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barely enuf men to take care of their own field, and the Leipzig mission

ould have been doomed to total ruin, had they not heen able to rely
Upon the work of the native pastors whom they had trained. These, how-
gver, acquitted themselves in noble fashion, end when Leipzig reentered
apon its work in 1926, it did not have to face the almost hopeless

task of building from the ground up again.

The native pastors discharged their responsibilities so creditably

that Leipzig is now preparing more hopefully for the ultimate growth of
an independent national Church. "Home rule' has been introduced into
Fany of the congregations according to the usual order of congregation-
31 self-government, and , besides, a Tamil Synod meets every three years,
ﬁt which, outside of the missionary provost, only hkhree Europeans, cho-
sen from the ranks of the missionaries, are granted the privilege of
oting membership. Leipzig felt encouraged to take this step,because

f the success atteined by their enforced experiment with a staff of
ell-trained native helpers. It is interesting and instructive to note
that the arrangement itself could have been developed from careful
perusal of the Bible and the history of the apostolic Church, as Dr.
Julius Richter points out: "A body of native pastors, conscious of
their spi®itusl responsibility; a large staff of catechists and evan-
gelists fof service in the outlying statioms and among thg heathen; a
well educated body of teachers for the lower and higher schools; and,
28 & solid and reliable foundation, a nucleus of dependable, faithful
elders; - and thus_we have in the mission before our eyes the Pauline

picture of the body with the many members and their particular functionms,
Jesus Christ being the Head." ¢
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EDUCATED MISSIONARIES
Before entering upon the caste question, we wish to draw attention

to one other lesson. That is the necessity for sending out educated and

intelligent missionaries.

If we look at the list of missionaries who successfully carried on
the work of the Hzlle-Leipzig mission, we shall see that they were well
educated men. Ziegenbalg visited various universities and, after study-
ing under Spener and Joachim lLange, finally settled down at Halle. Then
he sailed, he took zlong &s co-worker another university man, Pluetschau.

Gruendler studied at the University of Leipzig, got his li.A. degree at

\"ittenberg, and then taught at Halle. Schultze Btudied at Halle and

;was recommended particularly for his linguistic ability. Fabricius wss
& student at Gieszen and &t Helle. Schwartz, Gericke, and Jaenicke

were also from the University of Halle, as were most of their prede-
cessors. Then the Leipzig society took over the work, the first liission
Director, Dr. Graul, insisted that only such missionaries be sent out
&8 had an academic training. lost of them then studied their theology
&t the University of Leipzig. This principle was adhered to after
Graul's death.

Yhy was it considered necessary to send educated men as mission-—
aries? Did their education prove such an advantage? We will just refer
first of all to the case of Schultze. We stated in the historical
preface that Grﬁendler died in 17230, leaving the entire work in the
hands of three men who had arrived only the prévious year. That
might have spelled disaster for the work already begun and necess-
itated a fresh start, but Schultze had already distinguished himself
for linguistic ability in his university training. In April, 17230,




13

agter seven months in India), he presched in Temil, and wes able to
eke full charge of the work. We need only mention the valuable assist—
ce he was able to render later on in ladras, where he preached also
in Telugu, translated the Bible and Arnd's "Wahres Christentum" into
this language, and wrote a Telugu grammar; in addéition to these two
languages, he elso mastered a third, Hindustani (used by the lMohamme-
dans), &nd translated the Bible into this languege, besides writing
& Hindustani gremmer and & refutation of the Koren.

ot every missionary, of course, will be called upon to do Tork

of this nature. Its desirability, howevér, can scarcely be denied, es-
!pecially if the quality of the translation be as high as that furnished
;by Fabricius. Here, too, we can add = point to this lesson from the
history of the mission. The Tamil translation of the Bible by Fabric-

ius has not been surpassed, altho it was finished almost 200 yeers ago.

It will no doubt be conceded that quality is more desirable than quantity

also in this line. Translation presents many peculiar problems, which
we need not discuss in this peper. It will suffice tc say that great
judgment is required in rendering a translation which is faithful to
the original text and at the same time intelligible to the common peo-
ple. It will undoubtedly be conceded that, other things being equal,
the university trained man is better equipped in this respect than the
man who has not had the advantage of such an education. The linguistic
treining received in our Concordias should serve us in good stead, and
our miéeionaries we should pick from among those who have profited
mwost by this training.

