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THE DOCTRINAL CONTENT OF ISAIAH'S 

PROPHESY. 

B.D. Thesis submitted 

by 

Fred Kramer. 



INTROBUCTION. 

The purpoae of this thesis is to shou how much doctrine the Pr~e 

of Isaiah contains. The result of my studies sho~s that~ ~1th the 

exception of the doctrine of Baptiam, and the Lord's Sup~er~ every 

_important doctrine of the Bible is found more or less complete in 

this wonderful book. Proof of this statement ~~Y be had in the thesis 

itself. 
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1. 

BIBLIOLOGY. 

ihe doctrine of Bibliology is not found complete in Isaiah, 

because the Bible was not yet nearly complete at his time. But the 

book claims the inspiration of God tor itself in its entirety. In 
I 

oh. l,l. we read, 9 The vision of Isaiah, the son of .Amoz, which 

be •~w concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the d.ays ot Uzziah, Joth&m, 

Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.• This clearly refers to the 

whole book. !he doctrine of inspiration lies in the word •,U,sion• 
II 

the Hebrew word l )TQ , whiob means, •a vision from the Lord, a reve-

lation~ Moreover many parts of the book are prefaced by such state­

ments as n the Lord hath spoken•( 1,2.; -16, 13). "Thus aaitih the 

Lord"(l7,3; 22,lS);"Thus saith the Holy One of I~rae~• (30,12): 

"The Lord said unto me•, (18,4); •Saith your God",(40,l); •Saith 

the Lord",(19,4; 22,25; 30,l'); · "It was revealed in mine aara by the 

Lord of Hosts•( 22,14); "The Lord hath spoken it"( aa,as) Apin, at 
the end of a prophesy he says, (21,10), "That which I have lieard 

of the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, b.a.ve I deolued unto you•;. 
, 

and :Gal,17), "The Lord God of Israel hath spoken it.• 

Cb. 30, 8 Isaiah says that be bad express command from god 

to write bis prophesy in a book, which should be for the time tp 

come, for ever and ever. And ch 34, 16 he calls such a book, whioh 

contained (as Lange .and Delitach take it) his own prophea~ea, 

"Book of Jehovah•, He challenges the people to read it, and to 

see for themselves how the prophesies are fulfilled. He fa clearly 

oonsoious of the fact that the book is inspired. It is Jehovah's 
. 

book, Jehovahs word, therefore infallible • 

. 
References to. other parts of the Bible are found Is.a,ao, 



a. 
where Israel is exported to seek to the law an~ to the tea)imony; 
oh, 29, 18, •And in tbat day the deaf shall hear the word.a of 

the book". Moreover there are a number of allusions to hist or1-

cal material furnished by the earlier books of the Old Teatamen t. 

Ch. 1,10 and 13,19 refer to Sodom and Gomorrah; 29,22 to Abraham; 

ls. 28,21 to Joshua and 2 Sam. 

Believing that the Bible, so far as it existed in his time, 

was inspired, Isaiah claims for it authority, Ia. 8,19 1 20. In 

warning against seeking to wizard.a, he saya,•Should not a pe3le 

seek to their God? for the +1v1ng to the dead? to the law and to 

the testimony?" Seeking to the law and to the testimony is made 

the same as seeking to God, because the law and the testimony 

are G~d•~ word. This word is authoritative and auffieient. 

The clearness of the Scripture is implied Ia.34,16,•Seek ye 

out of the book of the Lord and read•. It is clear foi them to 

read and understand. 

THEOLOGY. 

The Book of Isaiah is fuli of theology. It is true, many of 

" the descriptions of God are anthropomorphic. Is, 27 .aa., •Behold, 

the name of the Loild cometh from far, burning with his anger, and 

the burden thereof is heavy: his lips are full of indignation, 

and his tongue as a devouring fire: and his breath, as an over­

flowing stream, shall reach to the mid.at of the neck, to sift the 

nations with the sieve of vanity.• Ch. 33,5.•The Lord is exalted, 

for he dwelleth on high•. Ch, 41,13.•The Lord a.hall go forth aa 

a mighty man, he shall atir up jealousy as a man of war: he shall 



ory, yea, roar: he shall prevail against his enemies.• Suoh 
anthropomorphio desoriptiona of God might be multiplied. But baot 

of all this anthropomorphism Isaiah has the true Conoeption of 

God. 

