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'l'HB COMP.t.NIO.NS OP ST. PAUL 

In treatins a aubJeat of t~ia k:llld it is natural to 

·ask the question: whom should we aonaider aompaniona ot ttie 
• 

Apostle Paul? It we were to oonaider all those men and women 

who at various times were his ooworkers and friends, we would 

have a work whioh would till volumes. Por this reason I will 

deal with those men only who were his oompanion■ and ooworker■ 

on his various Journeys. It is not my purpose to treat . all 

or them biographically ror large books have been written 

about some or his companions, Luke, the beloved phyaioian 

tor exo.mple. It is my purpose to fix in the mind or the read­

er an aasoa1at.1~n between the name■ which we so often hear 

in aonneotion with the l e~ Testament, especially in the le~ 

ters or st. Paul, and the field ot the activity ot these men • 

. 
After Puul had been received by the disoipies at Jer-

usalem, he spent a period of years in Arabia and then return-
. 

ed to his home city, Tarsus, there to remain untl.l Barnabas 

again sought him out. (Acta 11,25.) Th~ oonsresation at 

Antioch then sent the two of them on a m1aa1qn of relief to 

the brethren in Judea. Paul now be~ame the assistant of 

Barnabas, who••• oalled the Son of Consolation. He was the 

first to be Paul •·s friend and companion. It la a matter of 

supposition whether the~ were acquainted before Paul'• aon­

veraion or not. iia:a:·nabaa was a Jew or the isle o~ Cyprus. He 

wa.a a,1,evite, and, as auah, was well! :l.nat.ruated ln the Sari~ 

turea. It. ta altoaether possible that the t•o were aaquainted 

tor, a■ Dr. Howson point■ o~t, t he two aountrlea, 0111a1a 



a. 
and Cypru■, were alo■ely aonneated aommeralall.y. Then too, 

•l~ae Barnaba■ was a Levite and Paul was a ■ealou■ member 

ot the Pharisaic seat, they miaht have been student.a toae~er 

at the feet of Gamaliel, or they misht have atudl•d together 

at t.he univer■ity at Tarsus. Both,• at any r.ate, were J•••• 

(Aat■ 4,38) 

. 
Barnabas had shown himaelr a Roacl friend ot Paul in 

Jer uaalem.(Aata 9,27) • hen Barnabas was sent to minister to 

the scattered Christiana at Ant1oah he sought out Paut to 

help him. Toaether they worked in the city tor one year (Acta 

11,26) and were then sent. on the mission ot relief to Judea. 

(Aata 11,30) 

Barnabas bad found open arms ln the city of Jerusalem 

art.er he had acaepted the rellslon or Uhrlat. At the time dt 

neud and tor the common good he sold his land and presented 

the church with the money thus derived. (Aata 4, 37) Bow he, 

together with Paul,again brought relief t~ the sufferer■ in 

Jerusalem. He was a man of aenerous aharacter, and tilled 

wl th the Holy Ghost (Acta 11.,,23) aa hie former gift.a, hla 

friendship tor Paul, and this ~ourney show. 

After they had aompleted their ministry, they returned 

to Antioch and brough\ with them John Mark. It la now that 

they received~the dlreat aall tor missionary work. (Aata 13,8) 
. 

The Holy Ghost aal« unto the diaaiplea at Antloah, •separate 

unto me Barnabas and Saul ror the worK whereunto I have aalled 

them.• 



.l!iow beaan the real work ot the Apoatle Paul. Barnaba■ 

and Paul, acuo,apanied by the youna Mark, ■ailed tor Salami■ 

on the island ot Cyp:ru■• Here, Luke tell■ 1111, they went tbr.u 

the whole island. Thia was the home country of Barnabas, ao 

he was well acquainted here. They ihen aame to Paphoa on \he 
' other end ot the ~•le. Here they are a nded to appear b►. 

tore Sergius Paulus who was the Roman representative there • 
. 

