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The Doctrine of the Resurrection according to the New Testament.
Outline. 3
I.It 1s a fundamental doctrine of the Christian Faith.
A.Definition
l.False views-2 denial
2.Scriptural view.
a)Reproduction of the body acc.to form and substance.
b)Reunion of body and soul.
c)Scripture knows of only one bodily resurrection-work of a moment.

B.Found in the 0ld Testament.--All Gospel promises presuppose ete;%ga 1if

C.Very prominent in the New Testament.
l.Taught by Christ.
a)He is the author.Rom.4,24-25;14,9;1 Pet.l,3.
b)He demonstrated its possibility.
aa)On himself.(The firstfruit)Ilk,24,46;1 Cor.1l5,20-23.
bb)On others.(Nain,Lazarus,Jairus! daughter)
2.Taught by the apostles.
a)The Gospels. 17,32,
b)The Book of Acts.Peters and Paul!s sermons:4,33;10,40;13,30&33;17,32.
23,63;24,15.Resurrections of the apostles:9,39;20,12.
c)The Epistles. Corinthians and Thessalonians.

D.It belongs to the basis of Christianity. 1 Cor.l5,14-19.If not true:
l.0ur faith is vain.Christ is not risen.Apostles false witnesses.
2.No difference between man and beast,believer and unbeliever.
3.,No judgment--man may live as he pleases--death ends all.

E.Believed and accepted by the Christians of all generations
l)Mertha.Jn.1ll,24.

2)The general opinion.(Sadducees erred)lt.22,29.

3)Even ierod thought that John had risen.Mt.l4,2.

4)01d Testament believers.

5)New Testament Christians

IT.The Author of the Resurrection.
A.The Trinity.
1.The Father.l Cor.6,14. 2Cor.4,14;2 Cor.l,9.
2,The Son as God-man.Jn.6,40&54;1 Cor.l15,21;Rev.1,17-18.C0l.1,18,
a)Especially the word of Christ.Jn.5,25-28. Lk.8,54.
b)The voice and trumpet of the archangel. Mt.24,31;1 Thes.4,16.

III.The Objects of the Resurrection.

A.All mankind-universal.Jn.5,28-29.Mt.24,31. 2,15,
a)Useless for the wicked to try to escape.Mt.24,30;2 Tim.4,1l;Acts 24,15.
b)The Christians long for it.Tit.2,13;Rom.7,24;Hebr.11,16;Phil.3,21.
c¢)Those then living will be changed in a moment.l Cor.l5,51-52.1 Ths.4,1

IV.The Time of the Resurrection. :

A.Determined by God-certain.Mt.24,36cs;Acts 17,31. e
B.When the last elect has been saved.Mt.24,14. 15,2,
C.Suddenly and when least expected.Mk.lS,56;Mt.24,27.42;25;13;1Ths.5;2-
D.Visible signs of the approaching event.Mt.24,29;Mk.13,25.ReV.1,7.
E.First the dead rise-than all shall be changed and taken.l Ths.4,}5ff-
F.Chiliasm is not taught in Scripture. Lbﬂiy-




(2)
V.The Purpose of the Resurrection.
A.For the Trinity.
l.Judgment.Jn.12,48.Mt,11,22;2 Cor.5,10, #
2.Manifestation of God!'!s omnipotence.Mt 10, 28. iz, 70,
S.Manifestatlion of God!'s righteocusness.Lk. 14 14;Nt.16,27;2 Cor.5,10.
4,Manifestation of God's wisdom.Paradise regained forever.
B.For the Unbeliever.(To receive eternsl punishment)Mt.25,46
C.For tuae believer.(To enter eternal iire)lt.25,46. - sveteat:
D.Only a resurrected body may pasrtake of future b;iss and punishment.

VI.The Nature of the Resurrection Body.
A.Identical with the earthly body.l Cor.1l5,53.
l.Acc.to form.Personality is not to be changed.
2.Acc,.to substance. Phil.3,21.
a)Jesus wounds aftesr resurrection-signs of giory.
b)Mary recognized his voice.
c)Eiijah and Moses recognized on tuae Mt.of Transfiguration. Zev
3.Tuey will have vhe power to assume an invisiple and a visible form.
a)Cnrist-Resurrection Story.
p)Those wno rose on Good Friday and appeared to many.Mt.27; 52=59
4,The resurrected bodies will have human guaiities and charaeter st;cs.
They will hear,speak,move;rejoice,wish,mourn evc. Mt.25,44; 12,flff.
Y144
B.A spiritual Body. #
l.Bodies of unbeiievers not glorified-retain weakness.,
a)Immortal and incorrcuptible,
b)Provided witn body fit to suffer forever.2 Pet.2,9;Mt.24,5l.
c)lore condemmed than saved.Mt.7,.13.
2.Tne believers receive a gloriried body.2 Cor.5,1ff.
a) Immortai and incorruptible. 1 Jn.5,13.
b)Natural bodily tunctions discontinue.l Cor.l5,50.Phil.3,21.
c)No sexual iife.Mk.12,25=-27;Lk,.2u,38.
d)Free from sin and its consequences.l Cor.l5,42ff.
aa)No pain-impassible forever.Rev.21,4.
bb)No faivigue or weakness.l Cor,l5,42&435.
cc)No derormity,but perfection.l Cor.15,42.
dd)Not limited to space or time( a real spirit)l Thes.4,17.
e)Contrasts and comparisons.
aa)Glories of tne plannets.l Cor.l15,40.
bb)Distinction in flesh of animais.l Cor.l5,39.
cc)Wheat producing a glorious plant.l Cor. 15 36.
f)Like Chsist!'s body.Phit,3,2131 Cor.l5, 48-49.
aa)Not in degree.(because he is God)
bb)But in kind.l Jn.8,2.
g)Like tne angels.Mt.22,30.
aa)Partake of- the same glory.Ummarried.
bb)But retain a true body.
h)Furtner details about tne glorified body.
aa)The size and stature.Rev.19,5:Great and small.
bb)Race distinction.Doubtful.
cc)Language.Means of communication.Doubtful.
dd)The joy of heaven.Eternai home.
3.0ur certainty of receiving a glorious body.Jn.5,16;Rom.8,11;
1l Cor.15,55.57.




The Doctrine of the Resurrection according to the New Testamant.
I.It is a fundamental doctrine.

The doctrine of the resurrection of the body is a teaching
peculiar to the Christian religion. We need only to investigate
the world!s religious history in order to be convinced that all
other religions know nothing about such a resurrection,

We know that the old Greeks and Romans had thair remarkable
ideas about a fubture existence. They supposed that the souls
of the departed were ferried across"the great stream"to the
land of shadows where they would meet with the most horrible
phantoms and monsters. Even the mast religious-minded heathen
was terrified at the thought of such a future. The heathen writers
give evidence of this dread when the& speak of the shadowy
drenm—life.of even the best heathen as far less desirable than
the condition of the most abject and miserable creature in
this life.

Some of the most enligntened ancient heathen hardly ventured
to supnose a future life probable. At the time of his death
Socrates is recorded to have said:"Death is either an eternal
sleep or the transition to a new life,but in either case it is
an evil."Plato conjectured that the soul existed before life,
and therefore expressed the hope that it might continue to exist
after death.(See Weber and Perry:History of Philosophy.p 72.)

The Stoics for a grest part denied any future existence,and
as a result justified and advised suicide whenever life might
become unbearable. Pliny goes so far as to consider the very
thought of a future life vain and selfish. Celsus,the heathen

philosopher,ridiculed the idea as useless,absurd,and even impossible.
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These same ancient heaynen opinions we i1ind today clouhed
in uvne garo of religious iiberalism and modernism.liodern
panctheistic theology ignores the docurine of une resurrection.
It even reruses to admit the existeznce of une soul arter the
dissolution of une body.Its exponents consider the race;,as such,
immortai,but not une individuat.According to Prof.James of
Harvard University modern science considers the sou. a mere scream
of thought.The modern rationa.ist rejects the tunought ot a
future immortaiity,because to him it is beyond experimental proof.

