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; Damit ijt's aber nod) nidht getan. BVielmelr gilt e8 nun anlegen
dic Waffen des Lidjts und chrbarlid) wanbeln als am Tage. Sdon auf
Crden foll unfer Weftreben fein, fo u twanbdeln, tie twic einjt am Tage
de3 vollenbeten Heil3 wandeln merben in feliger Un{Guld und Ge-
tedjtigleit. Dad wird und in der Welt der Finjternid nie gelingen.
Wber taglidh follen wir Chriftum, dad Lidjt dex Welt, angichen. RNidit
nut im Glauben feined BVerdienjted und trdften, fondern aud feinem
Beifpiel nadyfolgen, 1 Jobh. 2, 6; 3, 8. (Man {dilbere je nad) BVediirinia
der Gemeinde Ehriftum ald Veifpiel aller Tugenbden.)

Dad wird Kampf Iojten, wie ja aud) der Apojtel von MWaffen ded
Ligts redet. Aber cben dicfe Waffen ded Lidjts, die wir antum, exs
moglidien und den Sicg. Von Chrifto flicft Geredtigleit und Stéarle in
Perg, Mut und Sinn.  Und gerade der Ausblid auf den nahenbden
Jiingften Tag crmutigt und gum Eifer in der Heiligung. Unfer Heil
iit ndfer, dbenn ald wir 3um Glauben famen. Dad Haupthindernis ijt
Bintveggenommen, der linglaube. Nun toacten fvic nmur auf die BVolls
enbung unferd Oeild, dad und Chrijtus erworben Hat, 1 Stor. 1, 7;
Tit. 2, 13,

Nodhmalige Herzlidje Crmahumg im Hinblid auf die Nidhe desd
Jiingjten Tages, V. 12 3u befolgen. z.e

Miscellanea.

The Spring and Pool of Bethesda.

It has been known for a number of years that some of the springs
in and near the city of Jerusalem are intermittent. Concerning the spring
which fed the pool of Bethesda this discovery was made by German arche-
ologists several decades ago. In Dr. G. J. Duncan's latest book The Ao-
curacy of the Old Testament the following account is given: “In the bot-
tom of the Kidron Valley... is the spring known as the Virgin’s Fountain.
In Old Testament times it was known ns Gihon, and in Christ’s time it
was known as the Pool of Bethesda. ... It is an intermittent spring, and
it is understood to be fed from a natural cistern in the rock some con-
siderable height above it. Into this cistern the collected rain finds its way.
By the by, the water, compressed into n space too small for it, forces an
exit for itself by a sort of siphon in the softest part of the rock. When
the water in the cistern rises high cnough to run over the bend of the
siphon exit, the whole cistern empties itself into the natural cavity of the
Virgin's Fountain, filling it to a depth of ten to twelve feet above its nor-
mal level, which is not more than three feet deep.” (P.115£.) The New
Standard Bible Dictionary offers a cut showing a cross-section of the hill
with the cistern and the siphon.— Are we to assume that this explanation
militates against the Biblical account of the miraculous healings? Not
atall. A few orthodox commentators have pointed out that similar healing
powers are connected with intermittent springs in noted watering-places,
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80 that cures aro effected more often at the time of “bubbling.” The re-
marks of Dr.Stoeckhardt are interesting in this connection: “Naok der
Bchrift sind solche wohltaetigen Wirkungen nmatuerlicher Dinge durch
Engel vermittelt. Dic Engel wirken in den Naturkraeften. Das Weli-
regiment Gottes geschicht durch die Engel, die Gottes Botcn, Gottea Die-
ner, sind. Es ist gans schriftgemacss, dass man glaubt, in den vielen
Heilguellen sind auch jetzt moch Engel taetig.” Cp. also Dr.Robinson’s
description of the spring and pool and Abbott’s Commentary on John.
P.E.K.
Vicrjihrige Seminarkurfe.

us einer lingeren Befpredjung diefes ThHemasd im ,Slirdjenblatt™ dec
9. 8. R. bringen tvir folgende Paragraphen: .Die BVerfammlung unferec
Stitdie in Fond dbu Lac jollite unfers Eradjtens die Stubiergeit auf unfem
beiden theologifdien Seminaren auf bier Jabhre berldngern und bie Uns
orbnung ireffen, baf jeber Stubdent in ber Megel nad) Abfolbierung bed
dritten Stubicnjafres ein Jahr lang als BVitar ober Paftoratdgehilfe tatig ift. .
Wir madjen diefen BVorjdilag fowohl im Hinblid auf die Stubenten ald auf
die Gemeinden.