It may seem exaggerated to lay so much stress upon linguistic

ﬂﬁﬁning, since most of our missionaries will not be called upon to




14

0 much trenslation. But they will be called upon to speak the language,
d, tho perhaps no missionary will ever be sent back beceuse he cannot
088ibly learn to speak the language, still there is a big difference
‘ietweeﬂgpe&king the language and speeking it well. That differmnce
rill in &ll probability make itself noticed in the missionary's effic-
}ehcy in the field. One report (not of the Leipzig mission) complains:
;FThere is & missionary now in the field who has seen many years of
r.rduous service, who yet reteins the pronunciation learned on the voy-
2gel And in all likelihood these blemishes will accompany him to the
,g:ra.ve." A man who has haéd training in acqui'ring other foreign lan-
guages will be more apt to take care 6n this point and better able to
surmount the obstacles. It is not unimportent. If we aim at the high-

est efficiency, then our goal in learning to speak the language must
be not merely to arrive at the point of intelligibility but to go on

to perfect.mastery. It may heppen in India as well as in America that
a8 barbarous pronunciation or & foreign accent will irritate sensitive
ears. Valuable remarks, tho perfectly understood by the natives, may
be nullified by the amhsement or impatience excited by bad pronunci-
etion. On the other hand, it is poi:nted out that "correct pronuncie-
tion will command such respect that sometimes it will be whispered,
'He has & Brahman's mouth!'."

There are other reasons,beyond the study of the language, which
show that & good education and a keen mind will be of advantage. It is
true that our work is the propagation of the Gospel; it is furthermore
true that in merely niaking known the Word of God, we can and should
hope that that Word will not return unto us void. However, we would
be first-grade fanatics if we for that reason purposely refrained from

anything further than merely bréadcasting the contents of the Bible by

TEYENT
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rd of mouth. We should be ready to answer the honest inquiries of

e heathen also by the material which is already commzon to them; and

e should be prepared also to show them the error of their ways by
eeting them on their own ground and, for instance, showing them the
elf-contradictiions in which they involve themselves. The idea which
}he Pietists held concerning missionary activity precluded polemics
and apologetics. They saw in heathenism merely a satanic darkness into
%hich the inguiring mind of the missionary should not venture. All he
need do is to hold up before the hemthen the kingdom of light and life,
the Christian meesage of salvation. Some of the missionariee sent out

from Helle nevertheless soon saw that it was decidedly necessary to

gain & thoro knowledge of the foe whom they sought to overthrow. Zie-
genbalg, for instance, writes:"I teke psins to learn the reason for their

idolatry from their own books and thereby to refute their errors.”

A Hindu may ask: "What is sin? "hat is virtue? They are bcth

the same, for both are worked by God. How can He punish the one &nd
reward the other?" How is he to be answered? You have to understand
his religion end get his viewpoint in order to answer him properly.
He neither understands the Bible's viewpoiaht nor accepts its authority.
Ve must not think that i% is easy to meet the objections of the
Hindus. It is a mistake to consider them a stupid and unintelligent
people, who cannot possibly match wits with an educated European or
American. "ifost Christians in Europe," says Ziegenbalg, "suppose the
Malabarians ( he regularly uses this term in his reports for Tamils)
to be Z?%grbarous people, but this arises from the Europeans who have
been amongst them not understanding their language, éo that they have
not been able to read their books, but have drawn their conclusions

from outward appearances. I must acknowledge that when I first came
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mongst them I could not imegine that their languege had proper rules,
r that their 1ife had the laws of civil order, and took up all dorts
pf false ideas on their actions as 1f. they had neither a civil nor a
oral law, - but as seon as I had gained a little acquaintance with

their language and could talk to them on various subjects, I began to

have & much better opinion of them and when at last I was able to Tead

their own books I found that the Malaberians discussed the same philo-

sophical subjects as the Sava.nfe" of Europe‘, and that they had e regu-
ilar written law, wherein all theological subjects were treated and
!demonstrated.“ This is Ziegenbalg, of the University of Halle, speak-
’ing. He saye further, "Though they are in great error and thick dark-
nese both with regard to their lives and thaching, yet I must declare
thet my conversations with them have often led me to deeper consider-
etion of meny subjects, and that both in theology and in philosophy
iI have learned much of which neither I nor other students had thought
‘bei‘ore. I remember that many learned people in Europe have written
on the manner in which the heasthen ought to be converted: but there
vas no difficulty in this, es there was no one but themselves to
contradict them. If these men were to come here, they would find that
for one reason which they Brought forward, the heathen would have ten
to oppose them. It requires great wisdom to converse with such people,
ahd to bring them to a conviction that their heathenism is false and
our Christisnity true."

