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THE COKPANIONS GOF ST. PAUL

In treating a subject of this kimd it is natural to
‘ask the question: whom should we consider companions of the
Apostle Paul? If we were.to consider all those men and women
who at variops times were his coworkers and iriends, we would
have a work which would fill volumes. For this reason I will
deal with those men only whq were his companions and coworkers
on his various Journeys. It is not my purpose to treat all
of them blogrephically for large books have been written
about some of his companions, Luke, the beloved physician
for example. It is my purpose to fix in the mind of the read-
er an association between the names which we so often hear

in connection with the New Testament, especially in the let-

ters of St. Paul, and the field of the activity of these men.

aAfter Paul had been received by the disciples at Jer-
usalem, he spent a period of years in iArabia and then return-
ed to his home city, Tarsus, there to remain until Barnabas
egzain sought him out. (Acts 11,25.) The congregation at
Antioch then sent the two of them on a mission of relief to
the brethren in Judea. Paul now became the assistant of
Barnabas, who was called the Son of Consolation. He was the
first to be Faul's friend and ocompanion. It is a matter ;f
supposition whether theg were acquainted before Paul's con-—-
version or not. Barnsbas was & Jew of the isle of Cyprus. He
vas a Levite, and, as such, was well instructed in the Serip-

tures. It is altogether possible that the two were acquainted

for, as Dr. Howson points out, the two countries, Cilicia




2.
and Cyprus, were closely connected commercially. Then too,
since Barnabas was a Levite and Paul was a zealous member
of the Pharisaic sect, they might have been students together
at the feet of Gamaliel, or they might have studied together

(Aots 4,38)

at the university at Tarsus. Both, at any rate, were Jevws. ‘
Barnabas had shown himself a goad friend of Paul in

Jerusalem.(Acts 9,27) iihen Barnabas was sent to minister to

the scattered Christians at Antiooh he sought out Paul to |

help him. Together they worked in the city for one yecsr (Acts

11,26) and were then sent on the mission of relief to Judesa.

(Acts 11,30)

Barnabas had found open arms in the city of Jerusalem
efter he had accepted the religion of Christ. At the time of
nesd and for the common good he sold his lanéd end presented i
the church with the money thus derived. (Acts 4, 37) MNow he,
together with Paul,egain brought relief to the sufferers in
Jerusalem. He was & man of generous character, and filled
with the Holy Ghost (Acts 11,23) as his former gifts, his

friendship for Paul, and this Jjourney show.

After they had completed their ministry, they returned
to Aniioch and brought with them John Mark. It is now that
they received:the direat call for missionary work. (Acts 15,2)
The Holy Ghost said unto the disciples at Antioch, "Separate

unto me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called

e e A e

them."*




how began the real work of the Apostle Paul. Barnabas
and Paul, accompanied by the young kiark, sailed for Salamis
on the island of Cyprus. Here, Luke tells us, they went thru
the whole island. This was the home country of Barnabas, so
he was welllaequainted here. They then came to Paphos on the
other end of the isle. Here they are commanded to appear be-
fore Sergius Paulus who was the Homan representative theres.
It was here that the apostle changed his name ffom Saul to
Paul. Under what influence he did this we do not know. It is
interesting to note that Paul took the leading hand in the
events at Paphos. He performed the miracle and struck the
sorcerer, Elymas, with blindness. (Acts 13,8) Bernabas now
took a secondary position. Before the events at Paphos the
names were linked together "Barnabas and Saul®, but now they
became "faul and his company" (Acts 13,13) and "Paul and Bar-

nabas". (acts 14,14)

John liark is not mentioned in the accounts until the
party arrived at Perga. It is evident that his positioﬁ was
of a secondary nature since he did not have the ca;l to go
on this trip. Perhaps it is because he wes the "sister's son
to Barnabas" (Col.4,10) that he was & member of the party.
The fact that he is not mentioned obviates any criticism as
to the official cheracter of the trip after he drops out. *

The discussion will center upon him again at a later time.

* W.M., Taylor
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Paul and Barnabas, having completed their trip thru
Cyprus, accompanied by Mark, now procseded to Pamphilia, It . |
secms that some new element cane into consideration hers for {
Mark deserted the company and returned to Jerusalem. (Acts 13,
13) Barnabas did not regain the lsading hand in the next events.
It was Paul who did the spesking. They traveled to Antioch
of Pisidia, Iconium, Lystrs, end Derbe. At Lystra they were
looked upon as gods from heaven. That Barnabas retained a
very high standing was evinced by the name which he was here
given. Paul was given the name Mercurius "because he was the
chief speaker." Barnabas was given the name Jupiter. (Acts
14,12) He evidently confirmed the word of Paul and showed

himself a man of power. He did not have the power of the

ardent Paul in speaking, but he substantiated all that was
said to such an extent that he was called Jupiter, the father |
of all tke gods, a no small honor in the heathen eyes. But
it was Paul who did the miracles. His deed was the cause pf
the entire trouble there. The more we learn of the companions : :
of the apostle, the more we are forced to admire the faith

and determination which distinguishes him from his friends.

The return Journey Fas made via the seme route to Derbe,

thence to Attalia where tkey launched for Seleucia and Antioch.
The congregation eagerly awaited the report of ihis first

missionary journey and rejoiced at the news which Paul and

Barnabas brought back.

