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Theological Observer. — Stird)lid)-Beitgejdyidytlidyes.

I. XAmerika.

fusd der Synode. 1nter ben Jubilaren, bie in den verjdjiedenen
Diftrittsblattern ertvdlhnt twerden, finden fid) folgende Namen: bdie Pajtoren
C. M. Noad, €. Werfelmann und A. Pfotenhauer im Nord-JUinois-Dijtrilt;
dic Pajtoren M. Adbams, J. P. WMiiller, W. Harms, €. Flady, H. Frinde, €. H.
WBeder, die bon NordsNebrasia aud einberidhtet wurden; P. M. T. Holls,
ilber den im Blatte ded Giidlidhen Diftriftd beridhtet wirdb; P. Y. Dedmann
sen,, der ujammen mit D. Theo. Viimger im BVlatidien bed Minnejota-
Dijteifts genannt wixd. Dieje Briiber Haben fiinfzig Jahre im Weinberge
bed8 HErrn gedient. Yud dem Atlantijden Dijiritt fommt die Nadricht,
bap Diveltor Geo. A. Romojer fein viergigiahriges Amisjubilium Hat feiern
bitrfen und dafy man an demjclben Tage dexr bierzigidhrigen Amiswicljam=
feit Dr. . Steind an unferer Hitliden Anfialt gedadjte. Die Vriider in
WBrajilien feierten dbad filberne AmiBjubilium Prajes Aug. Heined und Prof.
L. C. Nebfeldis. €5 ijt fehr anzuerfennen, daf diefe givei Vriider mit unjerer
Tirdilicdhen Arbeit in Vrajilien gleidhjam aufgewvadijen jind. — Alle Dijtritis=
blitter Haben Dejonbere rtifel iiber unjere Motfollefte gebracdit, und aus
mandjen Dijtritien fommen crfreulide Nadridhten iiber die Veteiligung an
bicfemt Werke. Die Vritder im teftlidhen Canada Haben jidh trop ihrexr
grogen Armut fajt ohne Ausnahme an der Stollefie beteiligt, und mit gutem
Crfolg. J[In Siidb=Nebrasdfa ift bie Sduld ganz bedbeutend verringert worbden.
Aud) aus anbern Difjtriften und cingelnen Stidten fonunt bie Nadyridt, bal
unfere Ehriften dbad Werf bed HEren nidht vernadldjjigen wollen. — linfere
Gemeindefdjulen tverden inuner toieder erivdfnt, und die Dijtrittsbldtter ausd
Gilb-Wisconjin, Oflahoma, Midjigan und Jowa bringen dfters Artifel iiber
bas Sdulivejen. Aud) die Jugendarbeit toird fleifig betrieben, tie eins
gefandic Veridite geigen, cbenjo die Arbeit unter den Iutherijdien Studenten
auf ben verjdyicbenen Uniberjititen, 3. V. in Indbiana und Nebrasta. — Aus
California fonumt die Nadiricht, daf fid) cin junger Japaner namensd Shimida
in unjerer bortigen njtalt Hat cinjdreiben Iaffen, um fid) al3 Pajtor und
Mijjionar ausbilden zu lajjen. — Die Angabhl der Gemeinden, die ibr gols
denes Jubildum feiern bditrfen, mehrt {idh von Jahr gu Jahr; aber aud)
dic Babl joldjer, die jedizig und adizig Jahre bejianden Haben, ijt nidht
mebr gering. Der HErr Hat bie treme Arbeit unjerer Vater reidhlid) ge-
fegnet. Migen tvir bereit fein, dad und anvertraute Pfand zu Hiiten und —
3u gebraudjen! B. C. .

