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YHE CHRIST OF ST. JOHi'S GOSPEL
~I. Introduction

THE purpole in wr:l.ting this treatise on the
Christ in 5t. John's Gospel is most ably expressed
by the Ileloved Disciple himself when he says in his
gospel 20,31, "But these things are wr:ltten. thet
ye might believe that ualus :l.a the Chriat the Son
of God." £ Jesus did so many th:l.nga outside of those .
recorded in the soapela that John ssys, "I suppose
that even the \'torlé itself could not contein the
b:.:oka thaet should be written", 21,25. <Therefore,
with the help of God, the-pre'sent writer, tgo. shell
try to briefly show i‘rom thie orne gospel thet Je-
sus, the son of Joseph end i ery, ‘wee &lgo0 ch:r:lst.

the promised ¥essiah a.nd. gon of Cod.

Yo apnlogy is necessery for: the present
treatise, for as long as there ere enemies of
.Christ, Christiens must do all that is in their:
.powver to oppose the hereey promulgated by false teach-
ers end unbelievers. Even during Jesus' visible
sojourn here on earth "many of Iis ni-ciplea went
'baek. a.nd. walked no more with . H:lm.f 6;«66. "Except
ye see signa e.nd nonders. ye w:l.ll not bel:eve" wes

the Masters compleint, 4,48. But the seme retion-
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alism, unbelief, and emuity prevaile in our sge.
Schopenhauer brazenly, yes ridiculously esserted,
"The consideretion for the welfere of animels charec-

teristie of both :Buddh:l and .:Brnlms.ﬁin showed tiem
',to be nearer perfeet:i.on then either Judsism or
chrigi-.ienipy.- 1) Streuss, & Germen tneologien

‘and philosopher 1808-74, boldly ssserte, in his
" book The Old Faith end the Yew, "We know far too
little reapecf}l.ng tfné me.i:l of Y¥azareth to warr@nt the
cherishing of any :ral:lg:l.t.:us' dependence upon Him," 2)
On ¥arch 4,1928 Rev. Vm. Montgomery Brown, foXmer
Epi&coya.i BishOp of Arke.nsas: who was expelled from
1.113 ministry for heresy'. preached in Community
Gﬁurch. Hew Yo:'rk.‘an;i sa.ié.. "Jegus is 'wholly = myth.
‘Even if He lived as & man, there are mo historiceal
facts of mis life," 5,) But be that .ae it may, be-
oause God's VWord is much more powerful :than men's,
mey. Ho grant. that these pages serve, in a measure,
to corxbat and successfully o»pose such:rank unbelief
and heresy as that quoted above by exposing their

1) Sheldon -Unbelief in the Nineteenth Century, p.137.
2 ) Sheldon slmbelief in the Hinetecnth Century, ».273.
5) Post-Dispatch, St. Iouis, March 5, 1928.



errors .and refuting them on the basis of God's Holy
Yord and specifically’here from.St. John's Gospel.

In our dey cdmpare.tively few are 20 bold &8
to soy that "Jesus is wholly_a. myfh" beceuse the
weight of e_v:l.dence egainst them is 'l:.oo gréét.
Teachers wiose embition it is to get into the pub-
lic eye, who are enemies of Christ and ins_trlménts
in the hends of Batan clothe their doct:..-ines concern-
ing the Son of lan in a dress thet will l;::l._dé @hg
subtlety of tuneir arguments. In the seccnd century
of the Christian ere Docetiem, e form of Gnosticiem,
aeroge vhich 'ta;ughf: a \f.;rong 'view of t'he' un:l:on of the
divine and humen natures in the person of Chriat.
"Tn order to remove the a.uthor of e.11 good :E'rom .
a11 conte.ct with metter, which they ‘oonceived the
seme es evil, they called in tne aié¢ of Or:l.enta.l
philosophy in order to peopla the spece 'hetwaen
God and ma.'l'.ter with & vaat succesaion of auperhtman
beings as mediators 'betwaen God and the werld. :Ehese.
emanat:lng from the Jln:lty, were oalled aeons. s.mong
these tie h:l.snesi; rank we.s a.asigned. $a christ..' 4)
In this way they.denied ths humanity o:flchr;.l'st seying

4) X'Clintock end Strong Cyclopedie, Vol.II,p.844.
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~"that' He wes superhuman, & mere vision or deceptive
.show (Scheinleib). Ve mention this here beczuse
"Docetism (the speculetive view of Christ's person)
reaprears in :hod_.u:m times in the mythicel and spirit-
ualistic theories which 'sttempt to red_ncé Christ-
:l.“e.nii';y to an é.esthetie rel.{g:l.on. in vhich no reslities
are neeeasary but such es the humen mind can gupply

