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YHE CHRIST OF ST. JOHi'S GOSPEL
~I. Introduction

THE purpole in wr:l.ting this treatise on the
Christ in 5t. John's Gospel is most ably expressed
by the Ileloved Disciple himself when he says in his
gospel 20,31, "But these things are wr:ltten. thet
ye might believe that ualus :l.a the Chriat the Son
of God." £ Jesus did so many th:l.nga outside of those .
recorded in the soapela that John ssys, "I suppose
that even the \'torlé itself could not contein the
b:.:oka thaet should be written", 21,25. <Therefore,
with the help of God, the-pre'sent writer, tgo. shell
try to briefly show i‘rom thie orne gospel thet Je-
sus, the son of Joseph end i ery, ‘wee &lgo0 ch:r:lst.

the promised ¥essiah a.nd. gon of Cod.

Yo apnlogy is necessery for: the present
treatise, for as long as there ere enemies of
.Christ, Christiens must do all that is in their:
.powver to oppose the hereey promulgated by false teach-
ers end unbelievers. Even during Jesus' visible
sojourn here on earth "many of Iis ni-ciplea went
'baek. a.nd. walked no more with . H:lm.f 6;«66. "Except
ye see signa e.nd nonders. ye w:l.ll not bel:eve" wes

the Masters compleint, 4,48. But the seme retion-
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alism, unbelief, and emuity prevaile in our sge.
Schopenhauer brazenly, yes ridiculously esserted,
"The consideretion for the welfere of animels charec-

teristie of both :Buddh:l and .:Brnlms.ﬁin showed tiem
',to be nearer perfeet:i.on then either Judsism or
chrigi-.ienipy.- 1) Streuss, & Germen tneologien

‘and philosopher 1808-74, boldly ssserte, in his
" book The Old Faith end the Yew, "We know far too
little reapecf}l.ng tfné me.i:l of Y¥azareth to warr@nt the
cherishing of any :ral:lg:l.t.:us' dependence upon Him," 2)
On ¥arch 4,1928 Rev. Vm. Montgomery Brown, foXmer
Epi&coya.i BishOp of Arke.nsas: who was expelled from
1.113 ministry for heresy'. preached in Community
Gﬁurch. Hew Yo:'rk.‘an;i sa.ié.. "Jegus is 'wholly = myth.
‘Even if He lived as & man, there are mo historiceal
facts of mis life," 5,) But be that .ae it may, be-
oause God's VWord is much more powerful :than men's,
mey. Ho grant. that these pages serve, in a measure,
to corxbat and successfully o»pose such:rank unbelief
and heresy as that quoted above by exposing their

1) Sheldon -Unbelief in the Nineteenth Century, p.137.
2 ) Sheldon slmbelief in the Hinetecnth Century, ».273.
5) Post-Dispatch, St. Iouis, March 5, 1928.



errors .and refuting them on the basis of God's Holy
Yord and specifically’here from.St. John's Gospel.

In our dey cdmpare.tively few are 20 bold &8
to soy that "Jesus is wholly_a. myfh" beceuse the
weight of e_v:l.dence egainst them is 'l:.oo gréét.
Teachers wiose embition it is to get into the pub-
lic eye, who are enemies of Christ and ins_trlménts
in the hends of Batan clothe their doct:..-ines concern-
ing the Son of lan in a dress thet will l;::l._dé @hg
subtlety of tuneir arguments. In the seccnd century
of the Christian ere Docetiem, e form of Gnosticiem,
aeroge vhich 'ta;ughf: a \f.;rong 'view of t'he' un:l:on of the
divine and humen natures in the person of Chriat.
"Tn order to remove the a.uthor of e.11 good :E'rom .
a11 conte.ct with metter, which they ‘oonceived the
seme es evil, they called in tne aié¢ of Or:l.enta.l
philosophy in order to peopla the spece 'hetwaen
God and ma.'l'.ter with & vaat succesaion of auperhtman
beings as mediators 'betwaen God and the werld. :Ehese.
emanat:lng from the Jln:lty, were oalled aeons. s.mong
these tie h:l.snesi; rank we.s a.asigned. $a christ..' 4)
In this way they.denied ths humanity o:flchr;.l'st seying

4) X'Clintock end Strong Cyclopedie, Vol.II,p.844.
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~"that' He wes superhuman, & mere vision or deceptive
.show (Scheinleib). Ve mention this here beczuse
"Docetism (the speculetive view of Christ's person)
reaprears in :hod_.u:m times in the mythicel and spirit-
ualistic theories which 'sttempt to red_ncé Christ-
:l.“e.nii';y to an é.esthetie rel.{g:l.on. in vhich no reslities
are neeeasary but such es the humen mind can gupply

5)

as :I.d.ea.s' L Today there are meny sects wi.0

dew that .Teaus is tae Son of God and fHon of laxm.
Guahther'a ﬂymbolilg :I?:I.ats tie Sociniens, Tniterians,
Quakera'. Seventh Dsy A'dventiafa. I'nive::salint.
Homons'.‘ Sp:l.ritub.liéts. Ruesellites, and otliers wi0
in theif confessions teach that the incernction of
en eternzl Son of God, & péraon of the Tﬁnity. ig
impossible. Iike the a;u'hborn. un'believing Jews
they a:uk "Who ie the Son of Ien?" 12 34, even a.':t’-
ter Jesus had told them a.nd demonstrated to them

‘by many mirgcles who He was. ' Howeier. our 1ntént:lon
" is not so much to set forth the distinctive errors
of thua sects es the preaentation of the person of
Gh:-:l.st aceord:lng to St. .Tohn's Goape:l..

2 -

5:) Martensen, Dogmatics, Par. 128.
6 ) Guenther's Symbolik, p.l1l72 ff.



A cereful student of the Fourth Goepel will
caelly detect that especielly two fundeamentel triths are
reneatedly emphesized: 1., thet Jesus, the Son of
God, is also . 2. the .Son of len. Iet.us first

show thet the latter is true.

