Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship

5-19-1930

The Doctrine of the Resurrection According to the New Testament

Gustav Gehlhar
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_gehlharg@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

b Part of the Religious Thought, Theology and Philosophy of Religion Commons

Recommended Citation

Gehlhar, Gustav, "The Doctrine of the Resurrection According to the New Testament" (1930). Bachelor of
Divinity. 696.

https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/696

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.


https://scholar.csl.edu/
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv
https://scholar.csl.edu/css
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F696&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/544?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F696&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/696?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F696&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu

The Doctrine of the Resurrection according to the New Testament.

A thesis _
presented to the faculty of
Concordia Seminary
St.Louis,Mo.

by
Gustav F.Gehlhar
in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree
of

Bachelor of Divinilty.




The Doctrine of the Resurrection according to the New Testament.
Outline. 3
I.It 1s a fundamental doctrine of the Christian Faith.
A.Definition
l.False views-2 denial
2.Scriptural view.
a)Reproduction of the body acc.to form and substance.
b)Reunion of body and soul.
c)Scripture knows of only one bodily resurrection-work of a moment.

B.Found in the 0ld Testament.--All Gospel promises presuppose ete;%ga 1if

C.Very prominent in the New Testament.
l.Taught by Christ.
a)He is the author.Rom.4,24-25;14,9;1 Pet.l,3.
b)He demonstrated its possibility.
aa)On himself.(The firstfruit)Ilk,24,46;1 Cor.1l5,20-23.
bb)On others.(Nain,Lazarus,Jairus! daughter)
2.Taught by the apostles.
a)The Gospels. 17,32,
b)The Book of Acts.Peters and Paul!s sermons:4,33;10,40;13,30&33;17,32.
23,63;24,15.Resurrections of the apostles:9,39;20,12.
c)The Epistles. Corinthians and Thessalonians.

D.It belongs to the basis of Christianity. 1 Cor.l5,14-19.If not true:
l.0ur faith is vain.Christ is not risen.Apostles false witnesses.
2.No difference between man and beast,believer and unbeliever.
3.,No judgment--man may live as he pleases--death ends all.

E.Believed and accepted by the Christians of all generations
l)Mertha.Jn.1ll,24.

2)The general opinion.(Sadducees erred)lt.22,29.

3)Even ierod thought that John had risen.Mt.l4,2.

4)01d Testament believers.

5)New Testament Christians

IT.The Author of the Resurrection.
A.The Trinity.
1.The Father.l Cor.6,14. 2Cor.4,14;2 Cor.l,9.
2,The Son as God-man.Jn.6,40&54;1 Cor.l15,21;Rev.1,17-18.C0l.1,18,
a)Especially the word of Christ.Jn.5,25-28. Lk.8,54.
b)The voice and trumpet of the archangel. Mt.24,31;1 Thes.4,16.

III.The Objects of the Resurrection.

A.All mankind-universal.Jn.5,28-29.Mt.24,31. 2,15,
a)Useless for the wicked to try to escape.Mt.24,30;2 Tim.4,1l;Acts 24,15.
b)The Christians long for it.Tit.2,13;Rom.7,24;Hebr.11,16;Phil.3,21.
c¢)Those then living will be changed in a moment.l Cor.l5,51-52.1 Ths.4,1

IV.The Time of the Resurrection. :

A.Determined by God-certain.Mt.24,36cs;Acts 17,31. e
B.When the last elect has been saved.Mt.24,14. 15,2,
C.Suddenly and when least expected.Mk.lS,56;Mt.24,27.42;25;13;1Ths.5;2-
D.Visible signs of the approaching event.Mt.24,29;Mk.13,25.ReV.1,7.
E.First the dead rise-than all shall be changed and taken.l Ths.4,}5ff-
F.Chiliasm is not taught in Scripture. Lbﬂiy-
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V.The Purpose of the Resurrection.
A.For the Trinity.
l.Judgment.Jn.12,48.Mt,11,22;2 Cor.5,10, #
2.Manifestation of God!'!s omnipotence.Mt 10, 28. iz, 70,
S.Manifestatlion of God!'s righteocusness.Lk. 14 14;Nt.16,27;2 Cor.5,10.
4,Manifestation of God's wisdom.Paradise regained forever.
B.For the Unbeliever.(To receive eternsl punishment)Mt.25,46
C.For tuae believer.(To enter eternal iire)lt.25,46. - sveteat:
D.Only a resurrected body may pasrtake of future b;iss and punishment.

