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to the congregation at Jerusalem which he did Acts 11,1-4 and in the same way 

the congregation decided the question regarding the ff circimscision of the heath- 

en.In Gal 2,1 we see Paul, the other Great Apostle, submitting hie case to the 

bretheyn at Jerusalen.As Jacobs points out, the Epistles to the Galatians and Rom- 

ano,altho full of doctrine are given to laymen. Those in Galatia are to stand / 

fast in their liberty,those in Thessalonica are to prove all things and to hold 

that which is good,according to their ideas, but theplainest statement is made by 

fohn 1 Epistle 4,1:"Beloved,believe not every spirit but try the spirits whether 

they are of God".the warnings of the Apostles against false doctrine also indi- 

cates that they wished the congregation to test the doctrines.But perhaps the f 

strongest progf for our point is that of Acts 15 where we are forced to assume 

that the laity took part in the discussion on circumcision.It is to be noted that 

inspired Apostles are present here and yet the laity has a volce.If the people 

were not to take part in the disoussion,why did not the Apostles,as infallible 

teachers, simply decide the question and let it go at that?But there is yet anoth- 

or point thet mist be brought out. 

Today bhe part that the congregation ought to play in church discipline 

is neglected entirely too frequently and by many of the more conservative church 

bodies at that.in 1 Thess.4,14.16 some general rules are laid dom as warning the 

unruly,comforting the feeble-minded and supporting the weak.All this shows a love 

for the neighbor that could only spring from the Gospel.The three stages of dis—— 

cipline mentioned by the lord Matth 18 also obtain here,“he first stage is admoni- 

tion and this is the dgty of everyone.It mist always be done however in a spirit 

of love and goodwill otherwise this most rare of all priveleges will gegenerate 

into an outlet for the meanness of the ignérant and impious.The second stage is 

the break in friendly relations but still considering the erring one as a member 

‘of the congregation.On this point we find Apostolic council to this effect: "lark 

them which cause divisions among you and avoid them"or "withdraw from every trobh- 

er that walketh disorderly"and the purpose is also given:"if any zan obey not the 

Apostles! word,to note that man and to have no company with him that he may be 

ashened".“ere again we see that the entire spirit is one of assisting léve for
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_the purpose is to tring the erring one to realization of his fenlt. And the last 

stage is the complete severance of all relations with the Church,"Let him be un- 

to thee as an heathen man and a publican".cf 1 Cor.6,4. But in case he should re- 

pent the erring brother is to be reinstated immediately 2 Cor 2,6 and neither in 

this place,nor anywhere else is there a suggestion of penance nor anything like 

it. The congregation was the tritumal 1 Cor. 6,15 and not even the Apostles over= 

rode their rights 1 Cor 6,5-6. While the Church is beally made up of only those 

that believe,the actions of a man are the only indications of his faith,end ac- 

cording to these is he to be judged.“ltho the manifest and unrepentant sinner is . 

to be cast out Titus 5,10;1 Cor 6,13, yet,to call in the Civil Arm to mete out 

punishment is as great a wrong,if not greater,as to allow such a one the benefits 

of the Church.Excommunication is to be the last resort in showing a men his sin 

2 Thess.5,6,14 and if he does not repent thon the Church has done its duty.And 

altho the Church has the authority to withhold forgiveness,where is tho authori- 

ty granted to meto out punishnent?For there surely is a distinction that a 

bs observed. 

Another province of the congregation was that of charity work.fo a 

world which considered mercy a despicable wealmess the love of one's fellow 

man dccording to the Word of Christ came as cool water on a fevered trow."he Gos- 

pol was preached to the masses, but the masses were poor.-he admonitions to the 

rich are rare in tho New Tostament end yet there are sone as 1 Tin 6,17.18 shows. 

The rapid growth of the congregation at Jerusalem carried with it some dire con- 

sequences for meny of the new converts, who, being Jews,were even then in danger 

of losing their inheritance and friends.And if this happened how were théy to 

gain a livelihoodfif these identical conditions did not prevail in all the clurch- 

es, there were similar conditions and so beneficence became a very important part 

of the Church's functions.And those who were able to give did so Acts 4,354.36; 

yes,even the rank and file gave altho they were very poor 2 Cor &,12;9,10. We al- 

go see tint the whole Church supported the brethern at Jerusalem Acts 11,29; 

1 Cor. 16,1 and 2 Cor &,1-3 which some take to be three separate collections.Ang 

so it was customary from the earliest times to make contributions for the care
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of the poor and needy 1 Cor.16,1.2 which the deacons then administered 1 Tim. 

5,6-15.iIn the ee¥ly church beneficence was a sign of real spiritual life and it 

is to be regretted that the wealthy of our day see no other obligation on this 

respect than that of any other soolal function. — 

Thus we see that in the elotion of officers,in doctrine,in discipline 

and in doing good works the congregation is the one and only. factor.Any devie= 

tion from this practice is a misinterpretation or defiance of Apostolic example 

and any change in any of these factors can be cheracterized as losing the liberty 

with which Chriat has invested us. But we must agein hark back to the officers.If 

the laity has all these priveleges,by whet act or ceremony is one of their mm- 

ber to be set apart as an officer? 

dination: © '""' The Roman Church has a ceremony of ordination which for all time dis- 

tne 

tinguishes the person ordained from the rest of the body by granting him the so- 

called "Character Indelibilis".The New Testament also has its ceremony and we ff 

shall see how that differs from the Sacranent mentioned in the foregoing sen- 

tence.First of all,there are no rules laid dow for it.in the case of Pan] and 

Barnabas Acts 185 Lit was done with fasting,prayer and laying on of hands.From 

this case we sealtoo that others besides the Apostles had this privelege of grant- 

ordination.Before we go any farther we will say that ordination does not grant 

any special powers, tae it does grant ecclesiastical authority. Lindsay offers con- 

clusive proof that the word 'ordain'in the New Testament merely means to convey 

authority for whatever special finction ot duty a person ia selected.Furthermore, 

there is no evidence that the mere laying on of hands conferred special gifts. 

