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- PROPHESY,

B.D. Thesis submitted

Fred Kramer.




INTRODUCTION.

The purpose of this thesis is to show how much doctrine ths E&o; ei
of Isaiah contains. The result of my studies shovs that, with the
excertion of the doctrine of Eaptism, and the Lord's Suprer, every
important doctrine of the Bible is found mcrs or less coaplete in

this wonderful book. Proof of this statement may s had in the thesis

itself.
BIELIOGRAPHY.

€toeckhardt. Der Prophst Jesaias.
Drzechsler's Commentary.

Duhm's Commentary.
Strack-Zceckler. Commentary.
Lange. Eibslwerk.

Kretzazann's Cocmmentary.

Luther. Furze Auslezung von Jesaias.
Pelitsch. Commentary.

Das Weimarsche Bibelwerk.
Hirschverger Bibel.

Graebner. Doctrinal Theclogy.

Pieper. Christliche Dogmatik.
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BIBLIOLOGY.

The doctrine of Bibliology is not found complete in Isaiah,
because the Bible was not yet nearly complete at his time. But the,
book claims the inspiration of God for itself in its entirdy. In
ch. 1,1. we read,"The vision of Isaiah, the son of Amoz, which
he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jothanm,
Ahaz, and Hezeklah, kings of Judah." This clearly refers to the
whole book. Ehe doctrine of inspiration lies in the word "1ision'
the Hebrev word ]\ﬂ}, which means,"a vision from the Lord, a reve-
lation! Moreover many parts of the book are prefaced by such state-
ments as " the Lord hath spoken"( 1,3.; 16, 13). "Thus saith the
Lord"(17,3; 23,15);"Thus saith the Holy One of Israel}" (.'50,13)'=
"The Lord said unto me", (18,4); "Saith your God",(40,1); "Saith
the Lord",(19,4; 23,35; 30,1); "It was revealed in mine sard by the

Lord of Hosts"( 33,14); "The Lord hath spoken it"( 33,35), Again, at
the end of a prophssy he says , (31,10), "That which I have heard

of the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, have I declased unto you";
and (21,17),"The Lord God of Israel hath spoken it."

Ch. 3C, 8 Isaiah says that he had express command from God
to write his propheéy in a book, which should be for the time tp
come, for ever and ever. And ch 34, 16 he calls such & book, which
contained (as Langs and Delitsch take 1t) his own prophesies,
"Book of Jehovah", He challenges the people to read it, and to
see for themselves how the prophesies are fulfilled. He is clearly
conscious of the fact that the book is inspired. It is Jehovah's
bbok, Jehovahs word, therefore infallible.

References to other parts of the Bilble ars found Ig.8,30,

i
!



3,
where Israel 1s exported to seek to the law and to the testimonys
ch, 39, 18 , "And in that day the deaf shall hear thé words of
the book". Moreover there are a number of allusions to hist ori-
cal material furnished by the earlier books of the 0ld Testamen t.
Ch. 1,10 and 13,19 refer to Sodom and Gomorrah; 39,33 to Abraham;
Is. 38,31 to Joshua and 2 Sam.

Believing that the Bible, so far as it existed in his time,
was inspired, Isaiah claims for it authority, Is. 8,1%,230. In
warning against seeking to wizards, ne says,"Should not a pe319
seek to their God? for the living to the dead? to the law and to
the testimony?" Seeking to the law and to the testimony is hade
the same as seeking to God, because the law and the testimony

are G,d'q word. This word 1s authoritative and suffieient.

The clearness of the Scripture is implied Is.34,16,"Seek ye
out of the book of the Lord and read". It is clear for them to

read and understand.

THEOLOGY .

