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to the congregation st Jertsalem which he did Aots 11,1-4 and in the same Wy
the congregation decided the question regarding the )y oircimoision of the heath-
en.In Gal 2,1 we ses Paul,the other Great Apostle,sutmitting his came to the
hntb?gn at Jerusalem.As Jacobs pointa out,the Epistles to the Galatians and Rom-
ans,altho full of dootrine are given to laymen. Those in Galatia are to stand ¢
fast in their liberty,those in Thessalonloa are to prove all things and to hold
that which is good,according to 'Iaho:l.r- ideas, b th*hinnt statement is mads by
John 1 Epistle 4,1:"Bsloved,believe not every spirit ut try the spirits whether
they are of God".The warnings of the Apostles against false dootrine also indi-
oates that they wished the congregation to test the dooctrines.But perhaps the yf
strongest proff for our point is that of Acts 15 where we are forced to assume
that the laity took part in the discussion on circumcision.It iz to be noted that
inspired Apostles are present here and yet the lalty has a volce.,If the people
wore not to take part in the discussion,why did not the Apostles,as infallible
teachers,simply decide the question and let 1t go at thattBut there is yst ancth-
or point that must be brought out.

Today Lhe part that the congregation ought to play in church disoipline
is neglected entirely too :l.'roqumtl;;lnd by many of ths more conserwvative chursh
bodies at that.In 1 Thess.4,14.,15 some gensral rules are laid down as warning the
unruly,comforting the feeble-minded and supporting the weak.All this shows a love
for the meighbor that could only spring from the Gospel.The three stages of dis-
cipline mentioned by the Iérd. Eatth 18 elso obtain here.’he first stage is admoni-
tion and this is the dgty of everyone.It must always be done however in a spirit
of love and goodwlill otherwise this most rare of all priveleges will gegenerate
into an outlet for the meanness of the ignérant and impicus.The second stage is
the btreak in friendly relations tut still considering the erring one as a member
.o:r the congregation.On this point we find Apostolic council to this sffect:"lark
them whioch cause divisions among you and avoid them"or "withdraw from every brohh-
or that walketh disorderly"and the purpose is also given:"if any man obey not the
Apostles' word,to note that msn and to have no company with him that he may be
ashamed".tere again we see that the entire spirit is one of assisting live for



g g T e e e e SRS A
_the purposs is o bring the erring one o realiation of his fault. And the last
stage is the complete severance of all relations with the Church,"Let him be un-
to thee as an heathen man and a publican".Cf 1 Cor.5,4. Bab in ocase he should re-
pent the erring brother is to be reinstated immediately 2 Cor 2,8 and neither in
this place,nor anywhers else is there a suggestion of penance nor anything like
it. The congregation was the trilumal 1 Cor. 5,135 and not even the Apostles over-
rode thelr rights 1 Cor 5,3-6. Vhile the Clmrch is beally made up of only those
that believe,the actions of a man are the only indications of his falth,and ac-
cording to these is he to be judged.Altho the manifest and unrepentant sinner is .
to be cast out Titus 3,10;1 Cor 5,13,yet,to call in the Civil Arm to mete out
punishment is as great a wrong,1f not greater,as to allow such a one the benefits
of the Church.Excommunication 1s to be the last resort in uhclli.ug a man his sin
2 Thess,.3,8,14 and if he does not repent then the Church has done its duty.And
altho tho Church has the authority to withhold forgivensss,where is tho authori-
ty granted to meteo out punishment?For there surely is a distinotion that aughﬁ:o
bs observed. |
Another province of the congregation was that of charity work.To a
world which considered mercy a desploable wealmess the love of oro's fellow-
man decording to the Tord of Christ came as cool water on a fevered trow.The Gos-
pol was preached to ths masses,but the masses were poor.The admonktions to the
rich are rare in the llew Tostament cnd yet there are some as 1 Tim 6,17.18 showa.
The rapld growth of the congregation et Jerusalem ocarried with it some dire con-
sequences for meny of the new converts,who,being Jews,were even then in danger
of losing their inheritance and friends.And if this happensd how were théy to
gain a 1ivelihood?If thess identlocal conditions did not prevall in all the olurch-
es,there were similar conditions and so beneficence becames a very lmportant part
of the Clmrch's functions.And those who were able to give did so Acts 4,34.36;
yeos,obeon the rank and file gave tltho -un; were very poor 2 Cor 8,123;9,10. Ve al-
50 see that the whole Church supported the btrethern st Jerusalem Acts 11,20;
1 Cor. 16,1 and 2 Cor 8,1-3 which some take to bs three separate collections.Ang
80 it was customary from the earliest times to make contributions for the cars
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of the poor and needy 1 Cor.16,1.2 whioch the deagons then administered 1 Tim,
3,8-13.In the ee¥ly church benefiocsnce was & sign of real spiritual 1ife and it
is to be regretted that the wealthy of our day smee no other obligation on this
respeot than that of any other soeclal fumction.