Tt was then that the discussion arese about circumcis-
ion. Wes it nescessary for the Gentile converts to be branded

by the mark of the 0ld Testament and of the Jews ? The dis-




B,
cussion reached such a height at Antioch that it was de;meg
negessary to confer with the disciples in Jerusalem. The
two men so outstanding in the activity of the church were
chosen to represent them and wers sent to Jerusalem. Here a
new light is turned upon Barnabas. His generous charactsr
overcame him. Paul fought for the abolition of sircumecision
28 something unnecessary for the converts of the Gentiles.' 1
The disocussion becume soO heated that even Sarnabas fell away §
to the side of the opposition. (Gal. 2,13) "And the other !
Jews dissembled likewise with him, insomuch that Barnabas
was carried away with their dissimulation." Paul stood as
the staunch defender of the rights of the Gentiles. Barnabas
did not wish to wage so shaerp a battle with the disciples at
Jerusalem and assented to their view. What a contrast between
these two ! Here was the man whom Barnabas brought to the
fellowship of the apostles at Jerusalem taking a stand against
all the others on the side of orthodoxy! Barnabas must hence-
forth be well satisfied to take a secondary place to this man,
_and he was,. He regclized the speciezl sift of the Eoly Ghost

which was in Paul.

In a later epistle, the letter to the Galatians, we have
a reference to this trip to Jerusalem,(Gal.2,1) "Then fourteen
years after I went again tp Jerusalem with Barnabas and took
Titus with me also." This is the first mention we h:ve of the
man who later playsd a very important part in the congregation
at Corinth. But where did Paul become acquainted with Titus ?
Why Titus should be brought into consideration at this Junction
is dif;ieult to determine. From the following verses it would
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sezm that Paul took him along as an example of the Gentile
- Christian. Perhaps we do not fully realize the influence which
Titus had at this first synod. Vie read ( Gal.l,3) "But neither
Titus who was with me bging a Grsck wes compelled to be cir-
cumecised.” It would he intereétins if we could 1lsok into the
hearts of the disciples at Jerusalem and see how they looked

upon this recent convert to Christ.

The two men now prepared to go back to Antioch. They
vere accompanied on their return Journey by two of the lead-
ing men of the congregation at Jerusalem. (Acts 15,22) "Then
it pleased the apost%es and elders of the whole church to
send chosen men of their own country to Antioch with Paul and
Baernabas; namely Judas, surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief
among the brethren." Of the former we know no more. He may
h:ve been the brother of J;seph who was proposed to take the
place of Judas to complete the total of twelve apostles'or
the Lord. That he had the gift of prophecy and exhortation
we learn from the verses where it is seid, "And Judas and
Silas beinz prophets themselves also, exhorted the brethren
with many words and confirmed them." After some time Judas
returned to Jerusalem, but Silas remained with the eongre-'

gation at Antioch.

Paul and Barnabas now decided to revisit the churches
which they had founded on their first journey. Barnabas was
intent on taxking kKark with him; Paul however, holding in mind
the fact that Mark had left them on the previous trip,was very

much opposed to that proposal. lMark was a deserter and all the
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promises in the world would not change -Paul's opinion. The
contention became so strong (Acts 15,59) thet they decided
to travel different routes and to make their own choice of
companions. Barnabas heid to his choice of Mark, but Paul
chose an old and tried believer, a chisf of the church at
Jerusalem, Silas. Barnabas and Liark were to cover the ter-
ritory of Cyprus, a country with which both were now acquainted.
Paul and Silas were to travel to the north and pass thru the
territory surroundinc th; home of Paul, Tarsus, Derbe, Lystres,

and further as they were driven by the Holy Ghost.

From now on we hear nothing of the actual work of Bar-
nabas. That he continued to work we can deduce from the
reference which Paul made to him iﬂ the letter to the Cor-
inthians (ICor.2,8),0r I only and Bernebas, have we not the
power to forbear working 7" The two evidently kept in touch
with each other, but Luke rgeorded nothing of the activity

of Barnabas other than that which we have already considered.

Paul and Silas traveled overland to the churches which
were established on the first journey. Silas now took the
place of Barnabas and his name was linked to the Apostle's
as ‘the name of the rormer-eempanion had been. The second
oity which they touched was Lystra., It was here that another
man Joined the party, a young men who later played a very
important role as a companion and coworker of Paul. Luke
tells us (Acts 18,1),"Then he came to Derbe and Lystra; and
behold & ceritain disciple was there named Timotheus, the son

of a certain women which was a Jewess and believed, but his




father was a Greek! which was well reported of by the_brethren
which were at Lystra and Iconium. Him Paul would hﬁve to go
forth with him, and took and circumcised him because of the
Jews which were in those quarters, for they all knew ihat he

was a Greek."

From the letters to Timothy we know that he was a
well trained young man.(II Tim. 3,15) "And that from a
child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures which mre able to
meke thee wise unto salvation through raith.which is in
Christ Jesus." His mother and grandmother had taken good
care that he should know the way of life for they were ..
not ignorant of it. (II Tim. 1,5) "%hen I call to remem;
brance the unfeigned fraith which is in thee, which dwelt-
first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy imother Eunice.”
In the pastoral letters Paul calls Timothy, "my dearly
beloved son". ko doubt Timothy endeared himself to Paul
by his faithfulness and his earnestness. The apostle
could depend upoA him, even tho he was only & very young
man. »e hear the warning, "Let no one despise thy youth."
It was for Timothy that Paul called in those last moments
on earth, "Do thy diligence to come unto me shortly,"

" Do thy diligence to come before winter." Faul and Tim-

othy were as father and son.

The three men, Paul, Silas, and fimothy traveled
thru Phrygia and then proceeded to Lysia. It was their in-

tesntion to go to Bythinia but ihey were not permitted to
do so by the Holy Spirit. It was then that Paul received




the call to go to Macedonia. The cuzll was urgent and no time
was wasted. They went immediately to the chief city, Philippi.
Here Lydia was converted. Then followed the incident in which
Paul drove the spirit of divination from a slave girl and thus
deprived her masters of this source of income. An uproar- was
begun and Paul and Hilas were taken befors the magistrates.
It is interesting to note that Timothy was not taken a pris-—
oner. Evidently his youth was s0 evident that the oftended
people did not econsider him worthy to be taken before the
rulsrs. That he touk no part in the miracle is easily under-
stoud, for he wes no more than a young man and inexperienced.
He was lzarning and would naturally stand aside and watch

the zsotions of \his experienced teszchers. This incident is

of special interest beyong the fact that an earthtjuake re-
leased them of their bonds and opened the prison for them.

