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1. Our Lord, on His departure from this earth, gave
the great missionary command, "Go ye therefore and teach all
nations;" Shortly after, we hear of small established congre-
gations, of one heart and one soul, continuing stedfastly in
the apostles! doctrine and fellowship and in breaking of bread

and in prayers. However these conditions were restricted to

small cicles, for among the majority of the Jews, the gospel
had made little headway. There were the Sadducees, the wealthy
class of Epicureans, denying resurrection and judgment; there |
were the Pharisees, zealous for the law it is true, but having

an entirely carnal conception of it, resulting in mere formalism.
The condition of the Jews of the Diaspora, under the influence

of Hellenism, was no better. Among the Gentiles the religious
condiitions were still worse. The old gods had come into disuse,

but in their place came the work righteousness of philosophers
among the wealthy anu serious-minded, while the common people

were steeped in crass superstition and immorality. To bring

the gospel to such a world, required a man who was both a Jew

and a Greek, to be able to reach these people; a Roman Citizen

t0 receive protection; and above all, a man who had been sinéu-
larly affected, in his innermost heart and soul, by the very |
appearance of Jesus himself. Such a man we have in the Apostle
Paul. It is the object of this paper to show how his early life

was a preparation of that chosen vessel of the Loxd.

oy Geography plays an important part in a man's life
and this was especially true in the case of St. Paul. His
birth in Tarsus, a cosmopolitan city of a half million popula-

tion, located at the junction of two great civilizations, had

_
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a direot influence in forming that versetile genious, who
became all things to all men.Tarsus, the ocapital of Cilicia,
was situated on the Cydnus River between the snow-capped Tau-
rus mountain range and the Mediterranean Sea. Though not quite
s0 favorably located as some of i1ts neighboring cities, it
became a great commercial center, because of the energyv and
ingenuity of its inhabitants. The lake below the city was
transformed into a harbor. The famous Cilician Gates were ocut
through the Taurus Mountains, and Tarsus became the distribu-
ting center between two worlds, a bridge between Semitic and

Greek-Roman civilization. It is thus no vain boast when Paul

calls it "no mean city", and the inhabitants in general referred
to 1t with a feeling of pride.

Its history goes back to ancient times, some even
identifying it with Tarshish of the 0ld Testament(l). The
Tarsus of Paul, however, may be definitely stated to begin
with the reorganization into a Greek city-state under Antiochus
Epiphanes (170 B.C.). He, according to Seleucid principle,
planted a colony of Jews here. It is quite possible that Paul®s
ancestry dates back to this time, although there followed sever-
al such reorganizations, the last one taking place under Antony,
which was then confirmed by Augustus (43 B.C.). Tarsus now
became a free city. '

The Jews in general kept themselves aloof from contam-
ination with the Gentiles. They probably composed one of the
city tfibes, as was the case in Alexandria, wharzk%ribe was
called "The Macedonians". In this manner they could enjoy their
Tarsian citizenship and still keep separate. Each tribe like-
wise had jurisdiction over its oivil and oriminsl matters.

T1) Ramesay: Cities of St.Paul, p. 118.
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The Roman Government was friendly toward these Jews (1)

and respected their religious scruples with regard to army-
servige and emperor-worship (except duéing the brief reign of
Caligula). Perhaps also the presence of Athenodorus at the
Roman court was instrumental in maintaining this friendship. |

On the return of Athenodorus to Tarsus c. 15 B.C., he
instituted reforms. He saw the defect of the democratic prin-
ciples of government and introduced the oligarchic system.
Property qualifications were made for Tarsian citizenship.
Those who had none were dropped. Then within the property own-
ers, were the aristoorats who had Roman citizenship and were
members of the oligarohy, as a rule, wealthy and influencial
men (2). It is true, manumitted slaves were sometimes given
Roman citizenship, but not at Tarsus at this time when Roman
citizenship was so jealously guarded.

In addition to the commercial importance of Tarsus,
must be mentioned the university. It was the one case of a
Greek university being conirolled by a city. Itinerant teach-
ers came and demonstrated before the general public and if
they could hold an audience, they were hired. We have an ex-
ample of a similar case in Athens where Paul was considered 1
such a person. With respect to the importance of the university,
some would rank it above even that of Alexandria and Athens,
due no doubt to Strabo's reference (3). But we are cautioned

not to misunderstand Strabo. Ramsay would refer its fame rather

to the eagerness for study, the large audiences and able teach- |

ers at Tarsus. This, then, was the birthplace of the future apostie

1) Josephus, Antiqg.,16,6,3; 18,5,3.
B; Résay, Cities of St.Paul, P.337,

3) Strabo, Geography, 14,6,3.
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ITX. Little is known regarding his ancestry. Likewise the

date of his birth is not definite, although it ocan be placed

c. 1 A.D. with a reasonable degree of certainty. He was born

in a strict orthodox family, whioch evidently remained in oclose
touch with Jerusalem. For Paul himself says he is a "Hebrew of
the .Hebrews", Phil.3,5. This cannot mean mere descent from
Israelites or general adherence to the Jews' religion, as some
have sald, because in that case it would be useless repetition,
as ocan be seen from the context. The phrase here means, Aramaic-
speaking Jews. This is proved by Acts 6,1, where a distinction
is made between "Grecilans and Hebrews", Grecians being the

Jews who had succumbed to the Gentile influence, and Hebrews
being those, who still spoke Aramaic. He was the "son of a
Pharisee” by birth. Some have tried to refer this te ancestors
in general, denying that his father was a Pharisee. However,
according to Galatians 1,14,mepieaoTipws §9Awris Indpywy TV
nap k3 yeo apad 6 TEWV | we gee that this view is impossible.
The word TaTpIKGiY, indicates hereditary traditions of the
family, as also the addition of w00 shows, whereas mere
adherence to national customs, would be ezpressed bynaTpeass (1).
He was @ircumcised on the eighth day and called Saul, probably
in memory of the first great king, who was also a member ol

the tribe of Benjamin.- But since his father was & Romen citizen,
he also received ¢ Roman neme, a triple one in faot: praesnomen,
nomen, and cognomen. We only hear of him by his cognomen,

Paul, which was the usual custom. Roman citizenship being a
privilege of the aristocracy, we must conclude that his father

had lived in Tarsus Ffor some time and was a member of the

e w e - - -

(1) Expositor's N.T.
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nobility and had at least moderate wealth. This is also evi-
dent from the fact that, later on, he was able to send his
son to Jerusalem to study.

