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from other passages, 8ince the avv' —wrress o..e OlSuse cammot be eon~
eidered as the ontire description of serr.o/vesuss o if apponite

at all, Wnat we do gain from this passgge for the concept of conscience
is: Rofleotion on the rightness or wrongness of actions (not nacessarily
only consequent, of. Stoeckhardt p. 90), implying an urge to ascertain
the right (this urge is not nscessarily a part of consclence); testi-
mony on the part of corecience that man in an unenlightened conditiémn

iz a law to himmelf.

. Hence we voice some of the dlsappointment of Harless, though
on different premises, and without enterirg into the questions
bs propounds, after investigating Rom. 2, 16 (p. 75)s "Ebenmo-
wenig (wic von dem Dekalog im Horsen der EHslden) dlent diese
Stello zur Erlaeuterumg des Ursprungs und der Wesmens des Gewiss-
ons, Denn Jetzt erst hebt rich recht die Frage an: Wie komnt
das monechliche Herz dazu, munter dem Zeugnis des Gewlsmens und
der gegonseitigen Anklage oder anch Entechuldigung der Gedsnien
zu tun, was des poeitiven gocttlichen Gemetzes ist, nmaemlich ue-
bor sich melbet cin gowechtos Gericht zu faellem?"

4, ZIome, 9, l.=~Paul clites the testimony of his conscience in

|
affirzing tho truth of his statszsnt comserning his grief over the |
rejoction of Isrsel aftor the flcsh, It is hardly temable that l

wermewre 9y e’  directly modifies ew-sro/vora, , the samence or na-
ture of coneclence being changed by becoming included with the whole
belng of tho Christlsn in the spirit of God, "in whom all the funo- '
tions of the Ciristisn life are carrield on" (Demy p. 657).

lNoyer (II, 112)s "¢ msvewver gyie) ig by no meme to be commscted
with sl serrise ~os (Grotius and several others, Semlsr, Ammon,
Vaters conhneg a Bpiritu sancto gubernata] because otherwise
rsZ would not be wanting; but either with os pecsbervs oOr, which
is the noarest arnd simplest, with swviae gergeewsr, .o The testimony
- of his comocience, Paul kunows, is not apart from the ssvdee that
£i1ls him, but 'apiritu sancto duce st moderatore' (Besa) in that
wreéaun of But Hofmenn (pe 36)s "In der Ernesusrung durch den Hell~-
igen Geist iet dae Zeugnie des (ewissens aufgenommen in das Zeug-
nic des bhelligen Gelster selbst} vgl. mit Roem. 8, 16." 5o Bemny
Pe 686,

Iying 1s ethically reprehenzible evea to the pagan; amd Pl i fur-
thor asserting truth as a Christian <> msrower g9y<s> § 2O hin Com-
science tertifies to the truth of a statemsnt according to general



and Christian nmorms. Tims aguin conscience is spoken of as the
Mt of action according to & norm, this Judgment leaving a
epagific deoposit upon the consciouszess, in this instance favorable;
satiefaction affectively with this verdict would have to be read
into the passage, though it is not contradictory.

5. Bome 13, 6.—An exact parallel to 1 Pet. 2, 19 (p. 15 ££.).
Paul is sdmonishing toward obedience to govermment, Disobediensce
to govornment rightfully brings the wrath of govermment upon the of-
fonder. Zut the Ohristisn must also obey government became of his
Ohrietian conscience. Because the Christisn knows that God las in-
stituted govermmont, ahd govormment evem in ite tyranmical or crusl
exoresconces ir Adlvinely instituted, v. 4, therefore discbedience
to govornment means disobedicxce to Ood, snd this disobedience, be-
ing consclously disobedience, will be accompshied hy an expression
of conscionsce, consciouszness of .hn:l.ns disobeyed God. The wrath of
government prompts to obedience because of the unpleasantness of
purishrent; consclence promptes to obsdienss in pointing out reppon-
mibility to Goi's will and ordinance. Comscienee is thas operative

through tho intellectual process of dimcerning chedience to govern— g
ment as obedlonce to God; disobedicnes, disobedience to God. In that
way consclonce possesses a prompting function antecedent to action.

Denny [p. 697)1 ™It is because comscience recojniszes the
moral value of the State sz an ordinange of God that we pay
taxes.,” Bimilarly Stoeckhsrdt (p. 582).

Feins (p. 291), Kachler (p. 648), Hofmmmn (p. 36) eall
attention to the prompting, as well ar binding power of con-
soience exhibited in this passage.

