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Kretzmann: Miscellanea

Miscellanea. 141

Weld) cin Vorbilbl  llnerreidht unter uns. Wiebiel Sreugesidheu,
twieviel lngedbuld und lnglaube, vieviel Verzagtheit und Stleinglaube
bei un3d! 1Ind twir jollten bodj Gott filr folched Sreus danten, 1 Petr. 1,
6.7; Apoit. 5, 41; 1 Petx 4, 18. Jeber unter uns Hat jeinen Pfahl im
Sleifd. Wicbiel Murren und Hlagen derivegen anjtatt ruhigen Ergebens
in Gotted Willen und Vertrauens auf feine Verheipung. Seine Gnade
ijt am3 getvify; twas twollen wir mehr im Leben und im Stexben? Uber
unfer ®ott ift freundblid) und gibt und nod) mehr; er gibt aud) uns bes
fonbdexre Offenbarungen, dasd Heijt, Betveije, baf er bet und ijt mit jeinexr
allmadtigen Hilfe und und nicht verlijpt, PY. 07, 11.

Criennen toir, wicviel uns nodh fehlt? Lajt unsd neuen Fleig an=
Ienben, Frudt gu bringen in Geduld! Lied 141, 12. 18. T. H.

Miscellanea.

“Rethinking Missions.”

This is the title of a book, a copy of which lies before me at this
writing, which was issued as the culmination of a series of reports released
by an Appraisal Commission, headed by Dr. Willianm Ernest Hocking and
published by the Laymen’s Forecign Missions Inquiry, Albert L. Scott,
chairman. We say at once and with great vehemence: As the reports
released to the press of our country were vicious in their denial of Chris-
tian truth, so the book is essentially blasphemous. It is necessary to refer
to but onc statement in the book to characterize its vicious and revolu-
tionary position, namely, that in which the original objective of Christian
missions, that of preaching one way of salvation, and one only, one name,
one atonement,— “this plan with its particular historical center in the
career of Jesus must become the point of regard for every human soul,” —
is discarded.

It is not surprising that a book of this kind, subverting the founda-
tions not only of Christian missions, but of Christianity itself, should
appear at this time. It is the natural result of the unionistic and syn-
cretistic attitude assumed by most so-called Christian denominations in
our day. It began with the suffering of false doctrines within the denomi-
nations themselves and the recognition of Christian brotherhood without
the unity of faith and confession. At the same time it proceeded from the
so-called non-fundamental to the essential and fundamental doctrines of
Christinnity, exercising a false toleration, which struck at the very root of
man’s relation to his God. If one yields on the question of the Virgin
Birth and of the inspiration of the Bible, he is bound soon to yield on the
question of salvation through the blood of Christ and justification by faith
in Christ. This is precisely what the book Rethinking Afissions demon-
strates. Its entire presentation shows an abysmal ignorance of the fun-
damental truths of Christianity. It proposes, first of all, to dissolve all
so-called sectarian differences in the Foreign Mission fields. “It would,”
as the Literary Digest has it, “seek truth in all major non-Christian re-
ligions and cooperate with them against paganism [?], the common enemy,
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and it would put the missionary enterprise under one administration.”
In other words, Christians, Buddhists, Shintoists, Confucianists, Taoists,.
Mohammedans, and members of whatever other faith are to find the least
common denominator in their several religions; agree upon that as essen-
tial, and treat everything else as non-essential.

As stated above, it is not surprising that this stage has been reached.
It is the inevitable result of relinquishing the truth of the vicarious atone-
ment and of the justification by faith in the blood of Jesus Christ. The
pagan religions have never possessed this truth, and most of the Chris-
tian denominations have abandoned it, since they have permitted Christ to
be preached as n mere model, or exemplar, a paragon of good works and
holy living. They have missed the essential features of His own teaching
and of that of His apostles, namely, “that He redeemed me, a lost and con-
demned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from
the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with His holy, Pm_ei"“'
blood and with His innocent suffering and death.” It is not surprising,
then, that, as the Litcrary Digest reports, the Baptist believes the recom-
mendation of the commission to be right and that the Churchman, organ of
the liberal wing of the Episcopal Church, gives the report its unqualified
approval. It is to be expected that all Modernists will share this view
and most likely make the whole question an issue in the interest of further
Liberalism.

