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Our thsme 1lsads us immadiately into the dreat field of ohristian doc-
trine,  but limits the source upon which we are to base our dissertation,
to but one book and one writer of Holy Writ, namely the book of Acts,
whose inspired author is none other than Luke. Upon a mere glance at
our subject, the question might present itself: Are we really justified
in treating the book of Acts from a doctrinal view-point? Is not Acts
one of the historical books of the Bible, and as such, would we not ex-
pect to find history rathsr than doctrina? The historical nature of Acts
is not to be denied,. but,. "It would bs a mistake to affirm that action
elone is found in the Acts, and doctrine alone in the Epistlss. There is
teaching in the former and thers is action found in the latter. Mhat is
maant is,. that these features predominate <=- action in the Acts, and l
doctrine in the Epistles. In both,. however, it is the Lord Jesus by His
spirit through His chosen agents who psrforms all." (1) §e need but tarn
to ths opsning chapters of our book, and there we rsad Acts 2,42: "And
they continued steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship."

Thus we se2 that it was doctrine or instruction which served to establish
and confirm the early christians. In fact,. "any attempt to sdify without |
instruction, a knowledde of the truth and doctrine as the basis is neith- |
er in accordance with the example and command of Jesus, nor with th
practice and principles of the apostles,. and is therefors nnavancel cal. =(
In the very history of the early church as it is rslated in Acts, we

find the principles of christian doctrine 1laid down and confirmed, for

all that was said and done was based on the Lord Jesus and- His teaching.
Hence the scholarly Weiss says: “"According to this description,[namely

of the early churon] the chorch gathered around the tsach1ng of the.
apostles (which was indesd only the continuation oqﬂprootamatlon of

Jesus) just as the steadfast following of Jesus,: for the purpose of
continually hearing his teaching, was, during the lifetime of the Messi-
ah, the sign of enduring discipleship.® (&)

That the book of Acts merits a thorough study from the vienpolnt of
christian doctrine, could hardly be emphasized in mors convincing words
than those of our honorable Dr. Martin Luther.: Luther sums ap the doc-
trinal velns of Acts in the following words:- ,Das Buch soll man lesen

1) Outline Studies in the Acts and Epistles by: ¥2*G.Moorehead.p.18.:
2) Sochaff Lande, "Commentary om Acts™ p,.52.: 198
8) B.Weiss "Bibliocal Theology of the New Testament".Vol.I,840,p.188.-

-



(2)

und ansshen, nicht wis wir stwa gdetan haben als hastte St. Lukas derin
allain die eigensen, persochanlichen Werke oder Geschichte der Apostel ge-
schrisben, zum Exempsl guter Werke order guter Lsbens .c..... soniern,
darauf soll man merken, dass St.Lukas ait diesem Ruch dis ganze Christsn-
heit lshrt bis an der Welt Ends, das rschte Hauptstusck christlicher
Lehre nasmlich wie wir 2112 muesssn gsracht warden,allsin durch den Glau-
besn an Jesu Christo, ohne alles Zutnn dss Gesstzes odsr Hilfs unserer
Werke. Darum treibt er auch so gewaltid nicht allein dis Predigt der
Apostel von Glanben sondern auch dis Exempel und Geschichte solcher

Lehrs wis dis Heidsn sowohl als dis Juden allein durchs Evangelium ohne
Gesetz siad gerscht worden. Derum diss Puch wohl moscht heissen sine
Closse usber die HEpistel St. Pauli. Denn das St.Paulus lehrt und treibt
mit Wortsn und Spruschen aus der Schrift, das zeidt hier St. Lukas an

und bowsiszt os mit Exsmpsln und Geschichten.” (4)

This should indsed bs sufficisnt to show us that Acts is a book wmell
desarving of our sincere and sarnast considsration of its doctrinal con-
tont. However, not a little in the line of destructive criticism has
been writisn on Acts, all of which is entirsly unfair and unjust, having
bsen found to be without foundation and without proof. Onbslisving crit-
ics have held that Acts is a merse tendsncy writing. Others adain have
held thet thes whole work is of a conciliatory naturs, thus having as its
aim to conciliate the "opposing" factions of Petsr vs. Paul. Qur aim in
this mork shall be, to present Luke's stand on the main heads of chris-
tian doctrine and et ths same time, to show that his teaching is wholly
in harmony with the other Naw Tsstament writsrs. As was statsd in the
opening words of our thesis, the source on which we shall base our dis-
cussion is solely and specifically,: the book of Acts. It is therefors
selfevident, that when limitsd to one spscific book of the Bibls, not
every dsteil in ths field of chrisfian dootrine can bs trsated. In ac-
cordance with the limitation of our thems, we shall therefore present
the doctrinel content of Acts just as it is found in the book itself.