6. 10ors 8, 7s—The £irst swrresweve (2.R.) i¢ lesm preferable
textually, though the more difficult reading, giving the notion of
mgonscioucrness of an 1d0l1" with specifically ethlical implications.

Findlay listas for s r/o/ssrr DAL, Wentern textas for swsdny
NSAEP 17, 46, 67°*, cOp. Euthal. Dam,3 the latter would resd:

"By reason of their babituation up till now to the 1dol,™ while
the former: "Through relation of the comscience to the 1dols™




the intorpretation being: ZThey eat "under the conssicusnewy that

it ie such, with thc senze haunting them that what thay eat be-

loxge to the idol and associatds them with it.” (p. 842). 8o Schaff-
lange: " eeor’s s, dosm not memn opinion in gemeral, or Judgment ,
or convistion, but, as uniformly in the Hew Tertament, it heans
conscience, & person's ocnesciousness in ite morsl amd religious
88p8Cts wwrisetyirsy »ed sidodvs then, demoter this consclousness as
having for ite contents or object sm 1dol, and that too, according
to the context, ar a real inflnential power, just as in 1 Pet. &,

19 evrs/ v, ro7 o7 méans & comolence testifying of God. ZHere

it danotes o conscience poesesmed with the idea that an idol is

a real boing; so that thiz idea influences his Jjuigment in regard

to hie coniuct; and in thie case it stamps the eating of that

flesh as am immoral esinful mot, altering the whole religious state
and relatione of the Christisn vwho eats, because it is the eating

of sorething cormected with a veritable 140l, and therefore defil-
ing in 1ts nature." (p. 174). ( svrs Pvio preferred I0C. p.168).

Ovrrsdnee, ¢iWodsy In thir Gomection would appear to be a conselous-
nese of doing wrong, namely with referemce to the Firet Commsndment,
based on a (false) notion that worship-relatione clung to this meat '
of tho offering; hemce a comparison of action with law, q
Tho people who eat of tho idol-offering with the notion that it
is wtill such when they eat, are maid to lave a conzolencs sodss-a,,
woeak, infirr. 7The question arises whother the semse is a transferred

one, or whether consolence i= epoken of as being impaiited in function.

Thayer (p. 80)s "ianting in decleion about things Iawful and
unlawful.” Cholce of interpretatione givea hy I0C (p. 168)s
"It ie not quito clear what iz meant by aed =~~~y , It may mean
400 wecek to rosist the temptation of fillowing the example of
othors,' or 'wesk through being unilluminated' (Note: Perbaps
ZXI, 80 indiicates that #oJv-+-here meane unhealthy, morbid, amd
20 incapable of healthy mction; of. luke X, 9; Acts ¥V, 15. Vords
slgnifying weakness of body easily becoms used of mental and moral
wealness. A hoalthy consclence would not be uneasy about eating
such food, and eating would then cause no defilement. Ecclum.
XXI, 28)...Tho weaknoss consists in giving moral value to things
that are morally indifferent. That must lessen the power of
conzclence." Schaff-lange (p. 174) adopts the latter view:
»The weakness i found in the fact that it cmanot deliver 1itself
from these false notions; nor assure the person of the entire
nullification of hies relations to 1dols amd to all their defil-
ing influences by hie fellowship with Christ, or of the restora-
tion of hies true relation= to God, and consequently aleo to the
totality of all things, a= dependent on God alone and belonging
to him,"

oir o meetsr & y-<iy would imply that with the proper ...,
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the -:-I-p’.u'q of the oo~ M;’-t_a, wonld be removed; hence




"weak through being unilluminated™ seems the propsr interpretation,

This doer not necessarily meke & normative content essential for con-
science, but merely signifies that without sufficient norm conscience

iz unreliable with respoot to ethical valuoc. ZEense this passage is .
@ p oof for the faot that conecience is not mormative inm itself, but
dspexnient on a norm, vhich it utilizes in evaluating action.

When the people with this owerstasrs, vode~v. sat of the ?
1dol-of feoring, 'rnu./a-'y woisSr ~todeiem, s Conscience in the .
condition proper for the Ohtistian i thovght of am being er«d» |
right; the conscloucness of ein, produced by recogaizing failurs to
comply with Upd's will acdording to a valld norm, here mixed with
tho falso opinion conseraing the idol-offering, is a blot upon the
normally spotlese surface of the good consclence.

