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Die Apoftelgefdyidhte, iiberjelt und erllict von Hermann Wolfgang
Beyer. Vanbenhoed & Rupredht, Gottingen. 1032. 156 Seiten 6X9%%.
Preis: M. 5.60; bei Subfiription: M. 4.70.

E3 ift Dies cin weiterer Wand (fiinfted Teilbindbdyen) bes Werfes, das ben
Titel trigt ,Das Neue Teftament Deutfch” und deffen Erjdeinen litrzlidy) in biejer
Beit{dyrift jur WUnzeige gebradyt wurbe. Die AUnlage diefed furjgefapten Kommens
tacs ift diefelbe vic bic in bem jdyon bejprodienen Band iiber dic Gpijtel St. Pauli
an bie Nomer. Naddem cin bjdnitt in glatter liberfehung vorgelegt ift, folgt
in Heinem Deud cine Vefjprechung ber tidtigen ober {dhivievigen Punite. 3 ijt
anjuccfennen, dbaf; bei grofer RKiirze, bic ftrengftens alles vein Fadyminnijde ver=
meidet, der SKommentar dbod) reidhhaltig ift. LWas ben theologifhen Stanbdpunit
anbetrijft, fo ift allerbingd im WVergleidh mit ben Uufjtellungen eined Loifp und
Bouffet der Verfaffer fonfervativ; doch macdht er anbererfeitd der ungliubigen
RKritit die bebenllidhften fonjzejfionen. W Arnbdt.

God and the Cosmos. A Critical Analysis of Atheism. By Prof. Theo-
dore Gracbner, D.D. Wm.B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids,
Mich. 352 pages, 6X9%. Price, $3.00. Order from Concordia Pub-
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

