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10.
Cephas, also called Simon Peter. The risen Savior had
appeared to Peter on Easter Sunday, sometime before the
disciples of Emmaus returned to Jerusalem in the evening
to tell the apostles and otiher disciples of thne Savior's
appearance to tnem. It is impossible to fix the exact
time of the appearance to Simon more definitely tnan this.
This is after all only a minor matter. The important fact
is that taru this appearance of Christ to him, Peter

became an eyewitness of tne Lord's resurrection.
b. Twelve Disciples

The next witnesses mentioned by Paul are "The Twelve."
He is referring to the appearance of Christ to the apostles
on Easter evening and evidently also to the appearance on

the following Sunday. He uses thne ters "The Twelve" more

or less as a proper name, by which he designates' "the
college of Apostles, without exact regard to number." 1)
Actually there were only ten apostles present the first
time. No one had as yet been elected to take tne place

of Judas Iscﬁariot; and Thomas was absent from tais
gathering on Easter evening. In narrating this appearance
St. Luke speaks of "the eleven and those with them."

(Lk. 24,33) So evidently a number of other believers

had come together here with the ten apostles. It was on

1) Expositor's Greek N. T. Vol. II. p. 920
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this occasion tnat Christ proved to tne disciples one
time after anotner, that he was the very same person who
had lived among them before His crucifixion which had
occurred only two days ago. He appeared in their midst
thru locked doors, He spoke with them in the same familiar
voice and said: "Peace be unto you'!"™ He showed them
the scars in his hands, feet, and side, He asked them to
touch His boay, in order to prove to themselves, that He
Wwas not a spirit. He ate #%roiled fish and some honey
before taem, and finally, He explained thne Scriptures to
them, and showed them how all the events of the past few
days,ggg to occur in order "that tne Scripture might be
fulfilled." (Lk., 24, 36-48; Jn. 20, 19-23) On that
memorable evening thnese ten apostles received indisputable
proof of the resurrection of taneir Savior. All of thnem

later on boldly testified to this fact. They indeed were

eyewitnesses of Christ's resurrection, second to none.
Surely it would be contrary to the reason of every thinking
human being, and especially obnoxious to the learned Greek
thinkers to discount the testimony of such reliable wit-

nesses! No, the witness of these men was positive proof

of the Lord's resurrection.
¢. Five Hundred at one time

Paul now comes to that appearance of the risen Christ,

At no other

made before an assembly of over 500 disciples.
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time of which we know did Christ appear to so many people

at one time. The Savior's resurrection was not "a thing

done in a corner," Acts 26,26. It was not an event witnessed
by only a few individuals, whose senses of perception may

have deceived them. On the contrary, hundreds of persons

Who had known Him personally before His deatn now saw the

VEry same Man after He had passed thru "the valley of the
Bhadow of deatn" and had broken the fetters of the tomb.
Christ wanted the fact of his resurrection firmly established,
and to achieve this end He exhibited Himself to this large
gathering. Most likely this is the manifestation on a

mount in Galilee, the appearance which the angels had promised
the disciples on Easter Sunday (Mt. 28,7,10, lk. 16,7, Lk.
24,6) and which Christ Himself had foretold on the night

of His betrayal (Matt. 26,32). True, liattnew, in describing
this scene, mentions only "tne eleven." But the presence

of a larger assembly is implied in the words: "But some
doubted." It is hardly plausible that any of the eleven
would still have doubted at this time for they had seen

the Lord at least twice already after his resurrection,

8ix of them had seen Him not less than three times, and

for Peter this was at least the fifta appearance (Jn. 20,

24,26; 21,2,14; Lk. 24,34). The Expositor's Greek N. T.
states: This was the culminating manifestation of the

risen Jesus, made at the general gathering to which His
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brethren were invited in a body." 1)

The overwhelming testimony which these people bring
to the resurrection of Christ is emphasized by Paul when
he says of them: "The greater part remain unto this
present, but some are fallen asleep", (v.6). Most of
these people were still living and gladly testified to
and praised God for all the things that they had heard
and seen." (Lk. 2,20) A man would have to be insane to
insist that tnese more than 500 men were deceivers or that
they tnemselves had been deceived and deluded. The eye-
witnesses to the Savior's resurrection are gradually

forming an unbroken line of irrefutable testimony.

d. James

The next witness brought to the attention of the
€orintaians by Paul was James, who was evidently honored
by a special appearance of the Lord Jesus (v.7). This
may either have been James, "tne elder" or "tane younger",
also called "the brotner of the Lord." It is hard to
decide because this is the only passage which mentions
the revelation to James. It possibly is James "the brother
of the Lord," since James "the elder" had been executed
already before Paul wrote this letter. One might expect

a reference to his death if the latter was meant. Which-

1) p. 920
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ever of the two it was, this James had special corrotora-

tive evidence of Christ's resurrection since he had evidently

seen Him alone, even as Peter had.