Fortunately, Christian consciousness is not yet altogether dead. The
General Council of the Presbyterian Church in the United States makes
the staterent: “What is proposed is virtually a denial of evangelical
Christianity.” The Presbyterian Banner writes: “The churches will not,
and ought not to for one moment, consider the abandonment of the evan-
gelical basis of missions, resting on the conception of Christ as the only and
sufficient Savior and Redeemer.” In the Presbyterian we find this denun-
ciation of the report: “It is an effort of Modernism, for lack of a better
word, to check the noble work of evangclical Christians for more than
a century. It is an effort to establish something in place of the old Gospel
in other lands, s it has been done to n considerable degree in our own
land.” Similar statements are found in the Missionary Revicw of _”"
World and in the American Church Monthly. The Watchman-Ezaminer
is even more emphatic in its rejection of the report. It says that the
Appraisal Commission is “rationalistic in its entire viewpoint.” .“'1_'110
report of this commission is unjustly critical of the whole Foreign Mission
enterprise.” “What will the churches do with this report? Will they
sanction it or reject it? In any case it will tend to cut the nerve of
missions. If accepted and literally followed, it would mean death no.t only
to Foreign Missions, but also to the Church at large. A non-missionary
Church soon becomes a missing Church.” “The report is but a further
illustration of the fact that Modernism is becoming so deeply intrenched
in our present-day religious life that many of its points of view are stated
as though they were universally accepted by Christian people.” And
finally, to quote from only one Lutheran paper, the Kirchenblatt (A.L.C.)
says: “Uns ist in den letzten Jahren nichts vor Augen getreten, was 8o
krass den Unterschied zwischen meutestamentlichem Christentum und dem.
Modernismus ans Licht stellt wie dieser Bericht.”
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We see only one possible good feature connected with the report of the
Appraisal Commission and with the book Rethinking Missions, namely, that
referred to by the Christian Oentury, which suggests that it portends
a major battle along the old lines. If the report arouses the denominations
which still preach the vicarious atonement to the need of studying the
inerrant truth of the Gospel once more, of reaflirming the fundamental
doctrines of Christianity with new vigor, of insisting upon the exclusive
character of its message, and of rcconscerating themselves to the task of
preaching salvation through the blood of Christ, then it may be a fortunate
thing that it was published. P. E. K.

Where Does Our Educational System Fall Down?

It can hardly be said that we have failed in providing a systematic
training for the preschool and for the elementary-school age. Our parish,
or Christian day-school, system is as close to perfection in design as any
school system conceivably can be. The religious training which is given
in a full course of one of our schools surely has the prospects of laying
4 foundation of Christian knowledge which will presumably last through
life. In a measure the same objective is reached through other agencies
besides the regular Christian day-school, such as the Sunday-school, prefer-
ably in connection with a Saturday-school and some form of the summer-
school. The instruction thus provided for, together with that of the
training class in the preconfirmation year and of thorough confirmation
instruction preceding admission into adult membership in the congrega-
tion, may be considered to be as nearly adequate as can be expected on the
part of fallible human beings.

But what are we doing in an official way for the period following
confirmation, not only the junior age, but the entire adolescent period?
The information dispensed in the preadolescent age will in most cases
not become functioning in church activities unless the proper training is
provided. The various changes attending puberty usually set a definite
boundary between the thinking of childhood and that of adult age. Young
people in the age of early adolescence, of middle adolescence, and even of
late adolescence must be given not only further instruction, but also
practical training in the activities of the local congregation and of the
Church at large. Where such training does not obtain, it is a rare occur-
rence for young people to gain the ability to perform the work of adult
members of the congregation. Only a small percentage of our members is
familiar with every department of their own congregation’s work, with
the objects of our Synod, with the field of missions. Very few of them
can express themseclves with intelligence and ease in the voters’ meeting,
in the meeting of the ladies’ aid, or in that of any other organization.
Many of those who possess a certain glibness of speech lack the basic in-
formation concerning the precepts of the Bible concerning the govern-
ment of the church, the relative position of men and women, and scores
of other questions.

