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OHS AYOSTOLIC S700=SSION OF T=C EIZISC0PAL (EUROH.
- "By this term(Apootolis Succossion) is understood the olsim mede by most eplscopally
ordained olergyuen cni biehops( suglicsn, Sgriam, end Gatholic churohes) that thoy
' constitute linke in an uninterrunted chain of similerly ordsinsd persons, ths first
of whon ware oxdzinad by the zpostlec thomselvos. With this opinion is colibimed tho view
fiat only olergymon who are in the line of this spiritual succession aro entitled to a
pestoral offico in the Uh»istion Cimreh, 2ni that =21l others =surp the fanstiozns of the
Biriotryeeess the suthoritativoly coarmisloned ministry is tho proper divine instrumental-
ity th:r:llgh which Chriet , tho exalted invisible Henld of the Ohmroh, who woriks by ths
Holy Chost, comrrmientes to Hic Zogple His promised sifts of grace."(Zho Ooncordia
Gyalopeils) JThis dofines tho temm apoptolic Suscession o8 1t 711l bs used in Yhis paper.
Zhe apastslic Supgassion of the Dpiscopal oharch in its historlo, its dogmatis, ond its
'i].:ltm.';;‘.'.s sogoeks , tronted erhomatively sud complstoly, would produss a treatise whioch
Iluﬂi. axtendi for bogond tho seot limdtc of this paper. ind »ather thon treat th: toplo
anly in o gencrnl, vesue, and indefinito :mmmer, ttis zbell Ds a dlscusaion of a fer of

he salient noints in comngotion with the apostolic succession of the Spiscopsl church.
I sholl ettompt thon to trace the orisin of the dootrine of tha apastolic succanslong
o ghew thet the idea of apostolic succeseion wao rotoined iz the Ordinnl of theo
@pisoopel oimroliy nnd briofly to rofute the clai=s of those that Lold the tizory of
ilpostolic cuocozsion.

997 ORICIT OF 2£3 PESGIT OF ATOSIOLIO SIOOESIIOL.
with _t.!n exzcoption of 1 2im.3,2; and Pit.}r, where the officc of Bishop is men~
oned, sll referenses %o churoh officers in epostolic litorzture are in the plural.
o nomes which are used are vurled and lnterchangeable. This varlety is explained by"
t scholars as due to the varied functions of officers of tho same rani, _’,,,"3

3 mado by Ignstius in hin letter to Polyoorp vhere he addresses hiz ae- flodu ke Py
! [
roiomp Lenrwsits Lunprdiov. momyer; 1t will be moted that the dsfinite article is

ng in the designation here and it czn hardly bo held thet here Folycarp wos already

Upon &5 _the heod of the church ct Smyrns. Tals view is strengthensd when w7e sse \

The first definite reference to an individual, who 1s definitely oslled - £‘ mi Ko r
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' Folyuarp inseribing his omn lotter - 02 ulﬂ’plnj Mui of bov -lfi'rp 'lfl'btlu'ri-}-q-’
Mhore ho ovidently uses the term- lflud-an'ﬂs as egpivalent, at lesct In rank, with ‘
_-‘"‘”“" « Hozover, Isnatians imows nothing whatsoevor of the ipostolic Baccession

of these bishops. With hi= the Bichop tozother with the Presbyters and tho Descons are

the hesd of tho conzrogation, the center of umity. Pims in his admonition to the Yrolliane
exhorts them to obedionse, not only to the Bishops but- .f,..--"...-, Iy t-,:': lP'bﬁu—ﬂ"F"?

b3
fed Prall XITI).ind esnosiclly doon ho insist thet- € Yep/S Emrbnonsv mﬁ neee -
BuTeplbo k-h St whSrwy ppibVwy 77, 0UTCs 0V kaBxpos EeTiv
7‘11 buvgilysers.