It was here that the apostle changed bi■ name from Saul to 

Paul. Under what influence he did this we do not know. It 1■ 

interesting to note that Paul took the lead1na hand in the 

events at ~aphos. He performed the miracle and ■truck the 

sorcerer, Elymas, with blindness. (Acts 13,8) Barnabas now 

took a secondary position. Before the events at Papho■ the 

names were liruc.ed together •Barnabas and Saul•, but now they 

became • ~aul and his company• (Acta 13,13) and •Paul and Bar­

ilabas•. (Aats 14,14) 

John Uark la not mentioned in the accounts until the 

party ar rived at Persa. It la evident that ht■ position was 

or a secondary r.o.ture since he did not have the call to so 

on this trip. Perhaps it. ta because he w&.a the • ■t■·ter• • ■on 

to Barnabas• (Col.4,10) that he was a member or the party. 

The ract that he ta not mentioned obviates any critioism a■ 

to the orrtcial character or the trip atter he drops out.• 

The dtaou■aton will center upon him aaatn at a later time. 

• W.M. Taylor 







extend the sreutinss or a man who was a stranser ~o them. 

The other men do not oome into oonaideration tor all are 
z. 

asreed that they were aotual~y witb Paul at Ephesus: Uark.· 

Timothy. Luke •. and Titus. 

Paul's work in Ephesus was cut short ~Y the upr1a1ns 

that resulted trom the loss or trade which the silver-smiths . 
of the city suffered. Demetrius in part1aul&r. Paul hurriedly 

left the aity and went 1nto Uaaedon1a. which or his companions 

accompanied him on this trip 1s not stated. From the tollowiq 

verses we Judge that they were. Arist&rohus9 Gaius or Thessa­

lonica, Timothy and Luke. !be author or the Aots writes lit­

tle or t his part. of tbe trip. Pml went into Greeoe and re­

mained there three months. During this time it is probable 

th& all but Timothy went to their homes. 

'1'1 tus ha.d been sent before to t ake care or the work 

in Corinth. apolios, as stated previously. did not wish to 

return. so Tit.us waa sent t? take his plaae. After leavina 

Ephesus Paul a~aited news from him. but none aame. This in;.. 

duaed Paul to go more quidkly into lfaaedonia. Here was aomtort 

tor the troubled apostle. •1ev~rtheless God comforted us 

by the coming or Titus.• The conaresation at Corinth was 

indeed a problem. During the ministry or Apollos they had 

split into parties ana caused Paul to write the first letter 

to the Corinthians. Now evidently they were d1asat1at1e~ witb . 
something else and were not reacting to the chr1at.1an admon-

iti on which Paul gave them. He �w�r�i�t�e % � in. the.second letter. 



27. 

(12,18) • I desired Titus, and with bim I aent a brother. 
I 

Did Titus make &l)t.in ot you 7 walked we not in ttie aame 

spirit? walked we not in ·the same atepa? • 

Paul prcoeeded to Corinth and remained there for thr,e 

months. Here he wrote the letter to the Romana, an4 set ttie 

Corinthian consresat1on in order. He then planned to sail tD 

Ueapolis but a plot was drawn up against him. Beaaue. ot ttiia 

he took the overland route thru Berea, ~hessalon1ca. and thenae 

to Philippi. At Philippi he was Joined by Luke. A l~rser nwn­

ber of comapnions awaited him at Troas. (Aats 20,4) These had 

been sent on from Heapolis (Acts 20,4),• /111d there accompanied 

him into Asia, Sopater of Berea; and of the Theaaaloniaa.ns. 

Aristarchus and Secundus: and Gatus or Derbe and Timotheus; 

and or a sia, tyohicus and Trophimus. These going before tal"­

ried for us at Troas.• It seems tha t the consresat1ona tried 

to have men with Paul at all times. this might have bean tor 
a 

his protection or ror the trainiDG of men to ta.Ke aare or the 

conar egation at a later da te. By accomplADJ'iDS him the, could 

lear n more or the Gospel messasa and be fit~ed to carry on the 

work after his death. We rind new men with him rrom time to 

time. The older ones so away and are tound t&king care or the 

congregations which were rounded by Paul on his Journeys. At 
. 

