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ECCLESIASTICAL JD[IOI VERSUS QRRISTill PHI:CX 

Ours is a dlQ" of' unionism. On e.11 sides we hear the o-ry that the 

ohurohes shoul.d unite. In this age of' moral oonfuaion and re~eotion of' 

authority,~then the forces of evil are dravm up on one a1de,ata.nd.1Dg 

solidly together,with complete understanding 8lld oooperating full.y,the 

ohurohes ,we a.re told,should do a~ vii th their partiou.lar brand: of' 

denomina.tione.lism ·end unite in order to be able to put forth the f'oroe 

of a single gree.t drive on iniquities whioh prosper ~1le the ditterent 

ohurohes are wr angling about eoolesiastioal preoedent,rank,end author­

ity. The churches wou.ld then be deoidedl.7 stronger in af'feoting publio 

op1nion,the useless :an.iJ.:tiplioetiQn of' ag,ncies,properties,eX1=eDBes,e.n.d 

aeotarian g1•oups ,·rould forever oease, the pr~r of' Jesu, in whioh He 

asked His Fe.t her that all whom He had given Jlim might be one,wou.ld 

then be fulfilled. 

A plan,vrhich is representative of' the trend of thO\'lght in 1118.111' 

ohurohes of tode~ 1 is that of the World Oonferenoe on Faith and Order. 

At Lau.se.:ime, Svri tzerland, r epresentatives of' eipt7-seve11 T1orld-wide 

churches \dll gether next summer to disauas religious uni 't7. The pro­

posed basis ~or this union is a oommon faith emboCQ"iDB the essentials 

of Chris-fiiani ty and a form of' organisation in Tlhich e.11 will feel at 
. 

hoae. It is not limited to Protestants. ilrea.11' the Eastern erthodox 

ohurohes have appointed their deleptes. Every "Christian." ohvoh has 

been in.vi tad to take part • 

BishoIJl'Brent of' the Episoopa.1 'Oh111'oh,who is one of' the leaders 

in this conference ,deolares that Christian 'Ulli't7 1a based 011 God's 
. 

idee.l,not men rs conoeption. Ha ·quotes in oonfi:rmat1011 for his state-
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ment thtt words of our Lord in John 17, 11 ,anl adds: •It aeema almost 

"IDJD8oeasary to stress the :need of un:tty. Common sense advocates :lt. 

loon.QJDy deme.nds it • Should not the followers of a a:lllgle Person be :I.D 

a oommon Fellov,ship?" 

But a.re his vrords true? Is it true that the 1Ul1on. whioh 1.s 

advocated by this coming oon:teren.oe is baaed on God's ideal? Plao:lllg 

the basis of t he proposed-:·UJ!lion along side of the be.sis 1a1d dovm in 

the :Bible 1\'le fi11d that the former is based on lllBJ'l.1 S conaeption mia. ia 

in direct con:flict vrith mF.Jl1' clear passages of Sor~pture. B'othing is 

more empheticelly t aught and stressed in the Bib1e the.:n. that ohuroh­

felihovrship must e.1,·reys,and. in all p1aoes, be preceded by unity in the ,,.. 
spirit, unity in doctrine • Vie learn this from suoh passages as Rom. 1 (, 1 7; 

Eph.4,,-6,13.,ana. Me.11Y similar o:nes,~'here we are told the.tin the Churoh 

the true d.octrine and only the true dootri~ is to be taught, oonfessed 
. -rt-.L 

and pr e.ctised bJ' F..11 its members. Aooordingly,e.11· true Christiens;.tl\O'Q&h 

not Ul'lJDindful of t he Scipture.l admo:ni tion t .o bear patient~ with the 

\ital: in doctrine r.mcl in lmo\'llecle;e end to 1ove our :n.eighbors~dare not. 

ooun.tene.nce t he surrenderi?J3 of any portion. of the Christian dootri~ 

in t he interest of a ohuro~ union. Host of' the efilorts at 1Ul1o:n. are 

doomed to f a ilu.:l:e from the beginni:gg beoause they seek a mere outT,ard 

eoclesir:s tioal union e.t the expense of the im-,ar4 "IJJ1:lty which is 

deDll'.nded by the Bible."Ho\'t cen two walk to~ther except the1' be :- ··- ~-­

agreed?" 

