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II. 

Our Lord, on His departure from thia earth, gave 

the great missionary oommancl, •Go ye therefore and. teaah all 

nations." Shortly after, we hear of small established. oongre­

gations~ of one heart and one soul., oontinuing sted.fastly in 

the apostles~ doctrine and fellowship and. in breaking of bread 

and. in prayers. However these conditions were restrioted to 

small oioles, for among the majority of the Jews, the gospel 

had. made little head.way. There were the Sad.d.ucees, the wealthy 

olass of Epicureans, denying resurrection and. jud.gment; there 

were the Pharisees, zealous for the law it is ti-ue, but haviDg 

an entirely oarnal oonoeption of it, resulting in mere formalism. 

The condition of the Jews of the Diaspora, under the influence 

of Hellenism, \Vas no better. Among the Gentiles the religious 

cond itions wer e still wors~. The old gods had. come into disuse, 

but in ·their place oame the work righteousness of philosophers 

among t he wealthy anti serious-mind.eel, while the common people 

were steeped in orass superstition and immorality. i:o bring 

the gospel to such a \Vorld, required. a man who was both a Jew 

and a Greek, to be able to reach these people; a Roman Citizen 

to receive protection; and above all, a man who had. been singu­

larly affected, in his innermost heart and soul, by the very 

appearance of Jesus himself. Suoh a man we have in the Apostle 

Paul. It is the object of this paper to show how his early life 

was a preparation of that chosen vessel of the Lord.. 

Geography plays a.n impor,ant part 1n a man's life 

and this was especially true ln the caae of St. Paul.. Hia 

birth in Tarsus, a cosmopolitan city of. a half million popul.a.­

tion, located at the junction of two great civilizations, had. 
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a direot influence in forming that versatile genious, who 

became all things to all men.Tarsus, the oapital. of CUicia, 

was situated on the Cydnus River between the snow-capped Tau­

rus mountain range and. t~e Kediterra.naa.n Sea. Though not qu~t• 

so favorably located ·as some of its neighboring cities, it 

became a great commercial center, because of the energy and 

ingenuity of its inhabitants. The lake below the city was 

transformed into a harbor. The famous Cilician Gates wer~ au.t 

through the Taurus Mountains, and Tarsus became the distribu-. 
ting center between two worlds, a bridge between Semitic and 

Greek-Roman oivilization. It is thus no vain boast when Paul 

oalls it "no mean oity", and. the inhabitants in general referred 

to it with a feeling of pride. 

Its hi3tory goes back to anoient times, some even 

identifying it with Tarshish of the Old Testament(l). The 

Tarsus of Paul, however, may be definitely stated to .begin 

with the reorganization into a Greek city-state under Antiochus 

Epiphanes (170 B.C.). He, according to Seleucid principle, 

planted a oolony of Je .. ,s here. It is quite possible that Pau1.•.s 

ancestry dates back to this time, although there followed sever­

al such reorganizations, the last one ta.king place under Antony~ 

whioh was then oonf'irmed by Augustus (42 B.C.). Tarsus now 

became a free city. 

The Jews in general kept themselves aloof from contam­

ination with the Gentiles. They probably composed one of the 

city t~ibes, as was the case in AlftlCNJdria, wherr"'\ribe was 

called "The Macedonians•. In this manner they could enjoy their 

Tarsian citizenship and still keep separate. Eaoh tribe like­

wise had jurisdiotion over its civil and criminal matters. 

{l) Ramsay: Cities of St.Paul, p. 118. 
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The Roman Government was frl,-mly toward these Jewa (1) 

and. respected their religious ac:ruplea with regard to army-
. 

servime and emperor-worship (except during the brief reign of 

Caligula). Perhaps also the presence of Athenodorus at the 

Roman court was instrumental in maintaining this friendship. 

On the return of Atbenodorua to Tarsus c. 15 B.C., be 

instituted reforms. He saw the defect of the democratic prin­

ciples of government and. introduced the oligucbic system. 