Some leaders of modern thought assume the existence of a
future life for vhe sake of convenience.Thus Elbert Russel of
Duke University makes ithe statement:"The needs of uhis life

require the expectation of anoihes after death.Since there 1is

no convincing reason that the be.ief is false,I find myself
petter and happier to hold it among my working hypotheses!i
W.%.B.Du Bois,Edivor of the Crisis,writes thus:"My thought
on personal immortasity is easily explained:I do not know----
I have no know.edge of vhe possibilities or une universe,
and I xnow of no one who hasl#
H.%.Fosdick seems to surive f'or ampiguity in tne statement:
"T cannot myselr submit to the menval confusion,uvhe triumphant
irrationality or existence whe.e death finally is the victor
over allls

35 e = 2 e

Three above quotations i1rom S.Strong:We becliewve in Immortality.
_-_;£;; we find that modern science,modern philosophy,and
modern theology are entirely ignorant of a bodily resurrection.
while vhe toregoing quotaiions give evidence of denial and
unce.vainty in regurd to immortaiity,to say nothing of a bodily

resurrection,there are fortunately some woridiy-minded men
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who have a higher conception of immortality. Thus James Crowther
of University Temple,Seattle,makes the noble statement:"If
immortality is a delusion,it is the most inspiring delusion that
has ever possessed the human brest. It has wiped away more tears,
inspired more courage,radiated more sunshine,and kindled mocre
hope in dreary lives than any other expectation whatsoever.
I believe in everlasting life,because 1t is more credible than
any alternative whatsoeverl#
;;;;-éjégggng:wa believe in immortality.

Another noble sentimenit appears in Robert L.Téylor's:Oration
on Immortality:"If the germs of inanimste life burried beneath
the sod so surely respond to the silent command of summer,who

can doubt that man shall rise up out of the unconscious dust

into eternal life when God shall call? Can it be that the grass

and the Tlowers of the field are to be resurrected from the sod |

of the earth ,while men,for whom they were made,must sleep on

forever? Mt
--_ig-;; well to note that the above mentioned quotations are
all based on human reason. However,in considering such a question
as the bodily resurrection,we cannot depend on reason for reliable
information. We learn from Acts 17,32;26,24.that such a doctrine
is contrary to reason. Even the disciples of Christ at first
doubted the reasonableness of their Lord!s resurrection.

And yet the man who concedes the existence of an ommipotent
Creator must also concede the possibility of a bodily resurrection.

God's omnipotence has been revealed to all men.(Rom.1l,19)It is,
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thererore,only a quesvion as to whether God would be willing to
ralse the vead.That question has been answered in Scripture.

The New Testament uses several expressions for the thought of
a resurrection.they are:wmwisrye.In.6,39;Acts 2,24); i’. c;:/gg
Mt.%,9;Acts 5,15);&5?“/‘, (1 Cor.6,14) sepys7eees (Hebr.l.,35);
%ffﬂtz;(Mt.zv,SS).These words are not always used in the same
sense.Resurrection may be spoken of in a metaphorical way
when referring to a spiritual resucrection,the conversion,as in
Col.2,12:‘,r,,y;;p,;z/,;,m,,n;;-,,;.‘.’-Io also find that the word is
used in a metanymical way(causa pro effectu)as in Jn.ll,25:£Zﬂ?4'
o [ocos ’;/.} Cone  dmdsrasesUsually,hovever,the words refer to
a bodily resurrection. Upon careful study of the word
"resurrectionwe arrive at une following definition:It is the
divine act of restoring to life itne numan body after it has
veen forsaken by its soul and of reuniving vhe soul with the
sams body which it occupied during vhe Lifetime on that
individual beinyg.In particular,it means the raising of the
dead on the .last daye.

It is of une utmost importance to have a correct conception
of this doctrine.Any false notions in regard vo uvnis teaching,
be they ever so insignificant,are a denial of the inspired
word of God.St.Paul writes 2 Tim.2,18 that certain men have
erred concerning the truth and have overthrown vhe faith of
some ,because they had said vhat vne resurrection or the dead
was aiready past.Thus we see that a change in this doctrine
may mean the loss of uvhe final saivation.

The rationaiisus of Christ's-tima,the Sadducees,ridiculed
the idea of a bodily resurrection.Christ reproved them most
severely by telling uhem:"Ye do err,nov knowing tne scriptures

nor vhe power of Godl(Mt.22,29)
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mo this very day the great majority of mankind denies the
possibility of a bodily resurrection. Even many of those who
support it have a very perverted notion as to its real nature.

It is selfevident that in the study of this doctrine all human
speculation must be excluded, because this teaching is a part
of divine revelation.

.It is the purpose of this treatise to show the scriptural
doctrine.It is the bodily resurrection which will take place
on the last day with which we are concerned,and sbout which
Scripture gives us such detailed information. Quite naturally
guestions will arise which Scripture has not answered,and which
we must leave unanswered. We must be satisfied with that which
God has revealed arnd walt until the future life for further
revelation.

In this work we shall. confine ourselves principally to
the New Testament passages,but for the sake of completeness,
we shall also refer briefly to the 0ld Testament. It is an
entirely false conception to think that the resurrection 1s
a doctrine found only in the New Testament. It is egually as
erroneous to believe that this teaching was unknown in the
earliest writings of the Hebrews, and that it gradually
assumed a definite shape together with the development of
the Hebrew religion.(See Pleper,Dogmatics III.p.602.) This
jdea is based on the false principle of the evolution of
religion. However,such foolish views rsquire no serious
consideration. Christ and his anostles repeatedly refer to
the 01d Testament as a sufficient revelation of God which man

must believe in order to be saved.
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The rich man wvho wanted to save his five brethren from
eternal destruction is told:"They have Moses and the Prophets,
let them hearfthem!

Wnhile there is a difference in degree of clarity between the
0ld and New Testament doctrines,yet the same doctrines were
taught and believed as are taught in the Christian Church to the
present day. We also find some very plain pessages in the
01d Testament which speak of a bodily resurrection. The Hebrew
verbs that are used to express this thought ares; #'J and UiP.

It has been pointed out by theologlians that every 0ld
Tostament Gospel promise includes the promise of an eternal
life which presupposes a resurrection. If that is true,we
must admit that Adem and Eve knew of a resurrection.(Gen.3,15).

A few of such passages which teach a resurrection of the body
are the following:Isa.27,19:"The dead men shall live,together
with my dead body they shall arise.Awake and sing,ye that
dwell in the dust,for thy dew is as the dew of herbs;and the
earth shall cast out her dead!

Job 19,25:"I know that my Redeemer liveth,and that he shall
stand at the latter day upon the earthj;andfhough after my

skin worms destroy this body,yet in my flesh shall I see God:
whom I shall see for myself,and mine eyes shall behold,and nd
another! Another such a passage we find in Dan.l2. Thus we find
that the 0ld Yestament believers were well acquainted with this
doctrine and used it to strengthen their faith in a future life.
In the New Testament the doctrine of the resurrection is very
prominent.It is a fundemental doctrine of the Christian faith.
Without it Christianity cannot exist.A denial of this teaching
means a denial ofiChristianity.(See Pieper III,p.603.)
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It does not require a deep philosophical mind to understand
the statements of the New Testament which deal with the resur;zgaion.
The greatest teacher of all times,our blessed Savior,has
explained and illustrated this doctrine to such an extent that
a child can learn to know this fundamental truth. The most
learned among men who claim to be Christians must uphold
the se same simple truths,although in this life they will never
be.able to grasp their full significance.This truth is beyond
human discovery and remains a mystery to mortal man.

Scripture tells us that Christ is the author of the ¥esurrection.
According to Rom.4,25:"Jesus was delivered for our offences
and raised again for our justification! Rom.14,9:Christ died,rose,
_and revived that he might be Lord both of the dead and living!

1 Pet.l,3b:"God hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead?

This truth 1s substantiated by Christ himself when he declares
Jn.6,40: "I will raise him up on the last day! And again Jn.14,19:
"Bacause I live ye shall live also! We could wish for no more
evident proof than that of Jn.11,23:"I am the Resurrection and
the Life!

In order to establish these statements beyond any human doubt,
Christ has also demonstrated the possibility of a bodily
resurrection.He came from heaven as the Redeemer of mankind

" to suffer,and die,and be resurrected. Four different Gospels,

" * written from different points of view give us a careful and

convinecing testimony of Christ's bodily resurrection. "He 1s not
here,He is risen"is a historical fact which no man ocan disprove.

""he empty tomb of Jesus baffles every theory of the resurrection
save the true one M

From E.Y.Mullins:Why is Christianity True?p.20l.
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Christianity 1s so imtimately connected with the resurrection
of Christ that the two must stand together and fall togethsr.
The proof we find in 1 Cor.l15,14:"If Christ benot risen,then is
ow preaching vain,and your faith is also vain' But it is.a fact
(V.20) : "Now is Christ risen from the dead and become the first-
fruit of them that slept!

By his own resurrection Christ has shown us that the bodily
resurrection is a fact depending only on God!s omnipotence.

Chris t has also demonstrated a bodily resurrection through

several of his miracles.The holy Evangelists have recorded three
such bodily resurrections which weré performed by Christ. In
Lk.8,54ff:we are told that Jesus simply took the hand of the.
maiden,the daughter of Jairus,called:"Talitha Cumi) and immediately
her spirit returned,and once more she became a living soul.
An essential part of the resurrection is the act of uniting
the soul and body.That is what Jesus did here,and that is what
he will do on the last day.

