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~BE CHRIST OF ST. JOKir'S GOSPEL 

I. Introduction 
' T:pB purpose in writing this treatise on ,he . 

Christ in St. John's Goape~ ia moapt ab:cy, ~re■■ed 
• 

by the ~loved Disciple himself' vlnen he says in his 

gospel ~0,31, •Bu't these thi~• are. ,•,ritten, that 
.. . . .. • • 

ye might believe t~t Jesus ia the Christ, the Son . 
of' Gae\.•·. Jesus did so many things outside of' tho■e 

•• • I . 
recorded in the gospels that John aaya, •I suppose . 
that even the world itself could not contain the . . 
books that should be written•, 21,25. f heref'ore, . . 
with the help of' God, the present wri~er, t~o, shall 

I 

try to briefly shoY1 f'rom this one gospel that Je-
. 

aus, tlle son of' Joseph end. l!ary, we.a ·also Christ, • 
, .. 

the promised Jieasiah and Son of' God. 

· No apalo6'Y is necessary :ror·. the present 

- treatise, ·f'or .aa long a:a there are enemies of' 

• Christ, Chriatie.ne must. 140 all that ia in their · 

·: . . power to oppose the heresy promulgated by false teach­

ers and unbelievers. Ev'en duril'IS Jesus• visible 

aoJourn here on e~~~h "mazJ.y of' itla discipl~a wen~ 

:back, ~nd. walked no :mor~ with .Him,• 8r6~. ·•BEcept 
• • • • i-

., 
ye see signs and T1011ders1 ye will not belJ.e"lien was 

the ll'as~ez'a .complaint, 4,48. But the same ration-
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alia, unbelief, a~4 enmity prnaile in our &Be■ 

Bohopenliau~r brazenq, yea ridiouloualy eeeerted, 

•nm oonai4ere.tion to.r the welfare ot aniln,~l'e cho.r ac-. . . 
teri■tie of' both Bwld.hiam and Brahmanimn s howed t llem 

. to be nearer perteotion than· ei ti1er .Tudaiani or 

Chriatian:l ty• • 1
) Btrauaa, a Germa.n t heologi an 

I •• • • 

and philoaopher 1808-74, boldly asserts, in hie . . . . . . . ' 
book D.e Old J'aith and the Xn, "We lmow t a r t oo .. 

0

little reapeoting th~IIIUI of ~azareth t o warrant t he 
. . 2) 

oberi llhi:ng ot any religiou.■ dependeno& upon Him. 11 

I • I • 

On Ha.rah ii, 1928 JleT. \fm. Montgomery BroTln, to n ner 
t I • • " I ' 

Jl»iaoopal Bishop of .Arke.naaa, who ,,aa eX!)elled f'rom ... 
hie mini.atry tor heresy, preaohed in Cmmnunity 

Church, lln York, 
1 
•~ aa:l:d. 1 •Jeaua ia -wholly a m,yth. 

Bl'en ft Ba li-red. aa a~. t here are no historica l 

taota ot ma lite.• ~) But be that .aa it may, be­

oauae God • 11 Word i a much more p01'lertul -q.an men' JS, 

~ - Bil grant. that t:tieae pages aena, in a JP&aaure, 

to aom'IJat 8D4 auoceaatully o:,poae ■uab~rank unbelief' 

aD4 hereay •• that quoted above ·by ., expo■irJ8 their 

~.I • • •• : • • .. 11 BlieU.on -1:hb,el:l:et in the :nuteenth Century, P• 13'1. 
2 Sb.eUon .,t,'nbtll::Let iil the llineteenth . Centu:w-. JP• 2'13 • 
a Poat-Di11J111,to1L, at. r.ou1a, Jl'a.rch B, 1928 • 

. 
• • . -. , . .. . .. ;. .. - :.-
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errors .and ref'uti11B tl'&em ·on .:the baai11 of' God•a m,:iy 

Word and apecif'ically.:.her.e f'1om. St .. John'·• (loapel. 

. ' In our c1q comparatively f'n are ao bold &a 
• • • "t • 

to BB¥ t bat •Jesus is wholly a :m.yth• because the 
• I i : • .' • 

weight of' evidence asainat t hem ia too gr•at. 
:• • I - • •• J • 

Teachers whoae smbition it ia to set into the pub-. . ., 
lie eye, who are enemies of' Chr~at 8J!d instruments . . . . . . . 
in the hands of Satan clothe their doctrines concern-

• " I • 

I • • • 

1118 the son of' mm in a dreae• that Tiill hide the 
• • • • • P'9 I • .• • I 

aubtle~y of" t l1eir e.rs~enta. ID t he second century 
-, ' . 

of' th~ Christian era Dooetiam, a f'orm of' Gnosticism, . . . 
! • I I • • 

arose which taught a ,·,rong view of' the union of' the 
• I • .: • • _, • f' 

divine and hmnan natures in the person of' Christ. 
I • II • 

•ID order to remove · the author of' &11 sood :tram 

ali contacl .. with mat
0

ter
0

, ~~ioh ~hey tco~cei; ad. th~ 
t · • I '·l . . . .. . . 

same as evil, they called in the aid of' Oriental 
I • _. e • •i: 

philoaop~ in .order to people the apace between 
~ - • I 

. .,: 

God and matter with a vast auccesaion of' superhuman 
• -' •• 11• • 

. . -
beings aa mediators between God and. the wn-ld. 

... • • ! • •• , • l J 

emanating f'rom the :Dllity, were called aeona, •o• 
• I • • •• • •• • 

• • • .. • ... 'II -

these t r&e his~ea\ rlJil]c ••• all!lllt.tcne4 to Chr1at. ~ 4r, 
ID this way ·they. denied tlle ·himan1 :ty o:t: ChrJ:■t aq1:q 

: . . . 

4) H'Clintock &Del Stro.ng Cyclopedia, Vol. II,p.&t4. 



. tmt·He waa auperhmoan, a mere Yiaion or deceptive 

• ahcnl:· ,Baheinleib ). Vie ment!:on thi■ here beceuae 

•Doceti• (the ·apeculative vin of Christ's person) . . . . . 
reQpeara in mo~ttrn times in the mythical· and spirit-

uil:iatia theories which•attempt to red~ce Christ-. . . 
1·an1 ty to an e.eathetia rel1g1on, in 'f1hioh no realities 

-are neaeaaa~· but au~ e.~ the human mind can supply 
0

88 ld.e~■'i • ■ B) ~Oday the~e are many sec'ta Wi .O 
• ... • Jr • ~ 

4•11¥ that Je·a,:ua is the Son of (TOil and Son of mm. 
. 6 '\ . 

hehther•a· ftplbolik Iiata t,,e Sooinie,na, t':"ni~e.rians, 
, . . 

~ualtera, Seventh Dq Adventists, Uiliversaliets, 
~ . . . . . 

liomona, Spiritualists, Ruasellites, and others t -1.:10 - , 
• I • ■ • ~ 

1n their cobf'eaaiona teach that the incarna tion of . . ' -
an eternal Son of God, a paraon of the frinity, 1a 

\ • • I • I • I I • • 

Dll>D■s:tble. I4ke the . iQubborn, unbelieving Jew·a 
··' ·· . ' .. . .. _. .... .. . . 

thq aek, "tlho :I: ■ the· Son o_f lu7• 12,34, even a:r-
: • :. : • ' • • • .. , r: ~ : • • • 

ter Jeaua had told them. and. cl•onstrated to them . . .. 
by ma:ai miraolea l'lho lie was. 

. . . 
r.owever, our intention 

--- . •. 'i' ... 111 • 

1■ no't ao •~oh to set f'o.rth the distinctive errors 
·, t'. • • • • • 

• , tlwae ••at■ •• t• pre■entation of the perao~ of .... - :- . :--- . . . . . .. . 
Chr:lat •aooor4~- to st. lolm •a Gospel. 
. ' 

l?·J JfaJ1;11naen1 'Jlope,t:taa, Par • . 1:28. . 
a) Guenther• a ~bolik, p. l '12 tt. . . 

• • • ' ■ 1 
. . . 



A ct reful etudent of t he Four~h Goepel will 

enaily deteot that ~sppQinlly, t ~o ~unda ental truths are 

r e~eatedly. maphaaized: l. t ha~ Jesus, the Son of 

.God, is a lso . 2. the .son of lfap. Let ,ua •first 

show t !ie.t -the l atter ia tr.ue. ,. -

II. JESHS .IS TUE amr OF lWi ' 
. 

· ?h e Evr.naoli at John tells. un nothil'Jl! of Jesus·• na-

ti vi ty, in:fancy, Y.Ollt~, or bapti am ·and yet D. A • .: 

·-ayee says, •The centra l t hought of the -Gospel ia t he 

ince.rne.tion, "t •1e \'lord beoeme flesh, ·the Son of God 
. . I • 

a s t ,.e :'on of l 'l'.'an. The central f:J,g i,re of the Gos-. . . . 
~el l a t 'rutt of Jesus t he Divine Rev~eler and Hume.n 

~r ather t hrouahout,• 7)" Vlhy, then, is john silent on 
• • I • . I._ : • 

1
• 

t 1ie s ub.:f ectt Vie lm.ve eeen t hat John did not intend 

to ~ ont i ~n · everythins :1n conneotion with Jesus. Luka 
., I I • 

end ne.tthev, had a lready vritten everything that wa·a 

known about A.ts birth, t herefore it pleased the 40:J,y .. 
Ghost to guide· John's pen e lOM diff~r~nt lines and at . 
the • same time to prove ~ ust aa emphe,t1 cal~ that Jesus 

la the SOI} 

7) Jqhp and JQ.a :wrlt:l:rJBa, ·P• 114. 
! 

