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Our thsme 1lsads us immadiately into the dreat field of ohristian doc-
trine,  but limits the source upon which we are to base our dissertation,
to but one book and one writer of Holy Writ, namely the book of Acts,
whose inspired author is none other than Luke. Upon a mere glance at
our subject, the question might present itself: Are we really justified
in treating the book of Acts from a doctrinal view-point? Is not Acts
one of the historical books of the Bible, and as such, would we not ex-
pect to find history rathsr than doctrina? The historical nature of Acts
is not to be denied,. but,. "It would bs a mistake to affirm that action
elone is found in the Acts, and doctrine alone in the Epistlss. There is
teaching in the former and thers is action found in the latter. Mhat is
maant is,. that these features predominate <=- action in the Acts, and l
doctrine in the Epistles. In both,. however, it is the Lord Jesus by His
spirit through His chosen agents who psrforms all." (1) §e need but tarn
to ths opsning chapters of our book, and there we rsad Acts 2,42: "And
they continued steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship."

Thus we se2 that it was doctrine or instruction which served to establish
and confirm the early christians. In fact,. "any attempt to sdify without |
instruction, a knowledde of the truth and doctrine as the basis is neith- |
er in accordance with the example and command of Jesus, nor with th
practice and principles of the apostles,. and is therefors nnavancel cal. =(
In the very history of the early church as it is rslated in Acts, we

find the principles of christian doctrine 1laid down and confirmed, for

all that was said and done was based on the Lord Jesus and- His teaching.
Hence the scholarly Weiss says: “"According to this description,[namely

of the early churon] the chorch gathered around the tsach1ng of the.
apostles (which was indesd only the continuation oqﬂprootamatlon of

Jesus) just as the steadfast following of Jesus,: for the purpose of
continually hearing his teaching, was, during the lifetime of the Messi-
ah, the sign of enduring discipleship.® (&)

That the book of Acts merits a thorough study from the vienpolnt of
christian doctrine, could hardly be emphasized in mors convincing words
than those of our honorable Dr. Martin Luther.: Luther sums ap the doc-
trinal velns of Acts in the following words:- ,Das Buch soll man lesen

1) Outline Studies in the Acts and Epistles by: ¥2*G.Moorehead.p.18.:
2) Sochaff Lande, "Commentary om Acts™ p,.52.: 198
8) B.Weiss "Bibliocal Theology of the New Testament".Vol.I,840,p.188.-

-



(2)

und ansshen, nicht wis wir stwa gdetan haben als hastte St. Lukas derin
allain die eigensen, persochanlichen Werke oder Geschichte der Apostel ge-
schrisben, zum Exempsl guter Werke order guter Lsbens .c..... soniern,
darauf soll man merken, dass St.Lukas ait diesem Ruch dis ganze Christsn-
heit lshrt bis an der Welt Ends, das rschte Hauptstusck christlicher
Lehre nasmlich wie wir 2112 muesssn gsracht warden,allsin durch den Glau-
besn an Jesu Christo, ohne alles Zutnn dss Gesstzes odsr Hilfs unserer
Werke. Darum treibt er auch so gewaltid nicht allein dis Predigt der
Apostel von Glanben sondern auch dis Exempel und Geschichte solcher

Lehrs wis dis Heidsn sowohl als dis Juden allein durchs Evangelium ohne
Gesetz siad gerscht worden. Derum diss Puch wohl moscht heissen sine
Closse usber die HEpistel St. Pauli. Denn das St.Paulus lehrt und treibt
mit Wortsn und Spruschen aus der Schrift, das zeidt hier St. Lukas an

und bowsiszt os mit Exsmpsln und Geschichten.” (4)

This should indsed bs sufficisnt to show us that Acts is a book wmell
desarving of our sincere and sarnast considsration of its doctrinal con-
tont. However, not a little in the line of destructive criticism has
been writisn on Acts, all of which is entirsly unfair and unjust, having
bsen found to be without foundation and without proof. Onbslisving crit-
ics have held that Acts is a merse tendsncy writing. Others adain have
held thet thes whole work is of a conciliatory naturs, thus having as its
aim to conciliate the "opposing" factions of Petsr vs. Paul. Qur aim in
this mork shall be, to present Luke's stand on the main heads of chris-
tian doctrine and et ths same time, to show that his teaching is wholly
in harmony with the other Naw Tsstament writsrs. As was statsd in the
opening words of our thesis, the source on which we shall base our dis-
cussion is solely and specifically,: the book of Acts. It is therefors
selfevident, that when limitsd to one spscific book of the Bibls, not
every dsteil in ths field of chrisfian dootrine can bs trsated. In ac-
cordance with the limitation of our thems, we shall therefore present
the doctrinel content of Acts just as it is found in the book itself.

For the sake of convenisnce and order we shall treat the doctrinal
content of Acts under the following outline:

4). C.: Mueller:pGuthers Auslegung der Heiligen Sohrift."” S.447.
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1. With respect to ths doctrine concerning God Acts doss not offer as
much material as perhaps do many other books of the Rible.' Rut even gg
this subject we find statements which contain some very important troths.
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Acts 7,2: "The God of dlory appsared unto our father Abraham." Hers God
is spoksn of as O Bed¢ tTii¢ 36Enc. "These words contain a doctrinal
statement which is of wide application, and which distinctly @sfines the
position assumed by the speaksr. All that God is, in Himself -- all His
acts -- and 21l the modss in which s manifests Himself, bear the im-
press of His dlory, that is of absolute dreatness, power and majasty.‘ﬁis
nays ars porfectly free and entirsly beyond the control of any crsature.
Ho can reveal Himself wheresoever He will, and is not restricted to any
spot in creation, to any country, city or building (such as the templs)
eeeeeses Man is easily carrisd amay from this truth by a csrtain centrifuo-
gal force, and begins to concsive of Godl as if He were in a certain man-
ner bound to soms finits objsct. It is thsrefors nscsssary to lay stress
on the absolute glory of Cod in ordsr to counteract those dslusive limi-
tations of Him who is infinite." (5) Even mors definitely is the omhipres-
ence of God brousht out by Luke in Chepter 17,27: "That thay should sesk
the Lord, if haply they might fesl after Him, and find Him,. though Hs be
not far from svsry ons of uns." Luks's stand on the omnipresence of God is
confirmed by St.John, chaptsr 14,23: "Jesus answered and said unto him,.

If 2 man love ms, he will ksep my woris: and my Father will love him,” and
we will come unto him, and maeks our abode with him." The sams truth is
emphasizsi by St.Paul, Eph.1,23: "Which is His body, tha fulness of Him
thet filleth all in ell." o
The infinity and omnipressnce of God is again clsarly brought out in Acts
7,48.49: "Howbeit the most High dwellsth not in temples made with hands;
as saith the orophet, Hsaven is my throne, and sarth is my footstool:
what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is ths place of my
rest?" Furthsrmors, Luke dsclarss that the omnipresence of God is ths
causa 1iridens of the world, Acts 4,28: "For to do whatsoevsr thy hand
and thy counsel determined before to be donms."

2." Luks clearly teaches that Cod is thes creator of the world: Acts 4,
24: "Lord,thou art God, which hast mada” heaven, and sarth, and the sea,
and 'all that in them is." —— "When the believers prayed thsy were sup-
ported by their faith in the omnipotence of God, who mads heaven and
earth. This article of feith appears to many to bs sxosedingly trivial;
navartheless it is one of the original and fundamental truths of revela-
tion from which faith continually dsrives new strendth ani consolation.
The last book of the Scriptures, the Apocalypse, givss special promin-

5) SchafP-Langs, "Commentary on Acts", p.118.




P ——— —

(5)

ence to this truth, which is revealsd and illostrated in ths first book
of the Bible. As truth is an undivided whols the componsnt parts of } ich
ars cssentially connesctad, no one article of faith can be undervalued
nithout affecting the intesrity of ths whole." (8) That the dscrse o
creation .is an essontial intornal act of Ged, is taught by Luke Aeté‘lﬁ,
18: "Xnown nnto CGod are all his works from ths baginning of the worli."
Acts 17,26: "And hath mads of ons blood all nations of men for to dmsll
on all the face of the earth and hath istormined the %imes bsfore appoint-
2d and the bounds of thsir habitetion." In this doctrine Luke stands in
perfact harmony with the other New Testamant writers. St.Paul writes in
Col.1,15: "For by him wers 2ll thinds creatsd thet are in heavan, and
that ars in sarth, visible and invisible, whsther thesy be thronses o?bﬁﬁh-
inions, or principalities, or powers: all things wmers cresated by himf“;nd
for him." Likewise St. John substantiatss Luke in his dcctrins of crea-
tion, Rev.10,5: "And swere by him that livsth for sver and ever, whé “ore-
eted hsaven,end the things that therein ars, and the sarth, and the
things that therein ars, and the s8a, 2nd the things which ars therein,
that thers should bs time no longer."

In spite of the fact that Luke doss not give us a host of passagss
which rafer dirsctly to God, yat, in those wmhich he furnishes us, he is
clsar and dafiﬂita, and his tsaching is in complste -harmony with ths
otasr New Testamani writers.

IT1.

Ws shall procs=i to ths nsxt point in the ordsr of our ontline, wgfgh
js CHRISTOLO3Y.. On this subject cur anthor offers us nc little amounﬂZbr
matsrial.

1. The first thing to bs considered under ths subjsct of Christolody,
is the doctrine as to the person of Christ. WHe thsrefore ask: Doss 5255
call Christ God (6ed¢)? Hsre we must ansmer, No, Luke does not expressis
verbis term Christ @cb¢; but indirsctly, he clsarly tsachss the deitg of
Christ. Asts 2,%6: "Thsrefore let all the house of Israsl know assurs 1y
that God hath mede thet same Jcsus, whom y3 have crucifisd, both Lorff nd
Christ." Hhat hava we here othsr than 2 proof of Christ's d2ity? Wé”ﬁive

8) SchaPf-Lengs: "Commentary on Acts."™ p.8i1.
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here the contont of all chrisiian prsaching: Jssus Christ, true God and
man, crucifisd and rssurrscted, ounr Lord and Savior. Agaian in ¢.2,33
Luke writss: "he hath shed forth this which ye now ses and hesar.” To this
passags Luthsr remarks: sNun spricat St. Pstrus hisr: Jssuas von Naéﬁ%gth
ist dsr Mana, dar dsn fHsiligen Gesist ausgiesst, odsr dess glsich sgu£'31
ist: Jesus zar Rechten Cotiss ernosht, ist Goti von dem der Prophs *5051
gesagt hat,dess sr von scinexm Csist ausgissssn wmerde. Pemit zaugt er,
dass Jasus von Nazareth wshrer Got: ssi." (7)  apd again Luther says:
oDer Xetzsr Arius hat das nioht kocansa zusammezrsimen: dass Christo® zo-
gleich wehrsr Cott und Measca ssi, dass cr scll von siner Jungfran ngaz-
€en s3in, soll auf Erdsa stehsn, gshen, ssssn, trinksn, schlafsn, wachsn,
schwitzsn wis sin andsrer Meansch; und scll dennoch in Iax wohnsn dis
ganze Fuelle .der Cotthsit lsibhafiig. Absr hier steht dsr Tsxt, Josl
sagt: Jesus von Nazarsth habe ©s getan. Darum muss Jssus von Nazarstih,
Variean Sohn, wahrer, smiger Sott ssin.” (8) Thus Luther ses in the'above
passagss 2 clcar statsmsnt, tsaching ths dsity of Christ. On anothsr oc-
casion [Lukz ascribss to Christ such qualitiss as clserly indicate Hié‘de-
ity, s.g. : 3,14: "But ys denisd thes Holy One and ths Justa"  "With re-
spsct to ths psrson of Jesus, Peter describss Him as the holy and just
Ons, that is, not mersly guiltless, as contradistinguishsd from Barabbas
ths criminsl, out in 2 positive ssnse, perfectly noly and just, as wel

" in rslation to Bod, (&ytoc) as in reletion to men (dixatoc). And ‘doubt-

lsss hsrs too the definite article tTdv dytov is of wesight, and has Evsn

a doctrinel significancs; for it indicates a csrtain psculiarity not else
waere found, and ex?%gs Jesus in a2 moral andi rsligious respect, above the
wnols human race." Guite in accordance with Loke on this. point, is
also ths tsstimony. of Mark, Mark 1,24: "I. xznow thss wmho thou art, ths
Holy. Ons of GSod." So also St. John confirms the words.of Luke, 1 John
2,20: "But ye have an unction from the Holy. Ons, and ys know all things.
Egually. in hérmnny is the tsaching of Luks on this point with that of
Matthew, Matt.27,19: "Havs thou nothing ito do with thai just maq.““bika-éi
wiss Matt.27,24: "I am innocent of the blood of this just persom.” . .
B.Kkeiss points out that in Acts 11,25.24, Jssus is callsd xvpto¢; in

7) Luther, St. Louis XIII, 2083.
8) Luther, St. Louls XIII, 2088.
8) Schaff-Lange: "Commentary on Aots." p.88.