According to Lk.7,14,Christ performed another similar miracle.
A young man's corpse is being carried out to its final resting
place when the Prince of Life approaches,touches the coffin,
speaks the words:"Young man,I say unto thee,arise! Again death
must yield its prey,and life returns.

Humanly speaking,the most remarkable of these miracles was
the raising of Lazarus. His corpse had been in the ground for
four days and was well nigh decomposed when Jesus arrived.
Martha,in a moment of weakness,refuses to permit Jesus to show
his omminotence.To her amazement,it requires only three words:
"Lazarus,come forth! The decayed body is again restored,the

spirit reenters,and Lazarus lives as before.
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In view of these miracles,it is indeed a part of folly for
any man to doubt that Christ can and wlll some day raise all
the dead with just as little effort as it required to raise
Lazarus. The simple and convincing manner is which these
miracles have been recorded is sufficient evidence for their
truthfulness.

It is indeed most remarkeble to note that the former timid
and fainthearted disciples soon stepped forth to proclaim
with undaunted courage Christ and him Crucified,confessing
his resurrection before friend and foe. The Apostle Peter who
had thrice denied his Lord now boldly proclaims on the birthday
of the New.Testament Christian Church:"You inhabitants of
Jerusalen have taken and by wicked hands have crucified and
slain Jesus whom God hath raised up¥(Acts,2,23b-24a.) And again
with divine deflance Peter answers the leaders of the Jews:'"Be
it knovn unto you and to all the men of Israel that by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth whom ye have crucified and
whom God hath raised from the dead,even by him doeth this man
stand before youl(Acts 4,10).Peter had healed a man in the name
of the resurrected Savior. He performed another great miracle
when he restored the belleving widow,Tablitha,by raising her
from the dead.(Acts 9,39).

This courage to confess was not confined to Peter,but
according to Acts 4,33:"All with great power gave the apostles
witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus;hnd grest grace
was upon them alll

The greatest theologian of the New Testament,the Apdstle Paul,
has written more about the doctrine of the resurrection than

any other writer of the Holy Scriptures.
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Soon after his conversion Paul gave expression to his new
convictions.At Antioch he deciared(Acts 13,33):"Thc promise
whicn ¢od has made unto our fathers,tns same he had fuifilled
unto us uvueir Cuai.uren 1n vnae he raised up Jesus again?In order
to show that he is convinced o1 the trutufulness of this
statement,he suppo.ts it with the 0ld Testament prophesy from
Psalm 16 where Gad had promised to ralse Jesus from tne dead.

In preaching about uvhe resurrection Paul met witn the same
difficuirties which we must contend with today. At Athens the
Greek philosophers openly ridiculed the resurrection from the
dead(Acts 17,32.).Even his countrymen attacked Paul,because
of his firm position on this doctrine.(Acts 23,6).However,Paul
did not lose courage,but according to Acts 24,15,he confessed
before his bitter oprnonents the resurrection of all the dead,both
just and unjust.Also Paul was permitted to put his firm conviction
into vractise when he raised the young man,Eutychus.(Acts 20,12).

It & true that almost every book of the New Testament mentions
the doctrine of the resurrecticn as a part of the basis of
Christianity. Yaul,however ,has made a special effort in his
famous resurrection chapter to the Corinthians to show the
importance of clinging most firmly to this truth. The situation
at Corinth was such that certain men who claimed to be Christians
had deliberately denied the resurrection of the body. The great
‘champion of the truth used a most remarkable argument in his
defence of this doctrine. Paul is convinced of the truth of
this teaching,and therefore he feels dutybound to defend it.
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Upon first consideration of the passage,Paul seems to
be begging the question,but we must remember that he presupposes
that his readers accept Christ'!s resurrection as an established
fact. IN V.20 he argues:Since Christ the firstfruit has risen
from the dead,who can yet possibly doubt a universal resurrection?
and much less,who would dare to deny it? If man's resurrection
1s denled,Christ!s resurrection must also be denied.Since
Christ!'s resurrection is an established fact,the universal
resurrec tion must also be an established fact.

In order to develop his argument,Paul mentions a chain
of truths which are closely linked together.(V.1l4ff).He uses
the “argumentum a particulari ad universale. He reasons: If
there is no resurrection of thebody,we must admit the following

conclusions: l)Christ remained in the grave. 2)Paul!s preaching

is vain and false. 3)Falth is useless. 4)The apostles are

0, 5
S

false witnesses. 5)God 1s no longer trustworthy. 6)God is not God.
Furthermore it follows:Since the dead will not rise,death
endshAll; there will be no judgment;tﬁere is no difference
between believer and unbeliever,between man and beast;man 1s
responsible to no one;man can do and live as he pleases.
Thus Paul's argument compells the opponents to admit that
as surely as God is God, so surely the resurrection of the
dead 1s a fect and must remain a part of the Christian falth.
God would cease being God if he would not resurrect the dead.
This doctrine of thefesurrection has been accepted and
believed bythe Christlens of all generations. It seems to
have been quite generally known among the Jews of Christ's
time. At the grave of her brother Martha reveals the triumphant
conviction,in spite of her temporary affliction: ™I know,he
shall rise on the last day¥(Jn.l1l1,24.)
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The question of the resurrection was a lively issue among
the leaders of the Jews.The Pharisees believed in it,while the
Sadducees considered 1t unreasonable and ridiculed any belief
in the supernatural(Acts 23,8). At one occasion Christ used
a very convincing argument to reveal the inconsistency of these
rationalists of his time. He referred them to the 0ld Yestament
passageg"I am the God of Abraham,the God of Issac,and the God
of Jacob."Then he explained it by adding:"God is not a God of
the dead,but of the living! If that is true,the Sadducees must
admit that the patriarchs are not dead,but living.%hile their
body is decayed,their soul continues to exist and wlll some
day unite again with the body.

Another interesting proof which seems to show that this doctrine
was quite universally accepted among the Jews 1is pointed ocut

by the Evangelist St.Matthew(1l4,2)whergHerod gives expression

to the fesr that John the Baptist whom he had beheaded has
risen from the dead.

We can rost assured that the faithful of the 0ld Testament
believed in a fubture resurrection and a future life. The faét
thet we find such passages as Job 19 and other similar
expressions proves this beyond any reasonsble doubt. Christ
directed the attention of the unbelievers of his time to"Moses
and the Prophets"which they must believe in ordsr to be saved.

Also in the Christian Church of the New Teatament this doctrine
has been taught and believed. The custom of baptizing the
Christians over the graves of the dead has been explained as a
testimony to the heathen of that time that those who were
burried there would rise again with the same body which they
had had in life.(1l Cor.15,29).

B




(13)

There can be no doubt vhat tvh: docurine of immortality
end of uhe podily resurrection have played a most important
part in the uistory of ithe early Chiisvian Church.Historians
haw noted its prominence.Among ithe five causes to which
Edward Gibbon traces ithe rapid progress of vhe Christian
religion,he places uvhe doctrine of immortality as the second
in importance.(Gibbon:Decline and Fall of tne Roman Empire.Vol.l5).

In lLater times individuals and sects arose which denied or
taught their own perverted views in regard to the resurrection,
but the Christvian Church nas aliways considered such men heretics
and has carefully avoided them.Among those who denied the
doctrine in the early Christian centuries were the Gnostics
and ilhe Socinians.However,they were opposed by uvhe advocates
of uvhe trutn,and thus che pure doctrine has at all ivimes
been taught and believed,even to ithe present time.

To be sﬁre,Ghrlst's own resurrection gives tnis doctrine
its true meaning and importance.We know vhat Christ has not
only surfered and died for us,but that he was also resurrected
for us as Su.Paul teaches Rom.4,25:"Christ was delivered for
our offences,and was raised again for our justification! The
resurrection of Chirist has proved beyond a doubt that God the
Father has accepted the sacrifice of nis Son and is now
fully reconciled with the world. If we are reconciled unto
God,we are also heirs of eternal lire.Indeed,Christ was
raised as our substitute,as the rirstfruit of ivhe resurrection.
As such he assures all Chriscvians:'"Because I liive,ye shall
live also¥(Jn.l14,19).

This glorious tiruth finds a vesy practical application.
Today the Angei of Death may enter ithe Chrisvian family circle;
in a moment he may shatter the Chris.ian's fondest hopes and

expectations,but all that dread and tear,pain and angulsh,which
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follows in the wake of death must vanish before our great Prince
of Life who has overcome the power of death and triumphantly
proclaims Jn.1l1,25-26:"I am the Resurrection and the Life:he
that believeth in me,though he were dead,yet shall he live;
and whosoever liveth snd believet: in me shall never diel

Christ's resurrection gives to the Christian religion the
glorious power and cheering comfort which overcomes even the
terrors of death,Christ'!s resurrection explains the fact
that the Christian religion,and in particular this doctrine,
has had such 2 marvelous influence upon the life of individuals
from all the generations of man,regardless of race or sex or
social standing.