We know still less of his mother, though she too
came from a pious line, 2 Tim.l1l,3, and must have been a woman
of force and character to rear such a son (1). Whether or not
they had any more children is not knoyn, though they had one
daughter, Acts 233,16, who later lived in Jerusalem and whose
son was instrumental in saving Paul's life.

Although born in the Diaspora and exposed to Greck
life, Paul was essentially a Jew and close relations were no
doubt kept with Jerusalem. He reckons dates according to Jew-
ish customs; uses rabbinical traditions; his dialectic betrays
Jewish training, as also his command of the Aramaic aialect(2).
The fact that he was a Pharisee and the son of a Pharisee,
would already indieate this, since we do not hear of these
distinctions among the Jews of the Diaspora (3). Then, too,
his sister living in Jerusalem, would suggest a close bond

with the Jews.

Perhaps it is this fact which accounts for the Giscala

tradition. According to this tradition, Paul's parents lived
in Gischala in Galilee and were carried off by the Roman Gen-
eral Varrus, c.4 B.C. This is untenable in view of Acts 33,3,
which states that Paul was born in Tarsug. Zahn, however,
thinks that there may be at least some truth to the tradition
and suggests that this may be an abridgement 0f e larger ref-
erence, where not Paul, but only Paul's parents are said to
1) Robertson, EPOGHS,pP.9% - —

2) Deissman, St.Paul,p.l3. .
3) Zahn, Paulus, Realencyclopedie.
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have come from Gischala (1). ievertheless this view militates
against . the Roman citizenship which could not have been obtained
at so late a date. Besides neither Paul nor his father would
in that case have been "Tarsians", but merely "Incolae"(3).

But preservation of Hebrew customs and Aramaic speech
does not necessarily indicate a late emigFfiion from Judea., We
can quite readily imagine early residence in Tarsus and yet a
close connection with Jerusalem, especially in a pious family,
where a yearly pillgrimage was probably made to Jerusalem for
the Passover. Then also the fact that the Jews in a Greek city
formed a "clty-tribe", and were known as the "iNation of Jews"
of that city (until 70 A.D.), tended to preserve old cestous.
The "kinsmen" mentioned Rom.16,7-31, may indicate membership
in such a tribe. It is the very nature of the Jews to remain
separate and especially in view of the privileges which the
Roman Government extended to them as we have already seen.
(Roman citizenship did not require joining the pagan rites
at this age anymore as before).

General isolation from the Gentiles, does not, however,
exclude all contact with them. Paul,'no doubt, mingled with
the Gentile children in the st®eet and his father, in pursuing
his trade, most likely carrisd on his business transactions
in Greek. Paul, growing up in this atmosphere, was thus able

to master both Greek and Aramaic. That he came in contact with

Greek at an early age 1s evident from his masterfuﬂuse of it
in his writings. It is'nt the Greek of ithe golden period of
literature of a Homer, but it is the koine, the vernacular

Greek of his contemporary writers (3). Even Philo and Josephus,

1) Zahn, Paulus, Realenoyclopedie.
(3) Ramsay, St. Paul, Traveldr, p.33.
(3) Robertson, Epochs, p.3l. ‘

i--------------------------------;-_
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whose Greek education is beyond question, can't surpass Paul

in grace or power over the Greek language.

v, His education began at home as in every Jewish home,
as soon as he was able to understand. Cf. Timothy,awe ﬂuofous.
1t was essentlally & religious eduocation, based on Prov. 1,7:
"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom". It was tae
saored duty of the pgrents to Tamiliarize theilr shildren with
the divine weitings,Daut.3,7-2. Josephus says the Law was
engraved on their hearts (1).Under the direction of his mother

Peul prcbably memorized the national creed or Shema, Portions

of the Torah, pravers, hyuns and Bible-stories(3).

At the age of four, Paul, according to ocustom, entered
the Infant School and with the sixth year, the Elementary
School, known as the "Bet-ha-sefer". According to Schuerer(3),
it would seem that the LXX was in common use, also in the
synagog-services, with the exception of a few portions of the
lesson. We may conclude then, that Paul's instruction and
memorizing in the school was from the LXX. His later use would
almost presuppose such early acquaintance with it (4), since
he quotes almost invariably frd"the LXX, except when the sense

of the Hebrew is not brought out exactly, in which case he

then translates from the original. Here in the Bet-ha-sefer,

he continued his study of the Soriptures, under the airection

of the soribes and also learned Reading, Writing, Arithmetio

and Hygiene. The method of study was by rote, the children

1) Josephus, vs Apion,2,19.

(3; Swift, Education in Ancient Israel, p.60.

{3; Schuerer, Geschichte d.Jud.Volk.,3,95,

4) Deissman, Paul,p.l0l. : = )
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sitting on the ground, facing the teacher. With increasing
age, his studies also included some sciences and arts (1).

To this must also be added the learning of a trade.
This is no indication of poverty, but the duty of every father
toward hos son."He who teaches his son no trade is as if he
taught him to steal"(3).Paul learned the trade of a tentmaker,
Acts 17,3. This was the chief Cilician industry (3). Some have
supposed that Paul's father was a merchant in this industry.
This cloth was in great demand for making tents for the Roman
army. It consisted in weaving the long hair of goats of that
province and was therefore called Cilicium. The knowledge of
this trade was of great value to Paul later on.