The Book of Isalah is full of theology. It is true, many of
the descriptions of God are anthropomorphiéc Isy, 37.38, "Behold,
the name of the Lo2d cometh from far, burning with his anger, and
the burden thereof is heavy: his lips are full of indignafion,
and his tongue as a devouring fire: and his breath, as an over—
flowing stream, shall reach to the midst of the neck, to sift the
. nations with the sieve of vanity."® Ch. 33,5."The Lord is exalted,
for he dwelleth on high". Ch, 41,13."The Lord ahall go forth as

a mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy a&s & man of war: he shall
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cry, yea, roar: he shall prevail against his enemies." Such
anthropomorphic descriptions of God might be multiplied. But back

of all this anthropomorphism Isaiah has the true Conception of
God.
Spirituality and Personality. .
Though no commentator, so far as I could ascertain, stresses
the fact, I believe that Isalah teaches that God i1s a spirit, Is.gi,a.

f"Now the Egyptiana are men, and not God: and their horses fle sh,
and not spirit."™ The parallel contrasts, men and God, flesh and

spirit, seems to be suggested by the fact that God is a spirit.

Moreover this Spirit-God is pictured as a personality existing

and subsisting in Himself. Is.41,4. "Who hath wrought and done it&
&

calling the generations from the beginning? I the Lord, the first, and
with the last; £ am he". Parallel to this passage is Is. 48,13,

Unity of God.

The unity of God finds expression in many passages. That was

necessitated by the prevalent idolatry. Is.43,8."1 am the Lord:
that is my name: and my glory will I not give to anotaer, nefher
my praise to graven images". Is.44,6. "I am the first, and I am
the last: and beside me there is no God". Hezekiah confesses his
belief in the unity of God, Is. 3?.16.'Tpou art God, even thou

alone", Is.44,8, God asks,"Is there a God beside me? yea, the-re
is no God; I know not any" And c¢h.43,10 God shows that He #&1
always be God,- there will be no other God."before me there was

no God formed, neither shall there be after me".

THE TRINITY,

Dr. Pieper devotes six pages of his Dogmatios to the doctrine
of the Trinity in the Old Testament,"weil es ein vielumstrlittaner
Punkt ist". Some modern theologians deny outright® that there ame
prooftexts for the Trinity in the 0ld Testament. But Dr. Piepex
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God perpetually cares for the churcih, and protects it. 48,15.16,

"Can a wbman forgst her suching child, that. she should not have comgassion
cn the son of her womd? ysa, they may forzst, yet w#ill I not forgzst

thee. Behold, I have graven thse ugon the palss of wy hands; tay walls

are cbntinually before me."

So intimete is God's relation to H's churcn, that it is likened to the
marriage between man and wife, with God as Husband, and the Chruch as wife,
the point of comparison bsing the gzreat love vetwssn the two,-God's
hsadship and protection, and the church's #illing obedience. 54,5-Z!For
thy Maker is thine husband; the Lord of hosts is his namej; and thy Redeemer
the Eoly One of Isreal; the God of the whole earth shall he bs callsd. For
the Lord hath callsd thee as a women forsaken and zrisved in spirit,
and a wife of youth, when thou wast rsfused, salth thy Gphd. For a small

moment have I forsaken thsej; but with zreat merciss will I zather thee.

In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlast-

ing kindness #ill I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Rpdsemer",

03

£3,5, "Fer-ag-a-young-nen-narriesh~a~vizgin''as the bridegroow rejoiceth
ovar the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee".

The church, consisting of holy peor-le, protectesd and governsd by God,
enjoys many blessings.
a.Ssourity.

54,15.17.Whososver shall gathsr together against thee snall fall
for thy sake. No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and ev
every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.
This is the heritage of ths servants of the Lord, and their righteousness
is of me, saith ths Lord."
b.Peace.

54,13, "and all thy children shall be tau:ht of the Lord, and great
Shall bet he peace of Thy cheldren.”
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3,4, "And they shall beat their swords into plo#shares, and their spears

into pruninghooks: nation shall nct 1lift up sword ageinst nation, neither
shall they learn war any more". €0,17,18,"I will also make thy officers
peace, 2nd thine exactors righteousness. Vyolence shall no mores ve

heerd in thy land, wasting nor destruction within:thy borders",

C«JOYs

66,10-14,"Rejolice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with ner, all ye
that love her: rejoice with joy for her, all ye that mourn for her:
That ye may suck, and be satisfisd with the bressts of her consolatipns:
thet ye may milk out, and be delighted with the abundance of ner glory.
For thus szith the Lord,Behold, I will extend peace to her like é river,
and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream: then shall ye suck}ﬁye
sksll ts borne upon Ler sides,land bs dandles upcn her knees. As one whom
his mother comfortsth, so will I comfort you; and.ye shall e comforsed
in Jirusalem. And when ye see this, your ﬁeart shall rejoice, and yomr
bones shall flourish a&s an herb: and the hand of the Lord shall ©e known