. . 



' John Bf1¥B1 •The V/oril we.a made flesh, 11 & lor•s 
..;.,I •j .{,,,_ s: 'F• 1 1, 14, but he:;ia ·here not tryi?J8 

to bridge the,aha• between Gteek 't,hf!losopby and 

Chriiitlanity1 • aa same have ala.1med,· so that t-lle · ,oe­

pel of Jesus Christ should no longer be nl'ooliahness • 

to the Gre.eka because he says, •the · ord wa s made 

flesh• and aor:ording to contemporary ·pliilosophy (Alex­

anclrian~•) •The defilement of the hmnan soul arise£ 

tram :I.ta connection wi•th the body. • ,8 ), 

. . 
To whom John ret11rs \'Ii th the v,ord Loe-as , , .hi ch 

I 

occurs tour t imes in hia prologue, ia readily ae n ,,. 

because he is not intr~d~cirJg a conception tho~ . - . 
had hitherto been unfamiliar • . As an inspired writ-

• I 

ar th~ Holy Spirit, of course, directed .him t o use 

just this term, but he also fixed on the Word . . . . 
Logos a■ a designation of Jesus Christ in order to . 
expose the :futility of pagan ph1l~aopey, and above 

all, because the 014 Testment, before him, augceat-

ed 1 t ••· ·appro:pr:i.e.~e. 9 ) · · · .. • 

8) fileolasioal Qµarter!cy, Vol. VIII, ·p. 65. · · 
9 ) Gen. l, 20: •God 111 s '1'11 th 'l;he lad~ • ■tl11·-, 11"11"• « '9~1 , 
wh!oh 1a rend·ered by the paraphraata (Te.r8UJ111m), 
•the word of JeJiOva w&a with the lad.• Ia.40,8: 
•nie graaa witheretla.1 th• flower tadetli: but the ·Word 
o~ our God ahall atand. forever, 11 i.P;, -1,, .,:j -r • .. ·:: ., 



I 

_,,_ 

.. 
1'he word of' man, if' sincere, ia t he revealing of' hia . . 

rea l self, and thun the Logos of' God, <?11rist 1 b~oame 
. . 

f'leah and dv,elt (teberna cled, t ent ed) amens ua e.a 
I 

the Revea ler of God •aui se~eria." In the very 

f'irs t v erse of his gospel J'ohn then says, . 11The ,lord 

T1ae God•; hence , if' t i-la Logos v,aa made f'leeh, God 

Tlas made f'le ah, and this came to pe.aa when J'esua 
• \"1e.s "born of'. the virgin liary." J'ohn aolmowledgea 

this by hi e various references to •eeua• mother • . 

J'ohn mentions il!e.ry :f'or t ile first ti111 . in his 

a ccount o:f' the .marriage at Cena when he says that 

=•the !tOTJI~ c,.;, JESUS ( -.j /11,/T-,, 'J 7iv ~l 7r:-rtl ,;,1a . 
t ·. ere,• 2, l. Certainly, i:f' m yone o:f' the disciples 

wa s intime.tel.y acquainted w:lth J'eEiua • mother, l'faZ"J, 

it was J'ohn, tror when like a dutiful Son, J'eaua in 

t he hour o:f' lI:Ls death saw H:l:G mother atan41r,a- .at 

•.• the :root ~of the o~oa11, Ha pro"l:illild fo» her by aa;ying 

to J'ohn, 113ehold( t~ ~otherl Arld,r .from t!lat hour th11.t 

diacinle took ·he~ unto his O\ffl home,• 19,21. 

I 

The J'ev,a, too, knn• J'eau~ • mother end :f"o ater 
• 

father :f'or on the ocoaaaion when iie aaid, •I em the .. 
• • I I 

bread whic·i came .down :f"ro:in heaven,.• 8,~l, ~ey took . 
PRITZLAFF :MEMORIAL LIB~Y 

CONCORDL4. S.EMJNARY 
ST T .Ot JIS, MO. 
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ottenae and. ae.id, •Ia not this J~sus, the eon ot 
I 

Joaeph whose ta.ther and mother we know7 11 6 ,112. . ' fllua ~htle people were alow to accept t he divine 

Sonahip or. Chris t , they readily a ckno, l edged :um . 
aaoordins to t he flesh, viz. as a true ri an. 

·Thia 1a sign1:f1oa1 t that. '(;he Jev,B T1ho <i.,; i ly 

aaaooiated with Jesus never once 40 hted Ide humeJ1-

1 ty. They reGarded Him aa e. TRUE. man ev~n t hoU!"h 

raya. ot .uis d'ivine glory shone forth at frequent 

in~erv~la arid showed that .lie v,es no ordinary 11 n • 
. 

Aa a matter ot course John mentions not only ~-dB mo-

ther bu1. also !~a brothc:.ra, 2, 12, clearly sh ow! ntl • 
I ' 

that Jesus Yll\a a Jlll\n BmOIJ8 ·men. . . . •. . . • • 
... 

• :And what t ile people, · e:,-en Jesus •· closest 

:h-1en4a._ accepted a.a ael:tevJ:dent., JeQUB Ilimaelf' 

~~iaally aorrobe.r.at·ed. In e. dispute v,i th un­

believing J'n• - He aay11 1 8,·28: •nan y e ,have lifted 
' ., ~ - .. , ) up the Son ot ,Jan, (l:'er ,.,., 11•11 .,,~,J •"° ,r o 'ii , 

then .ye ,aliall. know that lI em •He, and that I =do no-

thing ot myaelfi but &.B 'Jq Jather hath t auiht me, 
r • . . . 

I speak these tiinga.• Et:en thoqh lie c&J:1e dou·n . 
~ram heaTen, lie inaista that .ue ia alao th· Son of . . . 

and. three tlilea in one ohapter John quo·tea 
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Jesus l\S cmlli!!ii;, e.ttentian :\ o :Umaelf' e.a the Son of' • 

· "'~an, ,6,,27,. 53. ·and 62., i'he entire· goapa): containa· 

t ile expression eleven t:l.mes ,. lO) which' clearly · 

proves that- jenua • partici:l.pation :l.n the human nat·ure 

W&B compl:ete. lift was a true l'll&?l, t he .,Son of' lfan 

who 0 came clovm from •hee.ven 11 • 

I 

i'inally we shall prove that e.c ording to . 
• • • I 

l!i."s hlmmn nature Jesus we:s a true l!!!E'-11 by showirJB 
• t !1at {e h&d the natur~l pa rts and v1qs of' a man. 

• • ' . • • • • ■ 

Se ha<l a na tural body, 2, 21: •xe epa!ce of' the temple .. 
of' Hi ::., body, 1:~~ .,,,f,.,,,:ros u(,tov "• Dia "body -~ aoal na 

subject i o i:he om:1e needs and received the amrae :lm­

pressione tlw.t our ovm• f'laah nncl'~blood -receiv.es. 

,.r.nt:te ·on Hie v,rq f'ro1:1 ~ea to· Galilee, E;e passed 

t hr.ough Smnaria and 11b,ill8' wee.riea. w.t.t h Ai a .1 ourney, 

He sat. thus ·on the vtell, 11 -4,._6. :.e was thirsty. and 

~\ · asked the w~· of'• Be.maria• for, ,..a:. drink, 4, 7. Hia 

.'cl:l.ac:l.plea ho.vi~ purchased ~ro~ls:l.uris~in ~che.r, 

beg :H:lm on their reiurn to eat, 4,31. '\'ie -are .toll:d. 

11,5 tbat Zs was filled w:l.th affection towards H:l:s 

friends: •Jesus love!1 Me.:rthe., and her s:l.at·er, and 

Lazarl1s.• Their great sorrow :l.n their bereav•ant 

--:-~-------~----·---------- - -
10) 1,51; 3,13i 3,14; 5,27; 6,53i' 6,62; 8,28i 6,27i 
12,23i 12,34; an4 13,:31 • 

.. 