The First Biennial Convention of the American Lutheran Con-
ference was held in Milwaukee, November 16—18, 1932. The American
Lutheran Conference, organized at Minneapolis in 1930, is a federation of
the following general bodies: the American Lutheran Church, the Nor-
wegian Lutheran Church, the Augustana Synod, the Lutheran ¥ree Church,
and the United Ev. Danish Lutheran Church. Its oflicers are: President,
Dr. Otto Mees; First Vice-President, Dr. T. F. Gullixson; Second Vice-
President, Rev. J. P. Nielson; Third Vice-President, Dr. O. H. Sletten; Sec-
retary, Dr. O. P. Bersell; Treasurer, Mr. Otto Leonardson. The officers
represent the following synods: the American Lutheran Church, the Nor-
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wegian Lutheran Church, the United Danish Church, the Lutheran Free
Chureh, and the Augustana Synod. The convention sermon was preached
by Dr. O. Mees on Phil. 3, 12—14, his theme being “The Glory of the Incom-
Pplete,” a rather queer twist of the text. What the preacher really preached
-on was “The Glory of Striving after the Complete.” “The sermon was an
earnest call to action, to strive, to work, to achieve, with all the energy we
have, reaching out for those things which are before us,” says the report.
When the Ameriean Lutheran Conference was organized two years ago, the
executive commitiee appointed special committees on Adjudication, Home
Missions, Inner Missions, Foreign Missions, Elementary Christian Edueca-
tion, Higher Christian Education, Student Service, Hospitals, Young
People’s Work, Canadian Affairs, and Comity. The report says: “Efforts
have been made to survey the whole field and find out what are the facts
and conditions under which the federated bodies are working and in what
respects there are opportunities for cooperation.” Papers were read on
the following subjects: “The Fellowship Question” (Dr.T.F. Gullixson) ;
“The Secular Idea of Progress versus the Christian Doctrine of Sanctifica-
tion” (Dr. C. Bergendorf); “An Open Declaration of Aim and Purpose”
(Dr. L. W. Boe). From the report in the Lutheran Herald we quote: “Of
great interest was the survey of the Home Mission ficld by Dr. Martin
Anderson of Chicago showing by extensive statistics the unoccupied fields
in Ameriea, which is yet more than one half pagan. The great need of
Inner Mission work was emphasized by Rev. S. G. Michelfelder of Toledo.
One evening was given to the commemoration of Gustavus Adolphus, Dr. C.
M. Weswig, professor of history at Luther Seminary, delivering classic ad-
dress.” — “The convention wns one of education, orientation, and inspira-
tion. The conference has no plan to bring about organic union or in any
manner to interfere with the affairs of the different synods. Already &
united effort has come about to support the only school west of the Rockies,
Pacific Lutheran College. The main work to begin with will possibly be
on the Home Mission ficld, not so much to readjust existing conditions as
to agree on new fields to avoid duplications.” — “At the close of the meet-
ing Dr. Knubel of the U.L.C. was invited to address the conference, and
the same resolution invited the Synodical Conference and other Lu?hennl
to send ‘friendly representations.’” — “Rev. C. V. Sheatsley, reporting for
the Foreign Mission Commission, submitted the following resolution, which
was adopted: ‘“Tnking cognizance of the findings of the appraisal commis-
sion of the Laymen's Foreign Missions Inquiry, the American Lutheran
Conference would encourage evangelical Chiristendom everywhere by affirm-
ing that the Lutheran Church, in obedience to its Lord, unalterably con-
tinues to preach to all the world the Gospel of salvation through faith in
Jesus Christ alone.’” J. T.M.

Is a Change Concerning College Athletics Immlnent-r —On
account of the question of sports at our own colleges and seminaries this
topic is not entirely tabu for our theological paper. One of our exchanges
reports that Yale University, according to an announcement of its presi-
dent, James R. Angell, is contemplating a change in the handling of ath-
letics at this institution. Of the various residential colleges each will
choose and organize its sports, and “intercollegiate contests will be empha-
sized and varsity football schedules reduced to only five games with tradi-

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol4/iss1/21



Mueller: Theological Observer. — Klrchllch Zeitgeschichtliches

Theological Observer. — Rirdfidy«3eitgefdidtlides. 147

tional rivals.” “Equipment and money are to be used more for large groups
and less for the development of a small number.” Our authority cites
a prominent newspaper to the effect that “the general tendency in society
to-day is to get away from ‘stars’ and to turn the spotlight upon individual
welfare.” A report submitted on the gate receipts at the stadium in Yale
is amazing, to put it mildly. In 1912—13 the total receipts from all sports
were $132,705, with expenses of $1106,316. In 1930—31 gate receipts from
foothall alone were $1,140,5608, netting $600,000. A weekly is quoted as
saying: “This astonishing increase without doubt helped largely to pro-
duce the demand to spend in proportion to income, games ballvhood by the
daily press, and the temptation to put on at high ticket prices the best
shows purchasable from high-paid professional coaching of a few picked
athletes.” DMany educational authorities are agreed that here we are
touching a very sore spot in the present-day life of our large American
colleges, which loudly calls for remedial action. A,