Troas we lose track of all but three, LUke, Aristarchus, and 

Trpph1~us. These three acaompan1ed P&~l on his trip to Jer­

usalem and were with hia when he was captured and plaaed into 

prison. 

When they arri~ed in Cae■area Paul was hailed with th• 



prophecy ot Asabu that Paul would be bound and delivered unto 

the Gentiles. 1h~a, h~ever, did not hinder him f1'om 10£na to 

Jeru.dalem. Prom Caeaarea a number ol disciples went with him, 

one especially is mentioned, Mnason, a man ot Cypru.a, with 

whom he lodged. (Acts 21~16) 

The trouble in Jerusalem is said t.o have been caused 

by Trophimus who had been seen with Paul •. (Acts 21,29) The 

Jews aceused him or taking this man rrom Ephesus into the 

temple. The law stated, •No man ot alien race is to enter 

within the b&lustrade and renae that aoes around the tem­

ple. It any one la taken in the oat, let him know that he 

has himself to blMe ror the penalty or death that follows.• 

( N. T. Com.~entary tor English Reaclers II,149) Of this Pau.l 

was &ccused. Ir the chief o•pta1n of the Roman aol41era had 

not been near there would have been no question aonaernina 

the rate or Paul. He was taken into austody by the soldiers. 

Trophimus now dropped out. or the discussion • 
• 

. 
Af~or the period of. captivity in Oaesare&, they embarke4 

in a ship of Adr111DN,t.t.ium meaning to sail by the aoast.s of 

Asia. L~ke writes (Aats 27,2),• And entering into a ship of 

Adramyttium, we launched, ·meani~S to •~11 by the aoast.■ of 

As·ia, one Aristar chus, a waoedonian of 'rhessaloniaa being 

with us.• this is the last mention made of Arist&ra4us in the . 
history of' Paul I s travel■·• He is not said to have arrived 

with them at Rome, nor is there any mention made or him 1~ 

the· letters to Timothy or Tit.us. Luke seems t.o have included 

a subtle reference in the remark •meaning t• sail by the aoasta 



29. 

aJf Asia.• Thia save Aristarahua an exaellent. ahance t.o drop 

out. ot the aaaount., aomet.bin& whiah no doubt. happened at t.hiai 
. 

time. There is &~- reason why he should have sone with Paul. 

Luke was the apostle's phyaiaian, and as auah Paul had need 

or him. Aristardhua had been trained t.o p~eaah, and preaahera 

were needed both in the via1n1ty of Bpbesus as well as in 

1·acedonia •. Thus Luke was left as the only aompanion or Paul 

on this Journey to Rome. Why should the others enaanser t.heir 

lives since s ailing at. this time or the year waa hazardous 7 

The ship s &iled to the e~at or the isle or Cyprus, then 

cluns closely to the shore or A'Sia. It stopped at Uyra where 

Paul and Luke disembarked. Anot.h~r ship took them past. the 

isle or Rhodes. The strong winds toraed them to stay to the 

l ee of Crete; then roundins the island they headed into the 

wind f or Fair Havens. This,however,was not. the main p.ort of 

Crete. Phenice furnished better winteri~ quarters. They aet. 
. 

s ail again hoping to maka the harbor there, but the wind was 

contrary. ~hey l anded at Claudia to prepare the ship tor the -
battle with the wind E.nd the waves. First op the starboard 

and then on the port. they tried to t.aak their way westward. 

The d.rift., however, waa too st.rans so that they were driven 

.., 

t.o the southward and were in danger or r-unnins onto the Syrt.la 

or ~uicksanda which lie ort the aoaat.· or Afriaa. Aft.er fight.ins 

every inch ot their way, they were f i nally shipwreaked· on the 

island or Ualta. Here followed the in~ident 1n which Paul 
threw oft a venomous viper into the tire and· ■uttered no 