But since his life was destined for the rabbinate,
which may be concluded fromGal.l,l15, it was necessary for him
to go to Jerusalem to continue his studles. Here he entered
the Bet-ha-lilarash. The usual age for entering this secondary
school, was between ten and fourteen years (4). We must accept
so early a date if the term war:@peppives"brought up in this
city", Acts 22,3, is to have any meaning at all. Likewise the
reference in Acts 26,4, "he was known to the Jews in Jerusalem
from his youth", ¥k viéTHyToy .We may assume then, that it

was about the time when he became responsible to the Law.

While at Paul's time this was the age of puberty and therefore

not the same in every case, we know that shortly after, this

age was fixed at thirteen years (5). We may, therefore, with a

1) Kretzmann,lotes on Jewish Education.

3) Kretzmann, Education of the Jews,p.85.
3) Schuerer,Gesch.d.Jud.Volk. ,3,59.

4) Kretzmann,Educ.Jews,p.80.

5) Schaseer,Gesch.d.Jud.Volk. ,3,436.




(2)
reasonable degree of certainty, assume Paul to have been about
itwelve or thirteen years old when he left Tarsus, accompanied
perhaps by his father or some other relative, and journied
to Jerusalem. Besides it must be kept in mind that oriental
children mature early, and Paul could thus quite readily
manage his studies at Jerusalem at this age.

The close connection existing between his home-life
and Jerusalem, would naturally suggest that city for his fur-
ther training. Then too, there weze here the famous schools
of Hillel and Schammai, and finally, there was the temple,

which to the orthodox Jews of the Diaspora meant even more

than to the people living in Jerusalem (1).

Paul was fortunate in being a student of Gamaliel,
one of the foremost teachers of that age in the Jewish nation.
Gamaliel may have been the grandson of Hillel, though Schuerer
denies this. At any rate, Gamaliel was the most outstanding
representative of the school of Hillel. The difference between
the two rival schools, Hillel and Schammai, ooth Pharisaioc,
is sald to have been this, that Hillel was more liberal in its
teachings. However, Schuerer maintains that in practice there
was practically no difference, since both schools insisted on
the minute observance of the letter of the law (2). Of the
two schools, Hillel was by far the more infiunential. The im-

portance and esteem in which Gamaliel was held is indicated

by his title "Rabban", and the fact that he was called "the ‘

glory of the law".
Some have objected to Paul's studying under the mild

and peaceful Gamaliel, since he shows such fanatical zeal in

(1) Fischer, Beginnings of Christianity, p.47o.
(230 Schuerer,Gesch.d.Jud.Volk. ,23,361.

B R T T e e & T E———




(10)
persecuting Stephen, entirely at variance with Gamaliel's ad-
vice in connection with Peter, Acts 5,33-44. However, we must
gemember, that Stephen was charged with destroying the temple
and subverting the laws of lloses, which charges were not brought
against Peter. Besldes, it need not follow, that the student
must have the same characteristics as his teachers

The subjeots taught in Jerusalem, were advanced re-
ligious and theological literature, both written and oral.

Here Paul received a solid Hebrew instruction in the Scriptures
to counteract any excessive Greek influence. Finally, he must
have entered the College, for advanced work, after finishing
the Torah and the Mishne and other elementary branches. Here
t00, religious subjects were of primary importance. The method
employed, peing discussion and argumenta$ion, which furnished
excellent practice in logic and rhetoric. The result was expert
proficiency in dialectics. Of how great importance this was

to Paul, is evident from his later life.

On completion of this work, Paul returned to Tarsus
and most likely attended the university, even though Deissman
would make him a mere artisan. Being the son of a wealthy
Roman citizen of high social standing, living in Greek surroun-
dings, an intellectual atmosphere even, it is only naturel
that he should attend the university. The fact that he was a
Pharisee does not oppose this view, since the Greek lahéuage
was held in high esteem. One Rabbi is quoted as saying,"the
Greek language may in every respect be used"(l). Gamaliel's
son said,"there were 1000 students in my father's school, 500

of whom studied Greek wisdom and 500 Jewish law"(2).

(1) Laurie, Historical Survey, p.91.
(3) Hayes, Paul and His Epistles,p.34.
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The objection may be raised that Paul himself says,
1l Cor.23,4:"I came not with enticing words of man's wisdom". But
here he no doubt considers philosophy as foolishness in contrast
to God's word. Again 2 Cor.11,6:"Though I be rude in speech®,
may be urged. It is true, Timdrys , is a layman, without pro-
fessional training, but the meaning is, that he didn't possess
the oratorical finesse of the Greek orators. 1 Cor.2,1:"I came
not with excellency of speech or of wisdom". The manner of
Paul's preaching was determined by its matter and therefore,
he didn't adopt the arts of rhetoricians and philosophers.
This 1s also evident from 3 Cor.10,10:"His spsech contemptible".
The Judaizers at Corinth belittled his speech because he spoke
in a conversational manner and showed no oratory like Apollo,
Acis 18,28. Paul can very well have attended the university,
for his speeches do show similarities with those of the Greeks(l)
He shows knowledge of Roman and Greek law. He pleads his cause

at Rome and the opposing lawyers were no doubt as orafty as

they are today. He shows expert handling of the Greek language

at Athens (2). Ramsay thinks he preached in Latin at Lystra.

|
At Athenathe is able to hold the attention of the cultivated j
audience and quotes Greek authors. His few quotations of course,
are negligible to the many of his contemporaries, but hérmay i
have avoided such quotations because he despised them in com-
parison to God's word.

The feot that he uses the Judaistic mode of argumenta-
tion need not militate against the view that Paul studied at

a Gentile university, for that may be the influence of his

1) Expositor, vol. 14,(1917), p.338.
3 ngasman,'St.Paul;ﬁobertsan,Epoohs,p.160.
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early Jewish training. That Paul doesn't g:l.'ye more evidence
of his Greek education, mey be due to the fect that he did
not possess the artistic end poetical qualities for which
the 4reeks were so famous (1).