Buchmanism Asserting Itself. —The mewspapers of our country,
especially those appearing in Detroit, have been giving a good deal of
attention to the new Oxford movement, which is called after’ its chief
promoter, Dr, Frank N. D. Buchman. A writer in the Christian Century,
referring to a special article in the Detroit Free Press, says: “Here are
the various opinions of the Oxford group gathered by the Free Press writer
and published in the issue referred to above: ‘Country-club religion.’ ‘Sal-
vation Army technique, two-dollared up with a silk hat and dress shirt.’
‘A powerful spiritual influence in our generation. Perhaps the most power-
ful.’ ‘An adaptation to modern uses of old, valid, spiritual technique, em-
ploying the candid voeabulary of our time. A blend of Quaker quiet and
evangelical fervor.” ‘A form of evangelism which combines the advantages
of mysticism, mesmerism, spiritualism, eroticism, psychoanalysis, and high-
powered salesmanship.’ ‘A mixture of primitive Wesleyanism and Freudian
sex psychology. It is hard to tell where Wesley’s phraseology ends and
Freud’s jargon begins.” ‘A revolt against arid negative intellectualism —
a return to the primitive faith." ‘Georgia camp-mecting stuff — intellectual
tone with a tinge of sense.’” The Detroit meetings of Dr. Buchman, who
was accompanied by Rev. Samual M. Shoemaker and thirty-five associates,
were held first in the Dearborn Inn and after that in the Book-Cadillae
Hotel. Years ago we were amused by the spectacle of millionaire Socialists,
who, adorned with silk hats and dressed in the finest of clothes, were hold-
ing forth on the advantages of a social order in which millionaires would
be impossible. It seems in Buchmanism we are witnessing a parallel
phenomenon in the field of religion. We are awaiting further information
on this movement. A,

A Remarkable Analysis of the Impotence of Unionism.— Once
in a while, like a lonely voice on an isolated mountaintop, a member of
one of the historic Reformed churches courageously points out the falla-
cies on which unionism is built. The Lutheran Companion of August 13,
1932, has taken over the following report of a Presbyterian sermon printed
in the Minneapolis Journal of June 18, and we reproduce it here without
any comment of our own: —

“Organic church union is a delusion, Rev. H. Warren Allen told his
congregation in a sermon recently at the First Presbyterian Church.
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Mr. Allen told of his experiences in Canada, where union of the churches
has been accomplished, and said: —

“'Six years as a first-hand witness proved to me by its practise that
my theory was correct. The United Church of Canada, from the point of
promoting church union, is a colossal failure. It is simply a glorified Meth-
odist Church.

““*Seven years have passed, and Canada has mnot yet recovered from
the tragic conflict that ensued. Homes were broken, lifclong friendships
were severed, people were left without pastors, churches were burned and
padlocked, lawsuits were instituted by the score, one case even going to the
Privy Council of England.

“ To-day, instend of union, theirs is disunion, a torn and bleeding body
of Christ, wounded in the house of friends, who tried by ecclesiastical and
civil law to force organic union upon an unwilling people. There are more
church-buildings in Canada than at any time in history. It will take the
United Church of Canada fifty years to live down the stain upon her record
in the methods she used in coming into existence. Union cannot be forced.
It must grow of the spirit. You cannot create an organization which
takes for its platform peace, love, brotherhood, and unity and uses war,
hate, enmity, and division as its methods of promotion and expect it to
succeed.

“¢If the Roman Catholic Church, with a Pope as sovereign, with uni-
formity of worship, and religion as the dominant force in the life of men,
was not able to succeed in compelling unity and uniformity, there is little
chance to-day of our returning to the medieval ideal when edueation and
democracy tend to produce a variety of thinking instead of uniformity of
thought. Church union is an exploded theory. It is the habit of mind
of the Middle Ages, and the verdict of history is against it.

