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and without blemish; a meat offering, flour mingied with ofl, : 

of three tenth deals for each bullock, two tenth deals for 

the ram, and one tenth deal for each of the seven lambs; a 

sin offering of one kid; and a drink offering of one-half hin 

of wine for the pullodk, one-third hin for the rem, and _ 

one-fourth him for each lamb. While the drink offering wad 
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poured out the priests and Levites sang Psalm 81; at the 

evening sacrifice Psalm 29 was sung. aro, Te 

The sacrifices offered at the beginning of omer 

month (Num. 28,11) were made on this day also. They were: ~-. 

@ burnt offering of two bullocks, one fam, and seven lambs; 
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a meat offering, flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals 

for a bullock, two tenth deals for she ram, and one tenth 

deal for each lamb; a drink offe ing of one-half hin of 

wine for a bullock, one-third hin for the ram, and one-fourth   
: hin for each lamb; and a sin offering of one kid.. In addition 

to these sacrifices also those offered every day were per- 

| formed, Josephus ("Antiq." III,10) tallies the regular and 

the additional sacrifices correctly with the exception of 

omitting one ran. 

Tnere is no reference in the N.T. which states 

that Christ ever attended this feast. Since it was celebrated 

in all the synagogs of the Jews it wasn't necessary for ‘Him 

to attend in Jerusalen. 

 



  

  

_ the introductory portion of this thesis,, are three minor 

B, THE POBT-MOBAIO FESTIVALS ee 
“ne post-Mosaic feutivals, as already stated: in 

festivals which originated after the time of Moses. 

1. The Feast of Purim ; See yi 

This festival was celebrated on the Lath _and 15th . 

of Adar (Esther 9 »21) approximately February, in Ooumemcration 

of the fortunate deliverance of the Jewish race on those 

days from the brutal massacre designed for them by Haman. - Bt 

It is called }'®, pur (the Hebrew equivalent is 527A), meaning 

lot, because Haman cast lots before himself to ascertain — , - | 
  

& favorable day for carrying out his murderous plans’ (Esth. 3,7) 

“nat this word is of foreign origin is seen fromthe fact 

that the writer of the book of Esther explains it by - _ 

giving the Hebrew equivalent (Esth. 5,7). Since the Jews 

were captive in Persia at the institution of this: feast - 

they very probably took its name over from the language of 

that country. 

This festival, strictly a national institution, 

enjoying great popularity from the very beginning, was 

celebrated on the evening of the 15th day (which is the 

beginning of the 14th) and continued thougn the 15th. All 

the Jews, on this evening, repaired to their synagogs. 

After the festal service thé book of Esther, the "Megilla", . 

was read aloud. When the name of Haman was read, the entire 

congregation: cried out: “Let his name be blotted.out", or 

"The name of the wicked shall rot" while the childten in
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the audience sprang rattles. This youthful pranks however, : 

Hdersheim informs us ("The Temple", page. 333) : is of a_very 
late date. The names of Hamari's sons were ell read in one 

breath to indicate that they were all executed at the same 

time. The next morning the people again assembled in their 

respective synagogs and the reading of the book of Esther _ Ne 

was repeated. With this service the formal religious exercise 

was finished, and the remaining time of the festival was in 

dezoted to hilerity and sending of gifts to one another and 

tc the poor. Josephus who records the celebration of this 

festival ("Antiq." XI,6) says that it was kept eat the time 

by "all the Jews that are in the habitable earth" and that 

they Bent portions one to another." : eee 

Some are of the opinion, on the basis of 2.Macc. 

15,56, that the 13th of Adar was also a part of the Purim 

festival. However, this ny was observed annually with — 

“battle of Bethhoron (1,un08. 7,47-49). (or. Robertson 

Smith: "The Old Testament in the Jewieh Church", page 171). 

2, The Feast of the Dedication of the Temple, or of Lights 

This festival was celebrated on the 25th of 
Chisleu (1. Macc. 4,59), about December, and lasted eight 

days. It was-instituted by Judas Macoabaeus, 165 B.C., in 

commemoration of his heroic act ‘of purifying the altar : 

and renewing the temple from heathen pollution under direction 

of Antiachus Epiphanes, exactly three years after the event 

( l.Macc. 4,52-59; 1, 54.59). For that reason it was called 
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"the Feast of Dedication" (John Lo 28) | and also Dedication 

of the Altar" (1.Macc. 4,66). Josephus calls it the. "Yeast 

of Lights" and adds his suggested reason for the name:"I- - 

suppose the reason was because this Liberty beyond our hopes 

appeared to us? ("Antig." XIT,7).. LS SS eee 

The festivitbes were attended by burnt offering - - 

and meat offering, and on each of the eignt days the "Hallel" 

was sung. The people carried palm, and other branches to 

the temple and made for themselves huts of boughs. In the 

evening there was brilliant illumination in the temple azid 

in the homes. On the vhole it was celebrated much after the 

manner of the Feast of Tabernacles (1.Macc. 4,56.57). an 

It is recoded that Jesus was present at one time 

gt the celebration of this festival in Jerusalem when He 

delivered e discourse on His unity with the Father before _ 

@ motly gathering of Jews on Solomon's Porch (John 10,22-59). 

3. The Feast of Wood-Offering 22 in eee 

It was celebrated on the 15th of Ab, approximately 

August, and, as the name suggests, this was the day when 

every one was at liberty to offer wood at the temple. 

From Neh, 15,51 we see that it was a fixed festival. — 

Eight times during the year wood was brought to 

the temple by people apvointed by lot for the duty (Neh. 10 234). 

However, on this day everybody is Israel, regardlpss of rank : 

or station == even proselytes and slaves, ware permitted 

‘to bring wood for the temple use. 

The wood was deposited in an antechamber of the 

 



  

    
temple where 1t was carefully ‘examined ty 
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for other temple SSD end that which |    

   

  

    temple, 

Incidentally, on ‘this aay no doubt mary a--— 
os meee =—s een 

  

   

   

a romance was begun since, according to the Talmid Ss 

3 within their own ‘rape, | and the young pecidenas _went t are e 

affording ample opporunity. to poth sexes to ealack tietx! 

         
   

    

E life's companions. re i aa ional 

4 . : . Of this festival thes is no reference made in 

  

the New Testament.
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Il. THE TESTAMENT REE 

  

AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE 

The festivals of the Jews still hed full sway at 

the time of Christ and, beyond all doubt, references are --.- 

found in the Hew Testament to all of them, with the exception 

of the Feast of Wood-Offering of which no mention is made 

and which perhaps.had. become extinct; = 9° =» 

Besides the “written law", or the whole of the 

lew" (n2_SYaAw 79, which was said to have been handed 

down by word of mouth from Moses through the successive _ 

generetions. These traditions were viewed as essentially — 

adepted for oral communication, and the Scribes discouraged 

every attempt to reduce them to writing since no one-had 

the authority to appropriate the common possession of- - 

the learned (as these traditions were regarded) in a book 

of his own, A part of the fourth section of the Mishnsh, — 

known as the "Pirke Abot", is denoted to the purpose of 

showing the divine source and authority of the traditional 

law and to demonstrate its continuity from generation to 

generation. After the destruction of the second Temple 

these oral mandates were set down in writing, between 200 

B.C. end 200 A.D., and are known as the Mishnah, the Talmud, 

and the Midrashim ( comp. "Sayings of the Fathers" by 

Joseph I. Gorfinkle, pages 29and 50). This traditional lew 

had the purpose of illuminating and interpreting the "written