• 

moyed. Bbrl to. :li•r■,ll,S5. And. whtn a-gff'erins !Iii 

lflleateat eg_ODJ' ·on the aro■ar He th.i1=sted., 19,28. ID 

death •& bcm.ed. Hie hee.4,. and: save U!) the ghost,• 

19,,30. •But when th9 (the aald.iera i) carrw.e to Je£us, 

and.· •~ that lie ,:aa dee.d already, they brake not 

H:la lega: ~ut one of ~c e aoid.iera with a spea r 

plerae4 .D.a ai.O,e, and f'oi-thwith aeme the1'e 01.at b lood 

an4 water,.• 19,33.34. •And after this Joseph of 

.Arimathe.ea, being• disciple ot Jesus, but secretly, 
■ M 

" ••• qalile theret'ore, and took t , body of' Jesus,• . 
. • • I ~ 

19,38, and gaTe it an honGTable burie.l. ~,....... ~. 
C•rt·atn;ly• ·at lohn I s :t;ime Jesus I humanity 

we.a· not ·the, obJ.eat of ao muah. speculation and doubt 

·aa,.tod.~·, 'bilt 3.uat as though Jolin hacl anticipated 

~ that 'illllUV' •ouli'I cl.any the Sa.Tior•s hmnan. nature, " 

~he abn~l-.ns••~Jmoae'Z'll ,aeptic1am a.ncl J,Uibeliaf'' by 

idd:irag t ,o t!ul a"boT~, · ■,~_-he j;hat illff! i t bare record., 

•"'" b1·a reaorci •Jla t~.lt= 1u.a ha~ lmo'lltl'th that lfe• aai th 

t'rlla, mm· u · JUG~ :BBLllBVE_. ■ !9, 35.. , 

... 

; i I • I 

. . .. . 
\ . . . . 
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... . 
III. CHRIST, TJ-..:E BO!T OJI GOD 

lW.Y so-ca lled the~log!ans he.Te gone -too tar 

b the opposite direction and e.s£erted the.t Chri-at 

is purely e. hunm.n bo~. in t i:.ia 'WB¥ •denyins Ifia 

essential t\O!f;y ar,d etei·nal Sonship ot which Christ-
.. 

endom raakes cunfession in the Apoatles'Creed by as.y-

ins, • 11We believe i.,;, Jesus Christ, m."s (God the :i'e.th-

er• a) .only ·son. 11 
I' • . . 

According to tbitarian doctrine 

Christ is only called God wi thout actually being 

God in the metaphysica l sense of t he term. •tbi-
• • t aria.ns believe, that Jesus is the Christ, ·the Son 

ot Ood; not that lie is God the Son. n 11 )' !hus by 

.'J UCSEling dogma.tical tema they se&Jc to win over t : .. oae . . . 
v~io are not alert1or indifferent to-pure doatrin~. 

Others who deny that the · Son is of the same 

essence as .the ft .. ther ~•re lhe ~oa,iniana, l-"ni"l;.eraal­

iata, Campbellites, Quakers, ~even~- Dv Adventists, 

Spiritualists, an(\ o:t:Uera. 1~) -vid. Schenkel, ·a 

SWias theo.log_:l:an 1813:-85,, ibelie;y,ed. that ,Cm-1:at ••• 
I 

nothill6 bu1; an clrd.ine.ry -man. .ma i ,ntolerance tor -mi~ 

Ill Sar1;£)t~raI: Beliet ot l~ t griah"Chr!-iti~ni, p~~-
• • • !, !. 

12 ) Guenther• s Symbolik:, p. 128. 



-l:2-

aclee together vith a pronounced antipat):w tor . 
Catholic Chz'1etology1 Sheldon tells ua1 wer e among 

the motivea which caused: him to take great pains in 

. making prominent hia aonviction that ".Teaus vie.a in 

. e•■enQe a pure]¥ h'LIIIIP.n beingP ~3 ) 

A denial ot Chriat•a deity neoeasari l J opens 

t lle ~lood-gatea to all manner of hW:J.!i,11 doubt and 
I 

apeculatlon giv1nsJl8l~Si~imn and rationalism free . 
rein. tJhen .Toli;n aaya that Christ performed so many 

wqn4era that they could no~ all be recorded , Philipp 

lfa:lnlaencler 0 11 the other hand aaya, •The mir ~clea 
• I 

recorded i .n the goapela must be regarded a s t lle pr o-. 
duct at ~he :ld:eas which had gained lodgment in t ne 

rel:lg:loua conaciousne■a. of -the people, t he congen-. . . 
1al tozma under Which the hoped-for and t · ,.e expect-

14) e4 were given a at~nd:lng in the sphere of t he real.a 

~he lomal d:et:ln:l~ion ot· Strauaa read.a, •we rate BB 

, so■pel ·1v,ths any ,narrative related direct ly or 1n-

4il.11ectll!J' to Je■ua1 which !-la not, and 1:n ao ~ar aa 

it l■ ;not 1 to b~aooountecl an• •xpreaaion of fact. 

-.r - 'but a:pr11'c:llpitate ot • ·:lclea c,:t JJ:fa earliest d:laoipleaf~I 

Ia~ B. a._. Bb.eld.on., l,'"nba:t:let In The -B'ineteenth.nentur,y, P• al& 
• l,"il -;Jlld~o■oppie Qer-·1Sr-ioeaune;,--mie-:i.cron, p. "J.4V. 

18 7Aben Je■u. Par. lD. . . .. 



· • Because t he views propound.ea. . by. t!leae men 

.are false and }lave a f~llow~ng let um 9onaider one 

more., ,·,hich s.lpo follows i rt the wake of t hf= denial - . 
of Jeaua• 4eity, before pr§sentins our position. 

Theodore Keim, a follower of. the T•ubingen school 

1825-1878, not only denied the supernatural qoncep-

. t ion of Jesus and Hi.B pre-existence b&t B ~ B0 the . 

sacrifice of G,od•a Iamb on Calvary,:•a cross and Jl:l.s 

J:emurrection by callina :these ocr.:urancea ~•re 

Slm ~ CTI1/R appearances . 

But 0 ther.e oe.n .be ~o aalv.a~1~n ~~thout the 

diety o~ ,J~auq IJ.BBU~ec,.• 16 ~ :Doe.e Jahn t@ach the 

deity of Chri~t? Certainly if ¥JY J>rophet ; ap~atle, 

_or ev.angelis~ ·te~tified to the f.aot that Jesus ia 

t e 'Chri.s~t . t he Son- of- t.'1e living .God., "- (6, 66) John 

does in t .he. _li'our,:th Gospel and that not .. .in· ape,cula­

tive or ambisuoua terminolcsy but in sta tements ao 
.. -.. , 

clear 'and beautiful e.nd at the same time ao power­

ful and convincing 1:he.t' thia 0 Son of Thunder• not 

only 'uriequivoc~:LJ.y presents hia 0\'111 unab•kal.,le con-
:, . 

vi•t~ona but aiab convinces others &mi atre:ngthena 

the tajth pt the_weak • • . . 
16 ) Dr. Kretzmann I a Popular Comment ary, lT ■ T ■ Vol. • 
I, !J• 414. 



D.A. Bayea aqa, 1 The keynote in John in t lle 

Son ol God,• 17 J and again, 11 .Tohn •a whole book v,aa 

wi-:ltten that JVan might b '1.lirie that .Teaua wa s the 

Cllriat, tha Son of God..• lB) In an excerpt from 

note■ taken in a lecture room in Leipsic Lut hardt 

- 1111¥■, •.rohn would .picture Christ as the ~on of God 

in the absolute aenai, • -19 ) and for thee<.; atate­

menta -there· ia1ample proof' in John•a gospel due to 

tie J11U1Y d.iYin• names aacribed to the lord Jesus. 

. , 
The :11.--mngeliat himself cal la Ji:lm t he l,·ord, Aor• S 

. . \ ..:- 't' • ) .a , 9. , 1., 1 i "the true, 11sht, ta .,, .. S • -' -, iw 1 ,,, t' , 1, • 

"ancl t ](e Onq Begotten of' the Father, 1,14, v: 10 l a s 

.• bo~ al' God, ·l,lS. ?heae are divine names used of' 

Cliri■t in LOld. !eatement propli.ec.,. It waa this Light 

at ,the aentilea that Iaaiah referred to 9,2 and 

49, 8, · and. ·the Word. of which he spoke 9, 6. 

. . 
In ahapter one the ~"'l'~eliat also records . . 

the aplmulid. te■tmoiw of' .tohn the Baptiat who J,ap-

t1•ed. .Teaua aa He waa about to enter liia public 
,I • • • • I 

:pdntatv aoZ(aemins which he ■&¥a, 1 .Ard I aa11, and 
. . . 