“In the second place, human nature is agninst it. Church-union fad-
dists need a course in psychology. The theory of Karl Marx's absolute
state, socialism in economics, and organic unity in ccclesinsticism, all are
of the same breed. One might as well argue that there should be one po-
litical party, one standard of living, as to say that all should worship
under one organization. Distinction represented by such terms as Pres-
byterian, Methodist, Congregational, Baptist, are not simply the results
of human ‘cussedness,’ but they correspond, in part at least, to deep under-
lying differences in human nature, differences of which organized religion
is bound to take cognizance. g

“¢Finally, the theory of organic unity is a delusion because the Bible
does not teach it. It does teach a spiritual unity, which is a far different
thing. Paul says there are diversities of gifts, but the same spirit; dif-
ferences of administration, but the same Lord; diversities of operation,
but the same God.

“ ‘Not organic union, but federation is the only feasible and practical
method of church cooperation. And even this method will have to be much
improved upon in its actual working, as represented by the Federal Council
of Churches in America, whose action and declarations have been so radi-
cally opposed to the beliefs and convictions of the great majority of its
constituency which it claims to represent.
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“‘The greatest obstacle to church union to-day is the apostasy of the
Chureh. There can be no real union at the expense of truth. When de-
nominations are divided over the great eardinal doctrines of the Chris-
tian faith, how can we expect denominations to unite with each other?
The only union possible would be a union of all fundamentalists of the
various denominations and a union of all Modernists of the various de-
nominations. And human nature prevents this.’” A,

Paper Communion Cups. — Perhaps our readers can understand the
irony in the following much better than those of the Walchman-Erxaminer,
from which we quote; the lesson nevertheless is important for all of us.
We read: “When the individual Communion glasses appeared, we were
not opposed to the innovation, for it seemed to us that they were more
cleanly and more healthful than the common cup. On the other hand,
as we looked back over history, we felt just a little ashamed that our age
was so fastidious and overparticular. Now, however, the limit has been
reached; for we are now informed that even the individual glass is con-
sidered dangerous by some people and that paper containers, which are
to be used but once, have been substituted in places. This to us is
ridiculous, and we sincerely hope that it will not become common. We are
not certain, however, that the innovation will not become popular; for are
not drinks served in paper containers at our soda-water fountains? We
have heard of some churches that have even proposed to permit smoking on
the back seats! There is nothing like being up to date!” J.T. M.

Death of Dr. Patton. — Dr. Francis L. Patton, president of Princeton
University from 1888 to 1002, preceding Woodrow Wilson there, and dur-
ing the next cleven years president of Princeton Theological Seminary, died
in Hamilton, Bermuda, November 25, at the age of eighty-nine. Dr. Patton
went to Bermuda in 1913, upon his retirement from active life. In 1871
he eame to Chicago as professor of theology at the McCormick (now Pres-
byterian) Seminary. During his service there he was prominent in the
David Swing heresy trial. It was he who drew up the complaint of thirty
specifications against Dr. Swing, who was minister at Central Churech,
preceding the ministry there of Dr. Gunsaulus. The trial resulted in
Dr. Swing’s acquittal. Dr. Patton was the oldest moderator of the Pres-
byterian General Assembly and was frequently honored by his Church; he
was invited to preach at the golden jubilee of Presbyterianism in Edin-
burgh in 1927. Al

IT. Ausland.