Spirituality and Personality. 

Though no commentator, so far as I could asoertain, stresses 

• 

6, 
the fact, I believe that Isaiah teaches that God is a spirit, Is.31,3. 

-,Now the Egyptians are men, and not God: and their horses fle ah, 
and not spirit." The parallel contrasts, men and God, tleahand 

spirit, seems to be suggested by the fact that God is a spirit. 

Moreover this Spirit-God is pictured as a personality exi~ting 

and subsisting in Himself. Is,41,4. "Who hath wrought and done it, -~ calling the generations from the beginniDg? I the Lord, the first, and. 

with the last; #'J. am he•. Parallel to this passage is Is. 48,12. 

Unity of God. 

The uni~y of God finds expression in many_passages. TAat ~aa 

necessitated by the prevalent idolatry. ls.42,S.•I am the Lord: 

that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, ne:lher 

my praise to graven images". Is.44,6. "I am the first, and I am 

the last: and beside me there is no God". Hezekiah oonfesses his 

belief in the unity of God, Ia. 37,1~.•Thou art God, even thou 

alone•. Is.44,8, God asks,"Is there a God beside me? yea, the-re 

is no God; I know not any".And ch.43,1O God shows that He wi1 

always be God,- there will be no other God.•before me there was 

no God formed, neither shall there ba after me•. 

THE TRINITY. 

Dr. Pieper devotes six pages of his Dogmatics to the doctrine 

of the Trinity in the Old Testament.•weil es ein vielumstrittan.er 

Punkt 1st•. Some modern theologians deny outrigbt"tbat there a■e 

prooftexts for the trinity in the Old Testament. But Dr. Pieper 





J.~ 
~indo~•? Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarahish first 

to bring thy sons from far, their silver and their gold ~1th ;hem, unto 

-the name of the liord thy God, and to the Holy One of Iara.el, 'because he 

hath glorified thee". 2,3.4."And many people shaJ~ ~o and say, Come y::Jand 
. 1~~; 

let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the Hourse of the Crod aJ! Jacob· . . . . . 
and he ,,vill teach us of bis ways,_ and ·:1e · • ..-111 wal~< in bis paths; for out 

of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

And be shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke ~any people: and 

t hey shall bsa.t their swords into ·; lo.t·sharea, and their spears into 
. ...J. { 

pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword a6ainst nation, nei ther~ aall . 
they learn war any more." -.f.lt · 19,18-25,-Egypt and Assyria shall be converted. 

33,1?.13 ~rophesies the conv~rsion of Tyre. 
tV,,. 

This rrro'flth of t he church is bo continue steadily. 60,11, "Therelor;J thy 

(the 3~tes of the church) gates shall oe open continually; they shal~ 

not be shut day nor night; that men may bring unto t hee the foroes of 

the Gentiles, and t hat t heir kings may 'be brou6ht". 

All these aho are member s of the church are hol y, because, thro~gb 

faith in th-e Saviour.,their sins have been forgiven.33,24,"The people 

that d~ell therein !in Zion) ahall be forgiven t heir iniquity". 

51,?,"Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in ~hose 

heart is my la1,v" 60,21,"Thy people also shall be all righteous" • • 
52,l,"Henceforth there shall no more come into thde the uncircwncised and 

the unclean n. 

Since the church consists only of ·oelievera, and man cannot .aee into 

the heart, the church is necessarily invisible. 

