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Arnold Fi leyer.

The Companions of Paul on lils Various
Journcys and in liis antivities.




The Companions of Paul on His Various Journeys and in His
Captivities.

For the botter understanding of the position in which
the companions of Paul stood to the Apostle and the role whieh.
they played in the life and Jjourneys of this great missionary:it
is expedient to say a few words about that great Apostle to the
Gentliles. Paul is the axle around which all the companions revolve
as the separate parts of a great mechanism. Ve shall not attemmpt
to give a complete blography of the manj but we shall try to give
a brief survey of his life;in order that we may have a clear con=
ception also of the detalls,with which we are confronted in the

remarks concerning: some of the companions.

8t Paul was converted in the year 32 or 33 A.D, After he
had spent some time in Damascus, he went to Arabia and preached '
(Gal,1,8). Just how long he remained there,can not be defenite-
ly ascertaincd. lic later returned to Damascus. but was forced
to flece. Yhen he had made his escape with the help of his friends,
he came to Jerusalem. There EBarnabas led him to the disciples.
But during his stay at.Jerusalem attempts were made to slay bim,
Vhen the brethren heard of these plans, they sont him to Cilicia.
There he preached for some time,malcing Tarsus his headquarters.
It may be here ‘that some of the sufferings took place,vhich Paul
desoribes 2.Cor.11,24-26, '

Around the year 44 A,D. he came to Antioch in Syria,
where he worked -together with Barmabas. In the following year
Barnabas and Paul carried a collectlon to the needy brethren at




i derusalem in order to alleviate the sufferings, which had come
upon th. congregation at Jerusalem because of a scvere famine,
After thelr roturn the two men continued their work in the city
of Antioch.

The year 4 A,D, marks the beginning of the first mis-

} slonary journey. Throughout this journocy Barnabas was the Apostle's
faithful companion. The maln stations of their first itinerary
were Cyprus,Antioch in Pisidia,Iconlium,Lystra and Derbe. Upon
their rcturn the two missionarics attended the "Council at Jeru=-

salem!! This was around the year ¥ iA.D.

Jour ey

In this I‘:I.rs%i-‘aul may be sald to have been only trying
his wings; for although his course was adventurous yet it swept
only a limitcd circle. In his sccond Journey he performed a few
more distant and perilous flights., With Silas as his main com-
panion he set out from Antioch and traveled through Cilicia, Lyca-

onia and Galatia. This probably was in the year 6D A.D. Through
the dircction of the gulding Spirit they finally came to the city

of Troas on the Aegacan Sea. Due to the;"!acedonian (=||.11‘i they
even set sall for iacedonia in Europne. The!..-e Paul passed through
Philippi, Thessalonica,Borea,Athens and finally arrived at Co=
rinth on the Isthmus. From here he wrote the two letters to the °
. ~ congregation at Thessalonlca. Here he was also rejoined by Timo=
| : thy and Silas, who had remained in liacedonia when Paul had de=-
parted to go to Athens. Here he also became acquainted with Aqui-
la and Priscilla,the tent-makers. Faul remained in Corinth for a
} period of eighteen months(Acts 18,11). Considering the time which

it took to come from Antioch in Syria to Corinth and allowing for
o
visits in variousjwe may safoly say that Paul aid not leave Gorinth
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. broethren and soon passed on to Antioch,

npP "'t:?:l.th the collection for the nexly at Jerusalem. After he had

. was arrested.

3

t11ll the spring of $2 -AD. Thoreupon he hurried to arrive at Jeru=
salem for the feast ¢ Pentecost. Upon his arrival he saluted the

But Paul did not rest very long on his laurcls.ne again
set out to cormplete the trip which is commmonly designated as the
third journey. It included a visitation of the churches in Ga-
latia and Phrypia; but a pgreat part of the work centered in the
city of Lphesus,wherc he spent about three years (53-86' .AD.).
From there he wrote I Corinthians, After the uproar at Ephesus
Paul sailed for Macedonia, from where he wrote II Corinthians,

a2

lmch of hils time during this journey on the European continent wds td K€

visited vorinth,he prepared for his return trip to Jerusalem in

the spring of 68 A.D.. Shortly upon his arrival at Jem{além he

The next yoars(58i.D.-68 A.D.) were spent in the Cae-

sarean and the first Roman captivity. During the captivity he

wrote a number of letters to different congregations.(Note. Ab-—

solute certainty in the dates, which we have given in thei!pre-
ceding paragraphs, is not to be had.It is only by connecting
those events of sccular history ﬁh:l.oh the Book of Acts records,
and the datos of which are tolerably well known to 4S- such as
the famine under Claudius Unesnr(Actg 11,28), the expulsion of
the Jows from Rome by the same emperor (Acts 18,Z) and others

with certain intervals that are specificd between some happenings

* idn the life of the Apostle( Acts 20,31; 24,27; 28,30; and the

first two chapters of Galatimns)--that we may establish the chrono-

logy of Paul with an approximate certainty.The dates quoted in
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the proceding paragraphs have been adapted from "iife and Letters
of 5t Paul" (Conybeare and Howson) and in some instances from the

cormentary of Jamleson,fausset and Zrown.)

Acts 28,30-31 gives us the following information:"And
Paul dwelt two years in his own hired house, and recceived all
that came in unto him,preaching the kingdiom of God, and tcaching
those things which concern the Lord Jesus Uhrist, with all con-
fidence, no man forbidding him", This is the place where some
historians place Paul's condemmation and death. This i1s possible
bhut not probable. The tapgs which we find in some of the writings
arc like oracks and corevices in a groat wall, vhich permit us to
get some glimpses of Poul's lif'e after Acts 28,31, Luke tells us
no nore. Ve are left to ask whether after two years there was a
condermation or an:coquitial. The opinion is auite general,how-
ever, that he was .acqu:l.tted.. '

lie have not a prodigious stock of evidence on the sub-

ject,but yet the statements which we have are qulite conclusive:

‘(1) vlement, a disciple of Paul(Phil.4,3), asserts that Paul :
preached "in the east and in the west" and had gone "to the ex-

tremity of the west? iience he had probably fulfilled his origi-

nal imtention to go to Spain (Rom.15,24-28). (2) In the Oanon

Muratorli we find the following statement:"Luke =——===—- evident-

ly declares the martyrdom of Peter but omits the journey of Paul

PE———— N, .

from Rome to Spain? Aside from these therc are statements of Eu-
sebius, Chrysostom and S5t Jerome, which treat the westward jour-
ney from Rome as an established fact.Beslides these statements the
question of the genuineness of the Pastoral Lettcrs enters in. In
order to do justice to these episties,we must admit that after his

I;—




first Roman imprisomment St Paul traveled at 1liberty in Ephesus
(1 Tim.1,3),in urecte(Tit.1,3), in iacedonia(liim.1,2), in Mile-
tus(2 Tim.4,20) and in Kicopolis(Tit.3,12).

liow long thus freedom. lasted,is not known. liis martyr- :
don is sald to have occurred In the last ycar of Nero's reign.
That 1s the year 66 A.D.. This calculation puts five years at
our disposal. But what did he do? It is reasonable to suppose
that he fulfilled his intention expressed Philemon22 and Phil.Z2,24,
namely, to visit those brethren whom he had not seen personally as
Yet., After he had visited some of his old friends at Philippi and
and Ephesus and some of tliose wlio were as yet strangers to him
personally at Colosse and Laodicea, he probebly undertook the

long meditated jourmey to Spain.

Upon lhils return from Spain around the year G6 A.D. he may
have pgone to Ephesus and then to lMNacedonla. liere he probably was

detainedy but felt that Timotheus nceded some documentery assis-

tance. “liercfore Paul sent"I.Timothy"to his dear friend at Ephe=

sus, lis next trip probably was to Urete. But he did not':ft'ﬁe time ~:
to organize matters therc himself, so he left Titus in charge of
the clmrohes in CUrete and returned to Ephesus. From there he
wrote a letter to Titus shortly before his departure for Kico-
polis, where he intended to spend the winter (Tit.S,12)., It is
on this jm.u"ny from Ephesus to Nicopolis that we may place the
event of the sickness of Trophimms, who was Lorced to stay at
Uiletus (2Tim.4,20).4t Nicopolis we may also place the narratives
) of the infidelity and the departure of Demas to Thossalonica and

the despatching of Crescens on some special mission in Galatia,
Titus in all probability also came to Nicopolis upon the summons
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of Paul and was sont to Dalmatia. Ricopolis ma§ also bhe the place

wherc the second :I.mpr:l.sohmont set in,

The second captivity at Romec evidently was more severe
than the first one had been. iiis fricnds scem to hn.v; been suf'=-
fered to visit him in his confinement, but no preaching of any
kind is mentioned. voncerning his companions during this cap-
tivity he wrote to Timothy:"Only Luke is with me".(2 Tim.4,11).

The Seconxl Epistle to Timothy evidently was written
Just a comparatively short time before his dcath, In this letter
he begs Timothy to come to Rome and bring iiark along. Whether
or not Timothy arrived before thc execution of the Apostle, is
an interesting question in itself; but a discussion of that
question at this place would lead us too far from our main .:I.s-
suc. iiow the exccution of Paul took place,is not ‘.lmo\m._ Since
he was o Roman cltizcn, he was probably beheaded. The time of
his death is usually given as the late spring of 68 A.D..

That in short is the narrative of the missionary ac=

tivity of Panl. Into this mission history we shall now try to

place the companions of Paul. We propose to treat the companions
in the following order: 1 The preachers (Timotheus and Titus)

2 The authors(Luke and John Mark); 3 The main missionary co-
workers(Barnabas and Silas); 4 The hos'l_; of minor characters
(including Aristarchus, Demas,etc.); 5 Aquila and Priscilla,

the tent-makers; 6 The slave Onesimms,

In the province of Lycaonia there i1s among the clties
which Iaul visited the city of Lystra. The first reminiscences
which Paul had in connection with this city were far from being




. encouraging. Lystra was groping in the darkness and blindness
of pgross ldolatry and heathenism., It was at the gates of this
city that' the popnlace made and acted upor the sugzestion that
Paul and his companion Barnabas were liormes(Merocury) and Zeus
(Jupiter) .respect:l.voly. This was the result of a miracle, which
Paul had performed upon the Lystran,who had been a cripple since
his birth. Lystra was also the scene of a violent pe'rsemtion.
Hob violence and Judaistic bias had succedded in causing a riot
because of Paul's teaching. lie was stoncd and then dragged out
of the eity by the mob, who supposed that he was a corpse. But
God had prevented the mob from doing actual harm., While the °
disciples were standing around,anxious to revive him, he arose

and soon continued his journey.

Thus Lystra had bhecn for Paul a city of persecution;
and yet this very place was the home of a many who was yet to
become one of the most falthful and constent companions:of the
Apostle in years to come, the zealous follower:of his doctrine

end the faithful partner of his danger and distress. That man

was Timothy.

