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~BE CHRIST OF ST. JOKir'S GOSPEL 

I. Introduction 
' T:pB purpose in writing this treatise on ,he . 

Christ in St. John's Goape~ ia moapt ab:cy, ~re■■ed 
• 

by the ~loved Disciple himself' vlnen he says in his 

gospel ~0,31, •Bu't these thi~• are. ,•,ritten, that 
.. . . .. • • 

ye might believe t~t Jesus ia the Christ, the Son . 
of' Gae\.•·. Jesus did so many things outside of' tho■e 

•• • I . 
recorded in the gospels that John aaya, •I suppose . 
that even the world itself could not contain the . . 
books that should be written•, 21,25. f heref'ore, . . 
with the help of' God, the present wri~er, t~o, shall 

I 

try to briefly shoY1 f'rom this one gospel that Je-
. 

aus, tlle son of' Joseph end. l!ary, we.a ·also Christ, • 
, .. 

the promised Jieasiah and Son of' God. 

· No apalo6'Y is necessary :ror·. the present 

- treatise, ·f'or .aa long a:a there are enemies of' 

• Christ, Chriatie.ne must. 140 all that ia in their · 

·: . . power to oppose the heresy promulgated by false teach­

ers and unbelievers. Ev'en duril'IS Jesus• visible 

aoJourn here on e~~~h "mazJ.y of' itla discipl~a wen~ 

:back, ~nd. walked no :mor~ with .Him,• 8r6~. ·•BEcept 
• • • • i-

., 
ye see signs and T1011ders1 ye will not belJ.e"lien was 

the ll'as~ez'a .complaint, 4,48. But the same ration-
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alia, unbelief, a~4 enmity prnaile in our &Be■ 

Bohopenliau~r brazenq, yea ridiouloualy eeeerted, 

•nm oonai4ere.tion to.r the welfare ot aniln,~l'e cho.r ac-. . . 
teri■tie of' both Bwld.hiam and Brahmanimn s howed t llem 

. to be nearer perteotion than· ei ti1er .Tudaiani or 

Chriatian:l ty• • 1
) Btrauaa, a Germa.n t heologi an 

I •• • • 

and philoaopher 1808-74, boldly asserts, in hie . . . . . . . ' 
book D.e Old J'aith and the Xn, "We lmow t a r t oo .. 

0

little reapeoting th~IIIUI of ~azareth t o warrant t he 
. . 2) 

oberi llhi:ng ot any religiou.■ dependeno& upon Him. 11 

I • I • 

On Ha.rah ii, 1928 JleT. \fm. Montgomery BroTln, to n ner 
t I • • " I ' 

Jl»iaoopal Bishop of .Arke.naaa, who ,,aa eX!)elled f'rom ... 
hie mini.atry tor heresy, preaohed in Cmmnunity 

Church, lln York, 
1 
•~ aa:l:d. 1 •Jeaua ia -wholly a m,yth. 

Bl'en ft Ba li-red. aa a~. t here are no historica l 

taota ot ma lite.• ~) But be that .aa it may, be­

oauae God • 11 Word i a much more p01'lertul -q.an men' JS, 

~ - Bil grant. that t:tieae pages aena, in a JP&aaure, 

to aom'IJat 8D4 auoceaatully o:,poae ■uab~rank unbelief' 

aD4 hereay •• that quoted above ·by ., expo■irJ8 their 

~.I • • •• : • • .. 11 BlieU.on -1:hb,el:l:et in the :nuteenth Century, P• 13'1. 
2 Sb.eUon .,t,'nbtll::Let iil the llineteenth . Centu:w-. JP• 2'13 • 
a Poat-Di11J111,to1L, at. r.ou1a, Jl'a.rch B, 1928 • 

. 
• • . -. , . .. . .. ;. .. - :.-
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errors .and ref'uti11B tl'&em ·on .:the baai11 of' God•a m,:iy 

Word and apecif'ically.:.her.e f'1om. St .. John'·• (loapel. 

