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1. Our Lord, on His departure from this earth, gave
the great missionary command, "Go ye therefore and teach all
nations;" Shortly after, we hear of small established congre-
gations, of one heart and one soul, continuing stedfastly in
the apostles! doctrine and fellowship and in breaking of bread

and in prayers. However these conditions were restricted to

small cicles, for among the majority of the Jews, the gospel
had made little headway. There were the Sadducees, the wealthy
class of Epicureans, denying resurrection and judgment; there |
were the Pharisees, zealous for the law it is true, but having

an entirely carnal conception of it, resulting in mere formalism.
The condition of the Jews of the Diaspora, under the influence

of Hellenism, was no better. Among the Gentiles the religious
condiitions were still worse. The old gods had come into disuse,

but in their place came the work righteousness of philosophers
among the wealthy anu serious-minded, while the common people

were steeped in crass superstition and immorality. To bring

the gospel to such a world, required a man who was both a Jew

and a Greek, to be able to reach these people; a Roman Citizen

t0 receive protection; and above all, a man who had been sinéu-
larly affected, in his innermost heart and soul, by the very |
appearance of Jesus himself. Such a man we have in the Apostle
Paul. It is the object of this paper to show how his early life

was a preparation of that chosen vessel of the Loxd.

oy Geography plays an important part in a man's life
and this was especially true in the case of St. Paul. His
birth in Tarsus, a cosmopolitan city of a half million popula-

tion, located at the junction of two great civilizations, had

_



(2)
a direot influence in forming that versetile genious, who
became all things to all men.Tarsus, the ocapital of Cilicia,
was situated on the Cydnus River between the snow-capped Tau-
rus mountain range and the Mediterranean Sea. Though not quite
s0 favorably located as some of i1ts neighboring cities, it
became a great commercial center, because of the energyv and
ingenuity of its inhabitants. The lake below the city was
transformed into a harbor. The famous Cilician Gates were ocut
through the Taurus Mountains, and Tarsus became the distribu-
ting center between two worlds, a bridge between Semitic and

Greek-Roman civilization. It is thus no vain boast when Paul

calls it "no mean city", and the inhabitants in general referred
to 1t with a feeling of pride.

Its history goes back to ancient times, some even
identifying it with Tarshish of the 0ld Testament(l). The
Tarsus of Paul, however, may be definitely stated to begin
with the reorganization into a Greek city-state under Antiochus
Epiphanes (170 B.C.). He, according to Seleucid principle,
planted a colony of Jews here. It is quite possible that Paul®s
ancestry dates back to this time, although there followed sever-
al such reorganizations, the last one taking place under Antony,
which was then confirmed by Augustus (43 B.C.). Tarsus now
became a free city. '

The Jews in general kept themselves aloof from contam-
ination with the Gentiles. They probably composed one of the
city tfibes, as was the case in Alexandria, wharzk%ribe was
called "The Macedonians". In this manner they could enjoy their
Tarsian citizenship and still keep separate. Each tribe like-
wise had jurisdiction over its oivil and oriminsl matters.

T1) Ramesay: Cities of St.Paul, p. 118.
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The Roman Government was friendly toward these Jews (1)

and respected their religious scruples with regard to army-
servige and emperor-worship (except duéing the brief reign of
Caligula). Perhaps also the presence of Athenodorus at the
Roman court was instrumental in maintaining this friendship. |

On the return of Athenodorus to Tarsus c. 15 B.C., he
instituted reforms. He saw the defect of the democratic prin-
ciples of government and introduced the oligarchic system.
Property qualifications were made for Tarsian citizenship.
Those who had none were dropped. Then within the property own-
ers, were the aristoorats who had Roman citizenship and were
members of the oligarohy, as a rule, wealthy and influencial
men (2). It is true, manumitted slaves were sometimes given
Roman citizenship, but not at Tarsus at this time when Roman
citizenship was so jealously guarded.

In addition to the commercial importance of Tarsus,
must be mentioned the university. It was the one case of a
Greek university being conirolled by a city. Itinerant teach-
ers came and demonstrated before the general public and if
they could hold an audience, they were hired. We have an ex-
ample of a similar case in Athens where Paul was considered 1
such a person. With respect to the importance of the university,
some would rank it above even that of Alexandria and Athens,
due no doubt to Strabo's reference (3). But we are cautioned

not to misunderstand Strabo. Ramsay would refer its fame rather

to the eagerness for study, the large audiences and able teach- |

ers at Tarsus. This, then, was the birthplace of the future apostie

1) Josephus, Antiqg.,16,6,3; 18,5,3.
B; Résay, Cities of St.Paul, P.337,

3) Strabo, Geography, 14,6,3.
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ITX. Little is known regarding his ancestry. Likewise the

date of his birth is not definite, although it ocan be placed

c. 1 A.D. with a reasonable degree of certainty. He was born

in a strict orthodox family, whioch evidently remained in oclose
touch with Jerusalem. For Paul himself says he is a "Hebrew of
the .Hebrews", Phil.3,5. This cannot mean mere descent from
Israelites or general adherence to the Jews' religion, as some
have sald, because in that case it would be useless repetition,
as ocan be seen from the context. The phrase here means, Aramaic-
speaking Jews. This is proved by Acts 6,1, where a distinction
is made between "Grecilans and Hebrews", Grecians being the