€. All Apostles for the last time at Ascension

Now in verse 7 Paul again mentions the apostles as
eyewitnesses of the resurrection of Christ. This time he
especially says all apostles, for "Paul was presumably,
aware of the aksence of Thomas on the occasion of verse 5.“1)
the firet appearance to the apostles on Easter evening.
This was not the manifestation on the Sunday after Easter,
(In. 20,26) but rather thne last meeting of Jesus witn the
apostles just before He ascended to heaven (Acts 1, 6-12).
Evidently Paul hus listed the appearances of Christ in
chronological order, for he constantly uses ,£1I'£LF¢( and
£?rd - Since this appearance to the apostles is the last
orie mentioned, btesides the one to Paul himself, it must

have been an appearance to all of them after the other

appearance mentioned here, after Christ's meeting with

James and with the 500. The only one of this kind known
to us is the appearance just before the Savior's ascension
into heaven. On that Thursday he once more was visibly
present among the men who wexre to spread the Gospel of

His vicarious suffering and death and of His triumphant

resurrection, into all the world. One final opportunity

1) Expositor's Greek N. T. Vol. IL p.921
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was given them to behold their Savior, to converse with
Him, end to walk together with Him. Thus they corroborated
their former experiences. They made sure that their senses
had not deceived them, but that the man with whom they were
Speaking was the Christ with whom they had lived for three
Jears, and whom they had laid in a grave only six weeks
before. There was no longer the faintest shadow of a
doubt in their minds as far as the fact of Christ's resur-
rection wae concerned. They knew He was alive, and no

One would ever be able to convince them of the contrary.

f. Paul himself

Paul closes this list of eyewitnesses with the words:
,’Es)fdiap E moaviwr :L.G/zrysz‘ 7:{5 EKFyuiﬂdI't
& 704,4.7 Kaf,aM’ . Altho Paul wes not one of the Twelve
Apostles, altho he had not even seen the risen Savior
during those forty days after His resurrection in which

He appeared to His friends, yet he counts himself among

the eyewitnesses of Christ's resurrection . And rightly
80, for the glorified and risen Redeemer appeared to him
in a special revelation, at the time when He called him to
te His apostle. Christ was seen of him &Gﬂ—'sy sl-\ 'E‘;?'
gk rsh L(,I/d AT L, ’,EK'FJ‘W/HO( is an abortion, an untimely
birth, "an unfit and repulsive creature brought into the

world before the proper time." 1) Paul cells himself an

1) Kretzmann - Popular Commentary, N. T. Vol. II. p. 161

i
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abortion "in contrast with those who, when Jesus :appeared

to them, were already brothers or apostles, alréady born

as God's children into the life of faith in Christ." 1)

Thus Paul also qualifies as a reliable eyewitness of Christ's
résurrection. 1In verses 9 and 10 he now makes a brief digres-
sion &nd speaks of his unworthiness, his inadequacy, his
incompetence for the office or work of an apostle. Eut by

the grace of God, he says, he nas been able to accomplish

more than all the other apostles. Now in verse 11 he draws

& conclusion from the foregoing statements.

Etzs .3, E/w’ eire tKebrie, oSrws k7ﬁ4050/‘"
IM; 0oV Ews t e z—ulefas z E, Paul means to say:
Now it does not make a particle of difference, whether L
have preachned the fact of Christ's resurrection to you
or whether this was done by one of the other apostles.

We all preach the very same thing. We all have seen the

risen Savior with out own eyes and this fact we have

preached to you as the truth. And what is more, you
yourselves have believed it, o v Z wS ;‘7546’—'8“:54’8 :

You have accepted our testimony because you found it unas-
sailable.--The Corinthians did not doubt the fact of Christ's
resurrection in the least. It would have been folly for

them to deny it, because it was too definitely established.

