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THE COKPANIONS GOF ST. PAUL

In treating a subject of this kimd it is natural to
‘ask the question: whom should we consider companions of the
Apostle Paul? If we were.to consider all those men and women
who at variops times were his coworkers and iriends, we would
have a work which would fill volumes. For this reason I will
deal with those men only whq were his companions and coworkers
on his various Journeys. It is not my purpose to treat all
of them blogrephically for large books have been written
about some of his companions, Luke, the beloved physician
for example. It is my purpose to fix in the mind of the read-
er an association between the names which we so often hear

in connection with the New Testament, especially in the let-

ters of St. Paul, and the field of the activity of these men.

aAfter Paul had been received by the disciples at Jer-
usalem, he spent a period of years in iArabia and then return-
ed to his home city, Tarsus, there to remain until Barnabas
egzain sought him out. (Acts 11,25.) The congregation at
Antioch then sent the two of them on a mission of relief to
the brethren in Judea. Paul now became the assistant of
Barnabas, who was called the Son of Consolation. He was the
first to be Faul's friend and ocompanion. It is a matter ;f
supposition whether theg were acquainted before Paul's con-—-
version or not. Barnsbas was & Jew of the isle of Cyprus. He
vas a Levite, and, as such, was well instructed in the Serip-

tures. It is altogether possible that the two were acquainted

for, as Dr. Howson points out, the two countries, Cilicia




2.
and Cyprus, were closely connected commercially. Then too,
since Barnabas was a Levite and Paul was a zealous member
of the Pharisaic sect, they might have been students together
at the feet of Gamaliel, or they might have studied together

(Aots 4,38)

at the university at Tarsus. Both, at any rate, were Jevws. ‘
Barnabas had shown himself a goad friend of Paul in

Jerusalem.(Acts 9,27) iihen Barnabas was sent to minister to

the scattered Christians at Antiooh he sought out Paul to |

help him. Together they worked in the city for one yecsr (Acts

11,26) and were then sent on the mission of relief to Judesa.

(Acts 11,30)

Barnabas had found open arms in the city of Jerusalem
efter he had accepted the religion of Christ. At the time of
nesd and for the common good he sold his lanéd end presented i
the church with the money thus derived. (Acts 4, 37) MNow he,
together with Paul,egain brought relief to the sufferers in
Jerusalem. He was & man of generous character, and filled
with the Holy Ghost (Acts 11,23) as his former gifts, his

friendship for Paul, and this Jjourney show.

After they had completed their ministry, they returned
to Aniioch and brought with them John Mark. It is now that
they received:the direat call for missionary work. (Acts 15,2)
The Holy Ghost said unto the disciples at Antioch, "Separate

unto me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called

e e A e

them."*




how began the real work of the Apostle Paul. Barnabas
and Paul, accompanied by the young kiark, sailed for Salamis
on the island of Cyprus. Here, Luke tells us, they went thru
the whole island. This was the home country of Barnabas, so
he was welllaequainted here. They then came to Paphos on the
other end of the isle. Here they are commanded to appear be-
fore Sergius Paulus who was the Homan representative theres.
It was here that the apostle changed his name ffom Saul to
Paul. Under what influence he did this we do not know. It is
interesting to note that Paul took the leading hand in the
events at Paphos. He performed the miracle and struck the
sorcerer, Elymas, with blindness. (Acts 13,8) Bernabas now
took a secondary position. Before the events at Paphos the
names were linked together "Barnabas and Saul®, but now they
became "faul and his company" (Acts 13,13) and "Paul and Bar-

nabas". (acts 14,14)

John liark is not mentioned in the accounts until the
party arrived at Perga. It is evident that his positioﬁ was
of a secondary nature since he did not have the ca;l to go
on this trip. Perhaps it is because he wes the "sister's son
to Barnabas" (Col.4,10) that he was & member of the party.
The fact that he is not mentioned obviates any criticism as
to the official cheracter of the trip after he drops out. *

The discussion will center upon him again at a later time.

* W.M., Taylor













7.

