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~ Ours is e day of unionism; On ell sides we heer the cry that the
churches should unite. In this age of moral confusion emd rejection of
authority,when the Fforcee of evil ere dravm up on one side,stending
solidly together,with complete understending end coopereting fully,the
churches,we sre to0ld,should do awey with their perticuler brand of
denominationelism end unite in order to be eble to put forth the Fforece
of & single greet drive on iniguities which prosper while the different
churches are wrengling ebout ecclesiastical precedent,rank,end author-
ity. The churches would then be decidedly stronger in affecting public
opinion,the useless multiplicetion of agencies,properties,exvenses,end
sectarian groups would forever ceese,the preyer of Jesus,in whicia. He
esked His Father that all whom He had glven Him might be one,would
then be fulfilled.

A plen,vhich is representative of the trend of thought in many
churches of todey,is thet of the World Conference on Faith and Order.
At Leusenne,Switzerland,renresentatives of eighty-seven world-wide
churches will gether next summer to discuss religious unity. The pro=-
posed besis for this union ‘:I.s a common faith embodying the essentiels
of Christienity end e form of orgenizetion in which all will feel et
home. It is not limited to I’roteate.n'bs; Alr'eaéy the Eastern Orthodox
churches heve epnointed their delegetes. Every "Christian™ church has
been invited to take part.

:Bisho;gy Brent of the Episcopal Thurch,who is one of the leaders
in this conference,declares that Christien unity is based on God's

ideal ,mot men's concedtion, He q;uo:l;es in confirmetion for his state=-
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ment the vords of our Lord in John 17,11,end edds:"It seems elmost
wumecessery to stress the need of unity. Common sense advocetes it.
Economy demends it. Should not the followers of e single Person be in
& common Fellowship?" '

But ere his words true? Is it true that the union which is
advoceted by this coming conference is based on God's ideal? Placing
the besis of the proposéd union salong side of the besiz laid dovm in
the Bible,we find that the former is based on men's conception end iz
in direct conflict with meny olear pessages of Seripture. Hothing is
noré empheticelly teought snd stressed ;I.n the Bible then that church-
fellowship must alweys,and in ell places,be preceded by unity in the
spirit,unity in doetrine. We learn this from such passeges es Ro.1IZ':17;
Eph.4,3-6,15,and meny similer ones,where we ere told thet in the Church
the true doctrine end only the true dootrine is to be teught,confessed
“end prectized by ell its members. Accordingly,ell true christims'fﬂ%ugh
not wmindful of the Seinturel sdmonition to beer petiently with the
veell in doctrine end in Jmowledge and to love our neighbors,dere not
comntencnce the surrendering of eny portion of the Christisn doctrine
in the interest of = church union. Host of the efforts at union ere
doomed to Ffziluke from the beginning beceuse they seek & mere oty
ecclesiscticel union et the expense of the inward unity which is
demended by the Bible."How cen two wzlk together except they be = -
egreed?”

Vhen we study the history of the various denominations in this
country we find thet ecclesisstical union without true unity is not
only a grievous melady of meny of the sectaibian churches,but of many

branches of the Iutheran Church also., A study of the history of the
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Iutheren Church in Americs reveals the fact thet,if these Iutheren
bodies were Lo be welghed with regerd to this metter,many of them

would be found wenting. It shell be the object of this paper to show
how some of the Tmtheren synods in our country heve sought an ecclesi-
eetical union without having the inward unity in dootrine.lle shall see
thet vhenever o church body feils to heed the cleer teasching of the
Bible with respect to the unity in spirit,doctrinal confusion end’
degeneration iz sure to follow, Pert I will treet unionism es it
nenifested iteslf in the period deting from the beginning of Iuther-
enisn in Americe until the yeer 1820. The first pert will deal meinly
vith the history of the ILutheran Swedes in Delewere,the Ministerium of
Permmeylvania,the finisterium of New York,&hd the North Cerolina Synpd..
Pert II will treat the history of the synods which merged in the yeer
1918 to form the United Iutheren Church. In view of the fact thet it is
imposzible to treet the history of ell Lutheran synéds in Americe with
respect to the metter of Christian unity in e pever of this size,I
shell confine myself to the history of the United Lutheresn Ghuré swhich
is ome of the largest Lutheran bodies,and vhich is notoriously knovm '

for its unionism. Only e few of the more conspicous instences of such

unionism will be mentioned.