The coamopolh:ltan Paul thus received & most versatile
education, embracing a2ll subjects and studlies possible in
conformity with an orthodox view. An education by which he
could hold his own before Jew and Gentile, comuand ettention
before councils and governors and kings, whether Aramaic, or
Hebrew, Greek or Iatin. A knowledge of the Torah in the orig-
inal as well as the LXX, Greek classics as well as Roman law,
2 Hebrew of the Hebrews, a Hellenist to the Hellenists. "In
the mind of Paul 2 universalized Hellenism coslesced with &
universalized Hebraisn"(2). Vet primarily, he wss e Jew, with
the training and outlook of = Jew, & view strengthened and
fostered to the extreme by his Phnarissic trasining. That acec;tffzits
for the differsnce between Paul end other luminaries of the
age, Philo and Josephus, for instance.

\ Both of them Jews by birth, yet what a divergence
in their outlook on life. Both Jews of the Diaspora like Paul,
both grew up in cosmopolitan cities like Paul, But where Paul
kept aloof from the Gentilé influence of these cities, both
Philo and Josephus were not only aﬂéeted by 1t, but overcome
by it.

Philo lived in Alexandria, wvhere Gentile influenca

had broken dowvn the barriers of Jidaism to a greater extent

(1) Expositor,vol. 14, (1917),p.o588.
Ramsay, Cities of St. Paul,p.75.
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than in Tarsus. For Alexander, the Great, lived here and vas
probably able to realise his ambition, of universalizing his
dome.ins, more than elsevhere. Nevertheless, Philo received a
good Jewish education bit he also ceme under the direct in-
* fluence of Gentile learning and succumbed to 1t, especially
Platonism(l). His doctrine wes e combination of Greek learn-
ing and Jewish religicn (2), and in his Seriptural interpre-
tation, he imitated the allegorical method of the Stoies.

Josephus, likewise attempted to zccommodate his
Jewish religion to heathen tastes and prejudices. But while
Paul's education was in no degree inferior, he remainéd un-
affected by Greek philosophical speculations. Born in a pious
home which was out of sympathy with the Hellenizers, growing
up at headquerters of Judaism and Pharisaism, he came forwvard

the foremost representative of the:nost prominent school, a

zealot for the law,

The question arises, whether Paul saw Jesus during
his atay in Jerusalem. Ve Inow that he was there, both before
and after Christ's work in Jeruszslem. 2 Cor. 5,156, is some=
times urged for an affirmstive snswer:"Vnerefor:henceforth
know we no men after the flesh; yea though we have known

Christ after the flesh, yet kriow we him no more'; Evald, for

instence,holds this view snd identifies Paul with the young
men.imo was peesent at Christ's capture (Mark 14,51f.) and who
esgaped (3). But this is mere fanoy. The passage quoted, hovever

if it refers to Paul, would mean that he had extended intexr-
‘1} Weber and Perry, Hist. of Pnilos.,P.l124e
)

2) Fischer, Beginnings of Christlanity,p.253.
Ewald, Geschichte d. Volked.Ibrael,vol.6,p.3356.




Ve

(14)
course with Jesus and that is not possible. The most satis-

-

factory solution would seem to be, to take "we"™ in this pass-
age, as refering to the vhole Christiean community wino had

seen Christ. Ead:PRul been in Jerusalem at the time of christ!
we would expect to hear about him. He would have referred to
it as the ground of his remorse, instead of expressing hie
sorrow for his pppesition merely to Christ's followers (1 Hor.
15,9.,Acts 22,20.). Though we need not exclude the possibility
of having heard qf chr:l.at, '

Before proceeding to his setivity in Jerusalem, it
may be well to call to mind what qualities Paul possessed
which would be directly beneficial for his apostolate. We must
mention first of all, that he vas:a Hebrew, q;f the tribe of
Benjamin. This as we have already seen, assured a thorough
instruetion in the law and kept him una.:t‘_fected by the Gentlle
speculations. His Jewish nationality, enabled h:-l.m to reach
audiences which a Gent:l.l*ould. not have reached. The example
of Titus will show how fanstical the Jews were:towazd a Gentile;
even winen Titus brought food to them, they grumbled. Likewise
being a Jew, he could useithe synagogs as a starting-place
and base from which to work. We call to mind the instant attedm |
the mob geve him on the steps of the tower Antonia (Acts 22), *
when he addressed #se thém in thelir tongue.

He was a Tarsian and consegently had growm up in a
cosmopolitan atmosphere. He ya.d. a verfect lmo!_rladge of the
Greek language and also understood the characteristics of the
Greeks better than & mere Jew. This is also seen from the
many references he n;a.kes to Greek customs., To a Greek audisnce,

he always emphasizes his Tarsian oitizenship. To Claudius *
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Lysies, for instence, after having told him first of his Roman
citizenship. Greek was the unlversal language o:nd. the command
of it enabled P2ul to carry on his m.i.ss:lona.:."y work over so
great an area. He was able to absorb the besy things in Greek
culture without forfeiture of his Pharisaic loyalty. Vhen he
spoke to the captain, Acts _21.57, he obtained license to address
the people and also removed the suspicion that he was that
dangerous Egyptian. It enabled him to speak to the cultired:
Grecks at Athens and to hold their attention, until ne mentioned
the resurrection, which was offensive to taen.

He was a Roman citizen anfl this too was of vital im-
portance. Paul vas proud of his Roman citizenship which he re-
ceived by birth, in contrast to Lysias, who had bought it at =2
high price. It was an indication of high socisl standing in

the provinces and of 2t least moderate wealth. It gavezPaul

certzin privileges. 'hen he was beaten and imprisoned uncon-
demmed, he caused the magistrates no little anxiety on his men-

tioning his Roman citizenship (Acés 16,35). Vaen the Jews nco- |

used him before Felix and Festus and he could get no satisfac=
tion, it enabled him to appeal to Caesar, where justice was
assured him (Acts 25,11). How much his mission-work would have
been hindered without Roman citizenship, is quite evident, for
in working among the Gent?,les. the Jews would heave glven h:lm
no end of trouble.