"Tndeed, the world would not have been converted to a dead
Jewlsh Christ,however his intimate disciples might have continued
to love his memory.But they preached everywhere,first and
foremost,the resurrection from the deadls

"y dead Christ may have been a teacher and e wonderworker
and remembered and loved a&s such,but only a risen and living
Christ could be the Savior,the Life,the Lifegiver,and as such
preached to all men.This is the foundaticn of the church,the
inscription on the bamners of her armies,the strength and
comfort of every Christian heart,and the grand hope of humanity:
The Lord is risen indeed!s
From Edersheim:The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah.p.625&629.

II.Ihe Author of ‘the Resurrectlods)
The efficient cause of the resurrection in none other than God.
Indeed,we shall in this 1life never be able to understand how

the Triune God will bring about the resurrection,just as little
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as we are able to fathom the mystery of tne 'ereatio ex niniid'.
However,we may be contident tnat that same God who was able
to create all things and stviil upholids ail things by the Word
of his power will not faili to restore une bodies of all men
at une appointed time.

Scripture nas ascribed various works to the different
persons of the Godhead. Thus God tne Father is called the
CreatvorjGod the Son tne Hedeemer,and God tne Holy Ghost the
Sanctifier. Now we know from tne account of tne creation that
tn. Triune God was active. Likewise we know that the Hedemption,
while primarily tne work of tne God-man,was the work or the
Trinity. Tuus also tne Trinity will take part in the Resurrection.
Jesus gives evidence to this intimacve relation eaisting between

the different persons of the Trinity when he says:"Tne son

can do nothing of himseir,but what he seeth tne Father do----
these things also doeth the Son!(Jn.5,19)
In ordeg to prove thatv God tne Father 1is.the author of
tne resurrection,St.Peaul writes to tne Corinthians(l Cor.6,14):
"God hath both raised up the Lord and will also raise up us
by his own power! The same thought he expresses in 2 Cor.3,14:
He that raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus—-.":
See also 2 Cor.l,9:"God which raiseth the dead!

- However, just as in the book of Isaiah,Jehovah is frequently
called th. Savior and Redeemer,while in fact tne God-man,Charist,
13 tue Redeemer,thus also God the Father is sometimes called
the author of the resurrection,while in fact,there are many
evident passages referring this work directly to Christ. In
speaking of himself,Jesus says Jn.6,40:"He that belleveth
in me hath everliasting life,and I will raise him up at the
last day! In 1 Cor.15,21 Paul ascribes tnis task to the man,Christ:

D e e ————— ————— ]
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"Since by man came death,by Man came also tne resurrection
of tne dead! Togeiher with th. work of raising the dead
Christ will taeke charge of tue judgment. According to 2 Tim.4,L1,
"Pne Lord Jesus Christv shall judge tne quick and thne deadl
Tre same thought we find in Jn.5,22:"The Father judgeth no man,
but hath committed ail judgment unto tne Son(V.27)and hath
given him authority to execute judgment,aliso because he is
the son of man! See also Rev.l,18 wnere we are told tanat Christ
also has power over the keys of hell and death. Thus we see
tnat Christ wiil nave charge of all tne events on the last day.
(cf «Pieper III,603.)

Scripture is even more specific when it tells us that
tne word of Christ will rouse une dead from thelr temporary

slumber. As the wordsVTalitha cumi" gave evidence of such

miraculous power,so also on the last day Christ!s word will
accompiisn a marvelous univessal resurrection.

In speaking of tne last times Jesus declares:(Jn.5,28):
"The hour is coming in the which all that are in the grave
shall hear his(Christ's)voice and shall come fortn! Just as
impossible as it was for tne body of Lazarus to remain in tne
grave, just so impossible it wiil be for any human body to
fail to come forth out of tue aust of tne earth, Christ's
voice will be heard by all tne dead. Christ will speak with

divine majcsty;mortal man will obey in trembling submisslon.

The Qoice of Cnrist has been described in another waye.
St.Paul calls it the last trump,stating that"The trumpet shall
be biown and that at tne same time,in the twinkling of an eye
tne dead shall be raised?(l Cor.15,52). St.Matthew,in referring
to the last events writes(Chap.24,31):"Christ shall send his

angels witn a great sound of a trumpet?
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Finally Paul glves us a summary of all these passages
in 1 Thes.4,16:"The Lord shall descend from heaven with a
shout,with the volce of the archangel,and with the trump
of God! what this trump 1s and of what nature that sound will
be,we do not know ,but we do know that it will be sufficient
to call all men back to life,regardless of whether they have
just passed away or whether thelr dust be scattered over the
ends of the earth.

We may summarize this great truth with the words of
Quenstedt:"Cause efficiens prima resurrectionis est solus
Deus Unitrinus,singulari tamen ratione Redemptor,Theanthroposi#

m—m— - x50
From Quenstedt;"Theol.did.pol.,pars IV.Cap.XVIII.Sec,I.Thes.VI.P,.580."

As Christ is the'lcausa efficiens"of the resurrection in

general,so heAs in a special sense the"causa meritoria"(Hoenecke
Dogmatic,IV,P.241)of the same. Proof in 1 Cor.l5,21:"Since
by man came death,by man came also the resurrection of thefiead,
for as in Adem all die,even so in Christ shall all be made alivel
Thispassage does not prove that Christ!s merits are the cause
of the resurrection of the wicked.The context shows that Paul
spesks here only of Christians. Likewlse Christ'!s promise in
Jn.11,25:"I am the resurrection and the 1l1life,he that believeth
in me,though he were dead,yet shall he live etc.! is to be
applied only to the Christians. Their resurrection to life
depends on Christ's meritorious work.

On the other hand,we have no such Iinformation about the
resurrection of the wicked. They are merely railsed by the
power of Christ!s word,in order to appear before the judgment
seat of Christ to hear his fatal verdict. Balduin fittingly

remarks : "Impios non virtute resurrectionis Christi

resurrecturos,sed propter immutabile decretum quo statutum

e e
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est homini semel mori et postea judicum.(Hebr.9,27) "

It is antiscriptural to teach as the Swedenborgians that
man has two bodies,the external and the internal,the material
and the psychical,and that when the former dies,the latter,
Joined to the soul,passes into another state of existence.#

e e e
From Guenther:Symbolics,P.410.

Accordingly, the only resurrection possible would be that which
occurs at the time of death. This is evidently a denial of
the resurrection that will take place through Christ on the

last day.

Some rationalistic theologians maintain that a pure soul
cannot be individualized and locealized,and therefore cannot
be acted upon wlithout some form of corporeity. Thus they

conclude that the soul must receive some kind of resurrection

such a"Zwischenleib! Others hold that this spiritual body

which is being formed during life 1q6urried together with the
material body,and on resurrection day it will grow to a
resurrection body.(So Kahnis,Nitzsch,Spittgerber)# These false
teachers even attempt to find scriptural support by stating
that in Jn.6,54.Christ took for granted such a resurrection
germ which would grow and be ptrengthened by partaking of

his body and blood.(So Neander) .However,this is a notion
entirely foreign to Seripture. Also the passage 1 Cor.l5,35-38,
where the seed is referred to, does not justify the assumption

of a resurrection germ. In such statements we must not proceed
beyond the“tertium comparationidﬁ Paul merely says in this

parable that Christ will resurrect the same body which has
e i
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been burried and which has decayed,in a similar manner as he
causes the same seed to grow that has been planted. There is
nadc the least support in Scripture for rationalistic theories
which ascribe to helpless man any power to ald in bringing

about a bodily resurrection.

The silent dust of mortal man would remain forever in
the grave were it not for the omniﬁotent Christ who will
some day call forth all generations that have ever lived upon
the face of the earth. In this connection Dannhauer.writes:“Obigg%um
sive materia resurrectionis sunt omnes homines mortui,tam
Qii quam impiil% This statement is based on the words of Christ:

s
From Hoenecke IL.C.P.242.

