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POLITY UP T0 325 A.D. with SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE APOSTOLIC
SUCCESSION.

Differences in ohuroh crganisstion todsy
are directly proportional to the differences in doctrine.As the actions of a man
are tut the result of his beliefs we are justified in ascertaining his tenets hy
observing his actions.But in sny system of clmroh organiszation the srrangement
should he that by which the motive prinsiple,i.e,falth,reaches its maximm of of-
ficlency.And here,if anywhers,the dowtrine lends the dlstinctive mark to th'-':"':;g;u
zatlon.Thus,if fault is to be found,the root.of the evil lies in false dootrine.
ind yet,to argue Church Polity om the grounds of theoretioal doctrine alane, o8 doo-
trine aside from practice,if that is possible,would get us nowhere.We must study
both doctrine and practice.And now we mist declde what period in the devslopement
of Churoch Polity will give us the correct arrangement.

The Oxford liovement,having um:-ll axss of its own to p:l.nd.‘lﬂm-fﬂi.
seorching glare of the light of sclentific research on the Early Clmroch.The nunl
of search were perfectly proper and Justifiable,yet the results did not rurni.nh r
one thing needful!.For,imstead of studying the Chkurch of the First Century,they
devobed their time end enmergy to the Age of mou.mi_é offorts were vain as far as

thelr immediate needs were concerned.In the csourse of this essay we will endeavor
+o0 show that "the mystery of iniquity did already work" at that time and therefore
their results were useless.%e must go back farther than Nicee,we must.go back Fh%t the
- time when the Curch was under the infallible guidance of the Apul:hl.ngrthhkf 1nte
than that is unsafe since there is always the possiblity of error.Then ¢jf we have
once gained sn idea of their organization and practice we lhllhnﬁ-dnm
only corpect standard of comparison for later ages. We shall then 1w able to see
how the gifts of God to men, hampered and vitiated by the solling touch of Iuman
hands,apparently lost all claims of spirituality and becsme empty,materislistic
formlas to certain ends.We have divided our subject into three logical periods:
1:=The Apostolic Age as portrayed in Seripture.

z:;_ &I:#o :H;g. Age *n_l_lmgun in ﬂn y.-:lti.ngn of the Fathers.

[P Tefasa, IATL.L

3:=later dmlopmm-l:l up to the Gmni.l of Nicea,3256 A.D.




Before we have a lhrﬁngpohrl:nnth nnmrthquut:l.om

Thet is the Cimroh?-From N.T. passages it is obvicus that there are varlous ushges
of the term Ekkleesis/ In the general or more comprohsnsive sense,ths word ih.:.i;ld-
es all Believers in Christ,all Ohristians. This group is universal and invisible,
it is not marked by any cutward signs of organization,neither is 1t eonholi.hd%
any barriers of age,race or sex.In short,it is the Kingdom of God on earth whioch
will remain as long as the earth endures. In the narrower semse of the term it
can only mean the loocal ecng:-ep.ti.on.l'!n'b. is any group of ,&:l.i.mrl in s certain
locality organized for the purpose of carrying out their duties or priveleges as
a Fody of Believers.And it is to such a group,sccording to Matth.18,17;1 Cor. 6,

5=6 and 2 Thess, 5,68,that the priveleges snd powera are granted that have beem
promised the Church at large.

Since every prganization must have suthority we must decide where this
authority lies in the Christian Clmrch.For we Imow thkt authority Ims been grant-
ed the Chursh by Christ in three well-lmown but very often misinterpreted pc.n;g:s:
In Yatth, 16,13-18 Christ gives the suthority to bind and to loose to Peter -.-""‘1':1:.
gpokosman of the other disciples. Againm,in Matth. 18,16-20 the ssme thing is ;rl.‘n'l:
ed to tho Twelve as the representatives of the Church that was to ocome into o:l.lt-
ence thru theilr ministry or better still,they recelved it as the first :!.ocll oon=
grogation.The third passage is Jolm 20,21-23 where the same power is granted to
all the disciples assembled together at that place. And that constitutes th:ﬁ%h—
ority that is the basis of the Christian Church,that as & visible group existing
as & unity and practising fellowship,they should wield all the suthority granted
the Chmrch as such.And the early chnrches also carried this out.The ocongregation
at Jerusalem elected liatthias Acts 1,26;the one at Antioch commissioned Paul and
Barnabas to do missionary work Acts 12,1fjand when Psul calls attention to the
blameable state of affairs st Gorinth he doss not lsunch s decision or judgment
as an inspired Apostle,neither does he demand that the Council at Jerusalem 'hh
the matter in hand,tut he takes great pains to show the Christlans that it #"bhni.l
mtyt;tmthcnthrupndldjult 1% by virtue of their own suthority. ﬁln.tu

reference to this affair shows that this was dome.But the -local congregation was



be endowed with other powers 'b-l:l.du-:-h.t of suthority.

The looal congregation was to be ‘the recipient of charimmatic gifts,signs
percelved by the senses as proof of the presemce of the Holy Spirit in the ch?ﬁmn
of God as pron:l.llod by the prophets of 0ld4,6f Joel 2,28, In 1 Cor.35,22 the looal
congregation is promised:"All things are yours",likewise the virtues catalogued
Gal 5,22-26;a000rding to Eph.1,17.18 it is enlightened snd in Eph.4,1 it is urged
as a body to hold to its faith.Besides these general references are the Charimmta
of 1 Pet.4,10; 1 Cor.12,28 and Rom lz,iemm we shall discuss more fully below.
But from the foregolng we ses that the local comgregation is the organization de-
sired by the Lord and arranged by the infallible Apostles.Furthermore,with that
in mind ih must be admitted that if sny authority or powers is promised the Clmrch
as such,the loocal congregatiom will be the :;on:lp:lonb. And while we are discussing
the individual congregation it may be well to say a word about their services.

The New Testement lays down no rules for worship,thus again stressing
the difference and the superiority of the Hew over the 0ld Covenant.The only re-
quisites are that all things be done 'unto ddifying' and 'in decency and order!.
Archbishop Thately,in his "Kingdam of Ohrist Delineated" has it that the same Om-
niscience,which s0 mimtely recorded the First Dispensation,avoided anything like
it in the Hew for this purpose that the Hew was for all races and peoples with
all their fifferences.That is aptly stated. Vhat we do know of the early mode of
worship is this: The Faithful met in 'upper rooms' as it is stated in Acts whioch
mist have been private dwellings since there were no temples or churches at ths
time that would have "fraternized” to that extent.Both sexes attended and it is
only natural to assume that young and old were present.An indication of the ser-
vice proper is glven Acts 2,42 whioh may be rendered:"They wers constantly attaa-
ing the Apostle's teaching snd the collection(or comtritution) and 'l'.’h- 'Il.-u.'H.'n;
of the bresd and the prayers." That is,ths sermon of the Apostle m ‘happened to T
present,the 1iberal free-will offering of the rich as well as the poor(Cf. 2 Cor.
8,1-8);the Euolarist and the public prayers by the people.Hymns and spiritual
socngs are slso mentioned 1 Cor.l4 and Eph.6,14. Enesling is mentioned Eph.3,14

"k
tut it 1s doubbful whether the congregation Imellt in prayer at worship.The !4y




nigen
ing of hands! is mentioned 1 Tim 2,8 which'is most likely a Jewish posturs while
praying. There ls no evidence for a set form of prayer at this early time.The
first day of the week was celebrated to oommemorate Christ's resurrestion John
20,19.26;Acts 20,7 but otherwimse there is an utter lack of Festiwal Seasons or
Eoly Days.The Eucharist was usually preeseded by the Agape,ob Love-feast,a meal
fostering the most intimate hrotherly relations,the provisions at the Feats show-
ing God's love and providence while the oft-repeated simile of Christ,likening
the Kingdom of God to a banquet,served to impress the diners with their position
as Believers.Fowever,due to atuses,which manifested themselves very early,l Cor,
11 the custom fell into disfavor and finally into disuse,

Aocording to Lindsay,The Clurch and the liinistry in the Early Centuries,
there were three types of congregational meetings:The first is that for Exhorta-
tion and Prayer.This meeting usually opemed with & benediction,then came the con-
fessing of Christ as lord 'rollmd by & general prayesr and also the Lord's Fray-
er both of them being closed by an sudible Amen of the worshippers;then came a
hymn which was followed by & reading from the Frophets and a section on the muf-
fering and death of Jesusjthe instruction,then the Prophets were heard and the

mecting tms closed with a benediction.Sometimes,as 1 Cor.14,25 the case of a sin-
ner was taken in hand.Cf. Lyndsay,Pg 6.~-~-The second type of meeting is that of
the Eucharist,spoken of above,at which only the baptized were present very short-
ly after the founding of the Clurch and from which all those at wariance 'l.th_-
their neighbor were excluded.Cf.Didache l4.-—----The third type of meeting '.l.?-ﬁliut
in which the tusiness of the confregation n;mdﬁim in a demooratic or-
ganization of this kind there were many and varied matters to be attended to as

& body.They sent letters 1 Cor 7,1;they appointed delegates to represent them

2 Cor.3,1.2;8,19 and most 1ikely took charge of the raising of funds 1 Cor.18,1.2.
The final sentence of expulsion of a sinning member was also pl:ll!ﬂ. in this meet-
ing 1 Cor.5,1-8.Besides this the vhole hody would consider the case of penitents
2 Cor 2,6-8and oven arrange legal matters among themselves 1 Cor 6,1.Thelb de-
clsions were arrived at by a majority vote.It is significant that Paul I.l"‘,’ldi‘ﬂ-

dresses his letters to a comgregation,a certain chursh or soms person about
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whom the bellevers had gathered but never to an office-bearer.Now,according to
1 Cor 12,12 every one is in some way gifted Ly the Spirit and every Charisma is
to be employed in edifying the congregation.But some gifts,as the miracles and
healings of 1 Cor.12,8 are not exactly suitable for worship and therefore 1 Pet.
4,10.11 distinguishes between gifis of ministering and gifts of speaking.But as
soon as we speak of service to the congregation or the employment of gifts we are
disocussing the work of officials,in a certain semse,in this organization.And it
will be our next task to decide who these officlals were and in what sense they
were office-bearers.

Before Hls ascension,ocur I.ord had told his disoiples to remain in
Jerusalen until the Holy Spirit should be poured out on them.The story of thzm;}irlt

Christian Pentecost is well Imown,the point ‘o be remembered is that the _1lorl:|.ng

in visible signs of the Holy Ghost did not stop thers tut was oarried on for mayy
years in varlous ways until the purpose of the lLord was accomplished.From .:\l.'bi.lirrh |
thece gifts endowed a person with the abllity to serve the body and as the Clmrch
is unique in that service is mark of leadership,these people who were gifted in'a
certain way,soon came to hold a more prominent place in the congregation.And ,;f;ho
these special gifts were indisputable signs of God's favor there was a tendency

40 despise them as we see from the warning in 1 Thess 5,19:"Quench not the S-pji’.'::-'it".
These gifts covered both the spiritual and the material side of service to the
congregation;the former being taken care of by the Apostles,Prophets and Teachers
while the loecal ministry took care of the latter.0f oourse we must remember that

in the very beginning the Apostles took care of both while the presbyters also
ministered in the Tord and Dostrine.But these men who wers emdowed with specisl
gifts were in no sense office-bearers;they merely employed the gift that nl‘.r';il.ht-
ed them in the service of the Lord as it was granted them.Theirs was a ministry

of reconoilistion,of the Word of Reconclliation 2 Cor.5,18 for the 01d had glven
place to the New and a different Covenant was in effect or rather,the Original

ofses -
had been consurmated.And now let us consider the two types of ministry more close-
1y.




First and foremost of course are the Apostles.Their calling was for life,
their doctrine 4s to remain the norm of falth for all time and they usually worke
od in virgin territory.The.original Twelve wers the only Apostles in the strict
sense of the term becsuse of their intimacy with and commission from the Lord.
But with Judas' defection ancther had to hhhnhhthehruhuduhtiﬁin.
& man having ‘the sanme training and the sams degree of intimacy tut with a differ-
ent Call,was chosen.Paul is another exception for while he was prepared by the
Lord Himself,his Call boo was different.But beside these Thirbeen thers wers other
Apostles.These men were called by the ILord who also blessed their work and are
given the tltlelthe Apostles of the Clmrches,the glory of Christ' 2 ‘Cor 8,23;
others of the same type are Barmabas,Andronicus and Jublus of Rom 16,7 and still
others like Silas,John lMark,Timothy and Titus,Becsuse Jolm Mark ¢fifY alons worked
in virgin territory some would reject all of these last four except him tut that

is precarious as we shall see.Posides thess men some would dlso inslude James of
Aots 12,17 altho the missionary labors are also lacking in his onse.Blshop Iight-
foot has listed the qualifications of an Apostle in this way:They were required

to te & witnoss of the Resurrection,which was granted Paul by a miraclejto be com-
missioned by the IErd Himself or by the Churoh as Eatthias and Paul(Acts 13,2)

and Barnabasy and to have a fruitful ministry.And the signs of an Apostle were
gifts of patience,self-denial,effective preaching,signs,wonders and mighty deeds;
as the Bighop sees it:"Not who they were hut what they did" counted.

