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up in His arms, put His hands upon them, and blessed them.” (Mark
10, 13—16.)

: In order that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who came into
the world to seek and to save that which was lost, may graciously re-
ceive this present child, take him up in His arms, put His blessed
hands upon him, and endow lim with the Holy Ghost, true faith, and
a pious life, we shall now present this child to Him in devotion and
faith by the prayer which He Himself taught His disciples.

(Then the Minister, laying his right hand upon the head of the
child, — or of the several children in order,— shall say, and the sponsors
and all those present may say with him: —)

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give
us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into tempta-
tion; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord preserve thy coming in and thy going out from this
time forth and even forevermore. + Amen.

+* * +#

(Admonition to the Sponsors.)?*

Dear Christian Friends: It is expected of you as sponsors, in
acting for the child here presented for Holy Baptism, while confessing
in this sacred act the faith of the Christian Church in the Triune
God, in whose name the child is to be baptized, to bear witness publicly
in the child’s stend that by Holy Baptism as a means of grace he ob-
tains and possesses the saving faith in the one true God and renounces
the devil and his wicked works. Moreover, after this child has been
baptized, you should at all times remember Aim in your prayers, put
him in mind of his baptism, and, as much as in you lies, lend your
counsel and aid (espeeially if le should lose his parents) that he may
be brought up in the true knowledge and fear of God, according to
the teachings of the Lutheran Church, and faithfully keep the bap-
tismal covenant unto the end. Do you intend gladly and willingly
to do so?

Answer: Yes.

May God enable you both to will and to do this charitable work
and with His grace fulfil what we are unable to do! Amen.

Part II.
(At the font.)

Dear Christian Friends and Sponsors: Since you, in this sacred
act, aro representing the child here presented for Holy Baptism, I ask
you to answer, in the name and in the stead of this child, the questions
which I shall now address to him, to signify thereby what God in and
through Baptism works in him.

(Then shall the Minister say: —)

N., Dost thou renounce the devil and all his works and all
his ways?

Answer: I do.

* This admonition may be read either here, at the end of the first part

of the formula, or after the introductory paragraphs, or, with slight changes.
in wording, at the close of the entire act.
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Dost thou believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth?

Answer: I do.

Dost thou believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who
was conceived by the Holy Ghost; Born of the Virgin Mary; Suf-
fered unto Pontius Pilate; Was crucified, dead, and buried;
descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven; And sitteth at the right hand of God the

Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge the quick and
the dead?

Answer: 1 do.

Dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints; The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection
of the body; And the life everlasting?
Answer: 1 do.

‘Wilt thou be baptized into this Christian faith?
Answer: 1 will.

(Then shall the Minister apply water three times upon the head of the
child—or each child in order—as he names each person of the Trinity:—)

N., I baptize thee in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Ghost. + Amen.

(Then the Minister, still at the font, shall lay his right hand upon the
head of the child — or of each child in order —and shall say: —)

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
begotten thee again of water and the Spirit and hath forgiven thee all
thy sins, strengthen thee with ITis grace unto life everlasting. Amen.

Peace be with thee. + Amen. 3

(While the sponsors with the child remain at the font, but within the
chancel, the Minister shall step to the altar for the final prayer.)

Let us pray: — :

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise
Thee that Thou dost graciously preserve and extend Thy Church and
hast granted to this child the new birth in Holy Baptism and made
him a member of Thy dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and an hetr of
Thy heavenly kingdom. We humbly besceech Thee that, as Jie hath
now become Thy child, Thou wouldst keep him in his 'l_mphsmﬂl grace,
that, according to all Thy good pleasure, fie may be faithfully brought
up to lead a godly life to the praise and honor of Thy holy_:mme and
finally, with all Thy saints, obtain the promised inheritance in heaven;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

* +* L]

A final paragraph concerning the use and the significance of the
formula of Baptism may not be superfluous. For one thing, the
tendency to abbreviate the formula should not reach the stage where
essential paragraphs pertaining to motivation or doctrine are omitted.
I£ sponsors aro at all available, the admonition to the sponsors ought
to be included, otherwise this significant feature of Lutheran baptism
may soon become an empty form. It should also be noted that the
Apostles’ Creed as used in the formula is not a prayer, but a confes-
sion of the child and hence should be spoken in the form of questions.
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Since we have retained the essential features of the ancient bap-
tism, the symbolism of the sacramental rite is best set forth if the
division indicated above is observed. Part I, originally performed at
the doors of the church to signify that the candidate desired admission
into the congregation, ought to take place at the foot of the chanecel
steps. After the invitation the child is taken to the font, where
Part IT of the formula is used, whereby admission to the congrega-
tion (and to the Church) is accomplished. And the final prayer at the
altar signifies that the child has now been accepted into membership
in tho Christian Church, on which account the special blessing of the
Lord is invoked upon the new member of the body of Christ.

P. E. KRETZMANN.

=)

Divorce and Malicious Desertion.

III. Does Divorce on the Ground of Adultery Grant Permission
for Remarriage?

The Church of Rome vehemently denies that adultery or for-
nication severs the marriage bond and grants permission for remar-
riage. The Council of Trent, in Session XXIV, “On the Sacra-
ment of Matrimony,” Canons VII and VIII, has declared as follows:
“If any one saith that the Church has erred in that she hath
taught, and doth teach, in accordance with the evangelical and
apostolieal doetrine, that the bond of matrimony cannot be dissolved
on account of the adultery of one of the married parties and that
both or even the innocent one who gave not occasion to the adultery
cannot contract another marriage during the lifetime of the other
and that he is guilty of adultery who, having put away the adulteress,
shall take another wife, as also she who, having put away the adul-
terer, shall take another husband, —let him be anathema.

“If any saith that the Church errs in that she declares that for
many eauses a separation may take place between husband and wife
in regard of bed or in regard of cohabitation for a determinate or
for an indeterminate period, let him be anathema.” (Translation by
‘Waterworth, p.193.)

The Church of England has never authoritatively sanctioned any
other separation than that from bed and board, and this with an
express prohibition of remarriage, Canon 107. Xeil, on Matt. 5, 32,
says: “By =ogreia the bond of marriage, indissoluble according to
divine ordinance, is severed, but the marriage is not dissolved before
God, so that the divorced spouses might enter into other marriages
without transgressing the divine ordinance. Chapter 19, 6 the Re-
deemer expressly declares: ‘What God hath joined together let mot
man put asunder.’ Only death can sever the marriage tie. During
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