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The Divine Call. 30. 

presentative of all believers in iatth.16. For the Lord 

has asked the auestion, "whom say ye that + am?" Upon 

his confession of divine truth Christ says he will 

build His Church. For it is this confession which stands 

as a rock immovable even though individuals fall. «s show 

by the statement quote from theonfession, all thoughts 

that this is spoken to Peter exclusively and porsonally 

aro banished when Matth.18,15-20 is considered in connec- 

ion with Matt .16,19, for there He says, "Whatsoever ye 

shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatso- 

ever ye shall loose on carth shall be loosed in heaven." 

This statement follos the Lord's direction to go to the 

church as the final authority in church discipline. Thus 

Luther, "In diesem 18.Kapitel glossirt sich der Herr selbst, 

Wenn er die Schluessel hat im vorjzansenen 16.Kap. in St. 

Petri "erson geben. Sie sind allen Christen Beben, nicht 

St.Petri Person." (Erl. 27,364.) From the fact that the 

office:of:.the:keys has been given to every individual. 

christian, it follows that the Church, the wmmmunion of 

believers, has the right to call such as should publicly 

exercise this office. This may be sunimed up in the words 

of Klotsche, "Since the office of this ministry (of the 

keys) has been given principally and immediately to the 

Church it follows that the Church itself calls and or= 

dains those who shall excroise this ministry." (Klotsche - 

Christian. Symbolics p.181 ff.) 

   



    

The Divine Call. Sl. 

If, however, this office has been given to the whole 

Christian Ghurch, by what right does the local congrega- 

tion exercise it? Though the office of the keys is given 

to the whole Church, to all Christians, as is evident from 

the foregoing discussion based on “atth.18,15-18, it is 

also evident that in practice it must be exercised by the 

local congregation, for if the local congregation were 

not meant by the word "church" in Hatth.18,17, the savior 

would have commanded an impossibility when He said, "tell 

4t to the church’, and designated the church as the final 

authority in Christian discipline, If the invisible church 

wer meant here b; bx Anola » "neglecting to hear 

the chureh" would be a meaningless phrasc, and the final 

step towsrd the erring brother could not be talcen. Tyat 

the word ¢K KAnca has te two meanings in the New 

Testament, a) the whole number of believers, the invisible 

Church, and b) a group of people gathered about God's 

“ord, the local congregation, is evident, and there is no 

doubt that the latter is the meaning here. 

Thus we have the direct proof from Scripture that 

the office of the keyshas ben entrust.:d to all believers 

alike, £o the church as the whole nunber of pelievsrs » and 

to the local congregation as a part of the church or a 

group of individual Christians. 

An indirect proof that this authority belongs to 

the Church we have in the picture of the whole Church as   
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The Divine Call. 52. 

well us the individual congregation as the Savior's bride 

throughout Seripture. "I will betroth thee unto me forever; 

yea, I will betroth thee unto me in rightcousness. "Hosea 

2,19. "He that Hath the bride is the bridegroom." John 3, 

29. In speaking of the relation of husbands and wives 

and their duties toward each other St.Paul concludes, 

"This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Cprist 

and the Church." Eph.5,52. St.Paul writing to the church 

of Corinth says, "I am jealous over you with godly jea- 

lousy: for I hav» espoused you to one husband, that 4+ may 

present you ss a chaste virgin to Christ." 2 Cor.11,2. 

Here the individual church or congregation is considered 

the bride of Vhrist. As the wife as guthority over the 

tres sures of thdhouse, even though she submits herself 

to the husband, so the bride of Christ, the Church, has 

free use of the keys of theLord's house, naturally in sub- 

mission to His will. “ince then, the Church is the bride 

of the Savior, the believers. who make up the Church, are 

proprieters of all that is in His house, also of His ser- 

vants, the ministers of tire Word. Thus it is that the real 

pover and authority does not rest in the hands of cer- 

tain men, but in the believers themssives as StFaul 

shows 1 Cor.5, 21.22, “Let no man glory in men. For all 

things are yours; whether Paul, er 4pollos, or Cephas, 

or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or 

things to come; all are yours." Uf this relation of Christ 
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The Divine Call. 35. 

and the Church as husband and bride Luther writes, "Da- 

ru lasst ums auch lernen, als Christen (die ihren Schatz 

und Herrlichkeit kennen sollen), dieser Hochzeit ruehmen, 

troesten und freuen, dass wir durch Gottes Gnade zu den 

hohen Zhren kommen, dasaiir sind und heissen die Braut 

seines Sohnes Christi....... So du* nun alsoseine Braut 

worden bist, so hast du die Schlucssel,und bist die 

Frau im Hause und sitzest in seinen himmlischen Guetern.” 

(Erl1.18,512.) 

That the church derives the right tocall ministers 

from the fact that she 1s the bride of C)rist is thus 

expressed by Baier, "Cui (ecclesiae), postquam plantato 

est, jus et facultas constituendi ministros competit. 

