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—_———
Miscellanea.

Christian Ethics.

In an older church-body, like in an older congregation, there is n.lwn_-Y'
danger that the presentation of the orthodox doctrine will be accompanied
by a strong strain of legalism in the field of cthics and that rules and ln:\n,
often rather arbitrarily motivated, will be employed instead of evangelical
persunsion. On the other hand, certain tendencies may manifest them-
selves which tend to make Christian liberty o cloak of maliciousness and
to speak of adiaphora where the matters concerned are far from the ﬂf-ld
of things indifferent. It should never be necessary for a pastor to swing
the “big stick,” but it is necessary that he adhere closely to the ethics
of tho Bible. To yield weakly on some point when the contention is made
that there is no specific prohibition in Scripture means to subvert clear
ethical thinking. For a Christian to make it a habit to look for commands
and prohibitions in the Bible is for him to leave the status of a child and
to return to that of a slave. The Bible is full of ethical precepts and hints,
and while the Lord does not offer all of them in the form of specific com-
mands to His children, it will be best for these children to inquire,
What will please my heavenly Father and my Savior best? How can I
best show my appreciation of His grace, mercy, and goodness towards l_ne'l
It is then, and only then, that a pastor will properly advise his parish-
foners and our Christians will receive proper guidance. " P.E.K.

By-Products of a Discussion on Christian Art.

In Gardner's Principles of Christian Art the following interesting
paragraphs are found: “In the last century, in Western Europe and
America, the even course of life, the enormous increase of the means of
enjoyment, tended to put asceticism out of court. But now a tremendous
reaction is beginning to set in. The universal horrors of the Great War,
the frightful condition into which Russia has fallen, the excessive growth
of the spirit of nationality, also the abuse of wenlth and the rebellion of
poverty throughout Europe and Ameriea, have caused in all who reflect,
all who have leisure to consider what is taking place, o certain degree of
pessimism. It can hardly be doubted that asceticism will revive.” —*I !'10
not believe that Dr. Dearmer’s way of looking at the externals of worship
will commend itself to English Christians gencrally. It may be reg“'d‘_’d
as parallel to the love of smart clothing and the pursuit of fashion in
ordinary life. It is far more attractive to women and feminine-minded
clerics than to men. And there is much truth in the view of Amiel that
a state, o society, or a church which effeminizes itself is on the way to
degeneracy and decay. Even in the Middle Ages, though splendid cere-
monies and spectacles were provided by the hierarchy to attract the people
in the street, the life-blood of the Church poured in other directions,
towards the life of austerities in the cloister and carcful thinking in the
universities. And at present, however it may be with the Latin rnef&
the Teutonic people have long ago made up their minds as to the indif-
ferent character of mere ontward show and ceremony.” — “One feels par-
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alyzed when one tries to speak of beauty to a woman who thinks short
masculine hair more pleasing than the lovely arrangements of past days.
No doubt in many periods the hair of women has been arranged in too
stiil and formal a manner; but to do away with it altogether is am
abandonment of all poetry and idealism. . . . More obviously contrary
to nature and to beauty is the custom of doing away with the long hair,
which has been the theme of poets since poetry began and which may be so
treated as greatly to enhance the beauty of a woman, especially if the hair
be fair. I sometimes fancy that the next move of fashion may be to shave
the head entirely and to wear a wig, perhaps of green or purple color.”
P.E.K.
A “Graded” Catholic Catechism.

In his review of Gasparri’'s Catholic Catechism, in the authorized
English translation by the Rev. Hugh Pope, Mr.Hugh P.Ryan remarks:
“The Catholic Catechism is made up of three parts: a preparatory cate-
chism for children who have not made their first communion, a larger
catechism for older children, and a catechism for advanced pupils. In
almost every case the questions and answers are stated in a language
easily understood by the children for whom they are intended.” Since the
Roman Catholies have not only remained abreast of the times in their
training of children, but have consistently forged ahead in using the most
approved methods, this notice is of particular interest. It seems that our
Synod did not make a false move in advocating a catechism to be graded
in three steps. P.E. K.

The Meaning of a Well-Known Slogan.

In a book by Professor Eckhof published at Leiden in 1931 he dis-
cusses one of the favorite slogans of our day: “In essentials unity, in
non-essentials liberty, in all things charity,” and shows that the phrase
really should read: In neccessariis unitas, in non-necessariis libertas, in
utrisque caritas, which he translates: “Unity in things necessary to
salvation, liberty in those not necessary to salvation, charity in both.”

P.E. K.
Nod) cinmal Guitav Abolf.