Ahout two years after the first episode St Paul re- |

turned to Lystra and found thereo a certain christian,"whose

name was Timotheus, whose mother was a Jewess while his father

was a Greck"(Acts 16,1). The name of the father is not known,

but the name of his mother wis Eunice and that of his grand-

mother Lois (2 Tim.1,5). The fact that his sother is mentioned

before his father and the description of her in some Mss. as

"a widow", may point to the fact that his father wes already

dead. Just how the mother and grandmother of Timothy came to




live in a town, which had very few Jews and evidontly no syna-
gogue, is impossible to explain. They may have been brought there
by some accldental circumstance as for instance Lydia, the seller
of purple, was brought from Thyatira in Asia Minor to Philippi in

Macedonia,

Due to the enviromments of a oity stecped in heathen rites
one may suppose that Timothy grew up without much congregational
life. On the other hand,howvever, the information is quite definite
that he received a2 good religious training at home. Paul calls his
attontion to the fact that Eunice,his mother, and Lois, his grand-
mother,had dwelt in the "unfeigned faith" and that "as a child"
also he had known the holy scriptures.(2 Tim.1,5; 3,156).It must
have been a pious Jewish famlly, which in spite of the Greck
influence in the family circle and in spite of the spiritual de=
pravity of the Lystrans could maintain such an ideal of religious
home-training.

At the second coming of Paul to Lystra Timothy was al=

reafly a Ghristian. According to the acocount of Luke he was &
disciple well known to the 6lhristians in Lystra and Iconium.

(Acts 16,2). This fact together with the expression of Paul 1Tim.1;2
"my own son in the faith", give us good reasons to believe that
Timothy had been converted by the Apostle on his first journey.

He may have been one of the disciples that stood by when Pauly

who had been dragged out of the clty as though he was a corpse,
miraculously rosc up from the ground and continued his journey.

It may be that this very spectacle of innocent suffering and un-
daunted courage, which Timothy had witnessed, had made a deep and

lasting impression upon the young man.




Vhen Paul and Silas came to Lystra and Iconium,they

heard of the good reports concerning Timothy. Paul was attrac-
ted and since he and Silas really nceded another man to "minig—

ter unto then", as John formerly had done, he decided to take
Timothy along. But before they started out with thelr new com=
panion, Paul circumcised him in order that his companionship
might cause no offence since he was a half-Jew.by birth. During
the first part of the fravels Timothy seems to have worked only
in the capacity of a personal "minister". In the course of the
narrative,hovever, it is very noticeable how he advanced in rank
until we £ind him as one of the chief preachers especially in
connection with .the city of Ephesus. °

A number of years elapsed,however, between Timothy's
first drafting into service and h:I:s final position at Ephesus.
From Lystra he woent with Silas and Paul on their journey to Troas.
As a result of the vision,which beckoned them to go into lacedo-
nia, they soon left for the Earopean continent. Timothy is not

nentioned in the story of the Philipplian prison. By some chance

hoe may have escaped this torture. As the men traveled on,the new

companion gradually gained prominence. From the salutation of

the first -:I.etter to the Thessalonlians we may draw the inference

that Timothy not only ministered to his superiors but also did

some preaching . WVhen Paul was obliged to leave Berea, Timothy

and Silas stayed there. It was from there that Timothy was dis=: .l
patched to Thessalonica with the ilmportant mission of strength-

ening the Thessalonians, who were suffering persecution.(1Thess,3,2)
Thereupon Silas and Timothy left liacedonia in order to join Paul

at Athens. But Paul had already departed for Corinth,to where

they followed him. There Timothy assisted Paul in preaching(2Cor.1,19).




During the stay Paul wrote two letters to the congrega-
tion at Thessalonica. In both of them Timothy and Silas are men-
tioned as belng with Paul. Timothy evidently was in close contact
with the church at Thessalonica. He had strengthened them in a
period of persecution and now was together with Pa.u'l, who ex=
pressed also hils feelings and sentiments in the two letters writ-
ten to that congregation from Corinth.

The question now arises concerning the vherceabouts of
Timothy during the history of the next section of Acts.Vhen we
read the accounts in Acts, we notice that his name 1is not men=-=
tioned betweenicts 18,5 and 19,22. According to analogous cases
of Luke's style we may infer that he was-attached to Paul's ser-
vice during the period which intervened, ready for any mission,
as the one mentioned Acts 19,22. During the jourmey to Jerusa-
lenm and Ephesus not a single reference is made to Timothy. But
he very likoly accompanied Paul and acted in the capacity of-a

porsonal minister.

Among the other missions of minor importance, which he
may have accomplished during the period which intervened, we are
told" especially of one, which struck the historian Luke to be
of more than usual significance. YWhile Paul was- prolonging his
stay in Ephesus to about three years, he sent Timothy together
with Erastus into Macedonlia. At almost the same time Paul wrote
to the Corinthian congregation that Timothy was coming,"who

shall put you in remembrance of my way, which be in Christ" (1Cor.4,17).

According to this information it may be quite firmly established
Timothy had been instructed to proceed from Macedonia down on the
European side to Corinth.




Some coritics may try to find a disecrepuncy between the
statements of Paul and Luke. It is a fact that Luke gives us the
information that Timothy and Erastus were sent to lNacedonia; but
ml states that Timothy had been instructed to go to Corinth.
T;;ié, ‘lf:o'wov'er, is no discrepancy but only another example of
the manner in which the different books of the bible verify and
complcete one another. The solution ls the very simple one, which
has becn offercd above, namely, that Timothy was to go to Corinth
via the citics of lMaccdonia.

The question,whether he was able to carry out the in-
structions of the Apostle, naturally suggests itself. Did Timothy
go to Corinth as Paul had announced to the Corinthians in the
first letter? It has been sugpested that he did not come to the
city of Corinth becausc of the large amount of work in conuection
with the collection for the ncedy at Jerusalom, which was in
progress in the clties of liacedonia at the time. There is, how-
ever, another suggestion, which is based on 2 Cor.7,12, It has heen
thought that Timothy had come to Corinth and had been the one
"that suf'fered wrong”(2 Cor.7,12), Since he was of a rather timid
nature, Hastings Bl:'lg_','ges'l'.s that he returned to lNacedonia and re-
ported to Paul, who then sent T:I.tus_ to Corinth. Elither one of
these suggestions brings Timothy and Paul together in Macedonia,
from where Paul wrotc the second letter to the Corinthians while
Timothy is with him.(2 Cor.1,1). 3

e was one of the companions;) whé was with Paul on the
journey from Europe to Jerusalem when the large company was ta-
king the liberal donations of the ilacedonlian and Corinthian
christians to the needy brethren at Jerusalem.




The arrival at Jerusalom marks the boginning of Paul's

Caesarcan captivity. From this time the name of Timothy dis-
appears from the Book of Acts. lle 1s not mentioned during the

entire Cacsarean captivity nor as a companion on the long and
tedious journey to Rome. If we consider that he 1s one of the
most important companions of Paul and yet we look in vain for
his name among the fellow travelers to Rome, the conclusion for-
ces itself upon us that he did not make this particular voyage
to Rome. Not muech later,however, we find him at Rome probably
upon special summons of his master.Thus Paul's beloved son in
the faith ministered to him at Rome as he had done in Asia,Mace-~
donia and Achaia., This accounts for the fact that he is men-
tioned in three of the "Captivity Lotters"( Philemon 1j;00131;1
Piiil.1,1 ). Therc is only one more clue concerning Timothy du-
rin~ the time of the first Roman captivity. He surely was not
in Rome during the entire captivity because he is not mentioned
in Paul's letter to the Epheslians. From this we gather thati:he
departed from Rome hefore that letter was written. This argu-
ment of silence has an unusual force at this place becausc of

Timothy's close connection with the Ephesian congregation.

At that very congrogation in Ephesus Timothy was sta-

tioned at the time when Paul wrote his pastoral eplstles to him
(1Tim,1,3). He seems to have worked there for a mmber If ﬁus.
When Paul was in his scoond ilmprisomment at Rome; he sunmoned
Timothy to himself and %0ld him to bring John Mark along. It may
be that even he was arrested upon his arrival in Rome; But 1t
seems that he was releascd (Heb.13,23 ). This is the last infor-
"mation concerning T:I.moti:y, wl:l.t_:h is based on Seriptures. About




%
his subsequent life's history nothing can bo said with certainty

There arc many traditions afloat, but none of them bear the marks
of certainty.

8t Paul uses a large mumber of terms injrarious letters,
which show his affections for his spiritual son Timothy. He calls
him his "own son in the faith"(1l Tim.1,2), his "loved son"(2Tim.1,2),
his "son loved and faithful in the Lord"(1 Cor.4,17),his "fellow
worker" (Rom.16,21) and many other terms,that breathe the affec=
tion and confidence, which he had in the young Timothy. ie showed
the great confidencep) which he had in him when he sent him to
cope with a rather serious situantion, which prevailed in the dis-
tant congregation at Corinth (1 Cor.4,17; 16,10),.

Soriptures show us a marked difference between Timothy
and the other preacher Titus, Timothy seems to have had a rather
delicate constitution, which demanded of him that he take good
care of his body(i Tim.5,23), while Titudwas more of a robust

naturec.

The letters of Paul contain a few more personal data,
which help us to establish the character of Timothy. e was af-
feotionate to tears (2 Tim.1,4),rather timid (1 Cor.18,10) and re-
luctant to assert himself (1 Tim.4,12), Nevertheless he was a
zoalous worker, of whom Paul says:"working the Lord's work as I
do" (1 Cor.16,10), "the slave of Jesus Ohrist" (Phil.1,1!)and one
"who seeks the things of Jesus Christ" (Phil.2,;31). In other words
he was a faithful companion, a beloved spirifual son and a sin-
cere and falthful pastor.

—
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Among all the impobtant companions of Paul Titus 1s the
most enigmatic figure in early Ghristian history. Hils nome has
been entirecly ormitted from the Acts of the Apostles. Therefore
it 1s rather difficult to account for his usual whereabouts. If
we recognize how complete Luke's historical insight and power of
sclecting and grouping detalls is, we can arrive but at one con-
clusion, namely that the complete omission of the name of Titus

like that of his own is intentional.

Differcnt conjecturces have heen made regarding the
omlssion, but most of them have not met with acceptance. Among
other things it has been sald that Titus was the sccond name of
some one of Paul's other companions. Fruitless attempts have
been made to identify him with Timothy, with Silas and with Titius
Justus(Acts 18,7). Also the suggestion of Bishop Lightfoot is very
improbable. ile tries to solve the @ifficulty by stating that Titus
was not important enough to deserve montion in Acts (Biblical
Essays p.2861). This solution is highly improbable especially if
we consider that Paul mentions him nine times in the second letter
to the Corinthians and always as a porson of great importance
and distinction. Hence Lightfoot's explanation does not explain.

Another theory, which must remain a theory 'huf. a very
probable one,is the conjecture that Luke and Titus were related.
Eusebius found this statement in an old tradition, which was:*
attached to the remark in IXI Corinthians, where Titus (by namoc)
and Inke( as a probahility) arc assoclated as envoys to Corinth.
The following is a quotation cited from Ramsay's volume,"Paul
the Traveler and the Roman Oitizen" (p.300): "ILuke, as we may

suppose , gheught it right to gyit his relative's name as he
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/as lie)did his own, from his history. There is not sufficient
-evideonce td justify an opinion; but this conjecture brings to-
gethor an enigmatic expression in Fusebius and a serious diffi-
culty in Acts and finds in each a satisfactory solution of the
other.’

