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THE DIVIHE GAI-I- OF THE OHRIS'.I.'IM HINISTER

Why could Paul tell Timothy, "If a man desire the
office of a bishop he desireth a good work"? There must
bq: a very good recason wh ¥ he mentions this office as
especlally desirable in preference to other honorable
vocations. Indeed, he did have a good reason, for Paul is
not here voicing his own personal opinion, but he is
writing what the Holy Spirit promptel him to say. It is
God himself who is here speaking. It is He vho shows us in
in His Yord why this ofiice 1s of such great value and
consequently to he deslred.

Of those who "lead the flock", i.e., the encum-
bents of the ministerial office, we read, "they watch
for your souls." liebrews 13,17. The duty of the minister,
then, 1s to care for :an's most precious possession,
his soul. Of the great value of this pessession the Lord
Himself says, "For what 1s a :an profited if he shall
gain the whole world and lose his own soul? or what shall
a man: give in exchange for his soul?" latth.16,28. This
alone would be reason enocugh why the office of the mini-
stry 1s especlally an important and workthy calling. Be-
sldss the fact, however, that the minlster has this wost
responsible duty of ca:iing for the souls of men, and con=-
secuently holds an office which is a "good work", there
is another reason why the minister of the Word must feel
that his calling is the most important occupation. He
will be convince:i of this faoct, if he realizes that the
office which he holds is a divine institution. He
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will indeed oconsider- his:'.office the greatest work, .

vhen he realizes the threefold fact, that God has crea-
ted the office of the ministry, that God has called him
into that office, and has placei him at the very place

vhere he is, to carry one His work.

I. The Divine Calling.

: Every occupation or calling is divine in a wid:r
sense. God has appointed man to labor (Gen.3,19), and
has promised His blessing upon it. Eccl.2,Z24. The calling
of the minister or pastor, however, is divine :I.?A spe-
cial sense, for the ministerial c:l ling has been defi-
nitely instituted. and establilished by God himself.

The ministry of t Word in the 01d Tes From
the earliest time the Lord has had ministers of His Word.
Yhen sin entered into the worid there aroze immediately
the necd for the :roclamation of grace, of redemption.
With this condition of sin. that need arose, and with its
continuance that need has ever continued to exist. Gyd
at first dealt with man directly. lie himself proclaimed
the first messaze of grace, of redemption through the wo-=
man's sedd, Gen.3,15. In the course of time, however, he
chos: to use instruments or means to deal with man. He cal-
led men, to whom he then conveyed His message, to carry
His Vord to man. Such messengers were called prophets.
Their duty was to speak before the people (7r° 7"’"")" =
iwe-¢fnece’ - I speak before) what God commanded them to
say. The first to whom this name prophet 1s applied is
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Abraham, Gen.20,7, though Noah even before him is called
a "preacher of righteousness." 2 Pet.2,5. We find such
prophets throughout the 0ld Testament ¢imes. Some in-
fluenced the people through their words and deeds only,
e.g. Elljah, Eqisha, etc. Others, however, also reduced
their provheciecs to writing. Thesewiltin; s have been pre-
served to us in Holy Scriptures. Jeremish was thus instrue-
ted, "write thee all the words I have spoken to thee in
a book." Jegr.30,2.

The prophets dld not inherit their office n-r did
the, receive 1t by hwian appointment, but wers chosen,
prepared, amd called by God. lioses was thus called by the
volce of God out of the burning bush, Ex.3,1-4. Sgmuel
received such a call while serving In the temple, 1 Sam,
5,1-20. In like manner the prophet Ezeklel was cormis= -
sioned, Ezek.l-3.

The prophsts had various .d.utiea. They were sent
to reprove sinners and exhort to repentance, 2 Kings 17,13,
they were placed as watchmen, Ezek.35,17, they were pas-
tors, Jer.2,8, they were preachers of Christ and his =al-
vation, Is.61,1; Luke 24,44. From these duties it is evi-
dent that they were true minlsters of the Word, Ggd's
spokesmen to the people.

Besides the prophets there were also the priests,
who were ministers of God. Jer.353,2l. The priest was,
1ike t~e prophet, CGod's representative to man, and, in a
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groater measure than the prophet, man'g representative to
God. The duties of the priccts wers mainly three: to mi=-
nister at the sanctuary before the Lord (Num.18,5), to
teach the peorle the law of God (Lev.10,11.), and to in-
quire for them the divine will by Urim and Thummin (Ex.
28,30). Of thesz three duties we are most iInterested in
the s econd, for in fulfilling that duty the prisst of
t:ie 07d Testament was a forerunner of the Wew Testament
minister of the Wyrd. Though they had these other du-
ties, Jjust this duty of the priest, of teaching, or
conveying the message of Ggd's will to man, of bearing the
message of God's grace to His fallen creature is empha-
sized in Scripture. We read, "the priest's lips should
keep Lnowledge, and they should scek the law at fis

-mouth, for he 1s a messenger of the Lord of hosts."

Mal.2,7. According to Lev.10,ll they were to be teachers,
"that ye may teach the cnildrenpf Israel all the statutes
which the Lgo~»d hath spoken unto them by the hand of io-
ses,” Instructions sre givemto the children of Israel,
Deut.24,8, "do according to all that the priests the Le-
vites shall teach you." After the return from the exile,
"Ezra the priest brought the law before the cngregation.
ecacsees and he read therein." Neh. 8,2.3.

The priést was the ordinary teacher, the prophet
the .extraord:l.nary. The prophet aften supplied the de-
ficiency of the unfalthful priesthood, e.g. when they
i
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introduced false worship into the temple and departed
from the commandments of G,d.

The sons of Aaron were called to be priests
and so the office of priest was held by memb:rs of this
family only. God did not call each prisst singly as He
dld the prophots, but thé fact that a person was a member
of the family of Auron, and wa..s able to meet certaln pl;y-
sical requirements (Lev.21,17-21), qualified him. The
priests foreshadowed the comlng kessiah in symbols and
tirpes. In this manner also they wer: ministers of the
Gospel. Tnhus both the priests andpmrpphets of the 014
Testament were ministers of the V¥ord.

The ministry of the Vord at the time of Christ, The
last of the 01d Testament prophets wasJohn the Baptist.
(cf.ial.4,5 and latt.1l1l,13.14). His was a special .eﬁll
and a special commlasion, He preached, he baptized, he
was a true minister of the Gospel. 'le hear his CGospel
messege in John 1,29, "Behold the Lamb of God, which ta-
reth away the sin of the world." With John ended the ne-
cesslty of preaching. of the liesslah to come. The ligasiah
so long foretold had made his appearance and brought sal-
vatlion,and henceforth. the preaching of ::a Word should
be a proclamation of the salvation vwhich,had effectel.
It was the Messiah himself who, made arrangements for the
apreading of the message of that salvation, for the
preaching of His Gospel.
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Christ himsélf was the true minister of the Gospel
since he was the author of 1t. Had he come into the
world, effected his salvation, given His Viord, and had
1t recorded for inen to read, l'e would have sufficlently
rranged for wan's salvation. But Gpd had promised His
people that they would always have ministers of His Werd.
"I will bring you to Zion and I will give you paato.r
ccording to mine heart, which shall feed you with know-
ledge ard understanding." Jer.3,14.15. This promise was
ot to be broken, the preacting of His Word was not to
cease, and this prophecy was fulfilled when the 0ld Tgs-
tarent ministry was follodd by the miristry of the new
dispensation. God'g people have now been brought to Zion,
the lew Testament Church (cf. Hebresws 12,22.23), and so
we have the asszurance that God will furnish the pastors.
That this promise has been fulfilled in tie Church is at-
tested b; New Testament Scriptures which show that when
Christ ascended into heaven he gave certain glfts to the
Church, "he gave some,apostlesg and some,proph:=ts; and
some, evangellats; and some, pastors and teachers." Eph.4,
11. "God hath set some in the church, first apostles,
secordarily prophets, thirdly, teachers." 1 C,r.12,28.
While on this earth the Lord himself lnstituted
the office of the Word when he chose, called, and sent
out his disciples. (John 15J8; iatth.10,1.5.) it first
they were to prezch the kingdom to the house of Israsl,
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Later they were commissioned to carry the Gospel to all
nations. latth.28,19. Besldes the twelve discinles who
received the commission to preach thejcingdom, the group
of sseventy also, which were sent out in like manner, re-
celved thut commission. ILuke 10.

The "disciprles™ or pupils, becawe "apostles', or
messergers as soon us they were sent out. 1o be an apos-
tle -‘n the strictest sense of the word it was necessary
to have been an eye-witness of some of the events in

Chrizt's life and a witness of His resurrection. ¥or this

UIS, MO.

reason katthias could be chosen to take th: place of Ju-

LO

das. Acts., &,15-26. Yaul boasts of this qualification,

CORCIA SEMINARY
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"Aam I not an anostle? Have I not seendesus Christ our

COi

=ordf" 1 Cor.9,1l.
There can be no doubt that the office of the apos-

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY

tles was a divine institution. We have bdhe clear stater:ns
of Scripturevhich tell us that Christ cilled and sent the
avostles, but can e say that this divine institution con-
tinued after the apostles vere go:.e? This questicn may

be met with a few counter questions. Does the Lord. 1i-
mit his promise in Jer. 3,15! does he say, "I will give
you pastors until the apostles have passed away"? Has He
tihue limited this Hisglft to the Church to any particu-
lar timne® Has the need for the office of the ministry
ceased to exlist? Has t:e sinful condition of man changed

and docs man no longer nzed the proclamation of God's
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grace? Would G,d who 1s so intimately concerned about
man's spiritual welfare (Ezek.33,1l) cease to supply
tho=e who are to look after that welfare? A3l of these
questions must be answerasd with an emphatic negative.

