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CHAPTER III. 

Toca nln of Places and Feoples . 
fete ee os oe oe oe oe wap Oar ES eS oe os So 

    This chapter has been added to enable the reader of this 

paper to convince himself as to the correctness of our deductions 

made from the seorraphical data of the Psalms. 

To facilitate this,we have arvanged ths names alphabeticall 

In the mest important instances,we have also added the Hebrew,Greek, 

and Latin names,as found in the original text,the -LXX, and the Vulgate. 

Our aim has been to give the exact location of the places and peoples | 

mentioned in the Psalms,and to give the main historical data connecte 

with thom that are necessary to make legitimate deductions, special 

attention having been paid to the rise and disappearance of theipeople 

and places contained in the Psalter. We have not written anything 

concerning well-known places like Sgypt and Jerusalem,or places and 

peoples that are of no importance. 
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1. Fame and Origin. Amalek (p3pysLXX:Auad7/; Vol gatezimalech, 
Amalec) was the son of Eliphaz (the first-born of Esau) by his 

concubine Tinmma(Gen.56,12; 1 Ch.}1,36). His mother came from 

the Horite,whose territory the descendants of Esau had seized. 

2. Amalek and Amalekites identical? The question has often 

been raised whether Amalek is the father of the Amalekites so 

often referred to in Scripture. Moses speaks of the Amalekites 

long before this Amalek was born,i.e., in the days of Abranam, 

when Chedorlaomer,king of Elam,devasted their country (Gen.14, 

7). From this fact Le Clerc"infers that there was some otner 

and more aneient Amalek from vaom this people sprung. Tne 

same attitude has been taken by li'Clintock and Strong. 

    
Hengstenberg (Genuineness of the. Pent. ,11,247fi'}',followed 

by Kurtz (Hist. of the Old Cov.,III,1fs/; maintains this does 

not imply that the Amalekites were in existence in the days 

of Abraham, but only that this eovntry, lying between the 

land of the Amorites and Kadesh, ufterwards known as "the 

fields of the Amalekites," was at that time overrun by Chedor- |   laomer. This is a plausible explanation; and we may thus con= 

sider the two terms identical. 

3. History and Extent. Josephus says the Amalekites inhabited 

Gobolitis and Petra (Ant. III,2,1). He also speaks of them 

as "reaching from Pelusium of Egypt to the Red Sea” (VI,7,9) » 

In the Bible they first appear at Kadesh (Gen.14,7), a little 

south of Hebron. On their way to the desert of Sinai, the Is- 

raelites had an encounter with the Amalekites at Rephidim 
#) See M'Clintock & Strong 

i: | Ra Se J  



al 

(Ex.17,8-16). At this time they acted in avery bitter manner 

against Israel,attacking them on their rear, and cutting off ; 

the weak and the weary (Dt.25,17-19). For this reason they 

were placed under the ban. The spies, sent out by Israel to 

examine the land of Canaan, on their return reported that 

the Amalekites dwelt in the southern portions of the region 

later on occupied by Judah and Simeon (Nu.15,29;14,26). In 

communion with the Canaanites they resisted the entrance of 

the children of Israel into the south of Palestine,defeated 

them,and drove them as far as Hormah (Nu.14,45ff). 

At the time of the Judges we meet the Amalekites in 

the company of the Hoabites (Jg.5,15), when they were de- 

feated by Ehud near Jericho. then again in union with the 

Hoabites (Jg¢.6,5),roaming about among their old desert 

haunts, and pursuing their old tactics of harassing peace=- 

ful erriculturists. They penetrated into the plain of is- 

draelon and were defeated by Gideon. It apvears as if a 

branch of them had secured a settlement in Ht. Epnrain, 

for Deborah speaks of "Ephraim whose root is in Amalek," 

Jg.5,14. 

In the early yerrs Saul was commanded to exter- 

minate the Amalekites. He overran their whole territory 

and inflicted immense loss upon them,but spared their king, 

the best of the cattle and the movables,contrary to God's 

command, 1 S. 14.15. This battle was evidently fougot south 

  
 



of Judah,for the pursuit is discribed as extending from 

Havilah in Arabia,far to the east,to Shur in the west of 

the desert on the border of Egypt. After this they hardly 

appear anymore in history. Their power was broken,and they 

  

degenerated into a hord. of bandits. Robber bands of the yet 

unsubdued nomad Amalekites of the desert sacked Ziklag,and 

carried off David's two wives and others as captives; they 

were overtaken and defeated by David,and only four hundrsd 

young men escaped. Their political destruction was completed 

as predicted in Hu. 24,20. -The last mention of them in the 

0.1. occurs in 1 Ch. 4,45, in the days of Hezekiah. There it 

is said that "the rest of the Amalekites that were escaped," 

wore smitten by five hundred of the Simeonites,who took 
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possession of their land. Every piece of literature ,therefore, 

which mentions the Amalekites as still existing must have 

been written before their disaprearance recordeG in 1 Ch.   4,45. 

4. Reference to Amalek in Ps. 85,7. In this psalm enemies 

are planning to destroy the children of Israel. To this effect, 

we 

: an alliance has been made comprising Edom, the Ishmaelites, 

: kigab, the Hagarenes,Gebal,Ammon, Amalekxk , Fhilistia with 

the inhabitants of Tyre. Also Assyria is leagued with them, 

and is helping the dhildren of Lot. The psalmist asks God that 

this confederacy may meet the fate of liidian,Sisera and Jabin, - 

and that its leaders may be made 1ike Oreb and Zeeb, Zebah and 

Zalmunna.
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|; Ammon. : 
1. Name _and Origin. ‘The usual designations of the Am- 

monites are :]7OY Wz, ITY ; LxK: Aces wv i575, pees Hens 

They descended from the son of Lot b; his 

younger daughter (Gen.19,58). re
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2. History and Extent. The land "from Arnon unto Jabbok 

TT
 

and from the wilderness unto Jordan" was originally occu- 

pied by the Ammonites (Jg.11,15.22). Before the arrival 

of Israel at the plains of iioab,the Ammonites had been 

driven back from the Jordan banks by an Amorite tribe 

‘yom the west under Sihon (Nu.21,26),and a strip of land 

Halong the eastern bank of the river ceased to be regarded 

as belonging to the Ammonites ,and was assigned to Reuben 

and Gad. 

Upon their arrival at the borders of therpeos 

mised land, the Israelites were Commie e not to trouble | 

Anmon,for the sake of Lot,the progenitor of the Ammonites 

(Dt.2,19). However,the Ammonites and Hoabites hired Be- 

laam to curse Israel,and did-not show them any hospitali- 

ty or kindness. Therefore they were prohibited from "enter=   ing the congregation of the Lord to the tenth generation 

forever," Dt.25,5. According to Jg. 5,15, the king of 

| tioab formed a confederacy with Ammon and Amalek and smote 
  

; Israel. About three hundred years after the conquest of 

the land by the Israelites, the king of Ammon made the 

claim that thoy should restore to him the country taken 

from the Ammonites,not by Israel,but by Sihon. Tnis terri- 

 


