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Oar them, leads as immediately into tbe great field of obrlatlan ao~ 
tri~e, • bat limits the source upon which we are to base oar dlsseriation, 
to .bat one book and one writer of 8011 Writ, . namely the book of Aots~ 
whose inspired author is n~ne otber than ua~e. Opon a mere glance at 
oar subject, tbe question m~ght present .itself: Are we really Juatltled 
in treating the boolt of Acts from a doctrinal view-point? Is not ·kcts 
one of the historical boolts of tbe. Blble., . and as such., would 11e not e1:­
pect to find history rather than doctrine? The historical ~ature ot ·Acta 
is not to be denied, . but., . 0 It woald be. a mistake to affirm that action 
alone is found· in tbe Acts, and doctrin.e alonf) in tbe Epistles. · :there la 
teaching in tbe former and there is action found in the latter. What is 
meant is, . thai these features predominate ~- action 1D the Acta., and 
doctrine in the Epistles. In botb., . however., it is the uord Jesus by Bis 
spirit through Bis chosen agents who performs a11. -n <1 >-We need but turn 
to the opening chapters of oar book, . and there 11e read Acts 2;42: •.111a 
thev continued steadfastly in the Apostles' d~ctrine an~ fellowship.• 
Thus we see that it was doctrine or instruction which served to establish 
and confirm the early ch~istians. In tact, • •anr attempt to edl!J without 
instruction., a knowledge of the truth ~nd doctrine as the basis 1•· neith­
er in accordance 11itb the exa~ple and command of Jesus., nor wltll tti,~> ! 
pract~cs apd principles of tbe apostles., ~ and -is tbere.fore unev~ngellca1. •■ fl 
In the very history of the early church as it 1• related in Acta. we 
find the· principles of cbristian doctrine~l•~d down and confirmed. tor 
all that was said a~d done ~as based .on' the Lo~d Jesus and- Hl•. ~••ohtn1. 
Hence the scholarly Weiss says: 8 'AO'cording· to thi:s clesori:p,tlon.,'1:lamelJ. 
of the early oharch] tbe oharch gathered arpand th~t1r!••ching of the. 
apostles (which •as indeed only. the oontJnua,iop otApro9laaiatloa bf 
Jesus) jast as the steadfast followlne of Jesus., • tor the purpose of 
continually bearing bis teaching. was., daring the lifetl~e of the Meaal­
ab., . the sign of· endari~g disoipleshiip.• Ca) 

That -the boolt of Acts merits a thorough study- from th~ ~lew.ppj.nt of 
ohriatian ~octrine, ooaic1 ~ardly, be emphasized in more con•lnolng worda 
than· those ot oar honorable br. · Martin uuther. ~r..atber sums up the loo~ 
trinal value of lots in the !oll~w!ng words:- !Das ~u~ti soil ma.Ji leaen 

1) oatline Sta41ea in the Aot■ •an4 Sptatlea b~: wB.!a.~oo~ebeal.p.~a. : 
a) Sobarr Lange, •oommentarv on Aota• p.62. : 

lft. 
a) B.Weiaa •eiblioal. Tbeo1~;v or the Rew ~••taaent•.Jol.$,l,o,p.188.-



Ca) 

and ansaben, nicbt wie wir etwa getan haben als baette St. Lakas darin 
allein die eigenen, persoehnlicben Werke oder Gesobicbte der Apostal ge­
scbri9ben, • zam Exempe~ gater Werke order guten Leb~ns ••••••• sondern, 
darauf soll man merken, dass St.Lukas mit diesem Bach die ganze Cbriaten­
heit lehrt bis an der Welt Ende, das rschte Hauptstueck christlicber 
Lebre naemlicb wie wir alle muessen gerecht werden,allein darch den Glaa­
ben an Jesa Christo, obne all&s Zatan des Gesetzes oder Bilte anserer 
Werlte. Daram trsibt er a.ach so gewal ti~ nicht a•llein ilia 'Predigt der 
Apostel von Glaaben sondern aach die Exempel and Geschichte solcher 
Labre wia die Heiden sowobl ala die Jaden allein darohs Evangeliam ohne 
Gesetz sind ~erecht warden. Daram aies Bach wobl moecbt beisssn eine 
Glosse µeber die Epistel St. Pauli. Denn das St.Paulas lehrt and treibt 
mit Worten und Spraecben aus der Schrift, das zeigt bier st. Lukas an 
and bswsiszt ss mi t Exsmpeln and Geschicbten.-" < 4·) 