This ohurob of true believers is created and gathered by God Himself. .. ' .. 
-(C\.l,.\\ • 

56,7,nEven them (the sons of the stranger) ~ill I bring to my holy mountain' 

19,25,"Whom the Lord of hosts shall bless., saying, Blessed be Egypt, mtpeo 

ple, and Assyria, the work of my hando.n 
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God perpetually cares for the church, and. protects it. 49,15.16 ; 

"Can a woman for get her suching child, t h.at. she should not have oom.~aaion 

on the son of her ~omb? yea, they may for6et, yet Rill I not for~~t 

thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palas of 1ay hanJ.s i t.ay 11allal 

are continually bef ore me. 11 

So intimate is · God's relation to H1 s church, that it is l ikened to the 

marriage 'bet•Neen man and ·.vife., with Go<3: as Hu s·oand., and. the Chruch a.a .vife~ 

the point of comparison being the great love bet,,een the: t ,ro,-God' a · 

headship and protection., and the church's ffilling obedience. 54,5-S?Eor 

thy Maker is thi ne husband; the ~ord of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer 

the Holy One of Isreal; the God of the 1.vhole earth shall he be called. For 

t he Lord hath called thee as a Noman forsaken and 8rieved in spirit., 

and a wife of youth, when thou ~ast refused., saith thy God• For a small 

moment have I f orsaken thee; but with great mercies ~ill I gather thee. 

In a little n ath I hid my face from thee for a ~ ment; but with everlast­

ing kindness .vill I have mercy on thee., saith the Lord t hy REdeemer 11 • 

over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over t heen. 

The church., consisting of holy peo~:-le, protacted anci 0 overnad i:>y God, 

enjoys many blessings. 

a. Seouri.ty. 

54,15.17.Whosoever snall gath9r together against thee shall fall 

for thy sake. No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and e• 

avery tongue that shall rise against thee in judgm~nt thou shalt condemn. 

'This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord., and their righteousneas 

is of me, saith the Lord.• 

b.Peace. 
• 

54,13,nand all thy childran shall be tau::ht of the Lord, and great 
S' lta.n o•t' he f' ~Ge.~ •f 1lt/ o Ii 11d-rc .:,':• 
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2,4,"And they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears 

into pruninghooke: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 

shall they learn :.var any more". 60 ,1?, 18, "I will also make thy officers 

peace, and thine exactore righteousness. VIolence shall no more be 

heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within: thy borders" • 

a.Joy. 

66,10-14,"Rejoice ye ~1th Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye 

that love her: rejoice with joy for her, all ye that mourn for her: 

That ye rr.e.y suck, and be satisfied .vith the breasts of her consolations: 

that ye , ay milk out, and be delighted ;vi th t.tie abundance of her glory. 

For thus saith the Lord,Behold, I will extend peace to her like a ~1ver, 

ar..~ t he glory of the Gentiles like a flo·.ving stream: then shall ye suck.;t°ye 

shall b~ borne upon r.er sides, and be dandles upon her knees. As one whom 

bis mother comforteth, so ~111 I comfort you; and ye shall be comfor•ed 

in Jl< .. rusa lem. And ;,·rhen ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your 

bones shall f lourish as an herb: and the ~e.nd of the Lord ehall be kno·11n 

to11ard his servants". 

All these blessings are summed up 65,17-25, ~here the new heaven 

and the new earth, with their security, peace, and joy are pictured. 

'jreference to the interpre-tation which Chiliasta put on such passages, 

and a refutation of their contentions is in place here. They a~y-th&t suoh 

passages that speak of the glory of tr.e church here on earth are to be 
~l(}ldt 

fulfilled in the m1llen1um •. As sufficeint refutation I quote \'/hat Stoeokha.r 
, 

aaye under Is.a,a-4."Der Eingang der Heiden in das Reich Gottea: das 1st 
-e, .. ", 

der Grundgedanke d~r Weiaaagung Cap. 2,2-4. In der Kirche, 1n::i der Samini.ung 

u.nd Auabrei tung de :r· Kirche, In dem Zustand und Leben der Kirche ·1st und 

" 
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wird fort und fort dieee Weissagung erfuellt. Weissagung und Erfuellng 