(12,18) " I desired Titus, and with him I sent a brother.
Did Titus make amin of you ? walked we not in the same
spirit ? walked we not in the sume steps 7 "

Paul prcceeded to Corinth and remained the;e for thrse
months. Here he wrote the letter to the LRomans, and set the
Corinthian congregation in order. lie then planned to sail to
Heapolis but & plot vias drawn up ageinst him. Becaue of this
he took the overland route thru Berea, Thessalonica, and thence
to Philippi. At Philippi he was Joined.by Luke. A lurger num-—
ber of comapnions ewaited him at Tr;as. (Acts 20,4) These had
been sent on from Heapolis (Acts 20,4)," ind there accompanied
him into Asia, Sopnater of Berea; and of the Thessalonicans,
Aristarchus and Secundus: and Gaius of Derbe and Timotheus;
and of iAsia, Tychicus and Trophimus. These going before tar—
ried for us at Troas." It seems that the congregations tried
to have men with Paidl at all times. ?his might have becn for
his protection or for the training of men to take care of the
congregation at a later date. By accompunying him ther could
learn mors of the Gospel message and be fitied to carry on the

work after his death, we find new men with him from time to
time. The older ones go away and are found taking care of the
congregations which were foundeé by Paul on his journeys. At
Trozs we lose track of all but three; Luke, Aristarchus, and
' Trophimus. These three accompanied Psll on his trip to Jer-

usalem and were with him when he.was captured and placed into

prison.

When they arrived in Caesarea Paul was halled with the

e s e
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prophecy of Agabas that Paul would be bound and delivered unto
the Gentiles. This, however, did not hinder him ffom going to
Jerudalem. From Caesarea a number od disciples went with him,
one especialiy is izentioned, Hngson. a man of Cyprus, with

vhom he lodged. (Acts 21,18)

The trouble in Jerusalem is said to have been czused
by Trophimus who had been seen with Paul.(Acts 21,29) The
Jews accused him of taking this men from Ephesus into the
temple. The lew stated, "No man of alien race is to enter
within the bzalustrade and fence that goes around the tem-
ple. If any one is taken in the act, let him know that he
. has himself to blame for the penalty of death that follows."
( I, T. Commentary for English Readers II,149) Of this Paul
wes accused, IT the chief captain of the Roman soldiers had

not been near there would have been no question concerning
the fate of Paul. He was taken into custody by the soldiers.

Trophimus now dropped out of the discussion.

Atter the period of captivity in Caesarec, they embarked
in a2 ship of Adramyttium meaning to szil by the coasts of
Asiz. Luke writes (Acts 27,2)," And entering into a ship of
Adramyttium, we launched, ‘meaning to s&il by the coasts of
Asia, one Aristarchus, a Liacedonian of Thessalonica being
with us." This is the last mention made 2f Aristarchus in the
history of Paul's travels. He is not said to have arrived
with them at Rome, nor is there any mention made of him in
the: letters to Timothy or Titus. Luke seems to have included

2 subtle reference in the remark "meaning to sail by the coasts
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of Asia." This gave Aristarchus an excellent chance to drop
out of the account, something which no doubt happened at this
time. There i= no. reason why he should have gons with Paul.
Luke was the apostle's physician, and as such Paul had need
of him. Aristaréhus had been trained to preach, and preachers
were needed both in the vicinity of Ephesus as well as in
lizcedonia,.. Thus Luke was left as the only companion of Paul
on this Jjourney to Rome. Vhy should the others endanger their

lives sinee sziling &t this time of the yesar wes hazardous ?

fhe ship sailed to the east of the isle of Cyprus, then
clung closely to the shore of asia. It stopped at ilyra where

Paul a2nd Luke disembarked. Another ship took them past the
isle of Rhodes. The strong winds forced them to stey to the
les of Crete; then rounding the islend they headed into the
wind for Fair Havens. This,however,was not the meain port of
Crete. Phenice furnished better wintering quarters. They set

sail agein hoping to make the harbor there, but the wind was

contrary. ‘hey landsd at Clsudia to prepare the ship for the
battle with the wind and the waves. First on the starboard

and then on the port they tried to tack their way westward.
The drift, however, was too strong so that they wers driven

; to the southward and were in danger of running onto the Syrtis
or Juicksands which lie off the coast: of Africa. After fighting

every inch of their way, they were finaclly shipwrecked on the

island of Malta. Here followed the incident in which Paul
threw off a venomous viper into the fire and suffered no

harm. Paul here hezled the tather of Publius who wes one of

the chief men of the island. (Acts 28,8. They then sailed for



30. 4
Syrucuse, Rhegium, and Puteoli. From thence they traveled
overland to Appii Forum and ‘hree Taverns where they were
met by 2 delegation of the disciples from Rome. They finally
arrived in Rome and Paul was given over into the custody of ‘
the Roman guard. He was treated with evsry courtssy possible
under the circumstences and permitted to live in his own
hired house. Luke concludes the history of jficts with the
worde, " And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired hcuse,
and received all that came in unto him, preaching the kingdom
of God, and teaching those things vhich concern the Lord Jesus
with all confides.cs, no men forbidding him."

