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An Emergency Appeal to Our Pastors.
Emergencies are pregnant with tremendous po ibilities. Unwclcomo and disngrccnblo ns they may be, they compel us to face
tho grim realities, donmndspection,
earnest reveal
intro
our ugly
deficiencies, unco\•er our monumentnl mistakes, expose our sbnmeful
neglect of golden opportunities, compel us to mnko nccessory adjustments,
nnd riso ns n mighty ehnllengo uuto more consecrated
olJorta, moro effccth•o leadership, moro genuine cooperation.
Wbnt i truo of emergencies in general hold true with special
empbnsis of emergencies in our congrcgntionnl nnd synodicnl life.
It will not bo n ccessnry to convinco tl10 reader thnt nn emergency
exists. lfore thnn n hundred mini terinl cnndidntcs standing idle
nt tho markct-plnco nnd tho ghnstly specter of nn alarming nnd evermounting synodical debt nre :forcible, compelling, convincing reminders.
Wo boll contribute nothing toward the improvement of this
situation if we merely nttributo everything to tho present period of
dcpreuion. Thnt would not even bo true. A cnro!ul perusnl of facts
will furnish convincing evidence thnt oven during tho unparalleled
heights of prosperity we were not progressing, but retrograding. There
waa n noticonble decline in tho number of cnlls nnd at tho some time
an incrcnaing number of cnndidntes. Our missionary efforts wore
not keeping pnco with out cducntionnl efforts. Often duo to a lack
of proper interest in the affairs of tho Kingdom missionary opportunities were not embraced, and, as n result, no now fields were
opened, and wo
gradually reaching tho "saturation point.'' Again, figures show that our contributions were definitely declining.
At fint we had moroly a ''budget.'' Thon ncccasity demanded a division of tho budget into "Group A" and "Group "B.'' But even thia
arrangement did not remedy the matter fully, for soon the require-
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menta of ''Group A" were not met properq. To-clq w faol the
aorry plight of 11 tremendoua indebtedneaa in "Group A." The fact
that it baa paaaed the million-dollar mark ahould ltanle
to earnest
us ad though
arouae ua
What ie the matter¥ ieWhy it that we were not pttmg fads
enough to carry on the Lord's work properly even duriJig the psiocl
of unprecedented prosperity I Why were our people "li'ring in aeiled
houaes" and permitting the Lord's house "to lie wute"I liq. L
Without 11 doubt our people were bleaed abundantly with temporal
Liberty The
po88881ione.
Loon and Red Crou drives during tbs
World War roveoled that. It was brought out again most fozcibl,J
during tho recent financial crash. Our Lutheran people lolt millions of dollora. These facts show that God wu not ptung Bia
proportionate shore. Shall wo lay the blame entirely at die doon
of our people! Wo know that mDDy were withholding contributiou
from God. l!DDy were "robbing God," Mal. 3. But what about 111
putora and tcaob01'8 of the Word¥ Did wo ounelvoe gin prolJOI'"
tionately I Did we at oil times show glowing warmth and lnunml
interest in the affairs of our District and the kingdom at larpl
Did we furnish genuine evidence of wholo-hearted interest in our
sermons, our addresses, our meetings, our convonations, whenenr
ortunity nrosol
Did ,vo speak to tho individual, to "them that
aro rich in this world . . . that they do good, that they be rich in
good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate''I 1 Tim. 8.
Did wo perhaps even encourage our congregations not to do too much
for synodical purpoBCS by such indiscreet remarks oa: "Du H,atl
iat un, naeher a18 dis Jacka"'/ Did we think too much of our local
needs, our own 8Dlorics, etc., and permit this to throttle our eforta
in behalf of our District and Synod I Or did a proud deaire for
outward pomp and glory prompt us not to diBBuode our C0118ffP•
tion from borrowing staggering sums and thus ahouldoring an allllOll
cruahing indebtedness for the purpose of erecting a 1tately chureh,
a ■chool, 11 parish hall, a parsonage! And did we then claim that
our homo obligations prevented participation in synodical atlainl
In fact, did we try to bo tho Zicb Kind by olwoye ■peaking of tbe
inability of our congregation to do more for the Kingdoml
Tho present crisis ought to arouse us. We need to subject ourselves to an unsparing self-exnminotion. We need to repent. We
need to confOBI our faults, our neglect of opportunitie■, our IUII
in our putoral office. We need to plead for forgivenesL
And then I Then by God's grace let improvement follow. Tbe
present emergency rises u a mighty chollenge :6.nt of all for UI
pastors. God hu called ua to bo "the ministen," ''the ■t.ewuda."
