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2.

Chrijtus {elbft [ehrt, um weldje Gaben tvic bitten follen, B. 8—18.
Cr geigt bad redhte Verhiltnis givifden geiftlidgen und leibliden Giltern,
bas Ivit fo oft bergeffen. Wir madjen o leid)t Nebenfadjen gur Haupts
fadje und vergeffen Matth. 6, 88. (In aller Kilrze geige man den Jns
Balt einer jeben Witte.) AIS Ninber Gottes, die fidh gern bon ifrem
Bater unteriveifen lafjen, nehmen mwic diefen Unterricht an und ridten
und in unferm @ebet aud) in Degug auf bie Gaben nad) bicfem
Mufjtergebet.

Witten tix dben Himmlifden BVater, daf er und aud) in unferm
®ecbetsleben unfere Gottesfindfdaft inuner Iebenbiger um Beroufts
fein bringe. T8

Miscellanea.

Is the Virgin Mary Worshiped?

In the Literary Digest of February 13, 1032, page 21, I read a short
article under the title “The Virgin Mary Not Worshiped.” To my surprise
I found that it was based on a pastoral letter written by Cardinal Hayes.

Any one who takes the trouble to consult any Roman dogmatic the-
ology under De Cultw Sanctorum will find three words, namely, latria,
hyperdulia, and dutie. In theory the Roman Church holds that the faith-
ful should worship God through the cult of latria, while they should wor-
ship the Virgin Mary through the cult of Ayperdulia, and the saints
through the cult of dulia. Can Cardinal Hayes or cven the Pope make in
practise a clear distinction between these three kinds of worship? We
know that the Roman Catholic people light candles and lamps before the
images of Mary and of the saints, that they kneel down and worship them.
This shows that the assertion of Cardinal Hayes is purely theoretical

In practise, things are different. It appears that the cult which the
Romanists practise to worship Mary is cqual to the cult that they direet
to God. The Roman Church encourages the recitation of the rosary, which
is a repetition of the same prayers to the Virgin Mary. Pope Bene-
dict XIIT, on April 13, 1720, granted indulgences to all faithful who would
recite the rosary. Pius VII, on February 16, 1808, increased these in-
dulgences. Pius IX, on May 12, 1851, gave new emphasis to this practise
and granted more indulgences.

Urban II, in 1006, ordered that all faithful should pray to the Virgin
Mary every day, namely, in the morning and in the evening at the ringing
of the church-bell; Gregory IX, in 1221, added that this should be prac-
tised also at noon; and Louis XI, king of France, commanded, in obedience
to the Pope, that all French people should recite the Angelus three times
& day in honor of Mary. This practise was also enriched with many in-
dulgences. Benedict XIII granted them on September 14, 1724; Bene-
diet XIV did the same thing on April 20, 1742; Pius VII added more in-
dulgences on July 11, 1815; and finally Leo XIII, on April 20, 1884, sent
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out the decree Urbis et Orbis, promising more spiritual benefits to those
who regularly would repeat the Angelus.

Furthermore, in the second volume of Scavini’s Moral Theology, which
bears the imprimatur of the Vatican, page 166, we read of the Saturday
dedicated to the Virgin Mary and of a special Mass, known as De Beata,
to be read on that day.

It is unquestionable that in practise the Roman parishioner looks at
the Virgin Mary as the fourth Person in the Trinity.

Any one who is able to read the Italian and Latin hymnology dedicated
to the Virgin Mary will find out for himself that I am stating the truth.
Take, for instance, the litany of the Virgin Mary. There, among the forty-
six titles bestowed on her, we read: “Door of heaven, Tower of David,
Refuge of sinners, Star of the morning,” ete.

This, I believe, would be enough to convince any one that the Romanists
worship the Virgin Mary in the same manner as they worship God; but
we have ample material to prove that they consider the cult of the Virgin
Mary far superior to the cult of God.

St. Anselm, in his De Ece. Vir., wrote: “We obtain our salvation more
speedily by calling upon the name of Mary than upon the name of Jesus.”

St. Bernardine of Siena, in his Sermons (61, Vol.2), wrote: “Every-
thing, God included, is under the command of Mary.”

St. Peter Damian, in his Sermon 1, D¢ Nat. Vir., addressing the Virgin
Mary, wrote: “Every power is given unto thee in heaven and in earth, and
nothing is impossible to thee, becanse thou canst save all who have lost
every hope for their salvation.”

St. Ignatius, in his Apud Celata, Part 10, wrote: “O Virgin, it is im-
possible that any sinner can be saved without thy help and favor.”