unispannt den ga.nzen letzten A.eon. Die meisten neuerretn Aualeger verlagen 

fre111ch als Cb111asten die Erfuellung in die Endzeit der Endzeit, in 

1hr Millenium. Da warden die Voelker der Erde 1m buohstaeblichen, 

eigentlichen Sinn des W~rts in das heilige Land, zum Tempel des Herrn, 

der dann in neuer Herrlichkeit aus Schutt und Aecha erstanden.ist, 

wallfahrten und sich an das bekehrte Israel anschlieszen. Da wird 

Christus, der Herr, sichtbar auf Zion wohnen und thronen, und die ganze 

Welt wird seinem Richterspruche sich fuegen. Es wird allgemeiner Voelker­

f r i ede sein. Da Nird der Berg des Herrn, der Berg Morijai in Jerusalem, 

se i es allein oder aamt der ganzen Stadt Jerusalem od.ar s anit dam ganzen -

'Land Canaan, in die Hnehe wachsen., bis er a.lle Berge und Hue gel 'der Erde -/J. 

ueberragt, und dort oben, auf der Spitze des hoechsten Berges der Erde, 

wer den alle Voelker anbeteh. "Jetzt wird der Suedosthuegel, welcher den 

· Tempel trae gt, von dem Sued~vesthue gel ueberragt, 1.1nd die in kuehnen Kuppen 

und Saeulen auf steigenden Baaa~tbe~ge Baeans sehen scheel und hoenisch auf 

den kleinen Kalkberg, den Jah~e erkoren, hernieder, ein Miszverhaeltnisz, 

welches die Endzeit aufheben ~ird, indem sie das Aeuszere dem Innern, die 

Erscheinung dem wesen und dem Werthe gleich macht".Delitsch. Ma.n ruehmt 

diese buchstaebliche oder rea.listische Auffa.ssung der Weissagung als Ge­

horsam gegen das Wort der schrift. Man musz den Text neh~enawim er 

1autet. So sagt man. Aber abgesehen auoh von der Erfuellung diesar P?ophe­

tie im Neuen Testament, die jedes Christenkind mit Baenden greifen kann: 

der W.ortlaut der Weissagung selbst straft die Chiliasten Luage. Kein ver­

nuenftiger Mensch ka.nn leugnen, dasz sich in der Schrifta und. garade 

bei den Propheten viel bildliche Rede findet. Eiese Bilde~sprache 1st ent­

weder so klar und deutl·ioh, da.sz der recbte Sinn jedem unbefangenen Leser 

von selbst in die Augen springt. Oder es finden sich unter den bildlichen 
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34. 
~ 

Auadrueoken aucb Aussagen, welcbe dieaelbe Sache mit duerren, eigent~ioben 

Worten beschreiben, Beides 1st bier der Fall, Wer die Schrift kennt, ·wird 

um das rechte Verstaendnisz der Tropen v.2,V.3a,V.4 keinen Augenbliok 

verlegen sein. Aber von dem unmiszverstaendlichen Satz 3b &us faellt 
..... , 

auch Licht auf das Vorhergehende unci Nacbfolgende. Von Zion und Jerusalem 

wird Gottes Wor~, das Gesetz des Neuen Bundes in die Heidenwelt ausgehen. 

Das 1st deutliche, eigentliche Rede. Wenn nun aber a.as Evangelium selbst 
~-zu den Heiden Kommt, dann brauchen die Heiden nicht ihren Wohnort zu verlae 
- ~ : 

sen und nach Palaestina zu pilgern, um~ dort Gottes wort zu holen. Aut-aut 

ent ~eder die Heiden gehen nach Zion und finden dort das Wort, oder das 

Wort wird von Zion aus ihnen an ihren Ort ueberbracht. Beides zusa.mmen-

_genommen ergibt Unsinn. Nun 1st das Letztere der Fall. Also 1st d1:'w'Jn<1iar~ 

de r Voelker nach JErusalem kein eigentliches Gehen und Wandern. Nein, s1e 

gehen zwn Hause des Herrn in dem Sinne, nie wir vom Eingang der Hei~en in 

das Reich Gottes r eden, wenn w1r die Bekehrung der Heiden oeschreiben 

wollen. Dasz den Heiden daran liegt,"vom Herrn unter~iesen" zu werden, 

dasz sie "in den We gen des Herrn wandeln", bestaetigt, dasz der Pro~het 

· in diesem ganzen Abschnitt nichts anderes im Sinn hat, als die Bekahrung 

der Heiden duroh das Wort des Herrn, das ihnen ueberbracht wird. Und 
:✓.~. ~-i:· 

