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GENERAL SURVEY. -- Introductory.

Though properly an historical.rather than a theo-
logical problem, the chronology of Paul's life is import-
ant in the field of Bible study, and is closely related

" to several theological guestions, including that of the

reliability df Scripture and the authenticity of several
books accerted by the church as canonical. Its treatment
is historical, but much of the fresdom for specualtion
indulged in by the average student of history is denied
the scholar who treats this subject. Anything which can-
not be established with reasonable certainty must be left
an open cuestion, and the integrity of the Scripture must
remain unmolested. -

Fliminating-from the beginning those portions of
Paul's 1life for which we have no reliable chronological
data, we find that cur task deals orincipally with the".
rortion of his life extending from his conversion fo-a
roint two years after his arrival in Rome as a prisoner.
foncerning thies period we have much chronological infor-
mation. The period from that point forward till his death
does not yileld such satisfactory results, but must also
be considered, while the chronology of his letters forms
2 separate problem in itself, though it is dependent on
the results of the other investigation. Only hypothetical
datzs for the events in Paul's earlier life are possible,
and since no special importance for our purposes attaches
to these, they will not be treated here.

SOURCES.

Kost of our information on-this subject is drawn
from ocne infellible source, God's own Word. The most valu-
able writing for this study is the Acts of the Apostles,
and the information it yields is supplemented by meterial
drawn from the verious Paulire Epistles, among whidh Gala-
tlans holds first rank for historical -notices. The inspired
writings enable us without further aid to establish a feir-
ly complete relative chronology for the main part of Paul's
life. On no other point do we find such accurate and pre-
cise historical and chronological information in the Bible;
it is only because actual dates are not supplied by the
Scriptures that we are obliged also to use other sources

of information.

Fortunately, there are a number of fairly reliable
secular writings of that periocd to which we have access,
which enable us to fix the dates of Paul's activities with
& remarkable degree of assurance. In these writings we
find discrepancies and inconsistencies, which make the
task rather difficult for the student, but they are in
general reliable sources. There we find records of people
and events mentioned in connection with Paul's life and
work, tocether with exact dates. the most valuable of these
books are the "Anticuit ies" and "Jewish War" of Josephus,
a late comtemporary of Paul, and the"Annales" of Tacitus,




Who was a boy at the time of Peul's death. pAlmost ecual
to these in value, and confirming much of what they tell
us, are:the works of Bion Cassius, a Romen historian of
the late second century, who had access to the best of
sources end used them well, and whose work covering this
pPeriod is preserved to us in epitomes prepared by later
writers. Valuable chiefly for cemparison are the "Lives
of the Caesars" written by Suetonius about the time of
Hadrian; the "Agricola" of Tacitus; and we might add the
worke of Senecz and the Plinies, though they have no di-
rect bearing on our subject.

Another class of secondary sources is found in the
early Christian writings, though they offer little to sup-
Plemert the New Testament account. Clement of Rome and the
Apologetes give some traditional information on the life
of Paul, and there is an important reference in the Mura-
torien fragment. In the fourth century, Eusebius went over
all the reliable sources of informaticn available, pessing
ruch of it on to us in his "Ecclesiastical History," a
very velueble work, and the earlier "Chronicon," which
has not corne down tous in the original, and which dces
nct appear to have been quite so trustworthy as the "Ec-
clesiastical History." We have it in a Latin version by
Jerome, an Armenian version, and two fragmentary Syrian
copies, but the various versions do not agree among them-
selves on some of the dates. Orosius, a contemporary of
Augustine, gives us one date which we are unable to obtain
Irom other scurces, but in general it may be said that
cur literary sources are exhausted when we have consid-
ered Fusebius and his antecedents.

Another important souece of knowledge in this
sphere in archaeclogy. A number of inscripiions have
been discovered which have a bearing on our subject,
though most of these are without independent value,
merely confirming what may be otherwise determined. A
notable exception is & stone discovered at Delphi in
1808 comronly known &s the Gallio Inscription, the text
of which is giwven us by Deissmann, Barton, and others

in their writings on this subject.

Numismetics has been called upon to support cer-
tain assertions, but the study of coins has given us 1lit-
tle new positive evidence of value in settling the ques-
tions that arise. A number of arguments have been bzsed
on astronomical calculations, but their value is rather
doubtful, and calculations which to the exoteric mind g
seem correct lezd to conflicting conclusions, so they
egre left out of consideration here. :

REFERENCE WORKS.