II., JESUS IS Tik 50N OF AN

- The Evengelist John telle us nothing of Jesus' na-
tivity, infancy, youth, or beptism end yet D. A. :
Hayees saye, "The centrel thougzht of the Gospel is the
incarnetion, the Vord beceme flesh, the Zon of God
ne tie Son of ¥Fan. The qentral fizure of the Gos-
nel ig that of Jéaus the Divine Eeveﬁler end Humen
Brother throughout," 7)° Wny, then, ie John silent on
thiz subject? Ve have eeéﬁ thet John did not intend
to mentibn everything in connecticn with Jegus. Luke
end Yetthew hed clresdy written everything thet wes
known about <is birth. therefore it plgaaed the iloly
Ghost to guide John's pen zlong different lines and'at
the -game time to prove just as émpﬁatieally that Jesus

is the Son of lan. .

7) John and Iis Viritings, ». 114,

1T
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John seys, "The Vord wes mede fleeh," & 10"03
o-::g_f :’) :’vet'a » 1,14, but heis here not trying
to bridge the:.chaem betwean Greek nhilosonhy and
Christianity, &8 seme have claimed,; eo thet the Gos=-
pel of Jesus Christ should no longer be "foclishness"
to the Greeks because he saye, "the Yord wes mede
flesh" and ac-ording to contemporary -philosonhy (Alex-
- andrianiem) "The defilement of the human goul erices

from its connection with the body." &)

To whom John refers with the wvord 'Lo.-_ros. vhicl

-

occurs four .".:I.mes= in hi_a prologue, is reedily seen
bécauae he is not introducing & co'nception thew

had h:l.thrto been unfamiliar.  Ae an inerired writ-
er tt;_a Vh'oly Spirit, of= COourse, d:l..z'ected him to use
Just this term, but he elso fixed on the Word

I.ogos. &8 & duaigna’!:ion of Jesus Chriet in order to
expose the futility of pagen philosophy, and above
ell, because the Old Testament'. _be_:t"ore him, sucf_fe?t-

9)

ed it as b.pproprie.ta.

a; Theologicel Querterly, Vol. VIII, ‘p. 65.°

9) Gen.1,20: "God w: 8 with the lsd," “iyu-ay Ik M1,
which 18 Trendered by the parsphrasts (Tergumim),

"the word of Jehovs was with the lad." 1Is.40,8:

"The grass withereth, the flower fesdeth: but the ‘Yord
of our God shall stand forever," Y g-zy 227.
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The word of men, if siucefe, is the revealing of his
reﬁllself. and thus the Logos of God, Christ, became
flesh snd dwelt (tebernscled, tented) emong ue oe
the Revealer of Cod "sui generis." In the veéy
first.verse of his g&spel John then ssye,. "The Vord
wae God"; hence, if thec Togos was mede flesh, God
wvas made flesh, end this cemé to pess when Jesus
wee "born of the virgin iery." John scknowledges

this by his various references to Je=zue' mother. -

John nmentione iary for tne first tim: in his
account of the merrisge et Cene when he seyz thet
“the LOTHIR CF JESUS (7 m,’hy 7oy Iyoid) wes
there," 2,1. ceréainly. if smmyone of the disciples
wag intinetely scausinted with Jesus' mother, lery,
it wes John, for whon like & dutiful Son, Jesus in
the hour of Iiiis deati saw Hic mother standing et
the foot of the cross, He providsd for her by saying
to John, “3ehold thy mothery And from thet hour thet
disciple took her unto his own home," 19,27.

The Jews, tdn. knew Jbsﬁs' mother end foster
father for on the oceassiontwhen e said{ NY e the

bread whicu‘came down from heaven," é.@l, they took

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCORDIA SEMINARY
ST. 1.0tIS, MO.



offence and szid, "Is not this Jesus, the son of
Joseph whose father and mother we know?" 6,42,

Thus vhile people were slow to accept the divine
Sonship of Chris:, they reedily acknouledged Him

according to thé flesh, viz. o8 & truec man.

5 Thie is significe: t thet the Jews wno drily
essociated with Jesue never once dovbted hLin humen-
ity. They rerarded !im ae & TRUE men even though
reye of iie divine glory shone fort!. at freauent
intervzls a.nd. showed thet ilé wee no ordinary men.

As & matter of course John nentione not 6n'.l.3,r His mo=
Jther bu. elso Iiie brothers, 2,12, clearly showing

tl;a.t Jesue Vee & near en_lbng nen.

And what tie people, even Jesus' clozest
friends, eccepted es selfevident, Jesus Iiimself
empheticelly corrobersted. In e Gispute with un-
believing Jews He says, 8,28: "When yc have lifted
up the Son of ‘ien, (Tey vier Te® ;rﬂg w,'rrov )
then .ye .shell know that I em He, and thet I 'do no-
thing of ;lwself:_ but e my Fether heth tsught me,

I speek 'éhaae tiiings." ZEven thoﬁgh Ho carie down
from‘haa:ven. e ineilste thet ie is also th: Son of

Hen, and three times in one oha;pter John quoten
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Jesus asg celling attentian to Himself es the Son of
Jan; ,6,27. 53. and 62., The entire goenel contains’

thie expression eleven times, 10)

which clearly -
nroves thet Jeous' participation in the human neture
wes complete. lHe was a true msn, the.Son of ian

who "eceme dovwn from hesven'.

F¥inelly we shall prove that ec:ording to
His humen nature Jesus wes a .trv:e ?_rés.n' by a:—:owins.
thet e hied the natural perte and weys -of a L:an.;
e hed a naturel bvody, 2 21: "He apalce of the tem'ule
of liie body, Teb cwuulog wiTOV 1, mpyg body and soul was
subject to ©ihe same needd end received the samze im-
pressione that our owvm flesiy and ‘blocd receives.
Vhile on MNig way froii: Judea to Galilee, He paaad.'
through Someria end "being weeried with ais journey,
Y¥e sat. thus ‘on the well," 4,6. e was thirsty: and
asked the women of Semeria for e drink, 4,7. His
dieciples having purciesed ‘provisions: in Sycher,
beg H:I.m on their return to eest, 4,31. T%e are told
11,5 that e wee filled with affeciion towards lis
friends: "Jesus loved Merthe, and her sister, and

Tazarus." Their great sorrow in their bereavement

10) 1,51; 3,13; 3,14; 5,27; 6,53; 6,62; 8, aa. 6,27;
12, 2:5. 12, 54. and 135, 51.

e
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moved Him to tears,ll,35. And vhen suffering His
greatest egony on the cross, He thirsted, 19,28. In
death "Hes bowed His heed, and gave un the ghost,"
18,50. "But when they (the soldiers) came to Jesus,
and sew that iie was dead alresdy, they breke not

His lege: but one of ti:e soldiers wit: & spear

plerced s side, and forthwith ceme there out hlood

end water," 19,35.34. "And efter thie Joseph of

Arimatheee, being a disciple of Jesue, but secretly,
..... csme therefore, and took tne body of Jesuse,"

19,38, and gave it an honereble buriel.