. ' In our c1q comparatively f'n are ao bold &a 
• • • "t • 

to BB¥ t bat •Jesus is wholly a :m.yth• because the 
• I i : • .' • 

weight of' evidence asainat t hem ia too gr•at. 
:• • I - • •• J • 

Teachers whoae smbition it ia to set into the pub-. . ., 
lie eye, who are enemies of' Chr~at 8J!d instruments . . . . . . . 
in the hands of Satan clothe their doctrines concern-

• " I • 

I • • • 

1118 the son of' mm in a dreae• that Tiill hide the 
• • • • • P'9 I • .• • I 

aubtle~y of" t l1eir e.rs~enta. ID t he second century 
-, ' . 

of' th~ Christian era Dooetiam, a f'orm of' Gnosticism, . . . 
! • I I • • 

arose which taught a ,·,rong view of' the union of' the 
• I • .: • • _, • f' 

divine and hmnan natures in the person of' Christ. 
I • II • 

•ID order to remove · the author of' &11 sood :tram 

ali contacl .. with mat
0

ter
0

, ~~ioh ~hey tco~cei; ad. th~ 
t · • I '·l . . . .. . . 

same as evil, they called in the aid of' Oriental 
I • _. e • •i: 

philoaop~ in .order to people the apace between 
~ - • I 

. .,: 

God and matter with a vast auccesaion of' superhuman 
• -' •• 11• • 

. . -
beings aa mediators between God and. the wn-ld. 

... • • ! • •• , • l J 

emanating f'rom the :Dllity, were called aeona, •o• 
• I • • •• • •• • 

• • • .. • ... 'II -

these t r&e his~ea\ rlJil]c ••• all!lllt.tcne4 to Chr1at. ~ 4r, 
ID this way ·they. denied tlle ·himan1 :ty o:t: ChrJ:■t aq1:q 

: . . . 

4) H'Clintock &Del Stro.ng Cyclopedia, Vol. II,p.&t4. 



. tmt·He waa auperhmoan, a mere Yiaion or deceptive 

• ahcnl:· ,Baheinleib ). Vie ment!:on thi■ here beceuae 

•Doceti• (the ·apeculative vin of Christ's person) . . . . . 
reQpeara in mo~ttrn times in the mythical· and spirit-

uil:iatia theories which•attempt to red~ce Christ-. . . 
1·an1 ty to an e.eathetia rel1g1on, in 'f1hioh no realities 

-are neaeaaa~· but au~ e.~ the human mind can supply 
0

88 ld.e~■'i • ■ B) ~Oday the~e are many sec'ta Wi .O 
• ... • Jr • ~ 

4•11¥ that Je·a,:ua is the Son of (TOil and Son of mm. 
. 6 '\ . 

hehther•a· ftplbolik Iiata t,,e Sooinie,na, t':"ni~e.rians, 
, . . 

~ualtera, Seventh Dq Adventists, Uiliversaliets, 
~ . . . . . 

liomona, Spiritualists, Ruasellites, and others t -1.:10 - , 
• I • ■ • ~ 

1n their cobf'eaaiona teach that the incarna tion of . . ' -
an eternal Son of God, a paraon of the frinity, 1a 

\ • • I • I • I I • • 

Dll>D■s:tble. I4ke the . iQubborn, unbelieving Jew·a 
··' ·· . ' .. . .. _. .... .. . . 

thq aek, "tlho :I: ■ the· Son o_f lu7• 12,34, even a:r-
: • :. : • ' • • • .. , r: ~ : • • • 

ter Jeaua had told them. and. cl•onstrated to them . . .. 
by ma:ai miraolea l'lho lie was. 

. . . 
r.owever, our intention 

--- . •. 'i' ... 111 • 

1■ no't ao •~oh to set f'o.rth the distinctive errors 
·, t'. • • • • • 

• , tlwae ••at■ •• t• pre■entation of the perao~ of .... - :- . :--- . . . . . .. . 
Chr:lat •aooor4~- to st. lolm •a Gospel. 
. ' 

l?·J JfaJ1;11naen1 'Jlope,t:taa, Par • . 1:28. . 
a) Guenther• a ~bolik, p. l '12 tt. . . 

• • • ' ■ 1 
. . . 







D,48: •mui ye be~ieved. lfoaea, ye-woul~ h ~e beli~ved 

ma: f'or iiE \'IP.OTB. OJ' J.'B. 11 ?he ·.pnly. res.son f'or the 

unbelief' of' t he .Tews was :th.et. t hey \.ould not agree 

that ::I.~ • .reaus t he promised l.:eaa:l.ah had e.ppeared. 