harm. Paul here healed t he rather of Publiua who was one or 

the ahiet men or the island. (Aats 28,B. They then sailed ror 



• 

so. 
Syraauae, Rhestum, and Puteoli. Prom thenae they traveiea 

overland to Appi1 Forum and ~tiree Tavema where they were 

met by a delegation or the diaaiples from Rome, They finally 

arrived in Rome and Paul •~s given over into the bustody of 

the Roman suard. He ••s treated with every courtesy possible 

under the circumstances and perm1ttod to live in his own 

hired house. Luke aoncludes the history of kats witb the 

words,• And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, 

and received all that aame in unto him, preaahing the kinadom 

or God, and teaching those things which aonaem the Lord Jesus 

with all contide,.o~. no man forbidding him.• 

The narrative concerning the life oi ra.ul and his com­

panions now suddenly stops. ~e have a few references ot a 
• 

later activity in the pastoral letters but they come to ua 

as tiny specks of lisht in utter d&rkneas. The mos t complete 

or these references in round in II Timothy 4, 9-12, •Do thy • 

diligence to come unto me shortly: tor Demma hath forsaken 

me, having loved this present world, and ts departed un\o 

Thessalonica; Cresaens to Galatia. Titus unto Dalmatia. 

Only Luke ia with me. Take U&rk and bring him with thee: tor· 

he is profitable to me for the ministry. And Tychicus have I 

sent to Ephesus.• 

Before the writina of the pastoral letters, modem aom­

mentators asswne that Paul took another Journey. lie had. the 

desire to ao to Spain, but whether he did this or not is not 

definitely to be detem1ne4. ~he measer references are not 

suftiaient to form an itinerary. That he went to Miaedonia 

we infer rrom his reterenae in Titus s,12,• - be diligent 

• 
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to oome unto m• to Hioopoli■: tor l have determined there to 

winter.• Evidently before thia he•~• in Crete, tor in the 

au.mo lette_ he writes,• For this c~use left I thee 1n Crete.• 

The, last ment.•ion we have or Titus is in the passage to T1mothr, 

•Titus to Dalmatia.• 

Crescena ••• sent to .Galatia. Thia man is not mentioned 

again. Thychicus ••• sent ' t,o Ephesus, very likely• o&.rryiq the 

letter to the Ephesians. Dem,■ had forsaken Paul and had gone 

liome. 

Luke. Timothy, and Ji!ark are with Paul at the end. Then 

they too drop out ot history. ~&rk che.nged since his desertion 

at Persa, tor now Paul wrote, •tor he is profitable to me 

for the ministry.• 

Thus the history or the companions or Paul was brought 

to a close. w, hate surveyed briefly the fields or their 

activity. ~uch more could be written abou\ ,each, but that 

would be based upon supposition entirely. Sor1pture says no 

more concerning them in their connection with St. Pa~l; 

About their later lite nothing more 1a said. It seems aa tho 

the Holy Spirit wished to kee~ the Apostolio Age a separate 

-chapter in the world's history. 

-



. 
fte l'r1en4a an4 Oompan-iona or St. Paul Alpha'bet1aall:, 

arranae4 with the P1e14a oT their Aat1vit.y 

Aah&iau■ Corinth 
Bphe8WI 

As•b•• Jerusalem 
Alexander Bphe■ua 
Ampliu l\o,ne 
And.roniaua Rome 
Apollow Epheau■ 

• 
Appellea 
Apphia 
Aquila 

Corinth 
aret.'e 
Rome 
Rome 
Pontu■ 
Rome 
Corinth 
Ephesus 

ADohippua Colo■■• 
Aristarchus Troaa 

Ephesus 

Portunatu■ 

Gaiu■ (I) 

Ga1ua (II) 

Herma■ 
Herme■ 
Hermosene■ 
Herod1an 

Jailor,1.he 
James 
Ja■on 

Theaaalonial\Judaa 
1:eapoli■ 
Jerusalem Julia 
(C~eaarea) Junia 

Ar1atobulua Aome Juatua 
Aaynaritus Rome 

Barnaba■ • 
Carpus Troaa 
Cephas Jerusalem 
Claudia Rome 
Clement Philippi 
Cresena Rome 

~ Galatia 
qriapua Corinth 

Damaris 
D1onya.1ua 
De.ma■ 

••then■ 
Athena 
Epheaua 

Linus 
Loia 
Lua1ua' 
Luke • 
Lydia 

Uanean 
U&ry 
Mary 
&.rk 
an-■on 

• 

~he 1 1 Harciaaua ... eaaaona.a. 