1'71 D.A.:JDl.y'ea, JoJm an4 :m.a ~'ri•tinga, p.114. 
];8 Ifa¥e■ , p.88. 
19 1-e■• p.llll. . . . . . . . 
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bs.rie record that this ;j,a the SOl! C''B GOD, n ,o'tTo~ 
~ L I'- - I).._ &•"t",v o -u•o.s 'To,. re1111,34 •• 

Several of' Jesus• disciples also ~ear splendid 

toetimony to the divine Sonship. \'lhen at the be-

ginnins of His ministry "the" lfe.zarene, a stranger· 

to l:t the.nael, ca l leci him by neme , this future . . 
• ■isciplo realized thpt . Ood incarnate was atendins re-

vealed before. hi:.1 and in hi•s surz,riafl a. u Joy he 

s nkeo this noble confesEion, 8:Rabbi, Th9u art •he Son 

of' Uod; Lhou art the .ili:ng of' _Israel. • l, 49. 
I' • 

Perhaps, ·th(;; most note-wort·JJ.y conf'ession: 

cf t · e disciples Tras ;,ma.di: by Peter, the· ro~DaD, 

Jesus had Just :f'iniahed .td.s diacourae· on-the bread. of' 

life and, es alway-a haa been the case , the ~orcl waa 

·a stmnbline;-block for some because ve ere told, 61 66, 

l •Frora . that., ti111e me.ny of" ·ia discipl es went back, ·e.nc1 

walked· no ~ore with 1am.• , It wP.e diacouragtng 

.and aorrow:f'ully the Savior asks the twelve, "Will 

, ye ~lao go awayt 1 6,6,. Here it is, then,tHat · 

Peter te.kea it upon himself' to voice the convic­

tio~s of.his :f'ellow-disciples and conf'iden,ly de­

clares, '"lie believe and are sure that Thou art that 



. ,, .... -
Chriat, the Son ·ot the living God,, 11 o "IIU$ ••" '••v , 
T•'.';i fwrT•s ,6,69 •• 

IYen '!rhoma.1, who we.a somewhat inclined toward 

aoeptiailDl!1 eepec,;l.ally after the Savior had been 

aruaitied •nil la:l4 into the arave, ,,a.a fully convinced 

ot Jaaua • deity ,a:f't t.ir aeeins the ria,en S&ater l'lith 

hi■ own eyea so that he acknowledged his conviction 

exolaming, ~- 1..ord and. zv God, 11 20,28 • 

. 
• • i I 

A beautiful proteaEion ot f aith in Ullris t a.a 
. . 

the Son ot God outside of the circle of .li:l.s ui e-

oiplea :waa 111ada by -llartha, t he ei ·a~er of :Lary o.ncl 

.Xazar.ua~juat ~•tore ~eaua taiaed the latter fro,m 

the dead. Jeaue v:aa comf'ortine; the ·sorrowi ne; -,e:r­

. th&, who ha\i approached Him ti rat, ,·,·1th those 

,word.a that are moat dear to avary· Ohriatian, n1 om 

t ~e ,eaurreo =ion and the lite: . he that believeth in 

me, thDvsh he ware ilaad, ··Y•t ab.all ha live: and who­

'■o-.nr. livat-11 ancl baliaveth in ma shall never die. 

Bal!eveat .tho¥ thiat• • Wha~eupQn' ■he annerad, 1Yea, 

Lard:: I believe that 'lhou art the Christ, the Son 

of' Go~, ,.-hiah Bho.ulci come into t he world, n 11, 25-2'1. 

. . "' . . 



... Bven .people who had never met Je•ua betore 

. accepted Him aa Go~•• so·n when t,he)t aaw H:La miracle■ 

or v,ere convinced trom Old 't'eatament Hcripturea. 

The inhabitants of. ~char had their at~entioh ti~at 

ccilled to lihJ. by the ,1oman ot Samaria., ·who had had 

ti ve husbands. t:hen they he.a. come •,;;o tai th,. they 

conf'eea, 11llow we belieTe, , not because ot ti\Y aa.ving: 

tor ve ha.Te ueard ~ Him,. ouraelTea, and know that 

this is indeed t he Christ, the. Sayior ot the World,• 

4,42: 20 > 
• .. •r 

I I 

In a ccordance with theae profeasiona ot taith 
•• 

Jesus Himeelf taught that lie was .the Son of God. 

Iii a bi ttereat enemies acknowledged tbat. ~ a t waa 
I 

their accusation Bf.iainat .il1m betore Pilate: •BJ' our 
I • ,. ~ • • . . . . 

law lie oug • t to die, because lie :made iiimaelt the 
• • 

Son of God,• 18 ,7. lia laid claim to t.hia diTine .. . . 
Honahip in His conTersation with ~icodemua asyi?JS, 

• t 

•God so l oTed the world, t!Jat He gaTe HI.a on'.cy be-

sotten Son,• 3, 16, wen Jeaiia who waa ·now inatruat­

ing him. One hund,red and nine timea Ha calla Go·d 

.. •J'Btherl' 1ft1.T·,/, .• . or •1tr Father .. f 1: •u 7ntg .. ~ .,,,,, ••• 

• :tt. was t ·.a li'a:t>ber who aent Him, . !60~ in apeakirc o~ 

. . 
20) Cf. Isaiah 49,6. 

• .. I. • .. • 



Hia teaahing■ He ■a.ya, nae :word which ye hear is 

. _· aD,t mine, ibut ~he J'ath·er•a \:JiICH Slnl! EE,• 16,24. 

I4kni-ae when praying to the l'a.ther, lfa say a, "Thi a 

. 1a ii.if• eternal tm.t they might know thee, the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ V,'.h.1J?l THOU HAST SE:·.T, n 

17,a. , In obedience to the Father•·a.will .rie did co1:1e 

and tell■ the discip~es, ,who were som81'1ut elov, in 

aomprehending His, diTine origin, 0 For the Fa ther 

• , :lfimself lDTeth you, because ye t ave loved me and have 

believed that I came from God. I CAllE FORT".ri , F.ROM 

~HI J'A!rlIER, end am come into the world, 11 16,27 & 28. 

IAnd. beaause Ba came from God, He also .knows God e.nd 
. 

ta moat int:Lme.tely acquainted Tlith Hi m k n U can. say 
. 

to t11e diaciplea, •I aha11 ahew you pla inly t i.le Fa-
. ' 

ther,• 18,26: He kept the li'ather•a commanclmenta 

(15; 10 J and will again return to Him tor .tle says, 
• I 

•I go unto the :rather, f'or 11W' Yather ia grea ter t han 

·1.• 14,28. 

.... . "But it Ch;ri a:t 1 a God.·, why, doe a · .tle aay, •J4Y 

Ji'& ther 1 a greater than It• •'.rheae word·s .which . 

.• Ariana and. Soa:tniana. perpetually .quo~• as ,triumph­

ant IIT14ence again~t ·the proper 41vintty of' Uhrlat, 

real~ yiel.it DD intelllgible aenae on their prin-· 
• I ■ • 

oiplea. Vere a JEAH DD hla deathbed., beholding hfa 



.trie~da in tears &t the pro£pect Qt loaing him, to 
. ' .. 
BIQ", 'Ye ousht ~ather to Joy ·t~ weep tor me, -.b&j. 

. 
would it ye i:eal~ loved. me,• the apef,:'Qh :would.. 'ti• 

' ~ 

quite natural.. Ju·t ·1t they ·ahould .aek h.tm, ~ _ 

Joy at hia departure was more a~table than sorrow, 

whoud they not ate.rt back with aatoni aliment, lt hot 1 

horror were he to reply, 1:Beaauae :my J'a.ther ia 

greater t han · 1 1_,7 11 21 ) · Evidently, t hen, the word.a 

•· A 7T11T"J'.., IA• u -,,.c·•'.f•·i M•~' ,&7&.,, desc.r:tbe Chrfat 

according t o His Hume-!! ne.ture i n t:tie st.ate dt h'Li~ 

,zniliation. ~2 ). · ~ • · • • · 
• . . 

~othi nc arouaea more hatred ~d persecution . 
toward J esus among tlle Jews than the claim to divine . .. • · " .. -.. . . 
Sonahip . · \\'hen lie healed t l1e men a t t he pool of' . 

• .., ._ J I •• 

Bethesda on the sabba th dB¥, emi ty r an hifihi )>1.1,c it 

took on· the f'orm of' persecution ~hen He said .i:ie . . .., .. . . . . 
perf ormed EUC~ thiJ'!SB aa God's Son ~or Jolpl tella 

I I • • t • 4 • l =• '• I ' I I 

ua 5,18: QTheref'ore t ne JM,a ~ousht the more to ~U 

JUm, b~cause He not on~ .~ broken ~h• 91\bb•th, 
• • - • ~ • • •• ea. • -· • 

but aaid al110 that God •1as !fia :rather, makirJg mm-. . . 
I 

self' eqUJl,l with God-. n • 

.:.......--- --------
21) Jamieson, F&uaaet; e.hcl :Brown •COJlll!!enta.r.y, V,ol. II,p.i47 • 

. 22) Cf'. Chri-st11che Dop.atlk, Dr. Pieper, Vol. II,p.64. 
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Bot only vhen teachins the disciples. or. t he 
I • • .. II • • • r •• 
people but also when danger end persecution, yes, 

1 even death by crucifixion th~aatened, Christ inEiat-
.. I • • 

ed: tl11:,t i1e Wal! the Son of rw0d, an.d that was Tlha.t . . 
"I • : • • II ., 

P:1:late, ■uperatitious P.oman tha t he was , teared most . ; 
• (19,8) "-r;hen the .1ewa i r,eisted tlu;.t he cont emi lii:m . . I • • • I ; 
• to .. ,aath. 

. . . . 

. . . . 