Many writers of modern times have treated this
subject, drawing on all available sources, and reaching
widely differing results. From Ussher down to the pres-
ent time, there have always been writers ready to discuss
this subject, some in separate works, others is connect-
ion with New Testament wxegesis, Isagogics, or History,
still others as a portion of the field of church History.
The student of today has the advantage of inforration
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which most of these writers did not possess, and can
discard many of the conclusions which have since besn
decisively disproven. Earlier works still have some
value in their thorough discussions of various problems,
even when their g=neral r=sults sannct be accepted.

come of the more recent works treating this subject

are those of Zahn, Juelicher, Schuerer, Deissmann,
Lightfoot, Senday, Turner, Wieseler, Harnack, and
Ramsay. Valuable articles by various writers are to

be found in many periocdicals and in encyclopedias.

Risegreement among scholars has been due to
lack of information, disagrezment as to the meanigg
of certain expressions, and differences of opinion
as to the relative credibility of early authorities
that disacree. The discovery of the gallio Inscrip-
tion is the mcst important development in modern times,
amd secms to have supplied sufficient ewidence to
fix the chronclogy with a reasonable degree of certainty,
but ati1ll there is not unanimity of opinion, and prob-
ably will not be until further discoveries arz made.

In view of the great mass of extant literature
on the subject, I have not attempted to give references
to all the writers consulted on & cueetion. The referen-
ces given are almost entirely confined to the Bible and
those writings which may be considered as source matér-
ial, principally Josephus and Tacitus.

€ince the Bible is our chief scurce of information,
and the one source that is absolutely infallible, the
evidence derived:from it stands upon a plane by itself.
The natural method of precedure, therefore, is tc gather
and condense all th2 chronological data of the New Tes-
tament, and then supplement this with evidence from other
sources.

RELATIVE CHRONOLOGY.

The Acts of the Apostles with the help of the
Epistles enables us to work out a fairly accurate rela=
tive chronclogy, 2ccounting for most of Paul's actions
and determining about the length of time between them.
After the relative chronology has been established, the
actual dates may be supplied by a comparison with other
sources.

Paul, & young Jew born in Tarsus, was present at
the stoning of Stephen (Acts 7,58) and took an active
part in the persecution that followed (Acts 8,3). On
On his way to Bamascus to persecute the Christians there,
he was converted through a divine vision (Acts 2;1-8),
and it was revealed to him that he was to become God's
chosen instrument for the conversion of many Gentiles
(Acts 9,15.16). He begen to preach in Damascus, was in
Arabia for a time, and then returned to Damascus (Acts 9,
19-32;: Gal. 1,17 ). Three years after his conversion, he
was forc24d to flee from Dazmascus, escaring the soldiers



of the ethnarch under King Eretas by being let .down

over the wall, and went to Jerusalem, where he was

at first received by the Christians with suspicion
(cal.1,17; Acts 9,33-28; II.Cor. 11,33). Barnabas :
brought him to Peter and James, the brother of the Lord,
who b2essed him and sent him away to Tarsus, where

he remained for some time preaching the Word in Syria
and Cilicia ( Acts 2,30; Gal. 1,18-21).

Barnabas, who had been placed in charge of the
church at Antioch, brought Paul from Rarsus to aid him
in his work, and thers they labored together a whole
year (Acts 11,25.26). They were sent up to Jerusalem to
bring relief to the brethren in Judea, who were suf-
fering from a famine which occurred under Claudius
about the time of the death of Hero Agripra I. (Acts
11,37-30; 12,23). Having fulfilled their ministry in
Jerusalem, they returned to Antioch, where they re-
mianed until God made known to them His will that they
;hou%i bring the gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 13,35;

3,3).

The first missionary journey took them first to
the island of Cyprus, where they preached at Salamis,
and then passed through the island to Paphos, at which
Place the proconsul Sergius Paulus was converted. Then
they sailed for Perga and proceeded to the interior,
where they carried on extensive missionary work in the
Roman province of Galatia, first in Pisidian Antioch,
then successively in Iconium, Lystra, and perbe, and
the surrounding regions. Everywhere their work was hin-
dered by the Jews, whose enmity they aroused, but they
made many converts from among both Jews and Gentiles
in every city they visited. Driven from Derbe, they re-
traced their steps as far as Perga, organizing congre-
gations in each city as they went. Having reached Perga,
they preached the gosprel there also, and then returned
to Syrian Antioch. (Acts 13.14) It is impossible to say
just how long this first missionary tour took, but it is
generally agreed that a year and a half is a fair estimate.

Fourteen years after his first visit to Jerusalem,
Paul was again present in that city, this time as a dele-
gate to what is known as the Apostolic Rouncil (Gal.3,1-10;
Acts 15,1-29). This council was held at the request of
the church at Antioch for the purpose of settling disputes
that had arisen within the church in connection with the
conversion of uncircumcised Gentiles. This was a short
visit, and upon his return Paul remained for some time
at Antioch (Acts 15,35).