VI.The Nature of the Resurrection Body.
A.Identical with the earthly body.l Cor.1l5,53.
l.Acc.to form.Personality is not to be changed.
2.Acc,.to substance. Phil.3,21.
a)Jesus wounds aftesr resurrection-signs of giory.
b)Mary recognized his voice.
c)Eiijah and Moses recognized on tuae Mt.of Transfiguration. Zev
3.Tuey will have vhe power to assume an invisiple and a visible form.
a)Cnrist-Resurrection Story.
p)Those wno rose on Good Friday and appeared to many.Mt.27; 52=59
4,The resurrected bodies will have human guaiities and charaeter st;cs.
They will hear,speak,move;rejoice,wish,mourn evc. Mt.25,44; 12,flff.
Y144
B.A spiritual Body. #
l.Bodies of unbeiievers not glorified-retain weakness.,
a)Immortal and incorrcuptible,
b)Provided witn body fit to suffer forever.2 Pet.2,9;Mt.24,5l.
c)lore condemmed than saved.Mt.7,.13.
2.Tne believers receive a gloriried body.2 Cor.5,1ff.
a) Immortai and incorruptible. 1 Jn.5,13.
b)Natural bodily tunctions discontinue.l Cor.l5,50.Phil.3,21.
c)No sexual iife.Mk.12,25=-27;Lk,.2u,38.
d)Free from sin and its consequences.l Cor.l5,42ff.
aa)No pain-impassible forever.Rev.21,4.
bb)No faivigue or weakness.l Cor,l5,42&435.
cc)No derormity,but perfection.l Cor.15,42.
dd)Not limited to space or time( a real spirit)l Thes.4,17.
e)Contrasts and comparisons.
aa)Glories of tne plannets.l Cor.l15,40.
bb)Distinction in flesh of animais.l Cor.l5,39.
cc)Wheat producing a glorious plant.l Cor. 15 36.
f)Like Chsist!'s body.Phit,3,2131 Cor.l5, 48-49.
aa)Not in degree.(because he is God)
bb)But in kind.l Jn.8,2.
g)Like tne angels.Mt.22,30.
aa)Partake of- the same glory.Ummarried.
bb)But retain a true body.
h)Furtner details about tne glorified body.
aa)The size and stature.Rev.19,5:Great and small.
bb)Race distinction.Doubtful.
cc)Language.Means of communication.Doubtful.
dd)The joy of heaven.Eternai home.
3.0ur certainty of receiving a glorious body.Jn.5,16;Rom.8,11;
1l Cor.15,55.57.




The Doctrine of the Resurrection according to the New Testamant.
I.It is a fundamental doctrine.

The doctrine of the resurrection of the body is a teaching
peculiar to the Christian religion. We need only to investigate
the world!s religious history in order to be convinced that all
other religions know nothing about such a resurrection,

We know that the old Greeks and Romans had thair remarkable
ideas about a fubture existence. They supposed that the souls
of the departed were ferried across"the great stream"to the
land of shadows where they would meet with the most horrible
phantoms and monsters. Even the mast religious-minded heathen
was terrified at the thought of such a future. The heathen writers
give evidence of this dread when the& speak of the shadowy
drenm—life.of even the best heathen as far less desirable than
the condition of the most abject and miserable creature in
this life.

Some of the most enligntened ancient heathen hardly ventured
to supnose a future life probable. At the time of his death
Socrates is recorded to have said:"Death is either an eternal
sleep or the transition to a new life,but in either case it is
an evil."Plato conjectured that the soul existed before life,
and therefore expressed the hope that it might continue to exist
after death.(See Weber and Perry:History of Philosophy.p 72.)

The Stoics for a grest part denied any future existence,and
as a result justified and advised suicide whenever life might
become unbearable. Pliny goes so far as to consider the very
thought of a future life vain and selfish. Celsus,the heathen

philosopher,ridiculed the idea as useless,absurd,and even impossible.
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These same ancient heaynen opinions we i1ind today clouhed
in uvne garo of religious iiberalism and modernism.liodern
panctheistic theology ignores the docurine of une resurrection.
It even reruses to admit the existeznce of une soul arter the
dissolution of une body.Its exponents consider the race;,as such,
immortai,but not une individuat.According to Prof.James of
Harvard University modern science considers the sou. a mere scream
of thought.The modern rationa.ist rejects the tunought ot a
future immortaiity,because to him it is beyond experimental proof.