5)

as :I.d.ea.s' L Today there are meny sects wi.0

dew that .Teaus is tae Son of God and fHon of laxm.
Guahther'a ﬂymbolilg :I?:I.ats tie Sociniens, Tniterians,
Quakera'. Seventh Dsy A'dventiafa. I'nive::salint.
Homons'.‘ Sp:l.ritub.liéts. Ruesellites, and otliers wi0
in theif confessions teach that the incernction of
en eternzl Son of God, & péraon of the Tﬁnity. ig
impossible. Iike the a;u'hborn. un'believing Jews
they a:uk "Who ie the Son of Ien?" 12 34, even a.':t’-
ter Jesus had told them a.nd demonstrated to them

‘by many mirgcles who He was. ' Howeier. our 1ntént:lon
" is not so much to set forth the distinctive errors
of thua sects es the preaentation of the person of
Gh:-:l.st aceord:lng to St. .Tohn's Goape:l..

2 -

5:) Martensen, Dogmatics, Par. 128.
6 ) Guenther's Symbolik, p.l1l72 ff.












28)

to Pilate, "Iy kingdom ;a not from hence," 18,36.

By epecisl little explanatory remerke John from
time to time calls attention to the fact thet in

Jesus tiie s@yinge of the prophéta were being ful-
filled. %“hus when Jesus purged the temple (Chep.2),
the kvengelist refers to the prophesy to this effect
in Ps. 69,35: "For the zeal of thine house heth
ecten me up." Ana sgain 19,36: "For these thinge
were cone, that tn? Scrinturc szpuld be fulfilled,

A bone of Ilim shall not be broken." BSome.of Jesus'
soyinge were not understood until agter His resur-
rect%on_aa ?ohn vointe out 2.2?: "When therefore e
we.s risén f'rom uht dcad, lis dieciples remembered

‘thet ie hed seid thie unto them."

The sufferinge and crué¢ifixion, too, were
fulfilled ;ccordiﬂg 20 prophecy. Iseleh, who lived
about 760 years before Christ, pietufes thc éaviorfs
euffering so vividly (Chep/ 53) that one would think
he vitnessed tizt Gdod ‘Friday scene from the foot
of the cross. tavid elso foretold Iils passion ssy-
ing, "They pierced my heands and my fhet" (Pe. 22,16)
;qd in these wounds we are told 20,25, the doubt-

28) Cf. Ps. 110.
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" ing "homas wents to »lace his finger: before he
will believe. The serpent of brass erected by lLoses
in the wildernese wis & type of thec crucified Fe-

_ deemer as Jesur rlmeelf points out. 3,14 snd 12,32 &

-53. The parting of His garments by cnsi:i!-f_-; lots as

told in Ps. 22,18 is recorded &s coming to pass

John 19,23 & 24.

To tnese quotetione we mey slbo ndd the tes-
timonies of certain believers. "Philin finceth
Y¥athanael ani saith unto him, Ve have found Ilim, of
whom i osee in the Tew,and the proyhets did write,
Jesus of lazereth, the Son of Joseph," 1,45. /An-
drew said to Hie brother‘8imon, "We heve found ike
leseiae, vhich is, being interpreted, the Chriet,”
1.41.. Yarthe scid, "I believe that Thou art the
G.h:l.'isb t;.e:Bon o:f._‘ “od," 11,27. Peter epesks for the
entire ;ompqny of the discip.es comfessing, "We be-

X lieve and a.:"e aur. i:he.'l'. Thou art that Christ, the
Son of the living Yod," 6,69.

Thue in detail the words of the prorhets con-
rgerning the coming ieseiah were fulfillea clso in

the Fourth Cm pel and meny believed on Him (11,45 ).



the reesder whic.. hae not yet been answered, viz.

=350~
But there still mey be & guestion in the mind of
whet wee tie work or mission of the liessiah? 'f
i
T

Thet the leesiah wes to redeem this sinful
world was generally knovn even in the 0ld Testament
for every. Jewish sacrifice _typified the one and
All-gufficicnt Secriiice which was to be reslized in
tze Son of God. As & lemb withoui epot and blemish
vens sacrificed ior t:.e sins of tae peonle so waus
Chriet to be offered up in oxder to reconcilg God
to mankind. Thet is why John c¢ne Beptist on -seeing
Jesun exclaimed, "Behold t:e Jamb of God, which
taketh away the =in of the world," 1,29.