»Billig umpgearbeitete Auflagen.” Der Verlag Dirjfling & Franle
teilt in der . . Q. K.” mit, da§ ,D. Chr. Ernjt Luthardis ,Stompendium
ber Dogmatil in dreizehnter, vollig umgearbeiteter Anflage, Herausgegeben
von Prof. D. Dr. Nobert Jelfe in Heidelberg, Anfang Degember 1982 ers
fdheint”. Wir {djreiben died nidht, um hHier bad BVud) gur Anzeige gu bringen,
fonbern um auf eine Crideinung aufmerijam zu madjen, die einem in der
theologifdien Viidjertvelt ded dfiern begegnet. Was tvir meinen, fann ber
Lefer felber ben Worten der Ungzeige, die ivir hier folgen Iafjen, entnehmen.
Wir Tefen: ,BViel {divieriger war die Aufgabe, dbad Bud) fo gu geftalten,
baf e8 in ber Methode Den modernen wiffenjdaftliden Anjpriiden geniigt.
Qn diefer Hinficht mufte aud dem Budje, dbad in Univendung der alten
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Methobe, die bic cingelnen loci cinfad) nebeneinanderftellt und dem Stus
bierenben fertige Mefultate borfest, cin Bud) werben, dbasd cin Ganged nidit
blof barjtellt, fondern fid) organijdh entiwideln laft. Dagu nuften nidt
blof eingelne Paragraphen, jondern aud) gange Fartien umgejtellt, mehrere
Paragraphen villig neu gejdyricben, und vor allemt mufte ein fortlaufenber,
alled cingelne verbindender Text gegeben werden. Dabei galt ed natiilid),
von ber Arbeit Luthardtd mioglidhit viel gu crhalten; das Heift, nur bad
buxfte fallengelafjen werden, wad mit dbem mobernen wifjenjdaftlichen Emps
finben unmiglich in Einflang gu bringen ivar.” Wie D. Jelfe died alled
fextiggebradit Gat, wiffen wic nidgt, denn vir Haben bie nene Ausgabe nod)
nidjt gefehen. Wir gebraudhen nody immer (und twerben aud) in Juhunft
Wohl nody gebraudien) dic elfte Auflage, die nad) ded Verfafjers In?e
bearbeitet tworden ijt von Lic. §. J. Winter. Die ,alte Methode” (die Ivir
da nod) vorfinden), die .dic cingelnen loei cinfadh nebeneinanderjtellt |_mb
dbem Gtudicrenbden fertige Mejultate vorfept”, gefdllt uns gans ausgeaeids
net; den Hang nady ciner neuen Methode in der Dogmatit, die .ein Ganged
nidit blof darjtellt, fondern i) organijd entivideln ldjt“, Haben Ivir nie
in uns verjpiict. Luibardt Hat ja jein ,Stompendium® vor allem fiir ,junge
Xheologen® gefdjricben, die fidh cin ,pofitives Wifjen” ancignen wollen;
fiic diejen Jtved ecignet fidh fein Qehrbudy jehr gut. Wic Haben febr,
febr biel Dogmatit aus Luifardts Dogmatif gelernt und anbdere .junge
Theologen” wohl aud). Wic fonnten allerdings Luthardt nidht in allen
feinen Ausfithrungen ujtimmen. Wenn er 3. V. fdhreibt: . Die Sdyrift

begeidinet dic Belfelhrung teild ald cin Werf der Gnade, teild alsd cine Qeis-

jtung ded Menjdjen” (€. 283) ober: ,Jm Neuen Tejtament ift eine, natiics
lid) durd) den Glauben an Ehrifum bedingte Heildzuhunft Jsracls in Auss
fidit geftellt” (&. 407) oder: ,Luther verbindet mit der jtartjten BVetonung
ber Sdyrift als Gotte8 Mort ugleid) eine lebendige Unjdhmnmg bon ifrec
menjdliden Cntftehung. . . . Darin liegt dic lnterjdheidung ded Wejents
lidgen und des mehr Veildufigen” (S. 344), jo Haben wir da Luihardt nad
bejferen Vorbildbern Yorrigiert. Aber bei allebem blicben tvir und des f}ﬂflgﬂ
Werted ded Luihardijdien ,Slompendiums” immer Leloufpt; nidt nur fl{l:
bas reidje dogmengefdhicitlide Material, jondern bejonders aud) fiie die
furge, Have, iiberfidiiliche Darlegung der Doguien fvaren tvir ihm jtets fehr
bantbar, ie ir aud) Jacobs, Pieper, Stump und anbdern gerade wegen
ifrer Beibehaltung der alten Methode danibar geivefen jind.