Property qualifications were made for Tarsian citizenship: 

Those who had none were dropped. Then within the property own­

ers, were the aristocrats who had Roman citizenship and. were 

members of the oligarchy, as a rule, wealthy and inf'luencial 

men (a). It is true, manumitted slaves were sometimes given 

Roman citizenship, but not at Tarsus at this time when Roman 

citizenship was so jealously guarded. 

In add ition to the commercial. importance of Tarsus, 

mus t be mentioned the university. It was the one case of a 

Greek university being controlled by a city. Itinerant teach­

ers came and demonstrated before the general public and if 

they could hold an audience, they were hire4. We have an ex­

ample of a similar case in Athens where Paul was considered 

such a person. With respect to the importance of the university, 

some would rank it above· even that of Alexandria and Athena, 

due no doubt to Strabo's reference (3). But we are cautioned 

not to misunderstand Strabo. Ramsay would refer its fame rather 

to the eagerness for study, the luge audiences and able teach-
~; •t:lc . 

era at Tarsus. Thia, then, was the birthplace of the future apostle 

l Josephus, Antiq.,16,6,a; 19,5,3. 
a) R(say, Cities of St.Paul, P.227. 
3) Strabo, Geography, 14,6,3. 
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I I I. Little is known regarding his anoestry. Likewise the 

date of bis birth is not definite, although it aan be plaaed 

a. l A.D. with a reasonable degree of oertainty. He was born 

in a striot orthodox familf, whioh evidently remained in alose 

touob wit~ Jerusalem. For Paul himself says he is a "Hebrew of 

the Hebrews", Phil. 3,5. This oannot mea;n mere desoent from 

Israelites or general adherenoe to the Jews' religion, as some 

have said, because in that case it would be useless repetition, 

as can be seen from the context. The phrase here means, Aramaia­

speaking Je\Vs. This is proved by Acts 6,1,i. "here a distination 

i s made between "Grecians and Hebrews", Grecians being the 

J ews who had succumbed to the Gentile influenoe, and Hebrews 

be ing those, who still spoke Aramaic. He was the "son of a 

Pha risee II by bir th. Some have . tried to refer this t ci anaestors 

in gene ral, denying that his father was a Pharisee. However, 

aooording to Galatians l,14,Trf.fltl"troTf.fr.t>'!J ~'1Ac.ur11~ ~"°"r\U,V 'J"COV 

-n..a-r•"•2• Jl•u lfCl\(1'111l""~ tri.w'+I , \fe see that this view is impossible. 

The word lrct"rflK~y, · indioates beredi tary tra.d.i tions of the 

family, as also the addition of µo~ shows, whereas mere 

adherence to national oustoma, would be BSP.resaed by~~-rr•e~(l). 

He was Qirouraoised on the eighth day and oalled Saul, probably 

in memory of the first great king, who was also a member of 

the tribe of Benjamin. - But sinoe his father ,1e.s a Roma.n oitiz~-11., 

he ul .;o rec ived u. Ro1aa.n :'lwt10 , a triple one in faot: praenomen, 

nomen, and cognomen. ~fe only hear of him by bis cognomen, 

Paul, whiob was the usual oustom. Roman aitizensbip being a 

privilege of the aristooraoy, we must oonolud.e that his father 

bad lived. in Tarsus for some time and was a member of the 

(l) Expositor's N.T. -- ---··-- - ------- ---
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nobility and. had at least moderate wealth. This is also ev1-

d~nt from the fact that, later on, he was able to send. his 

son to Jerusalem ·to study. 

We know still less of hiB mother, though she too 

came from a pious line, 2 Tim.1,3, and must have been a woman 

of force and character to reai- suoh a son (1). Whether or not 

they had any more children is not known, though they had one 

daughter, Aots 23,16, who later lived in Jerusalem and whose 

son was instrumental in saving Paul's life. 