48 the apostles continued the work of Christ,: so the
successors of the apostles viere to continue the work of
the apostles, 7@ shall =ee later that the office of thes:s
successors vas as divine an institution as that of t:e
apostles themselves.

The different forms of the m:l.ni_tr-i

e mm e i Em—— e ——— e

Church, At this point a discuseion of the various means
tthereby God mads Hls w1ll known in the early Church is in
place, so thazt we may observe what forms the ministry of
the "ord assumed in thelisw Testament Church, and how it
was continued after the time of the apostles.

VWie hear of prophets also in Now Testament times.
hcts 15,32:; Eatth.18,34: 1 Cor.l4,29. These were cither
prophcts like thos: in the 01ld Testament vho had the gift
of foretelling futurc =vonts .or they may have been only
public expounders of the lord..isn e:ample of one who had
the gift of foretelling future events we have in iAgabas
(Acts 11,28) who foretold a dearth. is the main duty
of the 01d Testament prophets "as to preach the ord of
God publicly we may infer that this was also the duty the
llew Testament prophets, and the foretelling of future

events was rather an accidental than an eusent:.l.al endovw=-
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ment. Insofar as these New Testament prophets had the prin-
cipal duty to preach, to offer the “Word, they were mini-
sters of the Yord and as such have thelr successors in
the present day ministry. Insofar as they foretold fu-
ture events they hold an "extraordinary office vhich was
discontinued with the chahge of condltions. The apostle
as eyewitness, the prophetlau foreteller, the miracle wor-
ker and speaker 1in tongues belonged to a particular time,
and consequently disappeared when God no longer considered
them necessary. These were gxtraordinary offices.The
preaching of the YWord, however, was not a temporary in-
stitution. The ministry of the %Yord is necessary for all
conditions and timeg and therefore has never ceased to
exist. Just one instance that the apostles themselves
were awvare of this we find in Paul's commission to T4~
tus to ordain elders in every city. Titus 1,5. Ve notice
that Paul does not instruct Titus/to ordain men to the
extraordinary offices, but to the office of elder which,
as we shall see, was a permament office.
Another form of the ministr; in the early church
was the office of gvangellst. Fhilip and Tymothy are cal
led evangelists. Acts 21,8; 2 Tim.4,5. There were others

who\fl:ld. the work of an evangelist, but these are the only
two who'bear that title. Though all preachers of the Gos-
pel are in the true sense evangelists (T el 1oTys
a messenger of good tidings) which would include also the
apostles, this name "evangelist" i1s reserved for those

who wers not regular apostles, who were not directly
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‘called by the lLord, but who were appointed by apostles
and acted as their helpers. They were asalstants to the
apostles.S'nce the office of apostle no longer exists,
.the office of evangelist as 1t was Iimown in apostollie
‘times has also become extinct. Insofar as the evangelists
also pre.ched the Gospel, they also have thelr succes-
sors in the present day ministry of the Yord.

One of the ordinary offices of the carl; church was
that of deacscr. Tho deacons took éharge of ¢ -rtain admi-
nistrative work, especlally the care of tihe dows and -
poor, (acts 6; 1 +im.3,8-13.) Though this was their par-
ticular work, we find thatStephen, one of the seveu dea-
cong. elented by the chu:!'c';‘- of Jerusalem, also preuched.
acts 6,10,

The other names glven to New Testament forms of
preaching are pastor ( Ea'y“’f" s Eph.4,11), elder or
presbyter ( eeeBUT epos | scts 14,23; 1 Tim.5,17;
™tus 1,5 et al), teacher ( JI-JC'”“’"“S, Eph.4,11; 1
Cor.12,28; 1 Tim.2,7; 2 Tim.l,11l), and bishop or over-
seer ( émioxomos , Phil.l,1; Tit.l,7 etc.). Though
these names are all diffcrent, the office is the sams,
viz. that of pr _aching. When ¥t.Paul wrote his letter to
the Philippidns he sent greetings to the "bishops amd
deacons." Phil.l,l. He here disignates the two chief of-
fices in the church. Had thers bu:en other offices he would
hardly have omltted them, There wus no difference in the
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rank of pastor or elder and blshop as is clearly stated
in our confessions, "Jerome, therefore, teaches that it
is by human authority that the grades of bishop and el-
der or pastor are distinct.........by divine authority
the grades of bishop and pastor are not diverse." (Con-
cordia Triglotta p.523. Smalecald aArticles.) Secripture
uses these terms interchangeably. icts 20,17, "he sent
to Ephesus and called the elders ( T 6-6'/3”'!':7'6;) of
the church and when the; were come to him he said unto
theMeeas...(v.28) Take heed therefore unto the flock o-
ver which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers (meg
U"KoTi0S)." The apostle Paul exchanges these terms in
Pitus 1,5-9. ‘e gives Titus the instructions” to ordain
elderz in every city," and then glving the qualific:=tions
for that office hie continucs, "a bishop must be blameless,
etc." The name "elder" or "presbyter" had rcference to
the dignity of the office, wherszs the term "bisho;"
ref:rred more to the dutlies of the offi~e. i present day
parallel may be found in the misused term "revcrend" as a
synonyn for "pastor" though in the former instance the
ord "elder" or"presbyter" was well-chosen. The terms
"temcher" and-"pastor" rcfer to a particular phase of
that one officc which willl hereaiter be referred to as
the office of bishop. It was not until the second cen-
tury that the offlce o:l‘.‘- bishon and elder became two
distinetly separate offices.
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The duty of the bishops, those who w=re to contime

the work of the apostles, was to care for the flock of God
(Acts 20,28), to watch in behalf of souls, admonishing,
encouraging, and suoporting (1 Thess.5,14), to labor. in
the word and doctrine (1Tim.5,17). These bishops held the
office of the mirlatry of the ord without an immediate
call from God. They hzd received their call from God,
through an appointment by men. It is to be noted that the
apostles did not appoint men to tuke their place as apo-
stles as iatthias was chosen to take the place of Judas,
but tolonly succeed them in their work. Tpat work for
which the apostles ordained succes:=orz had always exlsted,
and shnce 1t is that work in which God 1s so vitally in-
tercsted, the care of men's souls, He himself saw to 1t
that 1t was continued aiter the time of the apostles. The
office of bishop, then, which these successors held was
no less divine tnan the apostollic office itself for it

1s to the eld=rs, though they had no immedlate call from
the Lord, that these words of Ncripture are addressed,
"take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the
flock, over the wiich the Holy Ghost hath made pou over-
seers, to feed the church of God." Acts 20,28. According
to Eph.4,11 the Lord not only gave apostles to the echumch
but also pastors and teachers. Can 1t be denled on the
basis of these passage that the office of the ministry
continued to be a divine institution after the apostles




had passed away?

The office of the_ __euent d minlisiry is a divine

e

calling. When the Lo:d was about to ascend to heaven Hg
said to His followers gathered sbout Hym, "Go ye and teach

all nations......teachlng them to observe all things
wvhatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with you al-
vay, even unto the end of the world." Here he gave the
command to all Christians to preach the Gospel. Here
he instituted the office of preaching the Vord for all
times 28 can be seen from his concluding statemsnt. This
cannot apply to those only to whom he was speaking for
they Aid not live untlil the end of the world. Just how
this office 1s to be carrked out in practice at the pre-
sent time we shall see lzter, suffice it to say herejthat
all Christians were made messengers of the gospel and
the office of preaching the "iord was here instituted for
all times by these wor:'s of the Lord,

In like mammer the office of the izeys has becn
-iven to all_ Christians, to the entire Church. "If thy
brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his
fault between thee and him alone: 1f he shall hoar thee,
theu hast gained bhy brother. But if he will not hear
thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the
mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be estab-
lished. And if he neglect to hear them, tell it unto the
church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be
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unto thee as an heathenand a publican. Verily I =ay unto
you, Vhutsoever ye shall bind on earth sball be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven." iiatth.18,15-18. This passage canmnot
possibly refer to the disciples oniy because of such
terms as "thy. brother" and "the church." "Thy brother" is
a genereal term and so this 1s to be applied to all Chris-
tians, not only to the disciples. "The Churcy" here refeor-
red to, is the local congregation. Davis defines the word

"ecelesia" herc used as "an organized comrunity aclmow-

as
ledging the Iord Jesus Christ,their suprems ruler, and meet-

ing statedly or as opportunitses offer for religious wor-
ship." (Dictionary of the Bible, p.l4l.) Tpis definition
might be modified in this that the "organization" is not
esscntial to A4 Christisn congregation. The "church" of
Hatthew 18,17 or congregation, might more accurately be
definzd as an asserbly of:-Christians of a locality who
in brothe:r.--ly cormmnion ga‘.ther about God's Viord and Sgc-
raments to exerclse the rights and dutles which, through
the work of Christ, have been given to all Uhristians,
8.g. establishing of the minlistry, exercise of church
discipline, etc. )
It is evident thatkatthew 18,15-18 contains a generd
comnission to the whole church of bellevers, to all congre-
gations. But if the preaching of the Word and the office
of the keys have been given to the whole church, to all
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bellevers, how can we say that the office of the mini-
stry as it 1s found with us today, excercised by certain
indiwviduals in the ioeal congregation 1s a divine institu-
tion? Since the preaching of the YWord 1s an ordinance
of God, as has already been zeen, would the manner in which
it is eamiedﬁetraet in any way from lts divinity. gy
long €8 1t continues to be a preaching of the Viord? if
the president or head of an arganization would give an
orier to the body and the body would delegate the duty
of carrylng out the orderlto one "an or a group of men,
would the ordinance thus carrled out cease to be the or-
dinance of the head, bacause it wus carried out by a few
individuals and not by every member of the organization?
I= the office of the minlstry, then, less God's institu-
tion bececause the church to whom He has glven this in-
skitutlor has delegated.ertain men to carry out these
His plans, ard peF¥form those dutles which His plans in-
clude in the hame of the church which cannot as a whole
church perform them, as will bs shown later?