But all these advantages were'of no use in the ser-
vice of Jesus, because Paul was a Phnr:lse."aftér the straighte °
est sect of his religion”. In order to realize what this z..-.s:r-:':t.
it may be well to characterize the ‘harisaism of that age and

show how Paul's entire education, coupled with a natural zealous

L e
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disposition, ,was thrown against Jesus.

The Pharisees, in their special relation to God, con=-
sidered themselves lis chosen people wno would never be for-"
saken by Him. Even though,for the time being, they had come.
under !occabean rule (1), they did not despair, for taey awai-
ted the coming of thefiesslah, wino would reestablish their king-
dom and be their temporal ruler. They were mindful, of course,
of theffact that it was their sinfulness which brougat about
their destruction. For that reason, they endeavored all the more
to keep God'S:colmaddments, in an effort to hasten the llessieh's
coming. They knew that the time was at hand, wiich the numerous
uprisings and pseudo-messiahs cleerly show, But their right-
eousness and holiness, amounted to mere formalism and ceremon-
iaiism, as Christ says, 11ntt.23,23,:"Ye pay tithe of mint and
anice snd cumnin, and have ombtted the weightier matters of
the law, jJudgment, mercy, faith" and again,v.25:"Ye make clean
the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within are they

full of extortion sand excess". The ides was not to see how much,
but how little they could do and still keep within the outer
letter of the law.

It was among. such surroundings, tonat Pauvl grew up ,

and since he came from a pious home and wvas destined for the

rabbinate, he imbibed the same spirit and in his zeal and enthu=-
siasm, he surpessed all his contemporaries and even Gamaliel |
himself. Phil.3,6:"Touching the tighteousness ihich was in ihe |
law, he mws blemeless", Gal.l,l4:"Hc advanced above many of J
his Egikisy being more exceedinzly zealous of the traditions '

|

|

11) Already since 168 B.C., Fischer, Beginnings,p.2:8.
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of his fathers". And oonsedéntly, all his natural gifts and

endowments, were placed in the service of his God, whom he -.:

served ignorantly, in the extleme form of Pharisaism. His
feeling of religious superiority (Rom.2,19), impelled nim and
his sect, to carry the teachings far and wide, "compassing
sea and land, to make one proselyte", Matt.23.

It did not take long, lbwewvér; before ne cames in
contaot with the budding Christianity. It mas in the Cilician
Synagog, at Jerusalem, where we first hear of als contact
with the Christisns., Vhile they had been growing in numbers,
they were still ldyal to the temple and were not molested by
the Pharisees. All the opposition seems to have come from
the Sadducecs, Acts 4,1:;5,17, who did not believe in the
resurrection. But the Pharisees, followed Gamaliel's counsel,
nif it is not of Grd, nothing will become of it". But as the
church grew in membership, people began to realize, more and
nore, thet the old covenant was past. This was true, espec-
ially ofiothhe Hellenistic Jews, smong whom vas Stephen. He
was less entengled in the prejudices of Hebrew nationality
and h=d & fuller understanding of the Gospel, than even St.
Peter (cf. Acts 10),and the apostles had yet reached. And
as he 'preached. boldly, tnat the ceremoniel laws were only
transitory, and not essential to sa.lva.ti?n. and calling the
Sanhedrin "'betraf.i'a and murderers of men®", Acts 7,52, he
attacked the very heart of Pharisaism., o wonder, then, that
they gna;ahed their teeth and Paul, above all othei'a. in his
keen intelect, realized that this teaching of Jesus would

ultimately, lead to the downfall of the whole Pharisaic sys-
tem. Consequently, he put his whole heart and soul into the

G
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work or uprooting Christianity. It :I.s-qu:lta likely, uwnat
Paul, himself, wes among' those disputing with Stephen. For,
being a Tarsian, 1t is only natural to find him in the Cilicisn

Synagog end he tells us thet he "geve his vote against Stephen”.
So Stephen wais rushed out by mob violerce and stoned. Paul |
stood by, perhaps being in charge of the stoning,

But before nroceeding Wth the persecution, it may
be well to discuss two qv%t:l.ons. which arise here: whether
Paul vas & nenmber of the Sanhedrin and whether he was msrried.

We will dhewer the latter question first. In 1 Cor.
7,8, Paul says:"I say, therefore, to the unmarried and widows,
it is pood Tor them to remain even as I ", It is evident,
Daul wons not then merried; he chose thias state to be able to
gerve the Lord the better, 1 Cor.7,55. But he may hm.re been
marridd before and now been a widower. However, in 1 Cor.9,5,
Paul says, hie has & perfecf. rigat "to lead about a sister, a
wife, as well as the omér;.postles". We wouldn't expect this
gneech, if he already had been married. It is quite reason-
able, however, to say,"I have o right to merry etoc.", wihen
the readers know vhat his views were, from chapter 7, (if you
have continency, to serve the Lord the better ). This #eems
to indicate, though of course not conclusively, that Paul
was 8 celibate. However, when we take into consideration
the circumstances, causing this statement, we may arrive at
a more definite conclusion. The Corinthians, especially the

.'.l'ewih element, it seems, doubted Paul's apostleship, for

gseveral reasons, for he later on uses 0.T. illustrations cs

proof. They said he was no apostle, because he had not seen

Christ; he absteined from marriage, which was unusual among
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the Jews; the Talmud says,"He that does not marry is no man®(1);
he accepted no support, as though he were o-onsc:lous of the
fact thet he had no pretensions to the apostolic office. In
reply to these charges, Peul now answers that he could marry,
if he so chose (v.5); he did see Christ; ue could accept
support, not only for himself, but also for his family, if
he hed one (v.6), just as the other workers (except Barnabss),
were being supported (vl:?.), How, if Paul had been merely &
widower, they would not have objected to his unmarried state.
Ramsay (2) would also find a proof in Paul's continuasl refer=-
ence to his Pharissism. It secms sorie of the Sadducees, fol-
lowved the Roman custom and remained unmarried. The Jews, then,
seeing that Paul was unmarried, al.ays took him for a Sadducee
and therefore, Yaul's continuzl insistence on his Pharisaiasm,
Hore, likewise, we wouldn't cxpect objection, if Paul had
been = widower at the time, Finally, a widowrer would not de
called avievins ,Acts 7,58.