When ,·re study the history of' the various denominations :I.D this 

acnmtry we find that eoole.siastica1 u:n.iop. w1 tliout true u:n.itJ' is not 

only a grievous malaicy' of Illa.JV' of the aecta:J,ian ohurohea, but of 1118.?Q" 
. . -

branches of' the Lutheran Ohuroh also. A atu.q of the history of the 



Lutheraa Churoh in .Amerioa reveals the faot that,if these Lutheran 

bodies Trere to be \";.reighed T11th regard to this matter,IIISZQ' of them 

Would be fot1nd wanting. It shall be the ob~eot of ihts paper to shovr 

hO\T some of the Luthere.n synods in our oounh7 have sought an eoolesi­

e.stioal union T11thout having the inward univ in dootrine.fle shall see 

the.t Tlhenever a ohuroh bocly f e.11s to heed the olear teaoh.1-ng of the 

Bible with respect to the unity in sp1rit,dootr1nal. oo~ion and ' 

dtgenerat1011 1s sure to follovr. Part I will treat uniom.sm e.s it 

manifested itself in the period dating from the begimli:ng of Luther­

enism i n America. until the year 1820. !he first pe.rt will deal mainl7 

\'11th the history of t he Lutheran s,,edes in Delav,are,tlle J.Unisteri"WD of 

Pennsylvania,the Hin1ster1'UJD of New York,lht the Horth Carolina SJ110d. 

Part II ,·.,111 -'.:;ree.t the history of the S1J10ds whioh merged in the 79ar 
i,, 

191 B to form t he United Lutheran Church. In view of the faot tut it is 

im~oss ible to treet the histo1"7 of all Lutheran synods in.Amerio& with 

respeot to the matter of Christian unity in a paper of this size,I 

she.11 0011fine myself to the hi~tory- of the lJ'n1 ted JJutheran Churohr;;whioh 

1s one of t h e larges t Lutheran bodies ,and ,mioh is notm,iousl.y lmOTm 

for its unioni~m. Onl.J' a fevr of the ·more oonspioous instanoes of suoh 

unionism vrill be mentioned. 

Ear.J.y in 1638 t,v-o shiploads of immigrants, oonsisti:ng largely i>f 

Holle.nders and Swedes,sa1le4 u» Delaware BS¥ under the le&Attrahip of 

Peter Minuit and lmided in Delav.rare. !he first Lutheran ohuroh buil4-

i?JB ereoted by this Swedish ooloJJl' was at Ch,ristiana in 1 646. J'rom 

1638 on,for over a century Bl_ld three-quarters,there was a rather 
. --~ 

regular suooession of thirtJ"-five pastor■ ministering to theae oolomsts 



1n at least s ix S\·1edish ohurohes. D.ese earl.1' Lutheran ohurahes, 

supplied by pastors from Svreden,were sovern.ed by "Prnosts" ,who vrere 

noted for their legalism and unionism. Dr.lJ'eve. tells us that even the 

ablest of these pestors never sug89sted a:n independent" ~eve¼opment 

of the Luth eran Church in .America. ( 1 .p.32.). Beed we be surprise_d, 

then,when \·:e 1'ead of t he :rmmerous unionistia practises of these pastors 

from the time of settlement in 1638 to the end of the 18th eant'url,', 

when s,,redish Lutheranism e:flded in a:n absorption in the Episao:pilian 
,_ ,:J .. 

Churoh? From t he beginnins,Svretish bishops enaouro.ged and even admonish-

ed the:!:r emi sse.ries to ~aternime w1 th the Episcopalians. Dne of the 

leading pastors of that d9¥,Pastor Sandel,said:"Although betv,een them 

and us t here is some difference with respect to the Lord's Su.pper,yet 

he(Dr.Svedberg )does not vlB?lt that sme.11 difference t .o rend asunder 

the bond of pee.ce. \'le do not attempt 8rJ¥ disoussion on 1 t ;neither do 

\78 touch on such t hi :lgs ,•,hen vre preach amons them,nor do they attempt 

to persuade our people to"'·their opinion in this respect;but mt live 

6n intimate end frat ernal terms vrith one another,as they also call ua 

their brethern •••• As our church is called by them 'the sister- ohurch 

of the church of Ellglandll ,so, \"/8 live fraternally tosether;God srant 

'biat this m~ long oontimie. n ( 2. p. 1 18 • ) D.e Swedish 1>astors re~l.1' 