• 1he.tr oopception of' tms Christ was pl.!r ely car nal • 

. They readily would .. ave acclaimed Irim a k i 11B could 

tbeY ma.ve peraue.!i,ed H1D1 :to accept a tem:por 11l crov,n 

(e, 16· ). But ac.q_oi:cl.ing ,to the prophesy, 11Yet :m.ve 

> aet m.,y ~is· upon m.,y holy hill of Zion, 11 )?a. 2 , 6 , 

.reaus could not .~le except in the , earts of 1:lln 11ao 

H'8 ~8Jl&,rted ae;ad.n into a mountain Jf:l.mJ elf alone~• 

6, l:6. IV'en Pilate 11:.w that re l e.id- no clai m \IIJm.t­

ever ~n ,emporal power when He simply &nu cleerly 

. atated, · 11:uy kingdom ia not of tm.a w.orld, 11 18 ,36. 

But wi tia'! these "r:, v,orda iie alao. ack110T1lecige& to 

Pilate th&t Ire la a Kfng, (18 ,a7 ). Only very re­

cent;cy,,, on the occasion ot .ii:l.a triump•t entry i nto 

.reruaa:l.mn, had t l ,e people acc-la1me4 li1m ahoutiDSi" 

•m,aanna: Blessed la t he K:lng of lerael t ilat cometh 

.tn the name of' t he Lord,• 12,lS, aa the propn.et .had 

f'oretold Zech. 9,9; yet "'i.t . waa true what .a;ae hatt said. 

' . 



2J). 
to Pila-ta. 11}4y kingdom ~a not from henoe, n 18~36. 

By specia l little exp:J,anatory remarks John trma. 

tilile t o time calls ettention to. the tact that in 
. . .. : . . 

J"eaua t i,e aj\yins·e of' t he prophets were being ful-

filled. i'hua v,llen Jesus purge:.:d the temple (Chap.I). 

the A"Va ngellst refers to t he prophesy"to this eft6ct . 
in Pe. 69,35: 11For the zea l of' thine -hous hath 

ea t en Ille up . 11 Anc, v-,t;ain 19 ,36: •·For the_a, thing s 

,·,er e clone, that t i.e Scri»ture: should be f'ulf'illed, 
• •• - ' ,r • 

A bone of' !Jim shall not be bro~en. 0 SOE.a . of' Jesus• 
' 
BD,¥1nga were not underetoo~ until a; ~er Hia resur­

r e ction aa John pointe out ,2, 22.: -~/hen therefore Xe 
• I i I • • 

was riafn from ~h~ dead, !lie diaci~les remembered . . ~ 

t hat lie Jal sa id t his unto them. • 
I 11 • I • • • I ' ·- 'I 

The suf'f'er£nga and
0

crucif'ixion, too, "were 

·t ulf'illed accordirig fo pro~hecy. Isai~, ~ho lived . . ,. 
.. about '75.0 yep.rs 'bef'ore · cmiat, ~icturea t he Savior~e 

• 

eu:f!f'ering ao v1v1dl3 (~p/ 53) t liat 'one l70Uld t hink 

he ,. i tne aaeil t i.a t Gdod 'Friday aceiie •f'rom the f'oot 

.of' the cross ~ JJav~d e.lso fore~old !ii.a paaaio1;. BB¥• 

~118, "They pierced ~ hands e.nd my :r•et• (Pa. 22, 16·) 

and in these wou&da we a re told 20,25, the d~ubt-
, # • 



• 1ng "ilomas wents tc, place his f11JEert before he 

will be~ieve. ~he serpent of braes erected by l oses 

in the t1ilderneaa w,.a a type of t he crucified Re-. . 
demaer aa .Teano .t.J.meelf points out .. 3 1 14 s.nd 12 , 32 8.: . . 
a~. The pe.rtins of liia s arrnenta by casti ng lots as . . . 
told. in Pa. 22 ,18. ia recorded a a comins to pas s 

John 19 I 23 & 24■ 

To t J1eae' quQte. t ione v,e me,¥ al lso add t he t G&­

t1mon:tea o:f' certain believers. 11Pliil1p f i nt.. et h 

lfathanael i;.nci aa1:th unto h:lm, \i e he.Te found J i m, of 

whom j'oaee in ' t he r.avr, and the prophets did v.·rite , 

.Teaua o:f'• lrazarethi the•' Son of Jos eph, 11 1, 45 . .An­

drn said to Ilia brothel' ' limon, "Vie hl'.v e f ound Ghe 

Keaeiaa, vhioh la, being interpreted, the Chris t, 11 

•I believe .that hou art tlle .. 
Christ t i,e .Son or ~od, 11 11,2'1. Petei■ speaks t or t he 

entire com;,~ q:f' the diaci~Jea caw.teas i ng , 11\Ve be­

lieve and are aura that i,iou ~rt that Christ, ,t ho . . 