When Pius IX, December 8, 1854, wrote his Bull Incffabilis Deus, he
sponsored the common opinion of the Roman Church, namely, that no
sinner could be saved without the help of the Virgin Mary, because he
declared anathema any one who did not believe in the immaculate con-
ception of Mary.

There is a legend which St. Alphonsus states as a historical fact. He
wrote that once upon a time there was a certain friar by the name of Leo
who had a vision. He saw two lndders, one of which was red and the other
white. They were set up upon the earth, and their tops reached to heaven.
Christ stood above the red ladder, and Mary stood above the white ladder.
At the foot of the ladders was a crowd of people trying to climb them.
Those who attempted to climb the red ladder were pushed down, while
those who climbed the white ladder were by Mary introduced into heaven.

The Roman Church as a whole encourages the worship of the Virgin
Mary. In so doing, it militates against the Word of Jesus, who said:
“Thou shalt worship the Lord, thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.”

And now a few words concerning the papal infallibility. The Literary
Digest, in the same short article, says: “It is true that the Roman Catholic
Church teaches that the Pope is spiritually supreme and that he is in-
fallible, but only in matters of faith and doctrine.”

I shall just quote a few Popes who rejected infallibility. Gregory the
Great, in his Dial., lib. V, cap. 4, wrote: “The Pope may err.” Nicholas V,
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on January 10, 1452, sent a bull in which he confirmed the opinion of
Gregory the Great. Pope Adrian spoke more clearly. He wrote: “It is
certain that the Pope may err also in matters of faith because he may
assert in his decrees what might be heretical. Many Popes were heretics.”
Pape Damasus asked Jerome to explain a few passages of the Bible which
he could not understand. The Council of Basel declared itself superior to
the Pope, and Eugenius IV signed this decrce. Pope Honorius was declared
a heretic by the Sixth Ecumenical Council.

If the Pope is so anxious to be united with all other Christians, he
should renounce the papal chair and denounce all the errors of his church,
and he should accept the canonical books of the Bible as the only source of
Christian faith. “Quod est in votis.”

Union City, N. J. A. BONGARZONE.

Nodymald Mary Bafer-Eddy.

JIm Brilfjabr trafen in Amerila bie erften Eremplare eined neuen
Budjes von Stefan Jioeig, betitelt ,Die Peilung durd) den Geift”, ein.
Jm erjten Teil Hanbdelt der Autor von MesSmer und im legten bon Giegs
mund Freud. Dazwifden fteht jein Meijteriver? Mary Bafer-Eddy. €3
ift eigentlidh mehr al3 cine blofe Lebensbefdjreibung; es ift aud) eine pfydos
logifdje Berglicberung ihred Denfens und Handelns, ihred Einflufjes fiber
bie Majfen. :

Die Milminejdje Biographic Haben die Christian Scientists bom Erds
boben vertilgt; Feine Quaquifition Hat je fo tobfidger gearbeitet. Dad
Datinfdje Buch ird jebt jhjtematijd) erdrojfelt; twasd werden fie tun mit
biefemt Budy?

1iber Science and Health {dreibt Stefan Biveig (S. 222): . Gleidjeitia
genial und abjurb in jeinem twilden Mitsdeme=Stopfsdurdjsdic-Wand-Wollen,
burdjaus [aderlid) in feiner findliden Jlogif und dod) verbliiffend durdy
ba8 Manijd-WMidhtige feiner Einlinigleit, Hat dicfer Stoder etivas durdaus
Mittelalterlihes an fid, ctivad von der fanatifd) religidien Jnbrunjt aller
theologijden YAufenjeiter, wic Agribpa von Nettesheim und Jafob Bdhme.
Dad Sdwindlerije und das Sdopferijde wedhjeln in wilden Roffels
jpriingen, die gegenjdflidhjten Einfliifie quirfen Iwild durdjeinander, Srwes
Denborgs ajtrale Myjtif iiberfreust fidh mit banaler Populariviffenfdaft aus
Behnpennybiidjern, neben cinem Vibelwort ftehen Ausidnitte aus Reto
Porler Tagesgeitungen, blendende Vildber neben ben ladiGafteften und fins
bifdjften WeGauptungen. Aber unleugbar, bies Quirlen ift immer Geifs, e8
glilt und gudt und brobelt von geiftiger Pafjionicrtheit, €8 mwicft bie
mmbderfamiten BVlajen, und wenn man lange in biefen jtandig rotierenben,
fodjenden Glutfeffel Bincinjtaxet, beginnen ecinem bie Yugen gu brennen.
Man verliert den niidjternen Verjtand, glaubt fid) in Fauftend Hegenfiide
und meint, wie er, ,funderitaujend Narren‘ {predjen gu Horen. Diejed
Ireifende GHaos fdjivingt aber umunterbroden um einen eingigen Punkt,
tnuner und immer mwicder Hiimmert Mary BalersEddy diefen ihren einen
unb eingigen @ebanlen einem in8 Hirn, bid8 man melhr betdubt al8 ifibers
deugt Iapituliert. Rein al8 energifdie Tat, ald Leiftung ciner vdllig uns
Belehrien, ungebildeten, unlogifhen Frau muf man e3 groBartig memnen,
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Ioie fie mit der Fieberpeitihe ifrer MWefe[fenheit diefe eine abjurde Sbee
fvie cinen Streifel immer und immer toieder Gerumijagt und Sonne, Mond
und Sterne, bad gange Weltall wm biefe cine Jdee toirbelt.”