There are books which really require no reviews since their very titles,
appearing above names of authors fully known to, and heartily trusted
and esteemed by, scores of readers, are favorable reviews in themselves.
Dr. Graebner's God and the Cosmos belongs to this class of preferred books.
The title suggests the subject which the book treats, and the name of the
author is a sufficient guarantee that the subject has been treated well.
In 1920 appeared Dr.Graebner’s monograph on Evolution; this was fol-
lowed in 1925 by his Essays on Evolution; both did much to place our
esteemed colleague into the front ranks of our country’s ablest Christian
apologists. His God and the Cosmos is the natural sequel to these two
controversial volumes. But it is more—it is his magnum opus on the
subject of evolution, a profound and truly grand treatise, written in sup-
port of the belief in God, the existence of the soul, and creation as dis-
tinguished from evolution. Such a work on behalf of faith against in-
fidelity might of course be expected from a scholar who is a theologian;
but in God and the Cosmos it is mot the theologian who meets atheism
and its allies, materialism and evolutionism, but the philosopher and
scientist, who in the name of reason and established scientific truth re-
futes atheism, materialism, and evolutionism. At once as the reader be-
gins to peruse the book, he becomes aware that the writer has a perfect
grasp of his subject, that he is well acquainted with the whole literature
which pertains to it, that he fully understands all arguments pro et contra,
and that he is absolutely sure of his goal. The arrangement of the ma-
terial, complex and difficult though it is, is clear, the language is simple,
but forceful, the presentation of evidence is natural and logical, and the
rebuttal is decisive. The volume is so full of valuable information that
it may be used as a source-book for lectures, sermons, tracts, and popular
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confutations of evolutionism. In it there is much learning, great earnest-
ness, and downright good common sense. It contains so much scientifie
matter that even the most learned scholar will find it useful; neverthe-
less, even the most difficult matters are stated so lucidly that also the
layman can follow the author and understand what a hopeless mess evo-
lutionism is. The book should be placed in every Sunday-school library
to give our high-school and college students a chance to find out what a lie
atheism is. It should be in our schools to supply the teacher the needed
evidence when he confutes the falschoods of “science falsely so called.”
Congregations that are wondering what book their pastor would like to
read will find in this volume a worthy and valuable gift. The book has
a message for our nge; it has a warning for our own people. It should
be placed and read and discussed wherever Satan’s messengers are doing
unspeakable harm by their ungodly agnosticism and pernicious atheism.
Books like God and the Cosmos are not written for the mere pleasure
of writing; they are God’s gifts to us, manifestations of His Spirit, to
profit withal. Let not the reader fear that he cannot understand it; its
sentences and paragraphs are intelligible to every person of ordinary in-
telligence and with a fair education. Nor let him fear that the subject
will not interest him; the subject in itself is of immense interest to every
thinking Christian; and besides, Professor Graebner never writes folk
to sleep. We ecarncstly hope that within a short time this timely book
will be in every school library, in every Sunday-school library, and in
every public library, and besides in many Christian homes, both within
and without the Lutheran Church. With respect to the arrangement of
the topics, the following will show just what he who intends to buy the
book may expect. ChapterI treats of the “Atheism of the Strects,” the
pitiful ungodliness of the common people, a lurid, but true picture of
present-day conditions. Chapter II presents the “Atheism of the Schw!l."
an important chapter for parents who are sending their boys and girls
to secular colleges and universities. Chapter III treats of the “Everlasting
No,” the dead indifference and deep pessimism which results from atheism,
together with fatalism and despair in every form. Chapter IV sets forth
the “Rational Argument” for God's existence; intelligent man recognizes
God’s existence from the works of creation. Chapter V offers a still more
subtle argument for the existence of an omnipotent, intelligent God, the
proof from design, or the eternal fitness of things that are. In chapter VI
the author treats “Fundamentals of Matter and Life,” presenting some
of the great mysteries of life that are possible only because there is a per-
fect God, who in wisdom made them. The “Voice of the Universe” is the
subject of chapter VII; modern science and modern scientists (Lodge,
Millikan, Sir James Jeans) find evolutionism incapable of explaining the
miracles of the universe as they present themselves everywhere under the
microscope and through the telescope. So chapter VIIT closes the investi-
gations with the prediction that the prodigals, those who wandered away
from the Father’s house, will return to acknowledge that atheism is ground-
less, materialism hopeless, and evolutionism untenable. In conclusion, we
direct the attention of our readers to the foreword, which ought to be
published some time in the CoxcorpiA THEOLOGICAL MONTHLY as & dis-
tinctive testimony against the lie of modern atheism, to the valuable index,
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to the helpful glossary, and above all to the excellent bibliography, which,
we are sure, will be of great benefit to the reader. The mechanical make-up
of the volume is all that can be desired. The print is clear, the paper
good, and the binding durable. The gilt lettering on the red cloth cover
gives the book a neat and distinguished appearance. Put it in your front-
room library where people who come in may sece it; it will be an orna-
ment on your book-shelves and a dependable reference work whenever you
happen to argue aganinst atheism, materialism, and evolutionism.
Jon~N THEODORE MUELLER.

Protejtantifdes Mictyrerbud). Bilder und Urfunden der cvangelijfien Mir=
threcgefdhichte aus vier Nahrhunberten. Jujammengeftellt bon Otto
Midhaelis Dritte, eriveiterte AUuflage. BVerlag von J. §. Steinlopf
in Stuttgart. 264 Seiten. Preis: RM. 4.80.