Early in 1658 two shipnloads of immigrents,consisting largely of
Hollenders and Swedes,seiled up Delaware Bay under the leadership of
Peter IMinuit and landed in Delawere. The first Lutheren church build-
ing erected by this Swedish colony wes at Christiena in 1646. From
1638 on,for over a cemtury end three-querters,there was a rather :
reguler succession of thirty-five pastors ministering to these colonists
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in et least six Swedizh churches. These eerly Iumtheran churches,
supplied by pastors from Svreden,were governed by "Provosts",who were
noted for their legelism snd unionism. Dr.Heve tells us thet even the
eblest of thede pestors never sugzested an 1ndepentlent' devetopment

of the Imtheron Church in Americe.(1.v.32.). Need we be surnrised,
then,vhen we read of the numerous unionistic practises of these pastors
from the time of setilement in 1638 to the end of the 18th eentury,
vhen Swedish Iutherenism efded in an ebsorption in the Ep:l.sé:opé.lie.n y
Church? From the begimning,Swedish bishops encoursged and even ad:ﬁn“fgh-
ed their emisseries to Preternize with the Episcopaliens. One~of the
leeding pestors of ‘thet day,Pestor Sandei,said:"Although between them
and us there is some difference with respect to the Tord's Supper,yet
he(Dr.Svedberg)does not went thet smell difference to rend ssunder

the ﬁonﬁ of pecce. Ve do not attempt any discussion on it;neither do
wve touch on such thisgs when we preesch smong them,nor do they ettempt
1o persuede our people to*their opinion in this resvectibut we live

on intimete end freternel terms with one another,as they elso cell us
their brethern....As our church is called by them 'the sister church
of the church of England®,so, we live fraternally together;God gran‘l:s
thet this mey lonmg contimue."(2.9.118.) The Swedish pestors reguledly
etiended the Episcopel pe=storzl conferences,end,in the ebsence of the
English rectors,they preeched in the Episcopalian pulpits. From 1737
t0 1741 J.Dylender presched =t Glorie Dei church in Germen,Swedish,
and English every Sunday and edministered to the Episcopalians. This
Seme prectise wes followed by the "provosts!' Eric Byoerk,A.Sendel,

4. Hesslius,Peter Trenberg,d.Sendin,Isreel Acrelius,C.lirengel,Hils
Collin,whose ectivity extended from 1770 to 1831 ,during whioh'time
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he hed eight Episcopalisn essistent pas-l:ors.. fhenever a ecommerstone

ves leid or e new church dediceted by the Episcopaliens,the Swedes

were invited end sccepted such invitations as often es they were msde,
Towerd the close of the 18th century,after difficulties with the arch-
bis}li;ps in Sweden relative to the appointment of pestors for the
Americen churches,snd after the lest of the Iutheran vastors sent from
Sweden hed errived in 1770,the Glorie Dei church called an Episcopelien
minister. In 1846 this church declered its full comnection with the
Episcopalien Church;the other Swedish churchez did likewise. Thus early
Swedish Tuthersnism committed spirituel suitélide,reaped the harvest sovm
by its indifferentism end unioniem,and greduelly became extinct. Hed
these esrly Swedish pestors defended genuine Lﬁ'bheranism.he.d. they re=-
fused to fellowship with the Episcopaliens,the historien of the
Iutheran Church in America vould ,humenly speeking,heve an entirely
different chapter to write.