1,21; 4,33; 11,20; and 15,11 He is callsd Kdptog’ Insobc, as °?18 Je-
hovah Himsslf is named, hencs Lonks tsaches ths dsity of Carist."” 20) So
also Acts 9, 13 and 14: "And Ananias answered and se2id, Lord I have hsard
by many of this man how much 2vil he hath dons to thy saints at Jerusalem
And hsrs he anath anthority from the chisf prissts to bind all that call
on thy nams." "It is an important christological point that when Ananiss
answers, hs terms the disciplss of Jasus not only ofl: &xixalobuevor Td:
évoud oov (v.14), but also ol ‘dytol:cov (v.13). In the Sepiuagint, and
hers, also, émixahefofar (mid)  Jwoua is ths Gresek phrass for D7) ¥} .
Hsrs ths fact is statel es ons wsll known, that ths Christians cell on
Jssus, or, addrsss praysrs to Him, as the Israelites of ths old covenant
addresssd Jeshovaa. And whsn Anzniss dsscribss the christians es the
seints of ths Lord Jessus, hs adain smploys an sxprsssion mhich in ths old

covenant could havs retfsrencs to Jshovah alone. If Christ has His saints,.

the statsment of the fact itsslf,. ascribss divins honor to Him. Both con-
ceptions, ol &mixalobuevor Tdv Edptov and ol dytot abtoh, are of such
a neturs as to indicats the Deity of Christ."” (11) Quits in accordanmce
with this lins of ardumsnt we have anotasr statemsnt, Acts 9,35: "And :°
2ll that dwslt at Lydda and Saroan san him and turnad to ths Lord." "Ths
convsrsion to tas Lordi" is nothing 1sss than anothsr tssiimony to ths
- Dsity ot Charist. 1In Acts 15,19 Luke osss ths words éniotoépesty Enli TOV
Kbotov rafsrring to ths coavsrsion of the hsathsn. Now if faith in Christ
is a conversion %to ths Lord,. thsn Christ's Dsity,. His divine naturs and
dignity are most naturally presuppossd. For ths word émtotoépetv indi-
catss such 2 turning to the Lord so that one's entire faith and trust is
placed in Him, to ¥hom ons turas. Hsnce, Christ must be trus God other-
miss such convsrsion to Him would bs mere idolatry. ot
Luks also shows that Christ doss such thinds as only God can do. Acts
'15,9: "And pnt ao difference bstwesn us and -thsm .purifying our hsaygélby
faith." Now if Christ purifiss our hsaris and gives us stsrnal salvation
Hs must csriainly bs no One lsss than trus God. Adain in Asts 20,28 ws
rzad: "Taks a h2zed thersfors unto yoursslvss and to all the flock over
ths which thes Aoly Bhost has made youn overssers, to fsed ths charch of
God which He hath purchased with His own blood." On this text Luther com-
ments: "This is surely a clear tsxt from which follows without all com-
tradiction that Christ our Lord,. through whose blood ths church was pur—

10) B.‘ Weiss: "Biblical Thsology of the New Testemesnt".- 8 89,p.180.:
11). Schaff-Landgs: "Commentary on Acts.” p.170.
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chased, is Gol to whom ths charch belongs. For hs says clsarly: It is Cod
who through His blood,. has won ths church, and whoss own the church is.
Sincs now, as we have heard, the psrsons ars distinct and it still is
nritten hsrs that God Himself through His blood has purchassdi ths Church,
thersfors the conclucion comes with great forcs that Gol has His own
blood mhich Hs has shsd for His church, that is,. thet Christ ounr Savior.
is trus God, born of ths Fathsr from etarnity ghsrsafter also by ths
Virgin Mary in tims bscoms a man and born." .

Although Luks has not s2id ia so maay words that Jssus is God, nsver-
thslass hs has divsa ns sufficieat statsmsnts, which, nhen summarized, a-
monnt to ths sams thing. Tha complatz harmony of Acts with the other Nem
Testamsnt books on ths doctrins of ths Pesrson of Christ has promptesd
Schmisdsl to weits: " A representation of Jesus so simple and in such
sxact adrssment with the impression left by ths first fthrss Gospsls is
nomasrs slss %o bs found in ths whols Nsw Tsstamsnt." 2

9aving not3d what the Acks tslle us concsruning the Daity of Christ,
ws shall now direct our attention %o the othsr phass of ths person of
Carist, namsly, His humanity. Althoush the passadss in Acts on this point
ars mors limited in numbesr, nsverthslsss, Luke d0ss not lsave us without
2 word on tais subjesct. Tn spits of ths divine dignity and sothority ....:
which Luks assidns to Christ in ths Acts, hs consistsntly refsrs to Him
in terms of humanity, as to On= who had bssn, whils upon serih,:a man a-
mond men.: "It cannot be said that any spsciel strsss is laid oa his hu-
man nzturs. The time had not yst coms when it was nscassary to smphasizs
9is trus manhood ovsr adainst Docstic or Gnostic tendsnciss. If some
slight smphasis is to bs dstsctsd, it is dus rathsr to wondsr that Ons to
whom so much honor is assidnsd, throudh whom so much is sxpscisd,. was Ons
mith whom the disciplss had bsen on familiar terams. This is suddssted by
the frequency with which the simple namt Jesus is used (thres timss as
ofton as ths titls "Chrisi") oy ths reitsrated dssignation "Jesans the
Nazarasan", and by the smphatic dssignation which occurs more than once -

- 'This Jesus 4id God raise up" (Acts 2,32.35). It is 'Jesus' whom Stsph-
en sess staniing at the right hand of God (Acts 7,5P), and 'Jssus' who
sﬁeaks to Saul from heaven. It was in the fact that St. Pstsr andi St.

John had bsen companions of 'Jesus' that the msmbsrs of ths Saqhedr;g
found some sxplanations of, thsir voldnsss and powsrs of speech (Acts 4,13
It was in tha name of ‘Jssus' that they taught (Acts 4,18), and in ths

12) Gitation from Luther in Kretzmann's Commentary,vol.ZI.N.T.,p.582.
18) Hasting’s Dictionary of ths Apostolic Church.. p.179.:
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sam3 name that they wronght miracles. In 2ll this wes ses thes tokens 5? ﬁ
vary sarly torm of Christolody; one moreovsr which wonld bs very diffi-
cult to account fori sither as %hs invention or as ths rscollsction o?’a
latsr dsnsration.”

At ths occasion of ths convarsion of Panl,  ws have ths folloming .
nords, Acts 9,5: " [ am Jesus whom thon persscotsst." From thesz woris
it is clsar that "Jesus aopsarsd to Paul oersonallv in kis gloritféﬁﬂbor-
porality, 2s trus man, as ths same& .Jssus, who dnalt on sarth, an@,who
nsverthsless spesarsd at this tims from hsavsn in divins dlory. 1s fact
bsars witnsss to the abidind humanity of ths glorifisd Redeemsr and to -
His glorifisd corporslity.” (15) Tn Acts 17,61 Loks tsstifiss guits
clsarly to the true hamanity of Carist: "Bscsuss hs hath a0001nte5 2 day
in the which hs will judds ths world in righteousnszss by that man méﬁm he
hath ordainsd whsrsof hs hath divan assuraancs unto 2ll msan ian that hs
hath raissi him from ths dsad." This passads is proof both of Christ's
divinity and of His humanity. "Two features of the psrson of Jssus
Christ ars dspicted -- Hs is describsd as man,. & membsr of ths humen
racs, and sabjact to dsath (£x vexodv), and as ths judds of the worli:
to this offics He was appointsd by CGod,: who has also,. by raising Hﬂgﬁzrom
ths dsad, orssentsd Hix to msn, as ths objsct of thseir implicit faith.
But if God will hsrszeftsr judde the world ia ths psrson of Jssus Christ,
it follows that Christ is not msrely man, but also tras Qod.“‘igl Eﬂm
his stand on the humanity of Christ, Luks is substantiated by Panl 1 Tim.
2,h.6.: "For there is ons God ani one Mediator bstwssn God and men, ths
man Christ Jesus, wno dave himsslf a rensom for all, to bs testifisd in
due tims." So also Mark 15,39: "Iruly this man wmas the Son of Goi," and
John 13,31: "Now is ths Son of man dlorifisi.” :

2.: The Acts is not silsnt evsn on such a mattsr as Christ's dssceat
to hell. Although we have but ons main refersnce to this fact ws cannot
pass by without devoting a fsw words to this point. Luke writes Acts 2,. Z
31: "Hs seeing this befors spake of the resarrsction of Christ,. that his’
gonl was not lett in hsll, nsither his flesh 4id sss corruption.” "Luke
assigns a gresat dsal of importance to the fact that Jesus hed subjscted
Himsslf truly and fully, but not abidindly to ths law and necessity of
death. A2 too had been in that state of transition which intsrvenes bs-

14) Hasting's Diotionary of the Apostolic Church.vol.I,p.179.180.°

15) Sshaff-Langs: Commentary on Acts.. p.165.188.
16) Schaff-Landge: Commsntary on Acts. p.328.:
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twsen tsrrestrial life ani the resurrection-life of stsraity, and thus
all %hat bslonds %o human nature was manifssted in His psrsonal sxperi-
sncs;- the raisind up of Jesus on ths other nand was a victory the mors
dscisivs sinos He had Himself fully and unconditionally sntsred into hs
state oi ths dsad. The particular snd which was in visw,  whan he dsscend-
sd to the placs of ths 43ad was latsr clearlv~ravsaled."(1q) Thus also
doss St. Psisr testify 1 Pst.3,19: "By which:also hs went and oraachsd
unto ths spiriis in prison." As Luks tsstifiss to the exaltation of
Christ in His descsnt to hell, sc also doss St. John confirm thes sams,.
Rev.1,18: "I am He that liveth and was dsad; and, bshold, I am aliﬁgrfor
svermors, Amsn; and have ths keys of hsll and death.”

3. Ths n=sxt christolodical point in the orisr of our prsssntatLQn is,
the vesurrection of Christ. dsre adain the Acts furnishss us nith mosi
valuabls tsstimony. Luke writes that the Apostlss wers nitnesses of ths
Lord's rssurrsction, Acts 2,%2: "This -JJesus hath God raissd up, whsrsof
ws all ars wnitnessss." Tt was imoossible itnhat their ssnsss dsceivs Rem
tor thsy snjoysd ths comvany. of their rissn Lord and rsceived from H;m
thsir spscial commission. Ths absoluts sursty of our Lozd's rssurr=ct10n
is also %o us, wmho olace our hoos and taith in ths rissa Savior,’ % ‘Sourcs
ot grsat comfort and consolation. In ths sams chapisr Luks wmeitss, qué.
"¥hom God hath reissd up, having loosed ths pains of dsath: because it
was not possibls that he should bs holdsm of it. Here Luks plaianly tssti-
ties that God nad raised Jesus from the d4sad, heving trinmphsd over ihs
pangs of dsath, which was not abls to hold Him captivs. Hers too th= -ts
is suoportsd and confirmed by. ths other Nsw Tsstament bocks. Peul wr1t=s
@Gal.1l,1: "by Jesus Christ ani God ths Fathsr who raised him from ths
.Asad." So alsoc Pstsr, 1 Ps%.1,21: "Kho by aim do believe in God thst
raissi him from ths dead.” Likowise Vatthsw, Matt.17,2%: "And tha?‘%gall
kill him, and the third day hs shall bgs raissd again." /e

Again in Acis 1,,.2’ our author writss: "To whom also hs showsd hlm-
self alive aftsr ais vassion by many intallitle oroois." ‘BsglnnLQQw“Spm
the baptism of John unto that sams day that he was teksn np from us must
ons bs ordainsd to bs a witnsss with us of his resureection." "Christ
showsd Himself to the apostlss alive. This circumstance iniicatss ths
high importance of the resurrsction with rsspsci to our faith. The fact
that 9e lives is ths orinciols of lifs -- ths opunctom salisms o ’gﬁr1s-
tianity: it is ths main supoort -- the hsart of all christian faith,

