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Mueller: Theological Observer. - Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches

042 Theological Observer. — Rirdlich=Jeitgefdhichtliches.

Theological Observer. — Rirdjlidj-Beitge[dhidjtlicdjes.

I. Amerika.

Die Humaniftiffhe Borbildbung der Prebiger. 1lnfere Shnode erdriert
feit JYahren bicfen Gegenjtand. Sie erlennt, daf audy auf bdiefem @cbiek
ber theologijdhen Borbildung fidy cin Mangel bemerloar madit. Dad bisds
Berige Survey Committee hat fid) daxilber aljo ausgejproden: “The place
of languages in ministerial training. If in our ministerinl training, both
pretheological and theological, we lose sight of the objectives accepted
by Synod in the meeting at St. Louis in 1926, we shall lower the standards
which our Church in America has upheld since the founding of the first
Concordia at Altenburg, in 1839, and which the Lutheran Church of Ger-
many and the Scandinavian countries established and maintained with
consistent endeavor these four hundred years. The training that we have
hitherto offered is in keeping with the humanistic ideals of the age of the
Reformation. This means, briefly stated, that the social sciences, the
natural sciences, and mathematical learning were made secondary and
subservient to linguistic training in our pretheological schools. What is
to be said at the present time with regard to this policy? Shall we lower
the standards of our language requirements in keeping with certain modern
demands? . . . ‘In the same measure that the Gospel is dear to us should
we zealously cherish the languages. Let this be kept in mind, that we
shall not preserve the Gospel without the languages.” (Luther.)” Die
©bhnode Hat diefe Sadje und die bamit gujammenhingende Frage Detrefisd
der Berlingerung ded Gymnafialfurfud cinem Stomitee gur tociteren Priis
fung iibergeben. Aud) in Deutjdland befdiftigt man fid) mit diefer Sade.
fud) in ber Iutherijfien Stirdie Deutidlands jteht nidt alles fo, ivie 3
follte. Die ,Alg. Eb.-Luth. Nirdhengeitung” vom 15. Juli beridtet fol=
genbdes, twobon nidyt alle8, aber bod) bicled auf unjern Fall jeine Anivens
bung finbet.

»Der Mangel Humanijtijher Vildung bei den jungen Theologen bedrolt
immer melr bie geijtige Hohe des Hiinftigen Pajtorenjtandes. Aus diefer Sorge
twenben fid) bic drei dltejten Profefjoren der Theologic in Halle, Feine, Fider
und Sattenbujd), an den evangelifdien Oberfirdjenrat mit cinem Unirag,
unvergiiglid) cine findberung der fiir Stirdje und theologijdhe Wifjenjdaft
gleidermafen bebrohliden fage Herbeizufiifren. Die Eingabe foll aud
dem bdeutfdien evangelifdien Sirdenbundesrat und jamtliden dbeutfden ebans
gelijdy=theologijdien Faltultdten iiberreidht werden. Sie lautet: ,Die BVors
bilbung ber cvangelijden Theologen erfiillt und mit immer twadfendec
©orge. Der Niidgang in der Stenninid bder alten Spradjen, jdon lange
eine {divere Sdadigung ded afadbemifdhen lnterrichts, Hat fid) in den lefsten
Sabren in erfdhredendem Mafe gejteigert. Die Folgen geigen fich deutlidh:
Univiffenfeit und Unjidherheit in dem, twad unumginglide Vorausjehung
be8 afabemifdhen tvie bed dburd) dad genge Qeben fortzujependen theologis
fhen Stubiums ift, verbindet fidh) mit Geringjdapung Hiherer jpradylider
Bilbung und dad Juriidbleiben jpradlider und damit audy geiftiger Durdys
bilbung mit dbem Buriidjiehen evangelifdjstheologijder Arbeit auf veridjies
benen IviffenfdjaftliGen Gcbicten. Diefe Folgen Iverben fid) aldbald in
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allgemeinem Umfange audivicfen: in dem Sinfen der iheologijden Durdy-
fdnittsbilbung, in bem miffenfdaftlichen Juriidireten ded Protejtantidmus,
im Nadylaffen der Mitarbeit der evangelifden Theologie an bem geiftigen
Leben bed8 Chriftentums. Die jebt gejdaffenen Spradjenfonvifie {ind nur
Notbehelfe. Sie jind Iein ausreidjender Eriap filr die Mangel der BVors
bilbung. €8 ift gang ummnidglid), daf in der fiir ihren Lehrplan zur Bers
fiilqung jtefenden furgen Beit die fidere Veherrfdjung der drei Spradien
gelvonnen tvird, die allein wiffenfdaftlide Selbjtandigleit getvibrleifiet. Dasd
1ibel mufy bielmehr an dber Wurzel angefafst werben. Wiahrend die lathos
lijde Stivde daran fejtgehalten Hat, bajy nur Abiturienten mit der Reife
bed Humanijtijhen Gommajiums fiix dad Studium der Theologie angenoms=
men foerden, Haben die evangelifdien Stirdjen verjdjiedenen Stongejfionen
ugejtimmt und fogar bem bon ber Nealjdhule Stommenden dad tHeologijdhe
Gtudium gedfinet. Der ITheologenmangel Hat bder evangelifdjen Stirdje
feinergeit bagu bie Veranlajjung und bamit eime gewifje Cnijduldbigung
gegeben.  Cr Dejtebt gegentvictig nicdht mehr, und damit entfdllt jedede
Cntjduldigung. Damit fillt auf die evangelifde Stirde die Verantivortung
fiic bie geniigende Durdbildbung ihrer ThHeologen jeht aufd meue in ber
gangen Scdwere. 1In3 erjdjeint ¢3 ald dad dringende Gebot ber Stunde,
baj alle Crmagigungen in der fpradjliden BVorbildbung der evangelijdien
Theologen aufgehoben und bdap gum Studbium der Theologie nur die auf
einem Humaniftijdhen Gymnajium BVorgebildeten ugelaffen twerben. Die
cbangelijde Stirdie Hat Hitterin gu fein bed geijtigen Exbed der Stirdje aller
Beiten, gumal ded Yoftbaren, dbad ihr von der Neformation ald unentbehrs
lidje3 Lebensgut und ald unerlaflidhe Pflicdht iiberantivoriet tworben ift.
C8 gebt jebt um den wifjenjdiafiliden Veruf ded Protejtantidmus, es3 gebht
um die geijtige Julunft der cvangelijden Nirdje. D. Dr. Feine. D. Dr. Fider.
D. Dr. Stattenbufjd). (]