This shoald indeed be sufficient to· show as that Acts is a book well 
deserving of oar sincere and earnest consideration of its doctrinal con­
t ent. However, not a little in the line of destraotive oritioism bas 
been nritten on Acts, all of which is ent~rsly unfair and unjast, having 
been found to be witboat foundation and without proo~. 0nbelieving crit­
ics have held that Acts is a mere tendency writing. Others again have 
held thet tbe whole nork is of a conciliatory nature, thus having as its 
aim to conoiliate the "opposing" factions of Peter vs. Paul. Oar aim in 
this work shall be, to present Luke's stand on the main heads of chris7 
tian doctrine aud at tbe same time, to show that bis teaching is wholly 
in barmony with tbe otber Nsw Testament writers. As was stated in tbe 
opening words of our thesis, tbe source on which we shall base our dis­
cussion is solely and specifically, , the book of Acts. It is therefore 
selfevident, that when limited to one specific book of tbe Bible, not 
every detail in tbe field of obristian doctrine oan be treated. In ac­
cordance with tbe limita~ion of oar theme, we shall therefore present 
the doctrinal content of Acts jast ·as i~ is found in the b~ok itself. 

Fo'r the sake of convenience and or·der we shall treat the doot:rinal 
content of Adts under the following outline: 



II. Obrist . . . 
•••••••••••• 

III. HOC.Y GHOST ••••••• 

IV. · Soteriology • • • • • • • 

(8J 

] • · Attributes 

2. Oreatol' 

. . . .. . .. 
••••••••• 

{

Omnipotent 
Omniscient 

etc. 

1 •. · Person •• ~ • .... ...... ~. {True man· 
Trae God 

2. · Descent to bell. · 
3. · Res arrecti•on. · 
4. Ascension. 
5.· Retarn . to judgment 

Jwbo He is 

lotfice of 

1. · Sin 
·2. · Grace 
3. · Coni,ersion 
4. · Repentance 
,. · Faith and Forgiveness 
6. Eleoti•on 

tProphet 
Priest · 
King 

V. Mea11s o·t · Grace. · 
{

].. · Word 
2. · Baptism. · 
3.· tord!s Sapper 

VI •. CHURCH ana \UtHSTRY·. 

VII. · STATE; Daty towards. 

1 

u 
1. · With res_pect to the doct·rine oonoern:lng God Acts :Joas not otf·er as 

much material as perhaps da many o~her bo~ks ot ·the Pible. · Bat even on 
this sabject we find statements which contain some very important~utbs.· 



I 

I, 

141 

Aots 7,2: nThe Go~ of glory appeared onto oar father Abraham." Here Sod 
is spoken of as ·o, 8al>c Tijc &6l;1Jc. "These words colltain a doctrinal 
statement which is of: wille applioation, and whicb distinctly cJefines tbe 
position assamed b,y tbe speaker. All that Go.d is, in Himself - all His 
aots -- and all the modes in wbioh He manifests Himself, bear the im-,u. 
press of Hls glory, that is of absolate greatness, power and majesty. Hts 
ways are perfectly free and entirely beyond tbe oontrol of any oreature. 
He can reveal Himself wheresoever Be will, , and is not restricted to any 
spot in oreation, to an, coantrv, city or building Csach aa the temple) 
• • • • • • ·• Man is easily oarriad away from this truth by a certain centrifu­
gal force, an:l b!~ins to conceive o·f Go·d as if Be were in a certain man­
ner bound to some finite object. It is therefore ~ecsssary. to lay stress 
o·n the absolute glory of God in order to counteract those delusive limi-
tations of Rim who is infinite. 11 (

5 ) !tven more definitely is the omtft prea.-
ence of God brought out by C.ulte in Cbe.pter 17,27: "'])bat they should seek 
the Lord, if haply ·tbsy might fasl after Bim, and find Rim, • tboagb _Be .b~ 
not far from every one of as." Luke's stand on the omnipresence of Goi'is 
confirmed bJ St.John, cbapte~ 14,23: "Jesus answered and said onto bim~ -
If a man love me, be will kaep my wor~s: and mv Father will love bim~ind 
we will come unto him, end !lie.ks our abode with him." Tbs sama troth is 
smpbasizad by St.Paul, Epb.l,23: "Which is Bis body, tba fulness of Him 
that filletb all in ail. 11 