Man liebt e5 Iatholijderieits, Gujtab Adolf den ,Vertvitfter Deut{dhs
Iand3” zu nennen, ,iiber das er und feine Horden unjaglidhed Ungliid ges
brad)t Haben”. Man itiert gerne den ,Edjvedentrunt”, dbaf Miitter ihren
unartigen Stinbern droften: ,Der Sdywede fommi!” E3 ift tvabr, daf
nad) de3 Sidnigs Tobe bad [dwedijde Heer immer mehr verivilderte und
{dlieRlid) ebenjo verfommen tvar und ebenfo rudjlod und getvalttitis Hans
belte wie bie Saifexlidhen. Aber e8 ift nidit redt, Gufiad Adolf dafiir
verantioorilid) zu Halten. Aud) fann man dad Heer nad) 1632 Ifaum melfr
mit Nedht ein {dhivedifded nennen. Gleid) nad) demt erjien griferen Siege
be8 Sdivedentinigd fixdmien ihm Soldaten aqud aller Herren Lindern zu;
am Tage nad) der Breitenfelder Sdlad)t {oll er bereitd 5,000 Srieger
mehr gefabt Haben, ald exr am vorigen Tage in bie Sdladt gefithrt Hatte;
Gnde 1681 Dbefehligte er iiber 100,000 Mann. Jur Beit feined Toded
beftand bas Heer gu vier Fiinfteln aus in Deutidland angeworbenen Trup»
pen. Diefe aber Hatten jhon eine gang andere Sdjule durdigemadit; {ie
Batten gum grofen Teil bei Tilly und Wallenftein gelernt. ©o litt bald
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bie Didgiplin im Scjivebenfeer, und jdon der grofe Nonig fand ed diver
feine Solbaten in Judt gu Halten.

Das . SNirdjenblatt” bringt die ALdrift ciner alten Handidrift aud
ben Meriheimifden Ardhiven bom 8. Juli 1682, aud der Hervorgeht, twie
ber Sinig unablaffig bemiift war, die vermilderten Solbaten im Paume
gt Balten. Gin Ymimann aud MWertheim Hatte Vefdjiverde gebradit ilber
$Pliindberungen von feiten [divedijdjer Soldbaten; ihm tourde ber Befdheid,
bicfe Titlidleiten follten bdermafen abgeftraft twerden, bdaf fidy nod
mandjer Offigier Hinterm Ofr Traben terde”. 1lnd bdann folgt eine Llefre
Baftige Predigt” in ALiGrift aus einem ,Disturs”, den der Sidnig in
RNiienberg gehalten Hatte, ,baf vielen vornehmen Obrijten und Offizieren
bie Augen iibergegangen”. Eilidjes daraus mag den Lefern interefjant fein:

»J0r Filtjten, Grafen und Perren, Jhr Gencralobrijten, Obriften.
feutnant]  NGr jeid cben diejenigen, die Gurem Baterland lntven’ bes
toiefen and beGalb ruinieren Helfen. ... Wenn idy it Cuch anfehe unbd
Bebenle Guer Stehlen, Nauben und Pliindern, und dafy Jhr mit unter der
Ded" lieget und partigipieret, Tein Dissiplin ober iustitinm Haltet, fo ftehen
mic alle Haare gu Werg. jt dad nidit Gott gu cxbarmen, daf ein Ehrift
unb Religiondvervandier, cin Freund, ein Schivager, ja wobl cin Bruder
ben anderen auspliinbert und berberbet? Die Teuffel in der Hellen bes
teifen einanbder mefr Trew' und Lich’ ald die Ehriften unter jicy felbit.
Dad Herg im Leib mdht' mir gerjpringen, wenn idy Hore, dad Sdhoedifd
fBolt Haufe drger al8 ber Feind, ba dodh nidt bas Schtvedifdhe, jonbern
baB TeutiGe BVolt e8 tut. Qatte idh geruft, dap Jor folden Humors
und Gurem Baterland nidit befjer dienet und mehr Tren' und Lied’ ers
toeifen twollet, id) §atte nicht laffen ein Pferd Curethalben jatteln oder
Gud gum Bejten meinen Sidniglihen Leib und fo bicler tapferer syelhc_n
neben mir in die Gefalfr getvagt, jondern idh wollte Gudy, tweilen Jor ie
LQujt bargu, in die grojte SHaberei und servitutem fteden lajjen. ...

»Sedentet Yhr nidit, . . . was fiic jHiver Getvifjen und Strafen G}?ttf-i
Xt uff Gud) und Cure Nadlommen ladet und uff basd gange Land giehet
unbd toas Redjenjdjaft Fhr am Jiingjten Tag dafiic geben miifiet? Jdj toollte
Ticber in meinem Sidnigreid der Sdu’' Bilten als joldhem lnivefen Iimger
gufehen, ba id) Gotted Born und Rad’® uff midh bringen twiicde. ...

~3Ba8 Gabe i dbabon? Nihts] I begeuge 8 vor Gott und ijt die
Wahrheit, dafy i nidht von diefem Striege Habe, daf idh mir cin Paar :ﬁﬂiﬂ'l
madjen lafjen Ionnte. Woll' audy licber ofne Hofen reiten ald mit Der
atmen feut' Sdaben mid bereidjern. I will einem jedenm, der ed bes
gehrt, borlegen, baf id) iiber bierzig Tonuen Golded aus meinem ﬂul_“l_!’
reid) meinen Neligiondvervandten und Cud) gum Beften in 3|nci1mbi_)rct%l_ﬂ
Wedfeln Heraudmadien lafjen und jpendiert. Aber das twollte ich geidhiveis
gen, enn id) nidht jo biel guter Leute darilber berloren Hatte.”