Y A 2
LEE B !-::‘.. " " -

Certeinly at John's time Jesus' humanity
we.s not.the object of so much speculetion snd do-e_;bi
as todsy, but Just as though John had snticinated
that meny would .demr the Sevior'!s human nature,
he chullenges modern scepticiem e.nd. unpbelief by
., adding, to the above, "And he thet saw it bere record,

and his record is true: and he knoweth that he salth
true, THAT YE ¥IG:T BELIEVE," 19,35.



III. CHRIST, THE SOH OF GOD

VALY so-called theologiane heve gone too far
1> the oproeite direction and essszerted thet Christ
is purely & humen being, in this wey denying His
essential geity and eternal Sonship of which Christ-
endon makes cunfeesion in the Arostles’ Creed by say-
ing, -"We believe in Jesus Christ, His (God the Feth-
er's) only Son." h.ccordinc-; to' I_;‘n:l.taris.n doctripe
Christ is only called God without actually being
GGod in the metephyeical sense of tze term. "Uni-
tarians belisve, thet Jesus is the Christ, l:ize son
of God; not that e ie tfod the Son." 11) Thus by
Jugeling dognatical terme they -er:.vc to win OTul‘ ti.ose

wiio are not alert, or indifferent to pure doctrine.

Others who deny that the Zon is of the same
essence as the ¥ether are the Sociniens, Universal-
ists, Campbellites, Quakers, ieventh Day Adventists,
Spirituslists, and otuers. 12) David Schenkel, &
Swigs theolozizn 1813-85, believed that Christ was

nothing but an ordinery men. His intolerance for mir-

e

11) s.r:l..pture.l Belief of '[h:lta.r:lan Christiank, p.l.
12) Guenther's Symbolik, p.128.




acles together with & pronounced antipathy for
Catholic Christology, Sheldon tl:l:a us, were smong
the motives which caused him to take gresi pmine in
meking prominent his conviction that "Jesus weae in

essence a purely humen beingl 13)

A denipl of Christ's deity necesseril onecns
tiie flood-gates to all manner of huuen doubt ana
speculation s:l.v:l.r;g Peleg:lanim end rationalism free
rein. Vhen John says that Christ z;erformed B0 many
wonders that they could not all be recorded, Pnilipp
Isa:l.nlaer;der on 'i;he otiier hend seys, "The mirzcles
recorded in the gospels must be rége.rded. es the pro-
duct of the ideme vhich had geined lodgment in tie
religious consciousness of the people, the congen-
.:I.al forms under which t!ie hoped-for end tie expect-
ed were given a standing in the sphere of the resl."” 14)
The formael definition of Strauss resds, "We rate as
gospel myths eny narrative related d:lreci.;l.v or in-
dinectly to Jesus, which is not, and in so far as
it is- ‘mot, to be accounted an expression of fact,
. but a precipitate of an idea of His earliest diat::i.plas!']'5n

: ﬁ)} 3Gy Sheldon, Un Jl:lbeefg i ! "%eq%%ﬁeent&égentury . p.515

15 ) Teben .Tesu. Pa.r.
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Because the views propounded by.these men
are fnlse and have a following let us consider one
more, which #£lso follows ir the wake of the¢ denial
of Jesus' déity, before presenting our position.
Theodore Keim, a follower of. the Teubingen school
1825-1878, not only denied the supernstural concep-
~tion of Jesus and !is nre-existence but also the
sacrifice of God's JYemb on Cslvary's cross and iis
resurrection by calling -these occurances mere

SUBJECTIVE epnearances.

But "there cen be no selvaetion without the
diety of Jesus aesured' 16) Does John teach the
deity of Christ? Certainly if sny prophet, anostle,
or evangelist tegtified to the fact that Jesus is
t. e '"Christ the Son of the living God," (6,66) John
does in tune JFourth Gospel gnd thet not .in specula-
tive or ambiguous terminolcgy but in ltatements 80
clear and beautiful end at the same time 80 power-
ful and convinoins that this “Son cof Thunder" not
only uneauivocalxy preaents his ovm unshakable con-
vietions but also convincea others amd atrengthena

the feith of the weak. : YRR

16) Dr. Kretzmann's Fopuler Cormentary, ¥.T. Vol.
I, p. 414.

TN INITNE
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D.A. Hayes ssys, "The keynote in John is the
Son of God," 17) and again, "John's whole book was
written thaet mgn might bclieve that Jesus was the
Christ, the Son of God." 18) In en excerpt from
notes taken in a lecture room in Leipsic ILuthardt
- gays, "John would picture Christ as the iHon of God
in the absolute sense," 19) and for thesc state-
ments -there is'amnle proof in John's gospel due to

ti.e many divine namee ascribed to the Iord Jesus.

_The Lvangelist himeelf ceils iim the ‘..ord.l\oéos
. 1,1; ‘the true light, Td @5 Té A% 6ire’y ,1,9;
and the Only Begotten of the Father, 1,14, wio vas
'bbr_n of God, 1,13. These are divine nemes used of
Christ in 0ld Testement prophecy. It was this Light
of the gentliles _tha.t’ Iseiah referred to 9,2 and
49,6,' and ‘the Yord of which he spoke 9,6.

In cha.pter one 'I:he Evangelist also records
the splendid. tost:l.mony of John the :Bapt:l.st viio bap-
tized .Teaus as He was sbout to enter .ﬂ.s publ:l.c

m:l.n:l.stry aonceming which he BRys, 'Aml I saw, and

1'7 D.A.Hayes, John and His Tritings, p.l1l4.
Inyes, p.83.
Hayes, D.1l13.
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bere record theat thie is 'the S0F CF GOD," eo?ra_s E

€oTiy n"1a=;s Tov 0!31.34. :

Several of Jesus' disciples &lso bear splendid
teetimony to the divine Sonship. Vhen at the be-
ginning of Jie ministry the llezarene, & stranger
to Hatheneel, celied him by neme, this future
discinle realized thet fod incarnste was standing re-
vealed before. hin end in his surprise anc joy he
makes this noble confeseion, "Rebbi, Thou art ¢he Son

of tiod; Thou ert the king of Isrzel." 1,46.