"the oveneen," "the shepherds," of the Sock, the spiritual leaden of
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Ria people. It certaiDJ,y ia our duty to train our people, to lead
them, to aet them a good eumplo, alao to give proportionateq for
the upbuilding of the KiDgdom. A.a wo inatruct them and aclmoniah
them to walk ll8 children of God, to bring all manner of apiritual
ucrificel, ao we are to inatruct them alao in tho grace of uaing their
temporal ,1)088C88iona aa true Chriatian atewarda. Aiao (or ahall we
U7 especially¥) during auch emorgencica as wo are now facing we
putora muet lead our people to do tl1e God-pleasing thing. All of

realize and recognize this to be our God-appointed duty. But the
tuk presents nll mnnner of serious difficulties. It rcquirce courage
to speak to people nbout finnncinl contributions during n period of
depreuion. It requires n special measure of patience to meet all the
objections, the un,viUingness, the £care and doubts which beset our
people, and in all these things to retain our composure and yet to
carry on tho Lord's work aggressively nnd suCCC88fully.
At the recent convention in :Milwnukec, ofter thorough and
prayerful deliberation, resolutions were adopted instructing the Board
of Directors to inaugurate the proper steps toward the bnlnncing of
our synodical budget. Our lnymen nlso offered suggestions conceming the method to be employed in the raising of funds to meet our
synodical obligations. The Board of Directors nnd the Emergency
Collection Committ.co sougl1t to combine the two propoenls and are
presenting n plan which will be discussed thoroughly in every circuit
and, we hope, in every congregation throughout Synod.
If theso plans, inaugurated by Synod itself, arc not to miscarry,
if we hope to meet with success in raising sufficient funds to meet
our current expenses and to cancel tho increasing indebtedness, it
will be nccessnry that our pastors tl1roughout Synod put forth enmest,
conaecratcd, oggressive efforts. Unless tl1ero is whole-henrted cooperation on the part of nll our pastors, we cannot hope to gain
whole-heart$) cooperation on the part of our congregations.
Some enmcst, straightforward preaching on Christian stewardship wiU bo ncccseary. Our people must bo shown, nnd reproved for,
their sins of omission during the days of prosperity. We need to
lead them to heartfelt repentance. Again, and that is the all-important feature, we ahou]d point out to them the marvelous grace of
God, which prompts the Father's heart to forgive us, the unparalleled love of the Savior, which prompted Him to redeem us at BUch
a atagpring cost, the astounding long-suffering of the Holy Spirit,
which prompts Him not to cost us aside, but to come ogain and again
t.o set ua right. Wo need to impress upon our people to whnt eztremitiea God goes in order to save ua. It is His kingdom in which
we are permitted to labor. It is J'esus who is calling for our cooperation. It is He who "hath need of them," of our temporal means,
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for the work of Ria Church. It ia He who is offering opportUDili•
t.o us now t-0 manifest the sincerity of our love for Him. We should
anawor tho chollcmgo which comes t.o us in the prelellt circumatancea
in the words of St. John: "We lo,•o Him bccauao He fint loved ua.''
But ia thia the opportune time to speak t.o our people on financial
contributions Y Look into the Old Teatnmcnt, ond you will find that
the sharpest ond most severe admonitions concerning giving to the
Lord come nt such times when "depl'Cll8ion" mode terrible inroada
upon Israel, Hag. 1; Mol. 3. In foct, God connects the deprcaion
with their refuaal to give properly. Turn to the pages of the New
Testament. Jesus hos immortalized the memory of the poor widow
who "of her wanl did cost in nll thot sbo hod, even all her living.''
St. Paul cannot refrain from cm1>l1asizing the "grnco of God best-Owed on tho churches in lfoccdonio.'' What was that outstanding
gracol He says: "How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy nnd their deep poverty obounded unt.o the riche1
of their liberality. For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power, they were willing of themselves."
Whot a mighty encouragement for c,•cry ono of usl It is not
a matter of ehnnce that our Ohurch ie :fneing such a crisis. The
Lord is putting us to n test. He is trying the sincerity and the
depth of our love for Him. He etill hos supplied us with sufliciont
funds to carry on His work, if only wo nro euflicicntly willing to
bring real BOerificcs. He is still presenting opportunities. Doon
aro open. The very fact tlmt we hn,·e the Gospel in its pristine purit;y
while others lmve forsaken it is opening more doors for us. He bu
us many workers ready to enter tho ,•incyord. He still supplies
us abundantly with the power.ful Gospel, by which hearts will be
rendered willing to carry on His work. He still remembers the
glorious promiscs which He mode to His people both in tho Old and
in tho New Testament, and Ho will fulfil them if they will but
show the proper willingness to consecrote their silver and their gold
unt.o the Lord.
Brethren, necessity summons llS to more aggressive action. The
emergency draft.s us into more intensive service. Tbe critical situation chollenges us to more consecrated leadership. Our adorable
Redeemer commissions us to go forward. Will we l'CBpond t Under
tho banner of the Oross let us start a great offensive. With our
eyes fixed upon Golgotha and directing the attention of our people
to Him who died there, let us a88Ume the responsibilities of the talk
before ua willing}:,, courageously, aggressive}:,. :Mo:, God gracioul:,
bleu our efforts I
Houston, Tex.
J. W. BBa.-.m.
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