. . • .. . 
Th~•• ap~e;ation, alone e■ta)liah the diety 

of' ~ -i•t b.ut John B~T•• ua acidi tional proof by 1·e­

aord.i~ ~ divine a~ttibutea to which ~esus either 

laid claim or wl1ich ai·e otherwise aacrilled to lrim■ 

although Christ w&a sent by God the Father to per­

lom Biawill, although Ha ia t he Father's Son, s till . 
He la not interior but in all thinge coe1u11 with tlle 

. . . . 
first p~raon of the Trinity, or aa Guenther's Sym-

• I 

bollk" iiata the pure doctrine on this point page . 
127, •Der Sohn Gott ea, vom Veter in i.wigkei t gabor-

. . . . . 
a, lat w•:&rer, weaentlicher, naiuerllcher Iott, 

.., • ' • • • I 

BIBBS .-isen ,goettlichen Weaens mit 4• Vataz.• Y/e 
I 

ha-ta Peen a"nove th&t Ohr:l■t 1■ tl,le Bon ot God. It 
. . 

ia •• our taak to ahn that P.e ia e■aentially God, 

th_e ■econd. per■on in the !rin1 ty, because .be has the 

at,rlbute■ of God. 
• • • 1 
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.. . Li~e •the l,'e.ther, Christ 1a eternal f'or tu. 

. · :b.'"val'18eli st aqa, • In the begirmil'J& VIAS the Word. • 

l,li that is when time b9£11,11 (were it »oas ible ·to 

c:onceiv1:. of' aµch a time) Christ, YI.AS f.,,,. The Jna 

• also knew ths,t - and therefore they ~onder hen, it ia 

"possible f'or Him to die and still me.intain ~hat He 

is God •~ina , ••a have heerd out of' t he law that 

Christ abideth J'ORDER,• 12,34. However, t ney; did . . 
not 1.111derata~d because they acml4 not 4isti ng~llh 

bet·ween lfia::human and divine nature. Chriat Him­

self told the Jews, "Before AbJ;"e.ham .wae, I am, 11 

8 ,58, and egain while COJ?llJIUning T:ith H:L s ~ther in 
"' 

prayer·, He refers to i:l.s eternal being saying, •~a ou 
' . . ,, 

(Father) lovedst me before t :1e foundation of' the 

v1orld1 n 1'7,24. 
I • . . , . . 

The omniscence of' the .Savior was inatrument­

al in winning Hathanael as a diaciple, f'or it ■e•■ 

that when• Jesus told him where he came f'rcm and what 

his name was,, ,th~ discipl:e believed without • : 

further proof'. AD incident almost parallel to this 

is. t l e one t he.t ~ren•pired. A~ Jacob's ~ell in Be.­

ma.ria where t he Savior. p~roves. to the Samaritan wo­

man -tba.t Ha knew all t}li1J6a by. re:l:a-ti:aa! c,rtain in­

cidents 1n her past life, aa f'or instance: that she 
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had tili4 five hua'banda '"'1d waa now 11T1ilg with a 

acmaon-law husband.. ~ aaw intc; the hear'ta of men. 

•:ror Jeaua knew trom the beg1nn11'1f! ,,ho t h y were 

tlmt bel.:leTed not; and w:tio should betr&iY Him, 0 6,64; 

13,ll. He tore ·old t be t1me ot Peter's denia l 

(13,38) aJ?ll knn tha au:f':f'erillh that waa before 

HI.ii but He 614 not seek to avoid 1t,for when the be­

trQer ·a• hia aacompiiaea entered t he Garden of 

Gethaemane, .Teauar •]mowing all things th&t Ehould 

aome . upon ·am. "ant forth, and saici unto theni. 

ti'hQID ■eek y,et• 18,4. . . I • 

,Urthe~re, Christ 1a one in aaaence Ti i t ll 
I 

the :i'a.ther and again we ·quote 1,1: •Toe Word u&s 

with God and the t:ord was God. 11 He aa the only . . . 
begotten Son :la •1n the bosom at the li'ather, 11 1,18, 

• wh!ab ahcnra 1ih8' aloae relation in which they ate.mi. 

:rhe 4:laaiplaa ••r• not alwe¥a ·aLear on this point 

_ and Phil~ on one r»acaa:ion .d~a. •nom. ahn i.s 

the .. ~tiler, =and: .it au:f'fiaeth ua•, 14,8. But ~Jesus 

·annera, •Bellina me that I am in th& l'a.ther· and 

the lfather in ·me,. .. • 141-, ll. ·•m, that hath '9een me• 

•hath aeen: the Father,• 1-i,9. . iAmt., •He that hE:.teth 

me hatetll na: :rather,• l&,23. Paz-haps. the clearest 

. . .. " . . . ' . I ,. . 
• .# . . . 



statement. to t uis effect ia 10,,30 where J'eaua cleo.larea, 
~ \ 2 I ' I' .. :i•I and my Fs.ther &rlJ one•, 't"' lltll o '1t11r., J· r .,.,. • .,. 

·•. .carte.inly, they are two .distincit. persona, li'a.tl',er and 

, Son, oti.erwiee J'eeua would not speak ·o• .t ::,em, ibut 

. they are one in· eeaence .becauae He asya, •I and. m;y 

Fe.t her are one. 11 • , . 
• JI • •• • -

Fro~ this close union it follow■ that t he 
I 

other divine attributes a lso belong to Christ. 
■ I • I 

J'ohn claims omnipotence tor Him in the o~eDil'JS ve~ee .. . . . . ,. . --· ' ~ . 
of cha.>ter one: • All things were made by Himi a~ . . 
,~1 t houj; : :1m ,·,ae not anythi115 made t ils t was made,• 

I I 

1,3. 11:>wever, t he omnipo~ent power of t he Ji'&ther . ... 
• • I 

ia not different :f'rom that o:f' t • e Son; they are t .: .. e . 
same, 0 .Ji'or t he Son can do nothil28 o:f' ·UJ!lselt, but 

. 
Tthat Ee seeth the l'E!.ther do: tor whe.t things soever ., . 

·1. He doeth, 1.helie e.lao doeth the Son •1ikm1ise, • & 111•.s . / ~ 
q,u.oa.w .5 ff'dL£c., 5 ,J.9. 

At time■ t he Savior also used this p·ower. . . 
I • 

\",'hen m, acknowledged liia identi "t;y to Mia captors 
: . •. ,:,. . 

in the Garden of Getha..-ne, •'!hey went baolmazd aD4 
• ,.. • .. • I! 

tell to the grouid, 0 18,6. In·addition there are . . . 
t iie me.ny miracles ·:e ;pertozmed which J'ohn a~• he 

I • • 



. . 

. . 

baa not .recorded in ,d-a. book beal\uae of t , eir s ree.t 

number (20,30). In f'aa.t, John records only 11ight 

o:r t :iJe Sa.Tior • • lliraclea. The turning .of' Tlater i nto 

win•• 2,l-9i the healill8 of' t J e noble:man• a son, 4, 

50-54i ·the heal:b!fi ,of,:,tl1e impotent man at ,tlle pool 

of BLtheada, 5,8 I: 9i the hes.l i ng .of' ,t he 11,an bor n 

blind, 9,6 a: "Ii t ne re.iaing of' Lazarus 11,43 & 44 ; 

the draught of' f'iahea, 21,6i f'eed1116 t he five 
• I 

thouaan4, 6,ll-14i and nalkil16 on t he aea, 6,19 . 
. . . 

BV'idently Jolln· did not wish to rename all t he mir-
,. 

aolea recorded ~Y the other eTallSelista ~or al l of 
I • , • 

theae .1uat DBl!led, except the last two, are new· :wir-
• 

aolea, that is, t hey are not recorded in any _o~ the . 
C • 

otl1er soapela. . .. 
lohn also teaahea t~e ainleaaneas and holi­

neaa of the Son of God who in pr9¥:liJJ8 to the :s'ati'ler 

ad.drea■e8 n1m aa •Ho:q l'atr.e.r!1,.1Tl'r,,t ~ c. &. ,1"1,ll i 

aa a result Chr:liEt too ia holy because s.1.8 is one 
■ • I • I i \_~ • 

with the :rather. A little later (17,25) He calls . ... , 
li1m ·!'Bishteou8 ( S ~•••I.) lather. 0 Thia righteouwnesa 

. . . 
and. ain1e■8Deaa Re also claim.a for J::i:lmaelf in a dir-. . 
ect atatemeZ:t 'When He 88,78 14,SO: 1 The p~ince of- this 

world oameth, and hath nothi'IJB in me," D-:IM Even 



.., ~ 

Pilate aaid, •I f'ind. no f'ault {If&. l:1o11a,) in Kim at 

, all, n 18 ,,38. ao silently &nd meekly d:ld l{e a».f':ler 

t hat Pilate teat:lf'ied two more times :ln the aub­

eequent chapter to :iia blrwelesaneaa (19,4 I: 6) be­

f'ore givi?J6 il:lm over to death by aru.oif'fx:lon. 

Christ's authority, too, :Ls essentially tne .. 
same as t . . at of ti'!e :i'athcr, •:ror the Father .1udtSeth 

no !lUt.11, but hath co:mn1i tted all jwiSJi!ent unto the 

-Son, • 5, 22. 11 All t taings that t , e Fa th\. r 'ha th are 

mine,u (16,15J Christ says :ln a cleer statement re­

a ard:Lna t he close relationship ot i'ather and. Son; . 