-ﬁgﬂf-gﬂggngke in the graves shall hear his voice and shall

come forth,they that have done good----they that have done
evil---¥(Jn.5,28-29) Also Paul declares(2 Tin.4,1l):"Christ

will judge the quick and the dead! That presupposes a resurrection
of all the dead. The elements of nature must obey the voice

of the Judge as the book of Revelation(Chap.20,l§) so vividly
pictures it:"The sea shall give up the dead which are in 1it,

and death and hell(the grave)shall deliver up the dead which

are in them! It will meke no difference whether the mortal
remains have been burried in a stately mausoleum or whether

the handful of ashes has been stored in an insignificant urn,
whether man has found his final restingplace in thé bottom

of the sea,or whether he has been devoured by the beasts of

the field. The undeniable fact remains¥There will be a Fae
resurrection of the dead both of the just and of the unjust!(Aét.Bé,lE

In this connection Quenstedt remarks:'"Subjectum quod resurrectionis

est totus homo antea mortuus et cinefactus;subjectum quo est
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idem numero ac substantla corpus gquod in hac vita gessimus! %
Quite naturally this teaching of the resurrection of the
wicked would meet with bitter and violent opposition¥ It is no
pleasant thought for the wlcked to know that thay must once
appear before the judgment seat of the righteous God.In order

to avoid this awful truth unbelievers have attempted to substitute
thetheory of the annihilation of the enemies of Christ.Among
them we find the Socinlans,Jews,Adventists etc..(Hoéenecke L.c.P241l)
Even the Lutheran theologian Hofman declares:"The annihilation -
of death(l Cor,15,26)also means annihilation of the underworld
and abodgof the dead Others prefer to hope for a restoration
;}_EQ;—;;EQ;Q when they shall be granted another opportunity
to be converted.(Some Chiliasts.) -

In spite of all opposition,the solemn fact remains(2 Cor.l0,5):
"We must all appear before the judgment seat oflchrist that
every one may recelve the things done in his body,according to
that he hath done,whether it be good or badl According to
St.Paul tnere can be no tnougnt for a future restoration.Such
vein hopes are shattered when he declares(2 Cor.6,2):"Behold,
now 1s the accepted time;behold,now is tne day of salvationd
While tne unbeiiever is fiiled witn dreaa and horror at the
thought of a bodlly resurrection,tnc Christian 1s animated
witn an enuvireliy diiferent spirit. Tne believer looks forward
for"that blessed hope and tne glorious appearing of the great
God aml our Savior Jesus Christ(1l Tim.2,15)¥-Togetner with
St.Paul tne Churistian longs for adeliverance from tne bodﬁ of

this deatn(Rom.7,24)"and"desires to be with Christ"because he

seas betore him that"better country" which"God has prepared for
s
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those that .Love hipE.The whole life of the children of God
is directed toward that goal ox'receiving the end of our faiéh,
even the salvation of our souls(l Pet.l1l,9)"

There wlill be people yct living at the time of Christ's
Advent.Paul calls our attention to this fact in 1 Cor.15,51:
"We shall not all sleep,but we shall all be changed! Thus also
in 1 Thes.4,17:"Then(after the trumpet has been sounded)we
whicn are alive and remain shail be caught up together with
them(the resurrected dead)in the clouds to meet Lhe Lord in
the air! Bouh the living and Che dead shall be called before
the unrone of tne great Judge.

Scripture is siient about the resurrection of animal lite.
The passage in nomans(8,21)merely states that animals and
nature in general shall be freed from tne curse which rested
upon it since the 1rall of man, 1he greatv dirference between
men and beast proves that man was created with an immortal
soul to live on forever while the beasts were merely created
far this life. To summarize:Christ will resurrect all human
beings that have ever possessed a body and a soul.The individual
to a great extent mustu decide for himself whevher he wishes 4
to meet Christ on the lasi day as nis glorious King or as his
righteous Judge. Today mortal man may resist the call of grace,
he may reject the Word,he may despise the Savior,but"God hath
appointed a Aay in which he will judge the world in righteousness
by that Man whom he hath ordained(Acts 17,31 Chriat’s verdict
will decide every man's fate far all eternity.(Pieper,III,604).

IV.The Time of the Resurrection.

One of the great questions of all times has been:When

shall this all occur? Men have tried to foretell the time of
Christ's Advent,but thus far they have always been put to shame.

. cCio Do AN Bt T R S e S -
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It may be natural for the human mind to try to find the answer,
but such attempts are not in accordance with the Word of God.
This 1s one of the great secrets which God has not revealed.
If God had considered this knowledge necessary for our salvation,
he would have recorded the time of his coming. Christ declares
in Mt.24,36:"0f thet day and hour knoweth no man,no not the
angels of heaven,but my Father onlylPaul testifies(Acts 17,31):
"God has appointed a day in which he will judge tl® worldl
Since that is part of God's eternal plan,we can be confident
that it will be carried out;"Heaven and earth may pass away!
but the Word and promise of God will not fail to be fulfilled.

Another most instructive passage containing information
about the last times,we find recorded in Mt.24,14:"The Gospel
of this kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a

witness unto all nations,and then shall the end comelThis

. word of Christ implies the following important truths: 1)The

B

world exists today in order that men may be converted to
Christianity.2)The Christian Church will remain in this world
until the end of time.3)All nations will be given the opportunity
of hearing the Gospel.4)0On the last day no nation will be able

to find a valid excuse for having rejected the word.5)The end
will not come until the 1as§ elect has been saved.

Another noteworthy bit of information is the fact that
Christ will on the last day appear suddenly,and then,when least
expected. The Savior sounds the warning(Mt.24,27):"As the
lightning cometh out offthe east and shineth even unto the west;
So shall also the coming of the Son of man belAnd again in Mt.§Z;42:
"watch therefore:for ye know not what hour your Lord cometh?

The apostle admonishesa(l Thes.5,2-3):"You know perfectly that

the day of the Lord cometh as a thief in the night.For when
they shall say:Peace and safety,then sudden destruction cometh
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upon them as travall upon a woman with child,and they shall
not escape! This uncertainty 1s to aid in keeping us constantly
mindful of the Lord's Coming.

To be sure,our gracious Lord and Savior has also glven us
certaln visible signs by which we are to recognize the nearness
of the time of his great Advent. In speaking of the forerunners
of that great event,Jesus says:(Mt.24,24)"There shall rise
false Christs and false proPheté and shall show signs and
wonders,in somuch that,if it were possible,they would deceive
the very elect--«(V.29) After the tribulation of those days
shall the sun be darkened,and the moon shall not give her
light,and the stars shall fall from heaven,and the powers of
heaven shall be shaken,and then shall appear the sign of the
son of man!(See also Mk.1l4,21ff.) Also St.John in the book of
Revelation speaks of a visible coming(Chap.l1l,7):"Behold,he
cometh with clouds,and every eye shall see him,and they also
that plerced himy,and all kindreds of the earth shall wail
because of him!

While it is true that our information as to the time of
that glorious Advent is very limited,God has given us sufficient
revelation to know cvhat the time is very near at hand.Christ's
warning of 1900 years ago should be all the more impressive
today,because we are surely living in ths very last days eof
this sin-cursed world's existencé. We have reason to feel
confident that all the signs of tne last day have appeared
and that they are now in the process of fulfillment.As far
as the false prophets are concerned or which Christ speaks
in Mk.14,2i,we may be sure that tnc worla has never suffered
so much from these"wolves in sheep's clothing"as at tne present

’_’.‘.I u.C .

time.
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Paul calls our attention to another sign,saying(l Thes.2,3ff):
"Let no man deceive you by any means,for that day shall not
come,except there be a falling away first,and that man of sin
be revealed,the son of perdition? kKven this sign which refers
éo une revelation of Antichrist has started its fulfillment.
Today as never before in the history of thefhurch,Christianity
ought to heed tne warning(Rev.l,ll)VBehold,I come quickly;hold
that which tnou hast,that no man take thy crown!

Scripvure also contains a few remarks wita regard to
the sequence or events on the last day.This has been recorded
in 1 Cor..15,52;1 Thes.4,15,and in Nt.24,31ff.. We shall state
thembriefly in chronological order: 1l)Christ shail appear
in power and glory. 2)Th. trump and the voice of tne archangel
snall be heard. 3)The dead shall rise incorryptible.a)First
the believers.b)Then tne unbslicvers. 4)Tne living shall be
changed. 5)The judgment shall be conducted. 6)The blessed
shall be taken into heaven;the cursed shall be cast into
everlasting filre.

The Word of God does not tell us how long this process
of resurrection and judgment will last,but it seems that the
resurrection will be tne work of a moment. This conception
would seem very probable,since God is not limited to time in
any of his actions.

The Bible teaches one final bodily resurrection.In opposition
to that Millennlalists assume a double resurrection on the
basis of Rev.20,5:"Inc rest of the dead lived not again until
the thousand years were finished.Tnhis is the tirst resurrecﬁion?
However,if Millinnialists would only take the context into

consideration and read the following verse,they would soon see

that this passage,speaking of tnhe rirst resurrection,deals
with a spiritual rising,numely conversion to falith.-
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The second deatn(V.l4)nas no power over such as are converted.
Tne believers may dle tne temporary death,but that 1s merely
the iransition into the blessed eternity.

