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BONIFACE,THE APOSTLE OF ROMANISM.

In the person of Boniface we find a factor prominent in the
rearing of th&t strange edifice which succeeded an uninterruptgd
serles of great civilizations extending from the dawn of history
to the fall of Rome.Never during those long ages was the face of
the world entirely devoid of a peoprle renowned for temporal
greatness.Egypt alone kept the lamp of civilization burning
brightly during the greater part of these 4000 years;and parallel
to 1t stand the mighty empires of the Chaldeans,Babylonians,
Assyrians,Greeks,and Persians.In addition to these the Jewish
race, separate from the rest because of its personal relationship
to Cod,blazes its trail among the changing races of tne 0ld
Testament era.Finally the Roman Empire &appeared and threw its
military control over all the nations which were known at that
time.Rone,the city on the Tiber,became the mistress of the world.
With power ceme wealth,luxury,vice,decay.Rome fell.And now
instead of seeing a new civilization rising from its ruins,a
civilization nobler than before because of the new leaven of
Caristianlty,instead of this expected result we see one
millenium in which the torch of humanlity burned 'very low.
During that time Constantinople indeed saw the purple of the
Caesars,but 1t was faded and torn.The crescent of the Moham-
medans also flashed briefly across the sky,out it left a trail
of darkness and despzir rather then of light.No great civili-
zation followed Rome's destruction.Instead,on these crumbling
ruins of that iron kingdom & new mysterious power silently
built a vast destruction.Satan in scarlet guise reared himself

& kingdom and burdened Rpme, formerly the imperial seat of the
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Caesars,with the iniquity of harboring his human representative.
With the advance of this power a ralor spread over Europe
blizhting religion,morals,and culture.This power was no other
than Romen Catholiciesm.To the advance guard of this destructive
force subduing the world ¢f the Romen Empire belongs Bonifece ,
Germany's apostle of Romanism.

Winfrid(Boniface) was born of a noble family in Devonshire
about 680 A.D.From his early youth ne was inclined to the study
of spirituval things rather than to temporal knowledge.His father
wes disaprrointed at this predilecticn in his son,since he had
intended to make him successor of his estate.Softened by sickness
the father finally consented to his son's ecclesiastical ambition
and sent him to the monastery Adesconcastre.There he showed ear-
nestness and zeal for learning so that his abbot sent hixz to the
advanced school at Nhutscelle.

At Nhutscelle he aprlied himself eagzsrly to the study of the
Scriptures and became versed 1n the threefcld exposition of the
Eible - the litteral,allegcrical,andmysticaquv his diligent
study and gentle manners he earned the resgect of his acquain-
tances.At thirty yeers of age he was crdained a priest and
officieted as such in thes parish at Nhutscelle.Willibrod zives
us an exaﬁple to show the confidence which was his at that tims:
When some troubls occurred in Wessex,probebly about the succession
of bishops or prissts,a council was sumicnsd and Winfrid was
unanimously arrointed to carry news of the troﬁble to Berchtwald,
archbishop of Cantertury,and to obtain his Jjudgment.Winfrid
was successful in his mission and obtalned such a fair decision
that all Wessex rejoiced.So gradually his reputation grew.

Up to the age of thirty-five Winfrid stands before us as

a moderate monk,fashioned after the order of the day,possessing
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no prominant characteristic,satisfied to be active as a priest
in his home country.Now in the cloistered walls the desire gradu-
ally grew upon him to carry his faith to foreizn lands.He mentioned
this desire to his abbot who at first was surprised but later
granted him his wish.So in the spring of 7I8 Winfrid took with him
two monks and crossing the green country of South Englandccame
to Lundenwich (London).There they embarked and after a short
journey they arrived at Dorstat,Frisia,hopring to find a fruitful
field of labor among the Frisians,the dwellers of the coastregions
of Northwest Germany and Holland.But his first attempt was des-
tined to fail.The Frisians under their leader Radbod were engaged
in a fierce struggle with Charles Martell,kinz of the Franks.
Radbod himself was hostile to Christianity persecuting the
churches that had been founded by the Franks.So after a brief
survey Winfrid returned to England.The passion for converting the
Frisiens,however,never left him and in his later life he returned
again and again to the land of his first missionary venture.
The two years following his return from Frisia Winfrid