17) Schaff-Langs: Commsntary on Aots. .48,
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charity and hops. Ths resurrscticn atiastsd ths persoa and crowned th
work ot Jesns; i% constitutes tha tfoundation of the christian faith. Not
only was it originally ' the grsat and prseminsntly dlorious fact of ths
history of rsdsmption in ths cyes of the first disciples, but i} s still
ragarded in that licgn%t by all bslisvers. Whet rssults couli ths 1nc:;;;-
tion ot God or ths crucifizion ot Jesus havs producsd without thi;ugghur-
rection from ths 4sad? Ths resurrsction of Jesus still atfords a test in
our day, whether in =sssaniial points an individual is in bondage £0 unbe-
list, or whsthsr he offsrs his homage to the trus faith. He who cannot
prevail on himsslf %o rscsivs the fact sf ths rasurrsction of Iasusziom
the 4sad in faith, has not yst sven in a gansral sense acguirsd é"“”;géet
knowledss of the Soa otf God for hs doss not know the living “hrist o (18)
In accordancs with what Luks smphasizss concsraing the r=su*rsct1on,ﬂ9aul
writes in 1 Cor.15,14: "And if Christ bs not rissun, then is our nraach—
ing vain, and your faith is alsc vain." Thus also Bstsr mritss, 1 Eat 1,5
"Blesssed bs ths Cod and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,: which acco ding
to his abundant msrcy hath bsgottsn us again unto a lively hops by ¢ 8
resarrection of Jssus Christ from ths dsad." Again in Acts 13,30.31 Luke
strsssss the resurrsction: "But God raissd him from ths dead; and he was
sssn many days of them which came up with him from Galilss to Jerusalsm
who are his witnssses unto tas psopls." "The full importance of ths rs-
surrsction of Jesus for the christian faith must svsr be kspt in mind
gince it is fundamsntal for ths undsrstanding of Christ's reismption.uhns
tirst proof which Paul brings for ths resurrsction is ths tsstimony of
ths syswitnessss. Jssus was ssen many. days by thoss that had traveled
with Him from Galilss to Jsrusalsm,. who were now kept busy bsaring wit-
ness of that fact to ths psopls. Bscause of the csrtainty of this miracle
not only the sysmitnsssss, but also ths orssant spsaksr and Barnabdgmgére
oringing their hearsrs ine Gospsl nsws, that tas promiss given to ths
fathers God had tunlfilled for thoss that wsrs pressnt,. thulr ch11§ran in
this fact, that Hs raised.Jesus from ths dead. And in case the evsnltness
ss wers not dsemed sufficisnt by them,. Paul brings oroof from Scriptars.
There wsre ths. words of ths sscond Psalm: "Thou art my. Som, to-day. havs I
bsgotten thss." Ae was ths oaternal Som ot Cod, in full posssssion © ster-
nal life. It was 1mpossible for Him to remain in death; He must arise and
give funll axnrsss10n to ths lifs that was His from sternltv.“(is) —ts

TIf we had nothing mors than what Acts furnishes us on the resurrsction.

18) Schaff-bange: Commentary on Acts.’ p.23.°
19) Kretzmann®s Popular. Commentary,vol.I,: N.T.p.599..
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of Jesus Christ, our knowlsdds would bs complsts &s far as thse 5;;::21;13
are conc3arnsd.

4. Hgving notsd what Acts reveals concsrning the resarrsction d%y%nr
Savior, ws shall nom s35 what cur book has to say abont His ascansion.
devs again, Luke 40ss not fail to maks a dsfinits rsovort of %this fact.
Acts 2,32: "And whon hs hai sooksn ihsss things, whils thev'bshali}éﬁs
mas taksn up; and a cloud recsived aim out of their sight.” Ths anaé%ies
radavriedi ths ésc.n31on as & fact of ¢grsat importance for all,. ani.diaﬁﬁot
fail o nrcclalm the sams as such. Luks wishes 10 smphasizs that tha as=

cension of the Lord was no frand or dccepiion, nsithsr an optical slnsi-
on,. but = plain historical fact wanich is not to bes doubted. Lnk='s“%§§2rt
is in harmony with ths Gospels, tor Si. John writes Joam 5,62: "What f and
it y= shall sez ths Son of man ascsni up whsrs hs was bsfors?" So alsc
10 the Futsnlﬂs witnsss o ths tsstimony of Acts, HEph.4,10: "Ae that des-
scsndsd is ths same also that ascendsd up tar above all hsavsns, that hs
misht f£ill all things", likswise Fph.4,8: "khsrefors hes saith, when hs
ascgnidsd up on hish ks had led captivity captive and gavs gifts unto
m3n. " Vark teo adrses with Luks, Mark 16,19: "So, thsan, aftsr ths Lord :-
hai spoken unto thsm, Hs wes escsived up into hsaven, andi sat on the
right hand ot God." Discussing ths ascsnsion of Christ, Dr. Hosnicks

weitss: ,Von dsr Himmslfahrt, ascesasio, rsdst dis Schrift zuwsilsn so
dass sis das 8itzsn zur Rechisn sinschlissst (And 2,%53.%4: ,Nun e{&ﬁarch
iis Rechies Bottss srhesht ist, und sapfancsn hat dis Vsrasissung dss
Heiligsn Zsistss vom Vaisr, hat sr ausdsdossen dies, das ihr sshst und
hosrzt. Dsnn David ist nicht den Himmel gefahrsn. Er spricht aber, ﬁﬁér
Herr hat gssadt zu msinsa HAsrran: Sstzs dich zu msiner rachtsn'.); geftsr
aber bszsichnet sis damit das sichtbare Aufscawsbsn gen Himmel allein
(Avg.1,9: ,Und da sr solcass gesagt, ward sr aufgshoben zusshsas,. uad
sine Wolkﬂ nahm ihn auf vor ihren Audsm wed'). Da? sfstara ist aséghSLO
late dicts,. das letztere ascsnsio stricte dicta.”

5. Christ,. the rissn Lord, who ascended into hsaven, will,: aacold1ns
to Acts, rsturn adain to judde the World. Acts 1,11: "“"This sams Jssos .

which is taksn np from you into hsaven, shall so coms ia like mannsr as

ye havs sesm him go into heaven." "Ths.sams Christ who:wsnt to hsavsn
will hereattsr rsturn; He who comes to judde ths living and ths daad, is
the Son of man, the Crucified Ons, ths sams who was moundsd for us, who
was dead, but is now alive forsvermore. The heavenly messengsrs bsar wit-
nsss to a thrssfold truth: He will return; He will return as ths sams;. s

20) Hoenicke's Dogmatics. vol.III,p.142.
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will return in like manansr as Ae went, i.s. visibly and in glory. The an-
gels maks no allusion as to ths preciss time of his coming, seven as He
Aimsslf had dsclarsd that ths tims and ssasons wsre sacrets belonging to
the Father alopa.'(zi’ Luks has ths supvort of Matthew alsc on thi no1nt
Viatt.25,51: "When ths Son of Vian shall come in Ais dlory and zall théaﬁﬁli
angsls with aim,. then shall hs sit upon ths throns of. his glory.” So‘%fso
2 Ps%.35,10: "But the day ot th3 Lord will coms as a thisf in ths night;
in tas which ths hsaveas shall pass away wmith a: drsat noises and ths éls-
ments shall mslt with fsrvsant hsat,. the sarth also and the works thazmgre
thsesin shall bs burnsd up." On three other occasions Luks spsaks qf our
Lord's rsturn to juddmsng, Acts %5,20.21: "And h2 shall send I#suglChrls+
waich bsfors was preachsd unto you: whoxm ths hsaven must receive antil
the tizss of restitution of all things waich Cod hath spoksa by thg"ﬁgath
of all his holy nrophets sincs ths world bsgan." That Christ is oridainsd
of G011 to bz HhAs juies, Luks testifiss Acts 10,42: "He is ordainsd of
Bod %0 bs ths Judds ot guick andi dsad." Adain Acts 17,31 Luks writss:
"3od nain appointsd a day in which Hs will judgs ths world in righisons-
nsss by that man whom He hath ordained.*

A. Ths sixth and tinal point to be considsred in discussing ths
caristological matsrial offersd us in Acts, is: Ths %ork of Charist, % 1s
Propnsi; b. As Prisst, and c. As Kind. On each of thess hsads Luksdﬁﬁés
not tail to givs us soms dcfinits word.

A. [Luke clsarly retsrs to the prophstic office of Christ, Acts 10 56
"Phs word which GSod ssat unto the childrsn of Tsrasl prsaching psacs by
Jssus Christ (hs is Lord of all)." "Pster dsscribss ths work of Christ
with grsat fulnsss, and in a very instruyctive mannesr. Hs assigns the
tirst olace to ths oroohsiic oftics ot Jesus. Gol has, hs says, nroelaim-
‘'ed p3ace through Jesus Christ; thus ths welcome messads of psacs, ths
ths mord or the doctrins of Christ is prominsntly presented; but hs men-
tions at ths same tims, the acts of Jesus or the bsnsfits which Hs con-
terred in hzaling ths sick and dsmoniacs. Ths act was in harmony with The
word; ths latter announcsd psacs and salvation, the formsr procursd sal-
vation and psace. Jesus,. he says, was an eminsnt Prophet in dseds and
works; Ais doctrine proclaimed saving truth, and whersver He nsrsona%}?
appsarsd, in ths whols country, He furnished stfsctual aid, rastoring “ths
sick to health and freeind those who droansd under ths tyranny of Satan
by which they wsere held captive. The act imparts new efticisny to ths

21) Sohaff-Lange: Commentary on Acts.: p. 16, "
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nord, insomuch that if Christ would csase to-day actually to bsstow rs-
conciliation,. salvation, . psace ani libsrty on souls that are bound, His
nord of the Gospsl would no londsr bs receivad in faith." g2 To showm
that Luks is in harmony with the othsr Nsw Tsstamsnit writsrs also as to
ths prophstic ottics ot Christ,: we nesd but nots what Matihem says Matt..
9,35: "And Jesus wsnt sbout all ths citiss and villagss,- tsaching in
their synagogduss, and preaching ths dospsl of ths kinddom, and healing
svsry sicknsss andi svsry dissass amond ths psople." Furthermors,: Christ
is pracissly %srmsd Prophst,. Acts 3,22: "For Mosss truly said unto ths
fathers, s Proohst shall ths Lord your God raise up uato you of your
-brsthren, liks unto ms; Hixm shall ys hsar in 2all thinds whatsoever He
shall say aanto vyou."

B. But ths Acts also vetars to the prisstly offics of Christ. ¥s bs-
lisvs thet Christ has rsndsrsd complats atonsmsnt for our sins, that He
. has rsconcilad ths world with God,: and still makss intsrcsssion for us
betfors ths throns of God. So alsc doss Luks fsach, Acts 10,43: "To him
give all ths oroohets witnsss that through his nams whosoever bslisvsth
in him shall rscsiva rsmission of sins." "Hers ths sacsrdotal office of
Christ is clearly indicatsd.. ivsryone,who belisves in Him, rsceives the
remission of sins through His nams. Ths rsmission of sins through His
nans, that is, throudh Ais osrson, whsn it is acknowlsdgsd ani confssssd,
nanistakably orssuoposss that He is psrsonally the Msdium through whom
divins drace and fordivensss ar?ag?tainad, or, in othsr words fHs is ths
Author ot this rsconciliation.” Quite in accord is ths teaching of
S8t. Paul, 2 Cor.5,13 and 19: "And all® thinds are of God who hath rscon-
cilsd us to 9imsslt by Jesus Christ, and: hath divsn to us the ministrifot
rsconciliation; to-wit that God was in Christ, rvsconciliad ths world“@@to
qimsslf, not impnting thsir trespasses uato them; snd hath eommittei“ﬁﬁto
us the word of reconciliation." Pster voicss the sams thought, 1 Bst.l,
18.19: "Forssmuch as ys know that ys wsre not rsdssmsd with corruptibls
things as silver ani dold,. trom your vain convsrsation vscsived by trad-
ition from your tathsrs; bui with ithe precious blood of Christ,.as of a
lamb without blsmish and without spvot." So also St. John,.1 John 1,7:
"Ths blood of Jssus Christ His Son, cleanssth ns trom all siun."