For the sake of convenisnce and order we shall treat the doctrinal
content of Acts under the following outline:

4). C.: Mueller:pGuthers Auslegung der Heiligen Sohrift."” S.447.
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1. With respect to ths doctrine concerning God Acts doss not offer as
much material as perhaps do many other books of the Rible.' Rut even gg
this subject we find statements which contain some very important troths.
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Acts 7,2: "The God of dlory appsared unto our father Abraham." Hers God
is spoksn of as O Bed¢ tTii¢ 36Enc. "These words contain a doctrinal
statement which is of wide application, and which distinctly @sfines the
position assumed by the speaksr. All that God is, in Himself -- all His
acts -- and 21l the modss in which s manifests Himself, bear the im-
press of His dlory, that is of absolute dreatness, power and majasty.‘ﬁis
nays ars porfectly free and entirsly beyond the control of any crsature.
Ho can reveal Himself wheresoever He will, and is not restricted to any
spot in creation, to any country, city or building (such as the templs)
eeeeeses Man is easily carrisd amay from this truth by a csrtain centrifuo-
gal force, and begins to concsive of Godl as if He were in a certain man-
ner bound to soms finits objsct. It is thsrefors nscsssary to lay stress
on the absolute glory of Cod in ordsr to counteract those dslusive limi-
tations of Him who is infinite." (5) Even mors definitely is the omhipres-
ence of God brousht out by Luke in Chepter 17,27: "That thay should sesk
the Lord, if haply they might fesl after Him, and find Him,. though Hs be
not far from svsry ons of uns." Luks's stand on the omnipresence of God is
confirmed by St.John, chaptsr 14,23: "Jesus answered and said unto him,.

If 2 man love ms, he will ksep my woris: and my Father will love him,” and
we will come unto him, and maeks our abode with him." The sams truth is
emphasizsi by St.Paul, Eph.1,23: "Which is His body, tha fulness of Him
thet filleth all in ell." o
The infinity and omnipressnce of God is again clsarly brought out in Acts
7,48.49: "Howbeit the most High dwellsth not in temples made with hands;
as saith the orophet, Hsaven is my throne, and sarth is my footstool:
what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is ths place of my
rest?" Furthsrmors, Luke dsclarss that the omnipresence of God is ths
causa 1iridens of the world, Acts 4,28: "For to do whatsoevsr thy hand
and thy counsel determined before to be donms."

2." Luks clearly teaches that Cod is thes creator of the world: Acts 4,
24: "Lord,thou art God, which hast mada” heaven, and sarth, and the sea,
and 'all that in them is." —— "When the believers prayed thsy were sup-
ported by their faith in the omnipotence of God, who mads heaven and
earth. This article of feith appears to many to bs sxosedingly trivial;
navartheless it is one of the original and fundamental truths of revela-
tion from which faith continually dsrives new strendth ani consolation.
The last book of the Scriptures, the Apocalypse, givss special promin-

5) SchafP-Langs, "Commentary on Acts", p.118.
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ence to this truth, which is revealsd and illostrated in ths first book
of the Bible. As truth is an undivided whols the componsnt parts of } ich
ars cssentially connesctad, no one article of faith can be undervalued
nithout affecting the intesrity of ths whole." (8) That the dscrse o
creation .is an essontial intornal act of Ged, is taught by Luke Aeté‘lﬁ,
18: "Xnown nnto CGod are all his works from ths baginning of the worli."
Acts 17,26: "And hath mads of ons blood all nations of men for to dmsll
on all the face of the earth and hath istormined the %imes bsfore appoint-
2d and the bounds of thsir habitetion." In this doctrine Luke stands in
perfact harmony with the other New Testamant writers. St.Paul writes in
Col.1,15: "For by him wers 2ll thinds creatsd thet are in heavan, and
that ars in sarth, visible and invisible, whsther thesy be thronses o?bﬁﬁh-
inions, or principalities, or powers: all things wmers cresated by himf“;nd
for him." Likewise St. John substantiatss Luke in his dcctrins of crea-
tion, Rev.10,5: "And swere by him that livsth for sver and ever, whé “ore-
eted hsaven,end the things that therein ars, and the sarth, and the
things that therein ars, and the s8a, 2nd the things which ars therein,
that thers should bs time no longer."

In spite of the fact that Luke doss not give us a host of passagss
which rafer dirsctly to God, yat, in those wmhich he furnishes us, he is
clsar and dafiﬂita, and his tsaching is in complste -harmony with ths
otasr New Testamani writers.

IT1.

Ws shall procs=i to ths nsxt point in the ordsr of our ontline, wgfgh
js CHRISTOLO3Y.. On this subject cur anthor offers us nc little amounﬂZbr
matsrial.