Soon after the Apostolic Rouncil, Paul and Barna-
bas again set out to work among the Gentiles, but this
time not together. Paul's companions on this journey were
8ilas and later Timothy, for a time Luke, and perhaps
others at different times. )



















Lystra and Derbe "cities of Lyceconia,n and never refers to
the cities of the South Galatic region as cities of Galatia.
Hbwever, if this is always the case, it only established Lu-
kan usage, and it would still remain probable that Paul dif-
fered from Luke in this. In fact, Paul never uses any but the
Roman provincial names. He never speaks of Hellas, for in-
8tance, but with him Greece is always Achaea. Luke is not

80 consistent in this respect, but it is not unreasonable to
believe that the term refers to the province, specifically
to the scuthern portion of it, each of the two times it is
used in Acts. Puring the secong journey, we are told that
affer visiting perbe and Lystra he passed through®the Phry-
gian regicn and Galatia%j but this is a mistranslation; liter-
ally it would be "the Phrygzian region and the Galatic,” or
"the Phrygian and Galatic region," i.e., that portion of

the Phrygian regicn which lay in the province of Galatia

and embraced Pisidian Antioch ( which wes not in Pisidia).
:On the third journey Paul passed through the Galatic region
and the Phrygian ( note the order); Lystra and Debbe are

not here mentioned, and & reconstruction of the voyage indi-
cgtes a tour through the province of Galatia and then the
§§S§¥§3% of Phrygia on the way to Efpesus. The conclusion
follows that Luke used the name Galatia to indicate the
province, but that on the first journey he did not use this
term, but mentioned the more local regional names in order
to give the location of the cities in question in a mcre
detailed fashion.

A map study of the two journeys under consideration
shows that the course of Paul}s travels seems a much mcre
natural one according to the South Galatic theory than accor-
ding to the Borth Galatic.

On the North Galatic hypothesis, the congregations
founded by Paul on the first jourmey drop from sight entire-
ly after the second journey, which is contrary to tradition;
furthermore, it would be strange that such an important part
should be played by the isolated North Galatic region,in view
of the fact that we cannot name a single city of that region
in which there is known to have been a Christian congregation
at that time.

It has been said that the sickness which Paul mentions
‘does not fit into the first tour; but this argument is very
weak, because Luke is not giving the personal memoirs of Paul,
but a history of his accomplishments, and nowhere mentions
the sickness to which Paul frecuently refers in his letters.
It is cuite reasonable to suprose that Paul was s=ized by an
attack of his disease while he was among the Christians of
this region, just as we know from Paul's epistle, but not
from the account of Acts, that when Paul came to Corinth the
fir@t time he "was with them in weakness, and in fear, and
in much trembling" (I.Cor. 3,3).
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The last argument against the South Galatic view
s that Paul would not have cvalled the people of this region
Galatians ( Gal.3,1). But why not? Would not the people of
the province of Galatia be Galatians just as those of the
Province of liacedonia were Macedonians? Vhat other term could
he have used? If hhere was a certain opprobrium connected
Wilth the name, referring to the lack of culture of hhe true
Calatians, who were descendants of the Gallic tribes that
bad settled there a long time before, would the term be out
of place in the reproach that paul addresses to them as "fool-
ish Galatians?"

An argument in favor of the South Galatic theory is
the frecuent mention of Babnabas, as one known to the Cala-
tians, whereas Barnabas was present with Paul only on his
first journey; but on the other hand, Timothy, whose home
was in that region, is not mentioned, and Barnabas is also
mentioned once in I. Corinthians, though he had not been
Present in Corinth.

The matter rests very largely upon the geographical
situation; other atguments are nearly equal, but the maps

seem to settle the cuestion.

It must be admitted that dating of the letter is
more difficult according to the South Galatic view than it
would b2 upcn the other theory, which would place its date
some time during Paul's stay at Ephesus on the third journey.
But the weight of the evidence shows that this was after
Paul'z third visit to the people addressed, while the let-
ter was written PBollowing his second visit to them. Thus
it must have been between the summer of 48 and the spring
of 52, before the beginning of the third journey. After
the second visit there had come false teachers leading many
away from the pure doctrine as he had preadhed it among
them. Vord of thi reached Paul, and he immediately wrote
the letter. Just at what time this occurred is a disputdd
point. It could not have haprened before his arrival in
Corinth, for in his travels $he news could not have reached
him so quickly even :I.f the defectlon had occurred only a
few months after he left them. Rmggsay's theory is this:
¥Vhile Paul was on his way to Rome at the end of the second:
journey, Timothy left him at Ephesus to visit his home.
Timothy rejoined Paul a little later at Antioch, bringing
the news of the defection of hhe Galatians, whersupon Paul
hastily wrote the letter, and followed soon afterward in
person. But Paul makes no men tion of an intended visit,
and this could hardly be due to haste, since his inten-
tion to come to them would be the first thing he would