%We read,(Acts 18,37) "But Paul sald unto them, They have
beaten us openly being uncondemned, being Romans, and have
cast us into prison; and now do they cast us out privily ?
Lay, verily, but let them come themselves and fetch us out."
Paul m.y have had speclal reasons for taking Silas as his
companiun on this second Journey. we learn that he was a
Romen even as Paul was. Paul had experienced trouble on the
first journey and perhaps realized the protection which the
Roman citizenship was bound to afford. Two Roman citizens
traveling together had special protection in their citizen-
ship in that they could not be scourged =nd thrust 1ntq
prison without a hearing. The prestigs which this fact gave
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them can be understood from the following verse, "And the |
sergeants told these things to the magistrates: and they ‘
feared when they heard that they were Romans. And they came
and besought them and brought them out and desired them t;

depart out of the city." Note the choice of words, "feared",

"besouzht", "brought", and "desired". There can be no doubt
that they must have had something to be thus afraid. Rome
protected its citizen=s, and here the meagistrates had twice
offended two of them! They had been scourged and placed into
prison without & chance to defend themselves. If this should

rezch the sars of the emperof -—=] HOvw Silas obtained the : !
Roman citizenship we do not know. Paul states 0f himself that

he was free born. The two men had such confidence in their
protection, that, altho they were asked to leave the city,

they were in no hurry to do so. "And they went out of the
prison, and sntsred into the house of Lydia: and “hen they
had seen the brethren, they comforted them and departed.”

(hActs 18,40)

A new_charaeter now attached himself to the mission

of Paul, It was at this time taht we have the first inti-

mation of another companion of Paul who later was inseparable
from the side of the apostle. The narrative of the events at
Philippil take on the stamp of an eye witness. Luke evidently X
was preseant, for he writes, (Acts 18,12ff.) " —— and we were E
in the city abiding certain days. #nd on the subbath we want

out of the city by a certain river side where prayer was

wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women

lz--:— — — P - e . e—— '
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which resorted thither. —— And it came to pass as we went
to prayer ——." Luke speaks thus until the scene shifts to
Thessalonica, Ehen and how Luke came into contact with Paul
we can only surmise. faul had heen troubled with "a thorn

in the flesh" so it is possible that he went to this physi-
cian to obtain some relief. It is altogether probable that
Luke had a practice in that viecinity for Philippl was made
up of veterans of the Romen wars. He did nbt, hoviever, have
his regular home in that city, for he says, "we were in that
city abiding certain days." Luke will come into the fore-
ground agaln later. He must have bsen converted at some pre-
vious tims, for he includes himself in the narrative of the
damsel- possessed with the spirit of divination, "The same
followed Pazul and us, and cried, saying, These men are servants

of the most high G.é which shew unto us the way of salvation.®

The spostle and his companions, Silas and 1":l.l_n.cat.h_v,r.nmn

procceded thru Amphipolis and Appolonia to Thessalonica. Here

they entered into the synagog and preached with the same result,

some helieved and others did not. This latter class "moved i
with envy, touk unto them certein lewd fellows of the baser
sort and gathered = company anf set all the city in an uproar{
and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them
(Peul and his companions) -out to the people. And when they
éound them not, thsy drew Jason and certain brethren unto

the rulers or thé city erying, Thcsp that have turn?d the
world upside down huve come hither also; who Jason hath

received; and-these all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar,

I,.—ﬁv.- = TN 8 cmm o E R = W
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saying that there is w.other king, one Jesus. And they
troubled the people and the rulers when they heard these
things. #nd when they had taken security of Jason and the
other,they let them go." “hat a potent chapter in the his-
.tory of the companions of the Apostle Paul! The subtle remarks
of Luke are full of personal interest. He states that Pcul
preached in th: synagog but three sabbaths when the trouble
began. hy should he mention this so particularly ? Luke was
greatly interested in the work of Paul. His practice in
Fhilippi an~ the surrounding country would not permit his
immediate departure with Paul. During these three weeks he
followed Paul to Thessalonica, where he was also well known.
Paul «nd his companions steyed in the house of Jason who
evidently vas o converi. Allho Paul and Silas were not found
in the house of Jason when they vere sought, yet they were
apprehended and taken béfore the authorities. Timothy is
again not mentioned in this trouble. The "lewd fellows of

a beser sort" brought. up the charge esainst Paul but the
authorities were not as quick to act as those at “hilippi.
They considered the mattef and then let them go "being
released upon the security of Jason and the other." The
guestion maturally arises as to who this "other" is. It
se=ms t 0 point to Luke, for his modesty, as in other places,

did not permit him to mention his name.

Paul and Silas then went to Berea. (Acts 17,10) Since
Timothy is noi mentioned, it seems that he remained with Jason -

and Luke, who &lso followed to Berea later. Jason then seems

SR @ 2w . - - - ew - - i e S et S8 SA S ———— - - =
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to have accompanied Paul to Athens. Luke returned to his
practice. Silas and Timothy were left in Berea until Jason
returned bringing the commandment that they were to come to
Paul immedist®ly. Luke and Jason then dropped out of the

history of the second Journey.

Jason mxy have continued to work in his home country

and southward. He 1s mentioned in the letter t: the Romans

writien during Paul's second visit to Corinth. "Jason,
Timothy, Lucius, and Sosipater, my kinsmen, salute you."
This explains the omission of the name of Silas for he too
would most certainly have wished to add his name Lo the

greetings to the Christians at Rome had the letter been

writiten on this first visit. At Athens Paul converted
Dionysius and Dumaris.(Aois 17;34) Epaenetus is mentioned

in the lstter to the nomzns as the first-fruits of Achaia.

after #sul had preached in Athens, he went to Vorinth
where he was Jjoined by S5llas and iimothy. Before they arrived,
hovever, he hud mzde further acquaintances. He was staying in
the house of Aquila znd Priscilla but lately come from lLome.
They had been expelled from Rome becauss of the decrese of
Clzudius.(ficts 16,2) Luke tells us, "And beczuse he was of
the same ocraft, he abode with them and wrought: for by their

occupation they were tentmakers." (Acts 18,3)

Aquile and Priscilla were natives of the province of

Pontus which borders on the Pontus Euxinus. From there they

| i i e T e T ——
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had ioved to Rome. It is possible that they were former mem-
bers of the congregation at Rome before they came io Corinth.
They were expelied from liome under the decree of Claudius,
who, as Suetonius tells us, expelied all the Jews because of
& certain Chrestus. ne may be safe in saying then that Aquila
and Prisecilla were Jews. iie hear of them again in connection

with another vorker in the Gospel, Apollos.