(=2 Era:l.:l..lhl In other plsces Ignatius ozllo the 'h!.nhn,ps typee of God or Oariest ani the

Freshyters typos of the Apostles.(Boebers Dogmongeschichts Vol.I,pe30)

WHopeelnmis does not zive any title to t.h':- hesds of the Jscsn charch®,
(Hateh "o organisation of the esrly Ghristisn Comrehos")™Fhe words of Hegesinpas do
aot toush tho prinoiple in dioputo”.{Un Loffoy"®ho Ohristisn :Anistry”p.40S) Hegesinpas

in his reforoner to Iic vinit to the Ohurch of Oorinth andi $o Rows says"In evsry succecsion,
erl In every alty, the doetiine provails ncao-u.!.z.-s' to whnt 1o deslarsd by the lsxr and

the prophets snG sho Lord."(Quoted by Zusebius) .Eut the succecslon of which Eezesipous

lmei:r- cannot bo chown to rofor to on epostolis sucoession, but rether to an eplscopal
mnlor.. or rather o o succession of ths offico of the opl.lnom Py
irencus oalls Polyccrp- l‘,-m’fn; 00 AV OV roatk ey nftblgu TEPOS
(Zpist. 24 Florin. maotod by Suoebins) Polyoerp wes Adpostoilc insofar as ha oontirned

ln the teadhirzo of the h_r_-.nnt:l.as. Eo woe FPresbyter insofar ==lha w-s entructed with tke
piritasl eore of hie con:zrezstion ac o cheopherd Is entrustsd with the core of a £flook.
Durljg the lifeti=e of Ironeus the Cnostic comtroversy raged and

9 wrote mmch polomio material ageinst the horetics. Ome of hilp strong argusents cgoinst
(nostics woo that tho tratk 1o to be founi in tho clmroh founded by the apostles.

et tho chmrch which contimmed ir tie apostles' dootrine was the trie church and no ore

i soe: to find trith 'n othaor pleoes. Thus he says"It is not nedessary to seek the

ath omons others whloh 1% ;.I ecsy to obtain from the Omroh, since the ipostles, like

rich man in a boniz(depositing his money), lodged In her hands most plentifully all the

68 wilch aro of trath, so $hot evory ome who wishes to wse 1%, can take £rom her ‘the
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l’lﬂﬁt of 11fo".(Tantns izitur ostonsiones o:m sint, hsec non oportot ajimo gusorore apud
‘Ill.u veritatom, quam faolle oot eb ecolesia szmors, ocum apostoli, cunsi in depositorium
'divios, plemissime in oo contulerint ommis gquae sint veritatis, utl omnis quicungus velit,
‘sumt ez e potwn vitso¥(Iren. Adv.Eoer. III,0.4,1) If wo consider ths time sni tha oon-
‘@itions in which Ircneac lived sn. wrokte then we osn also understerd als next statemant,
'"Ubi igitur choriemnte Domini posite eunt, ibi dise:re oportet veritatem, amud quos

@st 02 guae ost sb apostolis eooleciao successio, ot 1d auod est sznum ot irreprobebile
sermonis oomstab. F1 enim ot oom guac ost in agum Deum, qui omnia fecit, fidem rostrem

)mtoalunt"."’-.‘harefm-c where the gifte of tho Loxd hava bc;n blagel there it iz nesessary

to dlscorn the trath: ocmons those( =smons vhom) the suocossioz of the cumren is, whick is
from the opostles, and that which ccnstitutos whast is sourd end irroproachtoble iz dlscourss.
These oloo gnard owr faith which is in onme God who oreated a=ll things.”(Irensus iév.Esar.

Booiz IV,0.45,1)2h000 stutoments nrove Sho historlosl continuity of th: cussession of the

hosis of the conzrormtione from She times of the Apostles up to the tire of Irsmens.