Too many eyewitnesses of Christ's resurrection were still

living! ©For Paul wrote not more than 25 years after the

1) Kretzmann - Popular Commentary, N. T. Vol. II. p. 161

.
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event itself. The fact of Christ's resurrection rust
stend, because the testimony of these eyewitnesses is wh-
impeachable !

In spite of the fact that the Corinthian Christians
firmly believed that Christ rose from the dead, thewe were
BoMe who persistently denied a geneial resurrection of the
dead. They discredited this doctrine altho they did not
dispute the fact of Christ's resurrection. Such a position
conflicte with Scripture as well as with the fundamental
laws of logic. It was a contradiction, Paul goes on to
show but one of which they evidently were not aware. Paul
thexrefore says to them: "Now if Christ be preached that
He rose from the dead, how say some among you, that there
is no resurrection of the dead?" Your attitude surely is
not only unscriptural, it is not even consistent with clear
thinking !--Paul now proceeds to show them their error,
pointing out to them in the following verses what precarious

implications their position involved.

B. Proof from the dangerous implications which would
follow from the supposition that there is no

resurrection from the dead

l. Christ is not 1isen

The apostle would say to the Corinthians: DNow let us

Buppose that you are right when you say, there is no resut-=
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Téction from the dead. What must logically follow from this

Supposition? First of &ll that the doctrine concerning

Christ's resurrection is false, that Jesus did not rise
from the dead.--If, as they ins'iat. no one will be able to
rise from the dead on the Last Day, then they must of
necessity also reject Christ's resurrection. They dare not
make an e€xception in His case. If resurrection is impos-
sible for all it is impossible for Christ, since He died
88 & true human being. Surely the Corinthians were not
ready to admit this, as we have seen. If on the other
hand t'ne,,: accept Christ's resurrection, thney cannot, if
they remain consistent, deny the final resurrection of

the body unto life. His resurrection proves not only

the possibiliity, but, as we have already noted and shall
see still more clearly later on, also the certainty of

the resurrection of the body unto life eternal. Or as

the Expositor's Greek N. T. Vol. II. states this :fact:

"Ifllgg is risen, the axiom AVdG z6LS o4k Fsrsv is
disproved, the spell of death is broken, and Chriet's

rising carries with it that of those who are in Christ." 1)_.
This first conclusion which Paul draws from the supposition

of the erring Corinthians is the basis for the remaining

8ix deductions which he now makes. He repeats his statement

in verse 16 in order to "emphasize the argument that the

1) p. 923
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Christian faith in the resurrection rests not on philo=-

Bophical theory, but on historic fact." 1)

_2. Our preaching is vain

If Christ did not rise from the dead, k:v;r %(Po( zo
K’;'P “VMA 4 v , "then is our preaching vain."
The Corintnians should realize what this means for Paul.
If Christ were not risen, then Paul had worked under a
false hope the entire latter part of his life! His
Powerful sermcns, his arguments, his encounters with his
enemies would have been in vain! [KEves signifies empty,
void, unsubstential. A4z yso used in verse 17 means in-
effectual, frustrate. In his preacning Psul would tioen
have "become as sounding brass, or a tinkling (clanging )
cymbal," (I Cor. 13, 1). There would have been no substance
to his sermons. They would have had no effect on the
people. But the Corinthians themselves knew what great
things Paul's preaching had done and was still doing for
them. Of all men, they would be the last ones to admit that
it had had no effect on them, that it had been in vain.
Yet, Paul's argument is, if they deny the resurrection of
Christ, they must accept this statement, they must believe

that Paul's preaching, and that of all the other apostles

as well, is vain.

1) Pulpit Commentary, I. Corinthians, Robertson-Plummer,

pP. 484
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3. We are found false witnesses of God.

For years Paul and the other apostles had openly
testified to Christ's resurrection. Now if the Corinthian

critics are right, their a;;itude would be an attack on

the Character and truthfulness of the apostles. The latter
would not only be "deluded fools, but tricksters and im-
postexs" 1) gg well. E';ft«aﬁa:a £/« "we wouldibe found,"
i.e.discovered, proved to be, set forth in shame a s
}”"”‘/’/“;ff‘-‘ %°fs "false witnesses of God,because we have
testified of God that He raised up Christ: whom He raised
not up, if so be that the dead rise not," v.15. Paul could
use this argument with the Corinthians because they knew
that he was sincere and & man of his word. They would not
think of celling him a liar! Yet that is exactly what they

would have to do, if they denied the resurrection unto life.