C.: #s tind that Acis also. ascribes. to Christ. distincily the oftice

of King. fAe is fing in a thres-fold kingdom: ths kingdom of powsr, drace,

and glory. Tais is clsarly brought out in Acts 10,36.38: "The word which

22) sechaff-Landa:Commentary on Acts.- p.2065,:
23) Sohaff-hLande: Commentary on Aots. ' p.=205.’
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God sent unto ths childrsn of TIsrasl, preaching psace by Jssas Gnr{g% (hs
is Lord otf all).. 33. Hom God anointed Jesus of Nazaveth with ths Holy
Ghost and with pomsr." To this passags, Dr. Hosnicke remarks:  Wis das
ovroohstischs andi hohsprisstsrlichs Amt, .so .verwaltst Jssus das kosnig-
licne Amt nach bsiisn Nsturen. Er usbt ss sus in dam drsifachsn Reich;
den resgnum potsntias, gratias st glorias nach Zsugnis dsr Schrift."(24)
Ths words mdviev xloto¢ and roithe &dvtav xal: vexodv could hardly ex-
press ths kingly office of Carist mors dsfinitely. Christ is the qui of
all msn, whsthsr J=% or Gsntils 2nd all ows fAix obsdisnes. Christ's
kinglom smbracss all mankind ovsr which As is ths Rulsr.  Christ ha$ bsen
apooinisd 4o bs ths judge of ths world, and as such, As is ths Jnides of
the livind and ths dsad, and of all thoss who shall yst bs born. Aisqhar
vstersncs to Carist's offics 2s Kind is mads in Ac%és 5,31: "Him hath God
sxalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Savior for to give re-
pentance to Israsl and fordiveness-of sims." Jesus is callsd 'Apxnyézﬂfot
B is indssd our Lsedse. "Hs is not only ths chisf 'ths author andVfinis-
nsr ot our sslvation' (Hsb.12,2), but also ths Rulsr who claims obedisncs.
Ths office of Xind is hers indicated. Christ as 'Aoxnyd: commands aE’E?hv
which obsys Him, a kinddom which bslongs o fAim. But He is also termed
59ThHo. Hs savss us from the dresatest svil, ths most imminsnt dangsy ——--
namsly, froz sin and its wagss, from ths wrath of God and stsrnzal dsstrnu-
tion. It is Ais drsat objsct as our Rulse, to dsliver, to ministsr aﬂﬁ to
save. de sssks the szalvation of ths souls of msn, and not His own honor,
migh% and dlory. n(28) As in ths othsr voints, so also hsre ws nesd but
nots ths tsstimony of soms of ths othsr New Testamsnt writsrs, and we
shall sss that Luks's stand is wholly in harmony with other New Testament
writsrs. Si. John writes, Joam 18,37: "Pilate thsrsfors s2id unto Him,
Art Thon 2 Xind, thsn? Jssus answsred, Thou saysst that T az a King." Pst-
er also writes, 1 P9t.3,22: "Who is gone into hsaven, and is on ths
right handi of God, anssls and anthoritiss and powsrs bsind mads smbjsct
onto Him." [Likswiss does St. Panl t3stify, Eph.1,21.22: "“Far above all
principality, and powsr and might, snd dominionm, and every nams that“is
namsd,  not only in this world, but alsoc im that mhich is to come: an

nath put all thinds undsr His fsst, and dave Him to bs the head ovsr all

thinds to ths chuzrch.™

24) Hosniocks's Dogmatiocs. vol.III. p.Z282.
25) Schaff-Langs: Commentary on Acots.’ p.99,
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The next point on which we must sxamine ths Rook of Acts is the doc-
trine concerning ths third Person in the Trinity,: the Holy Ghost.: The
first gusstion to be settled in this connsction is naturally: Who is,:
eccording to Acts, ths Holy Ghost?

i.. Luke definitely tells us in Acts 5,5 who the Holy Chost is:

"fhy has Satan f£illed thins heert to lie to ths Holy Ghost?" v.4: "Thou
hast not liesd unto men but unto Cod." "Thess words turnish ns with most
important instruction respscting the doctrine of the Holy Chost. Their
sin is a trespass egainst the Holy Chost, a crimen leesse mejsstatis,
committed egainst the Holy Chost. Now w2 have in this procsinre of the
apostle sssentially and dirsctly the evidsnce both of the personality
end of the Deity of the Holy Chost. Such sol2mn lenduags uttered so im-
pressively and intendsd to expose promptly and fully ths sccret gnilt
contracted by the psrsons hsrs azddressed cannot receive consistently and
interpretetion which wonld assums thet the term: Holy Ghost simply ds-
notes & power or an operation of Cod. The Holy Chost is hsre, on the
contrary, distinctly assumsd to be a Person, with whom men dsel uprfé%kly
or dsceitfully, whom they may put to the tast, (metodset v.9), or whom
they may athompt to deceive by lyind words. Adain Peter bears wmitnsss,
to the Deity of the Holy Chost when he says: odx &welow &veodmorg &AME:
TH ee@_y(zs) Luks is supported in this doctrine by Gospsls and Epistlss:
Ma2tt.22,19: "Raptizing thsm in the neme of the Father, and of the Son,.
and of the Joly Shost." 2 Cor.3,17: "Now the Lord is that Spirit; and
whers the Spirit of ths Lord is, thsre is libsrty." 1 Pet.4,14: "“The
Spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you."

On the besis of Acts 2,%3: "Therefore being by ths right hand of God
exalted, and havins recsived of the Father the promise of the Holy Chost,
he hath shed forth this which ye now sc=e and hear," it ssems clear that
Luke teaches that the Spirit is spirited by and proceeds from the Father
and the Son. Commenting on this text, Luther seys: ,So wird nun hier
durch den Apostel ancgezeigt, dass Jesus Christus, von den Juden dekrsuz-
jot, s=i die Vittelperson in dsr Gottheit. Denn gleich wis der Vater dsn
Reilidgen Geist sendet und zusgiesst, also aumch der Sohn sendst und giesst
ans den Heiligen Gsist. Dass aleso auch der Heilide Ceist gbensowohl vom
Sohn gesendt und ausgegossen wird, als vom Vater, ohne dass der Sohn all=-
es vom Vater hat und nicht wiedsrum der Vater vom Sohn. Denn der Vater
ist der Ursprong oder Qualle (wis os die Vaeter nennen) der Cottheit.
Dann der Vatsr hat dem Sohn Aie ewige Gewelt und Gottheit und alles genz

28) Schaff-Lande: Commentary on dcts.  D.87.:
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und voellid oedsbsn, wie Er sie selbst hat von Ewigkeit; dass also der
Sohn mit dem Vater ein einiger, ewider, rschter Gott ist.” 2 That
there is no conflict batween Luke a2nd ths othsr Nem Testament writeﬁ%‘al-
so on this point can easily be sstablished. John 15,26: "The Spirit/of
truth mhich proseedeth from ths Fathsr, He shall testify of .me." TE’_
same is ftaught by Paul, Gal.4,6: “Cod hath ssnt forth the Spirit of His
Son into vour hesrts, cryind, Abba, Fathsr." So also Peter testifies,:

] P2%.1,11: "Ssesrching what, or what mannsr of time the Spirit of‘@ﬁ?&st
rhich wes in them 4id sionify."

2. Having notsd what Acts says about ths Parson of the Holy Ghoséjfwe
ehall now sas if any detfinite word is furnishsd concerning His Office or
work. Rere again our Pook doss not lsave us in ths dark. Acts 16,14 we :-.
read: "And 2 certain woman named Lydiaz, a sellsr of purpls of the city
ot Thyatira,which worshipped Cod, hsard us: whose- heart the Lord opened,
that shs attsndsd unto thes thinds which weres spoken of Paunl." L&t us
here note what our Confsssions sey on ths basis of this text: "With. the
Word the Yoly Ghost i present, and opens hserts so that thsy ers atien-
tive to it, =2nd ere thus convertsd alonec through the grace and power of
the Holy Ghost, whose work alone %the convsrsion of man is. For without
Ais grace, and if He does not drent the increase, our willind and Ehﬁﬁing
our plantind, sowing and waterindg, all are nothing,as Christ says" John
15,5: 'Without me ys can do nothing’.” (2®) [uke's teaching is eniorsed
by St. Panl, 1 Cor.12,3: "No man can say that Jesus is'ths Lord but by
the Holy Zhost",- also by Peter, 1 Pet.1,5: "Ye ars kspt by the powerfaf
God through faith unto selvation." Acts gives us a detailed account o
the ontpouring of the Holy Spirit, Acts 2,1-11. In a sermon on this
text Luther mrites:  Da sishst dn ja klar dass nicht Sein Anmt seifﬂﬁgseh--
er schrsiben noch Gesetze machen; sondern dass er ein solchsr 8sist ist,
der in das Aerz schreibt, umd schafft 2insn nsusa Muth, dass der Mensch
vor Gott froehlich wird und Liebe zu ihm gewinnt, und darnach dsn Leuten
mit froshlichsm Ssmnehte disnt........ Absr zu dem, dass solchss de-
predigt wird, gehoeret nun, dass ss euch gedlaubt werde. Darum gibt Cott
dep Heiligen Geist dazu, der drusckt solehe Predigt ins Herz, dass sie
darin hettet und 1lebt........ Derum, sollsn wir in (den Schatz) habenm,
so muss der Asilige Gsist kommen, dsr uns ins Herz debs, dass nifzg}éﬁﬁsn
und sprechen: Ich bin auch der einer, der solch Gut habsn soll.”

27) Luther, St. Louis XIIJ, p.2087.
28) Trislotta, p.787.°
29) GLuther,  St. Louis XII, p.522,
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The next important point concerning which ws must szamine ths con-
tents ot oor Rook is Soteriolody. Soteriolody, as defined by Dr, 5;;:Lner
in his "Doctrinsl Thsolody", is the doctrins of Holy Scripture concern-
ing the application of the merits of Christ to the individoel sinner,
whereby ths sinnsr is 124 to the ectual posssssion and snjoymsnt of the
blessings which Christ has procursd for all menkind.

1. ®hy 4o msn nsed to appropriate unto thsmsslves, the merits of
Christ? Acts answsrs this question by shoming that all men ars sinners,
Acts 15,9: "And pot no difterencs bstwesn us and thsm.™ Luks herswith -
clearly dsclarss that all mén ars sinners, God having made no difference -
between Jew and Gentile. This is taught throughout the New Testamsnt.
Rom.%,2%: "For 211 heve sinned and come short of the glory of God."
Jamss 2,19: "For whososver shall kssp the whols law, and yet offend in
ons point, he is dguilty of 211." Furthermore, mhen Luks savs Acts 1G,43%:
"¥hososver beslievath in him shall receive fordivsness of sinms," héuﬁﬁere-
by indirsctly bsare nwitneses that 2ll men ere sinnsrs since forgivs ne§§ is
offersd to all and thns dsclarss that e2ll nesd fordivsness. St. Joqp
says John 3,A: "That which is born of the flesh is flesh;and that ngich
is born of the Spirit is spirit," hence, he who would be saved must be
born adasin. '

2. Thet all msn are sinners Luks has not failed to bring out in the

ct8. Put when we trsat sin we also naturally think of its opposites,
drace, So me shall now ingnire as to what our Pook says concerning Coid's
garee.’ Luke gives ns a most wonderful insight into the grace of God * when
he relates ths convarsion of Paul, Acts 9. Panl says in v.6: "Whet nmilt
thou have me to d0?" "The following thoughts must have occaorrei Eg;fanl
and moved him very dseply: 'I have then persecutsd Him sven when I 1%Ft-
1 thought that T mas doing it; T have sinned against Him! Hs is exg&ﬁpd
in hsavsn, vossesses irresistible powsr,iustlv claims homble and implicit
obedience (tl:ud 0éAetc motfioxt;), and yet I have resisted Him! I now
feel with whom I have to do. Nevsrthslass, As has not met me for ju gment
Os hes not crushed me in His wrath. He has rather with pity and love ar-
rested my srring steps,: has called me to Himself, yea, assigns e holy
work to me.' This was dgrace--full, fres pitying drace drantsd to th
sinner. Panl's desp fall, on the other hand,taught him to undsrstand the
heicht and glory of divine drace. Nom his own personal exparience aﬁ“ﬁled
to undsrstand the neture both of sin and of grace, revesling the latter
as the preponderating power of God. 'Where sin abounied, there aiinutace

. much more abouni,' Rom.5,20." (s0)

30) Schaff-Lange: Commentary on Aots.  p.166.-
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Again in Acts 1%,4% Luke writes: "Who,speaking to thsm,psrsnaded théﬁ—to
continus in the drece of Cod." X&pic tol Beol hers designates the srace
- of reconciliation and redemntion, which is imparted to Christ to siﬁners;
God's dracs is placsd in contrast to sin. Peter testifies with Luke Gon-

dsrning the grecs of God, 1 Pet.5,10: "Put the God of all grace who
hath ¢21123 ps unto his eitsrnal glory by Jesus Christ,. after that yé have
suffered a2 whils, meke yon perfect, stablish, stregthen, ssttle you." So
also Viatthew, MVatt.11,23: "Come unto me, all ye that labour and ‘are
hsevy leden, end I will give yon rest.”

