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The Divine Call. 30.
presentative of all bellevers in liatth.16. For the Lord
has asked the guestion, "whom say ya that 1 am?" Upon

his confession of divine truth Christ says he will

build His Church. For 1t 1s this confession which stands
as a rock lmmovabls even though individuals fall., :s shown
by the statemunt quote’ from thepoizfesion. all thoughts
that this is spoken to Peter exclusively and parsonally
arp barished when Hatth.18,15=-20 1s considered in connec-
lon with latt .16,19, for there He says, "Whatsoever 3o
sh2ll bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatso-
ever ye shall loose on carth shall be loosed in heaven."
This statement follo's the Lord's direction to go ito the
church as the final authority in church diseipline. Thus
Luther, "In diesem 18.Kapitel glossirt sich der Herr selbst,
wern er dic Schluessel hat im vorgangenen 16.Kap. in 3¢,
Petrl Ygrson geben. Sie sind allen Chpisten @eben, nicht
St.Petri Person." (Erl. 27,364.) From the fact that the
office. of:-the:keys has been given to every individual.
Christian, 1t follows that the Church, the cmmmunion of
bellevers, has the right to call such as should publicly
exerclse this office. This may be sumimed up in the words
of Klotsche, "Since the office of this ministry (of the
keys) has been given principdlly and immediately to the
Church 1t follows that the Church itself calls and aor=
dains those who shall excroise this ministry." (Klotsche -
Chrlstian ﬂsmbolic.s p.181 ff.)
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The Divine Call. ol.

If, however, thls o-ri':lee has been glven to the whole
Christian Uhurch, by what right does the local congrega-
tion exsrcise it! Though the office of the keys is given
to the whole Church, to all Cpristians, as 1s evident from
the foregoing discusslon bzsed on ~atth.18,15-18, it is
also evident that 1n practice 1t nust be e:ercised by the
local congregation, for i1f the local congregation were
not meant by the word "church" in Matth.18,17, the Savior
would have commanded an impossibility when He said, "tell
it to the church', and dssignated the church as the final
authority in Christian discipline, If the invisible church
wer mesnt here b lum\qu"l-’ﬂ- » "neglecting to hear
the chureh" would be a meaningless phrasz, and the final
step tow:rd the erring brother could not be talken. Tnat
the word HT K.:\qﬂ'a has ti:e two meanings in the New
Testament, a) the whole number of bellevers, the Ilnvisible
Church, and b) a group of people gathered about God's
word, the local congregation, 1s evident, and thers 1s no
doubt that the latter is the meaning here.

Thus we have the direct proof from Seripture that
the office of the keyshas be:n entrust:d to all bellevers
alike, &o the church as the whole number of beiievars , and
to the local copncresation as a part of the church or a
group of individual Christians,

An indirect proof that this authority belongs to
the Church we have in the picture of the whole Church as
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The Divine Call, 32,
well as the individual congregation as the Savior's bride
throughout Seripture. "I will betroth thee unto me forever;
yea, I will betroth thee unto me in rightecusness. "Hosea
2,19. "He that Hath the bride 1s the bridegroom." John 3,
29. In speaking of the relation of husbands and wives
and thelr dutias towardi each other St.Paul concludes,

"This is a great m stery: but I speak concerring Cprist
and the Church." Eph.5,352. St.Paul writing to the churech
of Corinth says, "I am jealous over you with godly jea-
lousy: for I hav: esapouscd jyou to one husband, that 4 may
present you us a chaste virgin to Christ." 2 Cor.l1,2.
Here the individual echurch or congregation is considered
the bride of “hrist. iAs the wife has guthority over the
trezsuresof thd'house, even though she submits herself

to the husband, so the bride of Christ, the Church, has
free use of the keys of thelord's house, naturally in sub-
mission to His will. Since then, the Church is the bride
of the Sa_vior, the bellevers. who make up the Church, are
proprieters of all that is in His house, also of His ser-
vants, the ministers of ti'e Word. Thus 1t is that the real
porer and authority does not rest in the hands of cer-
tain men, but in the bellevers thems:lives as StPaul

shows 1 Cor.3, 21.28, "Let no man glory in men. For all
things are yours; whether Faul, aer ipollos, or Cephas,

or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or
things to come; all are yours." Uf this relation of “prist
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The Divine Call. 33,
and the Church as husband and bride Luther writes, "Da-

rw: lasst uns auch lernen, als Christen (dile ihren Schatsg
und Herrlichkelt kennen sollen), dleser Hochzeit ruehmen,
troesten und freuen, dass wir durch Gottes Gnade zu den
hohen Ehren kommen, dasi’wi:- sind und heissen die Braut
seines Sohnes Christi....... So dwu' nun alsoseine Braut
worden bist, so hast du dle Schluessel,und bist die

Frau im Hause und #itzest in seinen himmlischen Guetern.”
(Erl.18,312,)

That the church derives tie right to c all ministers
from the fact thit she 1s the bride of Cyrist is thus
expressed by Baler, "Cul (ecclesias), postquam plantato
est, jus et facultas constituendl ministros competit.
Habet enim sibl, velut sponsae, datas a sponso Yhristo
claves regul caglorum, katth.16,18; 18,17., ideoque , gi-
gut ejus est, aperire et clandere regnum coelorum, ita
ejus est, constltuere ministros, per guos aperiat ot
alaudat." (Baler Compendium. “alther Ed.III, 689, 3,0.)