Thayer (p. 417)s ™Oocnsclence reproached by sin"jis figuratively
true. Schaff-lange (p. 174): "Ths defilement consists in a
conviction of gullt, the conscience being troubled by a sense
of the Jivine displeasure perfacing it, ‘Bomscience--the moral
sentiment of honor--the watchmen of our moral purity, is itsel?f
pure 20 long as it remaire true to its oen determinations; hence
modvrredor t0 DO dofiledi, iz & strikinz expression, denoting the
dcsecration of that which according to its mature and intent is
oly.' Ocisnder.” (ICO (p. 168): "It im defiled, not by the
partaking of polluted food, for food camot pollute (Mark VII,

18¢ 19; Iuke XI, 41), but by the doing of something which the d
unenlightencd comecience does not.allows Of. 2 Cor. VII, l.® ;

But oven though the ultimate action in which consclence played a
part, namely conscientious objection to eating the idol-offerirg,
is wrong, the oporatiom of conscience ie® to be comzidered as im-
portant and demanding of all comsideration.

Hofmann (p. 37)s "Jeder ist zein eignes Gewissen gebunien,

aber es ist such die ows «¥Fc-;, dAeor Anlern zu respactiren von
dem, der dle y-+'-., des Rechfen hat; denn ein, wenn auch indirek-

tes, Einwirken auf den Schwachen, welches sur Folge Iat, dass er
wider sein Gewissen handelt, schwsechi seine Gewissenbhaftigkeit
unl macht, dass er verlorem geht, 1 Kor. 9, 10, IOC (p. 168):
"An uninatructed consclence may condesm what iz not wong, or
allow what 1s but even in such cases it ought %0 be obeyed (Rom.
XIV, 251)." 0f. Findlay p. 842.
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7« 1 Cor. 8, 10,—irguing for consideration of the members of |
the church which have not yet attained to a full knowledge regarding
matters of Clristian liberty, St. Paul ironically asks whether the
conzolence of a brother who iz weak, rdr-~, , will be sdified,
strengthened, Ly seeing smother with correct kmowledge eating of the
idol offorizg.

Thayer (p. 440) adopts the A.V. renlering of scxecbvessirrec:
"Disposed..«t0 do even what is wrong." It seems much closer to

. clear interprotation to gather with Findlly: "The vb. "edified’ |

-=insteal of "porsuadedi’ or the like—ir mmed In ead iromy;iee. |

tho eatera of idolothyta thought their mractice 'edifying' to

loee advanced brethren--'edigying, forsoothl--to what emd?'™

The "weaknoss" of woak conscience iz thue ascribed directly to the
mon hireelf, as imperfection of knowledge; mtrengthening of con-
science is thought to take place, therefore, by instruction, carried

may ropleter mcruples; hence coms clence operates on the basis of
Imowlodge (implying an snalytic or reflsctive funstion), presence
or abeence of corrot knowledge impairing the effectivenese of con-

i
on in tho right mamer, concerning those thinges in which consciense j
mocience as a moral agent, not necessarily the essence of consclence |

itsolf. Dospito tho fact that conecience ie active in leading to
a falee attitule, the operations of consclence itself mmet be fully
respocted; for failure to do =0 may load to lome of malvation, v. 1ll.

ICC (p. 172): "His conrcience iz not sufficiently imstructed
to tell him that he ray eat witbhout scruple, and yet he eats. DIo-
ing violence to soruplos is no true edification; it is rather a
pulling dom of bulwarkes.™
Hofmavm ie led Ly his peculiar theory of conscience to olaim
with reference to 1 Cor. 8, 7. 10, 12: ™Worin liegt ilre Sclmse-
che%esonicht darin , dass ibhnen das noethige Iass sittlicher Er-
konntnies fehlte,--dexm das ist abermale keine Jchwasche, 1.8.
| Yangel sn Kraft, sondern liangel an oinem Uute,--vielmehr darin,
| dase sie or nicht usber sich vermoegen, in diemer Frage am ihrem
Gowiasen selbet =u recurriren und seinsn Anespruch emsrgisch zu
bofolgen, sordern an cinem Vorurtheil haften bleiben, welches
gonug Autoritaet fuer sie hatte, um sich an die Stelle ilres Ge-
wissens zu setzonm und an seimer Statt ihr eittlicher Verhalten
su bostirmen." (p..163). Thir iz refuted hy the fact that in
thiz vorse the sdjective «rFdr-»; 1s applied directly to the
mon oppored to the Fjsraw yrOoere