Since the Book of Acts gives us no information regar-
ding the life of Titus, we must look td other places for any
statenents regarding his worlk and activities. It stands to rea-
son that the notices are very scanty. The main sources are found
in Paul's letter to the Galatians(ch.2,1-11), the second epistle
to the Corinthians and the pastoral letter of Paul, addressed to
Titus personally.

Concerning the family and birth-place of Titus it can
only he said that he was a Ght:.l.le (Gal.2,3), who had prohably
been converted by i‘aul himself (Titus 1,4). le was living at
Antioch fourtcen years after Paul's conversion vhen the dispute
arose about the clrcumcision of' the gentiles, Paul took him a=
long to Jerusalem. There, as St Paul tells the Galatians, an
attempt was made to com'pel Titus to be circumecised. But the
Apostle refused to do this, because Titus was not a Jow. Ve
note the different behavior of Paul in the case of Titus. In
the casé of Timothy he had performed the c:l.roumc:l.s:i.o'n in order
to avoilé offense, because Timothy was a half=Jew,.

It seems as though the offence and the stir, which the
companionship of Titus had caused had been a warning to Paul
that 1t was not expedient to 'l'.ake tue Greek Titus, who had not
been) circumocised,with him especilally since he taught in Jewish

15




synagopgues in scveral of thc clitlies. His main companion on the [
second journecy had heen Silas, a Romgn Jew and Timothy,a half=

Jew. But on the third journecy, vwhen Paul, according to his Gale-
tian lettor, was pulling down Judaistic tendencles, he took Ti-
tus along. On that journey he is mentioned in connection w:l.th the
incidents of the two Cordinthiazepistles. His mame oc.urs nine
times in II Corinthians,

Titus is nmade so much of in the second letter to Co-
rinth that it is natural that one should enquire why there is
no reference to iim in the first eplstle to that Oity. One very
good suggestion has been made, which 1s noteworthy and also quite
reasonable, namely that he was the bearer of I Corinthians. Thus
everything, which might be noteworthy to relate to the Corinthians
with refercnce to Titus, would be amply taken care of by his per=
sonal prescnce in their midst. This would also explain the so-
licitude of Titus for the Corinthian congregation because we
. are told that he was very anxious to returm thither on a second

mission (2Cor.f,16).

If we accept the statement that ".I.".ltus was the bearer of
I Corinthians, then we may conclude pretty safely that he was in
Corinth three iimes during the third joubmey. The first time he
.' Iani thither as the bearer of a letter. At this oct_mn:l.nn he »nrobab-
1& also made preliminary arrangements regarding tﬁe collection
for the needy at Jerusalem, to which Paul hed alluded .in the
last part of the letter(l l:yr.:l.e-,i.z.).. The sccond time he might
have gone there to quell some opposition, which had arisen in
Corinth. It may have becn Timothy, vlm',a.s Paul's ropresentative,
had been opposed and insulted. Soon after the departure of Titus
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Paul also left Iphesus and came to Troas. There he walted for 7

the return of Titus, anxious to get some definite information
concerning the state of affairs at Corinth, He expected to meet
him at Troas, but nmo Titus appeared. Apparently the orisis had
required a longer time than Paul had expected. It is possible
that Paul came to Troas late in the fall,expecting to find Titus
coning to Troas direct from Corinth. But this was impossible du-
ring the winter months. Therefore, being detained, Titus had to
make the trip by land over lacedonia. So he met Paul at Philippi.
Evidently he came back with some glowing reports from the con-
gregation at Corinth. 2 Uor.7,13). Almost immediately he was sent
back to the Isthmus with the sccond letter, lie was very anxious
to po(2 Cor.£2,17). With him Paul sent two other companions. These
me should go to Corinth and under the leadership of Titus,who was
Paul's personal representative, should complete the collestion for

the saints at Jerusalem,

In subsequént biblical history there are no references

to Titus except in the Pastoral Letters. Evidently he did mot go

along to Jerusalem to deliver the collection but remained in
Europe. The personal letter, which bears his name, implies that
after the first Romgn imprisonment he and Paul landed at Crete
and preached the Gospel in several cities (Titus 1,5). But St
Paul was unable t6 stay.Therefore he left Titus behind to appoint

presbyters and to complete the organization=of' the congregations.

After Paul's departure he wrote an encouraging letter to his

WrraEdEeT

. falthful co-worler, This jetter mentions a item of historical
interest. Paul requests Titus to be ready to meet him at Nico-
polis, where probably the sccond Roman captivity began., It may
have been fron there that he was sont to Dalmatia.{ 2Tim.4,10),

?_t
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The scriptural references in I1 Corinthians as well as I”

in Galatians must impress us with the business ability and the

tact of Titus. Paul sent him to Corinth to do the principle work
there in connection with the organization of the collection Ffor

the saints at Jerusalom. This charge was carried out so minutely

and tactfully that the Corinthian congregation contributed boun=
tifully. In other words Titis must have been a man, who in the :

good sense of the term had an eye for business.

In splite of the scanty references eonoerhalmg Titus and
the comparatively limited information even concerning Timothy
Yet such decided differences are noticeable between these two
men that the suggestion that both of these nmes. refer to one
and the samc man is absolutely out of the question. A comparison
of the passages I Timothy 4,12 and Titus 2,15 perhaps suggests
that Titus was older than Timothy. The relation of the two to the
Corinthian congrepation seems to point to the fact that Titus
posscssed more boldness and self-confidence than the younger

Timothy. This might also explain why Paul scems to worry more
about the younger iimothy than the older and more independent

Titus.
a

The comparison has:-not been brought to show that Paul
did not think highly of Titus., On the other hand he is very
anxious about Titus. Concerning his nrrivall at Troas and his
vain searching for his companion at that port he writes to the
congregation at Corinth: "I had no rest :l.n my spirit, because

| I found not Titus my brother".(2 Cor.2,13). The anxiety with
which Paul walted for him at Troas showed his love for the i
Corinthians; but we can not refrain from mentioning that it also

[,




shoved his marked affection for "his brother Titus". Titus had ’q
__won not only the affcction pf the Apostle uut also thatof the

congrogation at Uorinth. (20or.7,13). Ho in turn had a warm spot
in his heart for the Corinthian Christians as we may gather from
the fact that he was so anxious to return to them that he without
h.a.v:!.n;; becn told previously made up his mind to returm to Corinth
(IT Cor.8,17). 33

In pgeneral tﬁe references té Titus make the impression
that he proved to be onc of the most congenial and useful of
Paul's nss:l.sfinnts. lie appears as the Apostle's lahorious minister
and as a source of his consolation and support hardly less stri-
kingly than the younger disciple,whom Paul had taken on his pre-

vious journey from Lystra..is we have acknowledgcd before, the in-
formation regarding Titus is very limited. Yet his conduct sets
before us an exceptional character, which claims ouw nﬂl:t:l.rat:l.on
for an extraordinary combination of enthusiasm, sincerity, in-
tegrity and discretion.

"Luke, the beloved physieian’, is the waq in which St
Paul speaks of this faithful companion of his when he wrqtesthe
letter to the church in Colosse during his first Roman imprison=-
ment, (Col.4,14). }‘h:ls is that one of the three d.'.l_.raot. references

to Luke,which throws the most light upon this interesting and

falthful companion of Paul. .
The name l!..uke is very uncommon in the Greek. It 1s a 1

contracted or shortened form of figuiigs'» Which is more freguent.

We ‘have analogois cascs in the names of Apollonius(Apollo) and

Silvanus(Silas). Also the title of the Gospel in earlier coples

was frequently given as "oate Lucamm". x

_




Poul oalls him "beloved". In the following it will he 20
evident that Luke was one of the steadlest companions of the

Apo-.f.le in his travels as well as in his captivities. lle ap=-
peared on the scene at Troas during the second missionary jour-
ney anfl was the only companion of Paul in Rome during the last
months of the second captivity when Paul declarecd td the pastor
at Ephesus:"only Luke is with me" (2Tim.4,11). Their close com=-
panionship leads us to say that they must heve heen very kind-

ly disposed toward cach other because they were kindred spirits.
Both of them were educated men with scholarly habits and literary
ability. Possibly, however, there were still better or more im-
perative reasons tham personal pleasure in comradeship to account
for the closec connection botween the two men and the sincere af-
Tfection ,which prompted Paul to call his traveling companion
"beloved". But he was not only beloved by the Apostle. Otherwlse
he would not add this adjective when he wrote to the Colossians.lf
one of the companions, of Titus on his mission to Corinth,we are
told that his praise was in all the clurches (2 Cor.S,18). This
brother has almost unanimously been ldontified with Iuke. There-
fore the term "beloved" shows the genoral high regard. which the
churches hn.:"for him. He probably was beloved for his !ned.:l.oal skill,
his lovable personality, his enthusiastic mission ehdeavors; and
his true Ghristian plety.

But Col.4,14 does not only call him "beloved" but the
"heloved physiéian®. liany favorable comments have been made and

#ia%ij books have been written regarding the standing of Luke as
a doctor. Ramsay, who has written a mmber of books about apos-
tolic times, has devoted an entire book to the subject,"Iuke the
Physician", Dr. Hobart has writtem a book on the medical lan-




guage of Luke ,irghich he gives testimony to the "physiciarfa” ac- X!
curacy in the use of medical terms as compared .with those used

by Galen,Hippocrates and other ancient medlecal writers of note.

Luke entered :i.xit.o the drame as a companion of Paul in the
o:l.t..y of Troas. liowr do we know this? The answer of this question
calls our attention to the fact that a "we-passage" begins here.
The expression,"we-passages", 1s used to dcsignate a series of
sections in tiie Book of Acts, where the first person plural is
used instead of the third person singular. These "we-sections"
are found in chapters 16,20,21,27 and 28, It 1is almost univer=-
sally r‘ecogn:l.zed. that Luke employed this method in these sec-
tions to denote his pne-sonoe.!l'h:l. ;nny be seon especlally by the
abrupt change from the Tirst to the third person as soon as Paul
and Silas lcave the city.of Philippl (Acts 17,1.).

This is the nearest approach to personal references
that we have in Luke's wr:l.t‘:l.ngs concerning himself., The indi-
cations -:I.n the letters corroborate the theory of the "we-passages";
for mowhere do we find any disagreement between the"we-passages"
and the occasional tags in the Pauline epistles. If this premise
concerning the "we-~passages" would be false; then our knowledge
concerning the author of the third gospel would be indeed very
meager. But because of its declded probablility there is very
little objection raised ad this point.

All indications point to the fact that Luke and Paul met
in Troas as strangers (Acts 16,10.). Concerning any earlier data
he has enveloped himself in a vell, which we can not isenetrate.
He 1s not to be confused with Lucilus, an official of the Anti-
ochian congregation @ Acts 13.)