Tba infinity and omnipr~sance of God is again clearly broagbt oat in~fots 
7, 48. ·49: "Howbeit the most 8i~b dwelletb not in tem!)les. made vri th bands; 
as saith the prophet, Beaven is my throne, • and earth is my footstool: 
what house will . ye build me? saith the C.ord: or what is the place of my 
rest?" Furtbarmora, Laks ~3clares that tbe omnipresence of God is the 
oaasa dirigens of the worid, · Acts 4,28: "For to do whatsoever thv band 
and thy counsel determined before to be done." ,, 

2. · Laka clearly teaches that God i~ the creator of the world: Acts 4, 
24: "Lord,thoa art God, wbicb bas~ mads· beavsn, and earth, and the sea, 
a-nd ·all that in them is. n -- "W.tisn the believers prayed thev. were sap­
ported by their faith in the omnipoteace of God, who made beaten an4 
earth. This article ot feitb appears to many to be exc~edingly trivial; 
navsrthele.ss it is one of tile origi:nal and fundament·a1 traths of revela­
tion from wbiob faith continually derives new strenttb and consolation. 
Tbe last book of the Scriptures, the Apocalypse, gives Eipeoi•al promin-



ence to this tr11tb,. whiob is revealed and illustrated in the first _,9-~k 
of the Bible. As truth is an undivided whole the component parts o~icb 
are essentially connected, . no one article of faith can be undervalued 
without a:ffecting tbe integritv of the whole." Ca) That the decree o'­
creation .~s an essential internal act of God, . i~ taught by Luke Act~.1,, 
18: "Known anto God are all bis works from tha beginning of the ·world. 0 

Acts 17,26: "And bath mada of one blood all nations of men for to dw.!9J:1 
on all the face of tbs ea.rth and bath determined the times before appoint­
~d and the boanis of their habitation." In this doctrine C.ake stand.a in 
perfect harmony with the other New Testament writers. St.Paul writes in 
Col.1,16: "For by bim were all things created that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible a~d invisfble, wbatber they be thrones oMom­
inions, or principalities, Dr powers: all things were created by· bim;-1nd 
for bim. 11 Likewise St. John sabstantiatss Lake in bis doctrine of crea­
tion, Bev.10,6: "And sware by him tbat liveth for e-ver and eve!!, whr-eore­
ated baaven,and the things that therein ars, and the earth, and the 
tb.ings tbat therein are, an:l the sea, and ·tbe things which ·are therein, 
tbat there should. bs time no longer." 

In spite of the fact that L~ke ~oss not give us a nost of passages 
which refer directly to God, yat, in tb~ss which he farnisbes us, be is 
clear and definite, and bis tsacbing is in complete ·harmony with tbs 
other New Testamant writers. 

II. 

-i.o-Lv. 
We shall proc,ed to tha ne1tt. point in the or:ler of our outline, wti.if?h 

is CB8ISTOL03Y •. On this subject cur author offers 11s no little amoant6of 
material. 

1. The first tbing to be considered under the subject of ChristologJ, 
is the doctrine as to the person of Christ. We therefore ask: Oo9s Luk~ 

• -...IAU 

call Obrist God (Bsoc)? He~e we mast answer, No, . Luie does not expressis 
verb is term 'Christ 8s6c; but iniirectl1, be clearly ·taacb&s the d.ei ty of 
Obrist. · Acts 2, 36: "Therefore let a,11 tbe bo·ase of Israel know assar~ly 
tbat God hath made that same Jesus, wbom ye have oruoifiad, both Lorr1nd 
Christ." What bave we hare othsr than a p~oof of Christ's deity? ,Have 



1· 

I 

6 

bere the oontsnt of all cbristian preaching: Jesas Obrist, trae Qod and 
man, crucified and resarrected, oar Lord and Savior. Again in o.2,33 
Lake writss: "he bath shed fortb tbis wbicb ye now see and bsar." To°'ibis 
passaia Latber rsmarlts: 11N11n spricht St. Patras bier: Jsaas von Naz~t-h 
~st der Mann,- dar dan Bailigen Geist ausgiesst., oder de.s~ itaicb. st~sl 
1st: -Jasas zar Reohten Gottes erboebt., ist Gott von aem der Propnel'"'Joel 
gesagt bat.,1ass er von seinem Geist aasgissssn werde. Damit zaagt er, 
1.ass -Jesus von Nazar&tb wabrer Gott sei. 11 <7 > And again Lather says: 

