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notices, which we f:l.m‘. in the Pauline ep:l.stles.n that vaul bore 237

no grudge against Jobn Mark because of his former weakness. In
Cole4,10 he implies his reostored confidence in llark and tells

the people at Colosse to receive him kindly. e commends him

to them as "a fellow worker unto the kingdom of God" and " a conm-
fort" to himself. These people probably had Heard something a-
bout ilark's unfaithfulness,since Uolosse is only about 110 miles

from Perga.

After the separation at Antioch very littldis sald about
lMark. There are only four scattered referocnces in the lebters.
We £ind him at the side of the Apostle in the first Roman cap-
tivity on the point of returning to Aslia liinor. There Paul re-
commended him to the Colossian brethren (Col.4,10). At about the
same time the lotter to Philemon was written, in which Yohn Mark
sent. srootingo along (Philemon 24). At some later date we £ind
Mark together:with Peter at Dabylon (Rome), where he worked to=
gether with his spiritual father.(1Peter 5,13.). The most touching
remark concerning the evangelist we find 2 Tim.4,11:"Take Mark
and bring him with thee: for he 1s profitable to me for the minis-
try". These words were written from Rome during the second cap-
tivity shortly before Paul's execution. The Apostle had forgot-
ten the youthful error of St Mark in the remembrance of his n;n'e
recent fidelity. This last reference gives u- a clue as to his
abode at that time. He must have been in Asia Minor in the neigh-
'hurlhood. of Ephesus, where Timothy was stationed. :

It is a pleasant task to speak of the later years of
llark's 1ife because the earlier roferences regarding his charac-
_ ter,1if 'i;hey were not supplemented by others, would create the




(the) wrong impression. But that Mark, who had been the unhappy ;J
cause of .the separation of Barnabas and Saul, who had once been
i-éjéotea by Paul as unwobthy to attend him,becausc he had previ-
ously abandoned the work of the Gospel out of timidity or indo=-
lence, is found at Rome administering obediently to the very
apostle who had formerly repudiated his services. This fidelity

of llark seenms to have presevored to the end . Panl even sends

for him to cheer him durirg his lusticaptivity (2Tim. 4,11).

Although lark did not feature as a writer while he was
a companion of Zaul,yct 1t would he proper to say a few words
about llark, the author. It is the mm.l‘::lmmusﬁfi'f"t "?h:l rear].y chiirch
that John Mark wrote the Gospel which is usually attributed to
him, Also most of the commentators agree that the Gospel was
written by a certain lMark. But the question ha..s been raised a-
Bout the number of lMarks who featured prominently in apostolis
times. Some scholars imagine a Petrine and a Pauline Murk. It
is easily conceilvable, however, how Mark got acquainted so well

with both apostles.

Another thing is quite certain, namely, that Mark wrote
under Peter's supervision. In his Ecclesiastical llistory Eusebius
has preseorved for us the statements and testimonies of some of
the earliest church men. Among these are Paplas,Juatin iartyr,
Irennceus and Origen. All of them agrce that liark worked under
Peter's supervision. One of them even g'nas so far as to oall the
Gospel the "memoirs of Peter". There are also some things in the
Gospel, which make it very plausible that nu-k.mm very strongly
influenced by Peter. (1). The large munber of detail betrays the
eye w:l.tne. (2). Four times Beter is mentioned by lark while not




by the other evangelists. (3) On the other hand his name is omdtted 30
in the na.rruf.:l.v.'e of certain incidents as for instance the prepa-
ration of the passover{ ilark 14,13 —==Luke 22,8)., The omission at

this place is ascribed to Peter's n_md.esty..

Just when the secomnl! Gospel was written,can not be definite~
ly stated., It must have been wrltten after the Letter to the Co=
lossians, because otherwisc *aul would have referred to this fact
instead of simply calling attention to Mark's relationship to
Barnabas. It was written before the dostruction of Jerusalem, other~
wise .l.lnrk would not have omitted to record such a remarkable ful-
fillment of our Lord's prediction. 1t has been suggested that it
was written during the time that Mark stayed with Peter at Rome.

This suggestion would agree very well with the testimony of Euse-

bius, Clement, Jerome, and Epiphanius.

Concerning the Gospel of Bt lMark certain characteristics
may he mentioned. As far as external features and characteristics
are concerncd the point of view of this gospel 1s Gentile; the
general aspcct is Roman; the style is tersc and precise; the most
strilking characteristic is compression, and the language 1s liebra-
istic. As far as contents _a;'e concerncd we may say that 1t gives
the events more in their detall than the other gospels. Finally
in its portraiture of Christ Mark's gospel presents him mainly
as the King of the world, who enters into his ministry preceded
by a "voice of one orying in the wilderness, Prepare yc the way
of the Lord" (Mark 1,2). Throughout the Gospel Christ is painted as
the monarch, vho has autljobity to subdue all things to the will
of heaven and to establish on earth a kingdom, that can not be
shaken.
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Kext to the two preachers, Timothy and Titus, and the two

authors there are no other men that stood so close to Paunl as Bar-
nabas and Silas., The information which we have in the Book of Acts

concerning these co-workers is comparatively plenteous.