»Alle Fadidulen find in bden lepsten Jahren ober Jahrzehnten flact
audgebaut mworden. Wenn angehende Mediziner ober Juriften Geute biel
mefr Semefter jtubdicren miiffen al8 friifer, jo liegt dad nidt ettwa daram,
baf die Wollsjdjulen, die high schools und die Eolleged, fo biel jdhledjiere
Refultate ergiclen al8 friifer, fondbern baran, dafy bad gefamte Bildbungds
niveau {id ftarf gehoben Hat. Juliinftige Paftoren miiffen in ifrem Fad)
ebenfo griindlid) ausgebilbet Iwerden tvie die Angehirigen anberer Yerufe.

~Die jebige dreijibrige Seminarftudicngeit gleidit gu fehr einer Hebs
jagb burd) bie Theologie und ihre Grenggebicte. Hier iird die Stundens
3aBl befdnitten, und da mird ein ganzed Fad) aud dem Plan gtl'lﬁﬁﬂ'l-
toeil e8 an Beit fehlt. So viele widtige (oder mandjmal aud) nur widtig
fdjeinende) Fadjer miiffen unbebingt im Studicnplan cine Stelle finden, daf
fiic die eigentligen Grundfidher der Theologie nur nod) wenig Jeit iibrigs
bleibt. Das Ende dicjer Eniwidlung ijt dann die unausjtehlidjte Obers
flaclichleit, bic man gar nidjt felten beobaditen lann. o Hat ein Theos
Iogieftudent bie Beit, die dod) fo unumginglidy notig ift, um fidh wicllidy in
bie Theologie zu vertiefen, eine cigene perjonlidge Stellung au dem gewals
tigen Lehritoff cingunchmen, der ifm taglid und jtiindlid) angeboten Ioitd #
€8 mwird immer nur wenige Studenten geben, die bei dem jepigen Betrieb
fid eine redjte Methode ded3 Studiums und der Arbeit ertverben. Bei ben
meiften tixd 8 infolge der iibergrofen Hajt und der uniiberfehbaren Menge
an Stoff gu nidt biel mehr ald gedddinidmdfgiger Ancignung tommen.

»E8 gibt aber aud) Fadjer, die gur Aufnahme in den Stubdienplan
unferer Geminare bereditigt find. Die Eihil wird gum Beifpiel faft iiberall
redjt ftiefmiitterlich behandelt. UAIS Unterbau fiic die ELHil follte ein griinds
lidher Sturfus in Soziologic gegeben werden. Man braudit mur bas Work
pratftifdie Theologie auszujprechen, und fofort melden fidy brei ober bier,
wohl gar ein Halbes Dufend Fiader, die cnttveder iiberfaupt nidjt beriids
fidhtigt ober bodh) nidht allfeitig umd griindlich genug behanbdelt tworben find.
Wo aber infolge ded Drangesd der Eniwidlung neue Fédjer eingefiifet tors
Den find, ift e8 meiftend auf SKoften der Grundfddjer, befonders — und bad
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‘gerabe ift jammeridiabe — auf Soften ber egegetifen Theologie, gefdhelen.

Die eingige angemefjene L5fung der Frage ift bie Verlingerung der Stus
biengeit auf minbeftens bier Jafre, womdglih mit einem Bilariatsjahc
nad) dem britten Studienjafre.”

International Birth-Control Propaganda.
(From an article in America.)

“Falling birth-rates and international birth-control propaganda! No
wonder that the public mind is confused.

“From the report of the Registrar General we learn that Great Britain's
birth-rate reached a new low mark of 15.3 per 1,000 in the first quarter of
this year. There were 152,220 births in that period, which was 7,451 be-
low the total for the first quarter of 1931. Experts claim that the popu-
lation of England and Wales will soon become stationary at about 40,000,000
(some say 48,000,000).

“At the first annual meeting of the Population Association of America,
held in New York, April 22, Dr. O. E. Baker, senior agricultural economist
for the United States Department of Agriculture, declared that in the ab-
sence of a notable increase in immigration and the reversal of the down-
ward trend of the birth-rate, which is very unlikely, as long as unemploy-
ment persists, it appeared likely that the United States might have
a stationary population at the end of about twenty-five years, which would
be followed by a decline.