Paul did not remzin in the home of Aquila and Priscilla
but made his abode in the home of Justus "whose house Joined
hard by the synagog." Here, as was his custom, he preached
first in the synagog. The Jews did not accept him or his
message, but opposed him and blusihemed. Paul shook his gar-
ment and determined henceforth to go unto the Genpiles.(Acts
18,3) The work here was not without effect however. Crispus,
who was the chief ruler of the synagog, "believed on the Lord
with &1l his house: and many of the Corinthians hearing, be-
lieved and viere baptized."(Acts 18,8) Of Justus we know no
more unless he ves the same as Jesus Justus who was with Paul
at Ephesus during the third Jjourney and worked with him. In
the letter to the Colossians (4,11) Paul writes, "And Jesus
which is callsd Justus, who are of the circumecision (greet
you). +*hese only are my fellow workers in the-kingdom of God
which have been a comforti to me.®™ The facts concerning both

agree in as far as both were Jews and fellow workers with

Paul,- but how does Justus become acquaintsd with the Christians

ot Colosse. 7 Paul does not mention him in the letter to the
Corinthians, on the other hand, so it 13 possible that he

moved from Corinth. Evidently Crispus died, for Sosthenes
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is next mentioned as the chief ruler of the synagog. (Aots
*18,17)

Paul remained some time longer than a year and six months
in Corinth.(4cts 18,11; 18,18) before he determined to sail
to Syria. He did not go directly there but went by way of
Ephesus. Luke writes that Aquile and Priscilla accompanied
him on the trip across the hegean but he does not mention
the other companions. Whut became of Silas and ?1mothy we
do not know; but Jjust as we have no reference to their de-—
parting from Famul we have no reference to the opposite. We
would nuturally assume that they went with Paul to Ephesus
and thence to Jerusealem. Silas had been away from his home
city for a long time, and, since his rezl mission would have
taken him no further than Antioch, he would, without a doubt."
wish to return to Jerusalem Just as Judas had done. Since
Timothy was stili a young man, faul would desire to kesp
him with him to wateh his progress. Then Timothy also had
not been home for a long time and Paul's Jjourney would
ggain permit him to see his mother. A question arise whether
they did not leave Paul before his mission in Corinth had
been brought to an end. This also cannot be -answered with cer—
tainty. we know that they worked witk Paul (II Cor. 1,18)
e who was preached among you by us, even by me ani Silvanus
and Timothy ——=". They knew what Paul thought of a deserter
(Mark) so that it is very improbable that thoughts of going
home entered their minds before Paul suggested them. Luke end;
the second journey with a few words (acts 16,22),"And when he

had landed a caesaroa, ann gone up, and saluted the church, he

ol e al f,,, Lo tpand \*

went down to Antioch."

‘-_—,——.-c D S S S S i o i - . e e




16. .

while Paul was completing the second journey and begin-
ing the third, Aquila and Priscilla were diligent in earrying
on the work at Ephesus. ( Acts 18, 24-28) "Ana a certain
Jew named Apollos, born at Alexaundria, an eloguent man, and
_ mighty in the Seriptures, cam® to Ephesus. This man was in-
structed in the woy of the Lord: and being rervent in
spirit, he spoke and teught diligently the things of the
Lord, knowing only the baptism ot John. And he began io
speak boldly in the synagog; whom when Aguila and Priscilla
heerd, thsy took unto them &nd sxpounded unto him the way
of God more perfectly; and when he was disposed to pass into
schuie, the brethren wrote, exhorting the-disciples to re-
ceive him: who when he was come, helped them-mueh which had
believed thru zrace, For he mightily_c:nvineed the Jews and
that publiecly, shewing by the Seriptures that Jesus was .
Christ." Apollos evidently was a great ssset to the laborers
in the. church. Reports reached Psul concerning the work at
cor;nth and 2s he wrote l;ter. " I have planteg. Apollos
watered: but God gave the inecrease." (I Cor. 3,8) How long
Apollos,.remained at Corinth cannot be definitely proved. e
came to se=z Paul at Ephesus on the third Journey when-:Paul
wrote, "As touching our brother Apollos, I gréatly desired
him to come unto you with the brethren, but his will was not
at all to come at this time; but he will come when he shall
have convenient time." (I Cor. 18,12) He did not stay there
as long as Paul remained in Ephesus, for the apostle was very

much worried over Titus whom he sent t6 minister to the
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church at Corinth.

Paul wasted no time before starting on the third Jour-
ney. He reported to the eonéregation at Antioch and immediately
traveled to the north and west. Luke writes conoisely. "And
after he had spent some time there he departed and vent over
all the country of Galatia and Fhrygia in order strengthening
all the diseiples." (Acts 18,33) “he suthor of Aats does
not o into detail concerning this part.of the Jjourney but
narrates the story until Paul arrives at Ephesus in a few words,
"Faui having passed thru the upper coasts came to Ephesus.”
(Acts 19,1) ‘his city now was the center of his sctivity.

It was here th;t he performed many miracles. It was here
that the bouks of the curious arts were brought together
and burned. ke sent Timothy and iLrastus into Egeedonia (Acts

16,2<) but he himself remained in iAsia for "a season.”