Perhaps, the¢ most note-worthy confession
cf tre disciples was ‘made by Peter, the.rock-nman,
Jesus hed Jjust finished iis discourse on-the bread of
life and, o5 alwsys has been the case, the ‘ord was
g stunbling-block for some beceuse we ere told, 6,66,
"From thet. tine meny of !is discipies went back, and
welked no more wvith iim.". It wee discouresging
.and sorrovfully the Sevior aske the twelve, "Will
ye 2lso go ewey?" 6,67. Here it is, then, that
Peiter tekes it upon himself to voice the convic-
tions of .his fellow=dieciples and confidently de-

clares, "We believe &nd are sure that Thou art that
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Christ, the Son of the living CGod," © wies 0e¥ Ozsv
Vs
Ted §wrTos ,6,69. .

ZEven Thomas, who wes somewhet inclined towsrd

. soepticiei:, especislly sfter the Sevior had been

ocrusified and laid into the grave, wae fully convinced
of Jesus' deity p.fter seeing the risen Isster with
his own eyes so that he scknowledged his conviction
exclaning, "My Jord and my CGod," 20,28.

A beautiful profeeeion of faith in Uhrist &s

the 8051 of Goa outaside of the circle of liis ¢is-

ciples was made by lerthe, the sister of liery eand
. lazarus: just before Jesus raiged the latter fromn
the dead. Jesue vas comforting the sorroving iar-
tha, who. had epproeched Him first, with those
words that are most dear to every Christian, "I sm
tie resurrec:ion end the life: . he that believeth in
me, though he were deed,-yet shall he live: and vho-
soever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.
Believest thou this?". Whereupon she enswered, "Yee,
Lord: I believe that Thou sart the Christ, the Somn
of God, vhich should come into  tiie world," 11,25=27.



Even -neonle who had never met Jesus before
. accepted Him &8s God's Son when they sew His miracles
or were convinced from Old Testement Secriptures.
The inhabitents of Sycher hed their sttention first
called to Him by the woran of Samarie, who hed had
five husbands. ' Yhen they had come to faith,.they
confese, "low we believe, not because of tay ssying:
for we iisve uheard.iim ourselves, and know that
thie is indeed the Christ, the.Savior of the Yorld,"
4,42.20) P :

In ﬁccordance with these profeséiona of faith
Jeeus Himnelf taught thet e was i:he Son of CGod.
iiie biiterest enecmies a.cknowledged‘ that. That was
their accusation against iiim befc;re Pilate: '.'B_y our
law iie oug.t Go die, be.cause iie made .Himaelf the
gon of God," 18,7. He laid claim to tais divine
sSonship in iis cénveraaéion with kicodemus seying,
"God so loved the world, that le gave His only be-
gotten Son," 3,16, even Jesus who was now instruct-
ing him. One hundred &and nine times is calls God
-"Father) Ir.:ta,’,_. or "ly Father! Tov m‘lgo‘:' Aoy .
. It. was t:e Father who sent Him, .foxr in speaking of

20) Cf. Isaiah 49,6.
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iils teachings lie says, "The word which ye heer is
“not mine, but the Father's ¥wHICH SENT IE," 16, 24.
ILikewise winen preying to the Fether, lie seys, "This
is 1ife eternal that tiiey might know thee, the only
true God, and Jesus Charist WHCI THOU HABT SE.T,"
17,5.. In obedience to the Fether's.will iie did come
and tells the disciples, .vwho were somevhet elow in
conprehending His.dlvine origin, "For the Father
-Hizself loveth you, because ye neve loved me &nd hsve
believed thet I came from GGod. I CANE ¥ORTH.FrOI
THE FATHER, and am come into the worid," 16,27 & 28.
And because He came from Goc, Iie elso knows Giod and
is most intiretely acqua.ir;hed with iim end can say
to the discipies, "I shell shew you plainly tie Fa-
' ther..' 16,256. Ie Eept the Fatiher's commandments
(15,10) and will egain return to Him for Le caye,
"I go unto éhe Father, for my ]:‘a.,tﬁer is grecater than
I," 14,28. I

I BET: ‘But if Christ is God, why does ie Bay, "Ly
Father is greater than I?" "These worde which

. Arisne end Sociniens perpetuslly quote ae .triumph-
ant evidence against the proper divinity of Christ,
really yileld no :I.nte:_l.l:lgible sense on their prin-
ciples, Vere a ¥AN on his d:ea.th'bed. beho'ld:lng his
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friends in tears &t the proepect of losing him, to
say, 'Ye ouéht rather to joy ther weep for me, and
would :l.:; ye really loved me,' the specch would be
quite netural. But if they should sek him, WHY
Joy at hie departure was more suiteble then sorrow,
whoud they not stert back with astonishxent, ir not
horror were he %0 reply, ‘'Because my Jra.'l-;he:l.' is
greater than I'?" 21) Evidently, then, the words
8 TutTwp mov M€ Fwy Mo &V describe Christ
gccording to His humen neture in the state of hu-

anilistion. 22)

Ilothing eroused more hatred and versecution
toverd -'le_aus emong the Jév:_a then the cleim to divine
Sonshin. “r.hen e healed the men s.t‘ the pool of
Bethesde. on the sabbeth day, emmity ran high; buc it
took on the form of persecution vhen He seid ie

j:erfomec?. gsuch things as _God 's Son for Jol3n tel:_l.s
ua'.5;18= "The;'éfore the J'é'v’:e sought;the more bo‘kill
Him, because He not only hed broken the Ssbbath,

but said elso thet Cod wee s Fether, meking Him-
lsalf equal with God."

21) Jemieson, Feusset, and Brown -Cormentary, Vol. II,p.l147.
22 ) of. Christliche Dogmetik, Dr. Fleper, Vol. II,p.64.