One point that must be notlced is that even the Apostle's ser-
vive is oalled nmm?hm orl.gl:nl.l Twelve,with Judas' place filled by Latthias,
were to start their labors in Jerusalem where they acted as pastors and tu.-ohu-l
of the flock in the Temple and in the homes Acts6,4.As the infallible teachers
their dootrine is to remain the norm for all time and there are no successors to
them in this respect.For when James Zebsdel Acts 12,2 was martyred there was no
successor chosen as in the case o:l' Judas.No sinkle local congregabion had l‘?‘%ﬂn
over the _urv-.l.cu.or these men and when thesy left a loocal group of believers the
presbyters took ocare of things.Acts 18,18;20,1.Scripture makes their authority
spring from the Lord 2 Cor 10,8 and their doctrine the norm 2 Cor 13,10.
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" But even these men wielded no other suthority over the congregation other then

that of the Word 2 Cor.l,24.To this olass of the Prophetic Xinigtry the Evange-
11sts also belong as PR’ Philip in Acts 8,5 since they also coversd new fielda,
However ,the term Evangelist is not so much a digtinot offige or rl:nk as it is a
description of the work.The next olass of ministsrs is very closely bound up with
the Apostolate,

: !!hn.t is the second group snd is formed by the Prophets.Like the A-
postles they were inspired and wielded authority in all departmenks ut mllﬁa‘l.ﬂn
former ,thelr sphere of activity was a Christian congregation.Vhile they m’fti!u'ﬁi
neturally also teachers,their distinguishing mark was the foretelling of future
events Acts 13,2;15,28; and had full control of themselves while they were pro-
phecying 1 Cor 14,20-33.As seen from the Didache 14,1 they wers itinerant and sup-
ported by the Church.They were under no restraint,the Church was to hear their
message 2 Cor 8,29=-33 tut that vas subjest to the Gift of Discermment o.f. the con-
gregation 1 John 4,1-3;1 Cor 14,24. hers is no evidence whatsosver that they were
office bearers in any strict sense of the term altho,of course,an officer might
propheesy. The question might be asked:Vhat was the nabure of their message? In
Eph. 2,20 we are told that they spoke revelations of mystery which can be either
intelligable or not,besides gilving words of warning,comfort and predictions.It is
to be noted that women also prophesied as the daughters of Philip at Caesarea
Acte 21,9,0f all the types of the Prophetic Ministry,this gifi of rﬁplmy is per-
haps the most transient and therefore illusive in a study of this l;.‘l.nd.m:l- we
are sure that there were lundreds of divinely inspired men speaking of the future
to the early congregations,we would still hesitate to say that every one of them
received his calling or gift for life.Ilt seems more likely that the Spirit came
upon them st intervals.And even tho the ability to%l"g osme directly from ¥ .
the Lgrd,the fact that His instrument of the time retained full possession of l.:i.:l.
his faculties allowed the possiblility to oreep in of making an especial show of
the favor shown by the Spirit and so it might very easily degensrate into sense-
less emotionalism.And it seems that is exactly what happened.for we find signs
oft d:lle.ud:l.ti.n; this gift very early.While 1 Thess.5,20 exhorts the Christians:
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"Despise not prophesyings",the whole tenor of Juds and 2 Peter seems to indicate
a flourishing state of false prophesy.But that is to be expected where men will
insist on subjecting the plans of God to their own approval and we cannot consi-

der God's gifts weak or impotent for that resson.Thsse two clmeses,Apostles and
Prophets,were tho"")l‘:thps.ou of the Holy Ghost and so thelr muthority was mijeebe;
while their ministry lasted,or rather where they were in direct oontrol.tho%nh
was a perfect theooracy.But besides these two,there 1as still amother type ofthe
" Prophetic linistry. ,

This iz the olass of Pastors and Teachers.These held their po:tﬂ'i.on,-
not by an election of the scongregation nor by immesdiate inspirstion ‘,'Int rlﬂtn!;’lv
virtue of their inherent ability to grasp and impert divine truths.And so :I.tu;ta.:l.-
ly was an endowaent of the mind 1 Cor. 14,15;James 3,1.They carried én their work

both publiecly and privately 1 Cor 14,26 and Gal 8,8 while the things to be taught

by them wore glven by “ord and Epistle 2 Thess.2,5.According to Eph 4,15.16 Paul
expocted each congregation to supply its omn teachers.Eowever,later we ses that
highly gifted mon like Tatian and Justin Yartyr went from one congregation to
another like the Prophets.While the 'office! of teaching was in some rupeetir‘-ina
nagnificent than that of prphecy,the former lasted longer and was entirely taken
over by the local ministry."hile Harmack identifies prophets end teachers,it ‘Seems
the evidence will warrant a diatinotion between foretelling and forthtelling.
Quite naturally,not evryone could teach,especially not a women 1 Cor 12,4.8.29 ]
And Zph 4,11 makes pastors snd teachers the same and sinos the Apostles and fproph~
ots were present only at interwvals,ths work of instruction devolved upon these

men capable of teaching.But 1ike the Prophets',the Teachers' work was diloroil"iaq
by the harm wrought by false teachers L Tim. 3,2;4,1;6,3;Titus 1,9.They are ;:l‘,.,lld
the guardians of the falth Acts 20,28-31;Titus 1,6-11 and so the Zeacher merges
into the Eplscopos,or rather,their functions overlap.The Pidache pictures s
lnﬂ.ﬁflﬂh.rl still side by side, tut also shows the bishops and descons perform-
ing the duties of prophets and ,m"-:.mr-. Didache 14,1.#his will bring us 1nto She
field of thn?op.hr ﬁ:::l.eu.mt bsfore we enter that field it might be 1n place
here to say a word regarding individual speciesl Charismata.
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A oatalogue of j{nohl d:lﬂ;l is glven Eph. 4,11. as discussed above.
Besides these Rom. 12,6-8. glves us different aspecta o:l'.thon manifestations
and it is to be noted that the original text employs abstract terms roi-dn;
us to abandon the idea that these are offices. They mmust be taken as
special temporary manifestations of the Spirit's work. Verse 7 mentions
"ministry! as one of these and it will be hard for those who hold that these
are permanent and distinet offices, to explain the meaning of ministry
in this list in view of the fact that this word is used of practically
every branch of ’;i.lri.sthn service, Another catalogue is found 1 Cor.1l2,28,
wheroe helps, govermmemts, miracles, gifts of houli.ngl.d:l.md.ﬁu of tongues
are mentioned beslde E.POS'I‘S]..I, Ijrophots and !.i."el.oherl. The passage itself :
distinguishes in the importance of these variois offices in the uqu.ma
as found., The functlons of 'helps', 'governments' are takesn over o:;i{raly
by the local ministry. But this abllity to serve, like every othor, isa
glft of God to the Clmrch and so they were then; ths others are special
ability to meot specinl needs and when they were no longer neceasary they
passed awmy. One thing is evident and that is that theme lp.oehl endovments
wore to have their place in the life of the congregation and the regular -
ministry was subject to them. Yet over all was the authority of dootrine.
1 cor. 14,32.33.

Thus the work of the Iord was carriled on by these men in some
my upoohlly endowed to £111 the needs of the Beli.evcrl. But the two chief
offiocers, ,Apoltlo and ﬂProphnt, were itinerant and it is evident that

"scmeone mst have been there to carry on the work in their absence.

Furthermore the time was not far distant when the A.putlol muld. die, and as
we have seen there were to be no sucosssors, the ,l‘nphsh s and !.'mh-rl were
disoredited; an age of ﬁoung after fn Baliefs degemerated into scepticimn
and the authority of the Prophoﬁ.o Jﬂ.nhtry waned, But all the functions
formerly carried on by this ministry were taken over by the local ministry.
What wes this ministry and by what right did it exlst?




We have ssoen above that the local congregation is the organization
sponsored by the inspired apostles and vested with all the authority and
gifts promised the Church at Iarge. And chief anmong 1ts powers was the
authority to'fora ita own olergy. If the congregation exists hy dlvine
sppoi.n‘hnont» )thon the anthority vested in it to produce its own ministry is
divine. For Soripture speaks of officers that serve thes congregation and
the ts;-ms used are almys ¢ correlatives. For example Acts 20,29 speaks of
a ,ﬁimpherd which demands a flock as complement; 2 Cor.3,3. mentions 'serwvant'
which demands someone to he served; Rom. 10,14. mentions preacher which demands
an audience., HNow we have shorm the 'flock!, 'thoae merved! and ths 'audience!
to be by divine right and,by the sames line of thought, their servants exist
by the same right. Furthermore, Heb. 13,17. expressly states that Ythose
that watoh over you" (the congregation) must glve account (to God) and thus
the authority to 'watch over' mist be of divine origen. And the congregation
used their authority in this matter. It can be established beyond the shadow
of a dohbt that these Regular 6ﬂteerl did not come into being after the
Prophetic Hinhtry had passed avay but that it existed :E'run the Vvery beginning
alongside of and contemporaneously with the original ministry. We conolude
this from the following considerations:
1) Aots 6 we see '"Seven' appointed as helpsrs, servants, deacons.
2) Gwatkin,Hasting's Dict.of the Bible,finds "elders" st Jerusalem in 44,60
and 68;they are mentioned by Jamss and Peter,appointed by Faul and Barna-
bas in every church they founded and they sre seen at Ephssus in 58.
3) Bishops and deacons are found at Philippl in 83 while Fhoebe is sesn &s &
Deaconess at Cenchrea in B8,
4) Timothy and Titus ere placed in charge of four groups: Bishops or Elders,
Mc;nl,num-ul and Widowa.
5) The "Young Men! of Asts 5,6,altho not officers,for the contrast is between
young and old,are -t:l.:l..:l. helpers.
8) The position of Timothy and Titus at Ephesus and Crets respectively was a




local ministry.
7) The indefinite "Prohistamenol" of 1 Thess. 5,12 and the"Hegoumenoi” of
Hobrews 13,7.17 also show the existence of resident offiwials.
8) The ssme point is brought out by refering to the Angels of the Sevem Clurch-
es in Revelation. ;

From these considerations it is plain that these officers were

contemporansous with the Prophetio kinistry and so it has not merely Apostolies
sanction but their express cormands. Furthermore,as we have seen above,the di-

vinely arranged loocal congregation must provide its own ministers snd these min-

istors and thoir congregation form the arrangement desired by God.But in case e
should,for some reason or ancther,dispenss with thess considerations ,ws have ;1’;!.11

more potent proofgwhich is found in Soripture passages relating especially to

the ministry.

One group of these passages makes the offics of the ministers
like that of tlhe Apostles. 1l Cor.4,1.6; 1 Pet. 6,13 Col, 4,7; 1 Cor 3,5; Acts
15,22, Both have the same dutles,which are: teaching,exhorting,shepherding as it
wags done by the Apostles John 21,15-17;2 Tim.1,11;2,2 and it is expressly stated
thet this was also dome by the bishops or elders:Acts 20,28; 2 Tim.2,2;Titus 1,8:
1 Pot.6,2;and Heb, 13.14 and we lroriu'llisl‘tied in referring Heb.13,17 to ths lo-
cal ministry and so the mthori.tyu while 1 Cor.3,56 shows that the purpose was i.'ﬁn—
tical., Besides this it is God's plan that capable men administer His Word Titus
1 5;2 Tim,.2,2; 1 Tim. 3,1; we must also refer 1 Com. 12,28 to the ministry whehh-
3 /aéropn-th or /I.ooll for it shows that these officers are by God's appolintment,
Finally,there is also a group of puu;u in which our lord has outline d the
redationship that should exist between a congregation and its pastor or llnll-%:i'l.
They sre 1 Pet. 5,2; Acts 20,28;Hetr. 13,17;%ames 6,14; 1 Thess. 5,12.13;1 Tig.
5,17.18; end 1 Cor 9,14. There can bs no doubt that these conditions mst be
© fulfilled to mtthlpprmlortho mmrmam- srrangement.And so
mommdothtthoorﬂ.oootthmmwryllbyuﬂm command end altho not
an absolutely essential mark of a Christian oongregation,it is nevertheleas the

desirsable condition.For this is the arrangement under the inspired Apostles;
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we ses that this office is the required oomplement for an arrangement 1like the
local congregation sud fizally we see how the Holy Spirit,thru the inspired Heit-
ers has given divime and express commands regarding it.But in a review of this
subject it is necessary to study the individual offices more closely.

When the word of tha,“;olthl began to bear such abundant
fruit it soon became necessary to obtain helpers to take care of some of the dut-
les arising with the increasing mmbers.Acts 6 tells us that the work grew to
such proportions that it could not be carried ¢n efficlently without added help
and so the congregation chose seven pd..ohd. men for"the service of tables".This

detall of the early eooluhst:lul organization has given rise to lnhomot&'fml

that run the gauntlet of a divine institution of the Disconate down to soms’ vig:
notions of a temporary,unofficial and individual act.But let us consider the

case a3 it is found in Soripture. The word "service",Diakonia,is used in many/ways
in Soripture; of disoipleship in general Jolm 12,26; of the ablility to serve be-
cause of special gifts Rom 12,7; 1 Cor. 12,5 and in 1 Pet. 4,10.11;0f the mi:liltry
of tho Vord Acts 6,4;Eph 4,12; 2 Tiy. 4,6; it is even used of the work of ths A~
postles Acts 1,17;20,24321,19;1t is also used of a minlstry not of the Vord,at
least not publioly Acts 6,1; 11,29; 12,26;Rom 15,25.31 and in 2 Cor.8,4.19.20.
How,these Seven of Acts 6 were o:l;ptod for the "service of tables",evidently ‘I:b
material detalls of the work which however hd been dons at first by the Apo:l:lou
such things as the care of the poor and administering charity. One thing 1s

quite evident and that is that the deacons of Acts 6 did not perform a secondary
service as the Descons of the third and fourth Century did.Iindsay identifies

the deacons of Acte 8 with the presbyters who received the oolhet:!.on from Paul
end Burbabas Acts 11jand Boshmer,Ritschl,lange and Hastings also allow this.