attended the Episcope.l i>.2.store.l conferenoes ,.and, in the absence of the 

Inglish rectors,the:v preached in the EpiaoopUian pul.pits. From 1'13'1 

to 1741 J.Dylander preached at Gloria Dei ahuroh in Germen.,ST1edish, . . 
and English every Sundlq a:nd administered to the Episcopalians .• !l:hia 

same practise we.a followed b;y the "provost•~ Erio _.oerlt,A.Sandel, 

A.Kesslius,Peter Tre.nberg,J.Sa.ndin,Iarael Acrelius,C.t7ra!lg81,lt1la 

Coliin,,·,hose e.ativity extended from 1 '1'10 to 1831 ,during vrhich time 

• 



he had eight Episcopalian e.ssistant pastors. ilh8Dffer a cozmeratcm.e 

na laid or a new church dedicated by the Epiacopalians,the Bwedes 

were invited en d accepted such invi tationa e.s often e.s they v,e~e ms.de. 

!owe.rd the close of· the 18th centu1'7, after clifficrul ties w1 th the arch-
I 

bishops in St;1eden relative to the appointment 9f pastors for the 

.American ohurches,end after the le.st of the Lutheran pastors sent from 

Sweden hed e.rrived in 1770,the Gloria Dai ahurah called an Episco11&11an. 

minister. In 1846 this church declared its full connec'fiion with the 

Episcopalian Church; the other SYrediah ohurahes did 11kavr1se. fll.us earl.1' 

Swedish Lutheranism committed spiritual suJ:6ide,reaped the harvest sown 

bJ its indi f:ferentism s.nd unionism I and graduall.1' became extinct. Bad 

these early Swedish :9astors defended genuine Lu.theranism,had they re­

~ed to fe-ihlo,v-ship '71 th the Episcopalie.ns, the historian of the 

Lutheran Church in America vrauld,hUJllNlly speaking,he.ve an e::Q.tirel1" 

differen~ chapter to write. 

But the Lutheran Church we.s not entirel.1' \'Ii thout its t1V,e defend­

ers during t his earl.1' period. Justus Falclmer, vlho \'l&S the first Pro­

testant clergyman to be regul.arl.7 ordained 1:n America(Bov.24 1 1703),was 

- the author of the first orthodox Lutheran text-book published °in 

.Ameri ca, by vmich he &~tempted to fort1t,y:-..11is readers against ,1hat he 

declared "Ca1vinistio errors". In the preface to this book he commits 

himself entirel.7 to the symbols of the Lutheran. Church. fll.ia man,to­

gether ,nth his brother Daniel and W .o .BerJ:e:mii.e7er, were three of the 

moat outstanding orthodox Lutheran pasto11s of that period. fll.ese three 

oPPoaed the uniqnism of the SWediah and Kalle pastors i even when the7 

were obliged to preach 1n & Reformed churoh,the7 did not hesitate to 



satisf'actory ste.tement :perte.inil'lg to loa&es. 'When we look at its 

short history, vre '\'Tonder vrhy such a boa,, has th~ auO,aci t;y to at ill 

aall itself a Lutheran body. All the un-.-Lutheran practises,whioh we 

have noted in the three synods vlhioh lllerge_d to f'orm the m,w b.odT, 

vropped 011.t in thtt··h:f:stoey. uf' the United Lutheran Church. A few 

. instances ,•1111 su:ffice. ~ing the convention held le.st fall at 

Riohmond,~irgim:.a,United Lutheran pe.stors filled the !JU].pits of m&:117 

of the sectarian churches. Dr.Delk and a few others have-:.ope~ &T0\'184 

that t hey e..re "theistic evolutionists;Harry Emerson Fosdiok,the most 
' . 