11 TT TR
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Yot only when teaching the discivnles or the
'pebp'le out also whén de.nger ENG pereecution. yés.
"even death by crue:l:t‘:l.:::l.on threetened, Chriet inciet-
ed tiet e was the E‘on. of God, end I:ha'l: was vhet
Pilste, auperst:ltious Romen thet he wes, fezared most
(19,8) vhen the Jews irsisted thet he condeun Iim
'to"t:leath; 7 |

Theee epnelations elone esteblieh the Giety
of Christ but John gives us edditionsl proocf by re-
cording many divine attributes to which vesue either
laid cleim or which are otherwise ascribed to Him.
Although Christ weas sent by God the Father to per-
form Hie will e.lthough ie ie the Father'e fon, still
He i not inferior but in sll thinge coequa;l. with the
first pcrson of the Trinity, or as Guenther's Sym-
bolik liete the pure doctrine on thie point »nege
127, ":D.er Sohn Gottes, vom Vater in Ewigke:lt g8bor-
en, ist wahrer, wesenltlicher. netuerlicher Goﬂ'.
EINES ewigen goettlichen Vesene mit dem Va.'i;ar: " Vie
have resn ebove thet Christ is the Son of God. It
is mow our task to show that He is essentially God,
the second person in the Trin:l.ty. because i hes the
a.t'l;_r:l.'bl.;tes of God.



Iike ‘the Xether, Christ i1s eternel for tie
-Evangeliet seys, "In the beginning VAS the Yord,"
1,1; thet is when time begen (were it poscible to
conceive of such a time) Crrist,WAS . The Jews
also knew thst snd therefore they wonder now it is
"noseible for Him to die ané still mesintain that He
ig God seying, "We heave heard out of thie Isw thet
Ghtf:l.st cuideth FOREVER," 12,34. However, they did
not understarnd because they comld not distinguish
between His 'humen end divine neture. Christ Him-
gelf told the Jews, "Before Abrzhem.wes, I em,”
&,58, and sgain vhile communing with zZis Fsther in
prayer, He refers to iiis eternal being seying, "Tmou
(Fether) 1ovedst.: me before tiae :t‘ounda'l';ic;n of the

world, " 17,24,

The omniscence of the .Savior was instrument-
al in winning Hathensel as a disciple, for it seems
that when Jeeue told him where he came from end what
nis name wee, the disciple believed without amy -
furtaer proof. An incident elmost perellel to this
is tie one tiat trenepired et Jacob's tiell in Se-
marie vaere tihe Savior proves to the Ssmeritan wo-
men that iie knew all things by relating: certain in-

cidents in her past life, es for instance: that she

Cr e
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had had five husbends end wes now living with a
common=-law husband. #e saw intc the hearis of men,
"For Jesus knew from the beginning vwho tihcy were
that believed not, and who sihould betray Iim," 6,64;
15,11. Iie fore:cold tiie time of Peter's denial
(13,38) end knew thea suffering thet wes before

Him but e aid nct sesk to avoid it,for when the be-
trayer and his accom:.ices entered the Garden of
Gethsemane, Jesus! "knowing sll thinge thet snould
come - Upox iim, went forth, and said uvnto then,

Vhom seek ye?" 18,4. -

Furthermore, Christ ie one in essence wita
the.hther and again wé'quote 1,1: "The 1.'-'0;-6. wEEe
with God and the Yord was God." He as the only
begotten Son is "in the boson: of the Fa.ther..“ 1,1€,
- which shows the close relation in which they stend.
The d:l.-sc:l.plas were not elweys clear on this point
and Philip on one occapion. demends, "lord, shew us

the . Fathner, ‘and it sufficeth us", 14,8. But Jesus
‘answers, "Believe me thet I am in the Fether and
the Father in ‘me," 14,11l. '"He thet hsth seen me
-nath seen' the Father," 14,9.. And, "He thet heteth
- me heteth my Fether," 15,23. Perheps, the clearest
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statement to tuis effect is 10,30 where Jesus declares,
‘"I and my Fsther sre one", i’-u\a el é ”'Vl'v; ¢ “' :'r;uv.
Certeinly, they &re two .distinct persons, Fatzer and
Son, otherwise Jesus would not speak of t:iem, but

they sre one in-essence beceuse ie ssye, "I end my

Fether are one. !

Fro:: ‘th.is close union it follows that the

other aivine ettributes a.leo 'halong to Christ.

.Tohn claims c-mnipotence for Him in the opening veilee
of chenter one: "All things were n-.ade by Him; end
witihout =iz was not enything msde tnzt was made,"
1,3. }b;r:ev?er. the omnipotenc po".;er of the Father
is not different from thet of tue Son; they are tie
sane, "For the Son cen do nothing of iZimself, but
what ile seeth the Fotner do: for whet things soever
He doeth, these &lso doeth the Son likewise,® & u?g,s

au...’uj mocge, 5,19.

At times the Sevior eleo used this pbwe:.
'.’hen E;'e ack'nowledged Iiis ident:l.ty- to iiis ca.g.tora
1n nhe Gerden of Gethsema.ne. "They went backwerd and
fell to the grou‘d, " 18,6. In‘eddition thére are
the meny mirecles lie performed which John ﬁayg he
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has not recorded in iis book becsuse of t.eir great
number (20,30). In fact, John records only eight
of tiie Savior's miracles. The turning .of water into
wine, 2,1-=9; the heeling of t. e noblemen's son, 4,
50=54; 'the healirg of'.the impoten: msn &t the pool
of Bcthesda, 5,8 & 9; the heeling .of the nan born
blind, 9,6 & 7; tic reising of lazerus 11,43 & 44,
the draught of fisies, 21,6; feeding the five
tht;uaand. 6,11-14; and welking on the peea, 6,19.
Evidently John: did not wish to rememe ell the mirT-
acles recorded.. oy the other evangeliste for ell of
fhese Just named, except the last two, are new mir-
ua.olen. I'.hat- is, they are not record'eﬁ in eny ,'of tne

otier goapéla.