SMun fommt aber ctivad Neucs unter bem alten Namen: ,Suihardis
Stompenbdium der Dogmatil”; darin werden gange Partien umgejtellt, mehs
rere Paragraphen jind billig neu gejdjricben, und vor allem ijt ein forts
Toufender, alle8 eingelne verbinbenber Tert gegeben. Miglichit biel bon
ber Arbeit [Quihardis ijt allerdingd erfalten twordenm, aber dasd, twad mit
bem mobernen tvifjenjdafiliden Empjinden unmoglid) in Einflang au btingt:_n
ar, ijt fallengelaffen fworden. Mit einer fold) .menen, villig umgtﬂtbel.'
teten Yuflage” Fnnen mwir und nidht befreunden. Wenn fo griindlid m_lf
bem alten Stompendium aufgerdumt merden mufte, warum nidjt eher ein
gang neucd Vud) {dreiben? MWarum ein Sompendium von Qutf;atbt_ neu
auflegen, bad gar fein Luihardtides Sompendium melhr ift? Friiber ift e3
Mepers belanntem Sommentar o ergangen, unbd dariiber jind iwic nod) Heute
nidt Pinteggefommen. MWilfon fdirieb einmal vierzehn Puntte; nadjher
Hat man bamit Shindluber getrieben. @eht fo ettwad aud) in der Theos
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Yogentvelt vor? Die ,Wifjenihaft bom BVerberben der Menjdienzunge” nennt
man DBelannilidy ,Siafologie”. @iic dad Werberben, dai man verdienten
Theologen nad) ihrem Tobe fo ettvad antut toie Hier Luthardt, Haben twic
Teinen Namen; aber viclleidgt bdiicfte ber usdrud ,Stafologic” aud) Hier
Unendung finden. J- T M.

Wic ftchern modberne Miffiondminner gur Heiligen Sdrift? Pfarrer
D. Heinrid) Stallmann itiert in der ,Freifivde” bdie folgemden Worte
D. Juliug Ridters, dic dicfer mweit und breit befannte Mifjionsfiihrer in
ber ,Algemeinen Mijjionszeitfdrift” feinen Lefern vorgelegt Hat:

«enn Voltaive vor anderihald Jahrhunderten prophezeite, in einem
Jahrhundert toerde die Vibel cin vergeffencd Bud fein, fo Hat ihn die Ges
jdidhte in jeltjamer Weije Liigen gejtraft; die Vibel ift Heute dad tweitaus
vexbreitetfte Buch der Menjdyheitsliteratur; ctiva 13 Millionen Eremplare
der ganzen WBibel oder von Wibelteilen tverden jahraus, jabrein abgejebt.
Aber gerade bas ftellt uns vor dad {divierige Problem, auf das idh) Jhre
Aufmerfjamleit ridten midte: Jn teldem Sinne Ionnen wic Heute der
nidtdrijtliden Welt die Vibel ald dad Wort Glottes prifjentieren? Wir
crinnern an die beriihmic Ausfiihrung im 2. fapitel des erjten Thejjfalonidjer=
briefes, die im 13. Bers gipfelt: ,Wic danfen Gott ofne linterlaf bdafiir,
baj; ibr das Gottesivort, das ihr von uns zu Hioren befamet, aufgenommen
habt nidyt als Menjchentvort, jonbern als basd, was ed in Wirklidleit ijt,
(Jottes Wort, Ivic e3 {id) aud) wirtjam ertveift an eud, die ihr glaubt.’ Dasd
loar cine cinfade, Hare, durdijdlagende Cinjtellung, die durd) Feinerlei
Iritijdie Vedenfen gehemmi oder gebrodien war. Die evangelifdie Mijjion
ar und ijt in dber Lage, mit perjonlidiem gutem Getvifjen cine dhuliche
Ctellung cingunchmen, jotveit jie nod) ungebrodien der Verbalinjpiration
anhingt. Wenn bdie BVibel vom exjten Stapitel der Genejid bis gum Ilepien
der Offenbarung St. Johannid bas uniriiglidie und unfehlbare Wort Gjoites
ift, fo Dat fie Red)t undb Pilidht, dbied Wort Glottes unverfiivgt gu vertiine
digen unbd gu vertreten. Allein biecfe Pojition ijt fitr den lveitaus groften