• a passeae . :ln wn:lch we .h.l.'.ve •A wondert~l sl:lmpse_ot 

t he inner . relations of' the Godhead.• 23 ) 

. . 
~ha.t Chr:lat :la one ot t he persona in the . . . . . . 

Trinity 1~ also clearly taugh~. \'1e have aeeu ~hat 
. . 

:re and t he Fathe-r are one and in tile aame familiar 
• • • • • I, 

terms He also speaks of' t ile third person in the -·~ . , 
Trinity: •But vhen the Com:f'orter ( & w111,c):,'t'PS), 

. . 
Tinich ia t ne Holy Ghost, whom the Fe.ther will aen4 

•• - •• I • • 

in 'lllY name, he shall teach you all th:lngsf 14,26 • . --------------~--------
-23 J ·.Tam:l:eaon-1 Jm,usset, :and: :arcnm Commentary, John ,, . . . - .. . . .. . . 
16,15. . .... . 



. 
¥ea, Chri■t eTen .i4en_titiea li:lmaelf' 11.itll t he Coun.or-

ter, · the iJoly Ghoat, :f'or lie 811¥8, •x rlil.J. :prq t he 

llather and He ahal1 give yo1& anotllar Cor,tforter 

f:/~~..,, 11....,.,~,A., t'"•I".), that He nmy abide \'lith you 

:f'oruer, • 11, 16. 2~) Certainly e. ·mind t hat i s t1•ee 

:f'rom pre3wlice will readily 8ee end ackno,,rl edt;e tluit 
• I • 

also the divine attributes of Chris t e s t ablish :aa 
. 

d1•1ne Sonahip. 

· · In a separate paragraph let us bri~f'.cy , con­

·a1'd.er that t"e :rourth Gospel aJ.BO a. ivee Chri ~t di­

yine n.ono1· nd ulcry. J.nd.ced, eowe have ei i d , "The 
25) 

~ i■ to aet :f'ortll t. e glory of .:he divine l.o{£os, 11 

lfe alao see t he glory of the Son of ~od, but with more 

:f'ulnesa o:f' me&nil'J8 John the eve.nseliat can sey of . . . 
himself and the othe1· diaci1>lea 1 "Vie bt.held ·r1e c lor.Y, 

. . . . . 
\he glqry ot t.he Only-begott en of t :r.e Father, :full . . . 
o:f' s raoe and truth,• 1,14. On special occasions . . - . ma divine glory shone forth with increased bright-. . .. . . . 
neaa. 'lhua e.f'ter li:l.s- tirat miraole when lie t urned 

water into wine, John sqsi "DI.is beginning of mir-
• ----·-~~-~=------~----- -

24 J It ms.y b Tiell to mention ... ere t nr.1: in hie first 
••tle Bi~ Jlilm •••• the wo'l'll n-.1,t),t15 .o~ Christ mmae 
115) lleni.'&'I. 1lei11■1, r: Bibl."iaail.011ieolog• o:r the Kn testa­
ment, Vol. I, P• l~a. 
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acles dicl J esus: i n ·Cant .. of' Galilee, and ms.nif'eate4 

forth li:1.2 glary~ · 2,11■- Also the miracle pf' raisir..s 

Iaza rus from the dead served the"glorif'ica~ion· ot 

Jesus, · f'or ,: hen lie heard .t hat Ia.zarus was sick, He 

.. seid, nThie eicla e::. s is not ! unto-~death, · but f'or ·.t11.e 
-

glory of' G0<l, tha t the ~on of· l od mlsht .be s lorif'i-

ed t he1°f1bY, '! 11, 4. John the Bapt ist in all humi l:1 ty 

BBiYB, " lie mus t ir1crea se, bu,. I must decrease. ·lie 

t a t cometh :frm,1 a bove is above e.ll: he t hat is of' 

t he ee,r th i a ea r thly., &ne! ~peaket. of' t ne earth: e 

t :1 t cometh f r m:1 • ~van I - . ABO-vE Al',J , H 3,30 &: 31. 

~hi s a t t itude t a ~en by John, Je sus requires of' all 

men ,·.-hen .... , se.ys , 11All · men should honour the Son, 
. 

even e.s they honour t.1e l!'et her. -.r.e t il&t hqnoureth 

not t ,.e :::on honouret..1 not t he l 'e.t l er vn.i c;.tl .im:th sent 
. 

!-1:lm, • 5, 23. r!he .b-.:lihe1· !::Lmself' aha1·ea t, e • J.O"ry of' .. 
tile f>on s.s Jesus indicates when .1.is hour he.ci come by 

saying 1 
111fov1 is t hu Son of' t.an e:lorif'iecl, e.nd God is . . . . 

glorified in .!tim, " 13, 31. li'rom eternity this glory 

had been a a as Tie see from the pr&¥er He addre■aea 

to .His heavenly Father 17,15: •o Father, slorJ,~ me 

~ti t h thine own self' 'rith the glory whicll J. .bad ,.1 t!l 

thee before tne 'liOrld. waa. • 
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!hua the B1'&11geliat eatabliahea t he deity of 

Ch1'il■t and. although the enem1ea aaaa11 th1a doctrine, 

yet thty are without proot· beoauae they ~elve amoag 

the ~alae aouroea ot unb•l et and rationalism instead 

. ·ot ·heeding , the Savior• a word.a: •sear ch the SCRIP.. 

• !'llRBSi to:r in th• ye think ye have eterna.l 1:1:te: 

and they are they \7hioh TBS!IP"i'. O:? rm, 11 5, 39. so 

laviah ia tlle li'ourth G.oapel in ascribing divine names 

and attributes to the· Bon of God and a cco:rdi~ to 

!l1m t he gloi-y, ma;Jeaty, and honor ot God t he.t we 

. J!UQ," read1]¥ a~bacribe to the statement quoted a t t.he 

beg1n .. 1ng of this part:- •.John• s ,11101e boo.1t vi-: a 

written that men mi~ht bel teve t he.t Jeuur i s th 

Christ, the _son ot.God. 0 

IV. ~HE l2BBSIAK 

• 1hia Son of God made manifeet 1n t , e flesh 

ta P'..e 
0

of wliom :moses and t he 
1

p~opheta wrote (Joh4',45 ) • . 
!!e iii ~ Prophet promised by God ·Deut. 18,18, 11 I will 

: •• i ; • • : I • • • 

rai•a them ~Pa ProP,het from eions their brethr~n.• 
..... 

• 
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. 
He is the l easieh 26 ) fTha. Chri at ) in w~om the faith-

ful placed tl1eir trust ever mince t he ti1 ~ God- m,.4 

promi.aed• ( f¾ell. 3, 16 ) the.-t the. YIOJP.an • a seed should 

bruise the serpent' s heed. 

. . .. 
· ~any peopl e , esp~cia lly Jews , did not b6lieve . . . 

t h&t Jeoue or ~a.ze ret . was that promised u:eaaiah .. 
(John 7,52), nor ar a they convinced of' it e.t the 

. . . 
!)reaent ti1!le. As e. re~ult ll".&l\Y imposters have tEi..'lcen . . 
adva n tage of t h i s o: onion a nd Bf'ter t he capture of 

J erus nlm,1 under Titus 70 A.D. sousi1t to r e store t he 
. . 

Je,., ish k ins dom by poeina a s .t he expected l!reasieh. 
. . ,. 

~erhap s , the moat no t ewort?w of' these f a lse Z.:eesiahs 

wa s Barcochba , a 3ew of t he s econd century whose 

rea l nED1e Ttaa Simeon. Before ROJRE.n discipline pre­

vailed, a ll wh.o ref'6s ed. to aubmi.t : to hiJn.,. pe.rtio.u-

· l a rly t .e Chriaj;ia11s, v,ere put ,to d·ee.th • 

. 
26) e~aie.h i e derived f'rom the HebrR ll "'ad~ - .• ~ . . . 

which .occurs thirty"'!nine tiMeB in t he Old Testament. 
It is the,. veroal noun. from JI IJl,.mae.nins• 8 £Doi11tect•.• ~ 
In tl1e LXX 1 t is always rendered by t lle Greek Kf, r.'ro_s'. 

-·· The .li'easial1, or the Christ a1e· the of:!1aJal names of' 
the Savior deaignatiwf J!:l.s ·office idl:lah, howner,. 
grad1:nlly cm~e to be used a s proper nemes. Of'f'iclal . 
persona anointed on the, O.T. were p~ophat• (1 Bg.l~,16), 
priests fEx. 28,41}1 and k1na.a (1. Sem • • 9,16) • . . ~11eae 
'aevere.l offices Christ, t l1e .i\nti,type, embraced in 
.1.Iimaelt. 



., 

-

?od.11¥ the Jewalh aan;g;, la divided into t hree 

diattnal branches: (1) tho extreme right, (2) the 

extreme lett I and (3) tJ1e cent.er . . ?he firs t br me •• 

la kno'IID &a orthodox ln. their aclhere11ce to the 

l;l_ tere.1 interpretation of t l,e Bible and tradi .. ion. 