Darm Jabe er die Warnung getan, daf ex Ieinen jdhonen twolle; nDes
gebeten fie aber gu meutinieren, jo wolle er’s mit jeinen Sdjreden und
Dienern mit ihnen annehmen und fi§ mit iGnen Herumfdymeifen, dap die
Stiid" bavonjpringen foliten”. EStrads darnad) Habe er einen Eeummgt
Henfen lafien und befannt gemadit, daf er nidgt die Soldaten, jonbdern die
Offigiere an feib und Leben firafen terde. ,lind ald ein BVauer vor den
Stonig gelaufen unbd gellaget, daf ifm fei eine Stuh genommen mworben, ift
Shre Nioniglide Majeftdt mit im . . . auf ifn [den fapitinsQeutnant]
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ftrad3 gugeritten, ihn bei den Haaren erivifdet und mit fidh alfo gum Pro=

foffen gefiihret, ber folle ... aud) Hingeridtet tverden, ... darbei jonbderlich

au notieren, baf Jhre Majeftdt den Napitin-Leutnant, indbem er ihn beim

Stopf ertvifdjet, gar glimpflid angeredet: Stomm BHer, mein ©obn, e8 ijt

Beffer, i jtrafe bid), denn bafy lnfer HErrgott mid), didh und unsd alle

{trafe.” : T 9.
Late Archeological News from Palestine.

Further work has been done on the site of Mizpah, the fortress that
existed from the time of King Asa of Judah until its eapture by the
Assyrians. One of the achievements in this connection was the complete
excavation of the temple of the “queen of heaven,” Jer. 44, 17—19, whose
licentious worship was so strongly denounced by the prophets. It is the
first time in the history of Palestinian archeology that an ancient city
gate has been found so well preserved. —The same number of the Amer-
ican Journal of Archeology also discusses some late work at Shechem,
where a city “walled up to heaven” was discovered, a gigantic cyclopean
wall with a rectangular tower-gate having four corner towers. The wall
of the lower city is a complex of two parallel walls, with 35 feet between.
It is 65 feet high and 50 feet thick. The walls can be traced in an un-
broken circuit, indicating a city of about 15 acres. These walls are
Hittite, begun in the fourteenth century B.C., and existed till 1100 B.C.
At the foot of Mount Gerizim Dr. Welter also discovered a temple of Baal-
berith dating from the late Bronze Age (1400—1300 B. C.), with Canaanite
cult objects, including a unique fetish stonme. Shechem was first built
between 1479 and 1447 B.C. by the conqueror Labaya, mentioned in the
Tel-el-Amarna letters. P.E. K.

Befehrung der Franfen.

Auf einen Veridit Gregors bon Tour ftiiht {id) die befannte Gejdhidjte .
bon Stlobivigd Velehrung und Taufe jamt 3,000 feiner Franfen. JYn bder
Ulemannenjdylacht, 496, fo beridtet Gregor, flehte Stlodivig (odber Ehlodo=
ved)) au dem Chrijtengoit, den er durd) feine Gattin fannte, und gelobte,
fidh gum Chrijtentum zu befennen, wenn exr den Sieg getwdnne. Cr fiegte,
lie {idh mit feinen Franfen zu Weibhnaditen deSjelben Jahred von Bijdjof
Nemiging bon Reims taufen, wobei dicjer die Worte fprady: ,Beuge janft
beinen Naden, Sigamber, bete an, tvad dbu angegiindbet Hajt, 3iindbe an, tvad
bdu angebetet hajt!” [n ,Forjdungen und Fortjdritte” unterbreitet D. Bruno
Strujd) feine meuen linterjudjungen iiber Gregor. Aus ecinem Bricfe ded
Yijdofs Avitus von BVienne an den Franlenlonig, in dem er ihm mitteilt,
baf er der Cinladbung zu feiner Taufe nidht Folge leiften ¥inne, geht Hers
vor, baf Stlobivig bon Arianern umgeben war und wohl felber zum Arias
nidmus Hinneigte; er toihlte aber den Sfatholigidmus. Darob bdriidt Abis
tud feine grofje Freude aus. Aud cinem Vricfe bed Vijdjofd Nicetus bon
Trier an cine Cniclin Klodiwigs ift erfichtlich), dajy ber 11. November der
FTauftag Slobwigd war; und fveil ald8 Ort ber Taufe bie Sirdje domini
Martini genannt toird, jdliegt Sixujd, died fei die Martinstirde zu Tours,
da3 Taufjahr Stlodivigd daher nad) ber Croberung bon Tours, aljo nad)
bem Wejtgotentriege, 507, angujepen. Damit fiele bann bie gange fdjone
Gejdidte, die tvir fo oft gitiert Haben, ald cine bloge Erfindbung Gregors
Jin. Sdabel T 9.
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