Jews who had succumbed to the Gentile influence, and Hebrews
being those, who still spoke Aramaic. He was the "son of a
Pharisee” by birth. Some have tried to refer this te ancestors
in general, denying that his father was a Pharisee. However,
according to Galatians 1,14,mepieaoTipws §9Awris Indpywy TV
nap k3 yeo apad 6 TEWV | we gee that this view is impossible.
The word TaTpIKGiY, indicates hereditary traditions of the
family, as also the addition of w00 shows, whereas mere
adherence to national customs, would be ezpressed bynaTpeass (1).
He was @ircumcised on the eighth day and called Saul, probably
in memory of the first great king, who was also a member ol

the tribe of Benjamin.- But since his father was & Romen citizen,
he also received ¢ Roman neme, a triple one in faot: praesnomen,
nomen, and cognomen. We only hear of him by his cognomen,

Paul, which was the usual custom. Roman citizenship being a
privilege of the aristocracy, we must conclude that his father

had lived in Tarsus Ffor some time and was a member of the

e w e - - -

(1) Expositor's N.T.
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nobility and had at least moderate wealth. This is also evi-
dent from the fact that, later on, he was able to send his
son to Jerusalem to study.

We know still less of his mother, though she too
came from a pious line, 2 Tim.l1l,3, and must have been a woman
of force and character to rear such a son (1). Whether or not
they had any more children is not knoyn, though they had one
daughter, Acts 233,16, who later lived in Jerusalem and whose
son was instrumental in saving Paul's life.

Although born in the Diaspora and exposed to Greck
life, Paul was essentially a Jew and close relations were no
doubt kept with Jerusalem. He reckons dates according to Jew-
ish customs; uses rabbinical traditions; his dialectic betrays
Jewish training, as also his command of the Aramaic aialect(2).
The fact that he was a Pharisee and the son of a Pharisee,
would already indieate this, since we do not hear of these
distinctions among the Jews of the Diaspora (3). Then, too,
his sister living in Jerusalem, would suggest a close bond

with the Jews.

Perhaps it is this fact which accounts for the Giscala

tradition. According to this tradition, Paul's parents lived
in Gischala in Galilee and were carried off by the Roman Gen-
eral Varrus, c.4 B.C. This is untenable in view of Acts 33,3,
which states that Paul was born in Tarsug. Zahn, however,
thinks that there may be at least some truth to the tradition
and suggests that this may be an abridgement 0f e larger ref-
erence, where not Paul, but only Paul's parents are said to
1) Robertson, EPOGHS,pP.9% - —

2) Deissman, St.Paul,p.l3. .
3) Zahn, Paulus, Realencyclopedie.
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it can be deduced that this letter was writien c. 52 A.D.
fallio, must have come theie (Acts 18,12),c. A,D." 51. Paul
wes in Corinta 18 months (Acts 18,11) and it seews to wsuply
that the lerzer part of Paul's stay was over when Gallio got
there. So Paul nust nave reached Corinth, ¢. 50 A.D, end the
Council at Jerusalem (Acts 15), not later than 49 A.D. Since,
according to Gel.2,1, this visit occurred 14 years after tae
visit which followed his return from Damascus, Paul must have
gone td Jerusalem no later than 36 A.D., and no earlier than
35. This visit was three yea..rs efter the conversion. Thus, mak-
ing ellowances for Jewish reckonings, we may assume that tae

conversion took place eround 32 A.D., &t any rate, no later

than 34 and possibly as early as 31 A,D.
Continuing the discussion of Paul, we note that after

Christ had appeared to him, he was blind and had to be led to
Damescus. There followed three days (Acts 9,9), in which "ae
was without sight and neither did eat nor drink", Forsaken, no

' doubt, so far as personal friends were concerned, for he had
deserted Judaism and the Christiens as yet feared him, Paul
must have felt great remorse and deep penitence for persecuting .
Jesus with such fury. But, nevertheless, he did not despair;
k"‘behold he prayeth", we read. He had seen the risen Savior and

accepted Him also as his Savior.

VIII. Already on the road,he said, "Lord vhat wilt thou
have me do? , and the Lord told him to arise and go into the
city and it ha.:!.l be told him what he must do". And so, spend=-
ing his time in prayer, he ewaited further revelation from tiie
Lord. Christ did not let him wait long, for he sent Ananias to .