Iraneuas moktes no ctafcuwent rezmydiing Lpoptolic Szceossion, thnt is the transmiseion of

v.ne graca fram Bichorp Lo Bishop, and or!.:..:!.ally from =?:a dnostles."@o reprosent Ire-

as boliavins that bichons were "the guurdions alesd no doubt of the grooe by -h!.ch
isticns live'({(an Core holl in his "The Ohristicn Minfatry™)) 1o an eztravasant

lgence in tho "frec use of unproved csounpiiona'"(Zefroy p.403"Cho Ohristion llinistry")
vhon I engas ssys that the bishops have the choris:a veritatis he does zot say that
have recolived a charismetic transmission from the oxdeinins 3iskop by ths instrumen~
ity of the layinz on of hconic, bat he ssyo they recoived "with the suocession of the
soonate, the gortain ift of truth, according to the Zood plossure of the Father:"Ial
episoopatus snccossione chsrisme veritatis cortum, secundum placitum sctris scosper-

._ t."(idv. Eaor. Book :v.e.w.-_nm this cherisma was no more m:r less than the dootiineg

jf the apastles in contresdistinotion to the horeslies of the Gnostics.
: In a letter to the hesi af the Roman churgh in which e woull expect

Lin to use tho title"Bisiiop™ if that were current at the time, or if ho recoznized him.

l' ‘ ‘
' apo
' sach, Irgmeus spesks of the nredecessors of Victor as - ﬂl'ﬂvﬁ.nrr"_ =t &/
L"! Pas MpEe B Teper of RPOVTEYTES w0y Fxxrweds Ty wu vir Jeugl

E.?!—"'"f'lr'v Aoty K2t miev eTa.”




!'.- H 4-

1~
=

| It ic ovident from tho abo7s that Irenous nmrnl sm- of the

lgoltoll.o Succession in the munnor in whioh Angliesn writors would ’l.ﬂl. hin to.

w Thooforet adwmsced the opinion which w2s adopted by many latsr writers
=t the nzm officors in tho chwrch who were first ozlled Apostles were léter called

‘Blaops. Ee boces hls srowent on o pnsszzo ln tho Splctle to the Fhilipnisn: whers In

.the opainin; of tho latter the zwea‘wters“'-;ﬂ-*-‘"'u ) are saluted .aa!. whero later o

4‘!.n tho body of the lottor Spanhireditus 1o mentioned =s an'spoctle’ of the '?ni.!.lppia.—.sha-:-

Tninrerev )o Sichop Li-hifont in "Discoriztion on the Lpostolic LzoM sompletelr

refatos thiz arramont whon hs says "If ' apostle' zorg hud the mosning whlch iz thus
&snimed to it, all the thioe orders of tho ministry would be Zound at Philippl. 3:at this
=:lntu“pr:="""i:* will not otumd. Phe trae LApootlo, iiko St.feter or St.Johm, bears this title

as tie mopcenger, %io dologato, of Chrlct Simgelf: while Spaphwoditus iz only 'zo ctyled

88 the mosconoer of thie Fhilippion brothorhood; szd in the vory nezt olauss the a=zjreszion |

e=plained by the stutomant tind ho ecarried thelr olms o St.Fanl(21l.2,28).The uss 32

fhe word hare hos & poraliol in another 'passase, whore moccengors(or spostles) of tho e!mr—
ghes are mentloncd. (2 Osy.5,23"Whethor any do eangquire o2 Titus, ne 1s my partner and
fellow-Iielpsr conserming you: or our bhretineon be onyuired of, theoy are tho messengers

£ the clmrchus, ond the zlory of G:r-.ﬂ.ﬁt.“hnl-"-hah\u b )It 18 mot therefore to

18 apoztle thabt wo mast look for thy prototyne of the bishop.”

| Olamont of Roue is ndvanced by mony olalmenis of the Apostolic succes—
#lon as & strons proo? for tholr Gootrino.Sspocially do thoy insist that o cortain pas-

9 in Clomont's lotter to tho congregation =t Oorinth indlcatas that the Apostles

toly aftor tho fall of Jerusslem instituted the Zpiscopal systom wlth 1ts sugsoes-

Hon, as the cente: of the unity of the church.The passaze :.-e!‘er‘-od. t> is ir paragraph

W ard reis : n-ﬂ'b'llu-r yodsg ﬂ'P'ﬂf-v-rv--a sews ancTafV Eme ""V'“"* ‘ﬂ"ﬂ"%"
mu,g’ Eav Kot n Jubn- Vin S wrras l."n'r-l d‘c.lo#r,--lluu-l'v-a -u-.lpgr
r Ay rouppier L Ty :