The opinion of extreme and crass hIillennialism,that
Christ will come to ralse th. martyrs and rule a thousand
years,is antiscriptural. Although the attempt is made to
find scriptural support in 1 Cor.l1l5,23,by stating that first
Christ shall rise,afterwards they that are Chisist!s at his
coming(the martyrs and good men shall reign a thousand years)
and finally(V.24)then cometn the end(the judgment and tne
universal resurrection)}.To tnis false exegesis we answer that
"telos"does not rerer to vne end of different resurrection
periods,but to tne end in general.(Hoenecks,L.C.P.247). All
that this passage tells us is that first Christ shall rise,
then all men,and then the end of all things is at hand.It
is against the anaiogy of th- Chrisvian faitn -to maintain
a particular and a universal resurrection,because scripture
tells us in plain terms:"It is appointed unto man(all men
witnout exception)once to die,and after that the judgment

(universal resurrection and judgment)!

Thus far we have considered the author,thc objects,and the
time of tune resurrection. The next point of consideration would
naturall, be concerning tne purpose of such a'universal resuf;gggion.
Scripture offers us a very satisfactory explanation.Jesus tells
us(Jn.12,48) :"He that rejecteth me and receiveth not my words
hatn one that judgeth him,thes word that I have spoken,the
same shall judge him on the last day! Paul reminds Timothy

(2 Tim.4,1) :"Jesus shall judge thejquick and the dead at his
appearing! And again Jesus sounds forth a last call of
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repentance to the Jews saying(Mt.l1,22):"Capernaum,it shall
be more tolerable for tne land of Sodoem in the day of Judgment
than for tneel! Thus, for the sake of a final judgment,it is
necessary that all men be resurrected to receivc their reward.
And again Stu.Paul reminds tne Corinthians(2 Cor.5,10):"we must
all appear before tne judgment seat of Christ vhat every man
may recelve the things done in his body,according to that he
hatn done,whevher it be good or badl On that great day myriads
of people shall rise and come before the thron: of .judgment.
If already the descendants of Abraham are as numerous as the
sands on the seashore,which no mun can count,how much less
wlll man be able to enumeraie all the human beings that have
ev r existed in this world,eviry one of whom shall be raised
on the last day. Indeed,the universal resusrrection will be
a marvelous manifestation or God's omnipotence. God will on
that day raise the body of every individual human being
without a singlc exception and unite it with 1ts soul. If in
a single instance God should fail to accomplish this great
miracle,He would cease being the omnipotent God. That God who
claims to be able to desatroy both body and soul in hell will
surely not fail in carrying out tn. work of une resurrection
to tne minutest detall.

Another purpose of this resurrection is to reveal God!s
righteousness unto all nations and peoples. St.ILk.1l4,14
records an occasion at which Jesus urged thc rich Jews to
perform works of charity toward tne poor and adds:"Thou shalt
be blessed,for they cannot recompense thee,ror thau shalt be
recompensed at the resurrection of uvhe just! At another occasion

Christ asserts:"The son of man shall come in tne glory of his
Fatner with his angels;and then he shall reward every man

according to nis works(Mt.16,27) !
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We may be sure vhat vhe omniscient God will make no
mistakes when he pronounces his iinal verdict.Paul writes
about unis imparvial judgment as 1ollows(Acts 17,31):"God
hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world in
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained! In Rom.2,5
Puaul calls the iast day"the day of wrath end revelation of
the righteous judgment of God

Finally,che universal resurrection will be a manifestation
of God's infinite wisdom. In this connection St.John writes
(1 Jn.5,2):"We know when he shall aypear,we shall be like him;
1or we shail see him as he is! After the resurrection and
glorification we will have a much more perrect understanding
of God's int'inite wisdom in nis dealing with humanity.we will
have a much better conception of God!'s eternal plan of
saivacvion. In"paradise regeined"we will never be separated from
that wiscom and glory''which eye nath not seen and ear hath
no. heard,which hath not entered into the heart of man,but
which God hatn prepared for them that love him!(1l Cor.2,9)

It iies in the very nature of cvhings vhat the purpose
of the resurrection for mankind is twofold.On the last day
the great Judge will place all people into two classes;some to
his .eft,some to his right.Tnose at his left will hear the
words of ivhe Judge ror vhe iast time:"Depart from me,ye
cursed into everlasting fire,prepared ror uvue devil and his
angels! And Jhen Jesus adds vhe terriole truth:"These shall
go away into everlasting puni#hmeqt?(mt.25,44)

Those at his rignt hand will aiso hear the voice of the
Judge,but he. will speak to them as their eternal King:"Come,
ye blessed of my Father,inherit the kingdom,prepared for you
Trom the foundauvion of Jhe woriﬂ! Here Jesus adds:"The righteous
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shall go inuvo eternal life(Mt.25,46)! First comes the
resurrection,then the judgment.That is absolute.l.y necessgry,
because only a resurrected and changed body can partake of
eternal bliiss and suffer everlasting punishment. St.Paul
shows that this is true in tnetase of tnose who will enter
heaven,because"flesh and blood camnnot inherit the kingdom
of God,nor doth corruption inherit incorruption(l Cor.15,50)%
And again in Phil.3,21 he expressly asserts:"Christ shall
change our vile body!

That the pody of the wicked will be chunged is nov
expressly taught in scripture,but so much is true that their
body shall be made incorruptible and capable ror suffering
for eternity. Christ teaches(Mk.9,48):"rheir worm shall not
die,@nd vhe fire shall nov be quenched! St.John adds(Rev.1l4,11);
"The smoke of tneir torment ascendeth up forever and ever;
and tney shall nave no rest day nowr night!

As the body is the partner of the soul!s crimes and
companion of her virtues,the justice of God will demand that
tne body share the soul!s eternal punishment or its everlasting

reward.

One of tne great questions whichn troubled uvhe Christians
at Corinth and which has puzzled the minds of men at all times
is this:;"How are the dead raised up?and with what body do
they come?"(1l Cor.l1l5,35)

It seems uvhat vhe men of Corinth ralised tanls question
in order to ridicule tne doctrine of.tne resurrection,because

Paul calls them fools. Such a rebuke is not to be looked upon

as an encouragement to neglect tne reading and study of scripture.

N R A S S R
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The admoniivion of Jesus:"Search the SeripturesMapplies
also to vhe study of vhe doctrine of vhe resurrection.Paul'!s
word in this instance must be considered as a warning to such
as ques.ion uvhe possibility and desirability of uvne resurrec.ion,
but it is aiso a rebuke to such who make all surt of rationalistic
conclusions which are against the spirit of Scriptures.

It is indeed a most difficult undertaking to give a
reasonable description of the resurrection body.In fact,it.is
impossible to proceed beyond a few definite characteristics
which Scripuure asc:ibes to che resurrection body.

At ithe very beginning of our consideratvion,we shall note
that it is a fundamental principnle of this doctrine that
the same pody shall sise which nas been placed into the ground;
the same flesn and bone shall be called back to iife that
has turned to dust and ashes.

The great champion of une resurrection doctrine,Stc,Paul,
so to say,points his finger at nlé own body and declares
(1 Cor.15,53):"This corruptible shall put on incorruption,
and this mortal shail put on immortality!In Phil.3,21 he
teaches:"Cn.ist shail change our vile bodyl-this same body
which today is weak and subjéct to all menner of suffering--
tnis body which will be vile indeed when it must unuergo
the process of decay and decomposition.We quote again the
tine sumrary of Quenstedt;"Subjectum quod resurrectionis est
totus nomo antea mortuus et cinefactus;subjectum quo est
idem numero ac substantia corpus quod in hac vita gessimus,

resurgei in novissimo die s
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We must uphold the principle that the same body will
@ raised substantially and numerically which man possessed
at the time of his death.# According to 1 Cor,1l5,53 there
;;;-5;-50 glorification of mortal bodies,if the same substance
is not raised that has fallen prey to corruption. The corrupt
body cannot assume incorruption if it remains in the grave.

The very word which Paul uses in V.53: '} 'sfsasPue-put on",proves
that the substance is the same,but there is merely a change

in quality and appearance.The same truth igbxpressed in
Phil.3,21 which has not been so well translated in the

King James Version as it might have been done.A 1literal
translation of Paul's wordsimay be rendered thusYWho shall
change the form of our body of lowliness(that 1t may be)
conformed to the body of his glory! In view of such plain
passages the identity and entirety of the resurrection body
cannot be denied,but must be firmly supported. These two :
characteristics will be common +to all the resurrected bodiles,
both just and unjuste.