11Dar Ketzer Arias bat ias nicbt ~oenn~n zasam~enrsimen: dass CbristG'za­
gleiob wahrer Gott uni Msnscb sei., iass er sell von ainer Janifraa~r­
en sain., sell aaf !rden steben., ishen., essan., trinken., scblafsn, waoban., 
sobwitzen wi9 ein anderer Mensen; and sell dannoch in Ihm wobnan die 
ganzs Faelle.der Gottbsit leibbaftig. Abar bier steht dsr Text, Joel 
sagt: Jesus von Nazarstb bab, es gatan. Daram mass Jasas von Nazareth., 
Marien Sohn., wahrer., ~wi~er Gott ssin." Ca) Thus Luther saw in th~ve . . 
passage a clear statement, teaebin~ tha deity ~f Christ. en another oc-
casion Luke ascribes to Christ s12ch gaali tiss as clearly ind.icate Bi:'-ds·­
i tv ~ e.g. : 3.,14: "Bat ve 1sniad tbe 9.oly One and tba -Jus~" "?iith ·re­
spsct to t!:1•5 person qf .Jesus, Peter describes Him as the holy. and jast 
Ons., that is., not mar&ly guiltless., as contradistinguished from Barabb~s 
tbe criminal,, but in a positive sense., perfectly holy .and just., as weJ¼__ 
in relation to Go~., C!y,o,) as in relation to man C~Cx«to,). Anhoabt­
lass ber,s too tbe 1efini:ts article -ro~ !ytov is of weight., ant\ ha~sn 
a doctrinal significance; for it indicates~ csr~ain peculiarity nor:J:se 
1aere found, an1 extiJs Jesus in a moral and religions respeQt, above the 
whole human race." Quite in accprdanoe witb L11k:e on tliis. point., is 
also tb.s testimony. of l6ark, Mark 1., 24: "I. ltnow thee who tho11 9:rt.,_ the 
B~ly. One of God.~ So also St. Jobn confirms tb.e .words .of .Luk:e~ 1 John 
2, 20: "Bat ye bav~ an unction from tbs HqlJ. One., and ys ltno~ all th-ings. 
Egaally. in harmony is the tsaciling of Luke on tbi·s goint with tbat C3,,L__ 
l&attben, Matt.27,19: '-'Have tboa nothing_ .tQ _do. wi~b. that jast man.n"·t1k:e-C. . . 
wise Matt.27,24: "I am innocent of tbs blood of tbis just person." • . - ...... B.Weiss poin~s oat that in Acts 11.,23.24., Jasas 1s callsd xup,oc; in 

7) uutbar, st. · uouia XIII, 2085. · 
a) uutbar, s~ • . u~uia XIII, 2068. 
9) "Sobaff-uanta: noomsentary on Aota.• p.68. 







nab as;- Ap!J. 'l 4, ?.3: xu_90-rov71acxvTac, d. b. liesssn 'larob die Gemeinde waeti­
len. Scblass aas allem: Gott eel~st hat die Berafang darch dis Gemeind~ 
ala beiU.ge ibm iefaelligs Ordnang bestaetiot and in- der Kircbe aint·e-

. setzt."('57 ) 

VII. 

The final point to be considered in tbe or~er of oar outline of doc­
trinal contents is: tbs State, and tbe Obrist!ans daty tow~rd tbe same. 
Althoa~h we have bat a couple passage~ wbich distinctly refer to tbis 
matter, nevertheless, Lake's stand also on this point is clearly express­
ed. Acts 4, 19, we re!d: 11eat Pet9r and -John answered ant s•id unto tbem, 
Wbetb~r it be right in t~e sight of God to hearken anto yoa more tban an­
to God, ja'.lge ,e. 11 Rsferrin~ to 't!lis passage Dr. ~oenicke r.emarks: "Elies­
er Geborsam hat ~a eine Grenze and in dem Staack, wo von dam Buerger ge­
ro~det wird, etwas gegen Gottes Gebot and znmel ge~en das Evangeliam za 
tan. Atier ~s entb!n~st nicbt von Gehorsam gegen iie O~rigkeit, wann diese 
!in angersohtes G9setz, Aufla~e ~ier Steuer asw. ordnet, wodarch marfiiba-
1en 9rleiden ~ass. 0ebel leiden is nicbt wi1sr das obristlicbe Sewissen, 
wobl abeT %¡�e�b�e�l� tan.11 <59> Ohri~~ians are necessarilv boand to ob~J.tbeir 