It vas not unheard of:for a nan, wao hnd the gift
of continency, like Paul, to remain unmarried, %o serve tie

Lord the better. We have the example mentioned, of Rabbi As=i,

wvio toolz no wife and sald, "my soul cleaves to the law® let :
others see-to the upbuilding of the world" (3). If Paul had

been merried, we would exnect to have some reference to his

wife and children. Then we have the testimony of the Church
Tatiers. Clement of Alexandrias, says, in connection witah 1 Cox. :
9,5, ;'Et Paulus guidem certe non veretur in guodam epistola |

susm appelare conjugem, quam non circumferebat......" (4). r

Hesting's B.D,, Brriage,par.9.
Expositor, 1900 vol.2. '1.301.
Expositor, 19J0,vol.2.,m.501,
Ante-Niceneo Fatlmrs. Stromata,3,6.
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He is the only one to affirm that, Tertullian, Hilary,
Fpiphanes, and Jerome deny that Paul was merried.

Ags for the first question, whether Paul belonged

to the Sanhedrin or not, we must consider Acts 26,1):ed7av m'i,".f‘,m :
yAdov , "I cast uy vots against them". Literally, the vote

of a judge. From thie it would seem that Paul was amember
of the Ssnhedrin. However, the "voting", may also be taken
in the sense of «wWiv¥oxilV 15 averpide, Acts 8,1,"to consent to
his dezth" (1). In that cnse Paul was not a member. The Ssn-
hedrin, as a rule, was composed of mature =2nd influential men
who were members of hig.~-priestly families. It does not seem
that Paul, a etewvias§ , would be eligible. Then, in Acts
23,5, Paul does not recognize the high-priest, which we would
expect, if he were a member of the Sanhedrin. Finally, it
gecmg, that the members of the Sanhedrin had to be married .‘
and have o family (2). So, then, it seems,that Paul was neiter
‘married, nor did he belong to the Sanhedrin,

Continuing the activity of Paul in Jerusalem, we
find him at the height of his persecuting sctivity, He was .
detcrmined to blot out this vicious heresy. It was a matter
of conscience with him, Acts 26,9. e was serving hie Ypod
and Acts 8,3,"1laid waste the church, entering eviry house”,
drageing them out with full approval of the Senhedrinz, Acts
26,10. Some he punished, some he forced to blaspheme Christ,
sone he put to death, Acts 26,10f, ii‘_o doubt all 's':hq had

been stopped by Gemaliel's counsel,before, now rajaiced and N
rallied ebout P=ul. |

il! Fxpositor's E.T..ﬁc;ﬁertsonfﬁpocha.
2) Co

nybeare andviowson, Quotation, p.7l.
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Paul \';a.s exceedingly mad against then, .he ve.8
* not satisfied with any half-way measures. "He perseouted
them even to strange cities", Acts 26,11, His zeal was
beyond measure, Gel.l,13. How far Paul wves heard ofi’end
feared, 1s seen trher; he went to Dammscus and Ananies hesi-
‘tated to go to the man "who had done so much evil to the
.saints in .Terusa.lem'.' Acts 9,13. "Saul, yet breathing out
threatenings and slaughter", got_ letters from the High~
nriest, enabling him to.pursue the fleeing dise:l.ple;. nyno
were of this wa.y:", in Damascus. The Ghrisi‘.:la.ns had }:een
definitely set epart from the Jewish church and were re-
cognized as .a distinet sect now.

The Sanhedrin was able to give this nower, because
Demagcus wvas under Romen jurisdiction and had such special
rrivileges. Or even if Damascus was under the rule of Aretas,
he, befng e Jew, would not interfere. Besides Paul could

depend on receiving assistance from the Jews in IDamascus.

Ve know that, cspecially among the women, there were many
proselytes there (1).

Paul was determined tc uproot this heresy in the
service of his God. Aots 9,1: Bumiwv amrecAWs , threaten-
ing end murdering were, a8 it were, the very atmosphere
which he breathed, persecuting with such fury, as though
he were & -savage, bloodthirsty and enraged nonster. If it
had been possible for man to annihilate the church, Paul

would have surely done it.
{1) Josephus, w=rs, 2,20,2.
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VII. And thus, confident of victory, in the very height
of his persecution, mindful only of one thing, to annikilate
this sect in the service of his God, he approached Damascus.
"And suddenly there shined round about him e light from heaven”,
in which he saw Jesus, "and he fell to the earth and heard a
volce saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And
he said, Yho art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus, waom thou
nersecutest". Vhat a feeling of awe, what horror, must have
seized Paul as he heard jhe voice of Him, wnom he thought dead.
And not only that, but Jesus reveals his intimate relation
with that despicable sect, which Paul was bqnt on destroying.
Jesus considers it a persecution of himself. He adds "it is

hard for thee to kick against the pricks", Acts 9,3-5, The

illustraticn is taken from the oxen, who, when driven by a
goad, resist by kicking, injuring no one, however, but them-
selvea, Paul vas fighting againat the gospel, resisting the
teaching of Jesus, attempting to uproot the kingdom of grace,
but Jesus, the Mightier, overcomes the mighty. He, the Guar-
dien of his flock, steps intd Paul's vath and tells him that
it is hard, yes, impossible, to destroy the church by his
nthreatenings and slaughter". There lay Paul, his power broken;
Jesus had overcome him and teken him into His service. And now,
Paul's hate is replaced by love, and the gospel becomes the
goad, to lead him on henceforth, to still greater activity,in
¥he service of his mester, Jesus. Already the next words which
Paul, trembling and astonished, utters, "what wilt thou have
me do?", are an indication of faith. Paul now realized wheat he

had done, saw the truth. All his previous activity and perse-

L | - —.
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cution, with vhich he was striving to serve his God, were in |
rezlity, a persecution of Jesus, the Son of God. llow he places
all his ability and power and resources, into the service of

" Jesus.