The missionaty maat not only possess theological knowledge, but
must also have ;.771%&11136. mind. One might imagine the missionary suf-

ficiently equipped if he had mastered a well prepared list of all the

common objectiona ¢Eised byhthe'hea 5 Ohristianity®end the best

answers to these objections. That is not the case. The mere assimila-
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lon of knowledge will not constitute a man a good méssionary as far

8 his mentel equipment goes. Thiés is made clear by the following pass—

ge in & missionary's report: "Nor are the Hindus weak antagonists. The
have acquired & most skilful use of e11 the v'rea.pons of falsehood. Their
vile is, perhaps, equalled by none. Their dexterity is serpenyine. They
jprove an argument by figures, and happy ellusions, not by reasoning.
They disprove what the miesionary says, by employing false illustra-
:tions; so that when he is conscious of victory, they treat him as a
.prastrate foe." The advice might be given to refrain from arguing a
boint with the Hindus, but this is easier sald than done. The Rev.
%.Tasker gives the following pertinent advice: "We have said, as a
general rule, thet controversy, argument, discussion on any subject,
sacred or secular, are to be eschewed. Yet not invariably. People are
Eprone to think that you are conscious that defeat would be your posi-
tion in the end, and therefore they conclude that you are actuasted fy
.the prihciple, that discretion is the better part of valour. In such
& case you will observe the chempion that lays down the challenge
looking round for his meed of applause, on the ground that he has
constrained you to retreat before even you closed with him in combat.
Now, the denger even here for the man's soul and those of his fellows
is, that he believes this to be the true state of xLLxkxx matters.
And so they are confirmed in their unbelief."

From the foregoing, it will be clearly seen that the better a
man's education the greater will be his efficiency as a missionary. He
will not only be able to present his own case more clearly, but will
be better able to estimate the position of his opponent. Dr. Ihmels,
Leipzig's present Mission Director, says, "If polemics is practised

without an exact knowledge of Hinduism and merely from the first emo-
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ion,it will do more harm than good."

It might be possible, as one of the Leipzig missionaries even
ldvocated, to confine our work to the hill tribes and?%he out-of-the-
ray villages, where 1ittle intelligent opposition could be expected.
Ihis would not be & wise move, for Christianity would come to be
looked upon as a peasants' religion. "Christian" and "Parish" are
ilready synonymous in cera&in localities. It is true the poorest and
}owliest of people formed the bulkR of the early Christian Church, but
Ethe apostles did not confine their missionary efforts to them.

The heathen are not the only ones who come into consideration
vhen we speak of missionary .polemics. There are other Christian de-
nominations at work in India with whom our missions are bound to come
into contact. The Leipzig Mission Director finds not an advantage,

;but & distinct disadvantege, in the fact that they have very few

stetions vhere they kaxe sre zlone in the field. The new sonverts

especially are quite surprised and disappo@ntsd to find that even
Christianity is split up into different sects and that there are
"different brahds of Christianity"™. It takes a ceapable man to handle
the difficulties which "thus often arise. Just as here in the States,
contact with these other denominations need not always be antago-
nisFic, but it often is, especially if there are suspicions of pros-
ely;}ng. Considerable trouble was occasioned thus in the early days
of t;e Halle-leipzig mission. Francke wrides in 1759: " Another piece
of news which I have received has étruck me very much, and tmoubled
me not a little, namely that the Moravians are trying to establish
themselves in Tranquebar. Whoever knows the intrigues wlth which that