%. If sinful man is to bscome a parteksr of the sreca of Cold, ngﬁhst
bs converted. Thus the next pvoint which is logicel for us to consider
here, is convsrsion. What does Acts teach concerning the convarsion of
ths sinner to God? That conversion is solsly and purely the work of Cof,
ws find clsarly and sxpressly teught in Acts. Aects 16,14: "And 2 cer-
t2in woman named Lydie, 2 ssllsr of purpls, of the city of Thvatirs,
which worshippsd God, heerd us: nhose hsart ths Lori opsned, thet =h§‘§t—
tendsd unto tha thinds which were spoken of Panml." "Lydia wmas ons ’“&iv-
iduel ampng the few female hearers who took to heart ths words which"ﬁﬁul
spok2 2nd listened withewds devout attention. Her susceptibility 1tsslt
wes 2lready an effict of ograce. Thes Lord Jesus Christ had celled hig mes-

enders to Vacsdonis, anl it wes He nho opesnsd har heart. The hnman &gﬁrt
is closed end berred by sin, so that divine truth cannot enter, n1169ten
ths mipd, dirsct ths will, and rsnew ths innsr man. Crace opens the ‘heart
2nd convsrts it nnto goo? ground in which the seed can remain take root
and grow.“(aj) St. Panl, St. Peter and St. John,all voice the same woril
concerning conversion. Col.1,12.13: "Civing thanks unto the Wathsr,
vhich heth meds us meef .to be partakers of ths inheritencs of the “Seints
in licht: Who hath d2livered us from the power of ierkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of his deer Son." Johnm £,29: "Jesus
snswered and said unto them, This is the work of Cod, that ye believe on
him whom he heth seant." 1 Pet.1,21: "®ho by him do believe in 2oi,
that raissd him np from the dead, and gave him glory; that yonr faifﬁ‘anﬂ
hope might be in God." Furthermors, Luke narrates in deteil the conver-
sion of Pan}, Acts 9,3%-9; 22,6-11; 26,12-16. On the besis of this Dr
Xretzmann writes: "Ths convarsion of a person is not always attenaél7
such miraclss, as in ths cess of Saul, but it is always as miraculous. It
je the Lord that conaooers and venonishes the sinners, Ris ensmies. {is
holy law strikes thsm %o ths dround, drives them to fear snd dsspair. Bot
He immediately follows with ths comforting msssage of the Gospel, and

81) Schaff-Lange: Commsntary on Acts.® p.308.-




then the wonder is performed. The resistance and 2nmity of the unreégﬁgr-
ated hsart is chanded to 2 cordial scceptance of ths love of CGod. That is
the miracle of conversion."(®2) That it is the Lord's work alone mhen
sinners are convsrtsd, and ths rasnlt of His good and dgrecions mill for
the salvation of sinners, is confirmed by Lunks, Acts 2,47: "And the Lord
added to the church daily such 2s should be saved."” Adain we rsad Ac€; )
21: "3im heth Cod sxelted with his right hani to be & Prince 2nd a Savi-
our, for %o givz repeatance to Tsrael, and fordiveness of sins." On the
basis of this text ths Formula of Concord says: "To be bormn anew, and to
obtain inwardly snother heart, mind, and disposition, this only the Holy
Chost etfects. Hs opens the understanding snd heart to understand the
Scriptures and to give heed to the Word.“(sa)

4, However, & meres knowledds and conviction of sin will never bring
salvation, bot thsres must follow repentance. Thus the.next point in “order
is, repsntance. Acts 5,31; Luke gives us a definite word regarding rSpen-
tance: "Him hath God exalied with His right hend to bs a Prince 2nd g
Savionr, for to give rspesntence to Israsl, and forgiveness of sins." nphe
apostlss had testifisd from ths bedinnind, that no ones could be saved
through Christ mithout & chande of mind (netrdvorx); thay also taueh?hfﬁat
ell mho repsnted of their sins should obtain forgivemess and grace through
Jesus Christ. Put Pster here intimates that rspentance and forgivenesg’of
sins 2re to bs viewed 28 the grace or gift of God (3obvar yetdvorav .....
xal &;satv'&uapttﬁv)."(34) Vetthew and Peul confirm ths truth that man
cannot stone for his sins, and cleanse himsslf from gnilt¢, by his own
means, Matt.13,15: "Lest at eny time they should ses with their eyes and
hear with their oars, and should anderstand =ith their heart, ani §§b§1d
be converisd and I should hsal them." So elso St, Panl, 2 Tin.?,zﬁfb“In
meskness instructing thoss that oppose themselves;- if God peradventure
will give thsm repentance to the acknowledging of the trath." The pﬁ?ﬁgse
of rspentance is clsarly set forth by Luks,: Acts %,19: "Repent yé“?ﬁere
fore, and be converted,. that your sins may bs blotted out,: when the times
of refreshing shall come from the pressnce of ths Lord." Agdain ian Acts 11
18: "Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted rspentance unnto-lifse."
Thas the purpose of repentance is: the forgivsness of sins and sternal
1ife. Against ths Roman Catholic Chureh, which teaches and rsquires as

g divine ordinance the =nomaration e2nd confession of every sin to th%,
priest, the Acts distinotly testifies, Acts 2,37.%3: "Now when they heerd

32) Kretzmann: Popular Commentary, voI.I", N.T.. p.577.
88) Triglotta, p.S8921.- ;
84) Schaff-Lande: Commentary on Acts. p.®®.
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this, they were pricksd in thsir hsart, and szid onto Pster and to the
rest of ths epostlss, Vsn and brethran, what shall we 40P Than Pster
seid onto them, Repsnt, and bs baptizsd svsry one of you in the names of
Jesus Christ for ths rsmission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy Chost." "Thess men felt, with ths kesn missry of am esvil consci-
encs, that thsy were murderers in the sisht of God. That is the badinning
of repenfance: a kasn rsalization of sin and a dsep sorrowm over the of-
tense thus offersd to Cod. This is brought oot by ths sager, unesesy gnese-
tion ot thz hearars: Whet shall ws do, mzen and brethren?.... The first
thind Pster nrges them to do is o rspent ftruly and sincersly, to admit
all cunilt befors thz face of God, and ths sscond step is that svery one
of those whoss heart was thus filled with sorrow and remorss should bs
beptized on or in the name of Jesus Christ."(25)

R. The tifth point which we are now about to consider dsals with the
cantral doctrine of Christianity. Ths question at issue is: How is the
sinner justifisd befors Cod and made 2n heir of sternel lits? We Bhﬂl}
now ses how Acts enswers this guestion, esnd thus see whether Acts teaches
gselvetion hy taith, or by ounr own merits.

Our Pook is vsry outspoken in tsaching ths truns 2nd only way to sal-
vetion, [uke eays Acts 10,43%: "Whososver belisveth in Him shall receive
torgivencsss of sins." These wmords g;ar,aitness that .Jessus Christ is. the
only Msdiator, and shows clearly aniﬁﬁigfakebly that faith in Christ or
2 contfiding acceptance ot ths Redsemsr is the direct and only nay to for-
giveness and szlvation. On the basis of the above text the Apolody declar
es: "How could this b2 said mors cl =ar1y? We recsive remission of sins,
he says, throngh Ais name, i.8., for His sake; therefore not for ths sake
of our contrition, attrition, love, worship, works. And he ajds: WRhen re
believe in Him. Thersfore he rsquiies faith. For w2 canndt apprshend the
name of Christ sxcept by faith. Pesides, he cites the agresment of ell
the prophets. This is truly to citse the suthority of the Church. (For
when 211 the holy prophets bear witnsss, that is certainly a gdlorious,

great, excellent, powerful decretal and testimony). " 22 Thet we are
justified by faith, Acts clearly declares: "And put no difference between
us and them, purifying their hearts by faith." (Acts 15,9) "This verse
teaches tirst of all, that faith doss not depend on man. It depends on
God; it is His work and fAis gift; it is wrought by His grace. The words
testify in ths sscond place, that faith possesses a purifying power.
Faith is therefors something that is full of life and powmer; it is as
Luther says, 'a living, mighty, busy thing¢'; it exercises a purifyind in-

85) Kretzmann: Popular Commentary,vol.TI, N.T. p.548.
88) Tridlotta.: p.145.:
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- flusnce, insomuch that the heart which had previously been nndodly and

unclesan is now chanded, consecrated to Cod, and morally cleesnsed. This
verss sets forth in the third place that the seat of faith is in the
heart -- not mersly in the memory or in the thoudhts -- but in the

very cesnter of the life of the sonl. u(27) Ths way of =alvation conld
scarcely be more clearly declarsd than in the story of ths Jeilor of
Philippi, Acts 14,%0.%1: "Sirs, what most T do0 to be savsd? And they
said, Pslisvs on ths Lord .Jesus Christ, and thon shalt bs saved, angﬂthy
house." TIn no clesarer wey could the wey of salvetion and justification
be taught. Tn thes above toxht, a consciencs stricke sinnsr asks: Row

can T bs saved? What mas it thet caossd this hardensd sinner to ask

this onsstion? It wes bscauss his conscisnce had awoks. He recognizéﬁ in.
the sarthoueks (v.2A), the voice of an offended God.  He had coms to a
realizetion of his own sinfulnsss and utter dspravity. Having rsached
thig stetes, the sinner is in position to hsar and to accept the way %o
salvetion.: Thns Paul says: "Pslisve on the Lord Jesus Christ sni thonm
shalt vs saved, and tav housse." What does Panl mean to sey in thess
norde! fHe mesns to ssv: Coms to the Saviour, just as yon are, as a poor
ginner, ssskind zoroy and fordiveness mith:Qim, 2nd you will be saved,:
Note, thet wa are not to io this or that, or the other ithing; me aré sim-
ply to bslisve, hsar the Gospsl and submit ourselves to ths 1nf1uenc§(of
the Spirit,- who has kindled faith within us, by which faith we acceﬁ¥ all
that Christ hes accomplished for us. The very moment that we vﬁnuunce all
rsliance on oursslves, all idsas of human msrit and flze %o Christ as pur
only rafugs, committing ounr souls to fAim, trusting Ais promises and elva
ing soclsly on Uis merits, that very moment all is ours, and we are justi-
tisd, meds childran of God and heirs of eternal salvation.

Agein in Acts 2,21, Luke writes: "®hososver shall call on the name
of ths Lord shell be saved." On the basis of this text Luther says: ,Das
heisst recht gepredist von Christo und seinsm Reich, naamTieh,dass er der
Horr und Christ sei, den man enrufen soll, und darch den @lauben an Ihn
selis werden. So starken Namem,  spricht er, hat disser dekrsuzigte Jesus
von Nazareth, dess er kann seslig machen......Nun sadt Petrus, aus dem
Propheten Joel: Der Herr, der dsn Hsiligen Geist ausdiesst uneber alleg
Fleisch, wird selig machen elle, die ssinen Namen anrufen, das 1lt'"anrch
den Glauben an ihn wird er von Suends nrd Tod erloesen.”(®8) mpe samg .
truth is adain sxpressed, Acts 4,11,12:- "This is the stons which wras sst
at naudht of yon builders which is become the head of the corner.: Rg&iﬁer
is thare salvation in _any other; for there is none other nams under heav="
en dgiven amond asn whérsby wes must be saced.” Jesus has sarmed complete