Gine Sammiung bon Veridyten, uclundlich beseugt, von dem Leiden und dem
Tobde foldjer, bic ihren Glauben mit dbem Tode beficgelt hHaben, darunter Leute
jedes Stanbes und Gejchledsts, aus alferlei Voll: Deut{de, Schweden, Eiten, Nie=
berlinbder, Gnglindber, Scjotten, Franjofen, Wallonen, Spanier, Ytaliener, Vih=
men, lingarn, Wrmenier; aud der Jeit der Reformation, der Gegenreformation
und aus dber Neujeit, leftere befonderd in Rufjland; dann auf 20 Seiten Briefe
von Miriprern, Yriefe an Mactyrer und weitere Urlunden fiber Marthrer; am
Edlufy neun Gedichte, cin Negifter und eine Tabelle von Tobestagen. — Die er=
3dblten Gejdhidhten find von ungleidjen Wert. Unter dben Mithrern find folde,
bie fid) den Tod mehr durd) ihren feftieverijdhen Fanatismus jugezogen Haben,
alg dbafy fie wm ihves Glaubens willen gelitten hiatten. Wenn man aud) gewiflich
bie Hinvidtung Midael Servetd nidyt billigt, jo ijt diefer Leugner der Yeiligen
Dreicinigleit bod) nidht unter die evangelijdhen Mirtyrer ju vednen! Nidt alle
Ungaben find lorvelt. Jdh habe nidht alles vergleidyen dnnen; ef fiel mic zuerft
in bie Augen die Gejdhidyte von der ungliidliden Johanna Grey; c& ift jdhiver vers
ftandlid), toie man fie in bie Neihe der Mirctyrer cinveiben und dabei ihr cigenes
lefites LWort anfiihren fann: ,Jd) bin unter bem Gejefy und durd) bas Gefely jum
Tobe verurteilt. ch bin unfduidig, benn twider meinen Willen bin idh ju dem
Unred)t getoungen tworden, bad id)y mit bem FTobe bezahle.” 1lnertliclidy ift aud),
vie der Verfaffer ju bem Datum ihred8 Tobes gelommen ift: 12. Februar 1556.
Reun Tage nad) ihrer frinung, im lter von fiebzehn Jahren, ftardb fie auf bem
Sdiafott, fagt er; Tatfache ift, dbaf Yohanna Grey am 10. Juli 1553, nad) bem
Tobe Gduards VI., gelrbnt tourbe; neun Tage fpiter tourde fie gefangengefesst,
aber crft im nddjten Jahre, nad) cinem Unfruhr, an dem ihr BVater teilnahm,
tourbe fie hingeridytet. Wenn der WVerfaffer im itbrigen ebenfo leidt mit dber Ge=
jyidyte umgefprungen ift, muf man fid) etias vorfehen, wenn man ihn itiect.

Th Hoyer.
The Course of Christian Missions. By William Owen Carver. Fleming
H. Revell Company, New York, N.Y. 320 pages, 5% X83%. Price,
$3.00. Order through Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

William Owen Carver is professor of Comparative Religions and Mis-
sions at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., and
the author of a number of books on missions. In this new book he pre-
sents the facts of missionary progress in their relation to history. He
does not profess to have written the history of Christian missions, but
modestly calls his work an “outline of its main course.” But it must be
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said in justice to him that it is a very comprehensive outline, one of the
fullest to be had in English, and will no doubt be well received in the mis-
sionary circles of our country.

To give the reader an idea of the contents of the book: The first
four chapters are devoted to a discussion of the Biblical background of
missions, the founding of the Church, and the progress of missions in the
Apostolic Age; the next three cover the advance of Christianity in the
world from Pentecost to the Reformation; two chapters are then devoted
to the Reformation and the missions of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies; and chapters XI to XXII present the era of modern missions, be-
ginning with the work of Wm. Carey.

We cannot always ngree with the conclusions drawn by the author,
for instance, when he states (p.95) : “If we cannot excuse, we can at least
understand the fact that Protestantism took no interest in missionary
work beyond the confines of Europe for a hundred and fifty years.” -It
seems to us that as long ns the Lord of the Church keeps the door of mis-
sionary opportunity closed, the Church cannot be expected to enter. That
certainly was the case during the sixteenth century. On the other hand,
the author is right when he says of the next century: “It is less easy to
understand, and less easy to justify, the active opposition to minll_onl.
when they came to be urged, on the part of the ccclesiastical authorities
and systems.”

Two noteworthy chapters in the book are XX and XXI. In the former
the author traces the movement, begun in the last century, on the part of
the various denominations to establish “free churches” within the .rea.lm
of the European state religions. In the latter the Protestant missionary
endeavors among the Jews is discussed.

Our pastors who are interested in missions or who desire o volume
that will give them ample material for lectures on various mission-flelds
will find this work very serviceable. W. G. POLACK.

Winning the Outsider. By William E. Schramm. A Brief Discussion

of Missionary Motives and Methods. 06 pages, 5X6. Paper-bound.
Price, 50 cts.

Beginning at Jerusalem. By William H. Lehimann, D. D. 44 pages, 5X6.
Paper-bound. Price, 25 cts. Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, O.
The first one of these brochures is a discussion of the fundamental
questions that have to do with mission-work. It is of a practical nature,
containing at the end of each chapter questions on what has been pre-
sented and suggested Bible-rendings. The second brochure is intended to
arouse interest in Home Missions and for that reason submits informa-
tion on this branch of church-work as carried on by the American Lu-
theran Church. The appeal is evangelical. Each chapter is at the end
supplied with review questions. W. Agxor.