When we compare the passages discussing the descons work and that of the presby-
ters there is a striking similarity.This will) be trought home all the IDI'I;I-'I.'-
ly by comparing Paul's ro.qu:l.run_nnh in the Pastoral letteras for theass two of-
fices.There the only moticeable difference between the two is that whereas the
preabyter is to be "spt to teach",this is not required of the deacon.But that
difference does not militate lﬂhl‘l‘i identifying these two offiocen.
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Furthermore,shortly after thess Seven were o:l;tcd.th- congregation was dispers-
od and Aots 8,5 shows Philip,one of them,cerrying on the work of an Evangelist,
and in Semaria at that.That is ardly in keeping with the idea of the deacons
being a lower 'Order' performing secondary service.And when we consider that ¥/
these men were elected before 35 A.D. and that the next that we hear of an office,
supposed by some to be similar,by othersyidentical,is Rom 16,1 whers Phoebe is
spoken of as a denconess whlch 1s about 568 A.D.And the next ocoasion on which
deacons as such are spoken of is at Pjilippl in 63 A.D. How does that agree with
the contention that this was a regularly instituted distinct office? Gwatkin
(cf. Bibliography) makes the interesting point that +thers is no trace of an of-
fice like that of the Diaconate in the Epistles of Faul st all.These considera-
tions,then,meke 1t difficult to hold that Acts 6 is the insgtitution of a dis-
tinet office or order. Pelliccia(Cf. Bibliography) is m‘? as clear as the dogma-
tical tenoh of his remarks would indioate when he says,Pg 28:" At the beginming
of tho Church only the Deacons discharged the offive of Christian ministeras"
while,he few pages later,bhe has the remark:"The Deacons,instituted Acts 6 by
the Apostles,were restricted to helping administer the Smoraments to the Faith-
ful and teking charge of the common property of ths Church".Harnsck is also em-
treme when he divides the administrative functions between the Episcopl and
Ugagons who had the speocial gifts of'government and service!, taking part in the
services of public worship btut were also members of the Presbytery.0f a differ-
ent view is Loening(Cf. Bibliography) who identifies presbytsrs and deacons.And
that 1s the oconclusion that is demanded by a review of the facts.If the two of-
fices,presbyter and deacon,were not exaotly similar,the differences are not
sharply enough defined to warrant the exlistence of a separate and distingt ﬁ’;ﬁu.
And since these "deacons" of Aots 6 performed duties that had been done _'by the
Apostles before that,we conclude that they are the same as the officials that
appear later ds Eplscopl,Presbyteri ets eto.

lmonsnu A group of female helpers,called Deaconesses is also found in the ear-

ly Church.The most notable example is that of Phosbe at Cenchrea Rom 18,1.7e
Inow only this that she was of assistance to Paul on ons of his missionary
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enterprises but aside from that we lmow very little. Betoh's theory,thmt she
aoted as "patron" for the lower #tY classes,as the Law allowed a person of high-
er rank to hp,!.u very interesting and may very well fit the case.Taking the con-
ditions of the time into consideration,especially the seclusion of the flll.f:’lll
in Oriental countries and the position of women in gemeral,it will be perfectly
plain why all sericus Christian women should taks it upon themselves to perform
deeds of love and charity toward their more unfortunate sisters.From the Epistle
to Timothy wo mee that they even formed associations to carry out this work more
efficiently tut there is not the slightest similarity between these and the
;.-tarhoodu of a later j{v;e.I'I: may also be well to note here that 1 Tim 3,11
speaks of deaconosses and not of the wives of deacons for Gynailkas,withoutthe
article cannot mean the latter.

Ancther group of female helpers is that of the ¥idows.Ascording to 1 Tim.
5,9 these women are to be older than 60 for the younger omes were liable to dis-
grace their service by performing it in a vorldly spirit.Ves may twell assume that
those conmecrated women took care of these special tasks besides those in thelr
own households.Of those female helpers Pelliccia has a very interesting remark
to make:"Deaconosses wore considered a Clerical Order,ordsined by Episcopal im-
position of hands and not without olerical priveleges... but in the course of
timo in the Vestern Church the order of Deaconesses was rraduslly atolished by
decrees of counclls after the Sixth Century because of their :!:noonhi.nonoy and 1t
ceased to be rockoned among the Clerical Orders".If the first part of the state-
mont were correct,this would be another instance &f the improvements that Rome
has uchered in. But these women were by no means a Cleriocal Order,for the whole
idea of Orders is contrary to the -p:.l.r'.l.'b of the New Testsment.

Beq BYPERS; (< %' And now we oomd to the chief,if we may use that term here,of the lo-

cal ministers,the preshyters.They are found for the first time Acts 1l about 44.
These constitute the regular loosl ministry,taking over the functions of the
Prophetic ﬁﬂry es it dled out, but even before that had taken place they were
recognized for the position they held in the Cimrch.One things seems clear,and
is acoepted by the majority of scholars with the exception perhaps of Hatch
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and Harnaock,and that is,that the Episcopi l.nd- Presbyteri are '.I.do_nti.u:l.. But be=

:!'oro we furnish our reasons for this stand it may be well to discuss soms more
: genesal aspects.
Ino.n!.n;,n was shomn above,identifies presbyters and deacons thruout
* tut maintains that one pastor was at the head not by .{u-m of the deacons,nor
according to the analogy of the heathen confraternities so ably presented by
Hatol, tut by the analogy of James,the 1§ra-- trother,being Hesd of the Church
I.'I'I Jorusalem.Thus,these individual "heads"™ were not the successors to the L-p%;tl.l
but the representatives of Christ.To this we will say that Loening seems to be
stretching the analogy a trifle.There were other centrally located clurches as
Corinth and Ephesus and Asis linor with Apostles who,at least at the begimning,
had more mthér:l.ty and prestige than James.'hy dld the pastor not turn out to be
a successor o the Kpostles rather than a representative of ChristIIt surely is
more comprejjensible for a man to consider himself the sucocessor to an Apostle
rather than a successor of the Igrd's hlood relstive.Hatoch,on theother: hand,
starts out with a group of presbyters able tb gulde in all things because ocl‘ :
their age and then derives his individual head from the similarity of ‘I'.hf Ghu'oh'
organization to that of the heathen religious fraternities under which arrange-
mont the Episcopos had charge of the finances.And this function added so much
more prestige to the one officer that he soon came to be president of the other
presbyters.The Episcopos very likely did handle the m-,thl.t is part of &
pastor's duty; furthermore,it is very likely that an offiocer like the Episcopos
handled the finances in the heathen fraternities.But Hatoh foroes a similarity
into existence between the Church and these gulilds that does not exist.For Acts
20,26 and 1 Pet 2,25 prove comolusively that there was aomething else besides
finsnces involved.That is more;Soripture gives all prominence to the ministry of
the Tord and very little to the .:H.m.nd.l:l. end of it.Above all else,however,we
mist remember that the wvital impulse ot the Church was something hitherto inex-
perienced;it could not be taken care of in the ususl manner;it had to work out
its omn organization and only its own impulses could blaxe that trall.Is it not
rather a large order to believe that the Clurch,springing from snd among m;"';“.



=10= BT e e e e i
as 1t did end then cutgrowing Judaimm,should neverthsless bs dominmated by an
empty |h.011 1ike the religiocus guilds? For these latter wers pitiable makeshifts
even when compared to the temporary and amtiguated Ojd Covemairt.Dr. Barnsok al-
so distinguishes between Episcopos and Freabyteros.Assording to him,the latter
forned a court of arbiters,having charge of the morals and discipline of 'I:ho:l.r
fellows while the Episcopl and deacoms had the administrative functions in thelr
charge,i,e.the reception and distritmtion of the offerings and the worship of the
congregation.Against the stand taken by the very lesrned Doctor we will array
some conolusions of Prof. Loofs:

- He maintaine that both Hatoch and Harnack are unsuccessful in their at-
tempt to associate the Episcopos of the Church with the financial official of the
fraternities or with civil officers.Hs states that the title "Episcopos" is no
more an office than Poimen or Hegoumenos and on Pg.268 he says;"Episkopos ist
eline Mkbionshleim und ins endende zwelte Jahrlundert hinein ghhen die
Spuren davon dasz man ein Fewusstsein davon hat,dasz Eplskopos weniger Amtsnalme
als Amtsbeschreibung ist".And in conolusion we shall submit evidence whioch will
Torce us to take this view also: .
Presbyters are called Episcopl,or H.lb1;| Acts 20,17.28.After telling Tim-
othy to appoint presbyters Paul emmerates the qualifications of a bishop and
therefore we must idexntify the two :I.n this case.The desoription of their duties
Acts 20,28 makes the tern Shepherd vtyl.pproprhto Eph 4,11.And this term p.llm_l.-
is the one commonly used in the oongregation as we see from 1 Peb 5,1-5&: this
Epistle was written to strangers thruout Pontus,Calatis,Cappadocis,Asia end Bith-
ynia and reminds them that their Elders are to'feed the flock'.¥e also ses elders
at the conference Aots 15,6 and with James 21,18.Is it not comtrary to expsrience
to entrust a mission liks this to a subordimatetFurthermore,the First Eplstle
o Clement identifies them at Rome;the Peshitto Version oonsistently translates
Episcopos with Elder, and Jerome,Comm.on Titus 1,17 identifies them.In general
we see that the qualifications of bishops and presbyters are the same especially
in the Pastoral thqr-l.u;hbrocb thinks they were called Episcopl emclusively
in the Gentile congregations where the pecple wers acquainted with the
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presiding official of the politioal and religious olubs of the day.As for the
term Presbyter,that seems to be an outgrowth of Jewlsh ussge(antecedent probabili-
ty) even tho the Gentile world had its aged and experienced men form its councils.
The party holding to the divinely instituted order of bilshops will of
course separate the ;bilbp from the presbyter long before that desvelopement took
place,.They will bolster thelr cause,as thoy imagine,by citing the Omph.l of
James at Jerusalem.Timothy at Ephesus,Titus at.Crete and the Angels of the Seven
Churches. But James became the leader because of his life lmli-.hn nearness to the
Lord. The latter would carry a tremendous influence smong Easterners tut that is
still a far ory from an eplscopal office.0f couii§e,later times might see f£it to
use his case as an example but as long as thelr 1s no evidence for thes existence
of en office in this case it must remain as we have stated.The cases of Timothy
and Titus are also different.They did new work and therefore the Apostle ordain-
od them rather than the congregation which they served;that congregation was ybt
to come into being;besides this we will point ocut that Titus was not comnected
with any ocity and so hias case wlll furnlsh very little proof for an eplscopal ar-
rangonent.These two were Apostolic Vicars sent on special missions,the Epistles
to them arepalling thom from their work 2 Tim 4,8;Titus 3,12 and there is no evi-
dence of a return.The reference to the Angels of the Churches proves very little
for they can be taken as merey personifications of the Churches rather than as
bishops.Or,if the 1itteral interpretation seems preferable,it becomes amother
point for dating the Apocalypse shortly before the close of the First Century
for alroady then did the tendency to Episcopacy assert itself.And so we think
Lindsay is right when he says,Pg 163:"...befors the olose of the First Century
bodies of presbyters existed as ruling colleges in the Ohritian congregations
over a great part of the Roman Empire.The Epistle of Olemsnt proves this for the
Roman church; 1 Peter proves it for m-.‘fautu.e.mou.uu and Bithynis
while Revelation proves it for Ephesus,®ergsmos,Smyrns,Thyatire,Serdis,Philsdel-
phia and lacdiceéa and Acts,of course,for Jerusalem".
The work of these Elders consisted in governing and teaching.According
40 1 Mm, 5,17 some did not Jold the office as teachsra tut the same passage
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shows that teaching was a part of their ministry.All the commnications between
the various clurches took place thru them Aots 11,30;15,2.4.6;21,18. hay were

the M,nisters of the Yord in the true sense for they taught,exhorted and admon-
ished 2 Tim.1,11;2,2;Titus 1,5.7.9 and Hebr.13,14.°heirs is a unigue office for
it is not to be handled by all 1 Tim 3,1 tut by capable men who are able to
teach others also 2 Tim,.2,2;they are to serve their own floeck Acts 20,28;1 Pet.
5,2 ond Titus 1,6 and thhér flock is to support them.Usspite the faot that Paml
prasticed a trade as a means of livelihood he wished his case to be o-onli.dnd
exceptional and have the ministers in all other cases be supported by their hear-
ors 1 Cor 9,14;1 Tim 5,17,18,This office is also permansnt for we see that thise
officers were oconsidered necessary in a congregation.And if the Church is to en-
dure for all time then this office i.l'boh:l'ound.!i'orm!.loﬂulfdlwﬂtto
allow the Frophetic Mjnistry to die out and while there is no divine command to

appoint demcons,as a distinot order,our evidence shows that the presbyteral office
is diviro in origin and essential to the life of the Clmrch,Put while it is trus
that the authority of the presbyter or bisghop exists by virtue of the suthority
vested in the body which he represents,we cannot hold that the congregation creat-
ed this office. It was instituted by the inspired Apostles as a means of spread-
ing tho Gospel and it must remain that.Even if a congregation vests somes of its
suthority in a committee or & representative other than this officer,as 1t has a
perfect right to do,the powers and priveleges distinctive of both pastor and floock
should not be confused nor permanently l.‘l_:-ogntod..lnd vhere ths Clurch bas created
an office which has assumed some of the functions of the presbyter,it is a flag-
rant violation of Apostolic precept and example.Becanse of some failing in the
mind of man 1t seems very diffiocult for them to conceive off a spiritual leader

in other than a sacerdotsl role on the one hand,and on the other,as & simple tem-
porary and representative function.The office of the pl.l'har is midwayjand the basis
of this misunderstanding is the lack of a true perception of the Gospel.The Clrist-
ian pastorate is as unigque a position as ths. Work and Tord ccr'nuulho founded it.
As there is no snalogy in HElistory to the Work of Christ,so there is no analogy to
the men in charge of those who rely on this Work. Bufin striving to give the
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ministry its due,it may seem as if we are depriving the laymen of some of their

> m".h”'.