The Lvengelist well knew that tnere was need
OT . BAYLOT din this worlA whidhiwsalsrrouded by tae
. night of ein and 1:I.r:lr;g in caernal security fuﬂr al-
t.ht)'ug;h "The world wes mede by iim, the world Knew
3m not. He ceme unto iis own, and is own receiv-
ed Him not," 1,10 & 11. Ae‘cordina to Jesus' own
words eternsl deat.. ewaited the unbclievers when He
gaye, "I seid t.llererore" urto you, thet ye suell die
in your s=ins: for if ye believe not thet I em He,
ye shall die in your sins," 8,24. wihig 18 the com--



demnation, -hat light is come into the world, end .
"men lbved darkness rather than lizhi, beczuse their

deeds were evil," 3,19.

It was the tesk of the Savior to¢ bring light
and salvation to this world streying blindl; about
in the darkness of sin. God hed imposed it uvpon
" Him 29) -"For iod s0 lovid the world that He gave
His only ‘begotten Son, that wnosoever believeti: in
Him should not perish, but heve everlepting 1ifc,*”
3,16. To fulfill this wish of the Fether Jesus ca;z:zem,
28 ‘le ssys 12,47: "I came noi to judge 'the vorld,
but to SAVE TH® WORT™D," \'f»' f‘u ru’rn 1:3 v A’at-’mar .

80 that on the eve of His sscorificiel dcatii e can

say, "I heve kept my Father's cormendments sm: ebide

in Ele 1lbve," 15,10. "Greater love hath no men than
this, tha.t 8. men 1ay down iiie life for his friends, "
-EI.5.13;_ gnd by His desth and resur?ection He triumph-
ed over tae worid and the powers of darkmess, for ie
" tells Hie porrowing dimoiples, "In the world ye
siall have .tr:l.bula.tion but .T:e of go'od eizee:r; I JAVE

CVERCOME TXE WOEID," 16,35. O glorious truth; Carist

29) 17,4: "I have glorified tihge on tl‘ye eerth: I
have finished tie work é $i§ukes wee i racfow .
= 30) "As tne Yether gave me cormendment, even sc I do"

oSTws mee'S ,14,31.




has conquered sin, deeth, end the devil, so that the
prince of thie world, Satan "has notihing in [Hn" and
iie 1s at liverty toc go end nrepsre & place for us in
His Father's house wnere there are many mansions
(14,1). He is all thing to ell believers sni assures
the disciples of this saying in seven different dis-
courzes: "I em the bresé of life" (6,25), "I am the
ligh. of tize world" (8,12), "I am the docor" (10,9),
"I em the good snepherd" (10,11), "I sm the true
vine" (15,1), "I am the resurrection and the life®
(11,25), and "I em tne wey, the truth, end the life"
(14,6), that eccording to His ult:l.ma.te PUrpOEe WE mey
be united with iim who is tue :iiead of the Church and
with iidm shere the glory of God in heaven as - says
17,22; "The glory which thou gevest me I have given
them; that THEY IAY Bi CO'E, even AS WE ARE OHE."

=g « Ve 2. CORCLUBION

“his briefly ie the-Christ of 5t. John's Gospel.
e note especially two truthe that the Beloved Lis-
ciple has reiterated again and egain: :'I..' That in-the

perscn of Jesue Chriet, tuere is a truly divine and

e R RaR R et s s | | |
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* humen naeture, and 2. That e is the promised licssieh
sent of God to redeem the world. Xor this "Gospel of
Gospels” 31) we are very grateful for it ie & bul-
wark of defence against tie asegaulis of thosc wiio
would dehy these doctrines in an effort to strin
the Savior of trne uork of Redemption. Wouid to God
thet we et all times and especiclly over egeinst
false teechers could be so poweriul in ti.e defence
of our Sevior as the "Son of Thunder® is in hiz prec-

ious Gospel.

G Ve dare mot stand idly by when reticnelism and
unbelief atteck such doctrines as these whic.. are

t..e very heart aﬁd life of Chrigtian doctrine becagse
vhoeeever denies Jesus Christ denies Cod, for ie end
the Fatzer are on;. Above ell let us hold }asf o

the Scripturel doctrine of the Redeemer as Lc iz £180
taught in our confessions 52) for "He thet believeth

on the Son HATH everlcsting life", John 35,36.

e A —==EED-~~

51; Philiyp Schaff in John and His Writings, Hsyes,D.é€0.
32 ) Luther's Suell snd Ierge Cetechism, Second Art.
Auvgsburg Confession Art. III,p.46.
Apology of the sugsburg Confession Art. III,p.119.

Formule of Concord, xpitome, Art. VIII,p.El7.
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