Erastucs must have come to Ephesus with the delegation
from Corinth, Stephanas, Fortunatus,and Achaicus. (I Cor. 18,
18) It is also probable that Sosthenes came with them.. In
the letter to the Romans Pzul sends greetings of a man,
Erastus 'the.chamberlain of the city".(Rom. 16,25) He was a
citizen of Corinth, but now came to Ephesus and ministered
unto Paul. (Acts 19,22) ‘he results of the trip into Mace-
donia, how long it lasted, and the later activity of Erastus
we do not xrow. Faul mekes a further reference to Erastus in

his second letter to Timothy (4,20) "Erastus abode at Corinth."
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It seems that the majority of Paul's companions returned
to their home cities to continue the work of the Lord among

their own psople.

It is now that the companions of :aul orossed and re-
crossed the paths of their travels. Péul's stay in Ephesus

must of necessity constitute a separate chapter. Hs remained

there three yeers, a time filled ﬁith activity and persecution.

Paul's stay in Ephesus was made unpleasant by the op-

|

i
position which the Gospei everyvhere felt. From-the letters
of Paul we can deduce the fact that he had to suffer much |
during this time. In the first letter to the Corinthians 1
(15,32) hs writes, "If after the manner of men I have fought
with the beasts at Ephesus, what adventageth it me if the
dead rise not %" In the apoecryphal writing,"Acta Pauli", it
is stated that faul first was approached by a lion, then
other animals, but none of them touched him. In the second
letter to the Corinthians (1,5) the apostle says, "For we
woulé not have you ignorant,brethren, of our trouble which
came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure,
above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life;
but we had the sentence of ceath in ourselves, that we should
not trust in ourselves but in God which raiseth from.the
dead: who delivered us from so great a death, and doth de-
liver: in who we trust that he will yet deliver us." In the
letter to the Romans Paul again mentions the trials to which

he and his companions were subjected, (Rom, 18,3.4) "Greet
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Priscilla and Aquila;my helpers in Christ Jesus: who have
for my life laid dowh their own necks: unto whom not only

I give thanks but also &ll the churclies of the Gentiles."

It is easily‘supposed that during the first years of his
stay in Ephesus the Judaizing party did everything in its
pover to bring his work to naught. The fact that he was

a Roman ocitizen would not protect him from the outbreaks of
his own race, for Jjust as in Corinth, Sosthenes wa; beaten
before thes Jjudgment seat "and Gallio cared for none of these
things" so it might have’ been in Ephesus. It is necessary to
esteblish the fzot of Peul's captivity because of the so-calisd
letters of captivity. From the content we know that he was

not a free man when they were written.

The guestion then arises: did Paul write these letters
from Ephesus or from Rome ? Ly enswer is deduced from a con-
sideration of the men who were with Paul at Ephesus and Kome.

If they were written from Rome, the foliowing men must have

bsen thers with him: Luke, Crescens, Tychicus, ‘imothy, Demas,
kark, Titus, Epgphxoditus, Epaphras, Onesimus, Jesus Justus,
and Aristarchus. The companions up to Titus we know were in
Home at some time for they are mentioned in the second epistle
to Timothy, but how about the others ? Epaphroditus was the
bearer of the letter to the Philippians. He came from them !
bringing Poul a gift. (Phil.4,18) "But I have all and abound. I |
am full hevins received of Epaphroditus the things which were

sent from you, an odor of sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable,
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well pleasing to God." First of all, was Paul in need of the
he;p:from Philippil while he vas at Rome ? If we total the
number of friends which he had there we find that thers were
ihirty.-At Ephesus the greater number of people in his com-
pany were transients like himself. The friends at Rome could
easlily have supplied him with the necessities of life and money
for his own house. This was not the case with the fewer and
traveling friends at Ephesus. lio doubt the money or other '
gifts would have been welcomed by him ntlnomn also, but they'
were & necessity at Ephesus. The trying times placed him in
such: a position that there vas actual need. His friends there
could not aid him for they themselves were hard pressed. Again,

let us consider the person of Epaphroditus,(Phil.2,25) "Yet

I supposed it necessary to send unto you Epaphroditus, my brother
and companion in labor, and fellow soldier, but your messenger
and he that ministered unto my wants. Fo; he longed for you all
and was full of heaviness beceuse that ye had heard that he wes
sick, for indeed he was sick; nich unto death, but God had mercy
on him, ané not only on him but ‘on me also, lest I should have
sorrow upon sorrow, I sent him therefore the more carefully

that when ye mey see him again ye may rejoice that I be the less
sorrowful. Receive him therefore in the Lord with 2ll gladness and
hold such & reputation; beceuze for the work of Christ he was
nigh unto death, not regurding his life to supply your lack
of.service to me." How much easier it would be for the news

of the sickness of Epaphroditus to reach Philippi from Ephe-

sus!: Agein what reason could this man have to disregard his

life in servide to Paul 1n Rome when Pgnl was livins in his own

"II"“'.‘ Lonce o s ok man p, evtstfat 1 .:.'.1. ] '-'l- o -EJ" L7 £

hired house and preaehing "no man torb:l.dd.:l.ng him" (Acts 28,31) ?
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The next companion to consider is Epaphras. Some com—
mentators identify him with Epaphroditus, but this is im-
possible. Epéphroditus came from the church at Philippi,
Epaphras was the representative of the church at Colosse.
(Col.1l,7.5;4,12) In the letter to Philemon, Epaphras is
mentioned as a fellow prisoner of Paul. Ve know that the t
trouble in Ephesus was not to be reghrded as a slight affair,
and thz=t Paul and his companions were at some time in prison.
ihere is no record of any of the compenions of Paul being placed
in prison at Rome. This too is quite natural, for the trial
of Paul would have been dismissed at Czesarea had not Paul
appealed to Caesar. The courteous treztment which he received
at the hands of Julius would show that he was not considered