War’;;  Among ‘the ;::--n of the Word thers existed a remarimble state of eg
quality for they hed the most moving of common intersits.They have the dlstinotive
1liberty of th.,lgl-lildrln of God,ench and every one of them priests in their om
right 1 Pet.2,9.As Guericke puts 1t:"That which 'Hlor!"rlolthood before Christ had
only typified and prefigured was now acoomplished for alljand the duty of e
1y realizing it by the oblation of his own heart becams the priestly dnty of
each individual Christien".(Trans.by Jacchs). For this reason the Church doo.-_ g
not consist of a union of clergy and laity but is one group with the pruin:gin
things are yours".Since every organization essentially requires order,the n!.ni.-t:w
was closen by the Apostles as the means for securing this.On this point we differ
with many others:The arrangement of the ministry and the Church,the relation of
the bishop to his flook is Apostolicjthe office itself,comparatively speaking,is
of no account of itself;were there no congregation,there would be no office left.
To say that the office in itself has the inherent power of imparting a character
to whomsoover it is given is contrary to the Ne w Testament.There is no act which
the laity could not perform for even up to Jerome's time the laymen soculd bap=-
tize.Jeroms,Ad Inciferiancs:"...ius baptizandijquod frequenter,si tamen necessi-
tas coglt,scimis etiam lalcis licore:"
One point in which the later Church erred grisvously is that relating

to the election of officers.The early ohurch bed this right and it is still the
right of the congregation alone Acts 6,1315,22.From Clement's First Epistle to
the Corirthians Mo see that he recognized this right for he appeals to the odngre-
gation to restore a presbyter whom they had deposed,not besosuse they did not have
this right,ut beosuse of the injustice of the case itself.The fact thet we have
no mention of a congregationmal vote in appointing Timothy to npho-il and Titus
to Crete is most prohlg:l.ydu- to the fact that these Believers were not organized
as yot and in those oases it was cn;tomry for the Apostles to appoint someone.

" The congregation is also judge in the matter of dootrine and practice.

When Peter preached to the Gentiles he was asked to explain his action to the
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to the congregation st Jertsalem which he did Aots 11,1-4 and in the same Wy
the congregation decided the question regarding the )y oircimoision of the heath-
en.In Gal 2,1 we ses Paul,the other Great Apostle,sutmitting his came to the
hntb?gn at Jerusalem.As Jacobs pointa out,the Epistles to the Galatians and Rom-
ans,altho full of dootrine are given to laymen. Those in Galatia are to stand ¢
fast in their liberty,those in Thessalonloa are to prove all things and to hold
that which is good,according to 'Iaho:l.r- ideas, b th*hinnt statement is mads by
John 1 Epistle 4,1:"Bsloved,believe not every spirit ut try the spirits whether
they are of God".The warnings of the Apostles against false dootrine also indi-
oates that they wished the congregation to test the dooctrines.But perhaps the yf
strongest proff for our point is that of Acts 15 where we are forced to assume
that the laity took part in the discussion on circumcision.It iz to be noted that
inspired Apostles are present here and yet the lalty has a volce.,If the people
wore not to take part in the discussion,why did not the Apostles,as infallible
teachers,simply decide the question and let 1t go at thattBut there is yst ancth-
or point that must be brought out.

Today Lhe part that the congregation ought to play in church disoipline
is neglected entirely too :l.'roqumtl;;lnd by many of ths more conserwvative chursh
bodies at that.In 1 Thess.4,14.,15 some gensral rules are laid down as warning the
unruly,comforting the feeble-minded and supporting the weak.All this shows a love
for the meighbor that could only spring from the Gospel.The three stages of dis-
cipline mentioned by the Iérd. Eatth 18 elso obtain here.’he first stage is admoni-
tion and this is the dgty of everyone.It must always be done however in a spirit
of love and goodwlill otherwise this most rare of all priveleges will gegenerate
into an outlet for the meanness of the ignérant and impicus.The second stage is
the btreak in friendly relations tut still considering the erring one as a member
.o:r the congregation.On this point we find Apostolic council to this sffect:"lark
them whioch cause divisions among you and avoid them"or "withdraw from every brohh-
or that walketh disorderly"and the purpose is also given:"if any man obey not the
Apostles' word,to note that msn and to have no company with him that he may be
ashamed".tere again we see that the entire spirit is one of assisting live for
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_the purposs is o bring the erring one o realiation of his fault. And the last
stage is the complete severance of all relations with the Church,"Let him be un-
to thee as an heathen man and a publican".Cf 1 Cor.5,4. Bab in ocase he should re-
pent the erring brother is to be reinstated immediately 2 Cor 2,8 and neither in
this place,nor anywhers else is there a suggestion of penance nor anything like
it. The congregation was the trilumal 1 Cor. 5,135 and not even the Apostles over-
rode thelr rights 1 Cor 5,3-6. Vhile the Clmrch is beally made up of only those
that believe,the actions of a man are the only indications of his falth,and ac-
cording to these is he to be judged.Altho the manifest and unrepentant sinner is .
to be cast out Titus 3,10;1 Cor 5,13,yet,to call in the Civil Arm to mete out
punishment is as great a wrong,1f not greater,as to allow such a one the benefits
of the Church.Excommunication 1s to be the last resort in uhclli.ug a man his sin
2 Thess,.3,8,14 and if he does not repent then the Church has done its duty.And
altho tho Church has the authority to withhold forgivensss,where is tho authori-
ty granted to meteo out punishment?For there surely is a distinotion that aughﬁ:o
bs observed. |
Another province of the congregation was that of charity work.To a
world which considered mercy a desploable wealmess the love of oro's fellow-
man decording to the Tord of Christ came as cool water on a fevered trow.The Gos-
pol was preached to ths masses,but the masses were poor.The admonktions to the
rich are rare in the llew Tostament cnd yet there are some as 1 Tim 6,17.18 showa.
The rapld growth of the congregation et Jerusalem ocarried with it some dire con-
sequences for meny of the new converts,who,being Jews,were even then in danger
of losing their inheritance and friends.And if this happensd how were théy to
gain a 1ivelihood?If thess identlocal conditions did not prevall in all the olurch-
es,there were similar conditions and so beneficence becames a very lmportant part
of the Clmrch's functions.And those who were able to give did so Acts 4,34.36;
yeos,obeon the rank and file gave tltho -un; were very poor 2 Cor 8,123;9,10. Ve al-
50 see that the whole Church supported the btrethern st Jerusalem Acts 11,20;
1 Cor. 16,1 and 2 Cor 8,1-3 which some take to bs three separate collections.Ang
80 it was customary from the earliest times to make contributions for the cars
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of the poor and needy 1 Cor.16,1.2 whioch the deagons then administered 1 Tim,
3,8-13.In the ee¥ly church benefiocsnce was & sign of real spiritual 1ife and it
is to be regretted that the wealthy of our day smee no other obligation on this
respeot than that of any other soeclal fumction.

Thus we ses that in the elotion of officers,in doctrine,in disscipline
and in doing good works the ocongregation is the one and only. factor.Any devia-
tion from this practice las a misinterpretation or defimnce of Apostolic example
and any change in any of these factors oan be churacterized as losing the liberby
with vwhich Christ has invested us.But we must again hark back to the officers.If
the laity has all these priveleges,by 'lhl.'li act or om is ono of thelr mm-
ber to be sst apart as an officer? F

' The Roman Church has a ceremony of ordination which for all time dis-
tinzuldchea the person ordained from the rest of the body by granting him the so-
called "Character Indelibilis".The Hew Testamsnt also has its ceremony and we Jf
shall ses how that differs from the Saorament mentioned in the foregoing sen-
tenco,First of all,there are no rules laid dowm for it.In the case of Paul and
Barnabes Actso 13 it was done with fasting,prayer and laying on of hands.From
this cass we noall:oo that others bessides the Apostles had this privelege of grant-
ordination.Before we go any farther we will say that ordination does not grant
any speclal puwora/‘h:t it does greant scclasiastiocal authority.lindsay offers con-
clusive proof that the word 'ordaintin the New Testament merely msans to convey
authority for whatever special fimection ot duty a person ia ulont-q..!‘nrhhemro,
there 1s no evidence that the mere laying on of hands conferred special gifts.
The ocase of Simon Acts 8 seems tb:econdnnl.ng evidence that such was not the oase,
And if the oase in 1 Tipy. 4,14 seems contrary to this we must remember that this
was given ﬂml:h;y by express divine direction and not by laying on of hands,but
with,together with the laying on of hands.When Paul tells Timothy'to lay bands
suddenly on no man' it is evident tbat the person to be ordained cannot bs chossn
at random,he must possess certain qualifications that fit him for the office.Com-
sidered as divine gifts,thess qualifiocations are the thing that gives a person
power But ordination itself merely confers suthority.The ceremony was performed
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publicly by the ministers in the neme of the lord and was by no means & rite to
Holy Orders for thére were none.But Of, Hatoh,s.v.Ordinstion Pg. 122.

fuwwwy!  Ag m recapitulation for the Aposbtolio Era we will take a oomprehensive

view of the developgment in the organisation.lindsay lists several Zfactors,that,
without a doubt,left an impression on the young and pliable Clmrch.First are the
Seven 'deacons” of Acts 6.Seven were supposedly ohosen due to the custom in the
Jewish toms of having their ruling body consist of seven elderly men.The select-
ion of elders,icts 11,1s both Jewlsh end Gentile custom since 1% is a universal
practice to have the aged and experienced wield suthority.’he next step is the
position of leadsrship held by James in Jerusalem.Busebius II,1,2.3;III,11,1,2.
Yany take this as an Oriental influence acoording to which succession to an of=
fice is controlled by the custom of having the next male descendant succeed to

an orﬂea.f‘ha many duties that had 40 be taken care of in a ocongregation would
produce the men able to take care of them due to some special gift.Thess needs
ran all the way from belng petron as Fhoebe seems to have been Rom .16,1,to of=
foring one's hone for services as De Eogal has shown it to have takem place.The
roligious olubs,such a large factor in Hatoh's ltudy.;l:ld undoubtedly exert some
influence in the developement of the organization of the Church tut the new moral
force would always remain supreme.The Synagogue also exerted an influence espec-
ially in regard to the officers and thelr functions.7hlle the Synagogue and the
religiocus club had points in common,the Clurch has points comaon to both.But why
waste time disputing on which organization exerted the most influence?.The point
is that no matter mt organization the new convert had been asquainted with,
whether the guild ?! the Synagogue,his previous training would ensble him to use
the r'.l;hbs and priveleges granted him as a member of the Church.lindsay states
that if the ohurohes at Corihith and Rome do not seem to be properly orgsuized,
since officers are ignored,it shows that the congregation could exist without ¥
the ministry and oou:l.d oarry out all its functions.But as we have shovn above,
s.v.Presyyter,a on;_rmuon without a ministry can exist bkt it olamt ocarry out
all its functions or fulfill all its dutlies.And in view of the emphasis laid on
the officers in Soripture,especially Paulss instrucstions to Timothy regarding the
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the men to be seleoted,is it not more reasonable to assmme that thers were offi-
oors there?

Such 1s the ploture of the Clurch while guided by the unerring hand of
the Apostles.lLet us keep that ploture in mind as we watoh the organization
pass thru the trials and troubles of the next -zso years or more.

(o 17 THE POST-APOSTOLIC AGE,

In our study of this age we beg lsave to sutmit

our evidence under the suthor rather than in sn arrangement 1ike that in the fore-
going part. We shall restriet ourselves to those points in which our suthors show
striking differences eithsr with their predecessors or sucoessors.lhs first one
to be considered is Clement of Rome(92 or 101 to—-1) . b A4l .