Thus if the Church is the bride of Yhrist she has
full authority in His house, also to appoint tkhe servants

or the minlsters who shall serve in 1it.

Thst the church has the divine right to call lies in
the second place in the fact that all Chrilstians are prlests
and_have the right to appoint those who are to act in
their name. That ‘the minister must have a call if he is to

hold the offlice of the public ministry, and that the call
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comes from the congregation by divine right is 'based,bn
the fact that all Christlans are priests, St.Peter speak-
ing to all Christian says, "Ye also, as lively ztones,
are bullt up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to
offer up spliritual sacrifices, acceptable to G,d by Je-
sus Christ." 1 Pet.2,5. "Ye are a chosen generation a
royal priesthoode..... that ye should shew forth the prai-
ses of him who hath callecd you out of darlness to his mar-
v-llous light." 1 Pet.2,9. Tpe incumbents of the mini-
sterial office in the New ‘estament are nowhere called
prie:zts because of such office, consesuently the mini-
stry 1s not a' continuation »f the Levitical prissthood.
In the llew “es ament the whole nation of believers, the
entire number of Uod's people, is a netion of pricsts.
The priesthood of the 0ld Testament has for i1ts antitype
in the liow Testament the whole number of bellevers, not
Ehe ministry. .is the priests of the 0ld Testament brouzht
sacrifices, so the Christian rmst bring spiritual sacrl-
fices, Romile,1,~"presentiybur ‘bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God." As the priests of the 0la
Testament taught th;e peonle and proclaimed the will of
God s6 it is the duty of every Christian to "teach all
nations.” latth, 28,19. The grace of God, then, and

the commission to impart i1t to others is the glorious he-
ritage of all bellevers, and 1t is ‘then the right and du-
ty of every believer tto fulfill that ‘commissicn . Nt.Paul
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Zas Divine Osil. 56.
doss rot merely 'I:e'.'.:l’h certain class of pepple but all
Christians at C,lossae, "Let the Word of Christ dwell in
you richly inhll wisdom, teaching and admonishing.one ano-
ther," Co0l.35,6. Such exercise of this authority, espscial-
ly through brotherlﬁr admonlition, is very often spoken of
ik the New ‘estament. "Brethren if any of you do err from

the truth and one convert him, let him know that he vhich

converteth the simmer from his way shall save a soul from
death." Jamzs 5, 19.20. (Cf.also 1 Thess.5,11.14; Ro:.15,
14; Eph.5,11.) All “Yhristians have the righ: and duty
of saving souls b; employing the only means by which such
salvation can be effected, namely through the Word of Yod.
The right of precaching then, belongs allke to all
Christians, but thls does not glve every Christian the
right to prcach publicly in the Church. The priesthood
of all bellevers must not be confused with the pastoral
oifice. The relation of these two may be illustrated by a
comparison with the government of the United States. in
our country the sovereignty lles 1n]1;he peonle, yet by
no means is every cltlzen an offlcer of the government.
8o the Cpristian minister is that officer of the Church
who ze're:l.ses those powers origlnally vested 1n all

believers. Although the means of grace, the ornly means

‘ through which salvation is brought to men, are the pro-

perty of all believers, God has, as seen before, apvoin-
ted a special office to iminister these means publicly
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ard in the name of all. The believers transfer the func-
tions of the priesthood to the ministr; in the same way
that the right of government of the reovle 1s trans-
ferred to the officers vho represent them, namely by elec-
tion. The Smalcald Artlcles apply the words of 1 Pet.2,9
in the following manner, "These wor:s pertain to the true

Church, which certainly has the right to elect and ordain

;aini sters since it alone has the priesthood."™ (Triglot-
ta, p.525.) How docs = priesthood of all believers then
differ from the offlce of the public ministry?

The diffsrences between tie priggthood of all be-
1iVers and the office of the public ministry. Though the

pri:sthood of all believers aid the office of the ministry

are similar in some respezt, they have fundamental dif-
Terences whieh are not to be confused.

They are allke in this that bobh are forms of -rea-

ching. Byth are based on the redemption of the world thr@ ugh

the blood of “hrist and have the spreiding of the message
of this redemntion as thdr sole object. Both presuppose
faith on the part of the masssenger, - both messengers
have experienced sin and grace. Both kinds of preaching
are bound by the Word of God (cf.1 Pet.4,1), and both
have divine power (cf. Hom.l,16). Both kinds of preach-
ing make certain demands on the hcarer. "If he neglect
to hear the church" (Hatth.18,17, spoken of the general
priesthood), - ."obey them that have the rule over (gulde)