It hos hoen sald that it was the figare of Iuke, the AX
"lacedonian", which appeazed to Paul in a vision at Troas. He
is said to have met him and the moxt night to have beheld him
in a vision. It is claimed that a stranger would not have been
recognized as a lacedonian, This brings us face to face with the
question whether Luke was an Antiochian or a llacedonian. Ramsay
takes the view that Luke was a Groek from Philippi. He mentions
" the fact that all the sea journeys are enlarged upon while the
land journeys are not. Thus he tries to show him as a Greek and
a lover of the sca. "Luke shows himself the Greek when he talks
of the laltese as the "barbarians®™; when he regards the journey
to Jerusalem as a journcy and notll:i.g Mmoress.sesse-« When he catches
with such ease the character of Paul's surroundings in Athens" (p.209).
Uver apgainst Ramsny there are a number of scho:lm.-s, who consider
Luke as the Antiochian. Among them we have Harnack, liayes,and
others. Some of the arguments for this view are the following:
(1) Jerome tells us explicitly that Luke was a physician of An-

tioch; (2) Auong the scven deacons at Jerusalem there was "Nicho-
las of Antioch", the only onec of the seven whose home is men=
tioned. Eusebius says of Luke,"being according to the birth of
those from Antioch". This, however, would not stamp him as a na-
tive of Antioch hut on the contrary as no Antiochian but only
having relatives in the Mecedonian settlement in Antioch.

It is impossible to say w:l.th' absolute certainty whether
Iuke was a Macedonlian or an Antiochian . Neither Philippi nor
Antioch can be accepted oonc:l.us:l.ve:l.;" as his 'b:l.rth-glnoe. One thing

is certain,howvever, namely, that Luke was well acquainted with
Macedonia and espocially Philippiknd even resided there for some time,

|
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Although the question of Luke's birth-place must re- A2
main uncertain, yet we can speak more positively concerning his
nationality. In aii probability he was a Gentile. The following
reasons may be advanced for such a statement: (1) ILuke's mame is
Greek; (2) His stylc compares favorably with the Greek of the
classical period.= The logloal conclusion would be that he him-
self was a Greck: (3) When Paul wrote to the Colossian congre-
gation, he sent greetings of-Aristarchus, lark and Jesus Justus
td the Colossian brethren; and he said of them "these are of the
circumcision”. Then he continued to send salutations of Epaphras
Luke and Demas. The logical inference would be that these last
ones were not of the circumeision and therefore fentiles. These
three reasons prove qu:l.t.t; conclusively that Luke was of gentile
birth.

After the night vision had extended the ilacedonian call
to Paul, Luke proceeded with Paul t6 Philippi. He seems to have
escaped the persecution to which Silas and Paul were subjected
in the prison at *hilippi. Probably this was dille to the fact that
he had been in Philippl .'before and was highly respected by the
clitizens, especially as a doctor. When Paul and his companions
moved southward toward Athens and Uorinth,he remained at Philippi.
Since several years later Luke accompanied the Apostle from
Philippi toward Jerusalem, it is rational to suppose that he in
tl'te meantime established himself in hilippil for a period as a -
doctor at the same time being active in micsion endeavors in the
vicinity. lle is not mentioned until Paul returned on his second

European journey. There the supposition lies close thaﬁlihe " brother"

of 20or.8,18 is Luke, the physiclian and ilacedonian missionary.




Af'ter the coliection at Corinth had been completed, I.ukx"'
and Paul procceded toward I’hilippi 1in liacedonia leaving the other

companions to sall directly toward Troas. After the passover had :
been celebrated, they also salled to fhe ‘cify’ofTroas. Therao they
spent a fov weelidlays and then conducted services there in a upper
chamber. At that occasion 'Pnul restored the 1:l.re of the young man
Eutychus. The peopley who had gathered i remained together until
the dawn of lionday mom:l.ny. Thereupon the band of missionaries

and helpers continued thelr journey toward Jerusalem, On that
Journey Luke shows Limself as a close observer. iHe gives us a mm-

ber of detalls concerning the different cities and ports (Acts20.21).

The arrival at Jerusalem marked the begiming of the
gaesarean captivity, which passed over into the first Roman cap=-
tivity. During all this time Luke -seems to have been tiie falthful
companion of the Apostle (Acts 27,283 Uol.4,14; Philemon 24),
Yhether or not Luke accompanied Paul after the first Roman cap=
tivity on his Jimrneys in Europe and Asia, we do not know. Short-
before the pgreat apostle's death he was with him again at Rome
as his only companion; for St Paul informed Timothy saying "only .
Luke is with me (2 Tim.4,11). '

Luke was among the most respeucted. and beloved members of
the early church. "uis praise was in all the churches" (2uor.S,18).
The people of his time probably admired him especlally fdsra skill-
ful physician and an intrepid and enthmsiastic nﬂ.ssionary We,vho
do_not know him personally, must admire him especlially as a writer.
Luke ard Paul are the most prolific writers of the New Tostament.
If these two writers had not written, the New Testament would be.
less than half its present silze.




|l £11l a volumc. Therefore we can only deal in generalities as far

|
as Luke's Gospel and the Acts are concerned. lis Gespel is noted

A thorough discussion of Iuke as a writer alone would z;

for its accuracy. Next to the Letter:td the liebrews the third Gospel
contains the most beautiful Greek.in the New Testament. It is the
largest book among the N.T. writings . The Acts of the Apostles
is next in size. It may be safely sald that Luke is without a
peer among the historicel writers of all ages; for besides giving
us the life's history oi' the God-man he wrote another volume,
desceribing the origin and the growth of Christianity,tke most
powerful force. which has influenced the world,

..;..........7....

The other companion who 1s lnown for his writing is John
lMark, more commonly known only as lark. Of his father we know
absolutely nothing. liis mother was iiary, a promincnt Jewish women
among the early Christians at Jerusalem. ler house seems to have
scrved as a meceting place for the disciples at Jerusale_m’. It was
to the house of ilary that Peter made his was when he had been re=
lensed from prison by the angel of the Lord (Acts 12,12). According

to the reference in the Epistlc to the volosslians he was a cousin

of EBarnaobas( sometimes given as sister's son) and therefore on
his mother's side of the tribe of Levi.

It is difficult to sajy just when liark was converted to
Christianity. Attempts have been made to identify him with th
youth clothed with a linen garment. who followed Christ when he ]
had been taken captive (iiark 14,51)., But this is an arbitrary
attempt and has no scriptural basis. Therefore nothing definite
can be sald as to the time of his conversion. According to Acts 12
it may be inferred that Peter was intimately acquainted with iiary




and her family. Peter calls iiark his son (iPeter 5,13) in the ZF
same spiritual sense of the word in which Paul gives this name

to Timothy and Titus. The inference then would be that Hark was
converted to uvhristianity by Peter.

liark was oncvof“tlhie companions of Paul on his first
missionary journey. Eut he was not on the same level with Bar-
nabas. lic was "minister " or "attendant"” of the two missionaries.
It belonged to his duties to make provisions for travel, and:in:
‘general to take care of temporal matters. Just why he was tl;ken
along on the journcy,ve do not know. One reason possibly was that
the missionaries nceded an attendant. Still another thought comes
to us. Jerusalem was the scene of bloody persecutions at this
time., This surcly was not the place for a young man. !I.‘her:ﬂ.)re
with the affection of Abraham toward his nephew Lot Barnabas
took hiis youthful kinsman away from the scene of persecution.
Incidentally he received part of his ministerial training during

this firat journey.

Luke has been criticised as superficial becainise he only
mentions John liark in an appurently haphazard manner as the third
traveler. bBut Luke surely had an object in so doing, namely, to
emphasize the secondary character of John Mark in view of the
incident which was to happen in Perga of Pamphylia. ilie was not

essential to the expedition and had not been formally delégated - d
by the church of Antioch.

¥With the exception of a few minor incidents the Journey
progressed smoothly until the small band arrived at Perga in Pamwi
phylia. Here lark left the two missionaries, Paul and Barnabas,
and returned to Jermsalem




In spite of his youth this action of }ark merits severe 27
oriticism. "The child of a rcligious mother, who had sheltered
in her house the uvhristian:disciples in a fierce parsecution,
he had joined himself to Barnabas and Saul when they tra.v.eled
from Jerusalem to Antioch on their return from a mission of
charity. e had been a close spectator of the wonderful power
of the religion of vhrist -=he had seen the utreng:bh of faith
under trial in his mothor's homo-- he had attended his kinsman
Barnabas in his labors of zcal and love =- he had seen the word
of Faul sanctioned and fulfilled by miracle -- he had even been
the "minister" oﬁf\"&postle in their successful enterprise(Acts 13,5)
and now he forsook them, when they were ahout to proceed through
greater difficultics to more glorious success, Vie are not left
in doubt as to the real character of his departure. He was drawn
from the work of God by the attraction of an earthly home. As he
looked up from Perga to the Gentile mountains, his heart failed
him and he turncd back with the desire toward: Jerusalem, He
could not resolve to continue persevering "in journeyings often,

in perils of rivers, in perils of robbers" (Conybeare and Howson)

The desertion left a deep and painful impression upon
Paul, which remained rankling in his breast for some time.If was
this desertion, that also brought about the altercation between
Barnabas and Paul, which caused these men to sepiarate (Acts 15,39)
| Paul distrusted the steadiness of Jolm lMark's character and de-

parted on his second journey with Silwanus while Barnabas and i
John Mark salled to Cyprus. !
|
|
\

The estrangement with lark, hovever, was not a lasting
one. Christian love soon healed the breach. The three scattered.

ﬁ
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notices, which we f:l.m‘. in the Pauline ep:l.stles.n that vaul bore 237

no grudge against Jobn Mark because of his former weakness. In
Cole4,10 he implies his reostored confidence in llark and tells

the people at Colosse to receive him kindly. e commends him

to them as "a fellow worker unto the kingdom of God" and " a conm-
fort" to himself. These people probably had Heard something a-
bout ilark's unfaithfulness,since Uolosse is only about 110 miles

from Perga.

After the separation at Antioch very littldis sald about
lMark. There are only four scattered referocnces in the lebters.
We £ind him at the side of the Apostle in the first Roman cap-
tivity on the point of returning to Aslia liinor. There Paul re-
commended him to the Colossian brethren (Col.4,10). At about the
same time the lotter to Philemon was written, in which Yohn Mark
sent. srootingo along (Philemon 24). At some later date we £ind
Mark together:with Peter at Dabylon (Rome), where he worked to=
gether with his spiritual father.(1Peter 5,13.). The most touching
remark concerning the evangelist we find 2 Tim.4,11:"Take Mark
and bring him with thee: for he 1s profitable to me for the minis-
try". These words were written from Rome during the second cap-
tivity shortly before Paul's execution. The Apostle had forgot-
ten the youthful error of St Mark in the remembrance of his n;n'e
recent fidelity. This last reference gives u- a clue as to his
abode at that time. He must have been in Asia Minor in the neigh-
'hurlhood. of Ephesus, where Timothy was stationed. :

It is a pleasant task to speak of the later years of
llark's 1ife because the earlier roferences regarding his charac-
_ ter,1if 'i;hey were not supplemented by others, would create the




(the) wrong impression. But that Mark, who had been the unhappy ;J
cause of .the separation of Barnabas and Saul, who had once been
i-éjéotea by Paul as unwobthy to attend him,becausc he had previ-
ously abandoned the work of the Gospel out of timidity or indo=-
lence, is found at Rome administering obediently to the very
apostle who had formerly repudiated his services. This fidelity

of llark seenms to have presevored to the end . Panl even sends

for him to cheer him durirg his lusticaptivity (2Tim. 4,11).