spent in Nhutscelle.Then the urge to evangelize the heathens
again became insistent.That time marks the crisis of his life.
Prior to this the spirit that motivated his actions was an indepen=-
dent spirit similar to that of the Celtic and Iro-Scottish
missionaries in which love for the lost souls was dominant.
Henceforth abject obedience to the pore at Rome and a fanatic
desire to enlarge his qgtaniq}kingdom became the driving power
of his life-long activity.This strange perversion was not the
tirth of a moment but a gradual process augmented oy his three
visits at Rome.

When,as was mentioned above, the desire to become a missionary

again put forth a strong claim Winfrid heeded it and in the
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summer of 718. he left Nhutscelle for the last time.He carried with
him letters of recomwendation from Daniel,bishop of Winchester,
to the pope at Rome,CGregory II.He embarked at London and crossing
the English channel arrived at Etaples in northern Gaul where i%iaae

customary for the pilgrims of northern Europe to assemble and from
thence to march jointly to Rome.With them Winfrid journeyed to
the city on the Tiber.He vas well received by Gregory II and was

i
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honored with the papal blessing.From that time his life.was fashioned

by the vicer at Rome.Winfrid humbly submitted his desire t6 do mis-
sionary work to Cregory.The latter granted nim his wish and
commissioned him to examine "the extremely barbarous nations of
GCermany".At that time neither Winfrid nor the pope were informed of
the conditione as existing among the Teutonic nations,as shall be
seen from the consequent study of his life.

Full of zeal Winfrid narched northward across the Alps in
the fall of 719.His mrain object was to explore the boundaries
end learn the conditions of these Gernan tribes,and of coutrse alsc
to procleim his faith.He passed by Baveria because it was already
christianized;so Willibeld reports.So he came to Thuringia which
at that time included much more territory than the modern toundary
circumscrives.There in ar sssembly “he spoke to the tribal chiefs
anéd to the leaders of the éhristian congregation and to all peorle...
calling them to return tc the true faith which had been preached
tnto them long before,but which they'hed partly lost agaln because
of the_seduction of false priests”(w 238) .This statement 1s qg;ro—
torated as we shall see later by letters of Gregory II to tﬁ%ﬁﬁighnpé
in Bavaria, Thuringla, anéd Germeny.

When this exploration journey among the German tribes was

finished Winfrid came to the Franks on the Rhine.Here he heard the

news that Radbod of Frisia had died and thet the Franks were in
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assemble this council on his own account .Boniface had induced
him to this action.Since he had been successful with the assis-
tance of Carloman to place Austrasia (Germany) under the regu-
lations of the Roman church discipline,he now looked westward
to the country of the Gauls of which Pippin was king.He laid
his plans before Zacharias who not only permitted this course of
action,but appointed him legate of Gaul.Zacharias in a letter (80)
wrote to Bonifece that he could not undsrstand why in a previous
letter Boniface had petitioned him to send three palliums to the
three archbishops in Gaul and that in his last letter Boniface
asked for only one.The reason is that neither Boniface nor Pippin
were able to expel the laybishops from Rouen and Sens because of
thelr strong followinz and so the archbishops,which Boniface had
arpeinted to these provinces,were nct able to occupy them.To
romanize Caul,that was the purpose of Boniface, and rthe council
of Scissons endorsed this course of action.

An interesting notice is found in the letter of Zacharias
to Boniface (quoted above):" We found remarks in your letter tﬁ:% are
glcause of much sorrow to us.You write as though we had perverted
the law of the chu rch,namely that we and our clergy nave become
guilty o6f simony,because we demanded that those to wnom we send
palliums must pay for them in zoney.We admonish you as a brother
never to bring that accusation again.It i1s an abuse and an insult
to accuse us of that sin which we abhor,and henceforth we do not
want to hear the charge of simony again.For we anathematize all
those who for money's sake sell the gift of the Holy Ghosthhis 2
sounds like irony when we think of the long catalogue of popes
behind whose namés no more fittinz epithet could be placed than

Ngimonist"
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At the council of Soissons Roman Catholic formalism was <foisted
uvon Gaul,as mentioned above.In additipn,the heresies of Adelbert ;
and Clemens were condemned.The heathen songs and practises
which in some measure still clung to the converted heathen were
also condemned;which was right.But the method of procedure ad-
vocated by Boniface was antiscriptﬁgi:not ﬁatient instruction from
God's Word but ths threat of cruel punishment unless instant
abjuration .was.promised.