Thus in detail the wori:la of Che pr ophe t s con­

•oem:tns the ~coming .i:i:easlah wore f'ull'illed e lao in 

t:&e Jlo\.rth O• pel and many believed 011 Him (11, 45 ) • 

. ' .. 



But ~he1·e ati:l m£.y be e. 11ueati9n in th, milid. of' 

. t he read,er vhic.:, haa .not y•t been annered: 1 viz. 

whe.t was t ~o work or misaion 9t t~e Jiessiah? 

. T}Jet t he ~aRiah was to redeem th:l:.a ainf'ul 

_worl~ was generally known even in the Old Testament 

t.or every, Jewiah aacrif'ice.~ypif'ied .the .qne and · 

All-auff'ici nt Se.cri:fice ,1:tiich 'l~aEJ tQ be_ realized "in 

t ne Son of' Gqd. As a lmnb t;i:tl').oufi . ~po~ and blemi ah 

\".'F■. D aa crif'iced :ror t:.e sins p:f! j;a e people ao 11e.a 

Christ to bf .offered up in .order to ~reconcil- Qqd 

to mankind. ;11he.t is Tlq Joqn t h~ ~pti11t on -seeing 

Jesuo a:xcla i:qu-'d, 11.Behold t •~ Iamb of Godi whi.ch 

taketh at1ay the ein o:e. the wo,rlC,., n l _, 29. 

' . . 
The ~vanseliat well knew tl'l&~ . t here was need 

. -
I ■ • ~ . .. ,_ • 

of' a Savio1· in this v,orlci ,vhic . wail ahrp~ed by t.a.~ . . .. ,. . ~- ._ . . 
. nig.1t of' sin -and li:ring in carnal security for ·e.1-

• • • • :. I 

hoUBh uThe world waa made by Him, the vorld knew . . . .. 
Him not. ' Ha came unto :«a 'ov,ri, and Xia own ra·ceiv-

ad il1m not, 11 1, 10 I:. ·11. 
. ~ 

Acc.ordil'.!it :to .Teaua • own . . ~ . 
,1orda ·e·ternal deat ~ awai 'f;ed th.a unbelie"f-are wii-.ii • 

) . 
·~a.ya, •it a"e.i"d' 't'heraf'ore· ur-'to you, tlla1; ye a tli1,li d~•-. . 
in your sins.: f'or if ye .bel-ie~e not that i em He, 

ye· shall. die ~n-yaur ~ina,• 8,24. "•Thia la the oon-



damnation, ~hat light~• come into the world, a nd . 

· men lm:ed darltneaa rather than lit-h t , bece.use their 

deeda, were evil,• 3 i l9. 

- It waa the t&ak of t he Savior t o br1116 light 

and aalvatlon to thta world straying blindly about 

in the darkneaa or ain. God had imposed it vpon 

. Him 29 ). . •liar Cod BO lov d t he t,orld t."1a.t He " (~S.V•-

itta an~. ·ibegotten Son, tha t whosoever believt:t .l: 111 

iI:lm should not. per.tish., but have everla atint; lite. , 11 

31 16. Ta lulfilll "'t ,hi-a 'l'li&h of t he Fat her Jesus CfJJ!le~ f 
aa -lle aqa 12,,,: •I came not to Judge·the worl d, 

., '"' c' , I ~ but to SAVE TE QRTD, a """ c.,iJ( r., .. .,, 'Co,,, to,;■,1tol'. 

ao that on the ne of 1iiil aaarificia l dea~- .. e co.11 

1111¥, "I have ~apt 1J1Y :i'ather•a cOJ.'IJDNldments am'i abide . . 
in Jiia 1•••• 15,10. •Greater love hath no me.n than 

. . 
thia, that a man lay dOffll liia life tor his trieJ'\dB, 11 

. ' . 
1S,l3i aiid by H:l.a death and resurrection He triumph-. . . 