Thus we ses that in the elotion of officers,in doctrine,in disscipline
and in doing good works the ocongregation is the one and only. factor.Any devia-
tion from this practice las a misinterpretation or defimnce of Apostolic example
and any change in any of these factors oan be churacterized as losing the liberby
with vwhich Christ has invested us.But we must again hark back to the officers.If
the laity has all these priveleges,by 'lhl.'li act or om is ono of thelr mm-
ber to be sst apart as an officer? F

' The Roman Church has a ceremony of ordination which for all time dis-
tinzuldchea the person ordained from the rest of the body by granting him the so-
called "Character Indelibilis".The Hew Testamsnt also has its ceremony and we Jf
shall ses how that differs from the Saorament mentioned in the foregoing sen-
tenco,First of all,there are no rules laid dowm for it.In the case of Paul and
Barnabes Actso 13 it was done with fasting,prayer and laying on of hands.From
this cass we noall:oo that others bessides the Apostles had this privelege of grant-
ordination.Before we go any farther we will say that ordination does not grant
any speclal puwora/‘h:t it does greant scclasiastiocal authority.lindsay offers con-
clusive proof that the word 'ordaintin the New Testament merely msans to convey
authority for whatever special fimection ot duty a person ia ulont-q..!‘nrhhemro,
there 1s no evidence that the mere laying on of hands conferred special gifts.
The ocase of Simon Acts 8 seems tb:econdnnl.ng evidence that such was not the oase,
And if the oase in 1 Tipy. 4,14 seems contrary to this we must remember that this
was given ﬂml:h;y by express divine direction and not by laying on of hands,but
with,together with the laying on of hands.When Paul tells Timothy'to lay bands
suddenly on no man' it is evident tbat the person to be ordained cannot bs chossn
at random,he must possess certain qualifications that fit him for the office.Com-
sidered as divine gifts,thess qualifiocations are the thing that gives a person
power But ordination itself merely confers suthority.The ceremony was performed
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publicly by the ministers in the neme of the lord and was by no means & rite to
Holy Orders for thére were none.But Of, Hatoh,s.v.Ordinstion Pg. 122.

fuwwwy!  Ag m recapitulation for the Aposbtolio Era we will take a oomprehensive

view of the developgment in the organisation.lindsay lists several Zfactors,that,
without a doubt,left an impression on the young and pliable Clmrch.First are the
Seven 'deacons” of Acts 6.Seven were supposedly ohosen due to the custom in the
Jewish toms of having their ruling body consist of seven elderly men.The select-
ion of elders,icts 11,1s both Jewlsh end Gentile custom since 1% is a universal
practice to have the aged and experienced wield suthority.’he next step is the
position of leadsrship held by James in Jerusalem.Busebius II,1,2.3;III,11,1,2.
Yany take this as an Oriental influence acoording to which succession to an of=
fice is controlled by the custom of having the next male descendant succeed to

an orﬂea.f‘ha many duties that had 40 be taken care of in a ocongregation would
produce the men able to take care of them due to some special gift.Thess needs
ran all the way from belng petron as Fhoebe seems to have been Rom .16,1,to of=
foring one's hone for services as De Eogal has shown it to have takem place.The
roligious olubs,such a large factor in Hatoh's ltudy.;l:ld undoubtedly exert some
influence in the developement of the organization of the Church tut the new moral
force would always remain supreme.The Synagogue also exerted an influence espec-
ially in regard to the officers and thelr functions.7hlle the Synagogue and the
religiocus club had points in common,the Clurch has points comaon to both.But why
waste time disputing on which organization exerted the most influence?.The point
is that no matter mt organization the new convert had been asquainted with,
whether the guild ?! the Synagogue,his previous training would ensble him to use
the r'.l;hbs and priveleges granted him as a member of the Church.lindsay states
that if the ohurohes at Corihith and Rome do not seem to be properly orgsuized,
since officers are ignored,it shows that the congregation could exist without ¥
the ministry and oou:l.d oarry out all its functions.But as we have shovn above,
s.v.Presyyter,a on;_rmuon without a ministry can exist bkt it olamt ocarry out
all its functions or fulfill all its dutlies.And in view of the emphasis laid on
the officers in Soripture,especially Paulss instrucstions to Timothy regarding the
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the men to be seleoted,is it not more reasonable to assmme that thers were offi-
oors there?

Such 1s the ploture of the Clurch while guided by the unerring hand of
the Apostles.lLet us keep that ploture in mind as we watoh the organization
pass thru the trials and troubles of the next -zso years or more.

(o 17 THE POST-APOSTOLIC AGE,

In our study of this age we beg lsave to sutmit

our evidence under the suthor rather than in sn arrangement 1ike that in the fore-
going part. We shall restriet ourselves to those points in which our suthors show
striking differences eithsr with their predecessors or sucoessors.lhs first one
to be considered is Clement of Rome(92 or 101 to—-1) . b A4l .

- Cloment,in his Epistle to the Corinthians,makes no provision for m%o
of bishop.Tthen we speak of 'bishops! in this part of our treatise we shall endeav-

or to restriot ourselves to the conception which the term implies today.From this
lettor we infer that the elders are the highest authority in the congregation
ind the Bbops he Epéaks, G 42,44 are meraly hespirecy ebairmen'of Ahe meeshaie
2l board.Cf.lLightfoot.Zhe deacons act as enquirers and sccusers and form a oourt
together with the pru'bybern.ine agein there is very little difference between
the deacon and the presbyter. The lalty elected the officers for we read of "men
ordained with the common consent and approbation of the while congregation"iThe
main point of the letter,to restore a deposed presbyter,shows that the laity had
the right to depose their officers at this time,0ur next authority is a trifle
different.

?4uiZies  pishop Iightfoot associates this name with two others as leaders in the
developement of the Episcopacy.We shall discuss the others later. And the worthy
Blglop is justified in this as we shall try to show.Ignatius oalls himselfind is
called a bishop,he writes to a bishop,Folyearp of Smyrna and mentlons thres or-—
ders of the ministry.To him the bhshop is the visible center of unity in mﬁ:n-
gregation and to be valued as & security for discipline and harmony./is makss these
olaims in no uncertain terms,i.E: Eph.8. "...olearly,thersfore, we ought to re-

gard the hishop as the Lord Himself";and agein,Smyrn.9:"...He that dosth anybhing