Although lark did not feature as a writer while he was
a companion of Zaul,yct 1t would he proper to say a few words
about llark, the author. It is the mm.l‘::lmmusﬁfi'f"t "?h:l rear].y chiirch
that John Mark wrote the Gospel which is usually attributed to
him, Also most of the commentators agree that the Gospel was
written by a certain lMark. But the question ha..s been raised a-
Bout the number of lMarks who featured prominently in apostolis
times. Some scholars imagine a Petrine and a Pauline Murk. It
is easily conceilvable, however, how Mark got acquainted so well

with both apostles.

Another thing is quite certain, namely, that Mark wrote
under Peter's supervision. In his Ecclesiastical llistory Eusebius
has preseorved for us the statements and testimonies of some of
the earliest church men. Among these are Paplas,Juatin iartyr,
Irennceus and Origen. All of them agrce that liark worked under
Peter's supervision. One of them even g'nas so far as to oall the
Gospel the "memoirs of Peter". There are also some things in the
Gospel, which make it very plausible that nu-k.mm very strongly
influenced by Peter. (1). The large munber of detail betrays the
eye w:l.tne. (2). Four times Beter is mentioned by lark while not




by the other evangelists. (3) On the other hand his name is omdtted 30
in the na.rruf.:l.v.'e of certain incidents as for instance the prepa-
ration of the passover{ ilark 14,13 —==Luke 22,8)., The omission at

this place is ascribed to Peter's n_md.esty..

Just when the secomnl! Gospel was written,can not be definite~
ly stated., It must have been wrltten after the Letter to the Co=
lossians, because otherwisc *aul would have referred to this fact
instead of simply calling attention to Mark's relationship to
Barnabas. It was written before the dostruction of Jerusalem, other~
wise .l.lnrk would not have omitted to record such a remarkable ful-
fillment of our Lord's prediction. 1t has been suggested that it
was written during the time that Mark stayed with Peter at Rome.

This suggestion would agree very well with the testimony of Euse-

bius, Clement, Jerome, and Epiphanius.

Concerning the Gospel of Bt lMark certain characteristics
may he mentioned. As far as external features and characteristics
are concerncd the point of view of this gospel 1s Gentile; the
general aspcct is Roman; the style is tersc and precise; the most
strilking characteristic is compression, and the language 1s liebra-
istic. As far as contents _a;'e concerncd we may say that 1t gives
the events more in their detall than the other gospels. Finally
in its portraiture of Christ Mark's gospel presents him mainly
as the King of the world, who enters into his ministry preceded
by a "voice of one orying in the wilderness, Prepare yc the way
of the Lord" (Mark 1,2). Throughout the Gospel Christ is painted as
the monarch, vho has autljobity to subdue all things to the will
of heaven and to establish on earth a kingdom, that can not be
shaken.
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Kext to the two preachers, Timothy and Titus, and the two

authors there are no other men that stood so close to Paunl as Bar-
nabas and Silas., The information which we have in the Book of Acts

concerning these co-workers is comparatively plenteous.

The first one 1s Joseph, who is more generally lm.o\m as
Barnabas. He was a Jew of the bribe of Levi, He halled from the
island of Cyprus. Acts 4,36.37 he 1s mentioned as one of the men
who sold their land and brought the money to the apostles for the
purposc of alleviating the poverty of the ncedy brethren in Jeru-
salem. In the Bible he appears fob the first time in conneection
with Paul after the memorable conversion near Damascus. When Paul
came to Jernsalem after his escape from Damascus, the disciples
shunned him,bhelieving thai; he was still an enemy of Christ and -
His church, It was then that Barnabas vouched for him and con-
ducted him to the brethren,

It is probable that Paul and Barnabas were acquainted
with each other before. Cyprus is only a sall of a few hours from
Cilicia. Therefore the schools of Tarsus may have attracted the
Levite Barnabas., It was probably there that the friendship began,
which carried these men through so many vicissitudes d.nr:l.ng the
first missionary journey.

At the time of the persccutions many of the early GChristi-
ans were scattered abroad. Some of them, filled with the zeal of
their faith, preached to the people in the various regions. Especi-
ally at Antioch there was a great mmber of people who believed
and turned to the Lord. When thesc tidings reached the disciples
at Jerusalem, Barnabas was (delegated by the brethren to go to
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Antioch in Syria. Very probably the brethren at Jerusalem wanted

some first hand informetion regarding the status of the Christi-
anity of the people of that city. It had been noiscd abroad that

& large number had tiUrned to the Loxd. But the brethren at Jeru-
salem did not want to establish fratormal relations with the Christi-
ans at Antioch unless they were sure ofi.théir doctrinal stand.

The duty as visitor placed quitec a responsibility on Barnabas.

It showed the falith which the Christians at Jerusalem placed in

the Cyprian., Thus Barnabas became the first teacher of the mother
church to the new disciples at Antioch.

The man was well chosen,and the journey proved to be a
great blessing., When he arrived at Antioch, he was glad to find

real serious minded Christians in that great oriental metronolis |
(Antioch had about 500,000 inhabitants at the time).Upon his arri-

val Darnabas admonished and exhoited the Antiochians, His preaching

was very effective for "much people was added unto the Lora® (Actsll,24).

Since Antioch was a very large city, the missionary oppor=
tunities were so great that Barnabas felt the nced of a co=laborer.
lle therremembercd a man, whose missionary Zeal, courage and strength
of character were well known to him., le thought of Saul, who was 2
at that time in Tarsus. Tarsus, a clty of Cilicia, 1s not so very
far from Antioch. Barnabas came to Tarsus; and when he had found
B.au.'l., the two men returned to Syria. Thereupon they worked to-
gether in the chilrch of Antioch for a whole year.

The cooperative work of the two men had its beginning
here at Antioch. For some time now we find them laboring side by

side, This joint labor contimued -throughout the first missionary M
of Paul.
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After Barnnbas and Paul had labored so effectively at Anti-
och, they left that city to return to Jerusalem. They carried with
them a bounteous collection from the chr:l.sﬁ:l._m_s of Antioch since
a certain Agabus had predicted that a great famine woild come over
the i.nnd.. Many of the old ohuroh historians like Eusebius, Josephus
and Tacitus have a reference tonthis famine. It took place in 44 or
45 A.D. After the monoy had. been given over for the mse of the
suffering Christians,the two returned to Antioch taking John Mark,
the kinsman of Barnabas,with then.

During their second stay in Antiocl. (Achs 13,2) Barnabas
as well as Paul rccelved a direot calll from the Lord to do the
work for which he had especlally intended them, namely, to proclatm
the gospel among the gentiles. Af'ter they had becen properly ordained
by the laying on of hands togotiner with praying and preceded by fas-
ting, they were sent on what is comuonly known as the first missi-
onary journey of Paul. Barnabas figured very proninently in this
first missionary journey to the gentiles.

It was early in 4€ A,D. that the missionaries left Seleucia,
the port of Antioch, and embarked for the island of Cyprus in the

.Med:l.t;hrranenn, the former home of Barnabas.This dissertation does

not call for a detalled itincrary of Paul and Barnabas. In order

to gain our end, however, namely, to portiray nnmn'bu- as a compani-
on of Paul, it will be necessary to mote some of the important in-
cidents of the ﬁrst missionary trip o:F the great Apostle.

Wiile on Cyprus Barnabas and Paul journeyed through the
island and came to Paphos, where they were opposed by the sorcerer

Bar=Jesug, more commonly known as Elymas. Acts 13,9 tells us that
Saul, "who is also called Paul) --as Iuke remarks at this place--
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stepped up against him. It may be noted that Paul here assumed the
leadership, which t1ll now he Lad yiclded to Barnabas. The histo-
rian Luke does not waste mdny words in explanation but simply

says: "Saul (vho is also called Paul)". In one other way Luke
emphasizes the fact that the leadership has changed hands. liere-
tofore we recad of the men ns "Darnabas and Saul"j; now the order is
reversed to "Paul and Barnabas? Ramsay discusses this change of
leadership at some length: "In the first place,- he(Paul) was ta-
king the leading place instead of belng, as heretofore, the subor-
dinate following Barnabas. Hence in the narrative we find that Dar-
nabas introduced Saul to the apostlesj Barnahas brought Saul to An-
tiochj Barnabas and Saul carried the Antiochian alms to Jerusalem;
Barnabas and Saul brought back John Mark from Jerusalem; Barnabas
was first and Saul last in the body of prophets and teachers of the
Church at Antioch; Barnabas and Saul were selected by the Spirit;
and Barnabas and Saul were invited to the proconsul's presence.

But now Paul took this new departire and Paul and his company
sailed away from Paphos to Pamphylia; I'aul and Barnabas addressed
the Gentiles in Antiochj Paul and Barnabas disputed with the Ju-
daising party on their return to Syrian Antlochj and henceforth
the regnular order places Paul first? (pp.83-84 in Ramsay's "Paul
the Traveler and tie Roman Citizen"). To this rule there are only
two exceptions. At the Council of Jerusalem Barnabas 1s mentioned
first. But then they were among Jews, who followed the order of
seniority and Jewish precedence (Acts 15,12.25.), The other instance
is the episode at Lystra. But there the vory thingswhich mark lim
out as a leader to us marked him out tc; the populace of Lycaonia as

the spokesman and subordinate.




From dyprus the two missionaries cmbarked for Perga in 2
Pamphylia. Here John Hark lefit them. But this action of MMark aia
not keep "aul and Barnabas from carrying out their plans, to push
through the Pisidian Highlands until they arrived at Antioch in
Pisidia. Here they preached the gospel with great success. Finallyy
however, they were expelled from the city because of the hatred and
Jealousy of some of the Jews. But undaunted by the expunlsion, the
missionaries shook off the dust of their Teet,as a testimony against

them, and proceceded to Iconium.

For a considerable time they preached at that place un-
impeded by any persccutions. But the Jews finnlly succeeded in ex-
clting and exasperating also the souls of the inhabitants of Ico=
nium against the two missionaries. Without waiting for an open
outbreak of the emnity the men departed for Lystra and Derbe.

In Lystra Paul healed a oripple, who had been lame since
the day of his birth. Lystra wnshlso the clty where the people con—
siderecd the travelers as gods. They brought- oxen and wroaths of
flowers to the city gates intending to do obeisance to the stran=-
gers and to sacrifice. They suggested that Paul be called Hermes
and BDarnabas Zeus since they considered the latter the chief dig-
nitary while the former was the chief speaker and hence the messen-
ger of the gods. Paul and Barnabas objected vigorously to this form
of idolatry and used all of their persuasive power to disillusion
the Lystrans. But persccution also came to Lysifa and forced them

to leoave.

After they had spent some time in Derbe proclaiming the
gospel, they decided to retrace their steps through the cibies where

the word had gained a foothold. This journe§ required some real




missionary zeal since their travels took them through those very 56
clties where they had been persccuted and whence they formerly

been expelled. Vhen this task had been completed, the two travelers
returned to Antioch in Syria and remained there for some time re-
suming their former duties.

Vhile Paul anl Barnabas were in Ant:l.o-eh, a dispute arose
with certain men concerning circumcision. It was finally agreed
Upon thaet they should go to Jerusalem, which they did. A great dis-
cussion followed. The result was that the stand of Paul and Bar-
nabas was sanctioned and a letter was sent to the congregationms
and the brethren in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. Gal.2,9 tells us
that "the recognized pillars of the Church" gave pledges to Paul
and Earnabas of a joint scheme, by which these men should work
among the gentiles. It 1s noteworthy that in all these discussions
Barnabas played a very important part since he is nlways mentioned
together with Paul.