Dag Erpebnid ded Frdliden Benfusd in Amerifa. lnter diejer fibers
jdyrift Deridhtet ber ,Luil). Herold” aud dem ,Friedbendboten”, dem Vlatt
ber linierten hierzulande: ,Die Stirdjen Haben givar unter dbem Drud der
Not {dywer gu Kimpfen, jofern die Mittel in Vetradt Ionunen, ihre Werle
locitergufiibren; aber e3 ift fiir {ie eine Crntegeit” gefommen, two fie mit
neuer Freude ihre gottgegebene Aufgabe erfiillen ¥onnen, den Armen zu
Belfen, die Traurigen zu irdjten, die Verzagten zu ermuntern und die
von GJott Gefegneten zu groferem Eifer im Dienjt ber Licbe anzufeuerm.
Das ijt bad8 Crgebmisd der Jahlforjdung D. Linn Sticffers, der ald Nad)s
folger Dr. Garroll8 jibrlidy im Christian Herald iiber die Babl der Stirdjens
mitglicder unjers Landesd beridhiet. €8 find nur Jahlen, gum Teil Leere
Bahlen, die feine Getvidbr fiic die Starfe der Glaubendlraft geben; aber
fic zeigen dody, daf dbie Gegner ded Chriftentums im Jrrtum waren, ald fie
vorausjagten, bdaf die SNirden ihren Cinjluf verlierem und ausjterben
tviicben. Gtatt ded bon ihnen erhofften Niidgangs toeift ndmlidy da3 vers
gangene Jahr cine Sunahme von 433,656 Gemeindeglicdern auf. Jn einer
bejonbderen Bahlentafel teift der Forjder nad), ivie dic Jahl der Stirdjens
mitglieder im DBergleid) gur BevillerungsSzahl ded Landed feit 1800 bon
Jabrzehnt gu Jahrzehnt jtetig gugenonunen Hat. Wir greifen die folgenden
3ablen Geraus. Jm Jahre 1800 waren vbon je 100 BVetvohnern ded3 Landed
fe 6.8 Stixcdgenmitglicder, 1850: 15.2, 1900: 32.7, 1930: 40.1.
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»D. Ricffer Hat fehr fleifig gearbeitet. Er Jat in diefem Jabr eine
Reife bon Religionsgemeinfdafien und Wereinigungen mit religicfen Ves
ftrebungen mitgezdhlt, bon benen frilfer feine Yngaben 3u erhalten warenm.
Ein Vergleid) mit dem leptjahrigen Beridit geigt, dafy die Bahlen in bielen
Fdllen nicbriger find. Dad Hat barin feinen Grund, daf er die Bable
methodbe einheitlidy geftaltet Hat, indem er fie in Ginflang gebradit Hat mit
ben Benfudmethoden der Megicrung. Danad) twerben nur folde, bie dreis
gehn Jahre alt und dariiber find, ald Nirdjenmitglicder geadhlt. Mandje
Sirdjen beridhteten frither die Jabhl der Getauften, zdahlten aljo bie Sinber
mit. D. Sticffer Hat {id die Milhe gemadit, den leptidhrigen Deridt auf
biefer Grundlage umzuarbeiten, um ein treued Vild der wirkliden Junahme
geben zu finnen. Wir lajjen eine Murge Sufommenfafjung feinec [abhls
tafeln folgen. 1lnfern Lefern toird e8 auffallen, dafy hier dber Name unjerer
Rirdie fehlt. Der Jahlforider Hat offenbar angenommen, bafy bie drei
Stirdjen, bic bie Begeidnung ,evangelifd® fithren, gu ciner fHrdliden
gamilie gehoren. PHoffentlid) wird er im nadjten Jahr diecfen Jrrium
beridjtigen. Seine Jablen fiix die Coangelijdie (unierte) Synobde von Nords
amerila find: WMitglicder: 255,141; Abnahme: 2,588.”