toward his servants".
All these blegsinga are summed up 85,17-25, where the new hsaven

and the new earth, with their security, peace, and joy ere pictured.
g&eference to the interpretation which Chiliasts put on such passages,

and a refutation ¢f their contentions is in place hesre. They saysthat suph
rassages that speak of the glory of tke church here on sarth are to De
fulfilled in the millenium. As sufficéint refutation I quote what Stdégﬁgﬁrd
says under Is.B,B—é."DerrEingang der Hsiden in das Reich Gottes: das ist
der Grundgedanke der Weissagung Cap. 3,23-4. In der XKirche, ini der é:&ﬁiung
und Ausbreitung der Kirche, In dem Zustand und Leben der Kirche 'ist und
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wird fort und fort diese Welssagung erfuellt. Weissagung und Erfuellng
umspannt den ganzen letzten Aeon. Die meisten neusrz/n Ausleger verlagen
freilich als Chiliasten die Erfusllung in die Endzeit der Endzeit, in
ihr Millenium. Da werden die Voelker der Erde im buchstaeblichen,
eipgentlichen ginn des Worts in das heilige land, zum Tempel des Herrn,
der dann in neuer Herrlichkeit aus Schutt und Asche erstanden.ist,
wallfahrten und sich an das bekehrte Israel anschlieszen. Da wird
Christus, der Herr, sichtbar auf Zion wohnen und throhen, und die ganze
Welt wird seinem Richterspruche sich fuegen; Es wird allgemsinsr Voelksr-
friede sein. Da wird der Berz des Herrn, der Berg Morijah in jerusalem,
sel es allein oder samt der ganzen Stadt Jerusalem odsr samt dem ganzen -
Land Canaan, in die Hnehe wachsen, bis er alle Berge und Busgel ‘der prde il
ueberragt, und dort oben, auf der Epitze des hoechsten Berges der rrde,
werden &lle Voelker anbeteh. "Jetzt wird der Suedosthuegel, welcher den
- Terpel traegt, von dem Suedwesthuegel ueberragt, und die in kuehnen Kuppen
und Saeulen zufsteigenden EBasaltberge Basans sehen scheel und hoenisch auf
den kleinen Kalkberg, den Jahwe erkcren, hernieder, ein Miszverhaeltnisz,
welchcss die Endzeit aufheben wird, indem sie des Aeuszere desm Innsrm, die
Erscheinung dem wesen und dem Werthe glesich macht".Delitsch. ¥an ruehmt
diese buchstaevliche oder realistische Auffassung der Weissagung als Ge-

horsam gegen das Wort der schrift. Man musz den Text nehuen,#ie er

lautet. So sagt man. Aber abgeschen auch von der Erfuellung diessr P?ophe-
tie im Neuen Testament, die jedes Christenkind mit Hasnden greifen kann:
der Wortlaut der Weissagung selbst straft die Chiliasten Lusge. Kein ver-
nuenftiger Mensch kann leugnen, dasz sich in der Schrift, und gerade

bel den Propheten viel bildliche Rede fiﬂdet. Plese Bildersprache ist ent-
weder so klar und deutlich, dasz der rechte Sinn jedem unbefangenen Leser

von selbst in die Augen springt. Oder es finden sich unter den bildlichen
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Ausdruecken auch Aussagen, welche dieselbe Sache mit duerren, eigent;f:;en
Yorten beschreiben. Beides ist hier der Fall. Wer die Schrift kénnt,‘wird
um das rechte Verstaendnisz der Tropen v.3,V.3a,V.4 keinen Augenblick
verlegen s2in. Aber von dem unmiszverstaendlichen Satz 3b aus faellt
auch Licht auf das Vorhergehsnde uné Nachfolgende. Von Zion und Jeruggiem
wird Gottes Word, das Gesetz des Neuen Bundes in die Heidenwelt ausgehen.
Dag ist deutliche, eigentli:he Rede. Wenn nun aber das Evangelium selbst
zu den Heiden Xommt, dann brauchen die Heiden nicht ihrsn Wohnort i:?ﬁgilaa
sen und nach Palasstina zu pilgern, um & dort Gottes Wort zu holen:‘ii;—au1
entweder die Heiden gehen nach Zion und finden dort das Wort, oder das
Wort wird von Zion aus ihnen an ihren Ort ueberbracht. Beides zusammen-
genommen erzibt Unsinn. Nun ist das Letztere der Fall. Also ist dlénﬁgndert
der Vozlker nach Jyprusalsm keln elgentliches Gehen und Wandern. Nein, sie