Some leaders of modern thought assume the existence of a
future life for vhe sake of convenience.Thus Elbert Russel of
Duke University makes ithe statement:"The needs of uhis life

require the expectation of anoihes after death.Since there 1is

no convincing reason that the be.ief is false,I find myself
petter and happier to hold it among my working hypotheses!i
W.%.B.Du Bois,Edivor of the Crisis,writes thus:"My thought
on personal immortasity is easily explained:I do not know----
I have no know.edge of vhe possibilities or une universe,
and I xnow of no one who hasl#
H.%.Fosdick seems to surive f'or ampiguity in tne statement:
"T cannot myselr submit to the menval confusion,uvhe triumphant
irrationality or existence whe.e death finally is the victor
over allls

35 e = 2 e

Three above quotations i1rom S.Strong:We becliewve in Immortality.
_-_;£;; we find that modern science,modern philosophy,and
modern theology are entirely ignorant of a bodily resurrection.
while vhe toregoing quotaiions give evidence of denial and
unce.vainty in regurd to immortaiity,to say nothing of a bodily

resurrection,there are fortunately some woridiy-minded men
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who have a higher conception of immortality. Thus James Crowther
of University Temple,Seattle,makes the noble statement:"If
immortality is a delusion,it is the most inspiring delusion that
has ever possessed the human brest. It has wiped away more tears,
inspired more courage,radiated more sunshine,and kindled mocre
hope in dreary lives than any other expectation whatsoever.
I believe in everlasting life,because 1t is more credible than
any alternative whatsoeverl#
;;;;-éjégggng:wa believe in immortality.

Another noble sentimenit appears in Robert L.Téylor's:Oration
on Immortality:"If the germs of inanimste life burried beneath
the sod so surely respond to the silent command of summer,who

can doubt that man shall rise up out of the unconscious dust

into eternal life when God shall call? Can it be that the grass

and the Tlowers of the field are to be resurrected from the sod |

of the earth ,while men,for whom they were made,must sleep on

forever? Mt
--_ig-;; well to note that the above mentioned quotations are
all based on human reason. However,in considering such a question
as the bodily resurrection,we cannot depend on reason for reliable
information. We learn from Acts 17,32;26,24.that such a doctrine
is contrary to reason. Even the disciples of Christ at first
doubted the reasonableness of their Lord!s resurrection.

And yet the man who concedes the existence of an ommipotent
Creator must also concede the possibility of a bodily resurrection.

God's omnipotence has been revealed to all men.(Rom.1l,19)It is,
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As in this life every graln of seed brings forth its
peculiar kind of plant,thus in the resurrection there will
be a glory peculiar to each of the saints of God.(l Cor.l5,36ff.)
Finally St.Paul refers to the spiritual body itself as
standing in a contrast to the natural body. The first Adam
had only a natural body,one that soon bacame subject to
corruption; the second Adam,Christ,who is the"Lord from
heaven"shall clothe us with the image of the heavenly.(l Cor.l5,49)
Paul does not say that our body will be a spirit,but
that it will have spiritual attributes. The bodies will be
heavenly in as far as their attributes will be heavenly.No
doubt we shall retain the same physical organs,but their
purpose will be changed.(So Luther Vol.IX,122.)Thus we will
see God with our physicel eyes as well as with our spiritual
eyes. Our hymns of praise will flow from the same lips and
tongue which we are using in the Lord's service today.
Unfortunately all 1llustrations from nature which have
been employed to make thils doctrine clearer and more.reasonable
have thelr weskness and dare not be pressed beyond the point.
of comparlison. Spring may be called a type of the resurrection,
but it is in faet merely a faint resemblance of the same.OQur
bodles which are placed into the graves are absolutely lifeless,
while the seeds which have been sowed are not actually dead;
although they must decay, they have a germ of life which
produces a new plant as soon as these seeds come into contact
with the warmth and moilsture of spring.
And again,the same seed which has been planted does not

reappear,but a new plant and new seeds are reproduced. In the

resurrection of the dead the same -body which has been burried
without such a resurrection germ will be brought forth out
of the dust of the ground.
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In the reawakening of nature we have an excellent
illustration of God!'s omnipotence,but even then we cannot
understand how the resurrection will take place.To be sure,
the resurrection is no greater miracle than the creation of
heaven and earth,nor will it be a greater miracle than the
destruction of this great universe. -

Paul'!s comparison(Phil.3,21)that"Christ shall change our
body,so that it shall be like unto his ownjdare not be carried
béyond the point of consideration. Our glory will be of the
same nature,because"we shall see him as he is!but the degree
of Christ's glory far exceeds ti® glory of the saints.