The council of Solssons was partly successful,yet it could
not silence the voice of thes"heretical priests " .AlthAﬁgh
condeanned they continued preaching and were successful in winning
converts and thus checking the onward march of Romanism.In fact
Boniface felt so helpless against these foreign priests that he
wrote to the pope imploring his aid in stoppring the mouths of
these "perverters",especially of our old acquaintances Adelvert
and Clemens.Heeding his request Zacharias assembled & council
at Rome (745) and denounced their doctrine and promised excom—
munication to these two "thorns" of Boniface unless they recanted
from their herstical visws.Whether this threat silenced them is
not reported.Undoubtedly not.Then too theay were getting old
and probably death accomplished shat the councils had attempted
in vain.

Boniface was also getting old and .was unable to visit the va-
rious church assemblies.So he petitioned Pippin,who in 747 came
into possession of the provinces of Carloman,to ordain a aniitael
Lullus was appcinted and was raised to the rank of bishop.lullus
had come from Englan& and was the most zealous and able disciple
ef Boniface and his faithful companion in all his journeys.This

Mliﬁj
man now walked in the footsteps of his esteemed teacher and assisfted
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in making the kingdom of the Franks safe for Romanism.

Because of his age Bonlface was not active to such a high
degree in enforcing the measures of the Roman council.Mainz had
become the center of his labor and his active horizon was limitég to
that province.Only by report he remained in contact with that vast
"partarous" country to ﬁhich he had been aprointed legate by
Gregory Il.Yet his sphere was not entirely confined to iainz.

The passion of his first youthful enterprise had not left nis
aged breast.While bishop at Mainz he had occasionally gisited
Utrecht to inform himself concerning the conditions of tf%aﬁgiéians.
Now.on the eve of his life the desire once more flashed in his
breast to labor in the land of his first disappointment.Nothing
could thwart nis plans.So he instructed Lullus to govern the
church according the precepts of the church councils and the ~.-
church Fathers ,to place himself under the complste subjection
to th: Roman pope,and to officiate at Mainz until his return
from the Frisiens.With tears in hi: eyes,as Willibald tells us,
his flock bade him farewell.So Boniface sailed the Rhine to the'
country ef the Frisians. '

In Frisia he had many assistan'ts who -labored successfully
under his supervision for the greater glory of Rome.Utrecht,the
city of Willibald's activity,was vacant at that time.Naturally
then Boniface filled this vacancy.His work among the people of
Southern Frisia was.not very difficult.Many missionaries had
labored therebefore him.Furthermore the Franks had obtained
control of the greater part of Frisia and so his work was compaze-
atively easy and safe.

In the spring of 755 Boniface and & number of helpers visited

the northerly regions of Frisia.He placed his camp on thes. shores
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cf the Bordeau river.Some success attended his labors in that
region.So he announced to his hearsrs:that a certain day had-been
set apart for thelr confirmetion.When that day approached & great
number of pesrsons apreared;i;not ths friends to whom he had
preached,but enemies well armed.A skirmish ensued between the I
servants of Boniface and the enemies.When Eoniface himself
appreared with his clergy and the relics of the saints which he |
always carried with him,he forbade his servants to fight, saying:
"Do not defend yourself, for Scripture says:render not evil for
evil to any man’." While he admomished his servants and clergy
and encouraged them to receive the crown of martyrdom willingly,
the vand of heathen fell upon them and massacred them.So SBoniface
died June 5,755 in that country which first saw him as a mission-
ary.

