted ideas of life after death, of l:aigher &nd lower spirit_s. .
of comparative happiness depending uron our owvn conduct, of ehast-e"ﬂ:lng
pain, of guardisn sririts, of & high teecher; of an infinite eentral

power, of circlee zbove circles approaching nearer snd nearer to H:I.a

rresence---azll these conceptiogs appear once more and are confirmad. 'by
many witnesges...2ll sgree thet the life beyond is for a limited period.
éfter vhich they pass on to yet other pheses than there ie 'between us

and Spiritland. The lower cunnot =scend,; but the higher can deecend at
will. The life hae & close analogy. to thet of this world at best. It_".':l.a
pre-eminently a life of the mind, &s this is of 1'.!;. body. :Pz'e-o::cu:-pﬂa'."sll;':l.ouei
of food, money, lust. pein, etc.; are of the body &nd are gohe. lMusic,
the Arts, :I.ntellectue.l and spiritual knowledge and progress ha.ve‘" :|.n-;;’eq.ae
The people are clothed,as one would erpect, since there is no reason

why modesty should disappear with ot new forms. These new forms a.r?the
absolute reproduction of the old ones at best; the young srow:lng u;‘f and
the 0ld omes reverting until all come to the normal. People .live in
comunit;l'es. as one would ‘expect if like attracts like, and the male
spirit still finds his true mate though there is no sexuelity in the
grosser sense s.md‘no childbirth...Thought has become the medium ofué';n-

versation...Either the splirits have the use of &n excellent reference
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11'brl.i~y or else they have memories which produce something like om-
niscience...The Spirit is not a glorified sngal or & goblin damned,
but it is eimply the person himself, containing all his strength and
veekness, his wisdom and folly, exactly &s he has retained his pa;a’on
8prearance...dDuration of lite in the next sphere is shorter than on
euth...l!arr:ld_ peorle do not neceesarily meet 2gain, but those who
loved each other do meet agein...The aged shduld realize thet it is

still wotth while to improve their minds, for though they have no -%":I.me -.
to use their fresh k'nowladse in this world 1t will remain as part of
their mental outfit in the next...Raymond Lodge believes thl.t his
trenscendemal chemists can make &anything, and that even such unp‘:ﬁ-it-
uval matter ae zlcohol end tobacco could come within their powere and :
8till be craved for by unregenerate epirits...I got no reference to
'work' by that word, but much to the various intereste that were ssid
to occupy them...Their life is intensely herry." o -
In the tecchings of Russelliem and Spiritualism we, &t least,
have something tangible to work with in the metter of eternal. life or
heiven. But now we come to Christian Science and the metaphyesical way
of looking &t &ll-things. Denying the exlstence and reality of me.tt'er.
of gin, of death, of judgment, of resurrection, of hell; propounding
the belief thet msn is perfect,- hermonious, eternal, the reflection
of ﬁod who ie Good &nd Love &énd Life end Truth, Christian Science
must, therefore, conclude thet heesven is on earth, that the perfect
stete of bliss is in thinking aright along i:he lines of Christian s's:.fanm
Thet 1s the:lr sctuel tae.ch:l.ng is shown by the definition of the King-
dom of Heaven &s found on page 581 of "Science &nd Health" wh:loh‘;d'aa.dns
" The Kingdom of Heaven i1g the reign of hermony in Divine S o:lenoea-""ﬁhe
reelm of unerring,eternal, and ommipotent iind; the etmosphere of
Spirit, wvhere soul is au:p:.-ama.." On pege 187 we :I"ind this sentence:
"Heaven 1s not & locality, but & stete in which HMind,.&and &ll the
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menifestatione of HMind, are harmonious and immortal, because sin is

ldestroyad. end men is found heving no righteousness of hie owm, but in
possession,like Paul end his :!'ollow-eru. of 'the Mind of the Lord.' "
Vie think thet the gilst of Christian Bcience is found in the naragrerh
bearing the title 'Godwerd gravitation' which is found on page 161 of
the temt-book and which reads as follows:"The Universe of Spirit is
reopled with epiritusl beings, end its government is Divine Scilence.
Mon 1s the offspring, not the lowest, but the highest qualities oﬁﬂnd.
MHean understende spiritual existence in proportion &s ‘h:l.s treasures of
Truth and Love are enlarged. Mortals must gravitate GCodwerd, their
affections and aims grow spiritual, they must bear the broader inter-
pretations of Ieing, end gain come proper sence of the Infinite for
metter and mortelity to be annihilated. :

"This Scientific sense of Feing, forsaking matter for SP:I:rit. by
no mesns suggests man's ebsorption into Deity, &nd the lose of his
identity, but confers upon him enlerged individuelity, & wider aphe:n’e o:l!"’

thought and sction, & more expansive benevolence, & higher and more

yermaenent existence."

EOSTBCEI.IJ;:‘E:.‘!.‘ush

Ve have endeavored to follow the topics brought forth in the
general discussion of "Life after Death". We heve tried to show the
clear Bibliczl doctrine on the future life, as we heve £lso conscient-
iously tried to pressnt the views of Russellism,Spiritualism, end
Christian Science og thie subject. We bellieve thet the length of the
thesis is. Justifiable by the neture of the subject-matter treated and
by the number of toplcs considered. In fact, much more could ha-veh"been
written, since the fleld of investigation is limitless and 1na:hau£i'ble
However, we have limited ourselves to the more neeessary_eaaeni;ia.lh"" for
a proper underetanding of the matter in hand. If we h&ave auceeeded? in

sl
a measure, to give an intelligent representation thereof, we feel that
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we.ha.ve reached the end of our Q.yl.ﬂl.m:u and the reward of our lebors,.
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