Habet enim sibi, velut sponsae, datas a sponso Yhristo 

claves regui caclorun, latth.16,18; 18,17., ideoque , si- 

cut_ejus est, aperire et clandere regnun coelorun, ita 

ejus_ est, constituere ministros, per quos aperiat ch 

alaudat." (Baier Compendium. Walther Ed.III, 689, 5,C.) 

Thus if the Church is the bride of Yhrist she has 

full authority in His house, aiso to appoint tke servants 

or the inisters who shall serve in it. 

That the church has the divine right to call lies in 

the second place in the fact that all Christians are priests 

and have the right to appoint those who are to act in 

their name. That the minister must have a call if he is to 

hold the office of the public ministry, and that the call 
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The Divine Call. 54. 

comes from the congregation by divine right is basedbn 

the fact that all Christians are priests. St.Peter speak 

ing to all Christian says, "Ye also, as lively stones, -~ 

are built up a spiritual house, an_holy priesthood, to 

offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Je- 

sus Christ." 1 Pet.2,5. "Ye are a chosen generation a 

royal _pvriesthood..... that ye should shew forth the prai- 

ses of him who hath called you out of darimess to his mar- 

vVellous light." 1 Pet.2,9. The incumbents of the mini- 

sterial office in the New ‘estament are nowhere called 

priests because of such office, consesuently the mini- 

stry is not a continuation of the Levitical priesthood. 

In the New “es ament the whole nation of telievers, the 

entire number of God's people, is a nation of pricsts. 

The priesthood of the Old Testament has for its antityne 

in tke Haw Testament the whole number of believers, not 

bhe ministry. as the priests of the Old Testament brousht 

sacrifices, so the Christian must bring spiritual sacri- 

fices, Rom:12,1,«"present):your ‘bodies a living sacrifice, 

holy, acceptable unto [o4." As the priests of the 01d 

Testament taught the peonle and proclaimed the will of 

God sé it 1s the duty of every Christian to "teach all 

nations." liatth, 28,19. The grace of God, then, and 

the commission to impart it to others is the glorious he- 

ritage of all believers, and it is ‘then the right and du- 

ty of every believer to fulfill that ‘commission. S_.Paul 

 



  

  

The Divine Gali, 35. 
doss not merely tell certain class of rpple but all 

Christians at Colossae, "Let the “ord of Christ dwell in 

you richly inpll wisdom, teaching and admonishing.one ano- 

ther," Co1.5,6. Such exercise of this authority, especial- 

ly through vrotherly admonition, is very often spoken of 

4h the New “estament. "Brethren if any of you do err fron 

the truth and one convert him, let him Imow that he which 

converteth the sinner from his way shall save a soul from 

death." James 5, 19.20. (Cf.also 1 Thess.5,11.14; Rowu.15, 

14; Eph.5,11.) Ail “hristians have the righ: and duty 

of saving souls by employing the only means by which such 

salvation can be effected, namely through the Yord of “od. 

The right of preaching then, belongs alike to all 

Christians, but this does not give every Christian the 

right to prsach publicly in the Church. The priesthood 

of all believers must not be confused with the pastoral 

ozfice. The relation of these two may be illustrated by a 

comparison with the government of the United States. (n 

our country the sovereignty lies injthe people, yet by 

no means is every citizen an officer of the government. 

So the Cyristian minister is that officer of the Church 

who exercises those powers originally vested in all 

bellevers. Although the means of grace, the only ‘reans 

‘through which salvation is brought to men, are the pro- 

perty of all believers, God has, as seen before, appoin- 

ted a special office to gminister these means publicly 
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The Divine Call. 36. 
and in the name of all. The believers transfer the func- 

tions of the priesthood to the ministry; in the same way 

that the right of government of the reople is trans- 

ferred to the officers who represent them, namely by elec- 

tion. The Smaleald Articles apply the words of 1 Pet.2,9 

in the following manner, "These woris pertain to the true 

Church, which certainly has the right to elect and ordain 

ministers since it alone has the priesthood." (Triglot- 

ta, p.525.) How docs te priesthood of all believers then 

Giffer from the office of the public ministry? 

The differences between tie priesthood of all be- 

livers and the office of the public ministry. Though the 

pricsthood of all believers and the office of the ministry 

are similar in some respe:t, they have fundamental dif- 

ferences which are not to be confused. 

They are alixe in this that bobh are forms of ~-rea- 

ching. Bjth are based on the redemption of the world thra ugh 

the blood of “Yhrist and have the spreiding of the message 

of this redenption as thdr sole object. Both presuppose ©: 

faith on the part of the messenger, - both messengers 

have experienced sin and grace. Both kinds of preaching 

are bound by the Word of God (cf.1 Pet.4,1), and both 

have divine power (cf. “om.1,16). Both kinds of preach- 

ing make certain demands on the hearer. "If he neglect 

to hear the church" (HMatth.18,17, spoken of the general 

priesthood), - "obey them that have the rule over (guide) 

 


