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llllcell ..... 881 

2. 
i>cunit ijt'B aCJer nod} nidjt gctcm. efdmeljr gilt d nun ankgm 

bit !Baffm beJ 1!lcfjtl unb cJidJadidj hxmbdn all am ~e. edjan auf 
C&btn foil unfer IBeftref,en fein, f o au IUcmbein, bric h>ir einft am !:age 
bd bolimbcten Oeill luanbein merben in f eiign Unfdjulb unb fie• 
redjHg!eit. i>al h>irb uni in ber !Bert ber ffinftcmil nie gelingen. 
ffl>er tiigtidj f oUen h>ir <.iljriftum, bal 1!idjt bet IBeit, cmaieljm. 9llcfjt 
nur im GJiauf,en feinel !Berbienftel uni triiften, fonbern audj feinem 
itcifi,ieI nadjfoigen, 1 ~olj. 2, O; 3, 8. (!nan f djilbere je nadj IBebllrfnil 
bet GJemeinbe Ciljriftum aII f8eifpiel ctller stuoenben.) 

i>al luirb ffami,f !often, tuie ja audj ber Wi,oftel b011 IBaffcn bet 
2idjtl rebct. W&er cf,cn bicf e !Baff en bcl 1!idjtl, bie h>ir an tun, n• 
mogtidjcn uni ben Sieg. !Bon (tljrifto f{ie{Jt Qlcrcdjtig!cit unb Stiide in 
.Cera, !nut unb 6inn. llnb oerabc bcr Wulf,Iilf auf ben naljmbm 
~ungftcm stao cnnutiot un3 311111 <.!ifcr in ber Ocitigung. Unf er OeiI 
ift niiljer, bcnn aII tuir 3111n OJiauf,cn !amen. ma. Oaui,tljinbcmil ift 
ijinluc9gcnommcn, ber llnolaubc. '1un 1uartcn IDir nur auf bic eoII• 
cnbuno unfcrl ,Ocifl, bal uni Ci1jriftu3 cttuorben ljat, 1 .ftor. 1, 7; 
!:it. 2, 13. 

Blodjmafigc 1jcr31icljc CSrmaljmmo im ,OinfJiilf auf bie BZiilje bcl 
'\)iingftcn ~aocl, !8. 12 311 bcf0Tge11. st.1!. 

Miscellanea. 

The Spring and Pool of Bethesda. 
It hu been known for a. number of yeara that 10me of the 1prillp 

in and near tho city of Jcruaalcm aro Intermittent. Concerning the 1prln1 
which fed tho pool of Bctl1ct1da thia diacovcry wu made by German an:he­
ologiata acveral decades ngo. In Dr. G. J. Duncan'• lateat book Tu Ao­
c•no1 of t1tc Old 2'c:•lommt the following account 11 given: "In the 'bot­
tom of tho Kidron Valley ••• is the spring known a1 the Virgin'• Fountain. 
In Old Testament times it was known as Gihon, and in Chrilt'1 time It 
wu known a.a tho Pool of Betl1eadn. • . • It is an intermittent 1pring, and 
it 11 underatood to be fed from n. natural cl1torn in the rock aome con­
siderable height abovo it. Into this cistern tho colloctcd rain flnda itl way. 
By the by, tho \\'lltor, compressed into a. apa.co too ,mall for it, fol"CCI an 
ult for ltBCU hy n. sort of 1ipho11 in tho softest pa.rt of the rock. When 
the water in tl1e cistern rises bigh enough to run over the bend of the 
1lphon exit, tho whole cistern emptie1 itaelf into the natural cavity of the 
Virgin'• Fount.ain, filling it to a. depth of ten to twelve feet above itl nor­
mal level, which 11 not more than U1rco feet deep.'' (P. 111 f.) The Nn, 
Btalldanl Bible Diclio11ory offer 11. cut 1howing a crou-tiedion of the hill 
with the cistern and the siphon. - Aro we to u1wne that thil explanaticm 
mllltatea against the Biblical account of the miraculoua healinpf N• 
at all. A few orthodox commentaton havo pointed out that 1lmllar healillg 
powen aro connected with intermittent 1pring1 in noted watering-plaClla, 
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882 lliacellanea. 