This part of vhe doctrine ia denied today by prominent
theologians who claim to Selong to the ranks or the %onservativesf
Delitsch,for example,vistually denied the identity of
substance in tne resurrection body when he writes:"Thne identity
is not based on tune sameness of matter,because already in
this 1ife it changes continually;nor on tne sameness of form
with total difference or substance,(Origen,Socinians,Arminians,
Baptists,etc..)The true identity lies between the material
substance and the pure formal body. God will unite the original

substances of our body,so that powers and contents will be

alike in as far as tne individuality of the person will requiref:
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Delitsch hoids that uvhe materials will be renewed and
that God will unite them in some way to create & body similar
in content to uvh. rormer.The result of such a position,while
it admits that uvhe original elements are present,is a plain
denial of vhe resurrection oi'this mortal body® Thus it is
not the corrupt body wanich puts on incorrup.ion,pbut the gloriried
soui wnich assumes an incorruptible body. This position cannot
be harmonized with 1 Cor.l15,53:"7s POue riv resre"where the individual
body,substantially and numerically,will put on incorruption.

On the last day thefe willi be no new creation,but a restoration
and a resurrection in tne fullest sense of vne term. This
sublime truth is uhe greates. assucrance that une resurrection
will not change une personaiity of ihe individuai. Then,it also
proves beyond a doubt that the blessed in heaven will recognize
on. anovher. Scripture has not revealed to what extent man's
personality will be retained.Undoubtedly man will have the
opportunity to exercise his taninking raculties and his memory.

Without memory man would hardly be conscious of his own
identity,to say nothing about being conscious of the identity
of others in heaven. It is contrary to Scripture to suppose
that we would enter heaven as newly created creatures without
a history.We wouid have no reason 1or singing songs of
thanksgiving,because we would not recognize God's gracious
dealings with us berore uvhe vime of our temporal death.

It seems ravher that our memory will be exalted,so that we
will have a clearer understanding of uvhe past,with une exclusion
of vhe knowledge of sin,because tnat wiil have passed away
forevzr. According to all indications it seems that in heaven
the human form will be a glorified likencss of that very

body we possessed on earth.The emotional and mental peculiarities,

e
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and whavever else distinguished man from man in this life
will very likely remain a part of tne individuals,after their
personality has been cleansed and purified from all weakness
and permeated with divine beauty and glory. And now,shall
thay God who provides for tne most insignificant creatures,
who assures us'there shall not an hair or your head perish!
shall he not be able to restore every atom of our body? If
it would be necessary to assume even a partial re-creation
instead of a resurrection,we would be compelled to admit
that death has conguored and destroyed our mortal body
beyond all hope of restoration. Moreover,it would be against
tne justice of God to reward and punish a body which had done
neither good nor evil,which in fact had never existed before.
Therefore,Scripture compels us to hold firmly to a literal
resurrection of tne mortal body according to form and substance.

Scripture has‘also recorded a few examples to substantiate
such a view of tne bodily resurrection. The sceptical apostles
were soon convinced that they were not looking upon a spirit
without flesh and bone,but vhat their resurrected and gloritiled
Master was speaking the words(Lk.24,39):"Behold my hands and
my feet,that it is myselr; handle me and see,for a spirit hath
notv flesh and bone as yé see me have! Selfevidently tne nail-
marks were no longer evidence of suffering,but signs of glory
which served to ldentify tne Savior,and strengthen the faith
of the fainthearted apostles. :

To pe sure, material wounds and blemishes will not be
found on the glorifled bodies of the saints,because they
will be raised in power and glory,free from all sin and

corruption. Tnere 1s no doubt uvnat the individual personality
of the saints,after 1t has been freed from sin,will serve
as an identification of tne glorified body.
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Thus we can understand how brokenhearted Mary,weeping at
the tomb of her Master,suddenly recognizes the risen Savior
when he calls her by name.The personality of the living
Jesus flashed before her mind.Immedlately the gloomy clouds
of Good Friday are dispelled by the bright rays of the Sun
of Easter morning.

At another occasion this personality of Jesus manifested
itself in the presence of two disciples while they were
observing the manner in which he"took the bread,and hlesséd it,
and brake it,and gave it to them!(Lk.14,30).

The objection has been raised that it would not have been
difficult to identify Jesus with whom they were intimately
acquainted,but that it woulé be more difficult to recognize
those with whom we are not so well acquainted.This objection
may be answered by the event which took place on the Mt.of
Transfiguration(ﬁk.Q)Whera the three Apostles evidently
recognized Moses and Elias.

Another matter of importance pertaining to the resurrected
bodies is that they will have the abllity of assuming a visible
and an invislible form.The resurrected body of Jesus possessed
this power. Here we are reminded of a most remarkahle incident
which occurred on vhe first Good Friday when'the graves were
opened,and many of vhe bodies of the saints which slept
arose, and came out of tne graves after His resurrection,and
went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.(Mt.27,52ff.)"

One of tne most interesting testimonles that the body
will rise and ithat it will on the last day possess the same
humn qualities and the same pesrsonality,we find in the
various passages which refer to une actions of the resurrected

bodies. We shall quote a few of such passages for illustracion.

L R
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Rev.l,7:"Every eye shall see him and they also which pierced
him,and all tne kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him!
Rev.20,12:"I saw th. dead,small and grggg,sfand before Godl
Mt.25,44:"Then shall they also answer him saying:Lord when
saw we thee hungered or athirst-----and did not minister unto
thee?" Also V.37ff.
Mt.12,41:"The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this
generation and shall condemn it?!
Also V.42:"Tne queen of the south snail rise up in the judgment
with tnis generation and shall condemn it!

Thus tnc very actions typical of a human being will be
noticeable on the day of judgment and remain an essential
part of man throughout eternity.

Scripture gives us very little information about the
nature of tue resurrection body of the wicked. It seems teo
be pretty we.l establisned that tne chief characteristics
will be identity,entirety,and immortality. Their bodies will
not be giorified nor will vheir sins and weaknesses be taken
from them. They will be provided with bodies fitted to suffer
forever as St.Peter asserts(2 Pet.2,9):"The Lord knoweth how
to reservc tne unjust unto tne day of judgment to be punishedl
Paul writes 2 Thes.2,9:"They shall be punished witn everlasting
destruction from the presence of God and from tne glory of
his power! Jesus himself adds uvune terrible description:"There
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth(Mt.24,51)! Togethex
witnh tue devil all unbelievers shall be cast into thne lake
of fire"and the smoke of their torment shall ascend up forever
and ever,and tney shall have no rest day nor night(Rev.14,11)"

According to ILk.1l6,24,tne rich man in hell crys for deliverance,

because he is suffering unspeakable torment.
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What makes the tragedy of the condemned all the more
terrible is that they will never be freed from these torments.
Their Immortal bodies and souls will prevent them from
ending their misery.They must live to suffer and die eternally.
Thus the resurrection of the unbelievers 1s a resurrection
unto eternal death and everlasting damnation.

Today Christ wapns all men and pleads with them(Mt.7,13-14):
"Enter ye in at the strait gate:for wide is the gate,and
broad is the way,that leadeth to destruction,and meny there
be which go in thereat;because stralt is the gate,and narrow
isithe way,which leadeth unto life,and few there be that find it!
And again he declares(Mt.22,14):"Many are called,but few arem%ﬁﬁéenﬂ

‘On the basis of these passages men have tried to compute
the number of souls that will be saved and lost. Calvin,for
example ,held that about 20% of humanity would be saved,and
the rest lost.To that we reply:Such a mathematical procedure
is entirely against the spirit of Scripture. According to
Christ's Word we are to strive to enter in at the straitgate,
instead of trying to pry into the secrets of that which has
not been revealed.

The writers of Scripture have given us greater detaill
and a better description of the resurrected body of the
believers. Augustine has given us the following brief summary
on the basis of Scripture:"rhe body of the blessed will not
only not be thus as it is now,even in its best condition,
but not even thus as it was before the Fall. Our first parents
would not have been compelled to die,had they not sinned,
but’ even then they needed nourishment as men who had no

piritual,but natural earthly bodies?#

s
Synodical Report,Middle Dpistrict,1886.p.52.
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Here the vemerable church father has named one of the main
characteristics of the resurrection body. It wil} be a spiritual
body. As such it will be immortal and incorruptible.The proof
we find in 1 Jn.5,13:"Ye that believe on th. name of tngSen
of God have eternal iifel Héwevef,a change must take place
in uhe"‘s’/f " the material body before it will become fitted
for eternal iife. In 1 Cor.l5,44,Peul distinguishes between
thﬁ”ﬁmﬂ’hplh”Which is the natural body and which is joined
to tne soul in this lite and theh:ulrnmrm)f "which is the
spiritual'body,the glorified resurrection body of tne saints
whicn will be free from all weekness and no longer subject
to change. Tne first body becomes weary and requires rest and
reirreshment. After 70 or 80 fleeting years 1t wears out
completely and becomes a prey or death. Tane natural bodily
functions must discontinue in the future life,"because flesh-
and blood(our material .sinful body) cannot inherit the kingdom
of God! Our vile bodies which today depend upon food and drink,
rest and sleep shall be changed to become like unto Christ's
own glorious body which is no longer subject to any physical needs.
In tne future life sexual relationship will also cease
to exist.Christ declares:(Mk.1l2,25;1k.20,35.)""When they rise
from the dead they neither marry nor are given in marriage?
This passage docs not prove that sex distinction will be :
abolished.We are rather inclined to think thet 1t will remain
fo. tnekake of retaining tne true pessonality or the saints.
St.John the Divine gives us a most remarkable vision
of tne future glory in Rev.2,14:"God shall wipe away all tears
from tneir eyes,and tvhere shall be no more death,neither sorrow
nor crying,neitner shall there be any more pain,for the former

things are passed away?
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Tne body will no lionger be subject to weakness and fatigue,
put tnat whicn nas bsen sown in weakness shall be raised in power.
Tt seems to be implied that all pnysically derormed,the lame,
tne cripples,tnose who have been deprived of certain members
of their body,the blind,the deaf,and all those suffering from
physical and mental defects will be restored to perfection
and beauty.Thus Paul writes( 1 Cor.l5,42-43):"It is sown in
corruption;it is raised in incorruption;it is sown in dishonor;
it is raised in glory! We msy be sure that there will be nothing
in the future life to prevent any of the saints from tk» full
enjoyment of the blessedness of heaven.