But the Imthersn Church wzs not entirely \-._rithout its true defend-
ers during this early period. Justus Falckner,who was the first Pro-
testent clerzymen to be regulerly ordained in America(Nov.24,1703),was
. the euthor of the first orthodox Iumtheren text-book published in
Americe.,by which he eattempted to Portify-his readers ageinst whet he
declared "Celvinistic errors". In the prefece to this book he commits
himself entirely to the symbols of the Lutheran Church. This men,to-
gether with his brother Daniel and W.C.Berfenmeyer,were three of the
most outstanding orthodox Iutheran pestors of that period., These three
opposed the unionism of the Swedish end Halle pastorsjeven when they
were obliged to preach in e Reformed church,they did not hesitete to
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eg en indicetion that Imthersns heve an essential messege for whigh
they stenc wniversally end which they must maintain.” But vhy look
for such en sngency when the Iutherens of the United Lutheren Church
heve no essential mesmsege for vwhich they stand universelly and vhich
the wquﬂ really needs? This question forces itself ﬁpun any one,who
with open eyes views the confessionel confusion which the unionism
of ﬁhis body hes brought with it. _
And novr,a final,briéf word regerding the stand of the Ilissouri
Synocd., The ztudy of the "Lutherenism™ of the bodies which we have
mentioned hes inculcated e deeper epprecietion of my membership with
the ITizzourli Synod. This synod hez at 21l times mainteined thet church
union dare not be advocated end effected at the expense of eny doctrine
clearly tought in the Bible ehd the Iutheren confessions. But while
it hes refused to Jjoin = mere ecclesiastioal mnion without the ?rue
wnity in feith,it hes been eanxious end willing to edvence thet unity
vhere nothing of the divine truth of the gospel is surrendered,where
no room is given to the least error. This is the true Imtheren stend,
This we =ee from the Formule of Concord,vhere we reed:"ile hawp no -
inteﬁtion of yielding eught of the eternel,immutable truth of God for
the =ake of temporel peace,tranquillit&.anﬂ unity(which,moreover is
not in our power to do). Nor would sﬁdh peace end unity,since it is
devised egeinst the truth and for its suppression,have eny permenency.
«ess.But we entertein heartfelt pleasure and love for,and ere enxious
end sincerely inclined to sdvence,thet wnity eccording to our utmost
povier,by vhich His-glory remains to Goé uninjured,nothing of the
divine truth of the gospel is surrendered,no room is given to the |
leest error."(Concordia Triglodta.p.1095.) In the Preface to the
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Augsburg Confession we resd:"Ve zre...prepered to confer amicably
concerning ell possible weys end meens,in order thet we mey come
together,ss fer es this mey be honorsbly done,end the matier between
us on both sides being pescefully discussed without offemsive strife,
the dissens=ion,by God's help,mey be done ewey end brought begk to
the one true cccordent religion."(Concordie Trizlotta.p.41.)

Following the advice end the exemple of Luther and his coworkers
durinz the sixteenth ceantury,the liiszouri Synod hes been enxious to
confer amicably with other Imtheren synods in order thet these might
come together as for-as this mey be done in sccordence with the
clecr teachings of the Bible. In asccordence with the principles of
the Holy Seriptures end the Lutheren confessicns.thet church-fellowship
presu.pm;:;es.: ity in doetrine end in nrectise,the llissouri Synod in-
sizted on Free Conferences in order first to bring sbout resl doctrinsl
egreement., This was her practise with respect to the General Council
in the year 1866. The members of the lilssouri Sy:zod,during its con-
vention in Chicego in liey,1867,renewed their proposel to the General
Gouncil for Free Conferencez in these words:"Even at the ex_pehse of
epnesring cepricious in the eyss of the Reverend Body,and less
diligent in our efforts for churchly unity,we beg lesve to declare
is sgein 5 our convivtion thet Free Conferences;such as are 's'epe.rated
from officielly orgenized conventions of ecclesiesticel bodies,on the
be=sizs of the Symbols of our Church,as contained in the Form of Concord
of 1850,are the only proper mesns for an exchange of such conviections,
o8 ere still divergent ,end which,by the grace of God,ﬁe.y lecd to &
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unity on the besis of our beloved Confession."(6.p.157.) These re-
veeted requests Lfor Free Conferences,in the interest of resl unity es
& prerequisite of union,were d.isrege.rsled by the Generel Council.

Illssouri stood for such Free Conferences in hexr reletions with
the Buffalo Synod,the Norwegisn Symod,the Iowe Synod,the \iisconesisn
Synod.,the Ohio Synod end others. In some ceses these Free Conferences
heve been successful in Bringing 'e:nout union with doetrinel unity.

The orgenizetion of the Synodiesl Conference et ifilweukee in 16872

cen be troced meinly to such ¥Free Conferences. Even todey the ifissouri
Synod. hae its committee which meets with the commitiees of the Iowa
end Ohio synods in en effort to bring sbout real confessional and
orgenic union betireen these three synods. This synod hes at no time
held beeclr from enything thet could bring ebout Christien concord,such
ee could be effected with God and a good consciene. .

At the present time,vhen it seems es though purity of dooctrine
is no longer upvermost in the heexrts and nind.s' of meny who cell them=
s;:l.ves Inthersn,vhen differences in doot:f.'ine ere regerded by meny as
deed iszcues,vhen we ere being told that Imtherens must ley aside their
"netty end nerrovw™ doctrinel dofferences end unite to form e Imtheran
Church vhich will be eble to exert its influence throughout the entire
world,we need e complete end universetl return to the Bible and the
Tutheranism found in the Iumtheren confessions. Vhenever the Lutheran
Church ignored her symbols or rejected ell or some of them,there she
elweys fell en essy prey to her ememies, Let the different Tutheran
synods study end esteem the Iuthersn confessions,let them hold fast to
the feith of Tuther,end meke the symbols of the Luthersn Churdh the
norm end stendard of their entire life and practise.Then,end then only,
will the TLutheran Church flourish and confound her enemies.
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