eben auf diese Weise, indem e1n Volk nach dem anderen in die Kirche~christ 
-eingeht, ge·ninnt G" t"tes Reich solohe Groesze., solohen Umfang, da.sz es 

alle Reiche der welt an Pt~,,i,J/'-U/iusdehnung ueoertrifft.V.2. 

-----Und die frietdliche Gesinnung der Heiden, die zum Berg des Herrn 

gekommen sind~ ergiebt sich euch als Wirkung des Worts des Herrn. Mant1ua· 
mit Blindheit geschlagen sein; um die rechte Deutung der Weiasagung zu 

verfehlen •• Die krasz-sinnliche Deutunf, sonderlich die Vorstellung, daaz 

der Tempelberg in Jerµsalem im Millenium ala der hoechste Berg der Erde 

rangiert, laeuft auf platten Unsinn hinaua. Die aonst der sobrift und 

dem klaren Wortlaut und Sinn der Sohrift nicht glauben wollen, sind 
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dazu verurteilt, schlieszlich Unsinn zu glauben•. Stoeokhardt, Der 

Prophet Jesaia, Seite aa.23. 

PREDESTINATION. 

There is, according to Isaiah, an election of G0d.unto salvation, 

but the fact that it is eternal ia not brought out. The passages tb&tJl.ltcfaott 
tl)1AU' 

predestination do not stress the fact th~t this election is purely of'graoe. 

But the fact that salvation is by grace is stressed. cf. Soteriology, 

Prompting Cause. The predestination passages follow. 

Is. 4,3,"And it shall come to .pass, that he tha.t is left in Zion, and. he 

t hat reu.a.inetb in Jerusalem, shall be called holy~ even every one tha.t is 

written among the living (der eingescbrieben 1st zum Leben-Lange) in 

Jerusalem." 65, 9 , "And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and 
;J. 

out o ·.: J udah an inheri tanoe of my mountains: and mine eltil_t shall 1nher1 t 11 . ., 
r t'-t ' • 

13 ,21, "This people have I !'orrned for myself: they ah.all aho,v forth m praise 

The pro~het here spea.ks of the special· predest1Il6.tion of Iara.el as God's ..p 

peop le. 41,8.9,"But thou, Israel,art my servant, Jacob who~ I have chosen, 

the seed of Abraham my friend. Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the 

earth, &:nd called thee from the chief· men the1·eof, and said unto thee, 

Thou art my servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away". 

The id.ea of a double predestination is excluded. 5Oal.2,nBehold, 

for your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions 

is your mother put away. Wherefore, when I CB.Ille, was there no man? 

when I called was there none to answer"? 

ESCHATOLOGY. 

Death. 

The ·nicked, with. death ·irill enter into hell. 14,9, _(Spok.an a.bout the 

king of Babylon) "Hell from beneath is moved for thee at thy co~ing-----~. 

•----~---
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Tbe godly enter into peace. 57,1.2,"---the righteoua is taken away from 

the evil to come. He shall enter into peace: they shall rest in tbei~e&j 

each one walking in his uprightness". I am unable to determine ~hether 

this peace refars to the peace of heaven, or merely to the peace of the 

grave. Lange translates, "Zurn Frieden gehet (der Gareohte) ein ( (\Yaehrend 
~I 

sie (die Gottlosen) ruhen a.uf ihren Lagern)) 11cJ.er da richtig vor si~h wa~de 

This would remove the idea of grave, and make the peace the peace of heave 

This is certainly in accord with the analogy of scripture. 

End of the World. 