Az the news of Bonidace's death spread through the country
the Christians banded themselves into an army to. wreak vengeance
on the murderers of their beloved apostle.The Frisians wers not
able to resist the Christian army and so a gfeat number of heathen
were slauzhtered and their goo&s plundsred and their wives and
children carried into captivity.This action of ths Christians
shows us the character of the converts of Boniface.Instead of
letting the government adjust matters the Christians as a spi;;iual
army took the case of temporal punishment into their own hands.

The revenging army found the corpse of Boniface and

derosited it in Utrecht.later Lullus,successor to Boniface of
the archbishopric of Mainz,sent messengers to Utrecnt to take
the corpse and carry it to Fulda,Where Boniface himself wanted

to lie buried.Utrecht at first was unwilling to surrender the

body to these messengers,since the relics of a great arpostle
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always bring great honor to the place of its burial.So a discussion
arose and a miniature battle was fouzht over the dead body of this
apostle.Then a strange incidemnt occurred ,as Willibald states,
which settled the fray.The bell in the church began to toll,unaided
by human hands.This was interpﬁeted to mean that the vody should
be removed from Utrecht.A great procession folloved the relics
to Fulda and ther:s in mournful pomp they were depositsd in a
new vault.Catholic tradition now informs us that many miracles
occurred at the grave of Boniface,which of course are to pe
discredited. 2

Boniface is usually termed the "apostle of Germany"and that
becaucse the primary sources for a study of his life issue from
either such men as deify the apostolic chair or from the very
occupants of that chair.Another reason for that misarlied tille
is the modsrn catholic bias found in many historical works
concerning the growth of the Roman Catholic Churéh.On the basis
of the above study of his life the correct tifle would read
Boniface,Germany's arostle to Romanism.

As alresady mentioned in the beginningz BEoniface

during ths first thirty-five yéars of his life in England was
merely a monk,possibly & little more diligent and sincers than
most others.However,as soon as he came in contact with the pope s
& certain slavish,fanatic submission to the antiéhrist at Rome
took possession of his whole life.Thne groundvork on whidh Boniface ;
then moved were the legalistic and antiscriptural regulations
not so much of doctrine as of life:what kind of fowls and animals
should not be eaten;how many lamps should burn at Easter time;

whether it was permitted to wash onmerhanother's feet j;at what time ¢

pork may be eatenj;and such minute detalls of the daily life.
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This overburdendd ritualism and formalism:-Boniface folisted

uponﬂﬁermans,teaehing them that by the observance of suchthings they
would merit eternal lifej;this he enforced in Germany waich country
long before his arrival had heard the true doctrine from the
Culdeszs and the Iro-Scottish missionaries.He can well boast of pres=-
gress in bringing the Teutonic nations into the pale of the Koman
Church:after his first visit in Rome nhe explored the "barbarous
peoples" of Germany; after his second visit in Rome he succeeded in
romanizing a great multitude of these people,mostliy Caristians;
after his third journey he organized his converts in parishes,
dicceses,and provinces.Boniface deserves credit for his asctivity,
for nis lesadership,and for his ability +to organizs and unify.
but all these abilities were in the employ of Satan.Was it the
love for lost souls or was it the glory oi tix Catnolic Church
that motivated all his activitf? If it was for the glory of the
rapacyithen he failed in the first activity &f a Christian,that
of giving all zlory to God.And if it was the love toward the in-
dividual soul that prompted his missionary enterprise then how
absolutely must Satan have blinded the 2yes of his undsrstanding
80 as to make him believe that he was legding souls to heaven,
while in reality he was forcing them into the kingdom of Satan
where terror and despair hold their sway.That he was sincere we
caht deny.Those contradictions found in him as in other prominent
Roman Catholic men can hardly be explained.lt 1s "a mystery of
iniquity".

From whatever angle we look at Boniface, praise can never
bqfaérmany would have fared much better if Bonlface had never

zntered there.But he came and in many instances eclipsed the sun
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of righteousness which was already shining above fhe Teutonic
people;he opened the door that left in the gloomy morbid shadows
of the dark ages which brouzht untold vice,suffering,despair,
and sadness to the psople of Germany.Boniface,callibhim:notithe

apostle of Germany,but the apostle of Romanism.
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