"modern" of modernists, we.s permitted to fill the pulpit of the United 

Luthe1'"e.i1 Churoh at Springfield,Ohio. lim:ly of' the pastors ~ast..:llh1im.:, 

selves on being members of the different lodges. !he matter of' pulpit 

end elte.r fellowship is l eft to the conscience of the tndividual 
,,. 

pastor.Union services with the sects a.re often held,especiall.y ~t 

Thanltsgiving time. This botcy" cooperates vrith the \'lorld 80Dferenoe 

on Fe.i th e.nd Order to be held next inlmmer in S\Y:ttzerle.ml.. In. n !he 

Luthe1·e.n11 of l'iaroh 31, 1927,,,e find an a,rticl.4' bt ;Dr.Knubel,the pre­

sident of the United Lutheran Churoii;1n which he states rather bl"DDtl,7 

that Roman Ce.tholioism,ADglicem.sm,~an-Protestantism,e.nd Inither~sm 

are the "olicy' fo:rms of Christianity· that e.re entitled to o1-im 

aommon end vrorld-,·ride application" .We agree with the editor of •!fhe 

Luthe1'"an" \'!hen he s~s :tn the same issue that this statement is. "cer­

tainly calculated to meJce one sit up ·end take notice". Sttoh a state­

ment coming from a sectarian modemiats wou1d not caue mu.ah of a 

surprise I but when it comes from the president of a bodT vlhioh has .. . .zer.~ 
assumed the neme "Lutheran" ,we begin to wonder what the name "Luther111.• 

. - .A 
really means,7es,whether it means a.n;,thing at all. In: this same article 

the president siws:"l7e need some agenq which tri~l stand forth ol~l,7 
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as an indication that Lutherans have an. essential. message for m:iltsh 

they stand 'lllnivers ally e.nd v1hioh they must 1]18,inta1n.1r But T1!Q' look 

for such e.n sngency when the ~utherans of the U!iited Lutheran Churoli 

have no ess ential message for whioh they st.and UJ11verse.ll,7 and whioh 

the \'IOrld really needs'l This question f'·oroes itself' up'OD ar.w one,vmo 

with open eyes views the confessional oonfl.1.Sion \'l.hich the unionism 

of this boccy- has brought \'11th it. 

And 110,·.r I a f'ine.l I brief' word rege.rding the stand of'· the liissouri 

Synod •. The s tuuy of the 11LutherP..nism0 of' the b~dies which we he.ve 

!nenti oned he.s inculce.ted a deeper appreciation of' my membership Tii~h 

the [i as our:i Synod. ~is synod he.sat all times maintained that ohuroh 

union dare not be advocated and effected at the expense of' m:Q1' doctrine 

olee.rly t aught in the Bible end th~ Lutheran oon£essions. :But while 

1 t he,s refus ed to 3 oin a .mere ecolesiastice.J. union without the true 

uni ty in f'B.i th, it has been •a.mcious. and vrillint; to adve.noe iihat unitJ' 

v,here nothing o·f the divine truth ,of' the gospel is surrez:i.dere·d,:where 

no room is gi ven to the least· error. This is the ·true L~theran stand. 

~is ,;re s ee f'i•om the Formu.le. of' Concord,,..,here v,e J,"ee.d: 0 We he.Te no · 
. . 

intention of yieldiDg aught of th~ eternal,1JDM11table truth of God 1or 

the sake of· temp·oral peaQe ,tra:nquillity',e.nd "lllli:tyhihioh~moreQver is 
. ' 

not in our po\Ver to do). lfor would suoh peace ~ umit,,sinoe it is 

devised against the truth · 8li4 for· -its suppression,JJ,ave e:a, perma:ne:nq • 

• • . • •• But we entertain heartfelt pleasure and love f'or,end ae amr.:i«?U 

and s1.noere.17 ino11ile(L to Et.dvanoe,that tmit7, e.ccorcling to our utn)oat 

power,b7 \'lhioh His--glor.,· remains to Goel 'lll'lin~ured,nothi?IB of the 

divine truth of the· gospel is surrendered,no room is given to th• 

least error."(Cono~rdia Triglo6ta.p.109s.) In the Prjfaoe to"tha 



All8sbu.rg Confess ion vre read:'!\'le ::ire ••• prepe.red to confer amioab~ 

oonoernin.g_ all poss ible T,WS and meens,1n order that vre mew oome 

together, as fe.r ~s thi s me.u be honorably done, end the matt er beiiT,aen 

us on both s i des bei ng pe§cefull,7 disou.ssed ,rl.thout offena1Ye strife, 

the di ssens ion,by God's help,me~ be done awq end brought ba olc to 

the one ti"\.1.e e.ccordent religion." ( Concordia !rriglotta.p.41 • ) 