The narrative conesrning the life of Faul end his com-
panions now suddenly stops. «e have &« few references of &
later-aetivity in the pastoral letters but they come to us
us tiny specks of light in utter derkness. ‘he mozt complete
of these references in found in II Timothy 4, 9=12, "Do thy
diligence to come unto me shortly: for Demas hath forsaken
me, having loved this present worlé, and is departed unto
Thessalonica; Cresceng to Calatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.

Only Luke is with me. Take Mark and bring him with thee: for
he is profitzble to mé for the ministry. And Tychicus have I

sent to Ephesus."

Before the writing of the pastoral letters, modern com-
mentators uzssume thz=t Paul took another Jjourney. ke had the
desirs to go to Spain, but whether he dié this or not is not
definitely to bes dstermined. lhe meager references are not
sufficient to form an itinerary. That he went to lacedonia

we infer from his reference in Titus 3,1%2," —— be diligent




31.
to come unto me to Nicopolis: tor I have determined thers to
winter." Evidently before this he was in Crete, for in the
samo lette. he writes, " For this cause left I thee in Crete."
The last mention we have of Titus is in the passage to Timothy,
"Titus to Dalmatia."

Crescens was sent to.Giélatia. This man is not mentioned
again. Thychicus was sent'to Ephesus, very likely cicrrying the
letter to the Ephesians, Demgs had forsaken Paul and had gone

home.

Luke, Timothy, and Liark are with Paul at the end. Then
they too drop out of history. Mxirk chenged since his desertion
at Pergs, 1or now Paul wrote, "for he is profitzble to me

for the ministry."

Thus the history of the companions ot Paul was brought
to & close. ©ie have surveyed briefly the fields of their
activity. iiuch more could be written about each, but that
would be based upon supposition entirely. Scripture says no
more concerning them in their eonneet;on with St. Paul.
About their later life nothing more is said. It seems &s tho
the Holy Spirit wished to keep the Apostolic Age a separate

.chapter in the vworld's history.




The Friends and
arranged with

Achalious Corinth

ompanions of St. Paul Alphabetically

the Fields of their Aativity

Fortunatus Corinth Patrobas
Ephesus Ephesus Persis
Agebas Jerusalem Phebe
Alexender Ephesus Gaius (I) Usrbe
Amplias  Rome Neapolis Philemon
Andronicus Rome : : Troas Piilologus
Apollos  Ephesus Gaius (II) Thessalonica Phlegon
: Corinth Ephesus Phygllus
. Grete . Priscilia
Appelles Rome Hermas Rome
Apphia Rome Hermes 1'ome
Aquila  Pontus Hermogenes Xsia
Rome Herodian  Rome Publius:.
Corinth Pudens
Ephesus Jailor,the Philippi
Apchippus Colosse James Jerudalem = GQuartus
Aristarchus Troas Jason ® Thessalonica
Ephesus Corinth Rufus
Thessalonicaj,gag Jerusalem
Keapolis Antioch Secundus
Jerusalen | jgulia iome
(Caesarea) | gynia iome
Aristobulus some Justus . Ephesus Silas .
Asyneritus Eome Sopater
Linus Rome
Barnabas * Lois Lystra
Lucius Corinth
Carpus Troas 3 Luke * gouigatar
Cephes Jerusalem Thvatira osthienes
Claudia Rome LYS1e pgilippi Stachys
Clement Philippi f Stephanas
Cresens [ome .
% Ceicalutia) ai|ESRSES Aot osh Syntyche
Grispus  Corinth Lary Jerusalen :
t s Timethy
Damaris #thens naso Cvprus - mo "
Dionysius Athens ke ngﬁsalem Titus
Demas Ephesus
Rome
Thessalonicam‘rcis'us o Trophimus
llereus Rome :
Eodias Philippi Rymphas Laodicea
Epaenetus Athens (?) ;
Epaphras Ephesus Olympas Rome Tryphena
Colosse Onesimus ‘Colosse Tryphosa
Epaphroditus Ephesus : ° Ephesus Tychicus
 Philippi Onesiphomus Ephesus
Erastus Ephesus Rome
. Macedonia
Eubulus Rome * Very frequent
Eunice Lystra companions of the Urbane
Eutyches Troas apostle Paul. Zenas

Rome
Rome
Rome
Corinth
Colosse
Home
Home
Asia
Pontus
Rome
Corinth
Ephesus
Malta
Rome

Corinth
Rome

Thessalonica
Keapolis
Troas

Berea
Philippi
Neapolis
Troas
Corinth
Corinth
Home
Corinth
Ephesus
Fhilipnpi

Corinth

kiacedonia
Rome
Crete
Neapolis
Troas :
Jerusalem
Miletum
Rome

Rome
Keapolis
Troas
Ephesus
Rome
Vrete (?)
Rome
Crete
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