Sftirdengemeinfdaften. Mitglicder. [unabhme.
Katholifen (weftlide), 3 Korperjdaften......... 14,528,176 15,243
Baptiften, 18 Kirperfdhaften ...vevveevenannas 9,067,152 139,526
Methodiften, 19 fKocperidaften ....cccnvnnnnna.. 8,135,627 46,225
Aiibifdye Gemeinden ... vvvvviiiiiiiiinnnns 4,081,242 ..... .
Lutheraner, 17 Kocperidaften .......coonnvnnns 3,032,350 49,126
Presbyterianer, O Kirperidaften ........unts 9,557,541 16,676
Jitnger Chrifti, 2 Kocperfdaften .....ov00vvns 1,865,079 —4,477
Gpiftopale vovvuvnnnn e O O G OB GC 1,261,158 6,931
Kongregational:Ehriftioner ...... verensnasass 1,010,341 — 736
Reformierte, 4 Rorperidhaften ..ovvvnennnnnn.. 563,580 2,981
Mormonen, 2 Aorperidaften ..........cocn.n 557,641 11,473
Katholilen (dftlidhe), 8 Korperidhaften.......... 535,503 500
Goangelifdye, 3 Korperjdaften ....vovveennnn.. 479,007 —2,288
Qereinigte Vritber in Ehrifto, 83 Korperfdhaften.. 377,214 3,073
Ehriftlidhe Wiffenfdhaft .....cooveveneennnnn. 202,008 ......
Abbentiften, 5 Korperfdhaften .............one 169,189 6,854
Briiber (Dunlards), 4 Kdrperidhaften.......... 167,317 11,319
Assemblies of God ..........cccoi0vnnnnnnn 109,045 12,491
Mennoniten, 16 Kocperfchaften ...ovvvuvnnn.. 102,180 2,125

- LT b o0 Gotaen 000 00O 0G OO0, 18,803,200 317,842
firdyen, dbic toeniger al3 100,000 Mitglicder
Daben, gujammen .....cvvvinninnannn 049,243 115814
Gefamtzahl ...oonniniiiiiiiaa 10,752,443 433,656
3. T M.

Lutheran Statistics. — From the Kirchliche Zeitschrift we take over
the following paragraphs: —

“Seventeen general bodies of Lutherans in the United States totaled
4,228,208 in baptized membership at the close of the last calendar year, as
far as reports were ready by April 1, and 2,853,267 in communicant mem-
bership, a gain of 46,470, or 1.65 per cent. over the figures of the preceding
year, according to figures released by the Rev. Dr. L. Kieffer, statistician of
the National Lutheran Council.
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“Of these 1,384,075 were members of the United Lutheran Church in
America; 1,308,830 were members of the American Lutheran Conference,
comprising the American Lutheran Church, the Augustana Synod, the Nor-
wegian Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Free Church, and the United Danish
Synod; and 1,332,421 were members of the Synodical Conference, com-
prising the Missouri Synod, the Joint Wisconsin Synod, the Slovak Synod,
the Norwegian Synod, and the Negro Missions.

“The greatest gains in membership were in the United Lutheran
Church, with an increase of 16,505; the Missouri Synod, with an increase
of 16,153; the Norwegian Lutheran Church, with an increase of 7,076
and the Augustann Synod, with an increase of 4,225.

“Bodies which decreased in membership were the Eielsen Synod, with
100 decrease; the Danish Lutheran Church, with 710; the Norwegian
Synod, with 321, and the Icelandic Synod, with a decrease of 3.

“Comparing the United States Census figures of 1026 for ‘members
thirteen ycars and older,’ with the estimated like figures for 1931, Dr. Kief-
fer reports a five-year gain of 104,630, to which the United Lutheran
Church contributed a gain of 125,764, the Missouri Synod a gain of 40,256,
the Finnish Apostolic Church a gain of 17,709, the American Lutheran
Church a gain of 10,941, the Augustana Synod a gain of 5,653, the Negro
Missions a gain of 3,750, the United Danish Church a gain of 2,568, and
the Finnish Suomi Synod a gain of 2,047, while the Joint Wisconsin Synod
registered a loss of 12,236 and the Norweginn Lutheran Church a loss of
11,463. Communicant membership for the seventeen bodies totaled 2,853,267
in 1931 as compared with 2,806,797 in 1930. The total number of ministers
increased from 11,336 in 1030 to 11,735 in 1931, while churches incrcased
from 15,238 to 15,501.