& ceriminal. Why then should a feliow worker of his be placed

into.prison at iome % ?he case at Ephesus is of a different
nature. It is true that the letter to the Romans contains a
statement concerning two other people who vere prisoners
(16,7) namely Andronicus and Junia. These were in Rome. Paul,
however, mentions the fzct that these were "in Christ before
him®. They may have been place into prison during the trouble
which caused Claudius to send out the decree expelling all
Jews, And again, the generous diéposition of the guard had
not be=n obtained before the arrival of Paul, and the Jews
;ere generelly hated. Phis would not in any way detract from
the i aets befors mentioned, and consequently I consider

Epaphras to have heen a fellow prisoner of Paul at Ephesus.
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But now, what are we to do with the runaway slave, Ones-
imus ? Is it possible that he could have orossed the country
from Colosse to a seaport, and hidden himself on a ship bound
for that far away port of Rome ? The Roman Lam urged strong
measures against runaway slaves. Could he have gone this dis-
tance unrecognized ? Yhy need home come into consideration at
all ? It seems het the first city a person in such a condi-
tion would think about would be the largest city near pis
home where he could lose himself in the undercurrent and
finzlly become swzllowed up entiraly.-pnesimu; had no means
to cross the sea except that which he had stolen from his
master. Ephesus was the third lzrgest city in the Roman Emp-
ire at this time. Surely, considering all the difficulties

which an open sez voyaze would bring, and the questions which

would urise at the cepital, Ephesus would have been by far

the better cholce.

Thus fzl' we have only considered -the story from the

side of the slave, Let us now look into the letter which he
is.to bring to his master after Paul found him. In the tenth
verse of the letter to Fhilemon, Paul writes:" I beseech thee
for my son Onesimus whom I have begotien in my bonds." It is
altogether possible that Onesimus was caugﬁt by the authori-
ties and placed into prison. It may ﬂawe been the same prison
in which Paul was. It is then that the words which the apostle
writes have a real meaning. Paul in prison became acquainted
with or recognized the slave and converted him. "He was begot-

ten in iy bonds." How else would he come into contact with




Paul ? And how would he have ;een Paul if the events took
place in Rome ? Paul vas dweliing in his own ﬁrivnte house.
Would the slave have had the courage to coms to Paul and tell
him about himself, or would we have to accept & chance recog-
nition ? Paul writes further in the letter to Philemon,®™ But
withal prepare for me also a lodging; for I trust that thru
your prayers I shall be given unto you." The whole scene
receives a different atmosphere if we place the writing of
the lettsr in Ephesus. The,Paul oguld easily hope to visit
Philemon in a short time if he were relea;ed from his bonds.
whether Paul did tuke aduantage of ths hospitality for which
he asked we do not know. We have reason to believe thet he
did not. ﬂe left Ephesus in & hurry because of the trouble

cacused by Demetrius, the silver-smith. To return to the inland

would subJect him to another visit to this troublesome city,
and the need for & hurried exit was evident. Evidence faken
from Onesimus would tend to place the writing of the letter

to Philemon during Paul's stay at Ephesus.

Another coworker of Paul was Jesus Justus, vho is men-—
tioned in the letter to the Colossians. e was very likely
the man who is mention in connection with the events at Cor—
inth. mow he came to be acquainted with the members oi the
church at Colosse wili always remain in doubt, but when we
consider the vast emount of travel which those interested in
the spreading ot the Gospel did, we can readily imagine that

the roads in Asia vwere seldom without their travelers inter—

ested in the Word of God. It would hardly be fair to say that

ST @0 e = - - . - - - vom - == . = - e e A @ e S e ——
- |



24. -
he traveled all the vay to Kome and also to Colosse for
he no doubt hed & family &t Corinth. It was at his home
that Paul and his companions stayed during the latter part
of their first visit to Corinth.

The man upon whom the discussion finaliy rests is Aris-
tarchus. e do not know how he became acquainted with Paul
or when he came to Ephesus, but we 4o know that he was there

during the time of trouble, and that he and Paul wers not

strangers. " And the whole city wes filled with confusion

and having caught Gaius and Aristarches, men of Macedonmia,

%aul's companions in travel, tﬁey rushed with one eccord into

the theatsr." They were Paul's compznions in travel ( Acts 19,29)
but where they traveled.with Paul 1s not staied. The fact,

hovever, remains. It leads us to thing thet they were with

Paul - for & longer period of time. In the le tter to Philemon,
Aristerchus is mentioned as a fellow loborer. ke must then
have become mcqueinted with Fhilemon at some time. If the lettsr
to Philemon was written at a somewhet early dete it may have
been thzt Paul did meke use of the hospitality asked for

in the letter and that Aristarchus and Gaius were his compan-
ions on that trip. Luke, however, 1eavgs the matter in doubt.
In the letter to the Colossians, Aristarchus is mentioned as
a fellow ppisoner of Paul. *his would then presume a very
early acquaintance with the apostle at Bphesus. *he entire
matter can be thus stated: Aristarchus is mentioned as a
feliow prisoner; he was taken and dragged into the theater,

but in this case no mention is made of a prison sentence.

.
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We have no prood that he went to kome with Paul for he is
not mentioned in that conneoction. Is it not possible there-
fore thit he was taken with Paul and placed into prison with
him'durina the early part or the sojourn at Ephesus ?

Another point in proving that the letters of captivity
vere written at Ephesus is:

We know that the Thessalonicans sent a delegation to
Paul at Ephesus, namely Gaiucs znd Aristarchus (Acts 19,29;
20,4); we know that a delegation from Corinth came to see him
at this time, Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achalcus ( I Cor. 18,
17); Demas was present from Colosse; ftmothy from Lystra;.
Tychicus and Trophimus were with him at ithis time 15 Ephesus
too; (acts 21,22; 20,4); thersfore it would seem entirely in
order if we were to assuue Lh;t these other men were delega-
tions from their cities too: Epephroditus from Philippi;
Epaphras from Colosse. The letter to Philemon is of a special

private character and would nat coms into consideration in

connection 'with these dslegations.