Luther shows that since the Lord has told us Hatth.
23,8, "One is your master, even Christ; and all ye are bre-
thren," we are all equal, have the same right, and there-
fore the same right of preaching the Word. It 1s then the
only possible arrangement which does not mlilitate against
this statem:nt of the L,rd that those to whom this divine
institution has been glven should delegate such to carry
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1t out who have the commnon approval. (Sendschreiben an den
Rath und Gemeine der Stadt Prag.l1523).

But not only is the ministry a divine institution
because the divine commisslion to preach the ¥Word which lns
been given to all Christians has been trsnsforred to cer-
tain individuzls who carry out ti'is commission in the name
of all., God has also expr:8ssly commsnded in His W, rd that
the public ministry of the Word is to be established. It
is not left up to the pleasure of the Christians whether
or not they wish to sstablish this mini=try wvhich shall
function in thelr behalf, but 1t is thelr duty, for Scrip-
ture expressly communds thstregular ministers of the Ygrd
ve appoint:-d. St.Paul instructs Timothy, "the things that
thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall bs able to teach others
also. 2 Tim.2,2. The office of the minlstry did not origil-
nate in the congregations, but was establish d by the com-
m:nd of the apostles of Christ, and thus by the Lord's
own command. Writing to Titus St.Paul says, "For this
causze left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in
order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders
in every city, as I had appointzd thee." Tit.1l,5. In-
structing Titus to estabiish the ministry in the congre-
gations of Crete, he calls the lack of this office in
these places "something wanting", or more accurately,
"something left undone". St.Paul speaking b; command of
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the Holy spirit shows Titus that the ministry 1s to be
established wherever there is a Christian congregation.
This 1s not a suggestlion of the apostle but a command,
"as I had anpointed thee." The office of t:e ministry is
then a divine institution because it also has the divine
comnand,

That this 1s the doctrine of the Luthe~-an Cnurch
that the minlistry as it 1s found with us today 1s a divins

. ordinance can be seen from thls statement of the Confes-

sions, "for the ministry 6f the 7ord has God's command
end glorious promises, Rom.1l,16..... For the Church has
the command to appoint ministers." (Apology “.V. Art. XIII.
iriglotta 31l1l.) From this statemant we see that the mini-
stry is considercd « dlvine institutiom becaus=e it has
the divine command. That 1t is consider:d a dlvine insti-
tution bececause the Church has recelved the general com=
mand to prsach, and holds the power of the keys, and there-
fore has the authority to delegate this commission and
power to those whom 1t choozes=, is seen from the follow-
ing excerpt, "For wherever the Church is, there is the
command to administer the Gospel. Therefore it 1s neces-
sary for the Church to retain the authority to call,
elect, and ordain ministers." (Smaleald irticles. Trig-
lotta 5235.)

That this public office has been given to the Church
for all times is plainly evlident from the statement in
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St.Paul's letter to the Ephesians, "Unto us is given

grace according to the measure of the gift of Cihrist. c...
“ihen he ascenddd upon high he led captivity c.ptive, and

gave gifts to men:" #ph.4,7.8.11. In enumerating some

of these glfts the apostle continues, "he gave some, apo-
stles: and some, prophets; and some, evange.lsts; and some,
pastors and teachers:; for the perfecting of the sailnts, -
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the

body of Christ." Eph.4,11.12. Surely this is proof e-
nough that the ministry us 1t existed after the apos-

tles' time was a divine 1lnstitution, was Christ!'g gift

to the Church, and so thls office will continue to be

a divine gift or institution as long as the Church conducts
it according to the principles offdcripture. The ministry
of the “ord is then not a temporary institution of G,4,

but 7as meant for all times,"all things are of ‘G,d, who
hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath
glven us the ministry of reconciliation.™ 2 Cor.5,18. Here
we are told that the ministry of the reconclliation is a
glft of God, and as the reconciliation which Christ has
effected holds good for &l 1l times, so the ministry of

that reconciliation 1s also a permament divine institution.
This is also evident from a comparison of the apostolate
with the ministry of the Yord which-succeeded 1t, or the
present ministry of the ‘‘ord.

The present ministry of the Word and the avostolate.
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are essentially the same, Are the present ministry of the
Word and the apostolate to bs considered equlivalents? If
they z=re essentlally the some then what Scriptures s=ay of
the one nay be applied to the other,.The apostolate is
termed a "miniatry", Acts 1,25, "that he (Matthlas) may
take part of this ministry and apostleship." That the pre-
sent day ministry is a divinely intended continuation of
the apostolute can be seen from t:e instructions which
the Lord glves the apostles in Iuke 12. T, Peter's gues-
tion, "Lord speukest thou this parable unto us, or even to
all?" (Luke 12,41), He docs not glve a definite answer
but replies with another question, from which the disci-
ples were to gather the carrect answer, "to you first of
all as stewards but generally to all servants in my
houze", .for he adds, "plessed 1s that servant, whom his
lord when he cometh shall find so doing."” (v.43). Sure-
ly this last rerark indicates that th e Lord intended
that there should bs successors of the apostles in thelr
vork until he should come again.

The apostles and thelr successors are often placed
on the same level in ocriptures. This Paul, an apostle,
places himself on the par with Apollos, 1 Cor.4,1.6, "Let °
a man so account o!;hs as of ministers ofChrisk, and
stewards of the mysteries of God...... ind these things,
brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and
to apollos for your s?kea.“ St.Paul calls Tychicus "a
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7. Peter, though he 1s an apostle, calls himself an elder
1 Pet.5,1, "The elders which are among you i ezhort,
who am also an elder.," v
The apostolate and the minlstry which succeeded the
apostolate are esscntially the same for the reason that
they hauve the same task, letor, an apostle 1_1'.016. to
"feed" Christ's sheep (John 21,17), and he himself tells
the clders the successors of the apostles, that theirs
1s this same task to "fecd the flock of God..: 1l Pet.5,2.
The purpose or end of the apostolate and the ministy
which followed is the same, to bring people to faith and
thus to salvation. St.Paul writes to the Corinthians,
"Who then is Paul (an apostle), and who is Apollos (a
1 Cor.3,5.
The Lord through the apostles haslald down the

successor) but ministers b; whom ye believed.'

gualifications and dutlgs of those who should follow

themn. Paul definitely outlines these gqualifications, 1

Tim. 35,2-7. Hg thers states that a bishop must be "blame-

less,; ... of good behavior, ... glven to hospitality, apt

to teach, ..... must have a good report of them which are

without." According to Hebrews 13,7.1% they should speak

the Word of God and wateh for souls. By sound doctrine

they were to exhort and convince the galnsayers. Ti1t.l,9.
St.Paul was placed in tiie office of the ministry

as a preacher by the Lord himself, "whereunto I am appoin-
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ted (Acts 9, c¢f.15) a preacher, and an apostle, and a tea-
cher". 2 Tim.l,11l. He shows that Timothy holds his office
by divine appointment, "This charge 1 commit unto thee,
sodﬂimothy, according to the prophecigs virich went before
on thee" (1 Tym. 1,18), and he commissions Timothy to or-
dain others for the =ame office, "And the things that thou
has heard of me among iany wlitnesses, the same cormit
thou to falthful men, who shall be Able to teach others
also." 2 Tim.2,2. Thus St.Paul shows that.between the of-
fice wihich he himself held and the office wnich Timothy
should commit to others th-re wasm essentlal diffsrence.
The Lord in His VWord gives rules for the relation
of ministers of the Word and Christians, inatructions
which apply to all times, and He shows that He considers
the transgression of these rules as sin and worth; of pu-
nishment. "Obey them that have the rule over you, and sub-
mit yourselves: for they watch for your souls as they that
must give account, that they may do it with Jjoy, and not
with grief for that is u_n_%a‘blg_t;mn Hebrewe
13,17. If the ministry herc referred to would have b:en a
mere hyman institution, the Lord would not bave consi-
dered 1t a sin if it wvas desplsed. The same thought 1is
expressed Gal .6,6.7, "Let him that is taught in the word
conmunicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.
Be not deceived; G,d is not mocked; for whatsoever a

man soweth, that shall he also reap."”
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To summerige:
The ministry as 1t 1s found with us today
and the apostolate are essentially ths same for the fol-
lowing rcasons: The Lord designates the present-day mini-
stry as a diviﬂély inténded continuation of the avosto-
late, the successors are placed on tiie same level with the

apostles themselves, both the ministry and the apostolate

.hnve the sume task and purnose, : the apostles ldentify

their office including its qualifications and duties
with that of thoss who succeeded them, and finally,

the Lord himself eonsiders the office of the =inistry as
it existad after the aroztolate of equal Importance by
demanding respect and obedlence toward 1t.

From the foregoing discussion it 1s seen that the
ministerial calling as such, also at the present time is
a divine institution, having originated with prlests and
proé;ts of the 0ld Testament, then continued by the insti-
tution of the arostolate by Christ himself which hss a
divinely intended continuance in the present day minitry
which essentially is not different from the office which
the apostles themselves held.