Although born in the Diaspora and exposed to Greek 

life , Paul was essentially a Jew and olose relations were no 

doubt kept with Jerusalem. He reckons dates aooording to Jew­

ish cust oms; uses rabbinical traditions; his dialectic betrays 

Jewish tra ining, as also his command of the Aramaic d ia.leat(2). 

The fact t hu. t he \'la s a. Pharisee and tile son of a Phar.isee, 

would already indicate this, since we do not hear of these 

d i s tinctions among the Jews of the Diaspora (3). Then, too, 

his sister living in Jerusalem, would suggest a close bond 

1i1 ith the Jews. 

Perhaps it is t~is fact which accounts for the Giscala 

tradition. According to this tradition, Paul's parents lived 

in Gischa.la in Galilee and were carried off by the Roman Gen­

eral Varrus, c.4 B.C. This is untenabl• in view of Aots aa,3, 

whioh states that Paul was born in Tarsus. Zahn, however, 

thinks that there may be at least some truth to the tradition 

and suggests that this may be an abridgement •ta larger ref­

erence, where not Paul, ?ut only Paul's parents are said to 
' 
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(a,.) 

other apoatlea saw h1m,(l Cor.9,1)~ Chr1at app•red to him, 

(1 Cor.15,8), aa he app•red to Peter and �~ % �;�.�:�+ " "� aay.a 
is the LXX teohn1oal a:preesion for the, appea1'&D.Oe of the 

Divinity (1). Fourth, Paul heard Christ's voice and �u�n�d�e�r % �t�o�o�d� 

his words (.Acts 9,4-6i 22,,-loi 26,14-18). 'rhe �p % �y�a�h�o�l�o�s�i�o�a�l� 

soul c onflic., argument of the Tue bingen School, would make 

the aoene at �D�a�m�a�.�s�o�u % �,� the result of the conversion, rather 

than the cause. 

Paul came to Dama.sous. He had a knowledge of Ohrlst•a 
. 

life and death, •tor it was not dona in a corner•. ~e oaaurrenae 

at Da.ms.11ous, put a new J148BlliDS on his knowledge. B'o mere )lallu-
. . .. 

cination would l!l&ke a hater, love Christ, eapeoiall.J' not a DBD 

of Paul's cha.meter. It is evident that he saw Jesus and Hia 

v,orda of love and sraoe, were auffioient to convert Paul, from 

· .mtred to love and faith in Jesus. It 1a clearly, and purely a 

miracle. The conversion nas esaentially the aame. as tbat of 

every other peraon, it was God's work thJ,ough. his word, law­

•Saul, Saul, vihy dost thou perseou te. r.u, •, gospel-• I am Jesua •, 

the savior. ::eu.t in Paul's case the sospel •• broupt .directly, 

by Jesus Himself, not by His ministers, and upon �t�h�i % � fact, �t�h�i % � 

!mmediatenesa, Paul 1s willing to stake his whole lifei upon 

it he bases his apostolic authority. 

It is :rather difficult to fix the exao_t Ma of the 

conversion. we will attempt to furnish an approUMte date, on 

the bas~• of an inscription found at Delphi (2) • .Accord.lng to 

this, Gallio was Prooonaul ot .Achaia. l'rom this and other data, 

(i )· Delsaman, Paul ,p .• 120. 
(2J :83.rton, Archeoloo and the lible, p.510,ed.4. 
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it oan be deduced tbat this letter waa written o. 52 A.D. 

Ga.llio, must he.ve omAe t he1e (.Aote 18,12),o. A.D.·51. Paul 

was in Corinth 18 n10nths (Acta 18,ll) and it aemas to imply 

that the le.rs er pa.rt of Paul' a atay t'IB.B over when Galli o sot 

there. So Paul must have reaohed Corinth, o. 60 A.D. and the 

Counoil at Jerusalem (~tli 15), not later tban 49 .Al.D. Sinoe, . 

aco ording to Ge.l ~ 2 , l, th1a vi-alt occurred 14 yeara after ta.a 

vial t which followed hia return from Damaoua, Paul umat have 

gone tci Jeruaalem no later tban 36 A.D., and no ear~ier than 

35. This. visit waa three years attar the conversion. Thus, mak­

i ng allowances f or Je1'lish reokonlqs, we may assume tbat ~e 

oonveralon took place e.rounl 32 A.D., at any rate, no later 

than 34 and possibly as ea~ly aa 31 A.D • 
. 