IO that. carea aro efl'ectecl more often at. the t.lme of "babblbls, • '1'lla n­
marb of Dr. Btoeckhardt. are lnt.erat.lng In thll conneetlcnu ■• ... llr 
Bol&rifl Ncl nlcA. -iu •• ,i... Wirh111n _,..,.,ioAff ma,. ..,_ 
..,., l'ffWliH•II. Die .,..., tOirl:n a U11 N•l•rtrufl-. DA W.U­
,..,__, Qouu gcacAieAI d1&roA die a.,ez, die QoUa Bo""', Qoffa ,,,._ 
..,., ailld. •• we ,._ acArife,,,....., dfau - ,i.u,, "' ua .W. 
BeilquUn airtd aucA Jeu:e llooA ••1101 •••"•·" Cp. allo Dr. Bolllnam'a 
clelcript.lon of tho 1pring and pool and Abbot.t.'1 Oo•••l•t7 n ,lob. 

P. B.K. 

tBicrjiilrioc (5caninadurfc. 
WIii einer liingeren SBefprecljung bief el ~emal im .ffit4fflliiatt• bet 

W. 1!.. st. &rlngcn lvir folgcnbe !paragrapljen: .i>ie metfammlung unfem: 
sti~ in iJonb bu .2ac fonte unfed ~cljtenl bie 6tubieraeit emf unfem 
&eiben t~ologif cljcn 6eminaun auf bier ~1jre berliingem unb bie Sn­
orbnung treffcn, ba(s jcber 6tubent in bet fflegel naclj ffl>f albierung 11d 
brltten 6tubienja1jrel ein ~aljr Iang all !llifar obcr !IJaftoratlgeljilfe tiilig ift. 
IBir macljen bicfen !llotfdjlag f olUo1jI im ~in&Iicf auf ble 6tubcntm all auf 
bie Glemeinbcn. 

,.WIie iJacljfdjuien finb in bcn Ic.l,lcn ~aljrcn obcr 3a1jrae1jntm flGd 
aulgc&aut IUorbcn. !Benn angeljcnbe !Rcbfaincr ober ~uriften ljeule lrieI 
meljr 6cmeffcr ftubiercn miiffcn all frii1jer, f o Iirgt bal nicljt dtllCI batcm, 
bafs bie mortlf cljulcn, bie high BChool1 unb bic (tolleocl, f o bid fcljlecljlm 
9lef ultale eraicien all friiljcr, f onbcm baran, ba(s bal ocf amte IJilbungl• 
nibeau fidj ffarl geljoC,cn ljat. 8uliinfligc !J!aftorcn miilfen in iljrem iJadj 
e&enfo griinblidj auBgrC,ilbct lucrben 1uic bie Wngeljorlgen anbcm RJerufe. 

,.ilic je(}ige breijiiljrioe 6eminarftubienaeit gleidjt au feljr einer ,Oq• 
jagb burdj bic ~ologic unb iljrc OJrcnagcflidc. Oicr IUirb bie 6tunl!m, 
aaljI &ef cljnitten, unb ba lvirb ein ganacl t}aclj aul bcm !JUan geftrl~ 
IDeiI fl an Seit fcljlt. 60 bide IUidjtige (obcr manctjmal auclj nur IUicljlfg 
fdjeincnbe) 8iicljer milffen un&cbingt im 6tubirnplan cine Eitclle finbm. liq 
filr bie eigentlicljen <Brunbfiidjer bet stljeoiogie nur nod) IDenig Seit n&dg• 
&lei&t. i>a1 etlbc bief er etltlDicl(ung ift bann bic unaulflcljlicljfte fJ6er, 
f(iicljlidjteit, bie man gar nidjt r elten &eoC,adjtcn fann. !Bo 1jat cin ~ea• 
logieftubcnt bic Seit, bic bodj f o unumgiinoliclj notio ift, um fidj 11Jirniclj in 
bie ~ologic au bcrtiefen, cine cioenc pcrfonlicljc 6te1Iung au bem gclDCl1" 
tigen .2e1jrftoff einauueljmcn, brr ilj1n tiigliclj unb ftilnblidj angr&otcn hrirbl 
8 IDirb immcr nur tuenigc 6tubcnten gcC,en, bic &ri bem jcbigcn RJetrie& 
fidj einc recljtc lnctljobc bel 6tubiuml unb ber Wr&eit erlUer&en. IJei ben 
meiftcn IDirb rl infolgc bee ii&ergro[sen ~aft unb bcr unil&erfelj&aren Penge 
an 6toff au nidjt bicI meljr all gebiid)tnilmii[sioer \ll11cignung rommen • 