Quenstedt summarizes very fittingly why the public
ministry is a divine ordinance, why the ministerial callig
is a divine institution, not only in the 01d Testament,
and apostolic time but for all ages. He says: "Deus est

auctor ministeriis
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I. promittendo doctores eccleslae, Jer.3,15; 23,4;

Joel £,23;
II. dando, quod promisit, 1 Cor.12,28; 2 Cor.5,18;
III. conservando ministerium usque ad consummationem
saecull, Eph.4,11;
IV. ipso docendli munere fungendo, Hgb.l,1l:
V. doctores ecclesiae necessariis donis instru-
endo, 2 Cor.3,5."
(Theol. :|.d.pot:|i{°from Hoeneke Dogmatik IV, 368, p.l76).
How that, ministerial callirg is a divine institu-
tlon, how 1s this divine ordlinance carried out today and
how can one inow at the present time when he is holding
this divinely instituted office, “hen he 1s pursuing
the calling ordained by God® The ansrer is, he must
have a dlvine call,

D Cal

Necessity of g call. To detcrmine whether a person
is holding that divinel; instlituted office in the church
today we may compare him with those who held that office
in the 0ld Testam:nt and Apostoliec times of which the pre-
sent office 1s a contimatlon. How dlid tie prophets know
when the; had a right to take upon themselves the ministry
of the Viord? We hear the answer in Jer.23,21, "I have not
gsent these prophcts yet they ran, I have not apoken fo
them yet theqbropheied.“ .;lgnin, "The Word of the Lord came
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unto me, Before I :i:‘ormed thee in the belly I lmew thee;
and before thou cames forth out of the womb I sancti=
fied thee and I ordained thee a proohet unto the nations.”
Jer.l,4-5. Isalah tells us why he assumed this office in
these words, "I heard the voice of thdlord saying..... and
he sald, go." I8.6,8.9. It 1s clear from theze .assages
that a man became a prophet when God galled him., Thus apo=-
stles were called by the Savior himself, ligtth.l0,5-7.

Of New lestament preachs-s in gencral we read, "now

siall they przach except they be gent?" Rom.l0,15. Tne
sare t‘nfpg applics to the nresent ministby that applied

to the priesthood of the 0ld Testament, "no man taketh
this honor unto himself, but he. that 1s called by G.d,

u8 wae saron." Hebrews 5,4. It is the call, then, that
makes the minister of the VWord, whether in the 0Old Testa-
ment when God called immedilately (vocatio immediata, e.g.
1 hings 17,2; Is.6,8; Ezek.6,2), or in the New Testament
when the Savior called and sent out His apostles (Matth.
10,1; Liark 3,14), or in the apostolic and early Church
(icts 20,28), or in the Churchbf todayhen the Lord no
longer calls dircctly but through a mediate call.

" The call of the present day minister. If the pre-
gent day call is a medlate call what eans does God
employ in such a call, and how can the minister recognize
such a call as divine? What 1s the call into the mini-
stry today? This is the question whose answer we shall




. -

Tpe Divne Call. 25.

now seek.

Very frequently a distinetion i1s made between the
inner and the axtiernal call, the former usually being
preparatory to the latter.

The inner call may be consid:red that inner urge
brought about by the love for the Savior which prompts
a person to become a minlster of His Word. This call may
be brought about by various influences, perhaps the sug-
gestion of the pastor, teacher, or parents, perhaps some
eritical point in one's life, perhaps the effect .of some
Sorinture passage or some scrmon, In every case it 1is
brought about by the work of the *oly Ghost through the
Word. Such an inner urge for the minlstry should never be
lacking altogether as 1s indicated by the words of St.Paul,
"If a man seeketh the office of the bisho he dasirath a
good work," 1 Tim.3,1l. This immer urge 1s not felt alike
by all., For some such an imner call may take place at an
exact moment so that such a person can point to the exact
tidn vhen he received the call,-others can not do so. The
matter of the inner call 1s very much ll:e the mtter of
conversion. Though some can point to an exact tiine when
they learn-ed to know the Savior, others cannot do‘:o.
yet those who are not able to zoint to the exact moment
when they were turned to Chri s'i'. avay from sin are no
less converted than those who can. In the same mannar

those who remember having received such an inner call
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at a particular time are no more divinelyﬁalled than those
who have a certain deslire for the office’but one which has
come to them gradually or at least unnoticed. Syme may
recelve such an Iinner call very early in life which wiil
then prompt them to begin the preparation for ﬁhe.orrioe,
for others such a desire may not be felt until after they
have studied for a tlme, others may expsrience thst urge
when the; are confronted with the external call of the
church, and there are instances of stlll others wio re-
ceived the desire for the office only after they had.
been in tlie active ministry for some time.That such who
have no desire vhutsoever for the minlistry should seek
some other occupation is evident from 1 Peter 5,1.2,

"the eld rs which are among you I exhorte...... Feed the
flock of God which 1s among you, taking the oversight

thereof, not by constralnt, but willingly; not for filthy
lucre, but of a ready mind."

church 1s also necessary. Though the inner call 1s nece=-
sary for the proper zeal and effort in the work, yet it
alone is not sufficlent to authorize one to take up the
woriz of the pubiic ministry,-as 1s the teaching of the
Juakers, Socinians, and §oirituallsts,-for besides this
heartfelt conviction that it is the Lord'g will that he
should serve Him in this holy office, the minister must
also have a call from the church wllch he 1s to serve.
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Gerhard expresses the proper relation of the two
calls very clearly thus. "Concedimus, DUeum interno im-
pulsy at afflatu guibusdnm' hune animum inspirare, ut nul-
la periculorum at difficultatum ratione habita ministe-
rium eccleslasitcum suselplant, quo pertinet arcanus 1l-
le lmpetus, quo ad sacrum theologlae studium quidam ferun=-
tur; concedimus etlam, reguirl ommnino a ministro, ne vel
avaritia, vel ambltione, vel ulla alia vitiosa cupldi-
tete allectus, sed sincero Deo amore et aedificandae ec-
clegslae studlo ductus oblatum runus ecelesiasticum reci-
plat, quos affectus utrosque laude vel maxime dignos,
sl guls arcanam vocatlonem sano sensu appelare velit, non
admodum repugnarms; interim tamen monemus, primo, ob in-
ternam sive arcanam 'ﬂlam vocationem neminem d-bers par-

2t solemnis vocatlo, ne anabaptisticis confisionibus
at enthusiasticls revolutionibus fores ape?lantur. (Ger-

hard, Locli Theologicl, de liinisterio Ecclesiatico, par.
75, p.48.)

Thus our Confcssions declare, "Of Ecclesiastical
Order they teach that no one should publicly teach in
the Church or administer the Sacraments unlesshe be re-
gularly called " (Augsburg Confession art. XIV, Trig-
lotta p.49.) As statzd, such a regular external call must
come from the c-urch, and without it no person has
the right to assume the'office of the public ministry.
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By what right, then, has the Church the divine authority
to call,~how can the minlster know that a call which he
receives from the Christian congragation i1s divine?

Ihe congregation has the right to lssue such an ex-
ternal call. The ertlre divine right, authority, and duty
of the Church to call ministers and consequently the @livin-

ity of the call lies in the first place in the fact that

16,1eff; Eatth.18,15 £f. YWe quote the words of our con-
feszlons: to show the church's peasession of the office
of the keys on the basis of these passages. "In all these
passages (iatth.16,18 £f; John 21,15) Feter 1s the repre-
sentative of the entire assembly of apostles (and does
nots speak for himself alone, but for all the apostles), as
appears from the text itself, For Christ asks rot Pater
alone, but says: Whom do ye say that T am? ind what 1s
horz said (to Peter alone) in the singular number: I

will give unto thee the keys: and whatsoever thou shalt

bind, etc., 1is elsevhere expressed (to thelr entire num-
ber), in the plural iatth.18,18: \‘hosescever sins yg re-
mit, etc. These words testify that the keys are given allis
to all apostles, and that all the apostles are alike
sent forth (to preach).

"Tn addition to this, it 1s necessary to acknowledge
that the keys belong not to the peson of one particular
man, but to the church, as many most clear and firm argu-
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ments testify. F,r Christ, speaking concernring the koys
atth.18,19, adds: If two or thrcse of you 'Shall sgree on
garth, etc. Thercfore he grants the keys principally and
:I.:n:nedia‘l;‘;l.y %o the Church, Just as also for this reason
the Church has principally the right of calling. (For
Just as the promise of the Gospel belongs certainly and
imnediately to the entire Church, so the keys belong im-
mediately to the entire Church, because the keys are no-
thing else than the office whereby this promise is comm-
nicated to every one who desires it, Just as it 1s ac-
tunlly manifest (Latin - for this reascn) that the Church
has the power to ordain ministers of the Church. ind
Christ speaks in these wor:is’ Whatsoever ye shall bind,
etc., and indicates to whom He has gilven th*:eya, namely

to the Church: Yhere two or three or three are gatherad
tosether in my name. Likewlse Christ glves supreme and

final jurisdiction to the Church; when Hg says: Tell 1t
unto the Church.)" (Smalecald irticles, Priglotta, p.51l.).
It is thus evident from Scripture that the keys of the

kingdom of heaven belong to all bellevers,and conseguent-
ly all bellevers ordinarily have the right to exesrcise
them. This power of the keys is defined by ourjSymbols
as "a power or commandment of Yod, bo preach the Gospel,
to remit and retain sins, and to administer Sacraments.”
(A.C.Art XXVIII, Triglotta p.85.)