Continuing the dlacuaaion ot Paul, we note thaj; after 

Christ had appeared to him, ha na blind and had to be le.4 to 

D.?.maacua. There followed thre.e ctaya (.Aota 9, 9), ~ whioh •he 

,ma without sight end neither did eat nor drink•,. ~oraa.Jcen, no 

doubt, ao tar as personal friends were concerned, tor he had 

deserted .l'Lldaiam and the Christiana a■ yet teared him1 Paul 

must have felt sreat remorse and deep penitence t.or perseoutiq . 

Jeaµa v,ith suoh f'ury. Bit, nevertheleaa, he 414 not deapairi 

•behold he prayethn, we read. He had seen the risen Savior and .. 
accepted Him also as hia Savior. 

VIII. Already on the road,he aaid, nLord wbat wilt thou 

have me do,=· . ancJ, ~e Lord told him to arise and so into the 

city and it shall be told him wbat he must do•. 4114 ao, spend• 

ing his time in prayer, he awaited further reYelaticm tram tll.ti 

Lord. Christ did not let him wai-t lons, tor he een-t .All&Dia■ to . 
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Paul, at tne aame time tellf.lrg Paul 1n a T1alon, that .Anania■ 

waa coming to restore hia alpt. Ammiaa oame and. placed hi■ 

hand upon Pe.ul, that he may receive the H~ly <ILoat,i.e., ln a 

apeoial measure, to do miraolea (2 dor. 121 12) 1 and to aignif'y 

1118 apostleship. Paul reoe1ved h1a sigl\t and n.a baptized. 

Paul was now definitely aet apart and oomtdsaioned :to preach ... 
the Gospel. He had been commiasloned already, when the Lord . . . 
e.ppeared to him dn the '\'fB.7, (Ao ta 9, 6, cf'. 22, 10) and told him 

,7hat 1a appointed f'or h1m to do, and later Paul tells Agrippa, 

(Acta 26,15 f'. ), that Christ a lready on the way told him it 'ff&■ 

•tor thia,to make him a minister ~nd-!a witneaa•. In Ga.l.1 1 16, 

Pau*°9ays, Christ appeared to hlm 3uat tor that pu:rpoae, to preach 

· the Gospel, especially to the aent1lea. He was amept1onally 

fitt ed for that purposei all his training and llf'e, from the 

time of his birth, y,aa a preparation tor hie later llf'e aa 

apostle, to the J'e\YB aa \Tell a a to thenGreeka. He •• Ood' a . 
chosen vessel for this purpose. 'Hav1ns grown up ln hostility 

to Jesus, he \'BB now, after .Teaua appeared to 41m ill such a 

s ingular way, so much more prepared to undertake his d1f'f'1cult 

mission. He glories in the f'aot that to him !\fiho la leas than 

the least of' the salnta, this srace given, that he should 
. 

preach among the Gentiles, the unsearchable rlohea of' Chriat•, 

Eph.3,8. 

After rece1:v1ng hill alsb,t, Paul. at once sought the 

fellowship of' the Chrlatlana, "and atra1ptway he ~reached 

Christ cruclf'led, :ln the aynasosa, that he la the Son of' 004•, . . 
Aota 9,20. How long he preached ·mu-1st la not known. The account 

ln Aats nldently stops here and. we must ln■ert the f'llpt t o 

Arabia, Clll. l,12f'f'. A:f'ter a certa1D time, he returned aga.111 
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and the aooount in Aota 9,23, oontlnuea. He renamed in AZ'abla 