After Paul and Barnabas had contimied for a period in An-
tioch teaching and preaching, raul suggested to Barnabas that they
make another journey to visit the brethren. Barnabas agreed; but he
determined to take ilark along again. Paul was not in sympathy with
that idea becaiise lMark had deserted them at Pamphylia. The con=
tention was so sharp that the two men scparated. Paul took Silas
along on the second journey, while Barnabas and John Mark depar=
ted for Cyprus. It is not probable that the final parting was made
. vithout being prcceded by an amicable a_rrnhgemant to divide the

region.

Barnabas is not mentioned again 1.n the Acts of the Apostles;
ut from the remect and sympathy with which St Paul refers to him
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in his letters (1 Cor.9,6; Gal.2,13; Col.4,10;) we are entitled to

draw the inference that, although they did not actually work to=
gether again, the old friendship was not forgotten. As to the later
acts of Barnahas we are dependent upon traditions, which are at best
uncertain. His tomb is shown at Salamls and 1t is possible that

he did some successful .work at that place.

Larnabas impresses himself upon us as a very important
companion of Paul and a zealous and enthusiastic missionary. Luke
speaks very highly of him:"ic was a good man and full of the Holy
Ghost anid of faith"(Acts 11,24). lilerec we see that even Luke, who
usually is rather sparing of words, could not refrain from stating
that Barnabas was well qualified for the work of visitation, which
he was to undertake at Antioch. Also the people of Jerusalem showed
that they had great trust in the man's ability since the visitation
pluoe:i quite a responsibility on the Cyprian.

It was Barnabas to whom the Antiochian congregation really
owved its sound establisiment. Therefore he is mentioned first in
the 1ist of prophets and teachers of that congregation (Acts 13,1).
The historian of the Aotsjthis fact not only hy montioning Barna-
bas first .on the 1list but also by placing this :I.nromat:l'.on just
at this place. Surely it is not merely accidental collocation that
the flourishing state of the Antiochian congregation with its large
nunber of teachers is mentioned immediately after the return of

Faul and especially Barnabas.

Yob the sake of completeness we must also refer to a ceraain
weakness in the character of Earnabas. Paul calls attention to that

Gal.2,13. Vhen Peter and the Judalsers separated themselves from
the gentiles, Barnabas also ylelded to thelr influence. But this
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was only for a short time. Hot long a.fter that he was aga:l.n on
Paul's side Tighting vallantly.for the right.

Therefore, in spite of this incident of wealm-ess, Barnabsas
is a good Garistian cliaracter, who is worthy to be c_ons:l.dered among
the great missionarics of the first Ghristion era. A.T.Robertson
says of liim:"Uhristianity cap-never forget the work of Zarnabas
cven though he doecs not reveal the genius of Paunl and Jolm. He was
a man for a critical period of early Christianity and helped to tide
over tho 'I;rnns:l.t:l.on from the Jel;:l.sh to the Gentlile phase of Christi-
an activity" (i:‘.xpo:l.tor Vol.XVII papge 19).

Af'ter the disagreement with Paul at Antioch Barnabas and
Nark set sail Ffor uyprus. It is for this reason that we £ind Paul
accompanied on his second missionary journey by another companion.
“hat man was Silvanus, more commonly known as Silas.

Silas was one of the.declegates sent by the brethren in Je-
rusalem to the city of Antioch in order to commnicate to the tChris-
tians of that city the resolutions of the Council of Jerusalem. The
other delegate was larsabas, These two men delivered the epistle
(Acts 15,13), Vhen the message had been delivered, Judas Barsabas
returned to Jerusalem while Silvanus remained at Antioch, whence
he set out with Paul on the second journey.

Yo do not know mmch about the person of Silas. Nothing is
sald about his place of birth., As to his nationality we have only
one clue. According to Acts 16,37 he was a Roman cltlizen. As to the
mode in which he obtained the Roman citizenship we are entirely ig-

norant.
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Silas was the companion of the second journey. I'ossibly

he .hat!. shown Iis Qpeoial fitness by his ministration in Antioch

and the fact that he prefeered to stay at Antioch instead of re=
turning to Jerusalem. These two men now traveled through Syria

and d:l.l:l.u:l.n and confirmed the clurches. It was of great m;zortmce
that 5ilas accompanied Paul because his oral report might strengthen
the document which they had with them from the pillars of the church
at Jerusalem. From Cllicla they passed on to Galatian. Therefore
Silas is included when Paul says Gal.l,8:"Sut though we, or an angel
from heaven cescsesees"« The r:l.rs't part of the journey leaves mmch
to the imagination until we arrive at Lystra, where Paul and Silas
met with young Timothy and took him along.

After they had traveled in Asia Minor for some days, Paul

received the vision which ubged him to go over into Macedonia. This i
vision came to Paul while he was yot .at Troas, a seaport on the
Aegean. After the company had been augmented by Luke,the physician,
they sailed for Europe and arrived at Neapolis,the harbor of Phi-

1lippi, which is about two miles from that city.

¥Vhile in Philippi Paul and Silas met a certain woman named
-Lydia. She was a seller of purple of the city of Thyatira, who had
probably moved to Philippl because it vas a place well suited to
her trade. When she heard these men preachjishe attended diligently
unto the things which were spoken of Paul and Silas. Soon she and
her whole houschold were baptized. She also constrained the men to
stay at her house during the time which they spent at rhilippi.

But not all the inhabitants of Philippl were so kindly
disposed toward these strangers and thelr preaching. Inke tells us
nn :lno:l.dent Acts 16,18-213"And it ocmme to pass, as we went to prayer

P Y | leentastd  mdth o L Crkl | e totmls oy aned e

ﬂ certain damsel possessed with a qnl.r:l.ﬁ of divination met us,
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which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying: The same followed

Paul and us, and cried, saying, These mcn are the servants of the
most high God, which show unto us tho way of salvation. And this
did she many days. Dut Paul, being grieved, turned and sald to the
spirit, I command thece in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of
her. ind he came out the same hour, And when the masters saw that
the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and
drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers,and brought them to
the magistrates saylng, these men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble
our city, and teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive
neither to ohserve, being Romans", Therecupon Paul and Silas were
beaten and lashed ummercifully. They had to exchange thdhospitable
homqor Lydia for the immermost dungeon of the prison at Philippi.
8t111 they were not permitted even therc to move about freely, be-
cause the jailer had been charged to fasten their limbs in the
stocks. But in sp:.l.te of these adverse conditions "Paul nnd. Silas
prayed and sang praises unto God" (Acts 16,25),.

Through miraculous intervention, however, -Panl and Silas
were soon relcased. 1n the course of the night therec was an:earth-
quake, which caused the prison doors to be opened. ‘“hen the jaller
noticed that,he wanted to comnmit sulcide, imagining that his priso-
ners had made their escapc. Paul prevented that by sayingi"Do thy-
self no harm, for we are all here', The jaller fell down before
Paul and Bilas and asked:"Vhat must I do to be saved?" Upon their
answer to this question he took them inté his house, washed their
bruises and in general tried to make them comfortable. Instead of
being his prisoners they now became his honored guests. In time
the two men instructed and baptized the whole household of the jal-
ler. On the next day the magistrates were informed that their priso-




H

nérs wvere ilomans. They were frightencd by this report and came to
them and besought them and brought them out of the clity. The com=-

pany nov traveled toward the Southwest through Thessalonica and
Berea.

Paul and Silas must have spent qulite some time at Thessa-
1on:|.cn.- because Paul plied his trade during the stay (1Thess.2,2.).
They undoubtedly spent a few months there since the Fhilippians sent
him money twice during his sojoum(Phi].A,ls); They stayed at the
house of a certain Jason. But soon the position of the strangers
became very precarious in that city. Jason, their host, got into
some sorious trouble with some of the people because of his hospi=
tality toward the missionaries. Therecfore the bellevers sent them
away by night to the city of Lerea.

At Berea I’aul met with much hostility. So he soon moved on
But Silas and Timothy remained therc. In the meantime Paul had bemn
conducted to Athens by some of the brethren. He soon dismissed them
with the charge to Silas and Timothy to join him in Athens as soon
as possible. But before they arrived at Athens,conditions forced
ﬁim to leave that clity. Therefore they did not meet with him until
they arrived at Corinth on the Isthmus,

\Vhile Paul was busy with his two-fold employment of labor
in the workshop and weekly discudsions in the synagogue, Silas and
Timothy arrived at the Istimien capitql. Upon their arrival they
gave a favorable rapoﬂ; to Paul ‘concerning the ){aoedon:l.an congre=
gations especlally Thessalonoca. This moved Paul to send a letter
to the Thessalonians,vhich was written in the name of Silas,Timothy
and himself(1Thess.1l,1). Paul stayed in Athens over a year with his
compa.n:lons) so that they were still with him when the wrote the second
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Ve do not knov what happcned tu Silas after this. Acts 1§,18

letter to the Thessaloniens(2Thess.1,1).

seems to indicate that he did not go with Paul when the latter left
Corinth, His name disappears from the historical section of the
Bible. The last mention of his name 18 found 1 Peter 5,12, wherc he
is called "a faithful brother unto them". “hus the same disciple

is seen in the last mention of his name as one of the first to be
cooperating fotf the wglrare of the the éhurch both with St Peter and
with S5t Paul.

According to all indications Silas was a very falthful co=-
worker of Paul, who worked diligently and suffered much for the
kingdom of God. lis work is especlally notewo::thy innthe liacedo-
nian cities of Thessalonica and Derea. At the latter he continued
to work independently after Paul's departure. Also in Corinth he
wvas busily engaged in teaching the congregation (2Cor.i,19). Also
the sufferings, which he endured for the Gospel's sake, rmst nothbe '
minimized. Even while Paul was already in Corinth, his flesh still
rebelled at the ocruel and shameful treatment which he and also Bi-
las had endured at the hand of the Philippians when he wrote to the
Thessalonians ch.2,2:"Ve had suffered and were shamefully eptrea.ted.".

The two noteworthy characteristics of _s:l.la.s were his trust
and his meekness. WVhen Silas and Paul were lying in the Philippian
dungeon,they sang praises to God in spite of imprisomment, smarts
and stocks. Their trust in God was so great that 1t elicited ad-
miration even from the other priscners. THe other quality 1s meek-
ness. Vhen they were called "Sirs" by the jaller at Philippi, they
d@id not glorify themselves as supernaturel, but they pointed the

Jailer to Jesus as the only hope of salvation.Silas was indeed a good
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companion, a pious Christian, a Zealous missionary and,as St Peter
calls him, "a faithful brother" (1 Potor 5,12),

Among the- companions of Paul at the time of the riot of
Ephesus Aristarchus, the man from lacedonia, is especially mentioned
(Acts 19,29), Nothing is known about his family interest, but there
are a few statements in the Acts and Epistles, which give us other
valuable information.