Various interpretetions bhave been suggested for what
had tsken place. So much is admitted by all: Paul was persecu=-
ting the church before he weny to Damascus, and efterwards,
became the most ardent servant of God.

In the first place, regarding the alleged discrepan-
cies, in the different acoounts, Acts 9,1-9; 22,6-16; 26,12-
18, These do not prove Iuke's unreliability as an historian,
as Bacon says. The standing speechless of those with him in
the one case and falling down to the ground, in the other,
offers no difficulty, because both actually took place. They
stood speecchless and they fell to the ground. With reference_
to the hearing and not hearing, the wording is different in
each case. Acts 9,7, "hearing T4s ¢wvys " (genetive), hearing
the sound, and Acts 22,9,"not hearing riv gwvnv " (accusative)
not understanding the sense, is quite in hermony with Greek
usege.

Some would base an argument on Rom, 7,(1). Paul, as
e Pharisee, wanted to keep the law. But BHairiésliged that mere
outward observance was not sufficient. Therefore, tormented
by a feeling of guilt, he sought relief in persecuting the
Christiens. But still he found no peace. Then seeing the bray-
ery of the disciples, he began to have doubts and thus.the

(1) IoGiffert, ApostoIIc Age, p.121; Defssman, Paul,p.i122.
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law became his seho.olmat.er &nd he was ready for the vision.
But ¥hi& explanation does not hold. Paul novhere shows a feel-
ing of guilt, in fact the exact ppposite iz the case. He was
perfect so far as Pha.r:l.r.se.io righteousness was concerened. And
the paseage cited in Romans 7,7-25, refers to the struggle
between flesh and spirit, after s regeneration. Paul could
not nerseoute people toward‘ whom he was favorably inclined,
because of his sincerety and "he did it in ignorance"l Tim,.1l,13..

" An explanstion is proposed on the bagis of 2 Cor.
12,1-8, the recurrent melady, and Gal.4,14,08% Rgsnricwrs nyon
did not spit out", mpitting out, indicating epilepsy, during
wiich attack, he had an hallucinzation. But in 2 Cor.12,1-8,
Paul distinguishes between "visions" and "buffetings of saten”,
end in Gal. 4,14, "spitting out", is used figuratively, as ;
meaning, "you did not reject me". Consecuently, this explans-
tion falls.

With reference to all other maturalistic interpreta-
tions, suggested by Renan and others, which would make -:l.t
epilepsy, hallucinetion, ophthalmis, lightning, thunderstorn,
heat, doubts, or a combination of these, we must hold: First,
the conversion was not the fruit of reaséning, but came unfor-.
seen and sudden, due to God's grace (Gal.l,12-15; 1 CGor.l5,10).
Secaond, he had no doubts, he was not acting against ais better
conscience (basing this argument on the goad ). He was halted
by Christ when his fury was at its height (Gal.l,13915; 1 Tim.
1,13), and Paul says, he carried on the persecution in ignor-
ance. He 1s penitent for his sin, bﬁt nowhere for acting
against his better conscience. Third, Paul saw Christ as the

(B -
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other apostles saw him, (1 Cor.9,1), Christ eppeared to him,
(1 Cor.15,8), as he mppeared to Peter and James;i¢0y mym.
is the IXX technical expression for the appearance of the
Divinity (1). Fourth, Paul heard Christ's voice and understood
his words (Acts 9,4-6; 22,7-10; 26,14=18). The psychological
soul conflict argument of the Tuebingen School, would make
the scene at Damascus, the result of the conversion, rather
than the cause.

Paul came to Damascus. He had a knowledge of Christ's

life and death, "for it was not done' in a corner". The occurrence

at Damagcus, put a new meaning on his knowledge. Fo mere hallu-
cination would make a'ha.ter..\love Christ, especially not a man |
of Paul's character. It is evident that he saw Jesus and His
words of love and grace, were sufficient to convert Paul, from
‘.aatred to love and faith in Jesus. It is clearly and purely a
miracle. The conversion was essentiaclly the same as that of
every other person, it was God's work throu_gh his word, law=
"Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me®, gospel="I em Jesus",
the Savior. But in Paul's case the gospel vas brought directly,
by Jesus Himself, not by Hie ministers, and upon this fact, this
immediateness, Paul is willing to stake his vhole life; upon
it he bzses his apostolic authority.

It is rather difficult to :E':I:x the exacy ddte of the
conversion. We will attempt to furnish an approximate date, on
the basis of an inscription found et Delphi (2). According to
this, Gallio was Prooonsul of Achala. From this and other data,

2 :Be.:r.'ton, Archeology and. the Pible, p.510,ed.4.
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it can be deduced that this letter was writien c. 52 A.D.
fallio, must have come theie (Acts 18,12),c. A,D." 51. Paul
wes in Corinta 18 months (Acts 18,11) and it seews to wsuply
that the lerzer part of Paul's stay was over when Gallio got
there. So Paul nust nave reached Corinth, ¢. 50 A.D, end the
Council at Jerusalem (Acts 15), not later than 49 A.D. Since,
according to Gel.2,1, this visit occurred 14 years after tae
visit which followed his return from Damascus, Paul must have
gone td Jerusalem no later than 36 A.D., and no earlier than
35. This visit was three yea..rs efter the conversion. Thus, mak-
ing ellowances for Jewish reckonings, we may assume that tae

conversion took place eround 32 A.D., &t any rate, no later

than 34 and possibly as early as 31 A,D.
Continuing the discussion of Paul, we note that after

Christ had appeared to him, he was blind and had to be led to
Damescus. There followed three days (Acts 9,9), in which "ae
was without sight and neither did eat nor drink", Forsaken, no

' doubt, so far as personal friends were concerned, for he had
deserted Judaism and the Christiens as yet feared him, Paul
must have felt great remorse and deep penitence for persecuting .
Jesus with such fury. But, nevertheless, he did not despair;
k"‘behold he prayeth", we read. He had seen the risen Savior and

accepted Him also as his Savior.