Nor will our bodies be limited to time and space,but as
real spirits and yet possessing a body,"we shall be caught up
together to meet the Lord in the air,and so we shall ever be
with the Lord.(l Thes.4,17)%

Jesus describes the heavenly glory which all the saints
will enjoy in the féllowing words (Mt.13,43) : "Then shall the
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father!
Our glory will unquestionably be similar to that glory with
which Jesus was transfigured in the presence of his three
disciples'when his face did shine as the sun and his raiment
was white as the light(Mt.V,?).“

The bodies of all saints ﬁill be equally incorruptible
and impassible,but there will be degrees of glory.Paul declares
(2 Cor.9,6):"He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly,
and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully?

Just as in this life there is a difi'erence between the
flesh of beasts and of man,and a noticeable dictinction between
the glory of the plannets,between the sun,moon,and stars,;ust
so in the resurrectlion there will be degrees of divine glory
among the saints.(l Cor.1l5,39ff)"




(38)
As in this life every graln of seed brings forth its
peculiar kind of plant,thus in the resurrection there will
be a glory peculiar to each of the saints of God.(l Cor.l5,36ff.)
Finally St.Paul refers to the spiritual body itself as
standing in a contrast to the natural body. The first Adam
had only a natural body,one that soon bacame subject to
corruption; the second Adam,Christ,who is the"Lord from
heaven"shall clothe us with the image of the heavenly.(l Cor.l5,49)
Paul does not say that our body will be a spirit,but
that it will have spiritual attributes. The bodies will be
heavenly in as far as their attributes will be heavenly.No
doubt we shall retain the same physical organs,but their
purpose will be changed.(So Luther Vol.IX,122.)Thus we will
see God with our physicel eyes as well as with our spiritual
eyes. Our hymns of praise will flow from the same lips and
tongue which we are using in the Lord's service today.
Unfortunately all 1llustrations from nature which have
been employed to make thils doctrine clearer and more.reasonable
have thelr weskness and dare not be pressed beyond the point.
of comparlison. Spring may be called a type of the resurrection,
but it is in faet merely a faint resemblance of the same.OQur
bodles which are placed into the graves are absolutely lifeless,
while the seeds which have been sowed are not actually dead;
although they must decay, they have a germ of life which
produces a new plant as soon as these seeds come into contact
with the warmth and moilsture of spring.
And again,the same seed which has been planted does not

reappear,but a new plant and new seeds are reproduced. In the

resurrection of the dead the same -body which has been burried
without such a resurrection germ will be brought forth out
of the dust of the ground.
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In the reawakening of nature we have an excellent
illustration of God!'s omnipotence,but even then we cannot
understand how the resurrection will take place.To be sure,
the resurrection is no greater miracle than the creation of
heaven and earth,nor will it be a greater miracle than the
destruction of this great universe. -

Paul'!s comparison(Phil.3,21)that"Christ shall change our
body,so that it shall be like unto his ownjdare not be carried
béyond the point of consideration. Our glory will be of the
same nature,because"we shall see him as he is!but the degree
of Christ's glory far exceeds ti® glory of the saints.

The words of Jesus(Mt.22Z,30)¥YWe shall be like the angels)
also have their pecullar point of comparison. In so far we
wlll resemble the angels that we will partake of the same
glory and happiness and cease leading a maritel life,but we
willl retain our true body while angels remain merely spirits.

In speaking about the glorified body Hodge argues:"Our
bodies will retain their human form, because an essential
change in the nature of the body would mean a change in the

internal constitutionl#It certainly is true that man's body

Christ appeared in human form after his resurrection seems

to indicate that we will retain our human form in the future life.
The ridiculous argument of Origin that the future body will

be globular, because the sphere is the most perfect figure,
requires no refutation.s#

Another indirect proof that we will retain the human form
which we possessed at the time of death we find in Rev.20,12
where St.John expressly declares:"I saw the dead,small and great,
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stand before God! Therefore,we are inclined to believe that
only that which belonged to the body at tle time of death
will be restored. Deformity is the result of sin and not a
part of the essence of man.

Augustine becomes ridiculous wheh he says that all matter
that has ever entered the body willl be restored in the
resurrection body.# Scoffers have taken advantage of this
E;ii;-;;;-ﬂave objected that such a resurrection body would
never be recognizable.However,it seems that we can be reasonably
sure that in heaven we will find both small and great,young
and old,with their own peculiar stature of body,but free from
corruption and weakness.i# |
----- g;;ipture has revealed nothing as to whether there will
be racial distinction in heaven. If race difference 1is the
result of sin,it will be done away with entirely. Referring
again to Christ'!s resurrected body, it would seem that the
color of the skin would be .such that it would correspond to
the shining brightness which will be reflected from the bodies
of the saints. However,at present this must remain an open
question for us.

Still another problem of dispute which we would like to
solve ,but which Scripture leaves unsnswered is:What means of
communication and intercourse will be employed in the future
life? To owr limited minds 1t seems that a language will be
used. This viewpoint seems to be verified in Rev.19;6:"I heard,
as 1t were,the voice of a great multitude and as the voice

of many waters and as the voice of many thunderings saying:
Alleluja;for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth;let us be glad

and rejoice and give honor to him; for the marriage of the Lamb
e =
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is come,and his wife hath made herself ready! Scripture no where
informs us as to the kind of language that will be employed,
and although some theologians have suggested Hebrew,the language
problem must remain an open question.

Paul himself in a state of ecstacy,when he had been
caught up into paradise"heard unspeakeble words,which it is
not lawful(possible)for man to utter(2 Cor.1l2,4)! It was no
doubt a heavenly language which has not bpeen revealed and
which we cannot learn to know in this 1life with our limited

understanding.

Thus,many questions may arise which are closely related
to the doctrine of the resurrection and which God has not
answered,because he knows full well that at the present
time our limited reason is not able to comprehend them.

Our dear heavenly Father has merely revealed a few dim rays
of that heavenly splendor,becausse as frail,sinful mortals
we could never fathom those glories"which God has prepared
for them that love him!

We know that the three disciples on the MT.of Transfiguration
feinted and became as dead men in the presence of the glory
of Christ. We may rest assured that even greater splendor
shall be revealed when God shall return as judge, and when
heaven and earth shall flee from before his presence. While
such glory 1is far beyond the human intellectual powers at
the present time,we shall then be clothed with the-same kind
of celestial beauty.Christ will then take us to our eternal

home where we will enjoy the perfect bliss of heaven forewver

and ever.
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According to the Scriptures no man can deny this
blessed doctrine and consistently remain a Christian.At
times doubt may arise as to the nature of the resurrection,
as was the situation at Corinth,but that wvhich we cannot
understand,although God has revealed it,we must accept in
humble faith. After all, this teaching is a part of divine
revelation which we"earthlings"can never fully comprehend.

As Christians we have the certainty of faith which finds
a firm foundation in the Immutable Word of God that also our
bodies will be glorified on the Last Day. Our hope and sure
confidence rests upon the Word of God which cannot deceive
us when it assures us:"Whosoever believeth in him shall not
perish,but have everlasting life(Jn.3,16b.)"

Let us ever be mindful of Paul!s testimony(Rom.8,11):
"If the Spirit of him that raised Jesus from the dead
dwell in you,he that ralsed up Christ from the dead
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that
dwelleth in youl

In view of such a blessed future,let us join the great
Apostle in his triumphant exultation(l Cor.l5,55.57) :"0 death,
where is thy sting? 0 grave,where is thy vietory? Thanks
be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord

Jesus Christ!
Finis.
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