;—-
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Paul, at the same time teli:lng Paul in a vision, that Ananias
was coming to restore his sight. Ananias cawme and placed his
hand upon Paul, that he may receive the Holy Ghost,i.e., in a
special measure, to do miracles (2 Cor. 12,12), and to signify
his apostleship. Paul received his sighnt and wes bantized.
Paul was now definitely set apart and commissioned to presch
the Gospel. He had been eom:!.asion;d already, when the Lord
appeared to him én the way, (Acts 9,6, of. 22,10) and told him
what is appointed for him to do, and later Paul tells Agrinna,
(Acte 26,15 f.), that Christ elready on the way told him it was
"for this, to make him a minister =nd.a witness". In Gal.l,15,
I’aullsays. Christ appeared to him just for that purpose, to preach
‘the Gospel, especially to the Gentiles. He was exceptionally
fitted for that purpose; 2ll his training and life, from the
tinme of his birth, was a preparation for his leater life as
apostle, to the Jews ns well as to the:Greecks. H-e was God's
chosen vessel for this purpose. Heving grown up in hostility
to Jesus, he was now, after Jesus appeared to nim in such a
gingular way, so much more prepared to undertake his difficult
mission. He glories in the fact that to him "wno is less than
the least of the saints, this grace given, that .'.a.e should
preach among the Sentiles, the unsearcheble riches of Carist"®,
Eph.3,8,.

After receiving hid sight, Paul at once sought the
fellowship of the Christians, "and straightway he I_)rea.ohed :
Christ crucified, in the synagogs, that he is the Son of God",
Aots 9,20. How long he preached Christ is not kmown. The sccount
in Acts evidently stops here and we must insert the fligkt %o
Arabia, Gal. 1,12ff, After a certain time, he returned again
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and the account in Acts 9,23, continues. He remained in Arabia
"three years", from the time he first left Jerusalem, figuring
according to Jewish methods, this would not necessarily mean
full years. lich has been conjectured &b to what Paul did in
Arabia. He may have gone to recover from the prostrating effect
of the conversion, because for a man to reverse his life so
suddenly, certainly cannot be thought of, without a physical
strain. He may also have gone for meditation and reflection,
like Jesus vas vwont to do. He may also have been engaged in
missionary work while there (1).

And now as we look at Paul, after his conversion, he
who persecuted nis God in ignorance, we see him sincerely peni-
tent; he calls himself "chief of sinners". Yet, how great is
his faith, "for me to live is Christ and to die :I.-s gain®., He
places 2ll his natural abilities and endovments, all his ideal
qualifications and powers into the service of his iaster. He
sees only Jesus, "the love of Christ constraineth us®". He is
willing to be thought beside animself, if so be, he succceds
in his ambition to nlease Jesus. He gave up everything for
Jesus, suffered all, no doubt epostate in his own family.and
cut off from the paternsl wealth. Ve finf him working at his
trade for support moet.of the time (1 Thess.2,9; 2 Thess.3,8).
He did, of course, receive contributions, the church at Philippi,
being the firet o eend money aund others followed. Ve know that
he had conmend of money, for Felix, evidently expected a bribe
(Acts 24,25); he had ais om lodging in Rome; the fial too, no
doubt, involved great expenditures. It has been tﬁouaht_thgt

Paul may have converted his family, leter on and thus brousit

(I) Fischer, Eginnings.p.ﬂ:ﬂ.

—
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_about & reconciliastion and again come into the possession of
the family resources. lHowever, nothing definite can be stated;
when he was &t Pome, for exsmple, he sends for his cloak, =
distance of about & thousand miles, so he may not have been
in such prosperous surroundings after all and mey have been
enﬁirely dependent upon contributions.

At any rate, Paul, at the time of his conversion,
we.s ready to forsske all for Jesus. Vnen he says, "why bresak
ye my heart" (Acts 21,13), he may have reference to his rele-
tions in Jerusalem. "He endures jeopardy every hour", is dying
daily, the sufferings of Christ ebound in-him, he had a thorn
in the flesh and, in short, suffered and endured everything,
And whet zeal he showed, cenvassing house to house, (Acts 20,20),
among both Jews end CGreeks,20,21, urging and persuading, with
a tenderness that reached to tears, 20,27=31. How he yearmed
to be with his Fellow=-christians! How sad he was, wien he
could not reach them! And when his end approaches and he is
imprisoned and foraakén. how he longs to be with Jesus! Vhat
confidence he expresses, "I know in whom I have believed", and
ne is ready and harpy to depart and be with Jesus, "for it is
very far better".

And thue, in looXing back, we see= set avart from the
time of his birth, led by God through various experiences and
finally, by a mirazculous revelation, made and cemmissioned that
chosen vessel of the Lord, who was to bear His name before the
Gentiles and Kings and the Caildren of Israel, the foremost
representative of Christ for all time, who heard things into
the third heaven not lawful to utter, yet the servant of eall

for Christ's sake, - the Apostle Paul,
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