87) Schaff-hande: Commentary on Acts." p.282,
88) Luther, St. hLouis, XIIT, pp.2070, 2071,
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salvetion for ns, 2nd novhere slse is there salvation to be found. His
name is proclaimed'among men throughout the worldi, 2nd he who would be
saved, must turn to this one source and Author of everlasting life.: Note
also what the Apolody says on hasis of the above text: "I cannot belisve
in the name of Christ in any other wey than when T hear Jis merit/ preach-
ed, end lay hold of that. Tharectors by belisving on thes nams of Christ
and not by trust in our works we are saved, For the word "aaze" in this
place mesans the rseson by which and on account of which sa2lvation comss.
Therefore to dlorify 2nd confsss the name of Carist is as much ss trust-
ing in dim, who alone is, and is called Christ, as ths cause of my szl-
vation and my trsasure oy which I am saveﬂ."(as) It has bsen intimatsd
by critics that [uks lsavss 3 place for works as 2 merit of salvation.
This tnsv try to base on Acts 15,20: "Put that me write unto them that
thzsy abstain from pollntions of idols, and from fornication, =2nd from
things strandled and from blood." That this teoxt doss nof psrzit such
an interprstation, Luther hes claarly shown in the following morde:
gSchliesst nun Jacobus nicht widsr Pstrom und sich selbst in sina$?1ﬁ;is
ﬂni ot men wollt sophistisisrsn, 2¢c wasrs dersdsft nicht von danzan Ce-
setz, sondsrn von Sfnecken, davon men stli.he moscht snflaien uniﬁﬂ%1f5h=
icht anfleden: des tuts nicht. Dana St. Psnlus schliesst, Gal.F,% w"hsr
Stusck des Gssstzss haslt, dsr ists schnldid danz nnd gar zn haltsu.
1 msin Dnsnksn hisrzn s2deon: Bs war den Judsn Vosss Rssstz (sd 'zn
andshoran, sindsborsn, singssasudt, sindslsbt von Jugsnd auf,
1ass as fest ihrz Netur wordsn wer; darom konnten sis dsr Hesidsn ﬁassn
nicht sr¥rsdan, d2ss man sis sollt ihnsn verdgleichen, wenn sis sah=n wie
dicz Heiden Rint, Rrstunsckies und Gostzenoofsr assen unid gleichwoﬁf“fbttss
Volk od=sr Christen sich ruehmten.  Solchss hat St.- J&cobus bewogéﬁfﬁﬁﬁlch-
es Asrgsrnics zu verhusten, demit 4ie Juden nicht vor den Kopf d=stosssn
gusrdsn, Ks machts aber St. Jacobus sshr fein saubsrlich laesst deﬁ”?inze
Assetz Vosss von Opfern danz anstohen und nimmt 2llein die vier Stusck - -
vor sish, deran die Judsn susssr Jsrusalem unter den Beiien-éich“ﬁggggit—
sn. D=n 8=zidsn schadets s nichts vor Cott ob sis Plut, Erstuacktas,
Goatzsnopter in ostfsntlichsm asusserlichsn Breuchs mesideten, wsil
doch im Gewisszn durch die Gnade dss allss frai warsn und sonst im bwes—
sn dsr Juisn ohne Asrdernis uond Fahr dss Cewissans osssn konnten,.was sie
geluestste; und 4is Juden weren zuch mohl gleich frei im Gewissen, konnt-
sn aber die seusserliche, =2lts Cewohnheit nicht so vlostzlich asndsrn,-
Also sind dis zmeen Artiksl, St. Petri und St. Jecop, mider 2inand<¥ und
doch nicht wider eoinander, St.- Peters ist von Glaubsn, St. Jacobus ist
von der Lisbs. n(40) Howevsr Luke has in no fsw passades clsarly sstab-
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lishsd that salvation is by faith alons out of pure drace, Acts 15,11:
"Ryt ws belizve thet throusgh the drace ot our Lord Jesus Christ we shall
bs saved, sven as they." And again, Acts 26,18: "To opsn thsir eyes
and %o tura them from darknsss to 1licht and from tha powsr of Satan unto
God, that they may rscsive fordivensss of sine and inhsritancs smong them
which are sanctified by faith that is in me." "Thus the Seripture in
this passade calls natural man so far as spirituel ani divine mattef"ﬁre
concerned, nothind but darknzss. Ths way of salvation, the msthod by
which God lsads sinnars to His marcy is h2rs plainly and explicitly
tanght. Through ths prsaching of ths Cospsl th2 ayss of the sinners ars
opsnsd that thsy misht know Christ their Saviour; throush the Gospsl fhs
sinnsrs sre convertsd that thsy turn awey from darknsss, from tba‘éég?ice
ot sin, trom the power of Satan, to God and to the Light and Salvation in
Christ, so that all hsathsnism and superstition is 1sft bshind, sni Aoth-
ing but thes knowledde, morshiv and sesrvice of ths blsssed Resdeemsr 2ndag-
es thair attention. Nots, that the fsith which has worked trugt in the §
salvation of Josus immedistely consecratss the belisver, ssts him apart,.
senctitiss him for the sarvice ot the Lori."“i) On this osntral dEJ%%ine
of %he Christian rslidion, Luke's tsaching is in psrfsct harmony with all
the othsr Naw Testament writers. %o ns3sd but nats a fow fexts to conyings
oursslvas as to this facty 1 Pst.1,5: "#Hho are kept by the pomar d%”ﬁoi
throush faith unto salvation reedy to bs revsaled in the las% tims. "
Mark 14,14 "Hsz that bslisvsth and is baptized shall bs savsd; but he
that bslisveth not shall bs damnsd." John 3,16z "God so loved the Wopld |
thet s gave 9is only badottsn Son that whososver bslisveth on Him shonld
not perish but have everlasting life." Rom.%,23: "Thersfors me cBg%T%ds
that a man is justified by faith without the 4ssds of the law." Kol

A.- A11 this which we have noted nnder soteriology is a result of Godd
jetermination from sternity. Thus it is oproper 2t this time for us to ses
what Acts tells us sbout Goi's stermal slsction., #s find that hore too,
our Rook 40ss not leave ns in the dark. Lnke ssys Acts 135,48: "And as
many as were ordained to starnal life believsd." "Thay bslisvaed, not all
but as many as waere ordainsd or apoointsd to stesrnal life by God, not‘in
consequence of an absolute dscres,: but in Christ Jesus, through the rs-
demption in 8is blood. Their beliaf was the result of this graciouéq§%§sr-
mination 2nd forsknowledgs, predsstination of God, which is spoksn of at
length in other passadss of Scripturs. And this fact is a source otrﬁieat
somfort. The faith of s Christian and his preservation in this feith is
not a matter which deosnis upon his own rsason and strendth, a prscarious
basis at best, bnt upen the drace of God in Christ Jesus assured to him
bstore the foundation of the world. 'The stsrnel slsction of God not gnly

41) Rrstzmannr Popular Commsntary,: N.T. Vol.I,p.584.:



A VoL A

sseg and knows in edvancs th2 salvation of ths elect, but also by the
gracions and deod »ill of God in Christ Jesue is = rseson rhich etffects,
procurss, hslps and promotss our sslvafion, and what psrtains thersto:
wherson also our salvation is so firmly toundsd that the portals of hzll
cannot pravail adainst i%t, as it is mritten, As many as wsrs ordained” to
sternal lite, hslisved'! Acts 1%;48. (Forxula of COncord).“(4a) Luk
compla2tely d2stroys ths Clavinistic doctrine of or2destination, and Shows
that thesyre is no sunch a thind 2s a "passind by" of gracs.- Luke'savékiats
13,46: "T% was nsesssary thet the word of Cod should first have bes
gpokan to you: bnt s2eind v2 put it from you 2nd juide yoursslves unwmorth

1
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of sverlesting lifs, lo ws turn to the Gentiles." Thus the obstinats and
stiff-nacked Jowsg were notf. vess2d by, bnt wars givsen ths chance gdain and |
again until thay th3msslves, 'put it from tham." Again ws rsai Actsﬁi’?:
"T+t is not for you to kXnow the timas or ths s=asons which ths tatheéﬁgiih
put in Ais own powsr," "Kithout anv doubt GCod zlsc knows snd hes dstsr-
minsd for svary oas, the tim2 ani hour of his c21l and conversion, and

nhen 92 will ra2ise adein on2 who has lapsed, Rut since this has noiéggan
rzvzalsd to ns w2 havs the command slways to ksep urging the word but‘io
intrust ths tize and hour of conversion to God."(4®) fnre nas in this
doctrins, as in all thoss oraviously trsatsd,:. the hsarty support of ths
othsr New Testament writers, Vetthswm 24,22: "And sxecept thoss days

should b2 shortsned, there shounld no flesh bs savad: but for the slscts! |
gsake, thosa deys ghell bz shoritznsd." \Mark 1%,27: "And then shall he |
seni his ingels, and shall dgather todsther his slect from the touf¢$fﬁhs,
from ths nttarmost part of the sarth to the nttermost part of heaven."

1 P2%.1,2: "Elsot according to ths forsknowledgs of God the Father

throudh sanctification of ths Spirit onto obsdisnce and sprinkling of ths
blood of Jesus Chrict.  And so also St. Paul, 2 Tim.1,9: "Fho hath sav-
29 ns and callsd ns with an holy callind, not according to our wor%gk_gut
asoording to His own purpose and drace, wmhich was givan us in Jssus ist
before the world bedesn."

v
; i .uﬁ
l From the vary bscinning of Acts ms learn that at the sarliss sriod
of thes Church of Christ all the messns of drace wers 2mployed aif'aﬁ??%ci-
_ ated in their full sidnificence as means by which salvation is 1upa£taﬂ.
' Phis we learm definitely from Acts 2,42: "And thay continumed stsadgz tly
in the Apostlss' doctrins and fellowship and in the brsaking of bread and

2 H (o] (] oeTe. Do 5
3'5) z&:@&ams;ll%o?l;?pulu ommentary, vol.I, N.T.: p.801,:
48) Tfigloebﬂ, P 1080,
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in prayers." Ths word wae ussd, partly, ia the missionary adarességjﬂind
partly in the subsequent appropriate and thorough instruction imnarigz by
the Apostles, The sacramsnts were in use; baptism as a msans of radenera-
tion, and Lord's Supper(breaking of bread).

1. The position, power and importance mhich the Acts ascribes téu%ie
Word of God is most wonderfully brousht out in the tollowing mords of Dr.:
Voorshead: "Ths apostolic prsachers esmploysd the word of God in their
work. Thsy reli=d on nothing elss for producing ths results et nhicﬁjgﬂev
aimed. It is remarkabls how uniformly Acts witnessss %o thsir constant
and unfailing use of Seripture. Twenty-fivs times at 1325t we read ofh%he
preaching of the ¥Word, ths searching of the Scrintures, ths effesct 6¥mih=
Yord,  the drowth of the ¥ord,  tha ovrevailing ot the Word stc. (Acts 5 41;
2,29.31.; 4,4.7.5 8,14.25.3 10,26.37),  As elrsady remarked, they o ,oﬁgiint
'y appealed to ths Old Testamsnt when addressing those familiar with it
But they made juet as wide 2 use of ths teachindg, death ani resarrsction
ot the Lord Jssus. Peter sssaras us that the first ministers preached ths
9ospsl 'with the Aoly Ghost sent down from Heaven.' Their preaching“Was
therefore inspired, intfallibly trus and powsrtul. It was oresminently
Piblical. Note the dsscriptive titles given the Word they oraached in oor
book =,d., 'ths Hord of ths Lord,' 'Word of Szlvatiom,' 'Hord of His
grace," ‘'ministry ot ths Word' ste. Tt was this strict adherence t3 re-
vealad truth of God which Jmn=rtsﬂ such strendth and effect to theﬁpraach- :

ing of the Apostles. Apostolic men had no tims and no wish to lecture on
their trevels, on Greek art,  or Roman militarism,: on sducationm, literatur
or civilization. They would not havs dared trifle with men's souls, nor
with the honor of thsir Vaster, Jasus Christ, by takin¢g np soch matters.:
Christ was th=ir one theme, the ¥Word of Cod thair efficisnt wmaapon. And
this is the nesd of our time. ¥We should rsturn to avostolic methods,: and
uss the Word in its naked simplicity, in its convincing micht, in its a-
rousing sasrdy, in its snlidhtsaing po®er, in its rugged strength, in its
asserting knowledge, in its purifying joy and its Spirit diven uttsrances
flere this done, ws should hsar no mors of the fesblaness of ths puolpit
and the deadn=ss of the churchss.' In all ths world there is nothing so
attractive as ths PRibls,. the Scripturss of Truth."(44) The %ord of CGod,
a means of dracs, ies clesrly snd positively tausht in Acts. 2.30,5.6.
Luke writss: "C311l for one Simon, whose surnams is Pater,.... he shall
t211 thee what thon ouchtest to do0." "According to the descres of God and -
the method which He establishsd, repsntancs, and the remission of sins
nere to be praachsd to all nations in the name of Jesus, so that it is
the ¥ord of the Gospel, and, indesd the Word to which men bsar witness,
that is ths appointsd means of dracs. No casa svar occurrad in which an

44) Moorehead: "Outline Studies in Acts." pp.49.50..
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andal was ssnt for the parposs ot convarting a sonl, ani no man shounld
sver allor his taith to be dspsnd=nt on such sn sxtraordinary appsarancs
from tha nicher world, n(45) Our coanfassional writiangs bsss ths doctrins
of ths Word as a mesns of graset onm ths above msationsd tsxt (Acts 10,5,.6)
"God out ot His immense doodnsss and msrey, has his divine sternal law
and his mondarful plan coacerning our redsmption, namsly, the holy alons-
saving CSospsl of His st=rnal Son, our oanly Savions end Rsdssmsr, J2sus
Christ, publicly preszched; =snd by this (prsachind), collacts an stsrnal
Church for Himsslt, trom th2 haman racs, and works in th=2 hsarts of men
true repantance and kaowledds of =ing, and tras faith ian the Son of Cod,
J2sus Christ. And by this masns and in no othsr mey, nemely, th'oudgéiis
holy #ord, whzn men hsar it prsachsd, or read it, end ths holy Secrs: =nta
mhen thsy ers used according to 9is Word God dseress to call men to ater-
nsl selvation, draw thsm to Himsslt, convart, rsgsnsrats ani sanctify
.tham."(qs) That ths Word is a msans of dracs iz sdz2in spscificelly,
brought ont, Acts 9,6: "And the Lord said unto him, ariss, snd go into
ths eity, and it shell bs told th3z what thom must do." To this passage
Lotns» pemarks: Hars we should mark sspscially: althous God from heavan
spsaks with Paul yet B2 dces not want to smnul the office of prsaching,
nor maks this an cxtreordinary case; bot He dirscts hijn into the city, to
the pulpit a2nd prsacher; thers h2 should hear and l2arn what is to be
lzernsd, For CGod our Lord wants to establish some2thing spscial for 06 one
but gives Ais baptism ard Gospsl to the whols world, to one as mell as to
the othsr, Thzrs ons mey lsern how to b2 saved, and not weit whethar Cod
nill make somethind new and send us an engel from hsaven. For it is His
nill that ws do and hesar ths CGosp=2l from those that prsach it; +here %3S
should find it and nowhere alse."(47) 8o slso Acts 1,3: "Speaking of the
thinds pertaining to the kingdom of Cod." Even as the hearts of ths IB
who wars coind to Emmans barned within them (Luks 24,%2), whils He onanaﬂ
to thsm the Scripturas, so ths Lord still imparts light and warmth to be-
lisvers throudh ths Word as a means of dracs. Adain Acts 11,14: "Who
shall t21l thes words whersby thou and all thy house shell be savsd."4 A
few refsrences to the other New Testament mriters will rsadily substanti-
ate Luke in his tsaching as to the %ori, as a means of drace. Pater
nrites 1 Pet.1,25: "Rut the Word of the Lord sndmreth forever. Ai€ﬁ¥his
is the Word which by the Gospel is preached unto yon." St. Paunl, Rom.1,
16: "for T am not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, for it is § pow
er of God unto salvation, nnto every one that belisveth." So also the Gos
pel writsrs, John 5,39: "Ssarch the Scriptores for in them ye think ye

45) SchaPf-Dhanda: Commentary on Acts.’ p.182.:

48) Tridlotta, p.901,
; 47) Kretzmann: Popular Commentary, N.T.vol.IX, p.578,
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have eternal 1ifs: and they ers fthey which testity of ms." Vark 1,15:
"The time is fulfilled and ths kinddom of God is at hand. Repsnt ye and
b2lisve the CGospel!"