Jolm eleo teaches the sinleseness and holi-

" mess of the Son of Cod who in preying to the Fat:rer
addresses iim as "Holy Fa.the.r“,'lﬁ{t'y’ -'t'a. ce ,17,11;
as & result Chri:st too is holy because :ue is one
with the Fatier. A little later (17,25) He cells
Him '!Bighteouﬁ (Sélnulz) Fether." Thie righteousness
end siniesanéan Ye also oclaims for Himself in a dir-
ect statement -m:en He ssye 14,30: "The prince of this
worldl cometh, end hath nothing in me,” RB=38% Even



Pilate szid, "I find no feult (vi [ 4 I-:IV) in Him et
all," 1&,58. o silently snd meeckly did e l;u:r:l'."er
that Pilate testified two more times in the sub-

sequent chepter to :iis blauelessness (19,4 & 6) Dbe-

fore giving iiim over to death by eruecifixion.

Christ's authority, too, ie essentially tne
sane as t..at of tiie Father, "For the 'Wa.tner Julge'l'.h
no men, but hath committed all judgment unto the
-Son, " 5,28, "All tuinge thet tie Fathuer hath are
mine," (16,15) Christ seys in & clecr stetement re;
garding the close )relationun:l.p of Father and :Son, .
.8 possege. in wnich we heve "A womderfil glimnse of

the inner relations of the Godheed," 23 )

That Christ is one of tie rersons in the
Prinity is elso cleerly r.éush.i;. Y'e neve eeen that
e end tne Father are one &nd in the seme femiliar
terme He elso speaks of tie third verson in the

. A . , s
@rinity: "But when the Comforter (o mapet KA~ Tes),
vhich ie tue Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send
| ir my name, he shall téach you &ll things) 14,26.

.23 ) Jemieson, Fausset, and Srown Commentsry, -Jonn

8 e ulim



Yes, Christ even identifies [Hmself witih the Comi or-
ter, the iloly Ghost, for ile sayse, "I will pray the
Fatier and He shall give you snother Comforter

/ Ve
(@XNo-» WotpwkAwn Tor), that ke may sbide with you

forever," 14, 15.24' )

Certeinly e mind that is frec
from prejudice will reedily see end ackrowledge tuat
eleo the divine attrivutes of Christ eeteblish iie

d:l.vine Sonship.

In & separate peragreph le:i ue briefly. comn-
pider that ci.e Fourth Cospel aiso givee Chrigt di-
vine bonor &nd icry. Indeed, come hove =:ida, "“The
eim is to set forth t. e glory of ke divine logos, w28 )
We elso sec the glory of the Son of Lod, but witih more
fulness of meeaning John the evengelist can ssy of
himael:? a.nd-i;he other disciples, "We beheld s glory,
the glory of tie Only-begotien of tiie Fether, Ffull
of grace and truth," 1,14. On speciel occasione
His divine gl&ry shone _forti': with increseed brigit-

ness. 7Thus efter His first mirecle when lie turned

water into wine, John seys, "This begimning of mir-

24) It mey b. viell to mention nere thet in his first
epistle 2,1 John uses the word 7he%K)lyZes of Christ Himsel

g5) Bernird Weiss,-Biblicalr Theology of the Lew Testa-
ment, Vol. I, p. 1ll13.
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ecles did Jeeus. in Canc. of Calilee, &nd menifested
forth Ils glory? 2,11l. Also ihe miraclie of raisirg
Iazarus frém the dead served the glorificazion of
Jesus, ‘for vhen iie heard that Iszerus wes sick, He
-eeid, "This eickiece is not'unto-death, 'but for tne
glory of God, that the son of- Cod might be glorifi-
ed thereby," 1l,4. John the Bapéist in 211 hunility
geys, "ie must increase, bu. I nust decreasce. iie
tiiet cometa from sbove is esbove ell: he that is of
the esrth ips earthly, end =zrneaket. of the earth: e
tiast comech fro: aeeven Iz ABOVE ATY " 3,30 & 3l.
Thig ettitude taken by John,Jdesue reguirss of ell
men wien -« B&ys, "All men should honour the don,
even &g they honour tie ¥Fether. ne tpet hionoureth
not ti.e ion honouretsa not the ¥etier wihilch iati sent
Him," 5,23. “he .'.w-jther IHimgelf shares tiie &.oTy éf
tne Son &5 Jeeug indicates when .ig hour hec come by
seying, "low is tie Son of lan glorified, and God is
glorified in iim," 13,51. From eternity this gloxy
nad been ilis as we see from the preyer Iie addresees
to Hie heavenly Father 17,15: "O Father, glorify me
with thine own self with the glory which 1 aed with

thee before tihe vorld was."™

TR
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Thug the Evangelist establighes the deity of
Christ and although the enemies aseail thie doctrine,
yot they are without proof because they delve among
the false sources of unbelief and rationelism instead
of ‘heeding .the Savior's words: "Search the SCRIF-
TURES; for in them ye think ye have eternsl life:
and they are they vhich TESTIFY.OX I'E," 5,39. ©&o
lavish is the Fourtn Gospel in escribing divine nemes
and attributes to the Son of God and eccording to
Hin tike glory, mejesty, and honor of CGod thet we

.mey readily subscribe to the stetement quote(i at the

begin:ing of this part: "John's whole booik vas
written that men might believe that Jewur ig the

Christ, the Son of .GCod."

IV. THT MEBSIAH

> This Son of God maede menifeet in tie flesh
is He of whom lioses and the 'pi-Opﬁets wrote (J‘ohnﬁ..45 ).

e is THE Prophet promised by Cod Deut. 18,18, "I will

ra:'l"se" them up & Prop!iet ':Erom ETICNE their brethren. .




He ig the lieselieh 26)

(The Christ) in whom the feith- ‘;
ful pleced their trust ever since the tiie God hed *
promised (fen.3,15) thet the womsn's geed should

bruise the serpent's hesd.

Yany mneople, especielly Jews, did nct belleve
that Jecus of lazeret:. was thet promiced E:es:l.ah
(John 7,52), nor are they convinced of it et the
nresent i:in. As & Trezult r:-.t:m;,r impoeters have teken
edvantage of thie o onion end efter the cepture of
Jerugalem under Titus 'IAO A.D. sougiii to reetore the
Jewish E:in&;dc:; by por:ii-:ﬁ 'as the expected Ilessiegh.
Perhsre, the nost noteworthy of these folee i'essiahs
' wes Parco chbe, a Jew of the second century whose
recl neme was Bimeon. Iefore Romen discipline »re-
vailed, 21l)l who refised. to subnit to him, pertici=-

*larly tie Christians, were put to deeth.