This office of the eys was given to reter as ra-
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presentative of all bellevers in liatth.16. For the Lord
has asked the guestion, "whom say ya that 1 am?" Upon

his confession of divine truth Christ says he will

build His Church. For 1t 1s this confession which stands
as a rock lmmovabls even though individuals fall., :s shown
by the statemunt quote’ from thepoizfesion. all thoughts
that this is spoken to Peter exclusively and parsonally
arp barished when Hatth.18,15=-20 1s considered in connec-
lon with latt .16,19, for there He says, "Whatsoever 3o
sh2ll bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatso-
ever ye shall loose on carth shall be loosed in heaven."
This statement follo's the Lord's direction to go ito the
church as the final authority in church diseipline. Thus
Luther, "In diesem 18.Kapitel glossirt sich der Herr selbst,
wern er dic Schluessel hat im vorgangenen 16.Kap. in 3¢,
Petrl Ygrson geben. Sie sind allen Chpisten @eben, nicht
St.Petri Person." (Erl. 27,364.) From the fact that the
office. of:-the:keys has been given to every individual.
Christian, 1t follows that the Church, the cmmmunion of
bellevers, has the right to call such as should publicly
exerclse this office. This may be sumimed up in the words
of Klotsche, "Since the office of this ministry (of the
keys) has been given principdlly and immediately to the
Church 1t follows that the Church itself calls and aor=
dains those who shall excroise this ministry." (Klotsche -
Chrlstian ﬂsmbolic.s p.181 ff.)
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If, however, thls o-ri':lee has been glven to the whole
Christian Uhurch, by what right does the local congrega-
tion exsrcise it! Though the office of the keys is given
to the whole Church, to all Cpristians, as 1s evident from
the foregoing discusslon bzsed on ~atth.18,15-18, it is
also evident that 1n practice 1t nust be e:ercised by the
local congregation, for i1f the local congregation were
not meant by the word "church" in Matth.18,17, the Savior
would have commanded an impossibility when He said, "tell
it to the church', and dssignated the church as the final
authority in Christian discipline, If the invisible church
wer mesnt here b lum\qu"l-’ﬂ- » "neglecting to hear
the chureh" would be a meaningless phrasz, and the final
step tow:rd the erring brother could not be talken. Tnat
the word HT K.:\qﬂ'a has ti:e two meanings in the New
Testament, a) the whole number of bellevers, the Ilnvisible
Church, and b) a group of people gathered about God's
word, the local congregation, 1s evident, and thers 1s no
doubt that the latter is the meaning here.

Thus we have the direct proof from Seripture that
the office of the keyshas be:n entrust:d to all bellevers
alike, &o the church as the whole number of beiievars , and
to the local copncresation as a part of the church or a
group of individual Christians,

An indirect proof that this authority belongs to
the Church we have in the picture of the whole Church as
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well as the individual congregation as the Savior's bride
throughout Seripture. "I will betroth thee unto me forever;
yea, I will betroth thee unto me in rightecusness. "Hosea
2,19. "He that Hath the bride 1s the bridegroom." John 3,
29. In speaking of the relation of husbands and wives
and thelr dutias towardi each other St.Paul concludes,

"This is a great m stery: but I speak concerring Cprist
and the Church." Eph.5,352. St.Paul writing to the churech
of Corinth says, "I am jealous over you with godly jea-
lousy: for I hav: esapouscd jyou to one husband, that 4 may
present you us a chaste virgin to Christ." 2 Cor.l1,2.
Here the individual echurch or congregation is considered
the bride of “hrist. iAs the wife has guthority over the
trezsuresof thd'house, even though she submits herself

to the husband, so the bride of Christ, the Church, has
free use of the keys of thelord's house, naturally in sub-
mission to His will. Since then, the Church is the bride
of the Sa_vior, the bellevers. who make up the Church, are
proprieters of all that is in His house, also of His ser-
vants, the ministers of ti'e Word. Thus 1t is that the real
porer and authority does not rest in the hands of cer-
tain men, but in the bellevers thems:lives as StPaul

shows 1 Cor.3, 21.28, "Let no man glory in men. For all
things are yours; whether Faul, aer ipollos, or Cephas,

or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or
things to come; all are yours." Uf this relation of “prist
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and the Church as husband and bride Luther writes, "Da-

rw: lasst uns auch lernen, als Christen (dile ihren Schatsg
und Herrlichkelt kennen sollen), dleser Hochzeit ruehmen,
troesten und freuen, dass wir durch Gottes Gnade zu den
hohen Ehren kommen, dasi’wi:- sind und heissen die Braut
seines Sohnes Christi....... So dwu' nun alsoseine Braut
worden bist, so hast du dle Schluessel,und bist die

Frau im Hause und #itzest in seinen himmlischen Guetern.”
(Erl.18,312,)

That the church derives tie right to c all ministers
from the fact thit she 1s the bride of Cyrist is thus
expressed by Baler, "Cul (ecclesias), postquam plantato
est, jus et facultas constituendl ministros competit.
Habet enim sibl, velut sponsae, datas a sponso Yhristo
claves regul caglorum, katth.16,18; 18,17., ideoque , gi-
gut ejus est, aperire et clandere regnum coelorum, ita
ejus est, constltuere ministros, per guos aperiat ot
alaudat." (Baler Compendium. “alther Ed.III, 689, 3,0.)

Thus if the Church is the bride of Yhrist she has
full authority in His house, also to appoint tkhe servants

or the minlsters who shall serve in 1it.

Thst the church has the divine right to call lies in
the second place in the fact that all Chrilstians are prlests
and_have the right to appoint those who are to act in
their name. That ‘the minister must have a call if he is to

hold the offlice of the public ministry, and that the call
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comes from the congregation by divine right is 'based,bn
the fact that all Christlans are priests, St.Peter speak-
ing to all Christian says, "Ye also, as lively ztones,
are bullt up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to
offer up spliritual sacrifices, acceptable to G,d by Je-
sus Christ." 1 Pet.2,5. "Ye are a chosen generation a
royal priesthoode..... that ye should shew forth the prai-
ses of him who hath callecd you out of darlness to his mar-
v-llous light." 1 Pet.2,9. Tpe incumbents of the mini-
sterial office in the New ‘estament are nowhere called
prie:zts because of such office, consesuently the mini-
stry 1s not a' continuation »f the Levitical prissthood.
In the llew “es ament the whole nation of believers, the
entire number of Uod's people, is a netion of pricsts.
The priesthood of the 0ld Testament has for i1ts antitype
in the liow Testament the whole number of bellevers, not
Ehe ministry. .is the priests of the 0ld Testament brouzht
sacrifices, so the Christian rmst bring spiritual sacrl-
fices, Romile,1,~"presentiybur ‘bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God." As the priests of the 0la
Testament taught th;e peonle and proclaimed the will of
God s6 it is the duty of every Christian to "teach all
nations.” latth, 28,19. The grace of God, then, and

the commission to impart i1t to others is the glorious he-
ritage of all bellevers, and 1t is ‘then the right and du-
ty of every believer tto fulfill that ‘commissicn . Nt.Paul
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doss rot merely 'I:e'.'.:l’h certain class of pepple but all
Christians at C,lossae, "Let the Word of Christ dwell in
you richly inhll wisdom, teaching and admonishing.one ano-
ther," Co0l.35,6. Such exercise of this authority, espscial-
ly through brotherlﬁr admonlition, is very often spoken of
ik the New ‘estament. "Brethren if any of you do err from

the truth and one convert him, let him know that he vhich

converteth the simmer from his way shall save a soul from
death." Jamzs 5, 19.20. (Cf.also 1 Thess.5,11.14; Ro:.15,
14; Eph.5,11.) All “Yhristians have the righ: and duty
of saving souls b; employing the only means by which such
salvation can be effected, namely through the Word of Yod.
The right of precaching then, belongs allke to all
Christians, but thls does not glve every Christian the
right to prcach publicly in the Church. The priesthood
of all bellevers must not be confused with the pastoral
oifice. The relation of these two may be illustrated by a
comparison with the government of the United States. in
our country the sovereignty lles 1n]1;he peonle, yet by
no means is every cltlzen an offlcer of the government.
8o the Cpristian minister is that officer of the Church
who ze're:l.ses those powers origlnally vested 1n all

believers. Although the means of grace, the ornly means

‘ through which salvation is brought to men, are the pro-

perty of all believers, God has, as seen before, apvoin-
ted a special office to iminister these means publicly




The Divine Call, 36.
ard in the name of all. The believers transfer the func-
tions of the priesthood to the ministr; in the same way
that the right of government of the reovle 1s trans-
ferred to the officers vho represent them, namely by elec-
tion. The Smalcald Artlcles apply the words of 1 Pet.2,9
in the following manner, "These wor:s pertain to the true

Church, which certainly has the right to elect and ordain

;aini sters since it alone has the priesthood."™ (Triglot-
ta, p.525.) How docs = priesthood of all believers then
differ from the offlce of the public ministry?

The diffsrences between tie priggthood of all be-
1iVers and the office of the public ministry. Though the

pri:sthood of all believers aid the office of the ministry

are similar in some respezt, they have fundamental dif-
Terences whieh are not to be confused.

They are allke in this that bobh are forms of -rea-

ching. Byth are based on the redemption of the world thr@ ugh

the blood of “hrist and have the spreiding of the message
of this redemntion as thdr sole object. Both presuppose
faith on the part of the masssenger, - both messengers
have experienced sin and grace. Both kinds of preaching
are bound by the Word of God (cf.1 Pet.4,1), and both
have divine power (cf. Hom.l,16). Both kinds of preach-
ing make certain demands on the hcarer. "If he neglect
to hear the church" (Hatth.18,17, spoken of the general
priesthood), - ."obey them that have the rule over (gulde)
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you" (Hebrews 13,17, spoken of the public ministry).
Both the'fp-.-blic ministry and the general priesthood have
the same end, the salvation of sous.