.8ect is always connected, will feel sure that not only the advantages

T
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which they will have promised to the King or the Company will consist
in empty words, as experience in Silesia and other places would prove,
but it is also to be feared that they will spare no peins to distract
the congregations gathered, which has ever heen the consequence of
their making their way into a place and trying to spread their cause
Eunder cover of the Saviour's name; for they seek out the least steady
and most pliable of the congregation, end teke great pains to draw
. them over to their party, by which they are torn away from simple
‘Ghristianity.“ Just a few years later, when Pondichery was taken by
. the English_from the French, in 1761, eight or ten Jesults were a-
mong those who fled to Tranquebar. The Danes forebade them to remzin
there, but this prohibition waes not enforced. The Jesuits started a
mission and caused the Halle mission much trouble. A Jesult school
master, out for & walk with his school children, met some of the
 children and teachers from the Lutheran mission, and started a dis-

pute. He spoke contemptuously of Luther and also said, among other

things, "You do not know the truth; none of you can be saved, only
we know the way to salvation. All who do not pray to the lother of
God, but say that she was & sinner, will certainly go to hell." It
takes a capable, and,as & rule, an educeated missionary to cope with
the Jesuits and to handle such a zxsE situation as arose from the
Roman Catholic activity in Tranquebar.

A well rounded education teaches a man that there always have
been and élways will be ways of thihking radically different from
whatever is prevalent in his own immediate surroundings, radically
different from evrything to which he has been accustomed. 4 well
rounded education will enable a missionary more readily to adapt him-

self to the people and their thot. This is essentlal. The Treport



20

of the Bombay Diocesan Committee of the S.P.G., for 1863, contains

the following remaerk: "after 200 years spent by the Emglish emong the
people, no European has yet acquired the requisite knowledge to enable
us to know with certeinty the prejudices that we wound, or the affect-
ions that we fail to win." John Murdoch,in his Indian Missionary
Yenuel, refers to this same deficiency and says: "This ignorance

:18 unquestionably one grezt cause why missions have not made great-
er progress." The more nearly perfect the missionary's power of
’.adapta,tion, the greater will be his efficiency.

| The supervision of the native pastorate and of the native help-
ers in general will require the aid of a2 good educetion, especially
in view of the Young India movement, when ideas of Home Rule and

other political projects are likely to find their way into the

hearts, and to find utterance upon the lips, even of those in
the service of the miseion.

The boarding-schools, the catechists' schools, the teachers!
seminaries, and the preachers' seminaries form an important part of
the missionary program. If this fact is recognized, then it will
be possible to understand the sppeal made hy Hissioamary Gehring
at the conclusion of a ledture in Leipzig: "The development of the
Indian school systenﬁema.nds at the present time especially able and
pedegogically trained men, and if our mission is not to lose out
in the competition with the English missions and in meefinét_:he
steadily increasing requirements of the school,.....then our mission
cannot neglect making provisions to this end that there will not be
8 lack of @dh who bring with them hot only a theologival, but also

a pedagogical tzaining.! More generally applicable is the following
from Mission Director Paul, also in a lecture delivered at Leipzig
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n 1913, and with this quotation we will conclude this section. He says,

At this opportunity, let it be pointed out that an a2lmost morbid fond-
ess for titles is prevalent in India. Whoever has not an M.A. or a
A, = or, in the case of a missionary, even a doctor's degree of &
erpan university - lacks the scholarly halo which lil.jsl es{eemed by the

f!indus in public 1ife. We will have to take this weakness of the Tamils
|

1

1md of the Indian official orgens into account and we will have to
ronaider the matter of utilizing the sojourn of our missionaries in
ingland,wherever possible, to this end thet they may acquire an eca-
emic degree; at least those who are to take an important part in the
chool work. The director of ou:'r seminary or the m of our high
chool in Schiali finds himself in a posi¥ion that is not very pleas-
t, when some of his teachers have a B.A. degzjee, and he has not. The
ndien mission needs just at thiés time men of considerable intellectu—
’1 preeminence. In the temple cities of the Tamil country, there are
frahmans who, in 1-;heir attacks upon Christianity; are not only subtle

and quick-witted, but who also know how to use the weapons of modern

scholarship....That the Brghmans do not let the results of modern Bible

criticism escape them is self-evident. Our missionaries must be a
majch for such opponents, especially those missionaries who are in

the front line of battle. They should also be able to offer the young

educated manhood, who attend the public lectures, a truly fine apology

of Christianity."

Other chapters could be added on lessons which are taught by the
history and development of the Halle-Leipzig mission in India, as :
The Force of Personsl Example; The Need of a Contingent Fund; Employ-
ment of Heathen Teachers in the Mission Schools; Schools for Christ-
lans Only or Also for Heathen (as & Missionary Agency)?; Charity: .