26) lieeeisn ie derived from the Hebrew W ulJ

vhich occurs thirty-nine tines in the 0ld Testement.

It ig the verval noun from n U9 meaning "enointed”. /
In the I¥X it is elweys rendered by tiie Greck XgcoTos.
The }Messiah or the Christ are the officiel nemee of

the Savior designacim§ iis office which, however,
gredually ceme to be used a8 proper nemes. Offiecisl
persons anointed on the, 0.T. were prophete (1 Ifg_. 19,16),
priests (Ex. 28,41 ), and kinge (1. Sem. 9,16 ). . These
geveral offices Christ, the Antitype, embreced in

iimsgelf.



Today the .Teﬁs:l.h cemn 1s divided into ‘thres
distinct branches: (1) the extreme right, (2) the
extreme left, snd (3) the center.. The first brenc..
is lmowm as.orthodo:; in. their adnerence to the
m_-l;ere.l_:l.nterpreta'.‘.ion of the Fible end treditiocn.
"This cless of Jews continue to loock for e mersomnsal
reign of l‘essimh, and théir restoretion to ti:e land

27 -
) ™o cecond cleces ere the

of their forefathers."®
Reformed Jews who neither expeet nor desire & I essiesh.
The third cless is a moderate perty vhich is eweit-
4ing a future E-‘essian.:lc. sge. lovever, let us bricfly
-see thet tae ilessieh hes come by pointing out iiie

:Eulfilfl.mq:nt of 0ld Testement prophesy aleo in John.

God h:d promised a Deliverer to the perents of
the humen re.ee- (Gen.5,15). ie wee to be e mighiy
Prophet es loges is told Deut. 18,18: "I will relee
them up & :Froyixet from emong their brethren like un-
‘tb ti:ea. ®  Ysaslish eays of Him, ';The governmenic shell
be upon His siioulder: end His ne;nez ehzll be called
Vondesrful, counaellof. the ?x:lghty God, The everlcst-

27) H'Clintock end Strong,:Cyclopediz of Biblicsl
Literature,- Vol. VI, p.13%. .. :
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ing ¥Father, The Prince of Feece," 9,6. And regard-
ing Iiis qus_n.liﬂce.uons: "The spirit of the Tord

shell rest uponr Iim, the spirit of wisdom and under-

'standinﬁz. the spirit of council end might, the spirit

of knowledge end of t..e feer of the Iord," Is.l11,2.
Suweh en une were the believers of liew Testement times
honing for and sone recdignized Him seying, "0 &
truth this is the’ Frophet," 7,40. Others diasrea;d
soylings, "Shell Christ come out of Gplilee?" 7,41.
"Search and look: for O;ii} of Gelilee arizeth no

prophet, " 7,52. hey oclung to Iiica 5,2 saying that

ile miust come out of Bethlehenm from the geed of

Devid, but had they been better informed, they
would have knowvn thet /e sctuelly wes born in Beth-
lchem end thot l'sery end Josep:.. were deseendents of
the Houee of David.. As = metter of fa.e.t they were
also wrong in meintaining thet no prophet came or
would come out:-of Gelilec for, to cite sn inetance,

the prophet JohBkeca:e fro. Geth-hepher, near the Sea

‘of Galilec.,

Jegus Ifimself ecknowledges thet in Him the
0ld Testament writings ere fulfillcd when ie seys




5,46: "Had ye believed iioses, ye would hcve believed
me: for HE WROTE.OF }ME." The only reason for the
unbelief of the Jewe was thet they vould nut agree
thet in Jesus the pronised ifessieh hed eppeared.
Thelr concertion of the Christ waes purely ceranal.
They resdily would ..ave acclsimed Iim & king cculd
they Iave persuesded Him to accept a temmorcl crown
(6,15). Bui sccording to the prophesy, "Yet Lave

X set my knig upon my holy hill of Zion," Fs.2,6,
Jesue could not rule e:teez.wt in the uearts oi 1@n "so
He departed, sgain into & mountein Himpeli nlonef
6,15. Even Pilate sew thet iie leid no eleim waat-
ever on temporal nower when He simply &nc clecrly
stated, - "Iy kingdom is not of this world," 18,36.
But witi. these very words iie aslso. pcknowledges to
Filate thet e is & King, (18,37). Only very re-
cently, oﬁ the occesion of ils triumphent entry into
Jerusalem, hed the peopls escclsimed Him shouting,
"Hopanne: Blessed ie thie ¥Xing of lereel tha.l'.‘ cometh
in the neme of the Lord," 12,13, as the propaet had
foretold Zech. 9,9; yet it wes true what :e hed esaid



28)

to Pilate, "Iy kingdom ;a not from hence," 18,36.

By epecisl little explanatory remerke John from
time to time calls attention to the fact thet in

Jesus tiie s@yinge of the prophéta were being ful-
filled. %“hus when Jesus purged the temple (Chep.2),
the kvengelist refers to the prophesy to this effect
in Ps. 69,35: "For the zeal of thine house heth
ecten me up." Ana sgain 19,36: "For these thinge
were cone, that tn? Scrinturc szpuld be fulfilled,

A bone of Ilim shall not be broken." BSome.of Jesus'
soyinge were not understood until agter His resur-
rect%on_aa ?ohn vointe out 2.2?: "When therefore e
we.s risén f'rom uht dcad, lis dieciples remembered

‘thet ie hed seid thie unto them."

The sufferinge and crué¢ifixion, too, were
fulfilled ;ccordiﬂg 20 prophecy. Iseleh, who lived
about 760 years before Christ, pietufes thc éaviorfs
euffering so vividly (Chep/ 53) that one would think
he vitnessed tizt Gdod ‘Friday scene from the foot
of the cross. tavid elso foretold Iils passion ssy-
ing, "They pierced my heands and my fhet" (Pe. 22,16)
;qd in these wounds we are told 20,25, the doubt-

28) Cf. Ps. 110.
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" ing "homas wents to »lace his finger: before he
will believe. The serpent of brass erected by lLoses
in the wildernese wis & type of thec crucified Fe-

_ deemer as Jesur rlmeelf points out. 3,14 snd 12,32 &

-53. The parting of His garments by cnsi:i!-f_-; lots as

told in Ps. 22,18 is recorded &s coming to pass

John 19,23 & 24.