The public ministry, however, differs from the spi-
ritual prisesthood of all believerz in the followlng points:
The public minister rust posscss certain specilal gualil-
ties (cf 1 Tim.3,1-7; Titus 1,B857), especially the apti-
tude to teach. "The same (that which Timothy had received)
commit tho_u to falthful men, who shall be able to teach
others also." 2 Tim.2,2. The ministers of ‘the Word have
the care of the "whole flock" which has been entrusted
to hia (Acts 20,28), whercas the Christian, the spiri-
tual »nrizst, has no specific charge. The Christian is to
live by me:ns of his worldly occupation, whereas the mini-
ster 1s to "live of the gospel" (1 Yor.9,14.), and keep
out of earthly affairs. (CPf. 2 Tim.2,4.) Tne maln 4if-
ference. however, between the spiritual priesthood and the
o”fice of the public ministry lles in the fact that, where-
as all beligvers havs a general oall, the minister of the

gospel must huve a speclal cali.
Not everybody is to f£ill the office of the minlstry,

for to what disord:r that would lead 1s easily lmagined,
and Seripture expressly linstructs that everyt ing is to be
done decently and in order. 1 Cor.14,40. That all are not
to be public teachers is evident from the words of James,
"y brethren be not many masters (Greek - 'teachers!).”
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James 3,1. For this office a special call isnecessary, -
"How shall they preach except they be gsent." Rom.10,15,
“yuther distinguishes the priesthood of all believers from
the office of the public m nistry inthe following manner,
"Es ist wahr, alle Christen sind Priester; aber nicht alle
Pfarrer, Denn ueber :as, dass er Christen uxd Priester
ist, muss er auch ein Amt undein befohlen Kirchspiel ha-
ben. Der Beruf und Befehl macht Pfarrer und Prediger."
Erl,.39,255.)

Every Christian 1s a preacher or teacher, missio=»
nary, in the world at large and advisor of his brother,
but to be pastor oa congregation he must be called b; God
through the congregation which he 1s to serve. Though the
moans of grace ure the propverty of all bel!.eve_rs, God has
for the sake of ord:r, appolnted a special ministry to ad-
minister these means in the name of all. Does it not
follow that the public minister must $hen bz authorized
by those in whose name he 1s to act? As long as there is
no congregation, us long as this administsation is not :
done publicly, in the name of others, every Uhristian has
the perfect right to exerclise the office of the keys
and the fusctions of the priesthood originally vestzsd in
all believers, is soon as there is a congregation, how-
ever, those who interi@ to administer these mesns publicly
st be called by those 1n Whose name they are to admini-
ster them. Though all Christians have this power, only
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those vho are appolnted by the congregation are to exer-
clise that power. Luther expresses it, "wern er (a Uhris-
tian): ist an dem Ort, da keirChristen Sind, da darf er
keins andors Berufs, denn dass er eln Christ is.......aufs
snder, wenn er aber ist, da Christen sind, dis mit ihm
gleliche liacht und Recht haben, da soll cr sich selbst
night hervor tun, sondern sich berufen und hervor ziehen
lassen, dass er gn dtatt und Befehl der andern predige
und lehre." (Erl.22,148.)

The necesslty for such an arrangement for the sake
of order is evident. Luther expresse$ it, "man muss einen
Diencr haben Denn wenn dle ganze Gemeinde wollte hin-
fallen und taeufen, so moechten sie wohl das Kind er-
sacufen, denn es gingen wohl tausend Haende danach. Das
tagte ganz nichts. Darum muss man einen Djener haben, der
solches pflege anstatt der Gemeinde." (Baler Uomp.p.692 -
Postil Eccles.XI, 307059.) Leyser compares the church to
a republic. Since the people of ; republic have a common
right amd equal libarty, they elect thelr representatives,
for the sake of ordsr, to whom they then commit the au-
thority originally vested 1ﬂ#hem. These reopresentatives
then act in their name. In the same mammer the bellevers
by the command offfod, for the sake of order, slect mini-
sters who publicly exsrcise the functions of the_priest-
hood in the name of all. He says, "omf{o ipsorum (belie-

vers) suft....l Cor.5;,8l. ccecces... Ordinis causa eliglunt
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certas personas, quibus demandant adminsitrstionem cla-
vium regni coelorum,...... ut ita juxta doctrinam Pauli
apud nos omnia cvox pudves sor 2 ot TX
o §1v , decenter et ordine ﬂn;at, 1 Cor.14, vers.ult."”
(Baier Comp. p.694. L.c.f. 1620 sq.)

Having shown that therights and powers Qr the church
ara vested ln each local congregation of bellevers but
that the local church 1s not so constituted that it can
act in plenary congregation, first of all becauze the women
are barred from public spesking in the church( 1 Cor.l4,
54), rrofescor i.L.Graebner continues, "There are, howevexy
soile tzsks enjoined upon the church which are of such a
kind that they cannot be properly psrformed even by the
entire asem‘bly of the men in a congregation. izsemblies
may dellberate, investigate, decree, impart admonition or
reproof: but they cammet preach a semon,' or baptize a
child, or administer the Lord's Supper to a comrunicant.
Nelther are all men 1ln a congregati~n capable of preaching.
And sven 1f 1n an exceptional case a congrogation were
composed of men every one of whom had the natural talents
and the acquired accomplsihments requisite for preaching,
or for administering the sacraments decently and in order,
this would not entitle every one of them to the public
performance of these functions. All Christians are priests,
and therefore every Christian has the right and duty to
bring the sacrifices of his hearts ahd lips and hands
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before his Gad. But his spiritual priesthood does not
empower him to offenup his naighbor's sacrifices of the
sacrifices of an entire community of such as are like
himself prlests before God. ...... Thus even on general
principles 1t would appear th.t the exercise of the pow-
ers of the church 1s n-ot at the arbitrary disposal of e-
very member of the church. But Christ has not left it to
the church to adjust this matter on gencral princirzles;
he hinself has estubilished an order of things whicn his
apostles and the early cechurch have put into practice from
the beginning, und which He has ordained for all time."
(Theol.juart.VI, 1,18.)

It is the duty then of every congregaticn to estab-
1lish the ministry in its midst and call men into this of#
fice. To summarize, the congregation has this right, au-
thority, and duty for the followlng reasons: '

1. The office of the keys has been glven:by the
Lord to the local congregation which then must elsct those
who are to exercise this office publicly in itshame.

2. All “Ynristians are priests and conseguently ha<ve
the authority to appoint those who ure to perform those
public functions of that office which not every Cpristian
can perform.

3. lilnisters are servants of the congregation (ef.l
Cor.3,5), and consequently the right to appoint those who
are to serve belongs to the congregation of bellevers as
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St.Paul includes in,"all things ure yours.” 1 Cor.3,21.

4. The congregation has the duty of rejecting false
teachers, Beloved belleve not every Spirit, but try the
splrits whether they are of God: because many fd se pro-
phets are gone out into the world." 1 John 4,1. The duty
of rejecting the false teachers implies the choice of those
viho bear the truth.

5., God has through his Word comanded the estab-
lishment of the public ministry by the conzregation. (ecf.
Titus 1,5; 1 Tim.2,2,) °

The external call then comes from the congregation
whic: has the divine right and authority to issue such a
call. %hat does history te-aoh of tils 9.:-ra.m;erm;:a:ﬂ:'r

The cn;l of tg minister in the formative gelod.

of the Church and immedlately thoreafter. Were the first

men who went about preaching the gospel called by the con-
gr gatim? Was this arrangement observed from the beglin-
ning? Some, indeed, did not have a call from the congre-
gktion and the reason for this was that there were no con=-
gregations, the world was thelr field. These men recelved
thelr appointment from the apostles to carry the Gospel
ever, here, as missionaries. As soon as congregations had
been fully estabiished, however, the minlsters were elech
ted by the clwilce of the congregation as we shall show
later.

During the formative period of the ChristianCypurch
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condltions obtained vihlch dild not exlst later vhen con-
gregations had been fully established, and thus aro=ze the
necessity of certain temporary arrangements. 4g soon as

the formative period was over and congregations-wereg ful
ly established, God cdled the ministers of His Vord
through the congregation and only such held that office who
h:d recelved such a call. That this was the practice of

the early Church after the formative period can be seen
from some of the zarly post-apostolic writings.

The first instance that we have of appointment to
oiflce by cholce of the congregatin was the nomination of
Hapthias and Joseph for the office of apostle to take
the place of Judas, by the hundred and twenty Unristians
in Jerusilem. iets 1,23. Thie was in reality the first
Christian congregation. There 1s tals objection, however,
to applying this passage as a rule for apn~inting all mi-
nisters ovr officers in the Church, namely 'bh.a'lfdatth:las,
who was later chosen of ths &¥o by lot, was to hold the
extraordinary office of apostle, belng a witness of Christ's
resurrection.

Iater we have Paul's instruction to Titus, set in
order the things that are wanting and ordain elders in
every city." Titus 1,5. There were Christian assemblies
in these cities in whicl'fl‘aul during his -short stay in
Crete had not been able to arrange everyting, e.g. the
establishment of the ministry. Titus was to aproint
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elders for these sungregations_w'ioh.ﬂere not yet fully
established. Luter, when the congregations bscame fully
organlzed, the:ze elders =ecre probably acceptzd by them
as their pastors.

In Acts 6,35 we read, "look ye out seven men of

may appoint over this business....... ind they chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the “oly Ghost, and
Philip and Proehorus, and Kicanor, and Tymen, and Par-
menas, andillcolas, a proselyte of Antloch." It is evident
that here the congregation called or appointed these men
to the offlice of dcacon, which office has been previously
described. Though these men were elected to the office of

deacon, they did not restrict themselves to the duties

which properly belonged to that office, for we hear of

Stephen that he also preached (icts 6,13), consequently '
assumed some of the dutie=z of the alders or bishops. I
is hardly to be believed that Stephen would have assumed
these dutiss unless he had been assigned them by shose
who had cailed him s deacon, and if he did prezch pub-
licly without 'such a call 1t was as missionary in the
city at large (Cf. Acts 6,14) and not in the congregation,—
as is reported of all Christians Acts 11,18.