Q.': 
own ms~istrates ani laws, s~ve on1v· when commanded to sin,· for Acts ~,29: 
" 1'!e oaght to ,:,i,ey God rather than men •. " Tbas also St. Paul writes Rc,i. :1, 
, i. 11[iet ever, soul t.ia subject to tbe higher powers. For tbsre is no p~er 
b.at of. Go1; tbe poweJ."s that be are or'dainsiJ of God." \iatt. 22, 21: "Ren1er 
tb!rs~or~ unto Caesar tbt thin~s that are Osasar the ~hinge that are 
Cgaear•s, end anto God tbs thin~s that are God's. 

• - • • ct,,.,t 
Ws have now examine1 tbe doctrinal contents of Acts !n dsta1l and are 

in poeition to eam a~ ·Lake's stand on tbe ~ein ~eads of Christian doct­
rine. •r11ere are certain points in all these d.octrines which Lake empb:;_ 
si.g~s in parti-calar. 'fhas with ret-sre!lce to God, C.aks points oat Bis at­
tribates: omn!potencs, omnipressnce, etc~, end cl~srly teacbes thet God 
ts the Craator of the World. Obrist is the Son of God, true God end true 
man. : As p~rformed the treat work- of o~r r .sdemption, suffered, d!ad ana 
rose again for oar sai.vation •. Fl.e ascen1e·a into Beaven, bat wilrL return 
a~ain to jadge the world. Tbe Holy Spirit is"trae God, prooeedin~ from 
tbe Father ana the Son, and Ae it is who calls,• ,et~ers, enli~btena and 
ke~·ps as in tbe trae faith anto eternal life. 

Aots teaches that all men are sinners and are in neecl ot.a Sa•loar. 
Tbis saviour we have in Jesas Christ a·n·!l if we, by Go!l' s grace repent of 
oar sins, trast soely in the merits of on? ~ord and Saviour Jesus Gbrfst, 

'57)Hoen1oke•s oogmatioa: •cl.IV. p.1e2.1ss.· 
58)Roeniote'a oogmatioa; vol.IV. p.2!8.· 



we have for~iveness of sins, life and salvation; and this we are sar(ot 
by virtue at Go1's eternal election. 

The means by which we a~propriata th~ benefits Of Christ anto ou~el­
vas are: The 'Nori of tba Gosoel:, Baptism and Lori's Sapper. The lflor(tof­
fers to the sinnar God'.s grace, r.orgivansss of sine, life and salvet!on 
thr011~h faJ.th in Christ .Jas11s. Pa1;>tism is not a !l'iere osremony, bat~es 
place sl.c «'!J!~tv ·&µa~Tt·~v. And so also Aots $bows. tbst tbs Lord's Sap­
per was li~swise fr~alv enjoyed~, the earlv Christians. 

The Chllrcb, acoor1ing to Acts, are all who balieve that thev havhor 
giv!ness of sine thr ou~h Christ's vicertous atonement. Fartbermore, • 
CbP. i st bas institute~ the ministerial office for tbe parposa of perform­
ing ths duties of the Chnroh in ~rsaohin~ tbe Gospal and admfnistsring 
the sacraments. Tbs office is conferred by tbs floly Spirit tbrou!Jb the 
con~re~ations. u.c.. 

Finally, witb referenc8 to tha State, Christians are to submit to the 
oivil powers, bat alwaye bearing in min~, "we must o~e, God rather than 
men." 

We have now not onlv bad the pleasar9 of learning La~eJs clsar an., 
isfinite s t and on th! mein b9ais of Christien doctrine as they ari'Toan« 
i·n Acts, tiat we havt- el'aminsd- an'.f proven to 011rsel,vss tliat taks's teach­
j_ng tb1"oa~ho11t AC'.rS is in closest harmony wttb all tbe other New Testa­
ment wrj. t ars. 
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