- Cloment,in his Epistle to the Corinthians,makes no provision for m%o
of bishop.Tthen we speak of 'bishops! in this part of our treatise we shall endeav-

or to restriot ourselves to the conception which the term implies today.From this
lettor we infer that the elders are the highest authority in the congregation
ind the Bbops he Epéaks, G 42,44 are meraly hespirecy ebairmen'of Ahe meeshaie
2l board.Cf.lLightfoot.Zhe deacons act as enquirers and sccusers and form a oourt
together with the pru'bybern.ine agein there is very little difference between
the deacon and the presbyter. The lalty elected the officers for we read of "men
ordained with the common consent and approbation of the while congregation"iThe
main point of the letter,to restore a deposed presbyter,shows that the laity had
the right to depose their officers at this time,0ur next authority is a trifle
different.

?4uiZies  pishop Iightfoot associates this name with two others as leaders in the
developement of the Episcopacy.We shall discuss the others later. And the worthy
Blglop is justified in this as we shall try to show.Ignatius oalls himselfind is
called a bishop,he writes to a bishop,Folyearp of Smyrna and mentlons thres or-—
ders of the ministry.To him the bhshop is the visible center of unity in mﬁ:n-
gregation and to be valued as & security for discipline and harmony./is makss these
olaims in no uncertain terms,i.E: Eph.8. "...olearly,thersfore, we ought to re-

gard the hishop as the Lord Himself";and agein,Smyrn.9:"...He that dosth anybhing




LYCARP:

=26-

without thd kmowledge of the bishop serveth the devil".According to the Epistle
to the.liagnesians 6,1 the presbyters are the counsil of the bishop like the Iord
and His Apostles.And in this way the bishop came to be m-i.d_u-d the represenka-
tive of the Lord.ind if Ignatius himself did not mean just that,his readers of a
later day were surely Justified in assuming that he meant something very much
1ike 1t,ind altho it mst he remembered that Ignatius wrojs merely as one Christ-
ian to another,and that a bishop's influence at that time did not extend beyond
his own perish,still the words of Ignatius bore their fruit whether they were
nldntMud or not.One point worthy of mention is that Ignatius mentions mo
Apostolic precept that will bolster hiks own episcopal claims despite the fact
that his age was not far removed from that of the Apostles.Tiould it not be Justi-
fiable in this caso to assume that he did not know of any shoh ordinance?Our next
suthor is again different.

‘ From Polyocarp's Epistle to the Fhilippisns 8 we infer that there were
no bishops at that time for he mentions only two orders,presbyters and deacons.
Tho presbyters had supreme authority in the administration of affairs;they viskt-
ed ths slok,provided for the poor,brought back simnmers and Judged sins.’he deas-
ons were aleso part of a board with the presbyters.Polycarp's Letter is meager in
detail but our next authority is correspondingly rich.

1 Due to 1ts age,the Didache mist remain &he basis source for a study of this
period.And the striking part of this review 1I.th.l‘b despite the fact that there
had besn an influence like that of Igmatius?,the Didache reveals a state remark-
ably 1ike that of the Apostolic Ags.And sltho it speaks of the fore-runners of
the later blahops,XIV,1,it still memticns members of tbe Piphetic Ministry,Proph-
sts and Teachers.And XV,1 shows presbyters and deacons performing the functlons
of the last-mentionsd worthies.Even at this esrly tims we see that only members
were admitted to the Eucheristio Service,XIV,1,excluding also all those at vari-
ance with their neighbors.The oongregetion is still the controling body;they awe
to test the Prophets and the rules regarding baptim,fasting and prayer are giv=
en the peopls rather than to an offiocer.They,the people,are also to support the
Prophetic Ministry,XIII,3.And altho the Prophsta were still in existence,the
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ocongregation was to elect bishops and deacons "for they too render you the ser-
vice of Frophets and Teachers"XIV,1.25XV,1.2. Nor does the Didache display any
appreciable differsnces in the work of the presbyters and descons.The Didachs is
the greatest proof against those that hold that the early organization was a mab-
ter of indifference,or that it depended on the looal circunstances to develope
1t and shows thet immediately after the Apostles' cessation of labors,the re- :
qhired organization was there in all its fulness.As this source ia accepted by
all historians ofs note as primary evidence,ws will mention sn suthor who has not
besn as fortunate.

ASTOR HERMAS: Due to the vagueneas Pastor Hermaa' wrltings,or rather,thes writings

that go by that name,he will serve our purpose in a small way only for he is not
considered a primary sourde on this subject.ind yet,we infer from him that he
knew of but two orders,presbyters and deasons.The Prophetic Ministry is also al-
luded to in the warnings,given in the lNsndate,against false Prophets.

Paplan 1s another of that type of writer whose efforts have largely
been discoredited by later ages.But we shall state the case as he puts 1t:He be=
ocomss & champion of the episcopacy at least in proconsular Asia, which,according
to his story,was assignod to Jolm.But this evidence again,is dspendent on the

n
report %mn'bi.u-,III,s where we find the tradition that the Apostles,at the
SHmeon
Counclil which elected e;upu the successor of James also assigned Asia to J8m,

-'"__..'

Te aréd forced to ask:Why is not such & momentous decision mentioned in Swi;-'hu:o!

I |
Szatlh,

Furthermore,it seems that the tendency or the desire to see the work of the Clmr
ocarried on as a highly organized movement is the product of a) later age.The age
that produced this tradition was one which was first of all interested in organi-
sation; ln:-!‘toh:i'.u say just how much walue an example like this from the A;f:thl
» :
thenselven? the wish was father to the thought and nsosssity was the
mother of invention.If the Apostles stressed anything as being of no ascount it
was the person by whom they had received the Word,the Word itself was the only
essential;then again,these men were led by the Spirit directly,nhat need 'nf‘u thers

of their deciding on a plan of action?
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We must also consider the remarks of Eussbius IT,1.23;IV,22 where he states thmt
Symeon was followed by thirteen other blshops in less than 30 years.As lightfoot
points out,this could be possible only if these bishops were merely temporary
chairmsn. Seen in this light,what value has either Papias or Eusehiuas as #ﬂtl
of an Apostolioally instituted Episcopacy?

But while we ars discussing Eusebius we might mention the fact that by
190 we have the bishops Thedphilus of Caesarsa,Sassius of Tyre,Clarus of Ptole=-
mals and Narcissus of Jerusalem oombining to produse an ensysliocal letter,V,26.
He also states that Pothinus was the first bishop of Gaul before 178.0ur immedi-
ate point,however,is t'e period snding about 150 and we must add the testimony
of Justin Martyr to complete our evidenmsce.

} :
istin lartyr: Perhaps the most distinctive feature of Justins contribution is the ex=

act definition of the functions of both presbyters and desconsgnow they are ﬂ dis=-

tinguichable.The former were the ministers of the Vord in the strioct semse of the
term,preaching,exhorting publicly and privately,administering the sacraments eto.
The deszsons were thelr assistants,distributing the elemsnts of the Eucharist,
caring for the poor,sick and other dependents.A question arising out of mlﬂn.'l
writings is this:What position did his Proestos(e) hold? Was he a rosuhrly':%i;cb-
ed official, filling a distinet office,or was he merely a temporary chairman,one
"of many presbyters,performing individual functions simply becsuse the naturs of
the funotions demanded an individuslf In view of the fact that .ré-g::'r)my

3 two orders of the ministry otherwise, and that the only place thia ?rul‘laol(o) 3
oscuples is the leadsr in the Bucharistioc Servics,whsrs sn indiviinel is required,
we are forced to sdopt an dnterpretation midway between the two extremes mention-
ed before:This Proestos(e) is merely one of the presbyters and mot a highsr offi-
olal performing one of his distinoctive :I'u.mti.m..'l'ulhi.n has also been made an ex-
ponent of sacerdotalism but this is contrary to the evidence. For altho he does
speak of eucharistic offerings and saoerdotal functions Apol.I,13,85.688.87;Dial.
o: Trypho 28.29;41.110.11;7,!:. speaks of these as functions of the whole Church

ki
not as priveleges of the Clergy exclusively.In the Dial.s.Irypho he says,1168,117:
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"So we,who thru the name of Jesus have belisved as one man in God...are the
true Bhgh-Priestly race of God,as God n‘l_"u-ir beareth witness saying that ‘In bvery
place among the heathen are men offering sacrifices well-pleasing unto Him and
pure.(Mal.1l,11)".Justin also gives us a fairly complete picture of the services
in his tlm.!h;. were held in "worship rooms",either private or rented,and 'l:hn
whole @mmﬂm attended at the same time.Apol.I,85.87.Thus there is as yet
no trace of the two part service hmhtoruthol!iuuﬂdnﬂnmdtblﬂ.ln
Cateomenorum.He mentions the voluntary contributions made every Sunday,Apol.I,
88.The ﬁ:;-ﬂoe itself consisted of a reading from the Gospels or the Prophets
which was followed by the sermon;the congregation them rose for prayers in uni-
son with the presiding officer amd those which he prayed alome,all prayers,how-
ever being clossd by the congregation's audible Amen,.Then the collection was tak-
en up and the Eucherist celebrated.The presiding officer repeated the Tords of
Institution and the elementsjrere then distributed Ly the descons even bringing
then to thone not present,Apol.T,18.87.And so we might ssy that Justin also Holda
to the organization and worship of Apostolic times,-=-==-==xThis evidence will
take us up to 150 A.D., at least.Now,vhat was the tendency immediately after Jus-
tin'a day? Altho the evidence is meager in some points and confusing in others,
thore is ons source from which we can gather enough detalls to -pln a general
iden of the developement.These detalls are found in the Original Sources of the -
Apoatoll.c canonl(ct Harnack: Texte u. Untersuchungen II,2).

urces o:l' Apo-tol:lo Cenons:

The latest oritical studies show that the compiler of thess Canons
used four sources;The Epistle of Barnabas,the Didache and two fragauents from an
ancient ecolesiastiocal lawbook.ind these :I.':_'lguulil canstitute the first of the
original sources.The valus of tkia evidence,altho it is mot as desisive or as de-
finitely placed as we would like to have 1t,lies in this that it does glve ua an
indication,at least,of the life in the Church from 140 to 180(c) Of.Earnack. We
notice,first of all,that the names,pastor and bishop,sre synonymous and thnt_d-éfﬂ..
officer was elected by the congregation.A nelghboring congregation ocan send re-
presentatives to help another elect thdr-pltor.m qualifications for -u;-g_.



pffice are given,both the desireabls and the essential,and are of such a nature
that this offics could be filled by men naturally incapable of handling the posi-

. tlon of biskop as it 1s seen some years lster.And without a doubt it was handled

by such men at the time of our Sources for provision is mede for an unletterd
behop as we shall see later.Herefy! again we habe an individual set apart be-
cause of the expedienoy of having an individual,rabher than a group,perforn cer-
taln finctions and not because a certain office with specisl suthority and pow=
ers had to be filled to complete the organization.Besides this office the congre-
gation is to elect at least two presbyters who are to have charge of disoipline,
including the eonduet of the pastor.Three deacons,at least,are to be there to
ninigter to the pecple in their homes.Our Sources also speak of a ministry of wom-

enjthree are to be appointed and called Tidows,one of them to tend the slok,the
other two,to persevere in prayer for all who are in temptation and also for spec-
ial reveletions when thesc ere necessary.lindsay sess in them the remmants of the
Prophetio Mjnistry tut whatever they were,ths later Glmrch has not preserved the
office in that form.A Reader was also to be appointed who was to fill the place

of cn Evangelist and had to be able to expound Soripture.This is the provision
for an unlettered bishop.And so these Sources agree with the majority of the Fath~-
erz in making the hoard of PresbLyters the supreme suthority and the bishop their
representative ,and thru them,the o;mgrapt:l.m'l.

It will bte noticed,no doubt,that our last two authoritlies,Busebius
and these Camons,echow signs of developement away from the Apostoliec Idu:l.!otwthn
consistency with ﬂhioh the foundation of the Apostles is maintained in the F‘.’tﬁl‘rl
ia & volce that must be heard.Till we reject the evidence of four or five contem-
porardes because Ignatius gisagrees with them? Under the circumstances,with no
written sules of organization and such strange elements entering the Cluroh,it
is’ surprising to f£ind the unagfinimity we do.And according to the evidence submit-
ted,the Apostolic Ideal was maintained up to the time of Justin lartyr by the
ma jority of the clmrches but after that its purity wes impaired to & greater or
lesser degree,from that of the Sources to the scheming arrogance of Oypeiam of
Carthage.The point that is of primary inmberest to us in studying this sge 17 %are
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by Lindsay,Pg.196:"There is not a trace of sscerdotalimm in the aende that the
Chr§$tian ministry is & speclal priesthood set apart to offer special ssorifices.
The ruling body has the bishop as chairman surrcunded by eldersjome is helpless
-n-.l.tlnu"l: the other."Coming at the begimning of the Second Century,Ignatius is the
champion of "the mystery of iniquity" that already worked in the ‘pl‘lﬁl".l day;
now,however,it is no longer a mystery bit the most powerful influence in tb%.
From Ignatius onmward,teke whatever Century we will,we -l-.:l.i. f£ind this tendency
ever growing stronger and more pronocunced,ever arrogating certain pu;rl to t‘ﬁ:—o-
il class,by depriving the rightful lsgatees of thelr inheritance.One Century was
worse than the next,there was no let-up so that mere lhman anmbition will not ex-
plain this never resting urge or motive forcezand that can only be seen in its
true light by identifying it with 2 Thess.2,7-D.And even to our own day this mys-.
tery has worked,ond vken we shudder at the thought that the devil himself should
tako over the helm off the Church we must neverthelsss ablds by the word of the
Apogtleo for he also offers us the only comfort available in the words:"...only
he vho now letteth will let,until ho is taken out of the way."But the germs loc-ﬂ'-d
by Ignetius cousod & condition from which it is still a fer ory to the perfected :
Kingdom of Anti-Chrict.But its growth was just starting and in the next 176 years
it was to burst into full blcom for all the fundamental erroras of Rome were to
find their beginning in this period.Let us now devote a few words to this last
stage in the developement of the organization of the Church.