Religions of Old Xorea. By Charles Allen Olark. Fleming H. Revell Co,
New York. 205 pages, 51,X81;. Price, $2.50.

The author served more than twenty years in the Korean mission and

is now professor in the Presbyterian Seminary of Korea. The book eon-

sists of lectures delivered in various American seminaries and to a large
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extent made up of material drawn from the author’s own note-books. At
the same time he has consulted a large number of works on the religions
of Eastern Asin. He traces the history of the various religions which now
have adherents among the Xoreans — Buddhism, Confucianism, particu-
larly the Shamanism, or spirit-worship, practised by the great masses of
this country (and Korea has a population of twenty million). Even in
this most degraded cult there is the recognition of “a supreme God over
all,” in confirmation of Rom.1,19 (p.1905), while worship is rendered to
the spirits, most of whom are “definitely malignant” and for which the
author finds a parallel in the Chinese kwei (evil spirits) and shen (good
spirits) (pp. 113. 175). While the author scems to find some good in
Buddhism and Confucianism, he makes no such claim for the Shamanism
which holds the masses in its thrall. An interesting chapter on early
Christian contacts (some of them doubtful) and particularly of Roman
Catholic missions in Korea are treated in the final lecture. The book is
supplied with footnotes throughout. The index is unsatisfactory.
Tx. GRAEBNER.

Sivdlidjed Jahrbud) fiir die evangelifhen Lanbedfirden Dentidlands 1932,
Ein DHilfsbud) jur Kirdenfunde ber Gegenwart. JIn der Nad)folge don
D. Johannes Scdueidber fHerausgegeben von Lic. Hermann Saffe.
59, Jabhrgang. Drud unb Verlag von €. VBectelSmann in Glitersloh,
XV unb 611 Seiten 6X9. Preis, lactoniert: M. 15; in QLeinlvand gebuns
ben, mit Niiden= und Dedeltitel: M. 17.50.

Died ift wieder bas {don oft angejeigte Schneidberidhe HRivdlide Jahrbudy”,
bag bequemifte und mir faft unentbehrlidhe Hanbdbucd) jur Kenntnis der beutfdy:
lanbifden livdlidhen Verhiltniffe. Der Name D. Sdyneiders, dbes Vegriinbers und
langjihrigen Herausgebers, wird fitr immer mit dbem ,Jahrbudy verbunben blei=
ben, wie er audy immer auj dbem Titelblatt crfdyeinen joll. Die Hauptarbeit Hat
Lie.Saffe getan, der aber 3wilf Mitarbeiter geloonnen Hhat, lauter belannte Kirdens=
manner Deutidhlands: Miffionsdbireltoren, Profefloren, Generaljuperintendenten
und andere. Juerft folot auf 176 Seiten cine cingehende Ubhandlung iiber bie
tivdhliche Jeitlage, dic befonders die brei grofien Themen von heute Herausgreift:
Rrifis der Neligion, Politif, Katholizismus. Sodann ird die faft Hunbert Seiten
fiillende tivchlidhe Statiftil dbargebotent und dann desd weiteren Veridyt ecftattet itber
Jugenbacbeit, JInnere Miffion, foziale rbeit ber Kirde, Gvangelifation, Heidben:
mijfion, Jubenmiffion, iiber dbie deutjde evangelijde Kirdhe im WUusland, die dlus
menifde Vewegung und den Pecfonaljtand bder Kicvdjenbehorben, Freilivden,
theologifdhen Falultiten, YPredigerfeminare uftv. Der Herausgeber qehort der
fonjervativen Nidhtung an; er Hebt mit Redht Herbor, daf dbie Kivdhe und die
Theologie auf der LWahrheit ruhen miijfe: AN Siind’ Haft du getragen und
bafi alle theologijhe Arbeit in der Gegemmwart an bie Vefenntniffe bes fechzehnten
Jahrhunderts antniipfen miiffe, Htocil die Kicdye, bie fic gefdaffen Hat, mehr vom
Gvangelium berftanden hat als die ThHeologen ded neungehuten Jahrhunberis”
(S. VII). Sonit ift freilid) ber Stanbpunit des Werles ganj und gar der Standb:
puntt ber deutjhlindijden Lanbdeslirchen. Wir fenmen fein LWerf, bas einen
foldien Ginblid gibt in die lirdhliche Lage, und twenn man baju ben ebenfalls vonr
uné micderholt angejeigten amerifanijden Lutheran World Almanac Bat, {o
bat man die beften Handbiider jumn Nedyjdhlagen iiber alle firdhlidhen Juftindbe
und BVerhiltniffe der Gegentoart. Q Fiicbringer.
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Pastoral Theology. A Handbook of Seriptural Principles. Written es-
pecially for pastors of the Lutheran Church. By Jokn H. O. Frits,
D. D., Concordia Theological Seminary, St. Louis. Concordia Pub-
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 1032. IX and 343 pages, 6X0. Price,
”125.