Aristarchus was among the men who accompanied the boun-
tiful collection to its destination in Jerusalem. Although there
is no definite statement to that effect, yet it may be presumed
that Aristarchus was in Paul's company when he left Ephesus after
the riot. YWhen Paul and his company had arrived in llacedonlia, he
dispatched Titus to the Corinthian congregation with the second

letter., Two of the brethren were sent with him. It has been quite
generally accepted that one of them was Luke, the physiclian, "the
brother, whose praise is in the gospel throughout the churches"
(2Cor,8,18.). Concerning the other one Paul writes tlhe following:
"And we have sent with 'bli our brother, whom we have oftentimes
proved dilipgent in many things, but now much more diligent,upon
the great confidence which I have in you". l'he' name of ﬁe brother
is not mentioned; but all the attending circumstances paoint quite
clearly to :Aristarchus.

As a Macedonian he was also a Europcan and therefore the
logical man to send to the European congregation at Corinth.This
| :ra.c!; probably added to his cholce. Ve find other incidents and
instances where the attending circumstances and advantages were em-—
ployed., In the earlier narrative of the Acts we are told that some
{ .

_



of the Greolan women.had been slighted in the disbursements of 4‘*
money fob the poor. At that occasion most of the men who were ap-
pointed as carotakers of the alms had Greclan names. Seemingly
these brothers were sent by the lMacedonian churches. Therefore

they wo.uld sooner pick a representative from Macedonia than for
instance Troph:l.mxg an Ephesian, who would not be so ueli acquain-
ted with European conditions.

This lacedonian companion was among the attendants of Paul
during the Caesarean captivity. The impression is also given that
Aristarchus was amonyg; the companions on the journey to Rome. Acts27,2
we read:"And entering into a ship of Adramytium we launched,meaning
to sail by the coasts of Asia; one Aristarchus a Macedonian of
Theesalonica being with us", This seems to indicate that Aristar-
chus went along to Rome. At second thought, however, this impression
wanes. The quot:l.;m would arise why he is mentioned especially from
the company. Again, we ask, wh'y would his home be mentioned? The
following is offered as a solution. Aristarchus was intending to
£o iomc. Tne main Asiatic port for ships traveling to lacedonia was
Troas (Adramytimn was near Troas). The detalls concerning Aristarchus
were just given in the biblical account to tell the readers that
he took the samc boat the other men did; but while they went
to Rome, he just made his way to his home in llacedonia. No doubt
this was done with the Apostle's sanction, since it would be the
proper thing for someone to go 1o Macedonia and give the Macedoni-
ans a financial report and some information regarding the blessings
worked by the collection, in which they had bcen so decply interested
and toward which they had contributed so bountifully(20or.S,2).
From there he may have proceeded to Corinth in order to report te
them also,.
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From uorinth Aristarchus probably procoeded to Rome, where
we find him as "fellowprisoner" saluting the Colossian congrega-
tion. Also in the letter to Philemon greetings are sent along
from Aristarchus. No more information is avallable emcept that of
traditions, which state that he suffercd marirriom under Nero.

esecvesesccnnsscssss

The report oi' Luke in the Acts concerning the departure
from Ephesus and the sojourn in Maceddnia in the course of the
third missionary journcy is vory meager. We may draw the inference
from Acts20;4; which desoribes thésincidents during this same apos-

.tolic progress, that Tychiocus and Trophimus were two of the compani-

ons at Paul's departure from Ephesus., Hence they were at the riot

in that city of the goddoss Diana.

Both of these men secm to have remalned falthful to the
Apostle in spite of all the oa.lam:l:t:l.es which followed, Both of them
exerted themselves in his :I.nf:l.n}enoe and executed many of his or=
ders. Both are also mentioned as his friends and followers almost
with his dying breath (2 Tim.4,12.20).

Tychicus as well as Trophimus came from westerm Asla Minor.
Trophimus came from Ephesus (Acts 21,20)whilc therremarks in
Acts 20,4 and Eph.8,21,22 lead us to believe that Tychicus also
had his home in or near Ephesus.

Trophimms, the Ephesian, was with Paul at the encl of the
third journey. lils presence in the temple was the chief caise for
the riot at Jerusalem since he was a gentile. The only other passage

in:the New Testmment ;;, where his name occurs is 8 Tim.4,20, where




8% Paul says:" Trophimus I left sick at }Miletus". This incident, “
as we know, happened after the first imprisomment and probably
vhile Panl was making his journcy from Ephesus to Nicopolis in

the fall before his death at Rome.

Tychicus is mont;l.oneﬂ. four times in the Pauline epistles,
le vas the Dhearer of the letter to the Ephesians (Eph.e,m.zz)._ and
that to0 the Go:l.oss:l.:'ms (Col 4,7). In him Onesimus, the sila.re, had
& pood companion on his journey to Colossae (Col.4,9). After the
first captivity at Rome Tychicus seems to have been near the Apostle
n:l.ne' Paul expects to send eithor him or Artemas to Orete(Iitus 3,12).
He prohably did seml Artemas and kept Tychicus for another mission.
According tc 2Tim.4,12 he was sent to Ephesus. This might have oa-
curred shortly before Paul entered the severe seoonti captivity.
Just how these last statements of Paul concerning Tychicus may be
harmonized, we are not in a position to say. At any !':I-tl! we pmay draw
the conclusion that he mu; a co-worker of Paul,who is well wobthy
of the praise accorded to him Col.4,7:"Tychicusessss, Who 1s a be=
loved brother, and a faithful minister and felloservant in the :
Lord®,

0000009000000 00000000000

There is among the companions of Paul a certaln persony
vho may be considered as a kind of parallel to John llark, the evan-
gelist. That man is Demas. In the'Letter to Philemon Demas is calded
a "fellowprisoner". Vhence he came and when he joined the Apos'f..'l.e ,
can not be definitely ascertained either from the Acts or the
Epistles. There are, however, a few probable suppositions. When
Demas departed from Paul, he went to Thessalonica (2 Tim.4,14).
Hence we may conclude thdt he was a Macedonian from Thessaloniea.

The following is an explanation of how we may account for
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his presence in Rome -d.ur:l.np,- the first captivity. When the collection
for the needy had beon completed in Europe, several of the com-
panions 61' Paul went directly to Troas. Then Luke goes to tell us:
"These going before tarried at Troas. And we sailed from Philippil
Who is meant with "we"? Surely not only Luke and St Paul since in
all prohability the collection was divided between the two compa=—
nies. Lherefore this second portion needed more than Just two men
to have it in safe kecping. Therefore we conclude that there must
have been more than two in this party. Accordingly we may suppose
that Demas of Thessalonica was among them. He probably accompanied
Paul to Caesarca and from there to his captivity in Rome. There he
is among those saluting Philemon and the Colossian congregation
(Philemon 24; Col.4,11). Ve do not know what Demas did in the space
of time hetween the first and sccond Roman captivity. He maf have
been Paul's companion ministering to the Apostlne as Timothy and
Hark had formerly done.

A suggestion has been made to compare Demas with Mark.
The l':ompar:l.son is made because of a certain sad incident in the
life of hoth of the man. During the sccond eapt:l.v:l.'l_'.y at Rome Demas
forsook Paul and returncd to Thessalonica. It is with a note of
sadness that Paul writes to Timothy: "Demas has forsaken me ,
having loved thikspresent world, and is departed unto Thessalonioca$
(2 Tim,4,10), e also glves the reason:"having loved this present
world", Paul had two distinct rea.som-l for being sad. The one was
very likely his sympathy for the man who had deserted him. The other
was his feeling of friendlessness. Therefore he asked Timothy and
John lMark to come.

The Bible gives us no more information as to what happened
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to Demas in later years. It rmy he addod that as the fault of Mark l|
|
and Demas was gimilar so the ropentance of John }Mark may also have
been paralleled by that of Demas.

It is still an undccided question whether the two names |
Epaphras and Epaphroditus refer to the same person or note. In
reading the pemarks which Paul maices concerning them we arriveat
the conclusion that they very probably were two distinct names
since Epaphras is montioned mainly in the Epistle to the Colossians
vhile Epaphroditus figures prominently in the Letter to the Philippi=
ans.

Epaphras was a native.of the city of Colosse (001.4,12);;
It is poss:l.‘blé that ﬁe m;.s the r'ouna.er of the Colossian congre=
gation(Col.1,7:"as ye also learned of Epaphras"), He may also have
proached the Gospel in the neighboring towns of Laodicea and Hiera=-
polisn, (Col.4,12,13.).

Y¥hile Paul was in his first Roman imprisorment, Epaphras
visited him and commnicated to Iim the unwelcome tidings that the
falth of the Colossians was in danger of belng perverted by false
teachers(Col.1,4-8), While he was yet in Rome, Paul sent greetings
to Philemon from "Epaphras my fellowprisoner". This would not
necessarily have toihenn that Epaphras was lying in bonds, but it
may infdicate that he lived in the same house with Paul, which was
at the same time his prison. lle 1s the only one besides Timothy
whom Paul desipgnated as a "bond servant of Jesus Christ"(Col.4,12).
In the same epistle Paul gives him another favorable comment and
speaks of Iim as "a faithful minister of vhrist"(vol.1,7).

Epaphroditus is known ‘to us only by a few allusions in
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the Epistle to the Philippilans. e may have been a native of Thi-
ippl. At any rate he was sont by the Philipplans to visit Paul

in Rome and to bring him some pecuniary aid. Instead of returhing
home at once he stayed therc for some time and ministered to the
Apost.’l.e(l"lﬂl..‘?.,ﬂe). But 1t scems as though he had overtaxed his
strength. lle: £s.:spoken .of: as Fsdclk. nigh: untolleath(Phil,2,26). Upon

Iis recovery lhie was very anxious to return to Philippi. Paul approved
of this and at the same time made him the bearer of thc Letter to

the Philippians,

Paul's high regard for Epaphroditus is shown by these three
expressions:"my brother and companion and fellowsoldier", Iightfoot
comments on these threce words as denoting "common sympathy, cormon
common work, and common danger toll and suffering".

The name Ernstus._:l.s not given among the men carrying the
collection for the ncedy' at Jerusalem. But there is another trace
of him, which would puiﬁ"a_d:‘nong the companions of the third journey.
Yhile Paul was prolomging his stay at Ephesus, he sent Erastus to
Macedonia together with Timothy. Sone}nhours have tried to prove
that he was subsequently one of the companions who went with Titus
!;o Corinth. But we have decided on Luke and Aristarchus t".0 £111
;hese places. It 1s probable, however, that he was on the latter
part of the third journey although he is not mentioned m_ong the
men of Acts 20,4. Like others he may have traveled withithat group
which traveled to Troas via Philippl and evidently carried part of
the colleoction by that route.