gehen zZum Hause des Herrn in dem Sinne, #is wir vom gpingang d=r Heidsn in

das Reich Gottes reden, wenn wir die Bekehrung der Heiden ceschreiben

wollen. Dasz den Helden daran liegt,"vom Herrn unterwiesen" zu werden,
dasz sie "in den Wegen des Herrn wandeln", vestaetigt, dasz der Proghet
‘in diesem ganzen Abschnitt nichts anderess iz €inn hat, als die Eeksinrung

der Pelden durch das Wort des Herrn, das ihnen usberbracht wird. Und

- -

/
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eben auf diese Weisé, indem ein Volk nach dem anderen in die Kirché cﬁiist
eingeht, gewinnt G;tfes Reich solche Groesze, solchen Umfanz, dasz es

alle Reiche der Welt an LEbAEEEL [ A4/ Ausdennuns uebertrifft.V.3.

————— Und die friefdliche Gesinnung der Heiden, die zum Berg des Herrn
gekxommen sind, ergiebt sich =uch als W1?kung des Worts des Herrn. Man #us:
mit Blindheit gescﬁlagen ssin, um die rechte Deutung der Weissagﬁng zu
verfehlen.. Die krasz-sinnliche Deutunf, sonderlich die Vorstellung, dasz
der Tempelberg in Jerusalem im Millenium als der hoechste Berg der Erde

rengiert, laeuft auf platten Unsinn hineus. Die sonst der gchrift und

dem klaren Wortlaut und Sinn der Sohrift nicht glauben #ollen, sind
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 dazu verurteilt, schlieszlich Unsinn zu glauben". Stosckhardt, Der

Prophet Jesaia, Selte 33.33.
PREDESTINATION,

There is, according to Isalah, an election of Gnd .unto salvation,
but the fact that it is eternal is not brought out. The passages thaém%eaoﬁl
predestination do not stress the fact that this election is purely offggéce.
_ But the fact that salvation is oy zrace is stressed. cf. Soteriology,
Prompting Cause. The prredestination passsges follow,
Is. 4,3,"And it shall come +to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he
that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be éalled holy, even every ons that is
written among the living (der eingeschrieben ist zum Leben-Lange ) in
Jerusalem." 65,9,“Ani I #ill bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and
out ¢? Judah an inheritance of my mountains: and mine elect shall inher;ﬁ,i1
43,3),"This people have I formed for myself: they shall show forth m 1E§Eiaé
The vrogchet here speaks of the special predestination of Isreel as God's @
reorle. 41,2.9,"But thou, Israel,art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen,
the seed of Abraham my friend. Thou whom I have taken from the snds of the
esrth, and called thee from the chief men thereof, and said unto thee,
Thou art my servent; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away".

The idea of a double prredestination is excludsd. 50,1.5,"Beholqd,
for ycur iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions
is your mother put away. Wherefore, when I came, was there no man?

when I ocalled was there none to answer"?

ESCHATOLOGY.
Death.
The wicked, with death will enter into hell. 14,9, (Spoken about the

king of Babylon) "Hell from beneath is moved for thee at thy coaing—----n,
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The godly enter into peace. 57,1.3,"---the righteous is taken away from
the evil to come. He shall enter into peace: they shall rest in tneigé%édq
each one walking in his uprightness". I am unable to determine whether
this pesace refers to the peace of heavgn, or merely to the peace of ithe
grave. lange translates,"Zum Frieden gehet (der Gsrechte) czin ((waehrend
sie (die Gottlosen) ruhen auf ihren Lazern))"der da richtig vor sié%uﬁﬁﬁhal

This would remove the idea of grave, and make the peace the peace of hezves

This is certainly in accord with the analogy of Scripture.