The first one 1s Joseph, who is more generally lm.o\m as
Barnabas. He was a Jew of the bribe of Levi, He halled from the
island of Cyprus. Acts 4,36.37 he 1s mentioned as one of the men
who sold their land and brought the money to the apostles for the
purposc of alleviating the poverty of the ncedy brethren in Jeru-
salem. In the Bible he appears fob the first time in conneection
with Paul after the memorable conversion near Damascus. When Paul
came to Jernsalem after his escape from Damascus, the disciples
shunned him,bhelieving thai; he was still an enemy of Christ and -
His church, It was then that Barnabas vouched for him and con-
ducted him to the brethren,

It is probable that Paul and Barnabas were acquainted
with each other before. Cyprus is only a sall of a few hours from
Cilicia. Therefore the schools of Tarsus may have attracted the
Levite Barnabas., It was probably there that the friendship began,
which carried these men through so many vicissitudes d.nr:l.ng the
first missionary journey.

At the time of the persccutions many of the early GChristi-
ans were scattered abroad. Some of them, filled with the zeal of
their faith, preached to the people in the various regions. Especi-
ally at Antioch there was a great mmber of people who believed
and turned to the Lord. When thesc tidings reached the disciples
at Jerusalem, Barnabas was (delegated by the brethren to go to
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Antioch in Syria. Very probably the brethren at Jerusalem wanted

some first hand informetion regarding the status of the Christi-
anity of the people of that city. It had been noiscd abroad that

& large number had tiUrned to the Loxd. But the brethren at Jeru-
salem did not want to establish fratormal relations with the Christi-
ans at Antioch unless they were sure ofi.théir doctrinal stand.

The duty as visitor placed quitec a responsibility on Barnabas.

It showed the falith which the Christians at Jerusalem placed in

the Cyprian., Thus Barnabas became the first teacher of the mother
church to the new disciples at Antioch.

The man was well chosen,and the journey proved to be a
great blessing., When he arrived at Antioch, he was glad to find

real serious minded Christians in that great oriental metronolis |
(Antioch had about 500,000 inhabitants at the time).Upon his arri-

val Darnabas admonished and exhoited the Antiochians, His preaching

was very effective for "much people was added unto the Lora® (Actsll,24).

Since Antioch was a very large city, the missionary oppor=
tunities were so great that Barnabas felt the nced of a co=laborer.
lle therremembercd a man, whose missionary Zeal, courage and strength
of character were well known to him., le thought of Saul, who was 2
at that time in Tarsus. Tarsus, a clty of Cilicia, 1s not so very
far from Antioch. Barnabas came to Tarsus; and when he had found
B.au.'l., the two men returned to Syria. Thereupon they worked to-
gether in the chilrch of Antioch for a whole year.

The cooperative work of the two men had its beginning
here at Antioch. For some time now we find them laboring side by

side, This joint labor contimued -throughout the first missionary M
of Paul.
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After Barnnbas and Paul had labored so effectively at Anti-
och, they left that city to return to Jerusalem. They carried with
them a bounteous collection from the chr:l.sﬁ:l._m_s of Antioch since
a certain Agabus had predicted that a great famine woild come over
the i.nnd.. Many of the old ohuroh historians like Eusebius, Josephus
and Tacitus have a reference tonthis famine. It took place in 44 or
45 A.D. After the monoy had. been given over for the mse of the
suffering Christians,the two returned to Antioch taking John Mark,
the kinsman of Barnabas,with then.

During their second stay in Antiocl. (Achs 13,2) Barnabas
as well as Paul rccelved a direot calll from the Lord to do the
work for which he had especlally intended them, namely, to proclatm
the gospel among the gentiles. Af'ter they had becen properly ordained
by the laying on of hands togotiner with praying and preceded by fas-
ting, they were sent on what is comuonly known as the first missi-
onary journey of Paul. Barnabas figured very proninently in this
first missionary journey to the gentiles.

It was early in 4€ A,D. that the missionaries left Seleucia,
the port of Antioch, and embarked for the island of Cyprus in the

.Med:l.t;hrranenn, the former home of Barnabas.This dissertation does

not call for a detalled itincrary of Paul and Barnabas. In order

to gain our end, however, namely, to portiray nnmn'bu- as a compani-
on of Paul, it will be necessary to mote some of the important in-
cidents of the ﬁrst missionary trip o:F the great Apostle.

Wiile on Cyprus Barnabas and Paul journeyed through the
island and came to Paphos, where they were opposed by the sorcerer

Bar=Jesug, more commonly known as Elymas. Acts 13,9 tells us that
Saul, "who is also called Paul) --as Iuke remarks at this place--