VIII. Already on the road,he said, "Lord vhat wilt thou
have me do? , and the Lord told him to arise and go into the
city and it ha.:!.l be told him what he must do". And so, spend=-
ing his time in prayer, he ewaited further revelation from tiie
Lord. Christ did not let him wait long, for he sent Ananias to .

;—-
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Paul, at the same time teli:lng Paul in a vision, that Ananias
was coming to restore his sight. Ananias cawme and placed his
hand upon Paul, that he may receive the Holy Ghost,i.e., in a
special measure, to do miracles (2 Cor. 12,12), and to signify
his apostleship. Paul received his sighnt and wes bantized.
Paul was now definitely set apart and commissioned to presch
the Gospel. He had been eom:!.asion;d already, when the Lord
appeared to him én the way, (Acts 9,6, of. 22,10) and told him
what is appointed for him to do, and later Paul tells Agrinna,
(Acte 26,15 f.), that Christ elready on the way told him it was
"for this, to make him a minister =nd.a witness". In Gal.l,15,
I’aullsays. Christ appeared to him just for that purpose, to preach
‘the Gospel, especially to the Gentiles. He was exceptionally
fitted for that purpose; 2ll his training and life, from the
tinme of his birth, was a preparation for his leater life as
apostle, to the Jews ns well as to the:Greecks. H-e was God's
chosen vessel for this purpose. Heving grown up in hostility
to Jesus, he was now, after Jesus appeared to nim in such a
gingular way, so much more prepared to undertake his difficult
mission. He glories in the fact that to him "wno is less than
the least of the saints, this grace given, that .'.a.e should
preach among the Sentiles, the unsearcheble riches of Carist"®,
Eph.3,8,.

After receiving hid sight, Paul at once sought the
fellowship of the Christians, "and straightway he I_)rea.ohed :
Christ crucified, in the synagogs, that he is the Son of God",
Aots 9,20. How long he preached Christ is not kmown. The sccount
in Acts evidently stops here and we must insert the fligkt %o
Arabia, Gal. 1,12ff, After a certain time, he returned again
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and the account in Acts 9,23, continues. He remained in Arabia
"three years", from the time he first left Jerusalem, figuring
according to Jewish methods, this would not necessarily mean
full years. lich has been conjectured &b to what Paul did in
Arabia. He may have gone to recover from the prostrating effect
of the conversion, because for a man to reverse his life so
suddenly, certainly cannot be thought of, without a physical
strain. He may also have gone for meditation and reflection,
like Jesus vas vwont to do. He may also have been engaged in
missionary work while there (1).

And now as we look at Paul, after his conversion, he
who persecuted nis God in ignorance, we see him sincerely peni-
tent; he calls himself "chief of sinners". Yet, how great is
his faith, "for me to live is Christ and to die :I.-s gain®., He
places 2ll his natural abilities and endovments, all his ideal
qualifications and powers into the service of his iaster. He
sees only Jesus, "the love of Christ constraineth us®". He is
willing to be thought beside animself, if so be, he succceds
in his ambition to nlease Jesus. He gave up everything for
Jesus, suffered all, no doubt epostate in his own family.and
cut off from the paternsl wealth. Ve finf him working at his
trade for support moet.of the time (1 Thess.2,9; 2 Thess.3,8).
He did, of course, receive contributions, the church at Philippi,
being the firet o eend money aund others followed. Ve know that
he had conmend of money, for Felix, evidently expected a bribe
(Acts 24,25); he had ais om lodging in Rome; the fial too, no
doubt, involved great expenditures. It has been tﬁouaht_thgt

Paul may have converted his family, leter on and thus brousit

(I) Fischer, Eginnings.p.ﬂ:ﬂ.
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_about & reconciliastion and again come into the possession of
the family resources. lHowever, nothing definite can be stated;
when he was &t Pome, for exsmple, he sends for his cloak, =
distance of about & thousand miles, so he may not have been
in such prosperous surroundings after all and mey have been
enﬁirely dependent upon contributions.

At any rate, Paul, at the time of his conversion,
we.s ready to forsske all for Jesus. Vnen he says, "why bresak
ye my heart" (Acts 21,13), he may have reference to his rele-
tions in Jerusalem. "He endures jeopardy every hour", is dying
daily, the sufferings of Christ ebound in-him, he had a thorn
in the flesh and, in short, suffered and endured everything,
And whet zeal he showed, cenvassing house to house, (Acts 20,20),
among both Jews end CGreeks,20,21, urging and persuading, with
a tenderness that reached to tears, 20,27=31. How he yearmed
to be with his Fellow=-christians! How sad he was, wien he
could not reach them! And when his end approaches and he is
imprisoned and foraakén. how he longs to be with Jesus! Vhat
confidence he expresses, "I know in whom I have believed", and
ne is ready and harpy to depart and be with Jesus, "for it is
very far better".

And thue, in looXing back, we see= set avart from the
time of his birth, led by God through various experiences and
finally, by a mirazculous revelation, made and cemmissioned that
chosen vessel of the Lord, who was to bear His name before the
Gentiles and Kings and the Caildren of Israel, the foremost
representative of Christ for all time, who heard things into
the third heaven not lawful to utter, yet the servant of eall

for Christ's sake, - the Apostle Paul,
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