0 Thia ale.a& of .Tna continue to lqok for e. per sonal 

re1Sn o:r : -Teaaial,11 and thdir· reatore.tion to t ~,e l a nd 

o• t !1eir forefathers. • 27 ) ~u, s econd cl 1u ,s ere the 

lld'ozmed .Tna vho neither elcy}ect nor desire a J, easiah■ 

~e third. class 1a a moderate pE.rty which i s awe.it­

l'l'JB a f uture l!eaa1anic se e. l~.ever, let ua· bri &fly 

•~• that t r."".e Ueaaiah w come by pointins out ·tile 
. 

~ul111Imcnt of Old Testament prophesy al so in J ohn. . . ' . 

God ht .d promised a Delivere.r t o t he pF.ren te of 

· the hU111En raoe (Gen.a, 1:5 ). ·ne we.a :to be a .mia l1t y 

-Prophet ail lfoaea :la. told Deut. 18~18: 1 I will r aise . 
t~ up• Prophet from imlo!J$ their Qrethren like un-

-to :tue. • Iaaiih •Ba.ya ·ot ~. •the gove rnment shall 
• • .i. 

• !b,. IQ)O•n ·:!i:la ahoulder: a:ncl • . m.a neme shall be called 

W~4ts~ul, Qounaellor, the; mighty,' God, i.'he everlr..st-
• ! ~ • • :- ., .:...,__,;,.,...._.~~---...,..-------·--· --

27) lt1.Cl!.tntoak ~d Sta-OztS .• . CYcloJed:la: of B1bl1c;.,l 
Literature,.- Vol. VI, p.139. •. . 

-: .. -.. 



i ng li'D.ther, ~he Prince o:f' Pee.ca,• 9,6. And resard.­

i ng . iis qu~1olif'ications: •tthe spirit of' the Lord. 

she.11 rest upon liim, t he ,ap1ri t of' wisdom and under­

standing., the spirit of council and might, the spirit 

.of knov,ledge and of t .. e fear of' t he Lord.,· n Is.11, 2. 

St.ell un une ,,e;.•e t lle believers of l.fev, Teatemen·t times 

ho1>i n~ tor and ao~ e 1~ecds ni•zed JD.Di aqing, •Qr• a 
truth t hi e is the! Prophet, n 7"."40. others dilaegreed. 

·B:>Yi l'JS , 11She.ll Chris t come out of' 0,.1'.lleet• 7,41. 

0 search and look: f or out of' Galilee aris eth no 

prophet,n 7,52. '!1ey clung to I.Uc& 5,2 saying the.t 

.re 1uust con1e out of' :eetlllehem from l;he seed of' 

Dt'.vid, but had they been better informed.•, they 

. i';oul d have known t he.t : .. e. ac·t ue.lly v,e.a born in Beth­

l ehmu a nd t hc~t J:!a r, a nd. .roaepL ~e1•e deseendenta ~f' 

t h e House of' David. , Aa a mat ter ~f' :f'at:t they :t.•ere 

a lso wrong in DUJ.ntainiDB that ·no prophet came or 

,,ould come b"ut ·of' Galileo :f'or, to cite en instance , 

the prophet Jo1lalcm. e fro. Ge.th-llepher, hear the Sea 

· of' Galilef:. . .. . 
' · • Jeaua !fimaelf' a.clcnowledgea t net 111 mm the 

Old Testament writtng a are :f'ul:f'ill~d when He aey■ 



D,48: •mui ye be~ieved. lfoaea, ye-woul~ h ~e beli~ved 

ma: f'or iiE \'IP.OTB . OJ' J.'B . 11 ?he ·.pnly. res.son f'or the 

unbelief' of' t he .Tews was :th.et. t hey \.ould not agree 

that ::I.~ • .reaus t he promised l.:eaa:l.ah had e.ppea red. 

• 1he.tr oopception of' tms Christ was p l.!r ely ca r na l • 

. They readily would .. ave acclaimed Irim a k i 11B could 

tbeY ma.ve peraue.!i,ed H1D1 :to accept a tem:por 11l crov,n 

(e, 16· ). But ac.q_oi:cl.ing ,to the prophesy, 11Yet :m.ve 

> aet m.,y ~is· upon m.,y holy hill of Zion, 11 )?a . 2 , 6 , 

.reaus could not .~le except in the , earts of 1:lln 11ao 

H'8 ~8Jl&,rted ae;ad.n into a mountain Jf:l.mJ elf alone ~• 

6, l:6. IV'en Pilate 11:.w that re l e.id- no cla i m \IIJm.t­

ever ~n ,emporal power when He simply &nu cleerly 

. atated, · 11:uy kingdom ia not of tm.a w.orld, 11 18 ,36. 

But wi tia'! these "r:, v,orda iie alao. ack110T1lecige& to 

Pilate th&t Ire la a Kfng, (18 ,a7 ). Only very re­

cent;cy,,, on the occasion ot .ii:l.a triump•t entry i nto 

.reruaa:l.mn, had t l,e people acc-la1me4 li1m ahoutiDSi" 

•m,aanna: Blessed la t he K:lng of lerael t ilat come th 

.tn the name of' t he Lord,• 12,lS, aa the propn.et .had 

f'oretold Zech. 9,9; yet "'i.t . waa true what .a;ae hatt said. 

' . 



2J). 
to Pila-ta. 11}4y kingdom ~a not from henoe, n 18~36. 

By specia l little exp:J,anatory remarks John trma. 

tilile t o time calls ettention to. the tact that in 
. . .. : . . 

J"eaua t i,e aj\yins·e of' t he prophets were being ful-

filled. i'hua v,llen Jesus purge:.:d the temple (Chap.I). 

the A"Va ngellst refers to t he prophesy"to this eft6ct . 
in Pe. 69,35: 11For the zea l of' thine -hous hath 

ea t en Ille up . 11 Anc, v-,t;ain 19 ,36: •·For the_a, thing s 

,·,er e clone, that t i.e Scri»ture: should be f'ulf'illed, 
• •• - ' ,r • 

A bone of' !Jim shall not be bro~en. 0 SOE.a . of' Jesus• 
' 
BD,¥1nga were not underetoo~ until a; ~er Hia resur­

r e ction aa John pointe out ,2, 22.: -~/hen therefore Xe 
• I i I • • 

was riafn from ~h~ dead, !lie diaci~les remembered . . ~ 

t hat lie Jal sa id t his unto them. • 
I 11 • I • • • I ' ·- 'I 

The suf'f'er£nga and
0

crucif'ixion, too, "were 

·t ulf'illed accordirig fo pro~hecy. Isai~, ~ho lived . . ,. 
.. about '75.0 yep.rs 'bef'ore · cmiat, ~icturea t he Savior~e 

• 

eu:f!f'ering ao v1v1dl3 (~p/ 53) t liat 'one l70Uld t hink 

he ,. i tne aaeil t i.a t Gdod 'Friday aceiie •f'rom the f'oot 

.of' the cross ~ JJav~d e.lso fore~old !ii.a paaaio1;. BB¥• 

~118, "They pierced ~ hands e.nd my :r•et• (Pa. 22, 16·) 

and in these wou&da we a re told 20,25, the d~ubt-
, # • 



• 1ng "ilomas wents tc, place his f11JEert before he 

will be~ieve. ~he serpent of braes erected by l oses 

in the t1ilderneaa w,.a a type of t he crucified Re-. . 
demaer aa .Teano .t.J.meelf points out .. 3 1 14 s.nd 12 , 32 8.: . . 
a~. The pe.rtins of liia s arrnenta by casti ng lots as . . . 
told. in Pa. 22 ,18. ia recorded a a comins to pas s 

John 19 I 23 & 24■ 

To t J1eae' quQte. t ione v,e me,¥ al lso add t he t G&­

t1mon:tea o:f' certain believers. 11Pliil1p f i nt.. et h 

lfathanael i;.nci aa1:th unto h:lm, \i e he.Te found J i m, of 

whom j'oaee in ' t he r.avr, and the prophets did v.·rite , 

.Teaua o:f'• lrazarethi the•' Son of Jos eph, 11 1, 45 . .An­

drn said to Ilia brothel' ' limon, "Vie hl'.v e f ound Ghe 

Keaeiaa, vhioh la, being interpreted, the Chris t, 11 

•I believe .that hou art tlle .. 
Christ t i,e .Son or ~od, 11 11,2'1. Petei■ speaks t or t he 

entire com;,~ q:f' the diaci~Jea caw.teas i ng , 11\Ve be­

lieve and are aura that i,iou ~rt that Christ, ,t ho . . 

Thus in detail the wori:la of Che pr ophe t s con­

•oem:tns the ~coming .i:i:easlah wore f'ull'illed e lao in 

t:&e Jlo\.rth O• pel and many believed 011 Him (11, 45 ) • 

. ' .. 



But ~he1·e ati:l m£.y be e. 11ueati9n in th, milid. of' 

. t he read,er vhic.:, haa .not y•t been annered: 1 viz. 

whe.t was t ~o work or misaion 9t t~e Jiessiah? 