“J.J. Spengler, in the July Secribner’s, quotes similar authoritative
statements with regard to Western and Northern Europe (England and
Wales, Germany, France, Scandinavia, and Finland), where seven per cent.
fewer children are born each year than are needed in the long run to offset
deaths. ‘Professor Gini’s studies reveal similar deficits in Austris, Bel-
gium, Esthonia, Ircland, Latvia, Scotland, Switzerland, and Hungary.’
Predominantly agricultural countries are the only ones which maintain
themselves.

“In the mean while the League of Nations Health Committee last Oc-
tober adopted a report (No. 1060) endorsing contraception and noting that
it may be necessary to extend contraceptive information. In April of this
year the English Medical Guild of St.Luke, St.Cosmas, and St. Damian
protested vigorously against this report, holding that preventive medicine
or therapeutics had no right to invade a domain which is not really med-
ical mor ‘to suggest solutions contrary to natural morality and offensive
to the precepts of the Christian religion.’

“In this country the directors of the Federnted Catholic Physicians’
Guild, at their first annual meeting in New York City on June 11, took
a similar stand, declaring that ‘the objective of medicine is the promotion
and conservation of human life, not its prevention or control.’

“The International Council of Women, representing forty million women,
at their cfficers’ and conveners’ mecting in Geneva on May 12 of this year,
ruled birth control out of order for the study of an organization which
would never touch religious controversial matters. ...

“Contraceptive practises, however, from their very nature do contribute
to the decline of population. How, then, can they be justified by any one
who is concerned over this decline?
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“One argument used to solve this conundrum has perhaps not received
sufficient attention. Dr. Ezra Bowen, head of the Department of Economics
at Lafayette College, in his Hypothesis of Population Growth, proposes
as tho ‘central thesis’ of Malthus: ‘Life everywhere and always tends o
exceed the warrant for it, with consequent universal suffering and de-
struction.’

“Labor, poverty, discases, bad nursing, war, plague, and famine may
check to a limited degree this dynamic urge for reproduction. But if these
are done away with by civilization, mankind is exposed mercilessly to the
automatic reproduction process. His only refuge, then, says Dr. Bowen, is
in ‘voluntary checks,’ a deliberate restriction of the population. By such
voluntary restriction man ‘may control the rate of human increase as easily
as one can regulate the flow of water from a tap.’ Depopulation therefore,
he thinks, in civilized and peaceful countries, simply indicates that the
voluntary check is being unscientifically used; the question is simply of
more or less contraception, as ‘prudence’ dictates. Were we to give up
contraception, we should relinquish our only ultimate, sure defense against
the inexorable automatic urge of the human race to multiply. So runs
the argument.

“‘What would you say, Brother Noah,’ asks De Lawd in The Green
Pastures, ‘ef it wuz to rain fo’ty days an’ fo'ty nights?’

“‘I would say,’ replies Noah, ‘dat it wuz a complete rain.’

“The argument just given is a complete error, or rather the combina-
tion of two or three complete errors.

“First and foremost, there is no such essential, unreasoning dynamic
urge in the human race to propagate. The human race cannot propagate
itself, as do the animals, over a period of generations merely by instine-
tive sexual urge. Promiscuous intercourse defeats itself. There are not
only biological consequences, but social and economic complications, which
readily cause the extinction in a fairly short time of any group which
gives itsclf up merely to an instinctive urge. The animals have certain
instincts which regulate their sexual life and thereby ensure indefinitely
the propagation of their species. Man has none such. The purely animal
instincts of mankind, left to themselves, tend to extinction, not to per-
petuation.

“The human race depends for its propagation upon certain social in-
stitutions, voluntary associations of human beings, and chosen social cus-
toms. These institutions are held together not by mere animal instinct,
but by rational choice. Primary among these institutions is the family;
secondary (in this connection) are the civic and religious institutions which
keep the family intact.

“No matter how degenerate the family may be, it still is a matter of
voluntary association, not a mere automatic process, like the mating of
animals. Even those primitive mountaineers visited by Mary Brecken-
ridge, even the swarming millions of China, India, or Great Russis, would
not multiply as they do over any long course of generations were not some
family and other social institutions superadded to the natural sex urge
80 as to maintain a rational motive for increase.”
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