The words of Jesus(Mt.22Z,30)¥YWe shall be like the angels)
also have their pecullar point of comparison. In so far we
wlll resemble the angels that we will partake of the same
glory and happiness and cease leading a maritel life,but we
willl retain our true body while angels remain merely spirits.

In speaking about the glorified body Hodge argues:"Our
bodies will retain their human form, because an essential
change in the nature of the body would mean a change in the

internal constitutionl#It certainly is true that man's body

Christ appeared in human form after his resurrection seems

to indicate that we will retain our human form in the future life.
The ridiculous argument of Origin that the future body will

be globular, because the sphere is the most perfect figure,
requires no refutation.s#

Another indirect proof that we will retain the human form
which we possessed at the time of death we find in Rev.20,12
where St.John expressly declares:"I saw the dead,small and great,
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stand before God! Therefore,we are inclined to believe that
only that which belonged to the body at tle time of death
will be restored. Deformity is the result of sin and not a
part of the essence of man.

Augustine becomes ridiculous wheh he says that all matter
that has ever entered the body willl be restored in the
resurrection body.# Scoffers have taken advantage of this
E;ii;-;;;-ﬂave objected that such a resurrection body would
never be recognizable.However,it seems that we can be reasonably
sure that in heaven we will find both small and great,young
and old,with their own peculiar stature of body,but free from
corruption and weakness.i# |
----- g;;ipture has revealed nothing as to whether there will
be racial distinction in heaven. If race difference 1is the
result of sin,it will be done away with entirely. Referring
again to Christ'!s resurrected body, it would seem that the
color of the skin would be .such that it would correspond to
the shining brightness which will be reflected from the bodies
of the saints. However,at present this must remain an open
question for us.

Still another problem of dispute which we would like to
solve ,but which Scripture leaves unsnswered is:What means of
communication and intercourse will be employed in the future
life? To owr limited minds 1t seems that a language will be
used. This viewpoint seems to be verified in Rev.19;6:"I heard,
as 1t were,the voice of a great multitude and as the voice

of many waters and as the voice of many thunderings saying:
Alleluja;for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth;let us be glad

and rejoice and give honor to him; for the marriage of the Lamb
e =
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is come,and his wife hath made herself ready! Scripture no where
informs us as to the kind of language that will be employed,
and although some theologians have suggested Hebrew,the language
problem must remain an open question.

Paul himself in a state of ecstacy,when he had been
caught up into paradise"heard unspeakeble words,which it is
not lawful(possible)for man to utter(2 Cor.1l2,4)! It was no
doubt a heavenly language which has not bpeen revealed and
which we cannot learn to know in this 1life with our limited

understanding.

Thus,many questions may arise which are closely related
to the doctrine of the resurrection and which God has not
answered,because he knows full well that at the present
time our limited reason is not able to comprehend them.

Our dear heavenly Father has merely revealed a few dim rays
of that heavenly splendor,becausse as frail,sinful mortals
we could never fathom those glories"which God has prepared
for them that love him!

We know that the three disciples on the MT.of Transfiguration
feinted and became as dead men in the presence of the glory
of Christ. We may rest assured that even greater splendor
shall be revealed when God shall return as judge, and when
heaven and earth shall flee from before his presence. While
such glory 1is far beyond the human intellectual powers at
the present time,we shall then be clothed with the-same kind
of celestial beauty.Christ will then take us to our eternal

home where we will enjoy the perfect bliss of heaven forewver

and ever.
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According to the Scriptures no man can deny this
blessed doctrine and consistently remain a Christian.At
times doubt may arise as to the nature of the resurrection,
as was the situation at Corinth,but that wvhich we cannot
understand,although God has revealed it,we must accept in
humble faith. After all, this teaching is a part of divine
revelation which we"earthlings"can never fully comprehend.

As Christians we have the certainty of faith which finds
a firm foundation in the Immutable Word of God that also our
bodies will be glorified on the Last Day. Our hope and sure
confidence rests upon the Word of God which cannot deceive
us when it assures us:"Whosoever believeth in him shall not
perish,but have everlasting life(Jn.3,16b.)"

Let us ever be mindful of Paul!s testimony(Rom.8,11):
"If the Spirit of him that raised Jesus from the dead
dwell in you,he that ralsed up Christ from the dead
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that
dwelleth in youl

In view of such a blessed future,let us join the great
Apostle in his triumphant exultation(l Cor.l5,55.57) :"0 death,
where is thy sting? 0 grave,where is thy vietory? Thanks
be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord

Jesus Christ!
Finis.
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