The case of Simon Acts 6 seems toy camvinoing evidence that such was not the case, 

fnd if the case in 1 Tig. 4,14 seems contrary to this we must remember that this 

was given Timothy by express divine direction and not by leying on of hends,tut 

with, together with the laying on of hands.When Paul tells Timothy'to lay hands 

suddenly on no man! it is evident that the person to be ordained cannot be chosen 

at randon,he must possess certain qualifications that fit him for the office.Con- : 

sidered as divine gifts,these qualifications are the thing that gives a person 

power tut ordination itself merely confers authority.The ceremony was performed _
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publicly by the ministers in the name of the Lord and was by no means a rite to 

Holy Orders for thére were none. Bat Cf. Hatoh,s.v.Ordination Pg. 122. 

DMKARY: tinwenen yi As a recapitulation for the Apostolic Era we will take a comprehensive 

view of the development in the organisation.lindsay lists several factora,that, 

without a doubt,left an impression on the young and pliable Church.first are the 

Seven 'deacons" of Acts 6.Seven were supposedly chosen due to the custom in the 

Jewish tovms of heving their ruling body consist of seven elderly men.the seleoct- 

ion of elders,Acts ll,is both Jewish and Gentile custom since it is a universal : 

practice to have the aged and experienced wield suthority."he next step is the _ 

position of leadership held by James in Jerusolem.Euseblus IT,1,2.3;II1,11,1.2. 

Many take this as an Oriental influence according to which succession to an of- 

fice is controlled by the custom of having the next male descendant succeed to 

an office. he many duties that had to be teken care of in a congregation would 

produce the men able to take care of then due to some special gift.These needs 

ran 211 the way from being petron as Phoebe seems to have been Rom 16,1,to of= 

foring one's hone for services as De Pogsi has shown it to have taken place. {he 

roliglous clubs,such a large factor in Hatch's study, did undoubtedly exert some 

influence in the developement of the organization of the Church but the new moral 

force would always remain supreme.The Synagogue also exerted an influence espec- 

dally in regard to the officers and thelr functions.‘hile the Synagogue and the 

religious club had points in common,the Church hae pointe comin to both. But why 

waste time disputing on which organization exerted the most influence?.The point 

ie that no matter what organization the new convert hed been acquainted with, 

whether the guild of the Synagogue, his previous training would enable him to use 

the rights and priveleges granted him as a member of the Opurch.lindssay states 

that if the clurches at Corinth and Rome do not seem to be properly organized, 

since officers are ignored,it shows that the congregation could exist without }/ 

the ministry and could carrg out all ite functions.But as we have show above, 

a.V.Prespyter,0 congregation without a ministry can exist bkt it cannot carry out 

all its functions or fulfill all its duties.And in view of the emphasis laid on 

the officers in Scripture, especially Pauléis instructions to Timothy regarding the
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the men to be selected,is it not more reasonable to assume that there were offi-_ 

cers there? 

Such is the picture of the Church while guided by the erring bend of 
the Apostles.Let us keep that picture in mind as we watch the organisation 

pass thru the trials and troubles of the next 260 years or more. 

(a7: THE POST-APOSTOLIC AGE. 

In our study of this age we beg leave to sulmit 

our evidence under the author rather than in an arrangement like that in the fore- 

going part. We shall restrict ourselves to those points in which our euthors show 

striking differences either with their predecessors or successors.the first one 

to be considered is Clement of Rome(92 or 101 to—-7) (4.jo.4a0. 

a Cloment,in his Epistle to the Corinthians,makes no provision for anSitice 

of bishop.‘thhen we speak of "bishops! in this part of our treatise we shall endeav— 

or to restrict ourselves to the conception which the term implies today.¥rom this 

letter we infer that the elders are the highest authority in the congregation 

and the tishops he speaks. 6f\42,46 are merely teaporary, oiaiomon ef ther peentebees 

al board.Cf.Lightfoot.the deacons act as enquirers and accusers and form a court 

together with the prestyters.zere agein there is very little difference between 

the deacon and the presbyter. The laity elected the officers for we read of "nen 

ordained with the common consent and approbation of the whble congregation" {The 

main point of the letter,to restore a deposed presbyter,shows that the laity had 

the right to depose their officers at this time.Our next authority is a trifle 

different. 

Pyne Bishop Lightfoot asscolates this name with two others as leaders in the 

developement of the Episcopacy.We shall discuss the cthers later. And the worthy 

Bishop is justified in this as we shall try to show.Ignatius calls himselfand is 

called a bishop,he writes to a bishop,Polycarp of Smyrna and mentions three or- 

ders of the ministry.To him the bisinp is the visible center of unity in the con- 

gregation and to be valued as a security for discipline and harnony [fe mitt ‘theee 

oleims in no uncertain terms,i.E: Eph.6. "...clearly,therefore, we ought to re- 

gard the bishop as the Lord Hinself";and again, Smyrn.9:"...He that doeth anything 

 