Bodiaa 
Bpaenetua 
Bpaphraa 

Philippi 
Athena ('I) 
Bpheaua 
Coloaae 

tiereu■ 
Rymphaa 

Olympaa 
Onea1mu■ 

Corinth 
Bphe·■u• 

.&lerbe 

Pat.ro'baa 
Per1Ha 
Phebe 

Neapol1■ Ph1lemon 
Troaa ililoloaua 
Thea■alonioa Phleson 
Bp~eaua Pbygllua 

l\ome 
.a.10me 
Lia 
Rome 

Ph111pp1 

Pri■ailla 

Publlaa:. 
Puden■ 

Jeru.dalem Quartu■ 
• Thea■aloniaa 

Corinth Rutu■ 
Jerusalem 
Ant1oah aeoundu■ 
AOme 
name 
Bpb.eaua 

Rome 
Lyatra 
Corinth 

Th:,atira 
Philippi 

Antioch 
Rome 
Jerusalem 

Cyprua 
Jerusalem 

Rome 

Rome 
Lao4iaea 

S1laa • 
Sopater 

. So■iiat.er 
SoatJjenes 
Staahy■ 
Stephana■ 

. 
Syntyahe 

Tert1u■-
T1motby • 
Titus 

Bpaphroditua Bphe,ua 
• Philippi 

Ro.(lle 
·colQaae 
Bpheaua 

One■iphollll■ Bpheau■ 

Tr:,phena 
Tryphoaa 
T,:Yah1cua 

Brutus Ephesus 

Bulnllua 
Dmioe 
ftt:,ahes 

llaoedon1a 
Rome 
L:,atra 
Troaa 

Rome 

• Very frequent. 
a~panio~ of the 
apoat.le Paul. 

Urbane 
Zena■ 

Rome 
Rome 
Raae 
Corintli 
Coloaae 
Rome 
Rome 
Aa~a 
Pontua 
Rome · 
Corinth 
Kphesu.a 
llalta 
Rane 

ODrinth 

Roae 

Theaaalon1aa 
Heapol.1■ 
Troaa 

Berea 
Ph111pp1 
Heapol1a 
Trou· 
Corinth 
Corinth 
Rome 
Corinth 
Bphe■u■ 
Philippi 

Corinth 
. 

MaciedonJa 
Rome 
Crete 
·Keapol•:l• 
Troa■ 
Jeru■alui 
llilet;um 
Rome 
Ro.me 
lieapo11■ 
'1:roa■ 
Bphe■ua 
Rome 
~rete (t) 
Rome 
Crete 

. . 



' 

J 

BIBLIOGRAPH'f 

'Paul, the Missionary• - w. 11. Taylor 

•st. Paul, the traveller &tl4 tu Roman Citizen• - w. ll. Ram■ay 
1 Christi""1ity in the Apostolia Ase• - George T. PurYef 

•st. 2aul &n4 bis Coworkers• - L. Ee Ballan.ti-, s. J. 
Qatholia World 1917 p.106. 

''l'he Life ancl Epistles of st. Paul• - Rev. s. w .• Pratt. 

•st. Paul: Hi■· Lite and. Mini■try• - T. Binney . . 
•st. Paul, his Lite an4 T1me■• ___,; Iv·eraoh 

,, 

•'l'he Lite, Times, ancl ~ravels ot st. Paul• - Conybeare IID4 Howson 
1 Hiatoriaal geography ot the Holy Lan.41 - Smith 

•Bible D1a~1onary• - Smith 

•Travis Bible Ucp·s• - Travis 

•Youns'• ConaDr4anae• - ·Youns 
• Einleituna in du Neue Testament• - :ruerbrinaer 

•The Companions ot st. Paul• - John L. Howson, D/D. 

Greek New Testament 

Ensl1sb Bible . 
Hot,ea on Aata - course by P:rot. w ... ~t 

•Book ot Bo\lka• - Saballer 

• 