“The communicant membership of nearly 3,000,000 is allocated to the
general bodies as follows: United Lutheran Church, 962,461; American
Lutheran Church, 328,602; Augustana Synod, 236,617; Norwegian Lu-
theran Church, 319,484; Lutheran Free Church, 30,504; United Danish
Church, 21,410; Eielsen Synod, 900; Church of the Lutheran Brethren,
1,200; Danish Lutheran Church, 13,816; Icelandic Synod, 1,607; Finnish
Suomi Synod, 22,711; Finnish National Church, 6,061; Finnish Apostolic
Church, 25,300; Missouri Synod, 697,270; Joint Synod of Wisconsin,
153,506; Slovak Synod, 8,675; Norwegian Synod, 5,351; Negro Missions,
3,760; independent Lutheran congregations, 14,027."”

Note. — The above statement that “the United Lutheran Church con-
tributed a gain of 125,764, the Missouri Synod a gain of 40,256 communi-
cant members” is not fully consistent with the fact since the United States
Census for 1026 is not quite correct. According to our own statistics we
had 645,345 communicant members in the United States in 1926 and 716,001
in 1931, a gain of 70,746. Mention should be made also of the fact that
we changed from “souls” to “baptized members,” thus excluding thousands
of our non-Lutheran unbaptized Sunday-school children. There are en-
rolled in our Sunday-schools and day-schools more than 40,000 children
of non-Lutherans. So our 1931 figures are too low in comparison with the
figures of 1926.

The United States Census for 1926 gave us 686,088 members of thir-

60
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feen ycars and over, while the children in our churches are confirmed at
the age from thirtcen to fourteen years. The result is a difference of a few
thousands of communicant members; that is to say, the census gives us
a few thousands of communicant members more than we really have. Our
1031 figures cannot be compared with the United States Census of 1020.
The method used in arriving at the above statement is an application
of the percentage of thirteen years and over, which in 1926 in our Synod
was 00.4 per cent. The Missouri Synod has now 1,120,156 baptized mem-
bers in the United States only. 69.4 per cent. of this is 777,388 communi-
cant members, or since 1926 (G86,688) a gain of 00,700. However, as we
have already said, a correct comparison of our statisties with the United
States Census, or a comparison of “souls” with “baptized members” is al-
most impossible. E.E.

The Church in Politics. — History informs us what is liable to
happen when the Church enters the political arena. There was a time when
President Andrew Johnson was considered by many a failure and a fit
subject for impeachment. In the light of history he now bears a different
character. But what happened in the days of his incumbeney of the
Presidency? The Tragic Era, by Claude G. Bowers, published by the
Literary Guild of America, 1929, relates this, naming its sources: “Then
five days of utter madness. . . . One of the persccuted Senators wrote
Years later in cold blood that the conspirators were ready for assassina-
tion. . . . But intimidation — that was the thing! The Grand Army of
the Republie, then a political machine, was making flourishing demands.
The Methodist Episcopal Church, in General Conference in Chicago, was
prevented from ndopting a resolution for an hour of prayer for conviction
only by the sanity and moral sense of an aged member, who reminded
ministers of the sanctity of an oath. But Bishop Simpson . . . rose to the
occasion with an amendment for an hour of prayer ‘to save our Senators
from error.’” And that was unanimously agreed upon. (P.193.) The
General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church at Washing-
ton acted along the same lines. (P. 195.) A prayer there offered need
not be reproduced here. When the Church stands on the clear Word of
God, she stands on safe ground. But in matters not decided in Scripture
the churchmen are as liable to err as the politicians, and when they pre-
sume to clothe their politeal views and judgments with the authority of
God, they disgrace the Church and the Gospel. The unthinking will blame
the Church and the Gospel for the mistakes of the theological politicians.
Bishop Simpson was certainly convinced of the justice and wisdom of his
position, but he had no right to back it with the authority of God. The
churchman is not infallible on political questions and may lose his balance
‘in the turmoil of political warfare as well as others. For good and sufficient
reasons God has commanded the Church to keep out of politics. History
shows why. But the lesson of history is falling on deaf ears. Says the
Lutheran Herald of July 19: “Is the Church in possession of all facts
regarding state, national, and international questions to such an extent
that it can determine in every case what is right and wrong and with
dictatorial authority demand in the name of God what must be done? The
Pope claims this authority, but not the Protestant Church. We notice
that the Methodists in their convention at Atlantic City decided that
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Article 231 of the Versailles Treaty should be altered to remove the German
war guilt clause. It passed resolutions favoring our ratification of the
World Court protocol and our entry into the League of Nations. They
demanded that Orientals should be included in the quota of immigration
laws; that pacifists should not be barred from citizenship; that exemption
clauses should be allowed Methodists ns well ns Quakers; that military
training in all civilian educational institutions should be abolished. . . .
We object to Congress’s settling our religious questions, and we believe
Congress and the Supreme Court should refuse to take dictation from
a church convention.” In an article on “Resubmission or Repeal of the
Eighteenth Amendment” it said on July 26: “Furthermore, we do not
believe it advisable” (make it stronger!) “for churches to open their doors
to political or semipolitical orgunizations who for the ‘good of the cause’
are anxious to get into the churches and collect money for the support of
political candidates and thus drag the Church into the intrigue, chicanery,
trickery, and underhanded work of political schemers. Let them have
a hall and discuss their political matters there. It is not the duty of the
pastor to tell his Democrats, Republicans, Farmer Laborites, Prohibi-
tionists, or.Socialists what ticket to vote.” E.