One pagsage which 1s very often quoted in substan-
tlation of the fact that the congregation chose i1ts omm
preachers alroady at that time 1s Acts 14,23, "And when ':
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they had ordained them elders in every church ..... they
commended them to the Lord on whom they believed." The
question whether. or not this passage may be used, however,
depénds on the meaning of the subject "they". Tnhe whole
cha p ter speaks of faul and Barnabas and so the natural
interpretation would refer the subject "they" to these
two men. HO’-‘JBVC!'I'., on the basis of the verb used, ':(ﬂ-f" -
ToveTr, 1t 1s held that these two men cannot possibly bve
meant since the original mesning of Xt re Tov e&ir is
"to vote by stratching out the hand", and it is hardly pro-
bable thit Paul und Barnabas would have voted in:this man-
ner. This vorb, it 1s claimed, presupposes a larger group
of people, consequently the subject "they" must be ref-
red to the people of the cogregations. The verb lﬂ/urwe-‘-'v
evidently has this me;.n:lng in 2 Cgr.8,19, "who (Titus) was
chogsen of the churches to travel with us." Tnhis is also
the meaning in the spurious subscription to.2 Tin.4,22,
"the seconi spisile to Timotheus ordained ( X¢4° e reory
Svra § first bishop of Ephesus", and the subseription to
iitus 3,15, "To Titus ordained ( gecporsry 9<rza ) first
bishop of the Church of Crete."

The Rev. David Brown D.D. in his commentary thinks
the word i1s to %e taken in the literal sense, "there is no
evidence in the New ‘estament that the word had then lost
its proper meaning, as this is beyond doubt its meaning In
2 Cor.8,19 and as there .is indbsputable evidence that the
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concurrence of the people was raguired in all elections

to sucred offices in the early ages of the Church, it

is perhaps better to understand the wvords to mean,-

"when they had irade a choice of elders 1.e., superinten-
ded such choice on the rart of the apostles." This is also
Heyer's opinion.

The Word 'XH/GD Torerr » however, wes alsoused
in the sense of "choose" without the idea of stretching
forth the hand. Thayer Bhows that it has this meaning
in the vritings of FPhilo and Joserhus, and he is of the
opinion that this meaning is to be applied h-re. in Serip-
ture we have the compounded word npe yec¢peTe reir wused
in this sensu, "I{:I.n\God ralsed up the third day and showed
him openily: not to all the people; but unto witnesses
choaen before of God." icts 10,40,41. The original mean-
ing, "to choose before by stretching forth the hand" is
out of the guestion here. Since we have this one cuse whers
the word has lost its rroper meaning we can not insist
that the word has the proper meaning in ihcts 14,25.

Even if the word, however, has here the meaning
"choose", it 1s not to be believed that/St.Paul wuld have
foisted his own psronal appointments on these congrega-
tions without thelr consent, especially i1f we consider how
stoongly he emphasizes the congregation'g superiority and
right in 1 Corinthlans 5. He there gives the Corinthians
his own personal opinion arnd judgment (v.3).but he pla-
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ces the firal authority and Judgment in the congregution
(v.13) . Though the passage icts 14,23 refers the election

of the elders to these two men, 1t may be ceasily understood
to mean that the election was made through their sug- :
gostion. or command or supervision. (Cf. Matthew 8,5 and
Luke 7,3; latthew states thut the centurion came to
Jesus whereas Luke states that he sent his representa-.
tives.)

On the other hand the proper meaning of xﬂf'ﬁ'ﬂ."
fits very well into the situation and since the congrega-
tion had appdinted men to other offices, e.g. that of dea-

con (ef. .octs 6,3), we may well accept the original mean-

1'g of the word and understand the passage to mean that

elders were here appointed by the congregation under the
supervision of the anostles,

When#he congragations had become fully established,
however, anml when the blshops no longer servoed the church
at large as thie apostles. but an individual congregation,
we have evidence that the congregatins themselvos elec-
ted or called thelr own eldsrs as bishops, 1l.e. their
pastors.

In the eristle of Clement written elther about the
yoar 67 4A.D. or 98 A.D. we rexd in chapter 42, "Christ
therefore was sext forth b; God, the apostles by Christ.
Both these appointments were made in an ord rly way ac-

cording to thewill of God..They went forth proclaiming
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that the kingdom of God was at hand, and thus preaching..
ee..the; appointed the first-frulits ((of theilr labors))...
to be blshops having rirat prove them by the Spirit, to
be bishops and dcacons of those who should afterwards
believe," and in chapter 44, "They avppointed those ((1.e.
ministers,bishops). already mentioned ;nd afterward gave
instructions, that when they should fall asleep, other
approved men should succeed them in thelr ministry.ccece..
those (successors) appointed by them (the Apostles) or
afterward by other eminent mén, with the consent of the
wihole churchs.e.....cannot be just dismissed from the mi-
nistry." (Eplstle of Ulement ch.42,44.) The last state-

ment has reference to a practice which should not be to-

lerated, namely of depriving men of those offices to which

they had been appointed by the church unless there was a
just cause. This excerpt 1s a clear proof that at this

time the bishops were approved by the congregation, though

they may have been suggested or nominated by the apostles
or other bishops.

From the Didache we have a similar statement, "Ap-
point, therefore, for yourselves blshopsand deacons wor-
thy of the Lorde..«....for they also render to you the
service of prophets and teachers." (Ante-Nicene Fathers,
Vol.7, p.318.) Tne Didache dates from about 120 i-D., .
consequently it was already the erder of things at this
e;rly date that the congregations shose or called their
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ovn minlisters.

A statement of less authority comes to us from the
Constitution of the Twelve apostles which originated not
later than the fourth century. "A bishon to be ordained..
ceess 18 t0 D8 cuccceaes.. chosen by the whole people, who,
when he 1s named and approved, let the peonle assemble,
with the presbytery and blshoprs that are present, on the
Lord's Day and let them give thelr consent..... and let
the principal of the bishops ask the presbytery and the
people whether thlis be the person whom they desire for
their ruler." (Constitution of the Hol; aApostles, VIII,
sec.2,4. inte-Nicene Iathers, VII, 48l1.) Though this re-
ference shows that by this time there was a distinction
between the bishops and presbyters, a distinctlon which,
a3 proved befors, 1s not found in Scripture, neverthelsss
we have here an indication that the ministers, regardless
of their rank were to be chosen by the congregation.

With the rise of the hlersrchy this arrangement was
changed. e sitip over that p:iriod during which the divine
ordsor was perverted, when the power of calling minlsters
was talken away from the congregation and put into the hands
of a fow. With the Reformation,however, the divine order
was agaln restored, the power of calling was returned to
the congregation, so that the Cpristian minlster again
receivod his call from the divinely appointed autnority,
the congregation.
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Thus today 1in our church the minister recelves his
call mediately through the congregation. That this me-
diate call 1s no less divine than theimmedlate call of
former times, can be mseen from the following considera- °
tions:

l. God has promised that he will always furnish pa-
stors. Jer.3,15.

2. Those who were mediately called in the Now Tes-
tament are considered callex or placed by G-od.. Acts 20,
28; Eph.4,11; 1 “Yor.l2,28,

3., Such as were mediately called have Uod'g promise.
1 T4m.4,16.

4. The prasent ministry is God's intended continu-
ance of the apoastolate, as shovm before,and Scripture
often applies to all ministers to the end of time what is
addressed especlially to the apostlss.

5. God has glven the church the command to estab-
lish the ministry and the right to call men into that of-
fice.

The mediate gall from the congregation 1s divine '

ln a wider end narrowsr sgnse. A call is divine in the
wider sense if it has been issued by those who have the

divine right and authority to call. Such a call l1ls ter-
med a yalid call. As shown before the Christian congre-
gation has that divine right and authorlity. Every valld
call, or call which is issued by a Cpristian congregation
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is therefore dlvine in a wid-r sense. The manner in which

the call is issued by the congregation 1s not prescri=-
bed in Serlpture. The marmer of issuing the call may
therefore vary, as long as the ultimate approval or
call comes from the congregation. It is not necessary, for
instance, that the congragation be immediately active in
the election. Just as the individual Cpristians delegate
the functions of the priesthood to certain individuals,
so the congregation, a body of bellevers, may also de-
legaté the selection or election of a minister to a sin-
gle man or to a body of men. Thus it happened that thsre
was.a time when the state apnointed or called the minis-
ters by the taclt consent of the congregations. Tphus it
happens today when in our church a congregation or group
of congragatlions delegate that power to a body of nen, e.g.
the college of presidents (of. quodioal Handbook, p.29)..
If such a body then appolnts, elects, or calls in the name
of a congregation, as 1lts agent, such a call in reallty
comes from the congregation itself, and if from the con-
gregation, it comes from God who has commanded the con-
gregation to zstabiish the mlnistry for the public prea-
ching of the Word and administration of the Sgoraments in
1ts midst. ‘

How about a call to a,m;agignfglg;g where there 1is
no congregation? In what wnyAis such a call divine? By
what right does the college of preslidents assign a man
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to such a field? It must be born in mind that any Cpris-
tian has the full authority to go to such a mission field
of his owm 9ccord and preach the gospel by virtue of the
fact that all Christians are priests.However, when such a
missionsry acts in the name of a synod, a group of congre-
gations, such a missionary must have a call from the sy-
nod in whose name he works. That such a call eventually
comes from the congregation 1s seen 1f we bear in mind
the manner in which such mission work is done. Such a
call also, because it ultimately is authorized by the con-
gregation, 1s valid and consequently divine in the wi-
der sense.