It is not too much to say that the appearance of this book is hailed
with joy throughout the ranks of the clergy of the Missouri Synod, and
we hope this will be the case also in many places beyond the confines of
our own church-body. It was known for some time that Dr. Fritz was
engaged in the writing of this book, and repeatedly inquirics came as to
the progress that was being made on it, which showed the great interest
with which its publication was awaited. Evidently the book was needed.
The esteemed author says in the preface: “This book has been written by
request. Two reasons prompted its publication: first, the need in Jout
circles of such a book in the English language; secondly, the desirability
of having a book on pastoral theology that gives due consideration to con-
ditions as we must face them at the present time.” No one who is ac-
quainted with the situation in which our Chureh finds itself can dispute
the correctness of this statement. It will be well if we point here to the
relation between this mew book and Walther’s classic work on pastoral
theology, which during the last half century has served as text-book in
our theological seminaries. Dr. Fritz acknowledges that his book is based
on that of Walther. For one thing, the underlying principles in Walther's
book could not be changed because they represent the teachings of Holy
Beripture; for nnother thing, Walther, being not only a great scholar,
but & man of marvelous practical ability and insight, succeeded in casting
his discussions into a mold which it is rather diflicult to improve upon.
But while following Walther, our author mnever permits himself to be
shackled to such an extent that his work resulted merely in a translation.
When paragraphs are taken over from Walther's book, usually a number
of new thoughts are added. But especinlly must it be borne in mind that
a considerable number of chapters in this book are entirely original. We
shall mention merely those that treat such important subjects as the
spiritual care of young people and stewardship, including church finances.
From this it is evident that the work before us cannot simply be called
a reproduction of Walther’s Pastoraltheologie. It is mot designed to dis-
place the latter work. The many quotations in Walther's book, most of
which are here omitted, will always retain their value, and we sincerely
hope that our ministers will continue to study Walther's fundamental
work. But owing to the great amount of new material which Dr. Fritz's
book offers and owing to its English dress we hope that every pastor of
our church-body and many others will feel that they cannot afford to be
without this splendid production. 3

The book has many excellent features. It is written in a simple,
direct, straightforward style, which is admirably adapted for discussing
the subjects which constitute that branch of theological study and work
which we call pastoral theology. Again, the book is comprehensive. The
author has endeavored to treat all the subjects and problems which a pastor
would like to see touched on when he approaches a work of this nature.
While the discussion is full, we, in browsing in the book, never felt that
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the presentation is on the verge of becoming diffuse. Among the special
sections which are inserted because the times call for special remarks
on the respective subject, we should like to draw attention to the para-
graphs on unionism (pp. 218 fl.) and to those on the lodge (pp. 223 f.).
Every reader will agree that these specinl discussions greatly enhance
the value of the book. Finally, although the author always proceeds
on the basis of doctrine, linking his remarks to Scripture-prssages and
enunciating on their basis the great principles that have to be upheld,
the work is intensely practical, viewing the minister in his various aec-
tivities and showing him which course to take as one problem after the
other arises before him. It is well known that Dean Fritz has a genius
for practical church-work, and we see him here at his best. The publica-
tion before us is one of the most important books issued by Concordia
Publishing House in recent years. It will be a big factor in fashioning
the work of our clergy. We are gratified to sce that the book to which
such an influential mission has been entrusted is not only Seriptural and
conservative in its theology, but in every way a noble production. The
exterior of the book, the binding being durable blue buckram, is in keeping
with the fine contents. The work goes out with our prayer that God will
richly bless it for accomplishing the purposes for which it was written.
W. ArNDT.