What have we as a church body done till now in order to give our
young people systematic training along these lines, so that they may take
an intelligent interest in all the affairs of the congregation, in all the
church-work that is carried on, in sytematic and adequate giving, and in
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the many other features connected with a Christian congregation func-
tioning along the lines indicated by Holy Writ? We have ackowledged
the work of the Walther League, even encouraged their endeavors by ap-
propriate resolutions, and we have elected a board to act in an advisory
capacity with reference to young people’s organizations. But all these
efforts are not yet reaching one half of our young people.

What we need at this time, what we should have had for decades, is
a thorough system of training for all the young people of pollﬂmﬂfﬂﬂ'
tion age. It is necessary for every pastor and for every congregation to
take up this matter, to make a thorough study of the needs involved, and
to make such provision for some form of systematic instruction and
training of our young people as will meet the requirements of the Word
of God. Far better for the pastor to be absent from some meeting of & board
of the congregation than to miss a meeting of the young people. And we
might consider very seriously whether but one meeting night in a month
is adequate for the needs of our young Christians, whether we ought not
to make some provision to counteract the influence of encroaching worldli-
ness by positive activity instead of by peremptory prohibitions. The mat-
ter is worthy of our most earnest consideration. P.E.K.

»Berzage nidit, dbn Hanflein Flein.” .

Wuf verjdiedene Unfragen Hin fei Hier mitgeteilt, dap die Forider
iiber ben 1lrfprung bes Lieded fritfer giemlid geteilter !Rcmyng twaren,
baf man aber in neueren MWerlen fidh mit giemlicher Sicherheit iiber ben
Berfaffer ausipridit. Stod) (Gefdichte des Sirdjenlieds und Stirdjengefangs.
IV, 254 fi.) §ilt ben Gchivedentinig Gujtav Adolf fiir den Werfaffer. Ex
befauptet, bafy der Nonig ,bdiefed Lied mit feinen drei Verfen urfpriinglid
in Profa berfaht Hat nad) ber Leipgiger Schlacht im Jahre 1631, unb auf
fein GeBeif fein Feldpredbiger, Dr. Jal. Fabricius, . . . ed in metm: bradjte,
morauf e8 bann im fdwedijden Feldlager Hiufig gefungen rourde”. S_Denl_'
gegeniiber aber Halten bdie neueren Hymmologen mit grofer Gm\'m_nmlnmt
feft an ber Yusfage des M. Jeremind Weber, Diatonus an St. Nifolai in
feipgig, der dbad Ried mit ber Aufjhrift drudte ,.Herafreudiges S::njtlicbs
Tein auf bad bon ber evangelijien Armee in der Schlacht bon Leipgig am
17. Geptember 1681 gefithrte Striegslojungdmwort ,@ott mit unsl’ _geium
von M. o, ., Pfarcherm zu Grofen-Sommern in Diiringen”. Died lvat
Tein anberer al8 ber Pfarrer Johann Midjael Altenburg, der aud fonft
al8 geiftlidier Rieberdiditer befonnt ift und der im Jahre 1631 nad) Erfurt
flichen mufte, tofin die Machricht bon bdem Siege bei Leipgig fehr bald
gelangte. Hiic Ultenburg al8 BVerfafjer Haben fidh unter anbdern entfdiies
ben ulian (A Dictionary of Hymnology, 54), unton (Favorite Hymns,
194) unbd Dorjd (Dad beutide evangelifdje Sircjenlied, 185). WVgl. aud)
Brown and Butterworth, Story of the Hymns and Tunes, 84. $.C. 8.

Automobiles in the Service of the Gospel.

The Wichern Society in Germany has five motor-cars in its service,
which tour Germany regularly during the summer months. Last summer
each motor-car was the center of fully one thousand open-air meetings.
The smallest attendance at these meetings was 40 persons, the largest 400.

Holland News Bureau.
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