•three yeara•, from the time h~ f1rat left Jeruaalem, figuring 

aocording ,to Jewish methods, thia would not neoeaaarily mean 

full yeara. Jlloh haa been c on.1 eoture4 a to what ilaul 414 in 

Arabia. He~ haTe gone to reooTer from the proatratlng affeot 

of the. oonTeraion, beoauae for a man to reverae hla life ao 

suddenly, a ertalnly cannot be th_ousb,t of, wl thout a pllyalcal · 

strain. He may alao haTe sone for meditation and reflection, 

like Jesus waa WDt to· do. He may also haTe been enpge4 in 

missionary \?Ork while there (1) • 

.And now as we look at Paul, after hia conversion, he 

\Tho peraeouted hia God in 1porance, we aee him sincerely peni­

tent; he oalls himself "chief of ainnera•. Yet, how great ia 

hia faith, •tor me to 3.iwe 1a Ohr1at and to die la pin.a. He 

places all hia natural abilities and endowment■, all h1a ideal 

quali~icationa and powers into the service of his Ill.star. He 

sees only Jesus, •the love of Ohriat conatmineth us•. Re 1a 

willing to be thouab,t beside h imself, if ao be, he succ~e4-

1n his ambition to pleaae .resua. He g&Te up everything for 

Jesus, suffered all, no doubt apostate in h1a own family-and 

out off from the paternal v,eal'th. We flna him worldns at llia 

trade for support moat . of the time (l 'l'heas.2,9; 2 'l'heaa.3,8). 

He did, of course, receive contributions, the church at Philippi, 

being the first t o send money an.,_ others followed. We know tbat 

he had cor.Ull!.lld of money, for ~elix, evidently expeoted a bribe 
r. 

(Aots 24,25); he had his own lodgiq in Rome. the t"}al too, no 

doubt, involTed great expenditures. it l1aa beftn t11ought tbat . . 
Paul :r-1ay have converted his family, later on Blld thus brcut,.i!.t 

(1) f!acher, !esinnlnsa,p.818. 



~about a reconoil1at1on and apin oome into the poaseaaion at 

the family reaouroea. However, no~hing definite oan be stated; 

when he wa.a a t P.ome, tor example, he aenda tor h1a cloak, a 

d:lstanoe of' about a thouaand miles, a.o he •Y not have been 

in such prosperous aurroundinsa attar all and ma,y .baTe been 

entirely dependent upon contributions. 

A:f; ,:-r,.ny rate, Paul, at tb:e t1Jne of' his conTeraiOD, 

\1a.B 2.•eady to forsake all t.or J'eaua. When he aaya, •why break 

ye. my heart• (Aots 81,13). he may h&Te reterenoe to his rela­

tions in Jerusalem. "Ke endures .1 eopardy every hou:r• 1 ia dying 

daily• the aufterine;a of Christ abound in •him, he had a thorn 

in the fleah and, in ahort, suffered and endured eTeryth1ng • 

.And v111e.t zeal he aholYed, canvaaa1ns house to house, (Aota 20,20).. . 
amons bot h Jews and Greeka,20,21, urging and persuading, with 

a t endemesa that reached to tears., 20,27-31. How he yeamed 

to be with his Fellou-chriatianal How •d he was I wl1.en he 

could not reach them! .And when his end approaches and he 1a 

i:N.priaoned and forsak en, hew, h e longs to 1?• with Jesual ubat 

confidence he expreaaea, •~ know in whom I .baTe belieTed•, and 

i1e 1a ready and har py to depart and be with Jeaua, •tor it 1a 

very tar better•. 

And thus, in looJUng baak, we see- set apart from the 

time of his birth, led by God through various experienoea and 

f1:r:aall.y, by a m1:raouloua rnelation, made a.114 oemm1aa1one4 that 

chosen Teauel of the Lord. who Tia& to bee.r Hie name before the 
. 

aentilea and K:lne;a and the Children of Israel, the foremoat 

representative o't Christ for all time, who h•r4 thinge into 

the third heaTen not lawful to utter, yet the aa":r'Vailt of all 

for Christ•• aake, - the Apostle Paul. 
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