-»
thoy appainted the Zormerly mentionad .ré aftersard gave an ;mmu'r {Bothe tienslaten
311" which moy or may not be correct.fossibly a corraption of tia text obtains

g )hw if thoy chould have fallen saleep other approved men should recelve tuolr of£i0e." | E



7 thic Iothe concludos "Jhose notices seom %o jJastify the comclusion th:t imadinte

e

. after tho full of Jorusalasm o councll of thwo Lpostlos znd first toachors of tho Gospsl

" 7ma hold to deliberata on the oricio, aud to froms measures for tho well-boinz of the -

| olmrch. Tho contor of tho system thon organlzed was Splscopacy, Which ot oxes secured

. the compact and harmonious <woriing of euch Irpdividanl conzregntion, ond =3 a link: .f
comzinigziion batweon spparato bDrothorhoods formed ths wikole into one ;nﬂlvlﬂﬂal eatho~
lis elmreh."Sub Dotho sltozether aoverlsois the parpose of Olsmont's lettor. Firat
it is to De noted that Olemont doos mot write im hls omn name, nor iz hls sathority,
bat in the nm ~nd sathority of t:e church st Dome. Secondly the historical comasstion
in which the lottor was writton mast be undorstood in order to corrsctly ascertain iis
posaible worth in commestion with tho orimin of the orostolic succeazion. The ghursh P

| Corinth ic boinz dist-dbed by o opirit of Insubordinstlon. Contrasting elszent s have

orgpt Into the conpresatlon. Cloment writing in tho nume of the Romen ghmrsh attempts to

sorrect thode irvsoalariticc. Ee rominin Sais resders thit tho office of srecbyters end

bd.oaaans was estzblichied by the apostles snd that thae cpostlas ales at the ssxe tims gave

dirgctions thut whemn theme procbyters aoxnd othor officers disi or in soms other monnar

i vagsneles ocourced in the chmrch other mon of charccter chiould fill these vzoaoncles.
Throushout the lottor tho tor=m Bishop is synonymous with presdytor and no montion of
epiccopacy io medo oy Olement in the sence which Hotho toitos it.Blshop Lightfoot in this
emmotion optly polnts ogut tiat tho ldea 6f cp'i.lnom wac & plow development extoniing
itm-o.u:a_‘h conturles ond thact a cimple order .';'l.v-m: by o ocouncil consistinz of apostdlic
teschors iz insufficiont to explain the phonomenon.(Ii fitZoot "Dissertation on tho

|

‘Apostolic igof

In this commestion it 7ill bolnteresting to mota Just what the
irelation of the bishop to the rost of the co—amity was during this period."The sar-
11est thoory of the relation of the bishop to the cormmmity"says LightZoot(ibid ploOs)
that the bishop stood in the place of the unseen Loxd, entrusted with the oversight
his Zaster's houschold until he should retwrn from that fer country into whlech he had
«"Thut tho early Ohristians bel:md thaot Ghrist wonld soon raturn t o Juise the

1d 1s historical fcct. To usarp anything rosembling the position and the anthority
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osaclon fhus fall ot this initinl poink. I‘any othor linzs in the chain =re historically
wmting. “ho lingazo is o mgth or st best o nora odimg -out of probabilities b vogae
sal Iafo tradifions. Yhis 4i° now o nildly sdmitted by the bost and mozt careful Frotes-
fant senolowc. Tho title is Indofanciblo."I on fally catisfied says 3lshop Haoally, "that
till o consmmmte stupidity ean Do hensplly estebliched, and wmiversally spresd over tha
lsnd, thors is nothins th £ tends =5 mach &o destroy all due raspect So tha elorzy o8
the demond of more then oan bo due thomg and nathins hes so effeatually throwm contapt
upon 4 rosmlor snesccslon of the minletry oo the eallin: ni sucssocsion regulor but wast
728 waintorruptad; oui the mizin the aternal saivetion of Onriztlane to dsnend upan
thaS wn'ntamenobod cucsosalon, of which tho most losrned rmet hove tha liast cssarcasa,
i the ﬁn'.!.r::-:-zz'-m: oz hove na umotlon bub throush: ismorcnes und oredullisy."(Zaflintoacic
and Strons Vol.Z p.E)