. T}Jet t he ~aRiah was to redeem th:l:.a ainf'ul 

_worl~ was generally known even in the Old Testament 

t.or every, Jewiah aacrif'ice.~ypif'ied .the .qne and · 

All-auff'ici nt Se.cri:fice ,1:tiich 'l~aEJ tQ be_ realized "in 

t ne Son of' Gqd. As a lmnb t;i:tl').oufi . ~po~ and blemi ah 

\".'F■. D aa crif'iced :ror t:.e sins p:f! j;a e people ao 11e.a 

Christ to bf .offered up in .order to ~reconcil- Qqd 

to mankind. ;11he.t is Tlq Joqn t h~ ~pti11t on -seeing 

Jesuo a:xcla i:qu-'d, 11.Behold t •~ Iamb of Godi whi.ch 

taketh at1ay the ein o:e. the wo,rlC,., n l _, 29. 

' . . 
The ~vanseliat well knew tl'l&~ . t here was need 

. -
I ■ • ~ . .. ,_ • 

of' a Savio1· in this v,orlci ,vhic . wail ahrp~ed by t.a.~ . . .. ,. . ~- ._ . . 
. nig.1t of' sin -and li:ring in carnal security for ·e.1-

• • • • :. I 

hoUBh uThe world waa made by Him, the vorld knew . . . .. 
Him not. ' Ha came unto :«a 'ov,ri, and Xia own ra·ceiv-

ad il1m not, 11 1, 10 I:. ·11. 
. ~ 

Acc.ordil'.!it :to .Teaua • own . . ~ . 
,1orda ·e·ternal deat ~ awai 'f;ed th.a unbelie"f-are wii-.ii • 

) . 
·~a.ya, •it a"e.i"d' 't'heraf'ore· ur-'to you, tlla1; ye a tli1,li d~•-. . 
in your sins.: f'or if ye .bel-ie~e not that i em He, 

ye· shall. die ~n-yaur ~ina,• 8,24. "•Thia la the oon-



damnation, ~hat light~• come into the world, a nd . 

· men lm:ed darltneaa rather than lit-h t , bece.use their 

deeda, were evil,• 3 i l9. 

- It waa the t&ak of t he Savior t o br1116 light 

and aalvatlon to thta world straying blindly about 

in the darkneaa or ain. God had imposed it vpon 

. Him 29 ). . •liar Cod BO lov d t he t,orld t."1a.t He " (~S.V•-

itta an~. ·ibegotten Son, tha t whosoever believt:t .l: 111 

iI:lm should not. per.tish., but have everla atint; lite. , 11 

31 16. Ta lulfilll "'t ,hi-a 'l'li&h of t he Fat her Jesus CfJJ!le~ f 
aa -lle aqa 12,,,: •I came not to Judge·the worl d, 

., '"' c' , I ~ but to SAVE TE QRTD, a """ c.,iJ( r., .. .,, 'Co,,, to,;■,1tol'. 

ao that on the ne of 1iiil aaarificia l dea~- .. e co.11 

1111¥, "I have ~apt 1J1Y :i'ather•a cOJ.'IJDNldments am'i abide . . 
in Jiia 1•••• 15,10. •Greater love hath no me.n than 

. . 
thia, that a man lay dOffll liia life tor his trieJ'\dB, 11 

. ' . 
1S,l3i aiid by H:l.a death and resurrection He triumph-. . . 

I 

114 over ~he world and the pov~era of darknesa, to.1· iie . . . ~· . 
tel~• ma •~rrowing diaciplee, •In the world ye 

' 
■ball have tribulatiQn but be of s~od cheeri I .:iAVE 

~cm.m ~ME 'WOFcm, 0 16,33. O glorious truthi Christ . . . 
I • 

29 J° l,, 4r-: •m: have· slorifi:e~ t l19e on' \lJ,e ·ae.rth: I · 
have f'in,iah.ed t he T/Ork '1.r .. 1., ~II l'rA& n·,,, .. .., . 
ao) •Aa t~e Fat hn- ' gave me 001DJD2.Ddment, even ao I do 0 

•• ~ .. , ,,.. 1 'G" , 14, Sl. 
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ha.a conquere.d ain, , cleath , · arid. tlle devil, ao that the 

prince of this T1orld, ·satan •haa nothi:ng in mm• and 
. iie 1~ at lioerty to ~go and ·prepare a place ~or ua in 

iii a Bather' a houae v,here there are DIIIIW' manaiona 

(14,l). He ia all!' thing to all 'believers anci. aaaurea 

t he diaciplas of t his ■&¥ins in aeven 4ifierent a14ie-· 

courses·: •n1 am the bre&d of life11 (6,25 ), •I am the 

ligl .. o:r t he warld:11 (.8, 12 ) , n I ,am th& door 11 ( 10; 9 ) , 

. ., . 

· "I ma the g.ood snepl1erd11 (10, 11 ), •I am: the- true 

vine" (15,1), 3 I am the realArmection and the lif'e• 

(11,25), a nd "I am t ne way, ~he truth,, and the 1:1:fe• . -. 
(14,6), that 2c~ording to !ii.a ultimate purpose we. J118¥ 

. .. 
be uni ted with l i:l.m who is t he .Head of the Church and . 
,71 th .i.i.im ahar, t he slo~ of' God in heaven aa ~ .aqa 

I • 

17,22; •The s~ory Tlhich .thou gaveat m~ I !lave .given 
. . . . 

themi that. T:Hm!' MA!!: BK Oi !E,. even AS WB ABE OHE. ·• 

I• • , - . L, 

. . . ·= . . Iv. •: COA"CJ.el lSIOlT 

•=1hia briefly ia the- Christ of st. -John •a Goapel. 

~le note e·apecially two ,trutha that the Beloved JJia­

, ciple l}aa re:1terate4 again ,and. • •. aaain: l. !bat in •;the· • • 
.. I • II 

person of J'eaua Ct'hr:l:at, t her·e ia a truly divine am 

. ' . . . 



· human •nature, and 2. ~hat i£e is the promised !a.:saiah 

■ttnt ot Gad ta rt:d.em the world. i'or. this 11Gospel at 

(Joapela• al) ·•• are ·very grateful tor it ia a bul­

wark Q~ defence qainat t he assaults of t hose ,~10 
. 

would den¥ thaae d·ootrinea in an effort to st'l'!ip 

the Savio~ ot .t ne ~ark of' Redemption. ~oul d to Ood 

t!Jat we ,at ~!l t im.ea and eapeci~lly over agai n&t 

tal.ae t ·eaohera oo;uld 'ti• aq p.owartul i n t .i.e defence 

of' our Savi~r a a t he qBon of Thunder0 i s i n hi o pr ec-

• 1Qu■ Goa:pe_l. I • • • , 

•• I • 

tie dare noti ■ta.ad idly by \1hen ra.tion .. l i :mi 11.nd 
• 

~ 

unbellet attack •uch doctrines as these whic . ar.e 
~ 

t ie ~•ry heart and. life ,of Christ i an doctrine because . 
'flhaaeever deniea .Jeaua Christ denies ·God, for .lie and 

. . . 
t .he Fat!ler are ~ne. ~ova all let u·a hol d fast t o 

~h~ Soript~ral d~ctrin'e of tbe Redeemer aa lie i s a lao 

taught in our conf'eaa1on■· 32 ) tor •Jia that believeth 

an ~he Son ·HA~H nerlcating lite•, John a,36. . . 

. . .. 
" 

am; Hl:111p Soha:tt in John and. Dia Wrlt:lqa, ?-rqea,p. 80. 
as. Luther•·• Small and Ia~•· cateahl•, Seoond Art. 

Auaaburs Gonf'eaafon Art. IIl,pr45. 
A::pol~gy ·at the Augaburs oontaae1on Art. III,p.119·. 
J'omula of' Concord, Qitame·, .AZ't. VIII,::p_.81'7. 



. . 

BIBLIOGP.APHY 

Unbelief in t he Yinete~nth uentury, H.O. i . ~ldon 

nuehtner 'a SyJubolik 

E 'Clintock anci 3trons Oyclop~dia of Biblical Literature 

:Ia.stings Dictio1.ary of the .Hible 

I nterna.tiona l Standa rd ~ibl e .!!:ncyclopedia 

The i.ni versi ty J!incyclol>edia, H. 1!. Lrac Cracken 

JJ. A. n'Byes, John and ?rie ·.ritings 

"'i1eolo~ ica l ~uarterly ( ;.:ap. vol. VIII). 

Dr. Jrretzmann • s Popular Oonmentary 

Jamieson , ~"'ausset, a nd Bronn Uommentary 

Dr. Pi eper, Christliche Dogmatik. (Esp. Vol. IIO. 

Van Ooaterzee , i'heolos :, of t e l~e,.- l estaeent 

.Fairbairn, Chris t in - odem '.L'heology 

B. reiss , Biblica l i heolo~y of the r.m, ~eatament. 

u. F .Sc:hmid, Bi b lica l Theology of the ! ew featament. 

Text of Script ures, Jmgliah and Greek . 


	The Christ of St. John's Gospel
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1627567527.pdf.caqhR