There can be no argument deduced from the other men,
who are mentioned in the letters of captivity, stating that
they wer: not at Ephesus. They were both at Rome ana at
Ephesus for.Paul did not send men into a country with which
they were not acquainted. Tychicus brought the letter to the
Ephesians. We must also take the statement that Crescens
was in Ephesus as a fect for the same reason, and Crescens
was sent to Galgtiai Demas was mentioned both in the letter

to the Colossians and to Philemon. Surely Paul would notL




extend the grectings of a man who was a stranger to them.,
The other men do not come into consideration for all are
agreed that they were actual.y with Paul at Ephesus: ugpkj:
Timothy, Luke, and Titus.

Paul's work in Ephesus was cut short by the uprising
that resulted from the loss of trade which the silver-smiths
of the city suffered, Demetrius in particular. Paul hurriedly
left the city and went into iiacedonia. which of his companions
accompznied him on this trip is not stated. From the folicwing
verses we Judge that they were Aristarchus, Gaius of Thessa-
lonica, Timothy and Luke. The author of the Acts writes 1lit-
tle of this part of the trip. Paul went into Gresce &nd re-—
mained Lhere three months. During this time it is probable
that z2l1ll1l but Timothy went Lo their homes.

Titus had been sent before to tauke care of the work
in Corinth. apollos, as stated previously, did not wish to
return, so Titus was sent to take his place. After lsaving
Ephesus Paul awzited news from him, but none came. This in-
duced Pzul to go more quidkly into Liacedonia. Here was comfort
for the troubled apostle. "Nev:=rtheless God comforted us
by the coming of Titus." The congregation at Corinth was
indeed a problem. During the ministry of Apollos they had
split into pzrties and caused Paul to write the first letter
to the Corinthians. Now evidently they were dissatisfied with
something else and were not reacting io the christian admon-

ition which Paul gave them. He writes in. the second letter,

) R LR TR DAY el Lt e SR




7.

(12,18) " I desired Titus, and with him I sent a brother.
Did Titus make amin of you ? walked we not in the same
spirit ? walked we not in the sume steps 7 "

Paul prcceeded to Corinth and remained the;e for thrse
months. Here he wrote the letter to the LRomans, and set the
Corinthian congregation in order. lie then planned to sail to
Heapolis but & plot vias drawn up ageinst him. Becaue of this
he took the overland route thru Berea, Thessalonica, and thence
to Philippi. At Philippi he was Joined.by Luke. A lurger num-—
ber of comapnions ewaited him at Tr;as. (Acts 20,4) These had
been sent on from Heapolis (Acts 20,4)," ind there accompanied
him into Asia, Sopnater of Berea; and of the Thessalonicans,
Aristarchus and Secundus: and Gaius of Derbe and Timotheus;
and of iAsia, Tychicus and Trophimus. These going before tar—
ried for us at Troas." It seems that the congregations tried
to have men with Paidl at all times. ?his might have becn for
his protection or for the training of men to take care of the
congregation at a later date. By accompunying him ther could
learn mors of the Gospel message and be fitied to carry on the

work after his death, we find new men with him from time to
time. The older ones go away and are found taking care of the
congregations which were foundeé by Paul on his journeys. At
Trozs we lose track of all but three; Luke, Aristarchus, and
' Trophimus. These three accompanied Psll on his trip to Jer-

usalem and were with him when he.was captured and placed into

prison.

When they arrived in Caesarea Paul was halled with the

e s e
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prophecy of Agabas that Paul would be bound and delivered unto
the Gentiles. This, however, did not hinder him ffom going to
Jerudalem. From Caesarea a number od disciples went with him,
one especialiy is izentioned, Hngson. a man of Cyprus, with

vhom he lodged. (Acts 21,18)

The trouble in Jerusalem is said to have been czused
by Trophimus who had been seen with Paul.(Acts 21,29) The
Jews accused him of taking this men from Ephesus into the
temple. The lew stated, "No man of alien race is to enter
within the bzalustrade and fence that goes around the tem-
ple. If any one is taken in the act, let him know that he
. has himself to blame for the penalty of death that follows."
( I, T. Commentary for English Readers II,149) Of this Paul
wes accused, IT the chief captain of the Roman soldiers had

not been near there would have been no question concerning
the fate of Paul. He was taken into custody by the soldiers.

Trophimus now dropped out of the discussion.

Atter the period of captivity in Caesarec, they embarked
in a2 ship of Adramyttium meaning to szil by the coasts of
Asiz. Luke writes (Acts 27,2)," And entering into a ship of
Adramyttium, we launched, ‘meaning to s&il by the coasts of
Asia, one Aristarchus, a Liacedonian of Thessalonica being
with us." This is the last mention made 2f Aristarchus in the
history of Paul's travels. He is not said to have arrived
with them at Rome, nor is there any mention made of him in
the: letters to Timothy or Titus. Luke seems to have included

2 subtle reference in the remark "meaning to sail by the coasts
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of Asia." This gave Aristarchus an excellent chance to drop
out of the account, something which no doubt happened at this
time. There i= no. reason why he should have gons with Paul.
Luke was the apostle's physician, and as such Paul had need
of him. Aristaréhus had been trained to preach, and preachers
were needed both in the vicinity of Ephesus as well as in
lizcedonia,.. Thus Luke was left as the only companion of Paul
on this Jjourney to Rome. Vhy should the others endanger their

lives sinee sziling &t this time of the yesar wes hazardous ?

fhe ship sailed to the east of the isle of Cyprus, then
clung closely to the shore of asia. It stopped at ilyra where

Paul a2nd Luke disembarked. Another ship took them past the
isle of Rhodes. The strong winds forced them to stey to the
les of Crete; then rounding the islend they headed into the
wind for Fair Havens. This,however,was not the meain port of
Crete. Phenice furnished better wintering quarters. They set

sail agein hoping to make the harbor there, but the wind was

contrary. ‘hey landsd at Clsudia to prepare the ship for the
battle with the wind and the waves. First on the starboard

and then on the port they tried to tack their way westward.
The drift, however, was too strong so that they wers driven