LATER Mms up to 325 A.D.

One of the most fundsmental chsnges in
this periocd is that the Frophetic Minigtry loses sll preeminencejdus to the needs
ariding from the developement in the organization the regulsr officers becsme the
supreme suthority.Thease needs changed the temor of Church Polity entirely so that
the presbysér and blshop,once illenticsl,becsme something embirely differemt.Ac-
cording to the Olementines and the Apostolic Sonstitutions the bishop is in the
place of Chriit,the presbyters,in that of the Apostles.
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In discussing the tendency to Episcopacy,historians sre fairly well-sgreed
that it was only a utur;l growth.A group of preshbyters would give occasion for
disharmony and so0 it was desireable to bave a single authority in their chairman.
And from this temporary ohairmsn it was tut a step to & position of permanent
authority.Quarrels with the Jews,the State and Heretics somtributed in this deved
lopement by bringing up points that had to be decided by an individual.Pg.81
Jacobs says:"And tllm establishment of ‘the eplscopacy saved the Church whatever
aluses were wrought later by perverting the system."But we shall ses/ that,far
from saving the Clurch,the Church had to struggle along as best it might despite
the obstacles raised Ly this system.

Another fundamental change that affected the organisstion of the Church
cere with the change of the ministry to a mediating priesthood.Harnack has sum-
parized the contributing causes very nieely,Didachs II:"The sacerdotal oharaster
wvas aseribed to the clergy by an inoreasing solemmity of the service,a oompre-
hengive adoption of heathen worship,of the Temple-service and its priesthood amd
asoribing magioal powers to priestly acts;by granting everything of ancient dig-
nity and rule to the priestly order and by elther extinguishing or relegating the
Charieratic Kinistry to the baokground."But we sre anticipating;let us comsider
the developement of the individual officers in detail.

(it ¢%: Book II,28 of the Apost. Constitutions states that only a bishop may
ordain presbyters and deacons.This is rather odd and becomes more so if we grant
the Constitutions a date at the begimning of the Second Century rather than at
the end for Jerome still says,Comm. on Titus 1:%.. ita episoopl moverint se magis
conmmetudine ,quam dispositionis dominicas,veritate,presbyteris esse majores".

And Lightfoot,Bp.to Phil. pg.231,refers to a deoree of the Couneil of Ancyrs in
314 to the effect that nelther 'Iahp country-bishops nod the presbyters were to
gasnt ordination without the permission of the dlocessm bishop in writing.The
point seens fairly well taken by Lightfoot that now even eplscopal ordirmation
was disregarded and only episcopal sanction was reverenced.lt also shows tlat the
oity-bishops developed first and assumed authority over their testhern in the

_oountry.Yet Butyohius,Patriarch of Alexandria 876(c) in the "Origenes Ecclesias
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Alexandrinae" translsted from the Arabloc by Selden,reports that as late as 325

ths bishop at Alexandria was chosen from and by the customary twelve preshytera

who then ordained him by the laylng on of hends.This evidencs,by 1ts very con-
£1icting nature,shows that the organizstion was bound to develope along the ideas
laid down by certain strong individuals.With the rise of the Gnostic Heresy,the
Church found itself forced to f£ind a visible sourcs of correct dootrine and found
it by stressing its "suthentic teachers"i,e:the descendants or successors of Apost-
olically trained men.lindsay,pg.270,has the following remerk 'bo make:"The sucoes-
slon of the officebearers in the ohurches was the guarantbe for the correctness of
the tradition suggested by Iremasus,urged by Tertullian and apparently accepted

by all vwho weore neither Gnostiocs nor Larcionites,nor any of the smaller aeparate
bodies of the Chrsitians."And the axe that Tertullian had to grind shows a fine
edge in his "De Fraesorp.laer.20."They then(the Apostles)founded chursches in svery
clty,from which all the other churches,one after ancther,derived the tradition of
the faith and the seeds of dootrine and are every day deriving them that they may
becore churches.Indeed,it is on this ascount only that they will be able to ao-
count themeelvos Apostolic,as being the offspring of Apostolic clmrches...Thers-
fore tho churches,altho they are so many and so great,comprise tut the one primi-
tive church founded by the Apostles from which they all spring.In this way,all
are primitive and all are Apostolie,whilst they are all proved to be one in unity
by their salutation of peace and title of brothkerhood and bonds of hospitalitys...
rights which no other rule directs thean the one tradition of the selfssme wltor;'.“
Tertullian's fundsmental mistake,and he is characteristic of the times,was that
he stressed the teacher in place of the teaching.But we cam alter very few facts
of that age by expressing regrets today.As bas been stated the Eontsnist Movement
trought things to & olimax.As some see it,the officers of the liontanists were the
successors of the major officers of the Charimsatis Ninigtry,if we may disting-
uish that way,while the offiwers of ths Catholiec Clurch were the successors of
the -lmr glftagoverments and helps."That view is extreme for the officials of
the Grott Clmrch were also the regularly instituted ministers of the Yord andm'ghth
1d the foundation on which they tuilt their arrogant Tower of Sabel. But since
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the Kontanists were commanded to make their Prophets subservient to the bishops
they left the Clurch.This is the first nobeworthy incident where orthodoxy is re=
cognized by the bishops.

Another contributing factor was the tendency in Rome and Corimth to
relax the pristine disoipline in order to retain members.Calixtus,bishop of Rome
230(c) astonished his world by proolaiming that the clergy,as representatives of
the Churech,could grant pardon for any orime.Fe will not dioouss the dictrinal side
the statement here but the practical effect,under the circumstances,was more than
an abuse.let it found favor despite Tertullian's stigmatising it "a profitable
fickleness",De Pudicitia 2,1.But under the strain and stress in times of persecu-
tion there were many and varied troubles with the lapsi.Some,of course,would deny
their falith,others would make friemds with the police,still others would forge
certificates of exemptidn or would bribe the officials ocutright.On application
for reinstatement each individual case had to be handled by the presbyters as a
board of discipline.But what if the presbyters were aleo scattered?Then an indi-
vidual officer would grant pardon.We see that this was the oustom from the repeat=-
ed commands that the presbyters wers not to act without the consent of the bish~
op in such matters,Clom,Ep.ad Janob.2. Hatch pg.103 says:"The rule(that a preshy-
ter could act alone) was in many eases resisted...tut 1t ultimately becsme so gen-

" eral that the bishops ceme to claim the right of readmitting penitents,nof in

their capecity as presbyters of the community,but as an inherent function of the
eplsoopate."This is in full accorft with Tertullian's contention that if the bish-
ops are the sucocessors of the Apostles in doctrime,then they are also their suc-
oou;:rs in disocipline,De Pudioitia,l,which claim he based on their sucoession to
Peter.The same view is held by Cyprian Ep.3,66 and Firmilisn of Cacsarea from
Cyprian ip.?s.

Quite naturally all the disoiplinary powers granted the bishops were
only the result of their authority in dootrine.That was also done by Irenssus who
oontended that the tsaching of the ohurches founded by the Apostles was to serve
as &he norm of doctrine and that the bishops thus beceme the depositories of the
Apostles dootrine, sPharisms Veritatis being granted them with their ordination.
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Cf Irenaeus IV,26,2.Also in the Clementine Escognitions 3,856 the authority o
teach 1s allowed only the bishop.Jercms took the "Charisme Verltatis" as the bas-
is of his comtemtion that the Bishop was thers primerily to preserve dootrins,
Ep. 146 ad Evang.As it nmu'toulmthro Was & very olear oconception of the
end toward which all these leaders were striving but if such harmony 4id exist it
was more by acoldent and the nature of the subject rather than by an agreement as
to ways and means.

St. Symeon Thessal. in his De Sacris Ordinationitus,8 made the olaim in
this way that the Apostolic Fowers,especially those of hinding and loosing,were
not granted to the Church as such tut to individuals by virtus of their being

successors in an Apostolisally ordsined sequence.On the other hand Tertullian re-
stricted 1t to those who were suswessors of Peter,to mhom the Power of ths Keys
had teen granted personally.Jerome,Ep.4l also held this way of explanation.But
Augugtire was still difforent.In his Catech. Rud.,31 he held that this power had
been granted to the Church.Cn top of All this we find that chﬂ'loltom,ﬂnn_.u on
1 Tin.; Epiphanius,Hseros. 74,4 and Jorome,Ep. 146 ad Evang. all maintain heb She
presbyters and bishops were equal except in this that the bishops had the right
to appoint church officers. Something that will add to the confiision is the de-
oree of the Fourth Councll of Carthage(Stat. Eocles, Antiq.) which statsd that
any judicial motion of the blshop without his presbyters might be declared in-
valid.Quite evidently,then,the developement of the Episcopacy wis not a concert-
od effort.And now,keeping Tertullian's irony,in regard to the titles asmmed by
the Roman bishops,in mind;remembering also that both Olement of Alexandria and
Irenseus considersd the episcopate the same funotion as the presbyterats,only in
b groater mmm consider Cyprian,.
bRTAN: Cyfine  To bim the Blahop is the absolube visegeremt of Chrd8t in things spi-
ritusl.A cultivated,mhd wealthy Roman-Africsn,he was not beptiszed till l_i.d.dll-
mm.mm-hmhmmmporwomumth_-m:m
Persecution disrupt his flook after a short 18 months of being in office.Vhils
pany were faithful in this time of trial,others recanted,bribed the officlals sto.
Once again the Church was confromted with the questlon: What was o be done with
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the lapsi seeking readmission? Since Fabian,Bishop of Rome,hadl remained faith-
ful to the last,his presbyters dscided to act on their own and granted readmig—
slon to those Lapsi in danger of dylng.They also wrote to Carthage asking the
clmrch there to follow this proceedure,which the Carthaginians did. Vhile this
was going on Cyprian had been in hidi.ng):l'or 1t was perfectly plain that he was
too valuable a man to risk a sudden end to such a promising career.BPut when he

learned of this new practice he objected and in no uncertain terms, Ep.IX,1.3;
X,1.Therjfollowed more political and Jesuitical chicanery until Cyprisn had per-
suaded both groups of presbytera that his sanction was required for any action

on thelr part.lis presctical ends,without going into the detalls of the means by
which he accomplished his purpose,wers twofold:First,he denied the right of they
martyrs and confessors to grent the lapsl pardon,desplte the fact t!_nt HANY pres—
byters were martyrs or rather,many martyrs were presbyters;secondly,he insisted
that under all circumstanhces the bishop alone had the right to grant pardon.To
hin the bighop vms not one deriving his authority from the congregation but,ace
cording to an analogy of the Empirse,as the Proconsul was responsible solely and
directly to the Emperor,ao the bishop was responsible only to the lLord. The way
to galn this authority lay only in ordination,Ep.54.But as ChriSt had been in the
rols of priest,so the bishop also was a priest.We quote from his 62 Epistle:"He-
offers a true and perfect ssorifioce in the Churrch to God the Father,when hs pro-
cosds to offer 1t according to what he see Chréft Himself to have offered".mut
the blshop was the representative of cfirist,above all slse,bscauss,Ep.72:"They
only who are sst over the Churoh...can remit sins".He was the first to suggest
that the Euoharist was a repetition of the agony and death on the urou.miaif'ﬁ:y
he trought the attendant evils in also,De Bpere st Elesmosynis:"...s0 that by

- almsgiving wo may .'uh away whatever foulness we may contract."Now we oan ses.
how he went much farther than Irenssus and Tertullian for where they held to a
succession 'by sppointment and succession to tho Apolt:ln',!m held that each gen=-
eration received its apostles in exactly the ssme position as that held by the
Twelve.The logical result of Cyprians line of ‘thought,since he is bent on uniby,
is the Episcopos Eplsacporum svem tho he himself oppossd thet idea sbrongly.
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This review of Cyprian is a fins illustration of how the authority of the bishop
over the people,their succession from the Apostles and a mediating and ssorific-
ing priesthood go hand in hand, We hlvo intentionally devoted a 1ittle more space
to the developemsnt of the bishop since that set the pace and all other develope-
nents were subservient and secondary to that from the pdint of view of this essay.
e bave considered the growth of the Eplscopacy in this section,for a review o‘
oritioclism of, the section below on Apostolic Succession.To complets ths plcture
we must also study the nearest officer to thn_'b:l.nlpp,moly the presbyter.