Die Treibfraft der rimijden Preffe. Wihrend protejtantijde Redals
teure iiber Verlufte an Lefern ihrer Jeit{driften gu Magen Haben, gewinnt
die tatholijdhe Prefje Hierzulande ftetig an Madyt.  Stitrzlidy Hat Dr. James
€. Clarfe, der Hebalteur bes Presbyterian Advance, den in Waihington,
D. €., vecfamumelten proteftantifen Medalteuren lirdjlider Blitier nadys
folgenden Wrief gejdiricben, den das baptiftijdhe BVlatt Watchman-Examiner
loeitergibt. Wir lutherifden Pajtoren Gaben alle Nrfadje, iiber da3 Gles
fagte nadjzudenfent und um fo mehr um Lefer unferer Vldtter zu werben.
Das Papjtium madyt fidh wahelidg die Prefje, die Luiber ald ein gefegneted
Mittel gur BVerbreitung ded Cvangeliums fo God) anpries, junupe. Wi
Iefen in dem genannten Wrief:

“As you know, there has been a steady decline in the circulation of
Protestant religious periodicals during the past fifteen years. I undertook
this spring an investigation of the situation in the Catholic Church, and
I discover that in the ten-year period from 1920 to 1930 Catholic news-
papers as a whole practically doubled their circulation. They have sus-
tained a loss during the last year or two, but not nearly so serious a loss
as in the case of Protestant papers, which indicates that there is more
general interest in church periodicals among Catholics than among
Protestants. :

“That is rather a surprising statement to make, but it scems to be
an indisputable fact. It is unquestionably due to a church-wide deter-
mination on the part of Catholic leaders to create, from the church point
of view, a more intelligent and better-informed constituency. I requested
specific information on this point from Humphrey E. Desmond, who has
succeeded his father as editor of the Catholic Citizen in Milwaukee, and
he confirms my conclusion, stating that the circulation gains have been
‘largely due to an intensive promotional campaign for the Catholic press
during this period,’ the past fifteen years.

“As you probably know, the elder Desmond, long editor of the Catholic
Citizen, died this spring, and it was he who was largely responsible for
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the movement in the Catholic Church. His son and successor writes:
‘About 1911 my father suggested a Catholic Press Sunday, with the idea
that that particular Sunday in the year would be used for sermons on
the Catholic press in all Catholic churches. From this beginning has
come the present Catholic Press Month; and in February of each year
many sermons are delivered on the subject of the support of the Catholic
press, and many programs are arranged for Catholic parochial schools,
academies, and colleges. This has been very successful propaganda.’

“It seems to me that the contrast between the situation in the Protes-
tant churches and that of the Catholic Church is a matter of intense in-
terest. It is a rare exception that a Protestant minister or Protestant
church official makes any effort to push the circulation of church-papers.
Indeed, it is a very common thing in our Church for pastors and sessions
to refuse to permit their congregations to be canvassed for any church
periodicals. But our Catholic brethren give a whole month to arousing
interest in their church periodicals. The priests preach on the subject,
and their young people are faithfully taught the value of a church-paper.
That is a tremendously significant fact.

“I might add that the latest copy of the Catholic Press Dircctory
lists 310 Catholic publications. Of the total 267 report their circulation,
giving an aggregate of more than 7,100,000. It occurs to me that it might
be of much interest to present these facts to the editors assembled in
Washington.” J.T.M.

A Shock to Darwinists. — Ehelide Glelehrte Haben {djon fo oft dars
auf Bingetvicfen, twie unhalibar bom ivijjenjdaftliden Standpuntt aus bie
Cntroidlungslehre ift, baf man Iaum mehr auf die Wibexlegungen wiffens
fdaftlider YApologeten Hintveifen mag. 1nd dod) ijt died nitig. Die lns
mwabrheit der Evolutioniften twird immer wieder borgeiragen, und gwar fo,
baf alle Jeugnifje wicllidier Gelehrier ignoriert werdben. o bdiirfen denn
aud) wir nidt jdweigen. Jm Moody Bible Institute Monthly Iejen toic
unter der obigen fiberjdirift iiber dicd THema:

“When it was learned that a salamander or a newt can reproduce
& lost limb or an eye with a brand-new one, it came as a great shock to
the Darwinists. But when Hans Driesch showed how to separate the de-
veloping embryo in the four-celled or eight-celled stage in such a way that
cach of these scparated cells would develop into a perfect individual, the
entire mechanistic theory of heredity seemed to tumble in ruins. Even
the venerable theory of the three germ-layers of the embryo failed utterly;
for organs made of mesoderm cells are shown to be sometimes regenerated
from ectoderm cells, or vice versa.