It is questionable whether this is the same Erastus who is
called the chamberlain of the city of Corinth(Rom.16,23), who &lse
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stayed in the city of Corinth according to 2m.4.zq. But we lack
the neess_nry historical information to makc any defenlite state-
ment to that effect.
sssecssssssenescs

Among the people tiat are mentioned in conmnection with |
Paul the name of Gaius occurs .foun times. iwice it is used of a cer-
tain Ohistian at Corinth, whom Paul had baptized and whose hospi-
tality he had enjoyed in Achala (Rom.1G,23; 100:-;1,14;). But the |
'other two times tha name refers to companions of Paul. Tiue one ‘
is called Gaius of Derbe, who accompanicd Paul on his last journcy |
to Asic (Acts 22,4) and the other Galus the Macedonian, who was }
dragged into the amphitheater at Ephesus during the riot(Acts 19,89).
4 suggestion has been offered to identify the last two. In the narra-
tive of the Ephesian riot there are certain manuscripts that read
"Gaius and Aristarchus,the liacedonian®, The reason for thils expla= |
nation becomes veky plausible if we remember that the following |
word is the plurnl noun"companions", It would only mean the omission
of an"s", Ve know, of course, that an argument of this kind is not
strong enough to form the basis of an opinion, but ne'vertheles
it sounds plausible, Utherwise we must think of two men among the
Pauline companions bearing the name Galus,one a ilacedonian and the
other a man from the clity of Derbe.

ecesevsssscscssnsssssene

Besides this last group of companions, which we have classéd
as minor characters, there is a host of others, .iut the information
regarding those men is so limited that very little may be sald
about them which is based on histéry. imong them there is Judas,
surnamed Barsabas, who .wa.s sent by the brethren from Jerusalem

te L.oe
to ;he Antiochian congregation as the other representative besides
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8ilas(Acts 15,22). “here was Crescens, who traveled to Galatia 5’
(pro'babli' Gaul) in order to prench there as Titus was to do in
Dﬁilﬂﬁtia(a!l':l.m.é, 10). The oarriecs of the Letter to the Romans was
Fhebe, a deaconess of the Uorintlilian port of Cenchrea (Rom.16,1).
Greetings were sont from Rome by Lucius, Sosipater, Jason the Thessa- |
lonian, who had been Faul's host at Thessalonica(Acts 17,5), and
others. If we were to mention all the other peopld‘who are only men=-
tioned by name in the various letters and concerning whom we have
no further information, we would be forced to prepare a long list

of namcs, which would really serve no purpose.

"After these things Paul departed from Athens, end came to
Corinth; and found there a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus,

" lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; (because that

Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and came unto
them", (Acte 18,1.2.).This is the way in which Iuke introduces the
couplc. whicl: played such an important part in the early mission
history and also in the life of St Paul, The historian does not

tell us very much about these people, but yet there are a few

items of interest. Aquila was%a certain Jew from Pontus", a province
in Asia Minor east of the Euxine Sea. Equally or even more important
was his wife I'risca,or rriscilla., No definite information may be ob-
tained concerning the nationality of Priscilla. The omission of

such information in Acts 18,2 seems to indicate that she was not

a Jewess. It has heon noted before that just such little detalls in
Like's writings often are the clue to some valuable information,
ort, who made @& special study of this question, ‘suggests that
Priscilla was a member of a distinguished Roman family. The suppo-
sition, that it was o Nomen famlly, is based on the fact thai fmpfia
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B and Priscilla had l1ived in Iiome hefore they came to vorinth. The
conjeoture,that Priscilla was of high social rank,originuted from
$he fact that her name is occasionally mentioned before that of her
husband (Rom.1€,13; 2 Tim.4,19).Another point in favor of this view
1s the fact that, unlike most cases, her name is always especlally
referred to whenever the couple is mentioned,while,otherwise we
often find allusions in the Scriptures only concerning the lhusband,
This conjecture concerning Priscilla's :mt:l.o.nnlity,however, is only

& plausible suggestion and must not be rated as an established fact.

Wihen Paul met the couple at Corinth, they had just arrived
from Italy. They were tentmakers by trade and had proba.bl, plied
their trade at Rome. Also the reason vhy they left Rome is given.
 The Emperor Claudius had issued an edict expelling all the Jews
from Rome. ihis decbee was issued in the year 47 A:D.

This meoting between Aquila and Priscilla and Paul is not
mentioned mercly as an histiéirical detall, but it has its bearing
on the subject mattor. After Paul had spent some time in the com-
pany of these people both in Corinth and in Ephesus, he declared
his intention of jouimeying to Rome (Acts 19,21). Aquita, no doubt,
had told Paul of the importance and necessity of mission work in
the great coenter of Roman life. This may be classed as a parallel
of Iuke's possible connection with the first lacedénian journey.

Before the final departure of Paul and his company to
Ephesus: luke tells us:"And Paul after this tarried there yet a
) good while, and then took leave of the brethren into Syria, and

with him Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn his head in Cenchrea:
for he had a vow"(Acts 18,18). WWho made this vow? According to the
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English Version of the New Testament Paul makes the vow. But the
original Greek scems to imply that tho vow was made by Aquila.Such
& vow was usually madc in times of sickness and danger. Luke does
not tell us wr-m.t. caused Aquila to make such a vow.It may have been
& serious illness. It may also have been some critical sithnation in

the course of the stormy days at Corinth, during which he had risked
to save the Apostle. Paul rofers to some incident of that kind when
be speaks of the husband and wife as "having risked their life for
me" (lom.16,3). The objection might be raised that Priscilla did not
maké the vow. Lut this would not be an insuperable objection. This

1ittle incident gives us a fine example of Aquila's oonsc:l.ent.:l.ousness.

Af'ter the vow at Cenchrea had been completed, Aquila and
Priscilla salled with Paul to the City of Ephesus. Verses 18 and 19
of chapter 18 are not a contradiction. They started with Paul on
the journcy toward Syria but remained at Ephesus while Paul went
on to Antioch in Syria. ilere they must have stayed fir some time
because from there they w:l.thl the oongregn:t:l.on in their house sent .
greétings to the Corinthians (1Cor.16,1%).

Vhile flqu:l.la. and Priscilla were in Ephesus, a certain Jew
f!'l;lll Alexandria, "an eloquent man and mighty in the Scoriptures®(. i
(Aots 18,24), came to the city. That man was Apollo. lle was an en-
thusiastic missionary, who spoke the word of God with great power.
But he kmew only the baptism of John., Aquila and Priscilla received
him into their home and "expounded the way of God to him more per-
feotly" (Acts 18,26).

"greet Priscllla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus:
vho have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only _
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1 give thanks, but also all tho churches of the Gentiles." (Rom.16,3.4)
These words show the attitude which Paul took towa;-rl Priscilla and
Aquila. It 1s a great dribute which Paul pays to them. They had

such high regard for him that thay were willing to suffor death

in order to save him. It is impossible to set a definite .tume for

this ingcident. It may refer to different similar happenings both

In Gorinth or during the riot at Ephesus or at any other place.

Also Apollo owed them personal thanks because it was this
couple that had"expounded the way of the Lord to him more perfectly.
In Rom.1G,4 1’aul goes one step farther. He states that all the clur-
ches of the Gentiles owed them thanks. The Jewish couple must have
had many friends in the different congregations beonus.e of thelr
hospitality to individuals as well as to the whole congregations
and their Christian attitude, which they exhibited whereevor they
went. Especlally did the congregation at Cobinth owe th a good
measure of gratitude because it was one of thelr teachers, ¢ Apollo,

whom this couple had so faithfully instructed.

The last anil the most exoeptional among the companions of
Paul is the slave Onesimus., He was a fuglitive Asiatic slave, who 'I;a-
longed to Philemon, a member of the church at Colosse. From:the
letter which Paul wrote to Philemon we gather the information thet
he had robbed his master, had fled from Colosse and had finally
found his way to Rome. Thus he was not merely a runawvay slave and
a representative of "the least respectable type of the least re-
spectablc class:in the soclal scale" (Lightfoot), but i:e was also
a thief and a robber, who had dared to lay his handis on the goods

of his master.

In the lej)ter Paul does not try to conceal the orime of
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Onesirms. It seems as though he had sunk to the veiry bottom. UDOI-I
his arrival in Rome the slave had probably "wallowed in the cess=
pool of humanity as one of the offscouring of humanity" (Robertson).
This depravity may be casily ecxplained. Profligate and unprincipled
a8 we know cven thc most educated soclety to have been, what must

have been in its dregs and offal?

Just how this depraved and runaway slave came to hear
Paul, we do not Imow. It is possible, hovwever, that somc Asliatic
Ohristian had recognized him at Rome and had brought him to hear
the 1llustrious prisoner and prcacher. Hovever this may be, we know
that by God's divinc _gﬁidnnpe the slave had been dragpged from this
cesspool of iniquity by the ha.nd of Christian love and had become
o Christian, In the coursc of communlications he hecame so near and
dear to the Apostle that he calls him "my son OGnesimus, whom I have
begotten in my honds".

The meeting threw a new prohlem before Paul. He wished to
keep Onesimus at Rome and employ him in the service of the Gospel.
But yet his "Pflichtgofuehl" kept him from transgressing the law
and violating the rights of Philemon by acting in this matter without
his consent. So when an opportunity was given to have Onesimus travel
to Oolosse in good company,Paul made use of the opportinity to send
the slave back to his master.

' Although Onesimus, the pagan slave, was a black character;
Yet Onesimus, the repontant simner,rcturning home to his master,
¥vas a person who had a number of good characteristics. Ve may get
at them a little closor if we look at Paul's plea for iiim, Paul
says to Philemon he is "now profitable to thee and to me"., ile e¥en
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vas very anxious to keep him at Nome. Verse 13 we read:"Whom I 3
would have retained with me, that in thy stead he might have minis-
tered unto me in the bonds of the gospol". lle calls him "my son
begotten in my bonds(v.10). In verse 12 he even tells Philemon:"Re-
ceive him that is mine own howels",

The whole thought of t::e letéer to Philemon is a plea to
set Onesimus free, ‘although Paul does not say it in so many words.
But Philemén could hardly misunderstand the language of.Paul. The
question ariscs, did FPhilemon set Onesimus free? We do not know.

It is hardly imagineable tjat Paul's plea in behalf of Onesimus
vas in vain. Tradition(Apostolical Canon) gives the information
tiat Philcmon forgave Onesimus and manumitted him. The Bible gives
us no definite answer. There are a number of rmors afloat. One of
them'stlmt he became Bishop of Beroea. According to another tradition
he journeyed to Spain. Still another tells us that he was martyred
in Rome. The very mumb-:r of rumors, howvever, speak for their uncer=
tainty and ogt'me us to_ﬁmwnre of any conclusive statements concer-
ning his later life.
ecssccssnsscccnssese

It 1s indeed a mottled orowd that must be considered
under the title "Uompanions of Paul", People from man& different
walks ofilife came in contaét with thg great missionary apostle.
Among them:there was Luke,jhe physiclan, and educated man and yet
& believing child of .God. Among his close assocletes therc was
Mark, the son of a comparatively wealthy woman. There was Titus,
a Gretk, to whom Paul later ontrusted the congregations on the is-
land of Cyprus. Other companions never played such an lmportant
part in his life, and yet they were near and dear to him. Besldes
these we can not refrain from mentioning the couple plying his own

trodn |
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trade, to whom he was attracted especially hecause of thelr fine
Ohristian spirit and their missionary zeal.Last but not least we
find among his associates the runaway but repentant slave Onesimus.
In many cases it scoms to have been due to the Apostle's influence,
mmanly speaking, that these companions played the role which they
did. Timothy, the Lystran, and Onesiwms:: the slave are the best
examples for such a statement. In conclusion woe may say that this
variegated array is a sure sign of the fact that Paul's principle
vas the same in practice as it was in the words which he wrote

to the Gulut:l.nhss"'.l‘here Ja nelther Jew nor Greek, there 1s nolther
bond nor free, there is noither male nor female: for ye are all

one in Christ Jesus"(Gal.3,28.).
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