4. Your faith is also vain

From the non-existence of the fact Paul now.deduces
the unreality of the effects derived from it. The Corin-
thians accepted Paul, they rejoiced in the messag he preached
they comforted themselves with the forgiveness of sin and
the hope of eternal life. If Christ, however, did not rie

from the dead, then their faith is based on a falsehood,

& lie, a delusion of man and hence it is worse than useless.

1) Kretzmann - Popular Commentary, N. T. Vol. II. p. 161
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*Your faith is vain," v. 14, 17. Such a vain faith will

not accomplish anything for the Corinthians, no matter how
sincere they are, nor how firmly tney believe the promises
of the Scriptures. Not only the article of the resurrection
from the dead, but the entire fabric of Christian doctrine
collapses if Jesus Christ did not rise from the dead as

¥as prophesied. If Christ was not raised, the Carinthians'

Whole faitn, their entire hope of future glory falls to the

ground.

5. Therefore ye are yet in your sins

The natural result of = faith based on a delusion
1 > 3/ > A c / < A
would be: °Ez: Yers v T ALS A UL T L bS v wl,
"Ye are Yet in your sins," v.17, for faith is essentially

trust in the forgiveness of sins. The Scriptures indicate

no other way by which we may obtain forgiveness of our
sins, except thru the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. By promising to raise Christ from the dead, God
had given us a sign by which we could determine whether
Christ's suffering was sufficient to save us, whether His
sacrifice was a acceptable to His Heavenly Father or not.
If God therefore did not raise Christ from the dead, He
must not have been satisfied with Christ's work of redemp-

tion. Then Christ did not atone for all sins, and hence

for none! "Can you not grasp this, my dear Corinthians?"

You can

Paul would say, "Then you are yet in your sinps.




no longer be Christians and trust in a risen Savior for
forgiveness. The full burden of your sin is resting upon
you, crushing you. And there is not the slightest pos-
8ibility that you can even lighten this load of lead, with
no thought of removing it altogether." What misery! They
are to draw their own conclusion: Paul and the apostles
are true witnesses; we are redeemed believers; "on both
accounts it is certain that Christ has risen, and there-

fore that there is a resurrection of the dead." 1)

6. Those who fell asleep in Jesus died in a vain

hope

Not only the living, however, but also the dead, who
died in Christ, are in their sins if the story of Christ's
resurrection is a fable. "Then they also which are fallen
asleep in Christ are perished," v.18. Paul refers to their

relatives who had calmly fallen asleep in Jesus, but who

died in a vain hope, if the contention of some of the
Corinthians was right. Their sins are then unforgiven.
They are perished. But this the Corinthians did not be-
lieve. On the contrary, they were persuaded that their
loved ones who had preceded them in death were saved.

They could not imagine that those who had firmly trusted

in their Lord Jesus for eternal life, and had passed over

1) Expositor's Greek N. T. Vol. II. p. 924




23.

into eternity probably with a smile on their lips and
Joyful expectation written on their faces, that they should
have been disappointed in their hope. To be lulled to
sleep in this way when faliing into ruin would indeed have
been venity, as much as Paul's preaching and the Corinthians
faith, if Cnrist were still in His grave. /‘1«1:.:;5;75,
vanity, means that which is devoid of truth and apro-
priateness. No, tuis could not be! Their fate was not
that of perdition. The Corinthians were certain their
loved ones had fallen asleep in Jesus and that their
sleep was tunat tlessed sleep

"From which none ever wakes to weep;

A calm and undisturbed repose,

Unbroken by the last of foes." (Luth. Hymnal No.

540, v.1l)

7. We are then the most miserable of men

Paul states the last disastrous result of the sup-

position advanced by some Christians of Corinth in these
5 ’

words: £1 %y Tw jwf; TAsT Yy Tr )(Ju.am:'} 4gATLHIEES
7 Vi ’ / 2 ’
EGuty povev, 2 éctroTef ot TedvEwr AYwarrwr
;."6,« tr, ~.17. A twofold interpretation is here possible,
depending on the translation. The authorized Version trans-
lates these words: "If in this life only we have hope in

Christ, we are of all men most miserable." Luther also

’ ’ > A 4 4
seems to connect the w«oroy with v Ty _fw” ToAVT

altho one can give the second interpretation to his trans-