Isaiah has many passages referring to the final judg~ent, and the 

end of t he \Vorld. All the paeaages concerning the nay of the Lord a.re . 
to be so interp~eted. The fDay of the · Lord" is a composite idea, inci~d.ing 

all lesser judgments of God in time, and the final judgment at the end of 

time. Is. 2,10-22 pictures the day of the Lord as being universal {ufon 

all things, and upon man in ~enaral), an~ as a day in ~hich God arises 

"the shake terribly the earth". 63,6-12. Here it ia a "destruct1un from 

the Almighty" (V .6); "a day of fear" (V .s); a. day ,rhen tha la11& of nature ,­

are dissolved.V.1O.13."For the stars of heaven and tha constallationa 

thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall oe darkened iD his 
-.l ...... 

going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine •••• Thatafore 

will I sha.1:e the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her placa, 

.in the wrath ot the Lord of hosts, and in the day of His fieroa anger•. 
f-' ~J, 

It is moreover a day of punishment for the wicked,V.ll."And I w111 0pun1ah 

the world for their evil, and the ~icked for their iniquity; and I will 

cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and Nill lay low the ha.ugh-

tiness of the terribl~"• 
,, 
Ch.24,1-12 pictures the destruction of the sur-

face of the earth;l3-3O, of the mass of the earth"-Kretzmann. 
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I quote verses 19.20."The earth is utterly broken do·.m, the earth is clean 

dissolved, the earth is moved exceedingly. The earth shall reel to and fro 
. 

. -W'h 
like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottaga; and the trans6ras81~n 

~hereof shall be heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise again". 

'l'he destruction of the heavenly bodies is pictured ch • .34,4."And all the 
- .RA 

host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together 

as a scroll: and all their host shall fall dorn". The same picture is used 

by Peter, a Pt.3,10-12. 

RESURR'l!:CTION . 

-J);i.e.. -

In connection with the final Day of t he Lord there .vill be a. resurrec-

tion of t he dead. 26,19-21. "Thy dead :nen shall live, together Rith ruy dead 

'body s hall t h•?y a.rise. Awake and sing , ye that d·.vell in the dust: for thy 

de ,-:, is a s the de ,v of herbs., and the earth shall cast out the dead. nCif\'11'4' 

pee~•a7•~~•~-~~e~-~~e-~A¥-wQa~~&~e7 -aB4-s~~~-~~~-aee•e-aaQ~~-~ft~& VerJ~ a1 

connects t he r esurre ction .,.,1th the Judgment. "For, behold, the Lord. cometh 

out of bis place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: 

t~e e arth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain•. 

THE JUDG'!Eti T. 

The . end of the world Nill bring with i!t the final jud.g1nent, which 

will consign the ~icked to eternal damnation, and t he believers to etarnal 

life.oh.1,31.nAnd the strong shall be as tow, and the maker of it as a 

spark, and they shall both burn together, and mone shall quench them•. 

This is .referred to the final judgment and damnation by both Stoeokhardt 

and Kretzmann.30,33,"For Tophet 1s ordained or old: yea for the king is it 

preparedj be bath made it deep and large: the pile there9f is fire aald. 

much ~,ood; the breath of the Lord, like a stream o! o.ridlatona, doth 

kindle it". Here we have a picture of hell. 
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50,11. "Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that com~ass youraelvea about 

·ai th sparks: walk in the light of ·.your !ire, and in the s:.;ar~s tha.t ye 

have kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie do.-m in /, 

sorro~". Kretzmann and Lange refer this last aentenca to oell. 

The believers, on the other hand, shall inherit eternal life,-heaven. 

35,10."And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion Hith 

songs and everlastin~ joy upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and glad­

ness, and sorro-1 and sighing shall flee a-.,ay". 25,8. "Ha will s •aallo;, up 
{,.,.,!,A, ,, 

death in vict~ry; and the Lord God will wipe aNay tears from off all fac~s". 

This picture is employed in speaking of tha blessed, Rev.?,l?,--1nd 21,4. 

45 ,17,"But Israe l (Spiritual) shall be saved in the Lord aith an 

everlasting ~alvat ion: ye shall not ba ashamed nor confounded ~orld 

~vi thout end. n 