To tnese quotetione we mey slbo ndd the tes-
timonies of certain believers. "Philin finceth
Y¥athanael ani saith unto him, Ve have found Ilim, of
whom i osee in the Tew,and the proyhets did write,
Jesus of lazereth, the Son of Joseph," 1,45. /An-
drew said to Hie brother‘8imon, "We heve found ike
leseiae, vhich is, being interpreted, the Chriet,”
1.41.. Yarthe scid, "I believe that Thou art the
G.h:l.'isb t;.e:Bon o:f._‘ “od," 11,27. Peter epesks for the
entire ;ompqny of the discip.es comfessing, "We be-

X lieve and a.:"e aur. i:he.'l'. Thou art that Christ, the
Son of the living Yod," 6,69.

Thue in detail the words of the prorhets con-
rgerning the coming ieseiah were fulfillea clso in

the Fourth Cm pel and meny believed on Him (11,45 ).



the reesder whic.. hae not yet been answered, viz.

=350~
But there still mey be & guestion in the mind of
whet wee tie work or mission of the liessiah? 'f
i
T

Thet the leesiah wes to redeem this sinful
world was generally knovn even in the 0ld Testament
for every. Jewish sacrifice _typified the one and
All-gufficicnt Secriiice which was to be reslized in
tze Son of God. As & lemb withoui epot and blemish
vens sacrificed ior t:.e sins of tae peonle so waus
Chriet to be offered up in oxder to reconcilg God
to mankind. Thet is why John c¢ne Beptist on -seeing
Jesun exclaimed, "Behold t:e Jamb of God, which
taketh away the =in of the world," 1,29.

The Lvengelist well knew that tnere was need
OT . BAYLOT din this worlA whidhiwsalsrrouded by tae
. night of ein and 1:I.r:lr;g in caernal security fuﬂr al-
t.ht)'ug;h "The world wes mede by iim, the world Knew
3m not. He ceme unto iis own, and is own receiv-
ed Him not," 1,10 & 11. Ae‘cordina to Jesus' own
words eternsl deat.. ewaited the unbclievers when He
gaye, "I seid t.llererore" urto you, thet ye suell die
in your s=ins: for if ye believe not thet I em He,
ye shall die in your sins," 8,24. wihig 18 the com--



demnation, -hat light is come into the world, end .
"men lbved darkness rather than lizhi, beczuse their

deeds were evil," 3,19.

It was the tesk of the Savior to¢ bring light
and salvation to this world streying blindl; about
in the darkness of sin. God hed imposed it uvpon
" Him 29) -"For iod s0 lovid the world that He gave
His only ‘begotten Son, that wnosoever believeti: in
Him should not perish, but heve everlepting 1ifc,*”
3,16. To fulfill this wish of the Fether Jesus ca;z:zem,
28 ‘le ssys 12,47: "I came noi to judge 'the vorld,
but to SAVE TH® WORT™D," \'f»' f‘u ru’rn 1:3 v A’at-’mar .

80 that on the eve of His sscorificiel dcatii e can

say, "I heve kept my Father's cormendments sm: ebide

in Ele 1lbve," 15,10. "Greater love hath no men than
this, tha.t 8. men 1ay down iiie life for his friends, "
-EI.5.13;_ gnd by His desth and resur?ection He triumph-
ed over tae worid and the powers of darkmess, for ie
" tells Hie porrowing dimoiples, "In the world ye
siall have .tr:l.bula.tion but .T:e of go'od eizee:r; I JAVE

CVERCOME TXE WOEID," 16,35. O glorious truth; Carist

29) 17,4: "I have glorified tihge on tl‘ye eerth: I
have finished tie work é $i§ukes wee i racfow .
= 30) "As tne Yether gave me cormendment, even sc I do"

oSTws mee'S ,14,31.




has conquered sin, deeth, end the devil, so that the
prince of thie world, Satan "has notihing in [Hn" and
iie 1s at liverty toc go end nrepsre & place for us in
His Father's house wnere there are many mansions
(14,1). He is all thing to ell believers sni assures
the disciples of this saying in seven different dis-
courzes: "I em the bresé of life" (6,25), "I am the
ligh. of tize world" (8,12), "I am the docor" (10,9),
"I em the good snepherd" (10,11), "I sm the true
vine" (15,1), "I am the resurrection and the life®
(11,25), and "I em tne wey, the truth, end the life"
(14,6), that eccording to His ult:l.ma.te PUrpOEe WE mey
be united with iim who is tue :iiead of the Church and
with iidm shere the glory of God in heaven as - says
17,22; "The glory which thou gevest me I have given
them; that THEY IAY Bi CO'E, even AS WE ARE OHE."

=g « Ve 2. CORCLUBION

“his briefly ie the-Christ of 5t. John's Gospel.
e note especially two truthe that the Beloved Lis-
ciple has reiterated again and egain: :'I..' That in-the

perscn of Jesue Chriet, tuere is a truly divine and

e R RaR R et s s | | |
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* humen naeture, and 2. That e is the promised licssieh
sent of God to redeem the world. Xor this "Gospel of
Gospels” 31) we are very grateful for it ie & bul-
wark of defence against tie asegaulis of thosc wiio
would dehy these doctrines in an effort to strin
the Savior of trne uork of Redemption. Wouid to God
thet we et all times and especiclly over egeinst
false teechers could be so poweriul in ti.e defence
of our Sevior as the "Son of Thunder® is in hiz prec-

ious Gospel.

G Ve dare mot stand idly by when reticnelism and
unbelief atteck such doctrines as these whic.. are

t..e very heart aﬁd life of Chrigtian doctrine becagse
vhoeeever denies Jesus Christ denies Cod, for ie end
the Fatzer are on;. Above ell let us hold }asf o

the Scripturel doctrine of the Redeemer as Lc iz £180
taught in our confessions 52) for "He thet believeth

on the Son HATH everlcsting life", John 35,36.
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51; Philiyp Schaff in John and His Writings, Hsyes,D.é€0.
32 ) Luther's Suell snd Ierge Cetechism, Second Art.
Auvgsburg Confession Art. III,p.46.
Apology of the sugsburg Confession Art. III,p.119.

Formule of Concord, xpitome, Art. VIII,p.El7.
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