“In short, all the mechanical theories of heredity have broken down,
and with them the last refuges of mechanical explanations of life in other
departments of biology. In all living things we scem to be face to face
with the direct working of the Creator. And the persistent failures of
mechanistic scientists to obscure this great truth have served only to focus
the attention of the present generation on it in a way that makes it live
before us as never before.

“Scientists declare that their work is to push back the boundaries
between the known and the unknown. Too often it secems as if they are
trying to ‘explain’ the more mysterious phenomena of nature in terms of
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other processes which we think we already understand, but which in re-
ality are as unknown as ever in respect to & real cause other than the
direct act of the God of nature. It is thus that most of the phenomena
of nature have been ‘explained.’ As a matter of fact they have been ez-
plained away, and in no other department is this so true as in biology.

“This brings us to another great fact which is impressing the scien-
tific world more and more. I refer to the truth of life only from life.
Time and again since Pasteur demonstrated this truth nearly seventy years
ago, have we scen men come forward with the claim that at last they
have discovered how to make life where there was no life before. But
without a single exception have we seen these men acknowledge their com-
plete failure. And as long as scientists are not willing to draw the ob-
vious conclusion from this perpetual failure, just so long will men fool
away their own time and that of others in trying to rule God out of this
one very significant point in the works of His creation.

“A last fact in this series, and the only other one I have space to give
here, is the gradually dawning fact that organic evolution is breaking down
as a logical and scientific system.

“A work like that of Dr. Austin H. Clark’s The New Evolution, issued
about two years ago, shows the almost innumerable gaps in the system
as revealed by modern biological research. The figure of a genealogical
tree has often been used to illustrate the alleged common origin (stem
and root) of all the twigs and branches, the latter representing the modern
kinds of living things. As Clark candidly remarks: ‘The twigs of the tree
do not actually join the branches, and the branches do not join the main
trunk; and besides, the main trunk itself is not continuous. ... All lines
are broken by gaps which may be small and insignificant or broad and
striking.” (Pp. 181.183.)

“Additional evidence of this breakdown of evolutionary theory comes
to us from the address before the London meeting of the British Associa-
tion last autumn. One of the speakers, an ardent evolutionist, admitted:
‘There is no reptile alive to-day which can give rise to a mammal, no fish
that can become a reptile, and no animal that can become a man.’

“The standard alibi of the evolutionist that much of his important
evidence has been destroyed by the vicissitudes of the fossils in the rocks
did not seem to satisfy Professor D’Arcy Thompson, who was reported to
the following effect: —

“‘We have been told that rents have been torn in the veil which sur-
rounds the mystery of evolution and that this has irretrievably destroyed
chapters in the old book. That explanation does not suffice for me, and
I honestly believe that we are as ignorant as we were seventy years ago.

“‘In the great gaps between vertebrates and invertebrates there is
no possibility of one passing into the other. I am not defying the evidence
of evolution, but I believe that any attempt to find an invertebrate which
has passed into a vertebrate type is doomed to failure.’

“Christian workers ought to know that the tide is turning among the
leaders in the scientific world. The outstanding truths of revealed religion
are being vindicated by modern research; and all Christians ought to be
apprehended of this situation.” J.T. M.
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Foreign Missions of Lutherans in America. — A general summary -
of the Lutheran Foreign Mission statistics of the Lutheran churches
having headquarters in the United States and Canada, according to Rev.
George Linn Kieffer, D. D., Litt. D., Statistical Sccretary of the United
Lutheran Church in America and Statistician and Reference Librarian of
the National Lutheran Council, states that there are 719 missionaries at
work in the fields in India, Africa, Argentina, British Guiana, China, New
Guinea, Madagascar, South Africa, Japan, Santal, India, and Persia, aided
by 5,446 native workers in 2,804 congregations, which have a baptized
membership of 247,762 and a confirmed membership of 103,098. The acces-
sions, according to the latest reports, were 14,721, and there were 106,305
inquirers. The Sunday-schools have 55,761 pupils; other mission-schools
number 1,772, with 60,600 pupils. The natives contributed toward the
work of missions $108,484. — From the News Bulletin of N.L.C.

Death of an Old Testament Scholar.—The Christian Century
reports: “Dr. J. M. Powis Smith, Professor of Old Testament Language at
the University of Chieago, died September 26 aboard the Laconia in New
York harbor as he was returning from a summer in England. His death
was caused by cerebral hemorrhage. He was sixty-five years old. Dr. Smith
was closely identified with the late Dr. William Rainey Harper, first presi-
dent of the university, as student, literary secretary, and later as colleague.
At the time of his death he was vice-chairman of the Department of
Oriental Languages in the University. While Dr. Smith’s reputation for
scholarship was widely recognized by all specialists in his ficld and by his
many former students, his wider fame is due largely to the translation of
the Old Testament, which he edited and a considerable part of which he
himself made. He had reached the retiring age last December, but by
special request of the administrative authorities of the university had
continued his work till June, when his retirement beeame effective.” In
theology Professor Smith was an outspoken liberal, denying many of the
fundamental truths which Bible Christians hold dear. A.