• a gUJt aber auctj tyiicljer, bie aur \llufnaljme in bcn 6tubim,Tan 
unferer 6eminare &credjtiot finb. mie ~tlji! mirb aum IBdfpiel fart n&emlI 
nctjt ftiefmilHerlidj &eljanbclt. ffll Untcr&au fiir bie l!:tlji! f ollte ein griinb­
Ifdjer .lutf III in Eioaiologic gege&en IDerben. !Ran &raucljt nur bal IBad 
P?Gffifclje ~eologic aulaufpredjen, unb f ofort melbm ficlj btti ober bier, 
IDOlj[ gar ein ~I&el i>u~nb \Jiidjer, bic entlDeber iibcr~upt nicljt &erflcl, 
fidjtigt ober bod) nidjt allf eitig unb grilnblidj genug &cljanbclt toorben fmh. 
IIBo a&er infolge bel i)ranQel ber Cmt11Jid(ung ncuc iJiidjer eingefil~rt toot• 
ben finb, ift el meiftcnl auf .ftoften ber Qilrunbfiidjer, &ef onbcrl - unb bal 
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llffQllc t, jcnmncifdjabc - auf 9oftm bee qegdtf4ca ~ aeftM& 
l>tc dnatac cmgcwffmc 2ofung ba: IJmgc tft bl& 8cdln;mmg bee &tu­
Mcnactt auf minbeftml bin ~. IDolnlgll4 mit dnan lllfm:lalllqi 
lladj bem kitten eitubtmja~c. • 

International Birth-Control Propapncla. 
(l'rom DD artld• ID .... .,., .. , 

"Jl'alllng birth-rat.el and int.ernatlonal birth-control propapnd&I No 
wonder that the public mind 11 confllNd. 

"Prom the report of the Begl1trar General we l•m that Great Brlt&ID'a 
blrth-rat.e reached a new low mark of 11.3 per 1,000 ID the Int quart.er of 
tbla ,-r. There were 162,220 birth■ In that period, which wu 7,Ul be­
low the total for the ftrat quarter of 1831. Espert■ claim that the popu· 
latlon of England and Wale■ will ■oon become ■tatlonar:, at abollt 40,000,000 
(aome uy 48,000,000). 

"At the ftrat annual meeting of the Population A.uoclatlon of America, 
held In New York, April 22, Dr. O. E. Baker, ■enlor &ll'lcultaral economist 
lor the United Stat.ea Dep11rtment of Agriculture, cleclared that la. the ab­
llDCe of a notable lncreue in immigration and the raenal of the down· 
ward trend of the birth-rate, which 11 very unlikely, u long u unemploy• 
meat poral1t■, It appeared likel:, that the United Stat.ea might have 
a ■tatlonary population at the end of about twent.y•flve year■, which would 
be followed by a decline. 

"J. J. Spongier, in the July Scribner'•, quote■ 1lmllar authoritative 
1tatement1 with regard to Wcatern and Northern Europe (England and 
Waln, Oennany, France, Scandinavia, and Finland), whore NYID per cent. 
fewer children ilrc born each year than are noedecl in the Jong run to ••t 
death■• 'Profet111or Gini'• studies reveal 1lmliar deficit■ In Autria, Bel­
gium, E■tbonia, Ireland, Latvia., Scotland, Switzerland, and Hanpry.' 
Predominantly agricultural countries are the only 01111 which maintain 
thellllC!h•ea. 

"In the mean while the League of Nation■ Health Committee lut Oc­
tober adopted u. report (No. 1000) cndoralng contraception and noting that 
It. ma:, be nece l!llry to extend eontrilceptive information. In April of thl■ 
year the English Medical Guild of St. Luke, SL Co■mu, and SL Damian 
prote■ted vlgoroualy ugainat this report, holding that preventlYe medicine 
or therapeutics had no right to in\'lldo a domain which l1 not really med­
ical nor 'to 1uggcat solutions contrary to J1Atural morality and otremlYe 
to tho precept■ of tho Christian religion.' 

"In t.hil! country t11e directors of tho Federated Catholic Ph11lelana' 
Guild, at their flrat annual meeting In New York City on June 11, took 
a 1imllar at.and, declaring that 'tho objective of medicine la the promotloa. 
and COIUIC!rvat.ion of human life, 11ot it■ prevention or control.' • 

"Tho International Council of Women, rcpre■entlng forty mlllloa women, 
at their omcers' and eon,·encn1' meeting in Genova 011 Kay 12 of thl■ :,ear, 
ruled birth control out of order for the 1tudy of an organization which 
would never touch rcligiou1 controveraial matt.era. . .. 