Religious Education in the Rural Church. By Henry W. McLaughlin.
Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, N.Y. 220 pages, 5X7%. Price,
$1.50.

This is the type of book that tempts the reviewer to offer a great many
quotations. The author is Director of Country Church Work in the Pres-
byterian Church, U. S., and the entire book breathes his interest in the
work in which he is engaged and the purpose of his calling. It is true
that the book is written from the standpoint of the author’s denomina-
tion, that the objectives of religious education as given on p. 99 f. are in-
adequate, and that individual chapters, like chapter VIII, “The Rural
Church and Public Education,” could hardly receive our approval because
there is too much commingling of Church and State presented in this dis-
cussion. But if one keeps these points in mind and uses discrimination,
one may profit immensely from the excellent suggestions with which the
book abounds. This is particularly true of the paragraphs which set forth
the opportunities and the possibilities of work in the rural districts, es-
pecially in certain parts of our country, which the author calls “fallow
fields.” He offers figures to show that many country parishes with able
pastors have had a far greater growth than city congregations, and he
makes a very convineing plea for more attention to be shown to the rural
districts of our country. Among the fine sentences, some of which are
truly epigrammatie in form, we quote the following: “Religious education
properly executed will do more to cure lawlessness than legal processes”
(p-21). “I fear our seminaries are partly to blame for the city-minded-
ness of our preachers” (p. 28). “Education divorced from religion has
proved to be a national menace” (p.32). ‘“Outside of the cities of 25,000
or more population 47 adults out of every hundred are not members of
any church — Jewish, Mormon, Christian Science, Roman Catholie, or

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1933




Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 4 [1933], Art. 22
160 Book Review.— Qiteratur.

Protestant” (p. 33 f.). “The family that gathers around the open fire,
that uses the same light, and daily has fellowship at the meals can more
casily maintain the family altar than the one in the city which is seat-
tered by the multiplicity and complexity of conditions in our modern
urban civilization” (p.56). “The easiest place for the Church to operate
is in the country community, where the families dwell on their own farms
and do their own work or trade work with their neighbors. In such acom-
munity there are no sharply drawn social distinctions; no family is over-
rich, and none is exceedingly poor” (p.65). One is inclined to quote more,
especially from the section on the training of rural church-workers and
on vacation church-schools, but lack of space forbids. The money invested
in this book will bring good returns. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Ghriftentum unb Gocthe. Von M. Willlomm. Sdriftenverein, Jwidaw,
Sadifen. 16 Seiten. Preis: 50 PF.

Gine lidtoolle Behandlung bes im Titel angemeldeten Themas. Reltor Wills
fomm fdreidt sine ira et studio, mweift aber durd) Velege aus ber Goethefdyen
Lyrit und Proja, befonders aud) aus dem ,Faufte, nad), dbaf dber grofe Didyter
bem Ghriftentum gegenilber geiticbens eine ablehuenbe, durd) feinen dem Egoiss
mus und dbem Qebens: und Naturgenuf ergebenen Sinn motivierte Stellung eins
genommen Hat. Th Gribner.

RECEIVED.

Neue Frdilide Seit{drift. Herausgegeben von F.Vergbolt, L. Jhmels,
Th.3abnundandern. Deidjert, Leipyig. 43. Nahraang, 7. Deft: K. Feor, «Die
Weiensbeftimmung des Katholizismus unter der Einwiclung des Hegeljhen Jdeas
ligmus" (Sdluf); Fr. Wiegand, ,Die Vedeutung Wlbertd bes Grofen fiir feine

it*; V. Mojer, ,Aus der Gejdhichte der Cutherbibel bes 17. Jahrhunberts®;
. Spranger, ,Aus dem Leben cines frantijhen Landpfarrerss, I. Teil (Autobios
graphic); Dr. Wotjdle, ,Das pictiftijche Salle und die MAuslanddeutfden, I Teil;
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