ESBYTERS: (¢~ "' With the rise of the blshop,the presbyteral offics of couwde became

]
’

separated/from 1t.As our chief source of information we shall use the Canons of
Hippolytus as found by Dr. Achelis:Texto und Untersuchnmgen IV,4(1891) Ve read
that when the congregation had chosen their man as bishop he was ordained either
by a neighboring bishop or a presbyter by tho laying on of hands.It is not stat-
od how the slders are to be chosen but martyrs and confessors are to taken as can-
didates.A martyr's oonfession before a magistrate made him an elder,"his oon-
fossion was his ordination",.Besides thess,all who had the gift of healing were

to be teken,Canon IV,14.165.The Canons make the presbyter the equal of the bishop
in evorything but the right to ordain presbyters and deacons lnd’.,;h' special seat
in the ohurch.'Therefore the presbyters,filled with the splrit of the Apostiles,
are to be an example to tha flock,be powerful in prayer,cars for the siok,tend
to disciplinary matters,and sssist the H.lh':p in publis m-h!.p'.In the servioce
they placed their hands on the offerings while the bishop prayed thanks,stood

on each side of the catechumens while they were being bapbiszed and then introdized
them to the congregation.According to the ninth Canon,visiting the sick,exoroisz-
ing by prayer,caring for the young and administering discipline wers thelr dis-
tinctive functions.lindsay also pointsbut pg 337 that since it bacame customery
for the bishop to oontrol more than one congregation he might appoint & presby-
tor or deacon to do this for him. Harnaok's supposition that the presbyters lost
mohor-bhni.r‘ori.ghl.l Ihmdh;mdhn!nmlyunddlh;muh the
bishop and supporting him is also correct.mut Hatoh's oontention that thn ¥inis-
try of the Word,formerly not a prominent part of the presbyters dutles,now
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attained <this prominence is altogether wrong.If anything,the presbyter lost his
true position beoause of the bishop's usurpation of suthority.But the presbyters

were not the only ones to lose out in the oourse of the epissopal developement.,
s

ot

£irpeen ' The beginning of the Third Century saw the descons as & minor office.
The congregations at Rome confined themselves to aseven and when mores were require
od they instituted the office of sub-deacon.This was sanotioned by the Counocil

of Heo-Caoasren.iscording to the fifth and seventeenth Canons of Hippolybtus,the
duties of the deacon are as follows:He 1s to remember that he is ths serwvamt of
God,the bishop a.nd the presbyter;he has speclal charge of the poor,widows,orphans
and strangers;he is to instrust the oatechumens and report to the bishop when
his charges are ready for baptism.Only in their instructing the newly converted
and young and in their care of the needy do they approach +the original deaconas.
Yet Pellicoia can say pg.28:"At the beglmning of the Church only the deacons dis-
charged the office of Chrasitian ministers?

The Canons also speak of Whdows and Virgins who are to look after
the women as the deacons do the menjthey are independent and responsible to the
bishop only.Her e Pellicocia has a very interesting remark,pg 45:"Desconesses were
considered a Clerical Order,ordained by the episcopal imposition of hands and
not without cleriocal priveleges...but in the Western church the order of
deaconesses )}y was gradually abolished by decrees of councils after the sixth
dentury becsuse of thelr incontinenci and it ceased to be reckoned amonj the
Cleriocal orders." As a Cleriocal Order the arrangement has no basis in the Apost-
olical Clurch but as recognized helpers of the regular ministry we see that these
women were still in existence in the seoond and third Centuries. In this rela-
tion we may also throw in a word or two about the Services.

Souceel  The developshent of Saerdotalism was directly responsible for ereat-
ing the Sanctuary and th e Altar in the Clurch and the arrangement is still
found in the Catholic clmrches today.likewise the unbaptized were to be kept
from the full-fledged menbers and they were relegated to the lower end of the
auditorium.The last stage in this movemsnt was the Lringing in of lattlce 1!m.-k
around the altar making the Eucharist a ssorifioclal act possessing the appeal
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to the senses of the mysteries of Paganimm.And from the time that the Clureh :
had bulldings of its own men were taught that prayers,spoksm within their walls
were especially efficacious and that the Divine Presence dwellt there.After Con-
ctantine's day,clurches wers no longur'li.nply dedicated but consecrated. Tnoense
also made its appearance at this time and while the Apostolies Constitutioms al-
lows the use of lighted lamps at the celetration of the Bucharist,ths Counoil
of Elvira forbade 115.01'0'.!0. also came into prominence,floral decorations eto
and by the Fourth Century we have distinct ILiturgies.Cf Jaocobs s.v.Aluses. The
Canons spenk of two types of Services,the Eucharistic and that of Exhortation,
" The latter consisted of prayers by the olergy,then psalms and hyms were sung by
the congregation,and the Soripture-reading was followed by the Sermon.Evidently
singing was a very important part of the Service for the candidate for Baptism
was asked whether he had sung heartily in the .services,Canon XIX.This service w
was held dn:l.:l.;r at cock-orow and all the clergy,except the bishop,was expested to
be present.lindsay infors that the deacons instructed the catechumens before the
sorvice.The laity who for some good reason could not attend were instructed to
read some part of Soripture,Canon XXVII,1l.The Eucharistic Service was opened
by a Soripture-reading which wms done by Readers who relleved one another since
‘the pecple were still assembling.If the bishop held the sermon it took place
after this reading.He then took his place behind the Table of the Body and Blood
with the presbyters on each side of him and the deacons trought in the slements.
All .thn clergy was in white dress for this service,mhile the biskop and elders
placed their hands on the cup,the former began the responsive prayera which were
followed by & praysr over the Elementa.After ths elements had been passed around
the usual offerings’ were brought forward and were distributed by the bishop.

On this source which we have used,lindsay mskes the following comment,
PE 267:"It is very interesting to cbserve that there is nothing in the Canons
which implies that the Holy Supper has any special and unigue sacrificial oon-
ceptions attached to itjmoch ideas are markedly absent? But this 1s another in-
stance of the ﬂmmouﬂmmmluhldltmttm.ﬁwwthot .
the Episcopacy and the sacerdotal idea were of course the radical ideas of their
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day and so we ocan very well expect to find the thought embodied in these Canons
one that pursues the Golden Middle Way with perhaps even the shade of a bPlas in
regard to the Conservative. If the conditions portrayed in these Canons were the
depths to which the Polity and Practice of the Church had descended there would
be no great cause for alarm,But here also the dootrinal errors,liks the sacerdot-
alism of Tertullian and even of Ignatins,merely required time for assimilation.
And as the practice is merely the result of these dootrines we can well under-
stand why the polity might n.ppeu- sound even while tln dootrine was in a state
of change for the worse.Thus it was here;the doctrinal errors of the one genera-
tlon showed themselves in the noxt.

We have discussed the dmhpfmnb of the organization with special
regard to the Episcopacy.lhe other complememtary factor in this developement was
the growth of sacerdotalisa and we meay well devobe a phragraph to that phase of
the subject hore.

JERDOTALISK: .= By ‘the beginning of the Third Cemtury the ministry had becoms

& mediating and sacrificing priestly casbe.Tertullian,De Bapt.l7 is the first to
call the ministry a priesthood and he is followed by Cyprian as we have shown
above.Later Jerome,Ep.ad Evagriui,made it a priestly Order after the likeness of
the Levitical System.The factors influencing this growth were both pagan and Jew-
ish.The latter asgerted itself because the 0ld Testament was still considered
the Bible and tims the 01d DPispensation with its very important priestly system
constantly before the)y)f eyes of the people; while the pagan came in becsuse,
after oclvil toleration was effected,discipline broke down as indootrination suf-
fered neglect,.While the Apostles did borrow much from the Synagogue,there was
nothing in the Temple-sorvice that would fit the New Dispemsation.Yet a later
age and a different spirit would find the mysterious and awe-inspiring atmos-
phere of the Temple preferable to that which was simple uul.rul as the Apostles
has handed it down. And altho there was nothing like a divinely instituted or-
der of priests,those so0 inclined almost found it by misinterpreting the custom
of laying on of hands.Once the germs of the Character Indelibilis began to grow
the Clergy was as far removed from the Laity as it could be.Another point which
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would make good material for bolstering sacerdotal claims was aborted out of
the Bucharistioc Service.This developement,the sombimation of a priest and his
sacrifiocs,altho it is hopelessly t;ut of harmony with the Gospel, is mevertheless
& good resson against considering the Sacrament & mere representation rather than
allowing ths reaP presence of the Body and Blood.For is it not easier to arrive
at the ldea of a sacrifice fronm the starting point of the Real Presence than fron
a mere representationi¥e must bear in mind that the idea of a priest was there
first,and from that the sacrifice-idea has its beginning in the Clurch.Vhile the
priest-idea 1s essential,the idea of sacrifice is only one of nny inys of per-
forming mediatorial rites.And once the sacerdotal charscter of the ministry gi(
had beon established,a saorifice had to be found for it and it was found in this
Sacrament.%hen Calixtus proclaimed that his elergy had the right to grant pardon
for all sins,it involved umtu.ngwh more than forgiving sins for with the
sacerdotal idoa the priest became the one simmed against;he not ¢y only pro-
claimed pardon,he really forgave sins.And when Cyprian denled the right of the
martyrs and confessors to grant pardon he not only struck the deathblow to the
Prophetio Hinistry but also to the right of each Christian to declare God(s par-
don.Xow it had been established once and for all:The Clergy alone had the road-
mep to Heaven.Cyprian was also responsible for stressing the pagan idea that the
ministry was a special priesthood;that anyone,by virtue of ths powers with which
Ordination invested him,could stand as God towerd his fellowman. Another pagan
iden of his was that the #ucharist was an efficacious sacrifice without regard to
the attitude of the worshippers.¥e call this influence 'pagan'intentionally for
anyobe understending the 014 Testament would realise how weak and ineffective they

oGl

were simply because they were performed by Iuman hands and 20 would not insert an
idea like that into the Eucharist.We are furthermors Justified in calling it pag-
an because essentially it differs from all acts of worship that imply surrender
of self to God and self-denying love.And in this way the ocongregation ceased to
exist as the unit of organisation and the Clergy really became the Chmroh.

Need it be sald that such an exclusive sacerdotal system is directly
contrery to the Gospel?It is mot a contimation of the Aaronic Priesthood,it is
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not commanded or membicned in the New Testament and the Fathers are for the most
part silent about 1t.On this polnt also there ds a wide divergence of opinion
among the champions themselves. Tertullian,De Frassor. Haer. 41,first mentioned
sagerdotal olaims when he referred to his enemies as asoribing sacerdital funstions
to laymen.And altho Origen oalls a minister Sacerdos and Niereus he is not near-
ly so far advanced as Tertulllan for he saw thlis saserdotal chardcter as somes-
thing that existed by virtue of thelr being representatives of the Body of Believ-
ers.But when compared to Cyprian both Tertullisn and Origen ars on the borderline
only.He applied everything relating to the Old Testament pii(¥ii¥y priesthood to
the Hew Testanment ministry and tlms the priestly caste was established in every
debq.il. And now a word about the extermal aspest,tho organization,

INIZATION: " From 250 to 325 we can easlly notice a movement toward rallying around

churches in a central and commanding position and looking to them for guidance

and leedership,Rome and Alezandria are the earliest types of this.As we shall see
this placo of trust or prestige of certaln ohurches wmas the result of councils.
As eurly as Acts 11 weo see the first congregation debating questions of doctrine
and pracpico in public.Crisss like that of the Mintanist LKovement and other heresy
would demand & uniform policy and that could be gained only by consultation a-
mong the members of the orthodox church.0One thing to be kept in mind is that the
laity was present at these councils,Busebius V,18;X4iV,10,Irenasus and Tertullian
also agree to thisjeven Cyprian,Ep. 70 allows this of the African synods as late
a8 220."Thus,in ths Third Century,a Syno-d"nl & means open to spyjocal congrega-
tion of aoquiring aid and sdvice of the Church Universal",thus Iindsey.What is
more,from Cyprian's 46th Epistle;we see that if the laity were not represented,the
decisions of that council might be declared invalid;if the peopls were present,
the decisions werehuthoritative at onocs, But this also was too close to the ideal
40 last,for oncs the Clergy beoame distinot the Ialty lost out everywhere.Cyprian
himself,by his demands for implioit obedience to the bishops,naturally wrought
havoo with the rights of the congregatlion.Hls efforts developed from the bishop
to the Metropolitsn and finally to & Pope.With this developement another went hana
in hand.That llau-t-d with the congregational meeting,developed into the distriot




synod and oculminated in the Zoumenical Council. The councils wers usually held
in a centrally located olty due to the ease of access and the resident bishop
usually acted as chairman,This chalrmenship grew by leaps and bounds into the
all-powsrful office of Listropolitan. But as more and more authority was heaped
upon ‘the individual,so the rights of the congregation diminished.But thers is 'ﬁ{;l:l.
anothsr fastor to be considered in the external developement, u

The Stép-religlon,or Bmpercr-worship,was kept alive in the Third Century
by & highly developed hierarchy extending thruoub the Empire.The Pontifex Faxi-
ms was &t Rome,a Metropolitan was over the provinces and Supervisors over the
towms.In the provinces these priests or supervisors also held a high civil rating
and only rioh and influentisal men were chosen to perform this duty.The Metropoli=-
tan,dve to the oivil ranking which went with his office,mas next in authority to
the civil governor.The paraldeliem is so striking that one notices at once whére
the Church borrowed from the State religion;from the grades of biskops down to

the oddod eand readded lower ranks of the clergy.Pg 331 Lindsay says:"In Oaul the
pagen orpgarization wes overywhere the forerunner of the Christisn".And the same
holés true of the councils.lornsen,in his Provinces of the Roman Empire,says:
"The conguering Christien Church took its hierarchic weapons from the arsenal of
the enomy".ind deapite the fact that only a few decades before Tertullian had
dubbed a certain high=blowm bishop of Rome Pontlfex liaximus,that title was now
assumed for the Roman bishop with all of its former implications:spiritual supre-
nooy over the entire Church.And so the movement for o powerful end distinct class
in the Church went on,every new detall in its as yet inexperienced life was used
as a means to this end and every age saw a corresponding decline in the rights of
the congregation.Now we shall consider the pagan influence in the Minor Offices.
The years 236(c) to 300 saw a marked inecrease in the minor offices of
the Church,Besides the bishops,preshyters,deacons and sub=deacons,the clergy con-
sisted of Headers,Exoroists,icolytes,Door-keepers snd Janitors.Ths Reader,altho
most lilwly a remnant of the Synagogue,was at first a provisional office mso that
in case the bishop were an unlettered man there would be mthlﬂl.bhh
read and expound Soripture,In one way the Exorclists assumed part of the Prulu'l:er'