Another consideration of the wvalid call is whether
it has bzen legitimately obtalned, whether 1t has been
acquired in the right manner. Such a call 1s considered
a legitimate call. Every legltimate call is valid though
every walid call, or one which is divine 1in a wider sense,
is not always a legitimate cail. “hen a congregation calls
a pastor, however, and God's guldance 1s asked according
to the example of the first congregation when Hati;h:l.as
was chosen to take the place of Judas, when God is thus
called uponiohelp in the solemn mammer of calling and
each member is thereby remindd that he is helplng to
issue a divine call to a divine office, he will then be
hindered from interfering in any manner which wouid
keep the valid call from being also legitimate. If the
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man to be called is aware of the fact that God is calling

mediately through the congregation he himself will avoid
such machinations which may keep the call from being a
legitimat e call., Dr.Walther, mentioning some of the things
vhich are requisite for a legitimats call, says, "dazu
gehoert vor allem, dass der Berufene sich nicht einge-
drungen, eingeschlichen und auf krummon Wegen, durch Ug-
ber redung, Benutzung partellscher Gunst oder gar durch
Bestechung, das Amt gesucht, sondern den ohne solches
eigenes Zuthun an 1hn ergangenen Beruf durch /inders

dazu genoetigt, aus Gghorsam gegen Gott und aus Liebe zu
dem Naechsten angenommen habe." (Walther-Pastorale p.36,
An.2.) Such things which keep the call from being a legi-
timate call are diligently to be avolded. Howevsr, even
though some "wire-pulling" may enter in, neverthsless a
call issued by the congregation, since it has the di-
vine authority, is valid andmust therefore be considerei
divine in the wilder sense.

Dbjection is raised that mistakes are sometimes
made, and that therefore the call of the congregation
cannot be consldered dlvine since God makes no mistakes.
When, for example, a person who 1s altogether unqua-
1ified for a certain place receives a cdll there, the ques-
tion is asked, "Does God make such mistakes?" When God acts
immediately and Zirectly he makes no mistakes, but when

he scts medliately through:'man, he uses man as he 1s with
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all his fallings, and so if a mistake is made, it 1s not
God's but man's error. The preabhing of the Word is in-
deed a divine work, yet when God uses man as the means,
are mistakes on the part of man absolutely excluded?

When mistakes are made in the presentation of the: Word
can we say that G,d made them® Indeed not:;  In the same
way even though some mistake 1s made in the matter of a
call, as long as such a call comes from the congregation.
vhich has been divinely authorized to call, it is to be
considered divine in the wider sense. Naturally such
mistakes are to he corrected as soon as posslible, e.g.

if a person entively incapable of ushg the German lan-
guage is placed in an entirely German congregation. While
such a person is holding the oiflce in that congrega-
tion he has the perfect right to 1t by virtue of the di-
vine call which he has received from that congregation.
The congregation, however, should seek to make the cor-
rection immediately, so that the congregation may be bet-
ter served and the pastor unqualified for that particular
vlace be given another opportunlity where he might serve
more satisfactorily.

By right of its divine authority to call the con-
gregation has also the privelege to revoke the call of a
pastor who has become unable to serve. Though the call
when lssued by the congregation can not be limited in
time, it may be terminated before death, e.g. in the




e o

The Divine Call, 56.

case of incapacitation in any form. Such a revocation of
the call of a pastor must nob be an arbltrary matter with
the congregation, but like the call itself, must be based
on Scripture. Such a revocation must be considsred as
divine as the call itself if it has been lssued in the _
right manner, viz. by the congregation accordng to the
rules of Scripture.

The call is divine in a parrower sense when the per-
son called 1s convineed that God is calling him, when he
recognizes the voice of God in the call from the cong:c-
gation and considers it His wlll to accept. Though every
call from a Christian congregation or its agent is divine,
in the  vider sense, . the pastor must consider it di-
vine for himself if he 1s to accept it. Not every call
nust be condideresi binding upon the person receliving it
because of the fact that 1t is divine in the wider sense,
for to what this would lead can rcadlly be seen. There
would be a continuual ckhange of pastors, and pastors
much better sult:d to certaln fields would be serving
less satisfactorily in others.

To those already in charge of a congregation, the
call which they hold should come first. The congregation
which they are serving must release them from the obli-
gations which by the call it has imposed upon theiz, be-
fore they. are fr-e to accept another call. Since a con-

gregation which has called a pastor can alone release him,




Ine Divine Call. 66.

1t follows that he can not accept another call if the
congregation under his charge refuses to permit him to

go. If it 1s God's will that a change be made and the pas-
tor informs the congregation that he is so convinced,

then the congregation which extended the callfto him which
he possesses will usually be willing also to release him,

For the candidate. the first call which is exten-

ded to him 1s somevhat udlfferent, for he has no congrega=-
tion from which he must seek a i'elease, and eonsequently
the only thing which comes into consid ration is whether
he considers it God's will that he accept the call which
has been assigne® to him,-whether he for his own person
considers the call divine. Though he can not be forced to
acceot any call on the basis that it is divine in the wi-
der sense, just as no pastor already in charge of a congre-
gation should consider 1t necessary to accept every va-
1id call hwhich he receives, and though he has the privi-
lege to decline such a call if he does not conslider it
God's will that he accept, nevertheless he must be sure
this his reasons are valid and that he 18 not prompted

by personal and selfish motives, If, for lnstance, he is
sure that he is not qualified to serve the congregation

to whichhe has been called, he should not hesitate to make
it lmown so that that congregation may call another who

1s qualified: The feeling of inner unworthiness, however,
is no valid cause, elther for the pastor or candldate
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for refusing to accept a call. In fact, in receilving a
call, every person who realizes the great duties and res-
ponsibilities involved wlll have thut feeling of inner
unworthiness and say with Sg.Paul, "who is sufficient for
these things." 2 Cor.2,16. iAs the inner unworthiness of
Mpses did not keep him from becoming a servant of the Lord,
g0 inner unworthiness 1s not a bar to the present day mi-
nistry.

Only such are va.id reasons for declining a call
which according to Scripture would keep a person from qua-
lifying as blshop for that .particular place. It may even
happen that some physlcal defect which would hinder a per-
son inj'serving one congregation would not prevent him from
serving another satisfactorily.

For the candidate when he recelves his call, as
well us fo:: the pastor whenever another call 1s extended
to him, there is only one thing to do, namely to ask ths
Lord, who governs His church and furnishes the pastors,
for wisdom and jJudgment to recognize and to do His will .,

After the candidate has recelved and acmpted his
call, he is ordained as a minister of the Word. Ordina-
tion 1s not a Sacrament as taught b:-, the Romanists, nor
is 1t at all a divine institution. It 1s merely a hpman
ordinance whereby public acknowledgment and confirmation
of the call is made and publioc testimony is given to the
"fitness of the. candidate. According to our Cgnfessions,
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"ordination was nothing else than such a ratification.”
(Smalcald Articles, Triglotta, 525.) It is the gall that
makoes the pastor, not the ordination. For that reason
ordination does not take place at the gradihation from the
seminary so that all graduztes are ordained, but only
such are ordained as have received and accepted a call.
(C£.Synodical Handbook p.29.)

The laying on of hands eften mentioned in Scrip-
ture sometimes took the form of an ordination. When the
seven deacons had been chosen by the churches" they were
set before the apostles; and when they had prayei they
laid their hands on them" (Aets 6,6), showing that they
were publicly acimowledged as sultable men for the office
to which the; had been chosern. This, however, was not a
comnon practice, 1t had no divine command, and was conse-
quently not essential to the ministry. No one can object
to ordination on Scriptural grounds, but one is forced
to object to the doctrine that it 1s essential for the
ministry, for Scripture clearly teaches that it is the =
call from the congregation that makes the pastor, and
only the call which glves him the right to exerclse the
dirtles of that office, namely publicly to preach the
Gospel, administer the Spcraments, and exercise the of-
fice of the keys and disclpline.

Since it is not ordimation but the call which gives
the pastor his rights and duties and the pastor i1s assured
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that such a call comes from God, it follows that the pas-
tor should value his call highly and derive great comfort
from its divinity. Chemnitz enumerates the values of the
valld and legitimate call as follows:

1. Since the office of the Word is the office of
God’a person should be sure that God desires to use him
irHls service and that he 1ls therefore a servant of God.

2. To the edification of the Church belongs especisl
ly dlvine government and protection. Hg who has a legl-
timate call can ask God for help with a clear conscience
and expect an answer to his prayer a ccording to the pro-
mlse of Seripture.,

i 3. The minlster who has a legltimute call can be
sure thut God 1s present with His spirit and grace in
his offlce and will work through him, Hg can be sure of
the promise of 1 T4m.4,16, "thou shalt both save thy-
self and them that hear thee."

4., The certainty of a divine call will cause the
minister to apply himself with greater zeal, falithful=-
neia, and willingness and keep him from glving up too
soon in the midst of advernity? This doctrine of the ecall
will also awake greater respect and obedience toward this

office. (Loa.thol. Part III, de eccl. 4.)
B

Since the office of the ministry 1s a divine cal-
ling because God has instituted it, and since the specil-
fic call from the congregation is divine because it is
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issued by those who have the authority and command from
God, and since the minister in such a call recognizes
the voice of God calling him to a certain place, - must
we not wholly agree vith the apostle tht this office
is a good work indeed, and eagerly to be desired? Because
this is the case, there will always be those who will
seek this office, there will ever be those whom God will
prompt to enter the ministry to fulfill his promise that
he will always furnish pastors, and thus it will contin=-
ue to the end of time to the glory of His name and the

salvation of souls.
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