1. The first thing to bs considered under ths subjsct of Christolody,
is the doctrine as to the person of Christ. WHe thsrefore ask: Doss 5255
call Christ God (6ed¢)? Hsre we must ansmer, No, Luke does not expressis
verbis term Christ @cb¢; but indirsctly, he clsarly tsachss the deitg of
Christ. Asts 2,%6: "Thsrefore let all the house of Israsl know assurs 1y
that God hath mede thet same Jcsus, whom y3 have crucifisd, both Lorff nd
Christ." Hhat hava we here othsr than 2 proof of Christ's d2ity? Wé”ﬁive

8) SchaPf-Lengs: "Commentary on Acts."™ p.8i1.
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here the contont of all chrisiian prsaching: Jssus Christ, true God and
man, crucifisd and rssurrscted, ounr Lord and Savior. Agaian in ¢.2,33
Luke writss: "he hath shed forth this which ye now ses and hesar.” To this
passags Luthsr remarks: sNun spricat St. Pstrus hisr: Jssuas von Naéﬁ%gth
ist dsr Mana, dar dsn fHsiligen Gesist ausgiesst, odsr dess glsich sgu£'31
ist: Jesus zar Rechten Cotiss ernosht, ist Goti von dem der Prophs *5051
gesagt hat,dess sr von scinexm Csist ausgissssn wmerde. Pemit zaugt er,
dass Jasus von Nazareth wshrer Got: ssi." (7)  apd again Luther says:
oDer Xetzsr Arius hat das nioht kocansa zusammezrsimen: dass Christo® zo-
gleich wehrsr Cott und Measca ssi, dass cr scll von siner Jungfran ngaz-
€en s3in, soll auf Erdsa stehsn, gshen, ssssn, trinksn, schlafsn, wachsn,
schwitzsn wis sin andsrer Meansch; und scll dennoch in Iax wohnsn dis
ganze Fuelle .der Cotthsit lsibhafiig. Absr hier steht dsr Tsxt, Josl
sagt: Jesus von Nazarsth habe ©s getan. Darum muss Jssus von Nazarstih,
Variean Sohn, wahrer, smiger Sott ssin.” (8) Thus Luther ses in the'above
passagss 2 clcar statsmsnt, tsaching ths dsity of Christ. On anothsr oc-
casion [Lukz ascribss to Christ such qualitiss as clserly indicate Hié‘de-
ity, s.g. : 3,14: "But ys denisd thes Holy One and ths Justa"  "With re-
spsct to ths psrson of Jesus, Peter describss Him as the holy and just
Ons, that is, not mersly guiltless, as contradistinguishsd from Barabbas
ths criminsl, out in 2 positive ssnse, perfectly noly and just, as wel

" in rslation to Bod, (&ytoc) as in reletion to men (dixatoc). And ‘doubt-

lsss hsrs too the definite article tTdv dytov is of wesight, and has Evsn

a doctrinel significancs; for it indicates a csrtain psculiarity not else
waere found, and ex?%gs Jesus in a2 moral andi rsligious respect, above the
wnols human race." Guite in accordance with Loke on this. point, is
also ths tsstimony. of Mark, Mark 1,24: "I. xznow thss wmho thou art, ths
Holy. Ons of GSod." So also St. John confirms the words.of Luke, 1 John
2,20: "But ye have an unction from the Holy. Ons, and ys know all things.
Egually. in hérmnny is the tsaching of Luks on this point with that of
Matthew, Matt.27,19: "Havs thou nothing ito do with thai just maq.““bika-éi
wiss Matt.27,24: "I am innocent of the blood of this just persom.” . .
B.Kkeiss points out that in Acts 11,25.24, Jssus is callsd xvpto¢; in

7) Luther, St. Louis XIII, 2083.
8) Luther, St. Louls XIII, 2088.
8) Schaff-Lange: "Commentary on Aots." p.88.












vs have fordivensss ot sins, life and salvation; and this we ars suréfo!
by virtne of God's sternal slsction. %
e v e e e L
ters to ths sinn:; Cod's dracé ;orsgvanﬂss bf : ?ppur. 05
DAoL g » tordivans sins, lifes and salvetion
throug¢h faith in Christ Jssus. Paptism is not a mere gsremony, bot takss
placs =ic &pesiv ducoti@v. And so also Acts shows that ths Lord's Sup-
per was likemise frssly =2njoyed by the serly Christians.

The Church, acoo!&ing to Acts, are gll who balisve that they havéf?;r
giveness of gine through Christ's vicarious stonsmsnt. Furthsrmors,-
Christ has institutsd the ministsrial office for ths purposs of perform-
ing the dutiss of ths Chureh in oreachindg the Gospsl and a2dministering
tha sacramsants, Ths oftice is confarred by ths Holy Spirit through the
condradations. e

Finally, with referencs to th2 Stats, Christians ars to submit to ths
civil powsrs, but 2lweys bearind in mind, "we must obey God rather than
men, " ;

¥s have now not only had the pleasure of lsarning Luke's clear an
Aefinits stand on the mein hszds of Christian doctrine as thay are found
in Acts, bnt we hsve sxamined and proven to ounrselves that Lok2's tsach-
ing throughont ACTS is in closest harmony with all thes other New Testa-

mant writers,
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