IT. Ausland.

Bringing Back Fond Memories. — A description of the divine ser-
vices held in St. Thomas’s Church at Leipzig, Germany, attended by Dr.I.
N. Nothstein on July 3 of this year, contains this interesting item: “After
the Communion sérvice was concluded, the organ began playing an inter-
lude, during which the adults went out and little children began coming
into the church. At 11.30 the children’s service began, and a very im-
pressive service it was. The pastor conducted a liturgy, clad in the Luther
robe and ruff. The children took part in the responses in a very reverent
way. One part of the liturgy consisted of a repetition of a part of the
Catechism. There was a fifteen-minute intermission, during which classes
were conducted like in a Sunday-school. There followed a sermon on the
Gospel-lesson for the day from the pulpit. It was made attractive to the
children by being conduected in a conversational tone, questions being asked
by the pastor and answered by the audience. After a closing service and
a hymn the children’s congregation was dismissed with the benediction.”
(Lutheran, July 28, 1932.) The good old Christenlehre! Somewhat modi-
fied, but still the good old Christenlehre. E.
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Die itbertrittdbewvcgung in Deut{d=Citerveid). Wic dbad ,Eb. Deutjd)-
Tand* Deridytet, geht die iibertrittsbetvegung in Deutjd)-Ofterreid) immer
tueiter. Mir Tefen dariiber: ,Jn Deutfdj=Ofterreid) jind im vergangenen
Nabr indgefamt 3,724 Perjonen gur ebangelijhen Stirdhe iibergetreten. [n
Deutid)=Hfterreid), in den deutiden Gemeinden von Wohmen, Midfhren und
BHalb Sdylefien und in ben tidhedhijdien Gemeinden bdedfelben Gcbicted find
im Jabre 1931 gujammen 9,249 Rerfonen gur evangelijhen Stirdje iibers
getreten. BWor dem Strieg beirug in dbem ganzen bamaligen Diterreich (u
bem ja aufjer ben genannten Gebicten aud) nod) der verlorengegangene
Giiben von Meran bi8 Marburg und Friejt, ferner halb Sdjlejien, gang
®aligien und Bulowina gehorten) bie Hodjtzahl der fiberiritte nidht gang
6,700.“ 32T M.

Rev. E. S. Jones Visiting China.— A news item in one of our ex-
changes tells us that next month Rev. E. Stanley Jones, the well-known
Methodist missionary in India, will leave India and go to China to spend
several months with the students of that country. He is quoted as writing:
“In July I go to China. The different bodies of China have sent an urgent
appeal to me to come to China this autumn. There is a race on between
Communism and Christianity for the soul of China, with Communism
leading. The students are the key to the situation. This invitation was
g0 pressing that I could not refuse.” The same communication reports
Rev. Jones as saying about the work of the last months in India: “The
last three months have been a period of intense national crisis. Gandhi
returned from the Round-table Conference, negotiations for a settlement
broke down, and he was swiftly sent to jail along with thousands of others.
With constant jailings and the lathi charges, my work seemed impossible.
But it has been the best three months I have ever had.” Seeing the zeal
of this man, who has but a very imperfeet conception of Christ as our
Substitute, what should we say who through the grace of God have been
shown the full glory and significance of Calvary? A,

Der Korvan verfapt. WAusS dem .Ettibetsmntfd’)afte: aibt der ,Quth.
$Herold” die folgende file die dyriftlidie Mifjion in mohammedanijden Lin-
bern dufierjt widgtige Mitteilung toeiter:

«Cine tvidtigere Nadyridht ijt wohl jeit langem nidjt durd) dbic Vlaiter
aegangen ald der Beridit eined Jeitungsforrejpondenten in BVoxderafien, daf
fid) die tiirlifdie und bdie perjijdje NRegicrung darauf geeinigt Haben, das
Studium bed Evangeliums &t. Johannisd in ben Sdjulen eingufitfren] Der
Storan, dad Beilige Bud) der Mohammebaner, dbad bisher dbort audjdlieilich
Derrfchte, Habe verfagt und fei fiir dbie Niidjtindigleit diefer beiden WViilter
veranttoortlid); obne religidfe Beecinflufjung aber diirfe die Jugend nidht
aufivad)fen, und fo Habe man fid) auf das Studim des Cvangeliums &St. Jos
Bhannid geeinigt.