burd) zivei Jahrhunderte forigejefste Arbeit bex BHijtorijch-Eritijdyen ThHeologie
und der wijfenidaftlichen BVibelforfdhung. Die Crgebnijje und Methodben
bicfer wijfenjdiafiliden Arbeit {ind aud) in die Ausbildbungsjtitien der an=
gehenben Mijjionare eingedbrungen.” — Cine traurige Sadjlage, toenn bdie
Miffionare nidit mehr auf das ,E3 fteht gejdrichben!” Dinweifen fonnen.
Dad feligmadende Cvangelium jtedt im unjehlbaren Gottestwort. Wicft
man das cine fort, fo wird man aud) dasd andere nidt lange behalten. A,

Independence of the Anglican Church in Australin. — OQur ex-
changes inform us that in October of last year the leaders of the Anglican
Church in Australia were assembled in Sydney and that one of the main
topies of discussion was the establishment of independence for those
churches which hitherto have been a part of the Church of England. We
are told that the idea of independence was not born from any friction
existing between the mother church in Great Britain and its daughter in
Australia, but that it is prompted entirely by the geographical situation.
At the meeting in Sydney a resolution of independence was adopted, and
then a constitution was drafted for the new body, which now awaits rati-
fication by the various synods of the Australian Anglican Church. A.
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The Situation in Turkey is Changing. — Some startling news has
come from Turkey during the last years. Is it true? Prof. Walter 8.
Davison of Auburn Theological Seminary, who formerly was professor of
Biblical Literature in Robert College, Turkey, contributes an important
article to the Christian Century of November 16, 1032, in which he, drawing
on his acquaintance with conditions in Turkey, gives an interesting survey
of changes that have been going on in that country of late and of their
meaning. We are presenting a brief summary of his remarks.

Turkey, unlike Russia, so he points out, has no quarrel with religion
in its proper place. There are signs, however, that the Turks are no
longer satisfied with the Mohammedan religion. A few years ago a writer
in one of the political papers of Constantinople boldly voiced the opinion
that Islam is foreign to the native genius of the Turkish people and was
foisted on them after they had conquered the Arabs in Asin Minor. Be-
fore this time the Turks had their own simple and suflicient religion. In
a Life of Mohammed the writer admits that the founder of Islam took
over many things from Christianity and maintains that the two religions
are not inimical to cach other. The successors of Mohammed were re-
sponsible for the enmity against Christianity manifested by the Moslems.
The gha=i is not a devout Moslem. He is cager to encourage the spirit of
religious liberty. Islam he looks upon as a hindrance to progress.

A brief statement of recent changes is as follows: —

“1) The deposition of the Sultan, the Caliph of the Islamic world, and
the abolition of the caliphate itself. 2) The exile of the Sheik Ul Islam,
the supreme judge of Islamic law, and the discontinuance of his oflice.
3) The abrogation outright of the Islamic religious law, the only law of
the theocratic state, and the adoption of European codes — the Swiss eivil
code, the Ttalian penal code, and the German commercial code. 4) The
closing, throughout the whole country, of the mosque schools for children
{where the hodjas had taught little except the memorizing of long sections
of the Koran in Arabic) and the launching of a wholly new eduecational
program along modern lines. 5) The suppression of the ancient dervish
orders, those strongholds of Moslem conservatism, and the closing of their
numerous monasteries. 6) The closing of all medressehs, the theological
schools, in which the clergy were trained for the mosques. 7) Finally the
deleting from the constitution of the clause declaring Islam the established
religion of the state.”

On the other hand, one must not draw the conclusion that Turkey will
soon adopt Christianity. Liberty of worship does not here mean liberty of
religious propaganda. Christian proselytizing is bitterly resented by the
population. “Nevertheless there are individuals here and there among the
more earnest and spiritual minded Turks to whom Christianity has made
its appeal and who are interested in it as a way of personal religious living.
They are comparatively few, without doubt, but they may be the real hope
of Turkey’s religious future.” Let us hope that, when the Christian flag
will be unfurled in full freedom in Turkey, it will not be the symbol of
Modernism, but of the old Gospel which St.Paul proclaimed. A.
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