tber bie Wilburfde Viographie dhreibt er (S. 161): .E3 gibt eine
offigielle Wiographie, eine lird)lid) approbierte, bon ber geiftlidhen Leitung
ber Christinn Science Ianonifierte; mit cinem eigenfanbdigen Handidreiben
Bat ber ,pastor emeritus’, fat alfo fie felbjt, Marth BValersEddy, died ifr
cigenes Qebendbild ber gliubigen, der alljugliubigen, Gemeinde empfohlen;
fo miite, meinte man, dicfe Biographic der Miss Sibyl Wilbur eine durdys
aud redlidie fein; in Wicklichleit ift fic ber Crathpusd ciner byzantinifdhen
Sdjinfarberei. Yn diefer Viographie, die ur Erbauung und MWejtdartung
ber bereits ibergeugten vbon Sibyl Wilbur ,in der Art ded Marfusevans
geliums® — idy gitierte todrtlid) — gejdhricben ift, exideint die Entdederin
ber Christian Science mit einem Peiligenjdjein und in rofenrotem Lidht
(darum fiifre id fie im Laufe diefer Stubie immer nur turg ald die rojens
rote Biographie an). Crfiillt von gottlider Gnadbe, mit iibericdijder Weiss
Geit begabt, Gendbote de8 Hinumeld auf Erden, Ausbund der BVollendumg,
tritt Mary BalersEddy malellod unferm univiirdigen VIid entgegen. Ales,
a3 fie tut, ift wohlgetan, alle Tugenden ded Gebetbud)d twerden auf fie
gebauft, ihr CHharalier erglangt in den fieben NRegenbogenfarben giitig,
fraulid), drijtlidsmiitterlid), menjdenfreundlid), bejdeidben und milde; alle
ifre Widerfacdher bagegen offenbaren fid) als ftumpfe, nicdrige, neidijce,
lajtecliche, berblendete Menjdien. Sturzum, Fein Engel it fo rein. Trinens
feudit dad geriifrte uge, blidt die fromme Sditlerin zu dem durdjaus
auf Beilig frifiecten Bildbnis auf, demr jeder irbijdhe und barum darals
teriftifdie ug auf das jorgfaltigite twegretujdicrt ijt. [n dicjen giildbenen
©piegel Haut nun die andere Viographin, Misd Milutine, refolut mit dem
biicren Sinotenjtod bder Dofumente Hinein, Sie arbeitet cbenjo fonjequent
in Sdjvarz tvie jene in Noja. Wei ihr enthiillt i die grofe Cntdederin
al8 gemeine Plagiatorin, die ifre gange Theorie cinem ahnungslojen Bor-
ginger aus8 dem Sdjreibpult gejtohlen, ald pathologijdhe Liignerin, boss
attige Pyjtecilerin, beredmende Gejdhdftdmadierin, al8 cine abgefeimte
Megdre. Mit betvundernsiwertem Meporterfleify ift alled an Jeugnifjen
Berangefdileppt, 1vad das PHeulerijde, BVerlogene, Durdjtricbene und grob
Gejddftsmagige ihrer Perjon, wad dad Sinnlofe und Liderlide ihrer Lehre
berb unterjtreidjt. Selbjtberjtindlic) wird diefe Viographie von der Ges
meinde ber Christian Science ebenfo grimmig verfolgt ivie bie rofencote
leiben{dafilidh gepriefem.”

Fiic ben, ber {idh) fragt: Warum find an den WMitiwodjabenden bdie
Science-Tempel fo iiberfitlit? bdilcfte dbas Btveigihe Bud) cine die Maffens
blydologic in Hodft intereflanter MWeife dedende Antivort barbieten.

griebrid S$nief.
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