"Contraceptive practilC8, however, from their very nature do contribut.e 
to the clecllne of population. How, then, can they be jutlfled by uy ODB 

who l1 concerned over thil decline! 
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Kueellanea. 

"One argumcmt Ulecl to IOlft thia ccmmulnuD lau perla&JII nat nmfti 
ll1dlld1111t attention. Dr. BIii'& Bowen, head of the Dep&rtmellt of • 1 m..., 
at :r.ta79tte College, in h1a Bn,oll&av of Popu&lloll Gro,ofA, prO(IOIII 
u the 'central theal1' of Kalth111: 'Life nerywhere &D4 &1--,. t.lDIII to 
Goeed tho warrant for it. with comequent unlnnal n!'ering u4 • 
1tructlon.1 

"Labor, povorty, dillC!IUN!I, bad nuning, war, plague, and famiDI maJ 
check t.o a limited degree thl1 cf7namlc urge for reproduction. But If U.. 
are done away with by civilization, mankind 11 upoNd morcllelllJ to tu 
automatic roprocluction proceu. Bi1 only rofuge, then, u:,a Dr. Bowla, ii 
in 'voluntary checks,' a deliberate reatrietion of the population. B7 aucla 
•oluntary reetriction man 'ma:, control the rate of human lncreue u eullJ 
u one can regulllto tho flow of water from a tap.' Depopulation tlaanforlt 
he thiw, in civilized and peaceful countries, 1impl7 lndicatel tJaat tlle 
•oluntary check 11 being uaacientiftcall:, uHd; tho question ii limplJ of 

moro or leu contraception, u 'prudence' dletate1. Wero we to gin up 
contraception, wo llhould rellnquilh our only ultimate, 1ure defelll8 aplaat 
the inexorable automatic urgo of the human race t.o multipl7. So rum 
the argument. 

" 'What would you uy, Brother Noah,' uk1 De Lawd In 2'11 Qf'fllfl 

Put•ru, 'cf it wuz t.o rain fo'ty days an' fo'ty nights!• 
""I would 111y,' replin Noah, 'dat It wm II complete rain.' 
"Tho argument just given i■ a. comploto error, or rather the comblaa• 

tion of t.wo or t.hreo completo errors. 
"Finit and foromoet. there is no such C1111Cntial, unr-■oalng clJnamlo 

11J1lO in tho human race t.o propagate. Tho human race manot propqate 
iteelf, as do tho animal■, o,•er a. period of generation■ merely by lmtlnc­
ti•e auual urge. Promiacuoua intercourac defeats it.elf. There are not 
only biological conaequoacea, but aocial a.ad economic complicatioaa, which 
readily cau■e tho extinction in a. fairly 1hort time of any group which 
giv• itaolf up merely t.o an iaatiactivo urge. Tho animal• han certaia 
iutlncta which regulate their 1Cxual lifo and thereby ea■ure lndeflaltelJ 
the propagation of their 1peciet1. Man ha■ none 1uch. The purely animal 
inltincta of mankind, left t.o themaeh•ea, tend t.o oxtiactloa, not to per· 
pet.uatloa. 

"The human race depends for it■ propagation upon certaia IOClal la• 
1t.lt.utlon1, voluntary auociationa of human beinp, and cho■ea aoelal cua­
tom■• Theao iaatitution■ are held together not by more animal iDltlact, 
but by rational choice. Primary among thoao ln■titutioa1 i1 the famllJ; 
ucondary (in t.hl■ connection) arc the civic and religlou1 iD1titutiOD1 which 
keep the family intact. 

"No matter how dcgenerato tho family may be, It it.ill 11 a matt.er of 
YO!untary uaoclat.lon, not a. mere automatic proceu, like the mating of 
animal,. Even thoae . primitive mountaiaeen vi1ited by Kar:, Bnieklll· 
ridge, ncn tho ■warming mllllou of China, India, or Great Ruula, would 
not multiply a1 they do over any long cour■e of generatiou were not aame 
family and other IOCl&l inltitutloa■ auperadded to the natural au: urp • 
■o u t.o maintain a rational moti•e for increa■e.'' 
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