Followi ng t he adVioe and the exemple of Luther and his ootrorkers 

during :the s i xteenth oe:ntUl'J', the liiss ouri · S1110d has been amci_ous to 

confer amicably with other Luthere.n SJJ1ods in order that these ml ght 

come together as fe.r··e.s this mB.¥ be done in e.ocorde.D.ce mth the 

olee.r ·tee.ch i ngs of the Bible. In e.ccora.ano·e v.rith the prinoiples of 

the Holy Scrip·iiures e.nd the Lutheran confessions: the.t ohuroh-fell0\7ship 

presu::!.)pos es unity i n doctrine and in :!1raotise·, the m.ssouri SJ'nod in­

sisted on Free Conferences in order first to bring e.bout real dootr1nal 

agreement. This was her practise :with ~espeot to the General Council 

in the year 1866. Th~ members of the l:Iissouri Sy.:1.od,during its 0011.­

vention in Chicago in llai,', 1867 ,renewed their proposa1 to the General 

Clouncil for Free Conferenoes 111. these vrordss"E!'en at the eJCPen&e of 

e.ppee.ring o~prioious in the eyes of the Reverend Bocq.,.and leas 

dilig~nt in our efforts for churchly Ul'lity,we beg lee.veto deo1are 

1s agai n as our oonvivtion that Free CoDferencea; au.oh as are separe.ted 

from official:;cy, organized oonventions of eoolesie.stioe.l. bodies,on the 

b·e.si s of the Symbols of our Churoh,as oontained in the Form of Concord 

of 18.50,o.re the only proper means for a.n exahaqe of' such 0011.viotiOJUI, 

as e.re still divergent ,e.nd \'lh1oh,by the graoe of God,me,¥ lead to a 



unit7 on the ba~is of our belov.ed Confession~"(6.p.1S'1.) !alese re­

peat~d requ ests for Free Conferenoes,in the interest of real unit7 ~ 

a prerequisite of union,vrere disrege.rdecl bJ" the Genera1 0~011. 

:1ssouri stood fo1'" such Free Conferences in her re.1at1ons t1:tth 

t he Buffalo Synod,the Nol"\vegi:an Synod,the I0\1a Synod,the \11soom:1sn 

Synod,the Ohio Synod and others. In some oases these Free Conferences . 
he,ve bee11 successful in Bringing about Ul'lion ".'!1th doo-'.;rine.l 1ll11 'tJ". 

The orge.ni ze.tion of the Synod1oa1 Conference at J.lilwa:ukee in 18'12 

ce.n be -'.;r aced me.i n ly to such Free Conf'ereno~s. Even tocl.1Q' the Uissouri 

Synod h a i ts oonmi ttee ,·,Thi ch meets w1 th the oommi ttees of the Iowa 

e.nd Ohio synods in an effort to bring about real confessional and 

01'"ge.:n:t c unio11. be".;,·1een these three synods. This SJ'llOd has at no ti• 

l1eld bee~: from ~ thing th1:1.t oou1d br1Dg about Christ:te.n oonoord,suoh 

e.s oou J.d be effected with God mid a e;ood consoiene. 

At t he pr es ent t ime,~hen it seems as thOUBh pl.lri'tJ" 0£ doctrine . 
is no J.011.ge1'" up11ermost in the hee.1·ts and minds ,of me.DY who ~all them:­

se J.ves Lutheran, ,·men ci.iff'erenoes in do·otrine are rege.rded by ~ as 

dee.d is"'ues, when. vre are being told that Lutherans must 1~ aside their 

":petty en d ne.rrovr" do.otrinal doffereno.es e.nd unite to form a InJ..theran 

Church ,·1h.icl1 ,,:111 be e.ble to exert 1 ts influence throughout the entire 

\'Torld,vre need e. complete end Ul'liversail return to the Bible and the 

Luthere.nism f ound 111 the Lutheran confessions. UheneYer the Lutheran 

Church ignored her symbols or re~eoted .all or some of them,there aha 

al,•.rays fell an eas7 prey to her enemies. ~et the different Lutheran 

synods a~ and Qsteem the Luthere.n oonfessions,let them hold fast to 

the faith of Luther,mu.1 ~ the symbols of the Lutheran Cb.urah the 

norm and standard of thes.i: entire life and praotiae.Then.,ana then cmlJ', 

w111 the Lutheran Chur~h flourish and oonfCJ'lll1d her enemies. 
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