20 wdvonoo the crgwsont that Onrizt ipstitutsd the Ohrictian miniciry,

guarantecd Ilc resonce nnd powsr So Eis Charel snd that in virtus of that Sreconca ani

o In sscordanes with nis inskisation of tho minlstry the cpocisl bozer of the Asostolic
Saesosaion is poscoused Lo n 5 sulfialeont and will mot besr investissi lon."For" cays .
Iofroy™lo ouch plending it wozld bo cufficlent to repz.;. The elalm: you moikts is inilividasl.
it 1s dopived t.voush Imdlvidusis, thcouzh ell the ases of the roont and romote past.

It 15, as szuch, indopendent of the scelstr, oven thoush Chriat instituted 1t. To vindi-

eate =n Individusl oloin by roforr!.n:s to tho feot of the Divine orizin sf tho sselsty is

to sbenion the principle contendel Zor. it in to admit the origin of the office In the
soglotr. It ic -n ea tablish the c¢lai= on t_n basis 3f power: given to the soclety by Uhrist.
Bat this d.atrm tho individasl charaster of the clsin which is sot up.”(Lefroy"rhe
Ghristisn Einlstry" p.3&3) ; '

Oarding] Femsen who turned Oatholic daring the Oxford movemszt im order
to Romnize the Anglican cimrch soys,™fhat the anglisans can clsim to heve God's ilinlsters
nmnc them doponds directly ond solely upon the valldlty oi.' thelr orders; and to prave
the:l.r valldity, they are bound to trace their successlion thmua: e hagdred intermediate
steps, tlll at lemgth thay resch the apostless till they do thelr olaim is in sbeyance.If
1% 1s irprobable $h.t the succosnion has mo flgws in it, they have to beor the brunt of .
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_ the improbz=bilitys; if it is precumhble 2t a spsalsl Frovidonoe pracludes such fleme, - -

or compenoaton for thom, they esimat toke the bomoZit of thot prosumption to themselvosg
for to do so would be olaiming to helong to the trus m:._-ch. to whlch tist high Frovi-
domos A8 promised, and tiis thoy oounot Go without argulng im a oircle, first sroving
that thoy cre of ths trae Okarch beosuse thoy have valid Orders, end then th::wt their Or-
Cobd abo valld beozuse thoy ars of the true Tamroh.

i "oy is the avostolic descont of her priesis ths dirsct warrant of

thoir power in the oyes of the £ ithful; tholr warront is her immedints prasent, ilving

T S

Lautiority; it is tho word of tho Shwrch which mevrks thom out st the minlstare of -'}ai.'

mot apy historiczl or antisnmricu rececrehy or gonosloziezl toble.”(3ss2gs,Tol.IL p.S5)

Twmo &0 gomelude , the elzmin to ipnstgiie Sugoessisn esn be hold

neithor on grouandr of Holy Writ, nor on the bools of history, nor throuch ths subtle use

? of logle in mtbompting 4o orento sn unbriizon clericcl suscoscion. 2o base oma'e cooaw-
. tteo of fowglvenens of sing on the mrecumption tint one's bishop hes rocelved the rizht

Bof bindine =nd lgocelns by dircot sugcession fwom the Apostles through the imposition
of the hondin of his predesescor and the recelitetion of o gortain formmla is & =onstrum

|
I
|
! ingertitudine whleh if comslstombly hold must cartainiy buxden the heart of the inzlloan
| :

| and esst n Goop ohador . on the cortainty of nis boinr in a stote of Grice with Gold thaough
the murits ol .'n.’- Sovipre 3at o5 in the onze of the oth=r errors of tho Spieccosnl ohmreh,
£9 2lng horo tho simple Ohrlation lsyrma will throush o heppy Inconsistensy In the last
annlysis baso his hope of sclv:tion, not on what the 3lchop or priest tells hin by
virtuo ;t his Apostolic Succession, but on the merite of hie BSovior, which ho heos ssoept-
?ﬂ. through falth. and with this thousht this exerclse on tho "Apostolic Sucoeseion of tha

Zplocopzl Ghmrgh" hos been brought to & close.