End of the World.

Isaiah has many rassages referring to the final judgaent, and the
end of the world. All the passages concerning the pay of the Lord are
to be sc¢ interpreted. The #Day of the:Lord" is a composite idea, inciﬁ&ing
all lesser judgments of Cod in time, and the final judzment at the end of
time. Is. 3,10-32 pictures the day of the Lord as being univsrsal (ucon
2ll things, and upon man in zensral), and as a day in which God arises
"the shzke terribly the earth". 83,6-12. Here it is a “dest&uetion from
the Almighty" (V.8); "a day of fear"(V.8); a day ~shen the laws of nature g
are dissolved.V.1lC.13."For the stars of heaven and the constellations
thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall oe darkened ip his
going forth, and the moon shall not cause ner light to shine.... Théégéore

will I shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her glace,

in the wrath of the Lord of hosts, and in the day of His fiercs anger".
It is moreover a day of punishment for the wicked,V.1ll."And I w111G§3§fah
the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will
cause the arrozancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the hauzh-
tiness of the terrible’. ‘bh.34,1-13 pictures the destruction of the sur-

face of the earth;13-3C, of the mass of the sarth"=-Kretzmann.
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I guote verses 12.30."The sarth is utteriy broken down, the earth is clean
dissolved, the earth is moved exceedingly. Ths earth shall reel to and fro
like a drunkard, and sha}l be rsmoved lixe a coﬁtage; and toe transgrésgipn
therecof shall be hesavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise again®.
The destruction of the hezvenly bodles 1s pictured ch.34,4."And all the
host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled toég%har
as a screll: and all their host shall fall down". The same picture is used
by Peter, 3 Pt.3,10-13.

RESURRECTION.

—_— -
In connection with the final Day of the Lord theres #ill be a resu?iac-

tion of the dead. 36,12-31."Thy dead men shall live, togsther with my dead
body shall thsy arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwsll inuthe dust: for thy
.deﬂ is as the dex of herbs, and ﬁhe earth shall cast out ths iead.nggﬂixmg
F865I059R33T-LRGU-2 A6~ L EF G hanSaeSy—aRI-SRuI-$R¥-S0588-abouns-5Aee veréé 21
connects the resurrscticon with the Judgment."For, behold, the Lord cometh
out of his rvlace to punish the inhabitants of the sarth for thsir iniguity:

the earth &lso shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain"
THE JUDGYENT,

The. end of the world ~ill bring with it the final judzgusnt, which
will consign the wicked to eternal damnation, and the telievars to etsrnal
1ife.ch.1,31."And the strong shall be as tow, and the maker of it as &
s;ark,-and they shall both burn together, and mons shall quench them".
This is.referred tc the final judgment and damnation by both Stoeckhardt
and Kretzmann.30,33, "For Tophet is ordalned of old: ysa for tioe king is it
precared; he hath made it deep and largs: the pile thareof is fire add
much wood; the breath of the Lord, like a sfream of obrimstons, doth

kindle it". Here we have a picture of hell.
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50,11. "Behold, all ye that kindle a fires, that compass yoursslves about
w#ith sparks: walk in the light of ‘your fire, and in ths sparzs that ye
have kindled, This shall ye havs of mins hand; ye shall lie dosn in 4
sorrow"., Kretzmann and Lange refer this last sentence to anell.

The bellevers, on the other hand, shall inherit eternal life,-necaven.
35,10."And the ransomsd of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with
songs and gverlastinz joy woon their heads; they shall obtain joy and glad-

ness, and sorrow and sizhing shall flee away". 25,8."Hs will swallow up

ele l'.

death in victéry; and the Lord God will wige away tears from off all faces".
This picture is employed in spsaking of the blzsssed, Rev.?,l?,!ﬁnd al,4,
45,17, "But Israsl (Spiritual) shall be saved in ths Lord Jitﬁ an
everlastinz salvation: ye shall not bs ashamed nor confounded dorld

without end."