2. %= tind ths doctrine of Holy Paptism most definitsly revsaled in
Acts,- Acts 2,%3.%9: "Then Petor said unto tham, Repent and bs baptizei,
every ons of vou in th2 nams of Jesus Christ tor thz remission of éins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Tor the promise is nnto
you and to your children and to all that ars efar off, sven as meny as 4%
the Lord our CGod shall call." “Christian baptism is made in th2 nams of
Jesns, bsceuse ths nork of Jssus mads the gift of baptism vossibls since
it is mads, 0Uato rsmission of sins, c=l¢ fweory ‘duaoti@v. Fordivensss of
sins, tull pardon is divsn to the poor sinnar throush ths washing of re-
ganeration, Paptism is not a merz symbol or torm of initistion into ths
brotherhood of belisvers, nor is it a mork by which remission of =ins is
sarned, The water of haptism, throngh the power of the Word which is in
and with .the water, trensmits and dives the remission of sins as earned
by Josus Christ. Pster makes his epplication very smphatic,. dselaring
thet tha promise of God unto salvation is unto thsm and nnto thsir child-
rsn, is sarnestly intendsd for thsm, Ths Gospsl oroziss of God alspo in rs
gard to thz remission of sins as transmitted through baptism is not only
to ths =2d4ults, but also to th2 children; thz children ars vary dscidedly
includsd in f£he command %o baptizs."‘48) We tind that Luks exprassly em-
onasizes the% in case of adults, instruction is necassary before beptism,
Acte 2,41: "An3 whsn they hasd gladly r=ceived Ris mord thsy ware.baptiz-
s4," [nke weletss in dstail ths story of ths Rthiopian Runnch; Acts 8,
Zh.%7: "See here is watsr, what doth" hindsr ms to be baptiz2d? And Phil-
ip said, if thou balisvest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he an-
swerad and gaid,” I belisve that Jssus Christ is ths Son of God." "The
funnch, helf in sacgsrness, and half in tsar, pointed to thes water and
asksd wh=ther thsre would o=z anything in ths way of his bsing baotized.
Philio therenpon put the gusstion which ig fundemantal i@ svary trus for-
mula for baptizing, sayind-that his wish may very well be oranted if he
belisvss with all his hsart. And ths Funuch, tillsd wmith ths sweetngss
end bsauty of ths Gospel proclamation which he has just heerd, uttersg his
confsssion: T haslisve that Jesus Christ is ths Soa of God; a complste but
comprehensive formula amounting to a confession in the trimns Cod."

Again in Acts 14,32.33 ws havs a refsrsnce to baptism., Loke hsre says:
"And thsy spaks anto him ths mord of the Lord and to all that were in his
hous® ...... 2n1 was baptized he end all his straightway." "This was a
brisf bot comorehensive instrnction oprecssding baptism., After Panl and

48) Kretzmann: Popular Commentary, vol.I, p.35483.

. 49) Kretzmann: Popular Commentary, vol.I, p.574,
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Silas had basn rscesived they deve %o both the jailor and all the members
ot his houschold 2 washing to remove sll the stain on thsir souls by
baptizing them ell without delay. This sacrament assursd to the poor har-
rowed man, ths grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, which hs needed so creestly
on account of ths feeling of gnilt and damnableness which hai come upon
him with the realization of hie sin."(5°) 411 thet Loke teaches concern-
ing the secramsnt of holy baptism, is sndorsesd by ths other Nem Testement
writers, Mark 10,14: "Bot gphen Jesus sew it, Hs was much displsased end
seid nnte them, Suffsr the little children to coms unto ms, snd forbida &
them not; for of such is the kinddom of God." St. Panl says, Eph.5,26:
"That hs micht senctify snd clzanse it with the washing of water by ths
word," This is precissly what [uks writes, Acts 22,16: "Arisg, and be
baptizsd, and wash eway thy sins, callind on the name of the Lord."™ So
also Peter, 1 P2t.%,2]1: "Ths like fidure whersunto esven Paptism doth
also now save ns (no%t the putting away of ths filth ot ths flesh, bnt the
answer of a dood conscisnce towdrds Cod) by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ." Titus %,h-7: "Not by works of rightsousnsss which we heve
done, but sccordind tc his marcy h2 saved us, by the washing of redsmer-
ation, and rsneming ot the Holy Chost; ¥hich he shed on us abuniantly
thronoh .Jesng Christ our Saviour; That b2ing justifisd by his grace, we
should bs made heirs eccording to the hops of sternal life,"

Luke slso rsfers to ths beptism wrought by Johm, Acts 19,4: "“Then
said Paul, John varily baptized with the baptism of rzpentarce sayiné"ih-
to the psopls that they should beslisve on Aim which should coms after him
that is, on Jesus Christ." "W¥e must distinduish betwsen ths baptism
which John psreonally edministersd and that of his later discinles'#%f%h
is commonly rsterred to as the baptism of John. The baptism with whi%%
John by a special commend ot God, baptized, was a2 valid sacrament, “which
save to those that confessed their sins, and believsd ths nrﬂaehindagg;
John, tordgivsness of sins and the grace of God. Baot John the Pautisgu?as
mersly the prscursor of Christ; his preaching, eas his baptisr, was a itee-
timony of Christ who was to come aftsr him, and who, throudh Ais sufier-
ing and death, was to sarn salvation and fordiveness for all sianers. Af-
ter Christ had been rsvealed to Israsl and formally sntered upon nig pin-
istry, the time of preparation wes ended, the mork and thes office of Achn
csased to have value. And when Christ then by Ais death hed finished Ris
work, and aftsr His resurrsction had given His disciplss ths command to
bpaptize all nations in the name of thes Father, of the Son, and of the 0-
ly Ghost; when sbove all, the day of Pentscost had come, and the disJ{pl-
es of the Lord were now beptizind in the neme of Jesus Christ, the Crueci-

50) Kretzmann: Popular Commentary, vol.I, N.T. p.817.




fied and Resnrrecied, then ths beptisz of John mo londsr had any value,
just =s the 0Old Testament sacramsnt of qircum0151on, thoudh etill pract-
iced by the Jswish Christians, wnas rs!ard 4 as e mere cersmony. n(51)

%. As to thz Sacrament of the Altar or Lord's Suppsr, not a great
deal is said in Acts. Aowsver, Luke distinctly mentions this sacrament,
thus showing ns that the Lordi's Suppsr wss cslebratsi and rsgsrded as a
meane of drsce by the sarly Christisns. W%e rsad Acts 2,42.46: "Aniﬁ%ﬁey
continusd stesdtastly in ths spestlse' doctrine and fellowship, and in
the bresaking of brsed, end in preysrs. v.46: And they, continning daily
rith onz sceord in the temols, end breakind bresd from houss to house,
4id ea%t thsir msef with dladnass and sindlsness of heept." "The 1n+1mate
fzllowship of ths serly Christisns wes sxpr2sssd in thes brsaking of
bread, If this sxpression doss not vsfer exclusively to the celébration
of Holy Communion, it cartainly does not exclude ths sacrament. Itfgfiih-
ly doee not refsr to 2n ordinary mesl, and was probebly ns=d by Luke to
dsseribs brisfly the common meal which the belisvers connectsd mith ths
eolebretion of the Lord's Suvpsr in the early dave of the Chnrch."(52)
Lnk%e sgain refers to the Lord's Supper, Acts 20,7: "And upon the first
day of thes week, whsn the disciples cams todsther to brsek brsad, Paunl
prsached vnto them, rsady to dapart on the morrow; and continned his
spsech ontil midnicht," "This solemn essembly of disciples met togéigér
for no ordinsry meal, Thes 'breakind of bread ' can only sidnify ths
Lord's Supper, ths communion of ths body and blood of Christ, which in
these s2rly days ssems to haves besen denerelly anited with the Agape, or
Lovs Faast."(sa) Luke is confirmed in that which he writess concerning
ths Lord's Suppsr, by Panl 1 Cor.10,16: "The ddo of blsssing which ne %
bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread wmhich we
bresk, is it not the communion of ths body of Christ?" -

VI.

Concerning church and ministry, Acts furnishes us with soms 1mn;;€;nt
teets. Our anthor plainly tells us what constitntes membership in the
Christian Church, Acts F,14: "And belisvers wsre the more addsd fo “§ne
Lord, multitudss both of men and women." On grounds ot this text, Dr.:
Pijsper says: "Weder das seussere Verbundensein mit sinsr erobenaimain-
schaft noch der ‘asussere Gebrauch der Gnadenmittel noch das aeussere fs=
kenntnis zum christlichen Glanb2n noch die Verraltund von Asmtern in der
Rirche noch die Pemnshund um ,Sittlichkeit' nach dem Vordilde Christi

! 51) Kretzmann: Popular Commentary, vol.I, N.T. p.830.
52) Kretzmann: Popular Commentary, voleI, N.T. D.B5d44.°
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noch eine unmittelbare Wiederdsburt oder VYerssnkung in Gott, wovon die
Schwaermer aller Gattundsn reden usw., soniern nur der psrsoehmliche
Glanbs an 4is Vsrdsbnnd dsr Sucsnden die durch Christi sestisfactio viecar-
ie srworben ist und im Evandslium verkuendidt und zugesast mird, mecht

zn 2inem Gliede der christlichen Xirche. Apd.H,14: ,Es wmurdesn hinznge-
tan', naemliéh, zor christlichen Xirche in Jerusezlem, ;die da glaubtén an
den Aerrn', moosetiBevto miotedsovreg TH Kvolw. Das allsin wodurch sin
Vensch zu Christs kommt und vor Gott derscht wird, in Cottss GCnadendemsin
schaf® %tritt und ein %ind Cottes wird  -- und des ist 4sr Glsubs an Aie
Loskanfund (4moAGtowstc), 4iz durch Christum gsschehsn ist, Rosm.3,24 ---
das 2112in macht ihn snch zv 3inem Glieds dsr christlichen Zirchs,n(54)
So 2130 mrifze St. Patsr, St. Paul and St. John; 1 Pe£.2,9: "Put yz gre
e ehoasn danzration, 2 roval prissthood, en holy nation: a ovsecnliar psop-
l1s, that vz chonld show torth ths praisss of Him who hath called yon oui
of darkness into His mervelous liché." FEph.t},1: "Paul, en =postls of
Jesues Christ, by ths will of God, to ths saints mhich ars at Eohssus, ani
to ths faithfol in Christ Jeesus." John 10,24.27: "RPut ys b2lieve not be
canse ve are not of my shesp, as T s2id unto you. My eheep hsar my voicse,
end T know th=m, and thay follow me."