»Benn {id) bie Nadridht betwahrheitet, die am 4. Juni in den Grofftadis
geitungen erjdien, fo bebeutet das ecinen Wanbel von fajt unberedjenbarer
Tragiveite. 1nd felbft tvenn bad Evangelium nidt an die Stelle ded Storan
gejefst, jonderm ihm nur eine Stellung neben diefem in ben Sdjulen bdiefer
Wilter angetviejen fein follte, fo ift aud) dbamit {dhon eine BVahn filc dad
Chrijtentum freigegeben, ivie man fic in abjefbarer Beit nidht gu erhoffen
getvagt Hatte in diefen Qéanbdern, two bidher ein [bertritt gum Chrijtentum
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nur mit Lebendgefabr getvagt werben durfte; benn ber mohammedanijde
Fanatidmusd beherrfdte Volfs: und Staatsleben vollftindig. Wir leben
in ber Tat in Jeiten gewaltiger mmwdlzungen auf allen Gebieten, Ivie fie
bem Eintreten gang grofer Ereigniffe borangugehen pflegenl”

»Benn fid) die Nadridit bewahrheitet!” Davon Hangt allerdings
biel ab. Der Yeridt jedody jtimmt im allgemeinen mit dem, was fonft
Mifjionsnadyriditen iiber Stemel Pajdjad Stellung zum Storan fagen. Neus
lid) foll dicfer jogar ben Storan im Weifein vicler Minner mit dem Fup
burd) bad8 Bimmer geftofen Haben. . .M.

Bormarfd) bed J8lam in Oftafrifn. Nad) den neucjten Nadjriditen
aud Ojtafrila rimmt die Werbearbeit der Mohammebdaner im Raregebirge
mit unverminberter Straft ifren Forigang. BVon ben 68,000 Veiwohnern
bed3 @ebirged find Dereitd 80,000 Mohammebaner gelworben, und dad in
den toenigen Jabren feit der Vefebung Ojtafrifad durd) dic Englander. Wie
ift dicfer aufergetwdhnlide Crfolg au erfliren? — AIS die Heine Sdar
Lettorw=BVorbeds vor der {ibermadyt der Englinder guriidivecidien mupte, da
marfdiccten bicle Regimenter mohammedbanijdy=indijdjer Solbaten am Fufe
bed Paregebirged entlang, um bdie Verfolgung der Deutfdien aufzunehmen.
©ofort lief bad Geriidht dburd) die Paretiler: ,Die mohammedbanijden Sols
daten ba brunten mwerden eud) alle umbringen, wenn ihr nidt ihren Glaus
Den annehmt!” Ju dicjem erjten Geritd)t gefellie jid) Dald ein 3iveites:
»E8 ift der Wunjdh) der neuen, englijdhen NRegicrung, dajy ihr feine Shenai,
dad Heift, Menjdien ohne Jivilijation, mehr bleibt. Gebildete Leute follt
ihr toerden.” Unfer dem Curopder ijt fiiv den Pareneger aber mur bder
Mohammedaner cin gebildeter Menjd). Dexr Hihepuntt der Angft twurbde
jedod) erreidit, al8 die Englander gleid) nad) ihrem Eingug fiamtlide deuts
fdien Miffionare und jelbjt dic ecingebornen Chrijtenlehrer zwangsiveife aud
dem @ebirge fortfiibren liegen. Nunmelr galt ¢8 al8 cine ausgemadte
Tatfadie, daf die Cnglinder felbjt Mohammedaner fein miijten. — Aber
nidt nur die Madyt wilder Geriidhte, aud) die cigentitmlidye Arbeitiveife der
mohammedanijdien Werber begiinjtigie dad {dnelle Vortviriddringen. Jus
nadyjt trieb jeder Mohammedaner, wed Standed und Verufed er aud) fein
modyte, mit grofem Cifer Mifjiondarbeit. Die Hauptjade aber, die um
Crfolg filhrte, bejtand darin, dafy die mohammedanijdien Werbearbeiter auf
jeben lnterridit vergidhteten und Ieine inncre Wmvandlung irgendelder
Art verlangten. Die blofe WillenSexIlarung, Tein bevendeted Tier und Iein
ESdjtveinefleifdh gu efjen, jondern nur nod) gejcdiladyteted Fleijd) au genicfen,
geniigte, und bie Taufe wurbe bolljogen. — So find benn Taufende bed
Parevolfed aud Furdyt, aus Citelfeit, aud Huger Veredimung, ausd Bequems
lidgfeit Mohammebaner getworden. Daf cin ausd derartigen Griinden volls
gogener Mafjeniiberivitt auf die Dauer feine ticklidGen Lebenstrdfte in fid
birgt, liegt auf ber Hand. ESdon find viele Hunbderte wieder abgefallen.
Die Gefamtlage ift fitr die Leipgiger Mifjion, die im Paregebirge fiinf
Oauptitationen und bvierunddreijig Aupenplipe unterhilt, {don deshalb
alle8 anbere al8 Hoffnungslos, weil ifre Chrijtengemeinden feft entjdlofjen
find, bem Unfturm ber Mohammebaner cnijdjicbener al8 je die Stim gu
bieten. (Allg. Miffiondnadr.)
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