_



functions and in amother way,they were still members of the Charimmatio Ministry.
One thing common to both Readers and Exorcists is that they were chosen because
of certain inherent abilities.The Acolytes and Door-keepers werey simply imiba~
tions of Paganism.The former was the personal menial servant of the higher slergy.
The pagan hierarchy had consisted of two classes of priests,the sacrificing and
the menial and the Acolyte in the Christian Clurch is an adaptation of this,be-
da-omn—eondibiens,Acoording to Harnack,the Door-kospers were simply taken over
from the pagan temple sorvice and their duties even remeined the ssme in the new
environment.The Doctor makes the following remarks om this officer:" He had %o
look after the opening and the closing of the doors...refuse entrance to suspi-
cious persons and in.later times to close the doora after the dismissal of the
catechumens against those doing penance and unbelievers".Their date is given as

about 225 or ap soon ap there were tuildings worthy of mention.Oravediggers,altho

no more than their name implies,are nevertheless officers also.fhus the Hierarchy

in the Chriétian Church was self-developing,taking care of evrything in a systema-

tic way.Unlike the Aaronic Priesthood where a man was born into a certaln rank
=B to die there,this hiorarchy vas a ladder which the deserving could olimb..

1. AUTEORITY: The worléd in which the Church found itself exerted still ancth-
or influence on the organization,While the bonds which bound the Clurch together
in an external woy still left a -little to be desired before Constantine,his ef=
forts on behalf of the Church chenged things as it were overnight.For with civil
toleration and recognition the Church found itself in a new element. Now un!.ty :

oo s anPorsed (hy mesun|of] he oiviTlaralzor huresy had| Hecmmalaleetas in0K ity

imperial unity was but the forerunner of the Papal.The Stabe,supporting the as-

socolated churches by all the means in its powers,enforced the declsions of coun-
olls with civil pains and penalties and backed up sentences of excommmuniocation
and deposition with oivil loses.It did its best to wipe out all clhurches outside
of the Organization,and largely sudceeded.This policy resched its olimax when
troops of the State utohered whole commmities of the Montanists in Phrygia and
the Donatists in Africa.And no amount of explaining will make out the role of the

Clurch in this matter to be that of the immocent and helpless bystander.This
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policy was endorsed wholeheartedly by leaders in the Clurch likes Axbrose as we
see from his letter to Theodosius demanding the suppression of all of those out-
slide of the Church and foroibly stopping their meetings for worship,Migne's Patr.

lat. XVI,pg 940.E& d the proud fremers of 4he dictunlErtra eoclesism mlla salus
est" lived in the Third and Fourth Cenbury they would not been before their day,
neither would they have failed to have hit the mark by mmch even tho they were
expressing a wish rather than a fact for the Third Century's closs and especial-
ly the beginning of the Fourth sew every effort extended toward making the wish
a reality.In a study of this period it almost seoms as if the leadera of the Clmrch
had no tims for dootrinal vagaries while the world was still considered a ho-;;o T
force.Put if decadence moved tut slowly at first,its speed after recognition by
the State more than made up for time lost/ and errors in dootrine and practice
buret in like a flood.From the standpoint of the mrld.@ho years from 300 to 400
esaw the greatest ochange in the attitude tovard the Church.From 300 to 312 there
was o very severe persecution;by 326 there was at least nominal toleration and
by the end of the Century heresy ves a orime.ind now the clergy was not only a
distinet btut also the governing class.The causes contributing to this result were
voried:

In the first place the Btate exempted ochurch officers from wivil dut-
ien,cf. EfhniDie stasdt.u. buergerliche Verfassung des roem. Relchas,pg 83-123.
This also sprung from the @m Jfo:- Cyprian says:"The ministers of the Church
ought to serve exclusively the altar and the sacrifices and to give their whole
tine to supplications and preysrs”.Even Consbantine had exsspbed the clergy o
& certain extent,Eusehius X,7. Since meny immedistely sought to join the clergy
to avoid the exorbitant civil taxes this measure was opposed for a time and re-
stricticns wers placed on joining the clergy,Cf. Film,pg245But the exemption was
mtropolhdlndipmthoccmi.lofchlndmmdeltuoﬂm.maolﬂlc
to hold oivil office.On top of that the State granted the clergy exsmption from
the oivil courts,Codex Theod.16,2.41.That established the clergy as a olass oi-
villy distinot.And when the Church could hold property in its own name,the merit
of bequests to the orgsnization was preached with sush good results that the
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Cluroh became & universal legatee.This custom also gave offense and steps were
taken to remove the cause of trouble,Codex Theod. 16,2.20.Jerome expressed the
reproach felt by all serious-minded slurclmen when he said,Ep. ad Hepot.52:"It
is a shams that it is said that the Church accepts the heritage of pagan priests,
mimi ,soothsayers and public women".Added to this were the btulldings donated by
Constantine and the land and temple-revenues,Sozom; H. E;I,8.10;57.And now the
oclergy was not only distinet,religiously and oivilly,but also socially and finans-
ielly.But where did the Iaity find its place in all of these new developements?
“Y: As soon as the sacerdotal idea crepp into the Church, sjifference in
practice in regard to laymen had set in.At first he could not presch if the bish-
op were present;thon he could not presch if any other officer were present and
leter not at all.This was not mere custom or anything like that but was formlat-
c¢d as an eccleslastical law in the Stat. Eocless. Antlg,;in a similar way we
nmay point out the fact that at first the laymen brought their offerings and com-
mined,later,especially in the Eagt,he could not even see the celebtration of the

Eucharist,ef Diction.of Antiquitles,s.v.Iconostasis.ind the last vestiges of a
lay vote in cases of dismcipline went by the board in the Fifth Century,of Fer=
rand: Freviatio Canonunp.The clergy held the whip hand,the distinction between
clergy and laity had now become one of power and the laijpy could only submit,
Under cuch ciroumstances,is it any wonder that a notion like Mccl:!.e:lfn should
become so popuh-.ﬂ At first this false moral ideal had bemn frowned upon but with
the momentum gaimed in a slow start,once it began to move,it swept all aside in
an irresistable rush,of Justin,Apol.l,15;0rigen,Contra Celsum,7,41.Hatch is not
very evangelical when he says in Lecturs VI:"An effete age,they sought spiritusl

_ values after fleshly surfeltings;persecutions ceased,but' the thought of merit in
suffering continued"”, But the thought of merit in suffering was just m%—
ular.In the same chapter he says:"The movement began in the East tut spread ra-
pldly bo the Westjand wherever,in East or West,the stream of 1ifs ren ot Al
were orowds of men and women Who were rsady to forsske all and follow John the
Baptist into the desert rather than Chrikt into the world."But who can blame the
flook when the leader has strayedt The fact that these people were willing to

,
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follow the lead of the Olurch and perform feats nowhere demanded in the Gospel
shows how sadly the Church,identified now by its organization and no longer by
its dootrine,had abused its trust.The primery purpose of the Churoh,to save souls
and spesk the Word of reconcilistion,had been forgobtten in the pride of their or-

ganization. Can we wonder that a priestly caste with 1ts attendant aoru:l_.u pro-
duced frills in its orgsnization like the ceremony of the ilass,Sacramentalism,
Prayers and Kaspes for the Dead,Hemission of sins by almsglving,Intersession of
and Prayers to Saints,lariolatry,enforced §elibaoy of the Clergy,Lying Vonders,
¥iracles and efficacicusRelios,ecclesiastical Despotism and last,but by no means
" least,the Primacy of the Bishop of Roge? A study of the Clurch from this point
onward can only be discouraging and depressing and only the anticipation of see-
ing the Light of the Reformation burst upon the darkemed Prince-of-this-Torld's
Fingdom will be incentive enough for one to contimwe.But we have gone far emough
into the subject to mec what a terrific assault the Gates of Hell did make on
the Lord!'s Church.Put He who has overcome the world saw fit to allow them tempor=
ary cuccess only and we who live today can well be doubly thankful. And now ux;ﬂ
few‘ words on the socalled Apostolic Succossion may serve as a BUmEAry of mlr;a:l'v:
TOLIC %UGGESSIOM Jacobs states the gquestion as follows:"An Apostolical Suo=
cossion means that all men who have a right to be considered duly appointed minig-
ters of Christ have received from H‘.ln e commission to minister in BHis nsme,con- A
veyed in an outward end visible manmer #¥¥ in o direct line from the Holy Apof;iom'
The powers which Christy p;e His ministers smd which are tims transmitted are
as follows:"to ordsin ministers,to give them the power to administer the Saora-
nonts and bestow the grace of absolution and perform other priestly acts.The only
ones to succeed to this authority,namely to tranmmit these !'powers',are the bish-
ops and of these only those who are ordained by an untroken line are lawful min-
isters.Any break,no matter where,in this line,leaves no true Clmrch,no true minis-
try and no velidity in the Sacraments.Those who practice the office of & minister
and are mot ordained in this way are usurpers,herstics and schimmatios,snd oon-
stitute with their pecple a band of revolters and not a hranch of the Chmaroh®. Be-
hold,how one error treads the heels of anotherl
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We have endeavored to trace the rise of this tendency until it beosme a
fact in cur study of the later developements,(Part III).The remarks here will
only be gemeral.

!'hoonlyth!.:_:;th.t ever approached such an arrangement was the 014
Testament pr:l.otl:hoothzt that was by special divine command and was repeated time
end again.There is there a NHew Testament command analogous to this? There is mno
trace of it,and the conduct of the Apostles is directly opposits to what it would
have been had this system obtained.FPaul wanted the doctrine to be transmitted to
"faithful men who should be able to teach others also';he wanted a succession of
sound doctrine.Where is the suffestion of the fact that this could be obtained
only by an unbroken chain of Apostolically ordained ministers? From the exponents!
viewpoint,this doctrine should be the last word in guaranteeing certainty in all
spliritnel mabbers end yeb,who oansdmow ef & cerbalzty whether ke is ordained in
the required manner or not? As we have tried to show in the course of this treat-
ise,the powors ascoribed to the bishop were stolen from the congregation,of Partl
If the powers of binding and loosing together with the benefit of the Eucharist
kas been granted to the Apostles,simply as Apostles and not as the first Church,
by vhat right do laymen receive the Iord's Suppertihy is such a succession not
mentioned by the ApostlestThey lmew of nothing like 1t in their day and even of
the Second and Third Century Lindsay says cm'o_cun"rhm is no trase of Apost-
olical Succession in any form whatever,even in the poetic conception of the disoi-
ple~company it is the presbyters mho represent the Apostles.lastly,there is no
trace of dlocesan ruls". That is the case exactly.This doctrine has justly been
oharacterized as "s fiction invented and propagated in the Clurch to bolster sa~-
oerdotal superstitions".And it took ths brains of Tertullian,Cyprian and August-
ine,Roman ecolesiastios who had been trained to be lawyers,to develope this idea.
And altho Tertullian and Irsnaeus did not belisve that the bishop alone had the
Holy Spirit,it tock the blundering redical Hippolybus to make the fatal plungs,
Philosoplumena,I: "But none will refute these heresies save the Holy s'phf-'b”‘#g'uu
ed to the Chureh,which the Apostles having in the first instance received, have
transmitéed to thoss who rightly believed.But we,as being their successors,and
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as being participators in this grace,high-priesthood and offics of teaching,as
well as being reputed quardians of the Church,will not be found defiolent in vi-
gllance,or disposed to suppress correct docirine". And now compare the quotation
of Jertullian's, De Praesor. Haer.,20 pg 32 of this essay.And strangs to say,the
first six books of the Apostolioc Constitutions contain no trace of an Apostolio
Suoceu!.ml :
A last word is to be added as found in the Concordia Cyclopedia,s.v
Apostolic Succession:"Opponents of the Apostolic Succession maintain that this
view is based on & misunderstanding of Christ's commission,of the adherent power
and effioacy of the Yord,of the nature and oharacter of the Clurech,of the Offlce
of the Keys and the spiritual priesthood of all Christians.They further maintain
that Christ,by commlssioning His Apostles,did nidt create a distireot body within
the Church,vested with inaliensable authority,but merely charged them with the
preaching of the Gospel and the administration of the Eacramsnts,which Christ has
laid upon the whole Church as their duty and function,Hence ministers of the
Church perform their public and officlal functions not by right of Apostolis Suo=-
cession,tut by reason of their Call,thru which the rights,duties and priveleges
which Christ has given to all Christians are delegated to them for officlal execu-
tion in the name of the Church."
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