The Acts slso points out csrtain charactsristics of the Church. Ths
Church i3 invisihls, bscanss the constitntive factor of ths Church, faith
which is in thzs hserts of the belisvers, is invisible to msn and known to
4 zlone, Acts 1,24: "And thsy pray2d and said, Thou Lord which know-

ths hserts of all msn, show whesthar of thess two thonm hast chosen."
also 2 Tin.2,19: "Tha Lord knometh them that ars His." Farthermors
ke writss Acts.19,4%: "To 9im ¢ivs all the proohsts witness, thet throm
2 neme whososver bslisvath in Him shall rscsive remission of sins."
re Loks showe thet the Christisn Church is a universal Church, bscsuse
inclndss thoss of all timss, of all psoplss ia all places, who balisve
Christ, Christian faith hag, throudhout ths courss of tims, exparisnc-
no chendgs. It .wes always, and is yat to-day, faith in ths fordivsnsss
sing throngh Christ Jssus and Ais rsdsmptive work, Luke is sonfirmsd
this point by John, John 8,55: "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see
g Aay: end he sew it and was ¢lad.," So slso St. Panl,: Gal.%,5: "Even
as Abraham believed God, and it was acconnted to him for righteousness."
The Chareh of Christ is apostolic, Acts 2,42: "And they continned stead-
fastly in the Apostlss' doctrine." Thus [uke shows that the Church of
Christ is apostolic inasmach as 21l its members to the end: of tims be-
lieve throudh the Word of the Apostles. So also John 17,20r "Neithsr
pray T for these alons, but for them also which shall belisve on Ve
through their word." Luke positively refutes the doctrine of the Roman-
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ists and Episcopalians in their doctrine of ths succession of Pishops,

Aots 20,17.28: "And from Viletus he sent to Ephssus and called the siders
ot the Charch.: 28.  Take hesed therstfors onto yourselves, ani to all thes
flock,. over the which the foly Chost has made you overssers,. to fesd the
church of God, which hz hath purchased with hie omn blood." To thisfﬁﬂh-
sade Dr, ' Pieper remarks: ,Dass dis_Roamischen und Episcopzlen dsn apd%%oa
lischen Charaktsr der Kirche in die Rischostliche Sukzession setzen, ist
mit Reoht als sins Kinderei beszeichnat worden, da die Schrift erstlich
keinen (nterschizd zwischen Rischosfsn und lehrendsn Aeltzstsn oder Pas-
toren keant, n(55)

~ MActs slso epeaks of Churches in particular places, thus ths scelesia
particolaris st localis. Such examples sre: Acts 8,1 "Ths church which

is in Jsrusslsm (# éuxAnoia % &v ‘IecogoAiuotc).” [Luks refers to the lo-
cel Church, - Acts 20,2%: "Take head thsrefore unto youresslves andi to all
the flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overssers, to feed
the Church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood." .So also
Aots 14,23.27: "And whan thay had ordained thesm 2lders in every church,
and had praysd with festing, they commended them to the Lori, on whor

they bslisved, 27. And when thay wers coms, ani had datharsedi the church
todsther, they rshesarsed all that Sod had done with them and how He haid
open=d the door of feith unto the dontilss." Ws lsarn also-from Acts '?L/
that a Church does not lose its orthodox charactsr throungh false doct-
rine mhich may erise in it occasionally,. Acts 20,30: “Alsp of vour own
sslves shall men arise, speaking pervsrse thinds, to draw away disciples
aftar them," As to what Luks writes, Acts 4,712: "Neithsr is there sal-
vation in any othsr: for there is nons othsr nams under hsaven given a-
mong men whersby ws must bs saved," Dr. Pisper writes: uUanbsiingt und 2l
1sin zor Ssligksit notwsndig, ist die Gsmsinschaft mit Christo durch den
@Glanben, Ber Grundisatz: ,ausssr der Kirche ksin Asil' -—-  #Asr dis Kirche
anf Erden nicht zur Mutter hat, hat Gott im Himmel nicht zom Vatsr', ist
daher nur in dcm Sinne wahr, dese ansser dsr unsichtbaren Xirche kain
Aeil und keins dosttlichs Gnadenkindschaft mit dsn Glasubiden und Heilige
steht, der steht auvch nicht in Geomeinschaft mit Christo; hindsgden, wer
durch den Glauben in Gemeinschatt mit Christo stsht der steht auch in Ge-
mainschaft mit allsn denen, in dsnsn Christus woﬁnt, das ist, mit der
unsichtbaren firchs." (58)

Concerning the office of the ministry, Acts givss us definite word.

in the tirst place Luks points out the object of the ministry, Acts 20,
729: "Take heed thersfore unto yourselves, and to all the tlock over the
which the Aoty Ghost hath mede you ovarsesrs, to feed the Church of Cod,

L4

55) Pisper's Dogmatics, p.475, vol.III.
58) Pieper's Dogmatiocs, p.482, vol.,IIX.:

St e R ey Tl et i i e R S —



L which ha hath porchesed with his own blood." Ths pastors' tisld of act-
E ivity extends ovsr ths antire condradation and also ovsr ths sntirs con-
gredation (nooséxetv mavtl: @ motuviw):; hs is o fe2d ths church of God
(rotuxbverv Thv 2xuhnslav tolb Oeob), and hs is to admonish sach individ-
nal member (vovOeteiv Zva &rastov). On the besis of ths abovs text, (Acts
20,29),m2 havs the assurancs that the indirsct cell is no less divins tha
the dirsct czll, for it is the Holy GChost who has mads the pastor an over
seer (v & Vuac Td Nvelua Td-"Aytov €0eto &mioxdémovc). This is eqguelly as
important for ths szrvent of the Word, as for those whom he serves, [=t
us 2lso nots what Pstsr and Panl sey as to ths offics ot the ministry.
1 Pet.F,2: "Fez2d the flock ot Cod which is amond von, taking ths over-
sight thersof, not by consiraint, but w®illingsly; not for tilthy lucrs,
bot of a2 rasdy mind." So also St. Panl, Tit.7,9: "9o0lding fast the
faithtul wori, as he hath besn teught, that hsa may bs able by sound doct-
rins both to sxhort and to convincs ths gainsayer." Thus w2 ses that Luke
402s nnt stand alon2 in what ha t2a2chss in Acts concerning ths ministry.
The doetrins concerningd the call is cl2arly and definitely tancht in
Acts., Tt we had nothing mor2 than what me 2re told in Acts, ws wonld have
the doctrine of the Call complets, Nots what Dr, Hosnicke says: uDie mit
telnars Rerufund, und zwar durch dis Gemeinds ist dis von Gott selbst ge-
setzts nnd 2ls hei;ig fzizsrlich bestastidte Ordnund. Gleich die =srste
wichtigs Rarafung, 4is dag Vatthias deschisht durch 4is Gsmeinds, .(Ape.1,
16f£.), dzan dis Gemesinds washlt hier, und damit beruft sie. Dsn Gemsinde
gleidern ladt Petrus 4iz PRernfsache vor(v,15); sie stellsn Kendideten anf
nnd werfen das Los, das auf Matthiss facllt(v,23: 0nd sie stellen zmeen,
Joseph, genennt Parsebas, mit dem Zunamen Just, und Vatthiss.'). Und so
wird er zu den 21f vorhandensn Anost2ln zugeordnst, Diss Weshlan und Fe-
rufsn srsch2int als etwas in der Schrift gadrnenietss. Petrus sagt v.1A:
Es mnsste 4is Schrift srfusllet werden, und zu 4em was noch erfansllet
werden muss (v.?21) ‘¢shoert dies: ,Sesin Pistum empfands sin andsrsr'! (Ps.
109,8). Zur Verwickelung disses  muss' hat Petrus iie Gemeinies versammelt
und so ist das Hendeln der Gemeinde in jonss ,muss' der Schritt dsfasst
und wird uns dszsidt als stwes, das nach 42r Schrift so sein muss. Es
wird der RBinwnrf demacht: des danzs eer ein rein menschliches Handeln;
Got%t hatts Panlns als Zwosltten erkoren. Dadsgen: CGott het 4is qurch die
WNahl Asr Gemainds srfolcte Pernfung dss Vatthias feierlich bastaetict.
Pfingsten tesllt der Aeiligs Gesist suf alle Apostsl, denn Pstrus ist eit
den Elfsn vsrsammslt (v.14), also ist Vatthias mitdezashlt; Cott also zae
zashlt selbet durch das inspirisrte Wort ihn za d=n Aposteln...... Ferner
Rerufungen durch dis Gsmeinde sind, Apd.5,2: Nahl der Diakonen, die nur
gine Abzmeidund vom Pradistamt sind; Apd.13,1: Absonierung Panli und Par=
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nabes; Apd.14,23: yetootovnoavteg, d.h. liessen durch dis Gemeinde waeh-
len, Schluss ans 2llem: GCott selbst hat die Rernfung durch dis Gsmeinds
als heiligde ihm dsfasllide Ordnund bastastidt umd in der Kirche 8ings-
sstat, n(57)

VII.

The finel point to be considered in ths ordsr of our outlins of doc-
trinal contents is: the State, 2nd the Christians duty toward ths sams.
Although w2 havs but 2 coupls passades which distinctly refzr to this
matter, nsvsrtheless, Luks's stand also on this point is clearly express-
gd. Acts 4,19, ws resd: "But Pater and John answersd ani said unto them,
Rhether it bs pioht in the sight of God to hearksn unto you more than nn-
to Cod, judce ve," Reterrindg to this passade Dr. Hoenicke remarks: "Diss—
or Gehorsem hat da 2ine Grenze und in dem Stusck, wo von dsm PRusrdsr de-
tordet mird, stwas cgsden Gottes Gebot und zumel ¢sgen das Evangslium zn
tun. Aber =s entbindst nicht von Gehorsam dedsn 4is Obricksit, wanmn dvese
sin undsrschtes Gssetsz, Autlads odsr Steuwer usw. ordnst, modurch man'gcha-
ien zrlsiden muss, (zbel 1s3idsn is nicht widsr das christlichs Gewissen,
¥onhl abar (sbel tun."(®2) Christisns are necessarily bound to obey. the1r
own madistratss 2nd laws, seve only when command2d to sin, for Acts ,,29- :
¥z onsht to obsv God rather than men." Thus slso St. Panl writes Rod, 13
1: "[Let svery sounl ba subjzct to the highsr powers. For thsrs is no porer

% of God; the pvomers that bs ars ordainsd of Sod." Matt,.22,21: "Render
tharstors unto Cassar the thinds that ars Cassar ths thinds that are
Cassar's, and nnto God ths things that are Cod's
N#e heve now cxaminad ths doctrinsl contents ot Agts in dstail -nd are
in position to snm up Luks's stand on the mein heads of Christiaa doct-
rins. Thers are certain points in all thase doctrines which Luke empha-
sizes in particnlar., Thoe mith ratsreacs to God, Luoks points out His“kt—
tribotes: omnipotencs, omniprssencs, stc., and clsarly taaches that Cod
is ths Crastor of thz ¥orld. Christ is the Son of God, truns Cod end true
 man, As performed the dgreat work of our radempiion, suffersd, disd and
rose acain for our salvation. A ascendsd into Heaven, bat will return
again to jundge the world. The Holy Spirit is true God, proceeding from
the Father and the Son, and He it is who calls, dathers, enlicghtens and
kseps us in the troe faith unto eternal lifs.

Acts teaches that all men are sinnsrs and are in need of .a Saviour.
This Savionr we have in Jssus Christ and if ws, by God's drace rspsnt of
onr sins, trust sooly in ths merits of our [ord and Savionr Jssus Christ,

57)Hoeanicke's Dodmaties; vol.IV. p.182,188.°
58)Hosnicke's Dodgmatics; vol.IV. p,213.°




vs have fordivensss ot sins, life and salvation; and this we ars suréfo!
by virtne of God's sternal slsction. %
e v e e e L
ters to ths sinn:; Cod's dracé ;orsgvanﬂss bf : ?ppur. 05
DAoL g » tordivans sins, lifes and salvetion
throug¢h faith in Christ Jssus. Paptism is not a mere gsremony, bot takss
placs =ic &pesiv ducoti@v. And so also Acts shows that ths Lord's Sup-
per was likemise frssly =2njoyed by the serly Christians.

The Church, acoo!&ing to Acts, are gll who balisve that they havéf?;r
giveness of gine through Christ's vicarious stonsmsnt. Furthsrmors,-
Christ has institutsd the ministsrial office for ths purposs of perform-
ing the dutiss of ths Chureh in oreachindg the Gospsl and a2dministering
tha sacramsants, Ths oftice is confarred by ths Holy Spirit through the
condradations. e

Finally, with referencs to th2 Stats, Christians ars to submit to ths
civil powsrs, but 2lweys bearind in mind, "we must obey God rather than
men, " ;

¥s have now not only had the pleasure of lsarning Luke's clear an
Aefinits stand on the mein hszds of Christian doctrine as thay are found
in Acts, bnt we hsve sxamined and proven to ounrselves that Lok2's tsach-
ing throughont ACTS is in closest harmony with all thes other New Testa-

mant writers,
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