; to the southward and were in danger of running onto the Syrtis
or Juicksands which lie off the coast: of Africa. After fighting

every inch of their way, they were finaclly shipwrecked on the

island of Malta. Here followed the incident in which Paul
threw off a venomous viper into the fire and suffered no

harm. Paul here hezled the tather of Publius who wes one of

the chief men of the island. (Acts 28,8. They then sailed for
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Syrucuse, Rhegium, and Puteoli. From thence they traveled
overland to Appii Forum and ‘hree Taverns where they were
met by 2 delegation of the disciples from Rome. They finally
arrived in Rome and Paul was given over into the custody of ‘
the Roman guard. He was treated with evsry courtssy possible
under the circumstences and permitted to live in his own
hired house. Luke concludes the history of jficts with the
worde, " And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired hcuse,
and received all that came in unto him, preaching the kingdom
of God, and teaching those things vhich concern the Lord Jesus
with all confides.cs, no men forbidding him."

The narrative conesrning the life of Faul end his com-
panions now suddenly stops. «e have &« few references of &
later-aetivity in the pastoral letters but they come to us
us tiny specks of light in utter derkness. ‘he mozt complete
of these references in found in II Timothy 4, 9=12, "Do thy
diligence to come unto me shortly: for Demas hath forsaken
me, having loved this present worlé, and is departed unto
Thessalonica; Cresceng to Calatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.

Only Luke is with me. Take Mark and bring him with thee: for
he is profitzble to mé for the ministry. And Tychicus have I

sent to Ephesus."

Before the writing of the pastoral letters, modern com-
mentators uzssume thz=t Paul took another Jjourney. ke had the
desirs to go to Spain, but whether he dié this or not is not
definitely to bes dstermined. lhe meager references are not
sufficient to form an itinerary. That he went to lacedonia

we infer from his reference in Titus 3,1%2," —— be diligent
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to come unto me to Nicopolis: tor I have determined thers to
winter." Evidently before this he was in Crete, for in the
samo lette. he writes, " For this cause left I thee in Crete."
The last mention we have of Titus is in the passage to Timothy,
"Titus to Dalmatia."

Crescens was sent to.Giélatia. This man is not mentioned
again. Thychicus was sent'to Ephesus, very likely cicrrying the
letter to the Ephesians, Demgs had forsaken Paul and had gone

home.

Luke, Timothy, and Liark are with Paul at the end. Then
they too drop out of history. Mxirk chenged since his desertion
at Pergs, 1or now Paul wrote, "for he is profitzble to me

for the ministry."

Thus the history of the companions ot Paul was brought
to & close. ©ie have surveyed briefly the fields of their
activity. iiuch more could be written about each, but that
would be based upon supposition entirely. Scripture says no
more concerning them in their eonneet;on with St. Paul.
About their later life nothing more is said. It seems &s tho
the Holy Spirit wished to keep the Apostolic Age a separate

.chapter in the vworld's history.




The Friends and
arranged with

Achalious Corinth

ompanions of St. Paul Alphabetically

the Fields of their Aativity

Fortunatus Corinth Patrobas
Ephesus Ephesus Persis
Agebas Jerusalem Phebe
Alexender Ephesus Gaius (I) Usrbe
Amplias  Rome Neapolis Philemon
Andronicus Rome : : Troas Piilologus
Apollos  Ephesus Gaius (II) Thessalonica Phlegon
: Corinth Ephesus Phygllus
. Grete . Priscilia
Appelles Rome Hermas Rome
Apphia Rome Hermes 1'ome
Aquila  Pontus Hermogenes Xsia
Rome Herodian  Rome Publius:.
Corinth Pudens
Ephesus Jailor,the Philippi
Apchippus Colosse James Jerudalem = GQuartus
Aristarchus Troas Jason ® Thessalonica
Ephesus Corinth Rufus
Thessalonicaj,gag Jerusalem
Keapolis Antioch Secundus
Jerusalen | jgulia iome
(Caesarea) | gynia iome
Aristobulus some Justus . Ephesus Silas .
Asyneritus Eome Sopater
Linus Rome
Barnabas * Lois Lystra
Lucius Corinth
Carpus Troas 3 Luke * gouigatar
Cephes Jerusalem Thvatira osthienes
Claudia Rome LYS1e pgilippi Stachys
Clement Philippi f Stephanas
Cresens [ome .
% Ceicalutia) ai|ESRSES Aot osh Syntyche
Grispus  Corinth Lary Jerusalen :
t s Timethy
Damaris #thens naso Cvprus - mo "
Dionysius Athens ke ngﬁsalem Titus
Demas Ephesus
Rome
Thessalonicam‘rcis'us o Trophimus
llereus Rome :
Eodias Philippi Rymphas Laodicea
Epaenetus Athens (?) ;
Epaphras Ephesus Olympas Rome Tryphena
Colosse Onesimus ‘Colosse Tryphosa
Epaphroditus Ephesus : ° Ephesus Tychicus
 Philippi Onesiphomus Ephesus
Erastus Ephesus Rome
. Macedonia
Eubulus Rome * Very frequent
Eunice Lystra companions of the Urbane
Eutyches Troas apostle Paul. Zenas

Rome
Rome
Rome
Corinth
Colosse
Home
Home
Asia
Pontus
Rome
Corinth
Ephesus
Malta
Rome

Corinth
Rome

Thessalonica
Keapolis
Troas

Berea
Philippi
Neapolis
Troas
Corinth
Corinth
Home
Corinth
Ephesus
Fhilipnpi

Corinth

kiacedonia
Rome
Crete
Neapolis
Troas :
Jerusalem
Miletum
Rome

Rome
Keapolis
Troas
Ephesus
Rome
Vrete (?)
Rome
Crete
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