I 

114 over ~he world and the pov~era of darknesa, to.1· iie . . . ~· . 
tel~• ma •~rrowing diaciplee, •In the world ye 

' 
■ball have tribulatiQn but be of s~od cheeri I .:iAVE 

~cm.m ~ME 'WOFcm, 0 16,33. O glorious truthi Christ . . . 
I • 

29 J° l,, 4r-: •m: have· slorifi:e~ t l19e on' \lJ,e ·ae.rth: I · 
have f'in,iah.ed t he T/Ork '1.r .. 1., ~II l'rA& n·,,, .. .., . 
ao) •Aa t~e Fat hn- ' gave me 001DJD2.Ddment, even ao I do 0 

•• ~ .. , ,,.. 1 'G" , 14, Sl. 
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ha.a conquere.d ain, , cleath , · arid. tlle devil, ao that the 

prince of this T1orld, ·satan •haa nothi:ng in mm• and 
. iie 1~ at lioerty to ~go and ·prepare a place ~or ua in 

iii a Bather' a houae v,here there are DIIIIW' manaiona 

(14,l). He ia all!' thing to all 'believers anci. aaaurea 

t he diaciplas of t his ■&¥ins in aeven 4ifierent a14ie-· 

courses·: •n1 am the bre&d of life11 (6,25 ), •I am the 

ligl .. o:r t he warld:11 (.8, 12 ) , n I ,am th& door 11 ( 10; 9 ) , 

. ., . 

· "I ma the g.ood snepl1erd11 (10, 11 ), •I am: the- true 

vine" (15,1), 3 I am the realArmection and the lif'e• 

(11,25), a nd "I am t ne way, ~he truth,, and the 1:1:fe• . -. 
(14,6), that 2c~ording to !ii.a ultimate purpose we. J118¥ 

. .. 
be uni ted with l i:l.m who is t he .Head of the Church and . 
,71 th .i.i.im ahar, t he slo~ of' God in heaven aa ~ .aqa 

I • 

17,22; •The s~ory Tlhich .thou gaveat m~ I !lave .given 
. . . . 

themi that. T:Hm!' MA!!: BK Oi !E,. even AS WB ABE OHE. ·• 

I• • , - . L, 

. . . ·= . . Iv. •: COA"CJ.el lSIOlT 

•=1hia briefly ia the- Christ of st. -John •a Goapel. 

~le note e·apecially two ,trutha that the Beloved JJia­

, ciple l}aa re:1terate4 again ,and. • •. aaain: l. !bat in •;the· • • 
.. I • II 

person of J'eaua Ct'hr:l:at, t her·e ia a truly divine am 

. ' . . . 



· human •nature, and 2. ~hat i£e is the promised !a.:saiah 

■ttnt ot Gad ta rt:d.em the world. i'or. this 11Gospel at 

(Joapela• al) ·•• are ·very grateful tor it ia a bul­

wark Q~ defence qainat t he assaults of t hose ,~10 
. 

would den¥ thaae d·ootrinea in an effort to st'l'!ip 

the Savio~ ot .t ne ~ark of' Redemption. ~oul d to Ood 

t!Jat we ,at ~!l t im.ea and eapeci~lly over agai n&t 

tal.ae t ·eaohera oo;uld 'ti• aq p.owartul i n t .i.e defence 

of' our Savi~r a a t he qBon of Thunder0 i s i n hi o pr ec-

• 1Qu■ Goa:pe_l. I • • • , 

•• I • 

tie dare noti ■ta.ad idly by \1hen ra.tion .. l i :mi 11.nd 
• 

~ 

unbellet attack •uch doctrines as these whic . ar.e 
~ 

t ie ~•ry heart and. life ,of Christ i an doctrine because . 
'flhaaeever deniea .Jeaua Christ denies ·God, for .lie and 

. . . 
t .he Fat!ler are ~ne. ~ova all let u·a hol d fast t o 

~h~ Soript~ral d~ctrin'e of tbe Redeemer aa lie i s a lao 

taught in our conf'eaa1on■· 32 ) tor •Jia that believeth 

an ~he Son ·HA~H nerlcating lite•, John a,36. . . 

. . .. 
" 

am; Hl:111p Soha:tt in John and. Dia Wrlt:lqa, ?-rqea,p. 80. 
as. Luther•·• Small and Ia~•· cateahl•, Seoond Art. 

Auaaburs Gonf'eaafon Art. IIl,pr45. 
A::pol~gy ·at the Augaburs oontaae1on Art. III,p.119·. 
J'omula of' Concord, Qitame·, .AZ't. VIII,::p_.81'7. 
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