mention 1t that were his purpose. It is possible that he
wrote in haste, and as soon as the letter was gone decided

to visit them in person, fearing that a letter would be
inadequate. But this is a mere conjecture, and we do not
even know that Timothy went from Ephesus to visit his home,
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It seems just as probable that during the last part
of his stey at Corinth, or at Ephesus on his way to Jeru-
selem, he received authentic word of conditions in these
congregations and hestily despatched the letter, and then
took the first opportunity to reinforce ite effect with a
rersonal visit to the congregations addressed. Tn either
cese, we may place .the date in the early part of 53. This
was over two years after his second visit to them, but it
is stretching the meaning of a relative term to insist that
under the circumstances a space of two and a half years is
excluded by the expression "so soon," which is an idefinite
and relative term. i

The one seeming difficulty is the lcnz separation
from the letter to the Rgmans and those to the Corinthians,
with which it is closely related in language, structure,
content, and style. Eowever, there is also a close rela-
tien to the letters to the Thessalonians, and a separation
of a few years in time would not make a great difference 3
in & man's style, as long as the letters were written during
the same pericd of his 1life, under similar conditions, and
for similar reasons, while thé content is determined by the
rarticular needs of each individual case.

THE CAPTIVITY LETTERS.

The Ceptivity Letters are Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians, and Philemon, written while Paul was a prisoner.
There is a close connection between all the letters of this
group in style, form, contents, language,and structure, and
above 2ll in the grectings. They were all written about*the
same time, Philippians perhaps a little later than the others.
Fome is the place of writing, and the apostle seems aasured
that he will soon be liberated and visit the congregations
addressed. This points to the end of the first Roman cap-
tivity, probabdy the year 6l.

THE PASTORAL LETTERS.

The Pastoral Letters, I. Timothy, II. Timothy, and
Titus, are pggven by theilr internal evidence to have been
written after Paul's release from captivity in Rome, so
they belong to the period following the year 61. They do
not aprear to be separated by any great length of time;
Titus was apparently written first, then the letters to
Timothy, the second of- which was written while Paul was
again a prisoner awaiting death. This indicates the year
87 for II.Timothy, and about the year &6 for the other two.

HEBREVS.

Hebrews was consideréd as a Pauline letter by a num-
ber of the Church Fathers, but most of them denied that Paul
wrote it, ascribing it to one of the workers associated with
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Paul or with the Twelve; thus it was considered as canonical
even by those who denied its Pauline authorship. It has re-
tained the same standing till the present time. Opinion is
fairly unified todey that Hebrews had:its origin in Pauline
cirtles, and this is borme out by the content and to a cer-
tain extent by the structure and phraseclogy, though the lan-
guage and style indicate a different author. It approaches

much nearer to the classical Greek than does any of the ad-
mittedly Pauline letters, and while inferior to them in vigor
and forcefulzess, it excels in rhetorical excellence and beauty
of style. The place of composition is Rome, but there is no
faference to either the captivity or freedom of Paul. It was
Probably written by a pupil of Paul, and it is unlikely that
Pavl was present with the author at the time. I am inclined

to believe that this letter is among the latest of the canon-
ical writings, written after Paul's death. The probable dates
of the Pauline letters followg, as nearly they can be determined.

CHRONOLOGICAL CHART OF PAUL'S LETTERS.

I. Thes=alonians 50 (fall).
II. Thessalonians 50 (winter).
Calatians 52 (spring).
I. Corinthians 58 (spring).
II. Corinthians 55 (fall).
Romans 56 (spring).
Philemon 6l.
Epheszians 6l.
Colossians €l.
Philixpians 6l.

Titus 66.

I. Timothy 66.

II. Timothy 67 .

In conclusion it must be sald that a full treatment
of all the cusstions involved in Pauline chronology has been
impossible within the limited scope of this paper. The dis-
closure of further evidence may necessitate a change in some
of the dates, especially regarging the first part of the chro-
lozgy and the letters, and possible also the date of Paul's
death. So much has been established, that the events recorded
in the Bible are historically accurate, and that is the chief
end of this study for the theologian. Whatever of historical
knowledge aids in establishing the historical reliability of
the Bible, and whatever, by helping us to a better understan-
ding of the times and conditions, is useful in studying his
doctrine and its effect upon his own life and that of the
people to whom he went, so much is useful; all the rest is
merely s=condary, interesting though it may be.
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